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THOMAS ~- BURKE 

Born October 30, 1898, Cleveland, Ohio + Loyola High &hool, 1916 

Holy Cross College, A.B., cum laude, 1920 + Western Reserve 

University, LL.B., 1923 + Married Josephine Lyons, 7924 + Private 

Practice of Law, 1923-1930 + Assistant County Prosecutor, 1930-1936 

Special Counsel to Attorney General, 1937 -~ Private Practice of 

Law, 1937-1941 + Director of Law, City of Cleveland, 1947-45 

John Carroll University, LL.D., 1946 + Mayor, City of Cleveland, 

1945-1953 + President, United States Ccmference of Mayors, 1953 

Appointed United States Senator, October 12, 1953 
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THE A 

O.· H1 • ,, "· they didn't think Tom Burke 

--had it"'. 

. he! tercel comfortably behind the wind

break of the ma. HT politician, in who. e 

cabinet he \\ c1 lc1w director. wa.- one thino-. 

C:ut loo-e. expo eel to the cruel. biting politi

cal rro .. '-\\ incl . \\a· quite another. 

It.· a tr<rnge brew. analo 0 ou to the 

meclieYal \\ itche. • wff. that make.· at once 

the ucc c ful public official and the ma~

netir \·ore gcncr. They don· t <dway. go 

together. That' . why the democratic proce .. ' 

ill c of one and o much of the other. 

The metaphorical reference to the ··cruel, 

biting poli tical cro s-wincl •• i more real 

than oth ·rwi T . bccc1u .... e 'J hc)lna . . \I , .. iu 

Burke had . carceh Celled him elf ir the 

mayor· chair at 'ity Hc1ll than the he \ T I 

clumped down u c n 1 n lar d n i1 ord - . , 

natc amou nt of I he 
to howl u n mc-rc· 

\Ia\'or '1 om 
' 

oc ca ·1011 .. > lw 
\ ' 

th one. 
the patter . u • SI\T 

conduct 111 cmcrg ·mi " the thing the 
people cxpcctecl of· om Burke. 

\\.i c. warm, pixy-like in hi . \\cl· \.'\'ith 

people. pucki ·h in hi hum r. sen. iti\'C deep 

into the cl ·!irate tri n° of hi, hean. Tom 

Burke ha m de him elf a ·inoular and 

inimitable fi 0 un· in th· liberal politic of 

( ;n•at<T Clc\Tlancl. or him it can he ·aid. 

a uf few other ... there i.' only one· like him. 
and thnc will IW\'(T be another:· 

Q_uick of mine!. intuiti\T a a woman. 
harp in apprai ing moti\'<' . hn·\,d in 

oh n, in~ tlw 111<·an to encl . ~1 om BurkC' 

ha <"xhibit<'cl the<· qualiti<· on tlw olid 

ou11clation of .in int<·~rity \\'hich ha brow.!,ht 
,1clrniration from f ri<·ncl and few alike. 

I n tlw ane·cdot<· Tom Burke· ,c-Iaw ,llT 

tlw char,wteT of tlw man. ·1 lw torv. !war 
\\it1w . lw like• to rd! lw t of all • 

·1 <>111 ha Ill t t.tk,·n ofhc <' c1 111<1. or. ( t 
,, . 1 ,1 great la\ for him. ·1 lwrc wa 

excitement, exaltation and famil, happine-. . 

"I o-ot up that morning to drive down to 

the mayor· office:· a. Tom tell. it. .. I had 

alway picked up my Dad and taken him to 

hi. office. I did it thi . morninfs. 

··I . tarted toward my J ad·. office. He aid: 

·'· . on, I got a couple of . top. to make. 

I want you to drop me off at 'harity 

Ho:pital fir. t. 

•• I . tarted to explain to Dad that I wa. 

due at the mayor' . offi c-, my fir. t day and 

all that. He leaned over and aid: 

• • ·, on, you may be the mayor of Cleve

land, but rifsht now you arc my chauffeur. 

Remember? ' 

Tom Burke, a. an infinite numb r of 

audi ·nc . have rea. on to recall. perhap 

n < n tonio-ht, ha. an almo. t inexhau tibk 

of little . torie " ith which to illu. -

point. make pat an argument, or 

own a re. erve. It i. an integral part 
oft !-.. man. 

/' .-:-fJ{ i. n't po .. ,ibl to write about Tom Burke 

al n in apprai. ino- him a . eith r a publi 

official or a .' a man. Jo Burke mu t be th re. 

