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RELIOIOH - THE BULWARIC OF A FREI SOOIBff 

Thoughtful have rediscovered t truth that faith in Qod ia the etron 

that ov.r and abant society and nature, here ie a Qod who created them, who 

breathed · Hi• spirit into the , who tashiored t1e in His llkeneee, and that they' 

, possessed of intrinsic and independent sign:tficance and are en

vidua s, with original and irrevocable rights am authority. llhen 

in the lo past J1an challenged the authority of kings or magietratea or reetric

tivt:1 oustoma and tradit one, they did so in the name c,f sane higher mandate de-

rived tro thG spirit oi' Ood 1 • 

ledg d a higher aut ori 

Friends of 

whol democratic do&m in 

name of sol.U8 moral sanction 

eyete or ruler. 

rr-11J:.»~iw"·t,._.l1e religioua origin of thl 
-.,_vi+ 

" ' have forgotten that li tical 

freedom came to the Western 'lforld as a remlt ot a long struggle tor rellgiou• 

freec:bm and not vice versa. 

Modern de cra07 was born in the struggle tor religioWJ treedo in the aix-

teentb and •venteenth c nturies. 

The demand tor apiritual liberty soon expressed itaelt in demands for other 

form• libert.7. Peaaant revolts fol.lowed. Poll ti cal and conom.o rights were 

dttmanded by humble people . B)' what authority? In whose name did they a,peak? 

In the ,,._ name and by' the same autborit7 ae the ancient prophet. ot Israel pre

SUlllllld to challenge the kings, the nobleaen and the powertul.17 rich ot their dq. 

They- apoa in the e ~ Ood, in the name ot a revelation tro Ood 1 
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Religion-bulwark of a free society 

TH IITF L m n ha r di v r d th truth that faith in G d i th 

trong t huh ark f a • . Human £re d m b gan , h n m n 

b a • t r i .t and natur , th r i a G d 

, h t d th m , ho br ath d Hi pirit into th m , h fa hion d th m in 

Hi • and that th p of intrin i and in nd-

nt ignifi an and ar ndm d a indi idual , ith ori ainal and irr o abl 

riaht and authorit . 

Wh n in th Iona pa t m n hallena d th authorit of king r maa1 • 

trat th did o in th nam f 

high pirit of G d , ithin th m in th nam of 

m moral an tion , hi h m nat d fr m th ir r lati n hip to God. M n 

b am fr , h n th kn , l d d a hiab r auth rit than that of tat , 

Fri nd of d m 

th , hol d m r ti 

p liti al fr d m am t th 

d m and n 

r liai u origin of 

ha f r<rott n that 

c 1· ult f a Jona trug l f r 

Mod rn d mo ra wa b rn m th truaale for r liaiou fr dom in 

th t nth and nth nturi . Th d mand for piritual lib rt 

pre d it If in d mand for other f rm of lib rt . P a ant r olt 

follow d. Politi al and nom1 riaht , r d mand d b humhl p opl . 

B , hat authorit ? In , ho nam did the am nam and b 

th am authorit a th an i nt proph t um d to hall na 

th kina th nol l m n and th pm rfull ri h f th ir da . Th p k in 

th nam of God in th nam of a r lation fr m G d ! 

D mo ra I wh n it r Iiaiou our dri up. Mod rn rn 11 

ha om to und r land that mankind' wa ha k to fr dom i th , a whi }1 

I ad forward to God. 

BB HILLEL IL ER 

Tl, writer of this month' inspirational message Dr. 

Abba Hillel ilrer Rabbi of The Temple in Clevelancl, 

Ohio won national acclaim for the eloquent prayer 

which he o/Jere,l at President Eisenhower inauguration 
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