. ' h i. Tom Burk ' . life a. ell a. wi c. Tom 

freely a kno\:vled e. an unpayabk debt to 

J whom he lov a. i w public men ha c 

n r loved a wifi loved r . pect d and 

ad r ·d a ii . 
I is. in fa t, for her hi. fa mil, , hi , 

daughter.\ hi . randchildren that Tom 

Burke, who "had it'' on hi. own a. few men 

in the public life, here or I cwh r - it is for 

her that Tom Burke . tepp d a. id from the 

mayoralty after a :crvic n vcr equaled in 

length and eldom approached in quality of 

pcrforman e. 
En-rnhino about Tom Burke add. up to , ..., 

a mctn small in taturr·. big in mind. d ·cp in 

heart, \\ a rm in . , mpathy, alert and wi T. 

who gaYc C:kn·land a ~ood job and made 
him elf a good r ·cord .. \ , a good man 

alway do' . . 
L.B .. 



I . ·111w1 D T111,K T11 .\ 1 lc-.limonial ,,mild 

lrit?,hten ~Ll) or Burk<' ,1 mu< h ,l thn do 

mo l prudent per on \\ ho pri\',lld\ think 

or lh<'lll"dn· a ... tr) in!.!, lO do tlw lw-.t th(') 

can. ,me! nol ,l ,,orld lw,tter ; he i that 

kind of man and th,\l kind (mir,t< ulo11.., to 

:-.< c !) of public officer. 'l c-.;timoni,tl-. omc

timc cau c tht hone t !dim, w fed th.u he 

wa..,n·t completely unclcr-,tood. 

L,cn under . uch qualification it h r.iir 

to point out -,omc thin!.!, ,tbout ~ L1yor Burke 

that are unique. For in:tancc. no llltl) or 

b fore him 1·, er uc:n·cclcd in l ·ari1 uµ the 

a 0 c-ol u clc nc • of the clo,, 11tm, n lak 
~ 

front, I . t in dw reel tape of la uit ,rncl 

kt?,i lat ion. I le did. I fr incluc cl rt1ilroacl • 

propcrl) O\\ rnT'-. the . • talc of Ohio ,1 . 

tru"1cc. and the !.!,Uar lian ( :it) Olll c:il LO 

au,rec on a prou,ram "hich onw da) 1 1i I ht 

mean the ,, hole co1111m·n ial fate or our 

harl or and hippint?,. 

mi!.!,ht mean th,tt. 

T) l'\Tr) prior m.l)0r . .i ··citv 

bod)·· ,, a ,l piece or ornate decoration. bul 

~la or Burke nwclc it a mit?,hty arm or cit) 

t?,o,·ernm<nt; not without -,onw friction. but 

to the sound l>encl1t or the rutUIT of ( :11 \T

land in terms in "' hich it i plain no prior 

ma)or <' n thou~ht about the future. lk 

did thi ' a • mat tT or ub -ribing to the 

ouncl principl • that a cit. without a pro-

11,ram or cln-clopment i-, like a bu ·inc·· "i th

out uch a prm?,ram. 

l t . ounc.l: . impk to say that he "ill he 

pcciall) 1-cnwrnb<'recl b) onw ( :lc,Tlan kr 

a: the m.1yo1 who ~ot the c,1r tr,H"k off 

[udid .\,-cnuc and ~a,-c our main clra!4 

a < h,llHT to breathe; that i true. and a· 

characteristic in :\lr. Burke' e,·ctluation of 

\\hat a hi!.!, industrial n 111111unit needs 

lrom time to time. a any ol hi· act . 

I l>clin c that ~Ll)Or Burke i. th· first 

( 'l<-vcland mayor to u Ta new pap ·r column 

.me! a radio hour regularly to make him df 

,5 WORKS 

and hi propo als and plans understood by 

tlw people .. \t f tr t he mi!.!,ht ha,c been 

u-,pc< wd of ingeniou I) katht·rin!.!, his pcr

-.;onal public relation..,. but he \\,ilt1cd into 

o 111.111) tou!.!,h prol>lcnh and . iw,1tion.., in 

hi di cu-... ions a· to con, inn· the mo t 

skq>tit ,ti th,1t inside him there })('.tts a 

proud heart ror tht· lwlllTlll('llt or(:!(·\ cl,rnd. 

and not just tlw cit) propn hut --(;1-c,1tcr 

( :ln·dand" o ( .tiled. 

I k \\~t-.. horn ,tnd r,ii eel here, he ha ht1d 

.1 spll'nclid ,111cl intercstin!.!, < c11ccr here, he 

like the fl.nor ol hi-..< it, . .ind he \\,111ts the 

"orld lO <1pprcciau· it: so it ,,onld not lw 

lll pri in!.!, ir he Clllbodicd ,l ( ('J'tain cxtr.ior

din,lr) < i,·ic patrioti,m. 

l"lH' notion has strud, m<· <'\Tnd limes 
~==~~ 

.tl>ili y . lO hi-. l(',('-

a .t 

111,1, or. \ 'he 

or c:--plo le. 

• nd t1~!41T-. I\<' 

...... L ._._.· 11 )t<'. :trt1!.!,!4k, 

c ·er -..ou 0 ht tlw ..., 

r lcrly and <'<}lll l 111v-t)'10d. of !.!,<'t tin~ 

·thin clone~ h ( 'l x·elancl nl'cdc<l LO 

clone. 1:, < n pcr-..on, ru,t1n11.dt1011, 

bu.inc·,. and politician \\ho ht1s ,,orkecl 

\\ ith him ha.., been made con. ciou. or the 

Burke inscin t tow,ud the lr,1mc,\ork of la, 

an I constitutional prm·i o . 

'I hi-, hc1-, not onl) not slowed him down. 

l>ut man, time. ht1. cnabkc.l him lO 0 et the 

!Je-;t ·flort ancl make the b ·st time toward 

bcnd1ts and reform . I le !4,ttlwr · tru t that 

he \\ill not only aim al the ri~ht thin!.!, Intl 

tlw k~al thin!.!, LO clo. This in-,tincl i the 

oppo ite of the clt·ma~<>!.!,U<' •. 

One mor • unusual t 1T lit lO an unu ual 

man: The Ion~ ·r he h.t been ma) or. the 

IH't ter listener he h,1 become. and th· 

better Ii tener he J)('canw chc le.. he ha. 

re clllbl,·d the bi~- hot bra • or modern 

.\nwrican politic.. In thi ff pect. it may 

he omc time before Cln dand c<·s hi 

hrcwd and upri!.!,ht equal. 
. •. R. Howard 



P OGRAM 
6:30- ,o ktail hour and rcccpt10n- ,ar tcr Ballroom 

. Tational .\nthcm 

In on: r R v. • DWARD 

.hchbi Bi hof!. of t/ze Catholic Dioce 

:30- Jcvcland H io-ht. :hoir 
(Recently returned .from European good z •ill trip) 

9 :00-Grcetino-. - \ ILLI M I. ONG General Chairman 

Toa tma tcr-Ho . HARLE J. Mc.1. AMEE 

Judf!,e qf the l '. S. District Court .Yort/zem Di trict of Ohio 

Portrait of Mayor Burk 
.\. 1. L • 'TZ, Chairman of Portrait Commillee 

·Our Friend Tom Burk 
JoH • . GREE 1E, P,esident Ohio Bell TelejJ/wne Co. 

Bon HoPE 

Rcspon c-1 L\YOR B 'RKE 

B ncdiction-R BBI ABB HILLEL , ' 1L ER 

uld Lan~ .'yn ·-AL 



ER 
Frc ·h (;u)f . ' hrimp, en . ' upremc 

Roa. t hole . ' tuffcd Bond< • • , 'qual> Chicken 

\ ith . ' e( die .• ;rape ·, \'croniquc 

Julienne, 'tring Bean ·, Fine Herbs Ri .ok Pari icnnc Potatoc · 

-:-

Oran~c and ;rapcfruit , 'alad, Endive 

+ 

Fro:1cn kc Cream La 'Cr !ake- Frc ·h , ' tr,twlwrry .'aucc 

( !offrc 

. ·:ortcd Rolls and Buller .\ft ·r I )inrwr '.\lint · 

, 'all<'d ut • 

' 
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ADDENDUM 

+ 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Robert F. Black 

William F. Daley 

i. • a than D,tuby 

Dan W. Duffy 

\\'altt:r .\t. Balle 

WI I 

.\lien J. Lowt' 

I Jerman R. rctr 

Wm .. F. O'. ·e1ll 

Thoma J, Patton 

Le:·ter \f. 1·ar:; 

TTEE 

. 1-y- ' ard .J. Lamb 

ol k amc • B. L ·wi: 

I Ion . l Iarry L. Ea. unan 

Rob ·rt P. Joyce 

Ray Lamb 

Don •. ~fillt-r 

J. II. N"ook 

. F. O'. rcill 

Edgar L. 0 tcndorf 

l-1111( as ~}' l.nutr S/tl/miJ, 




