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DR. JOSEPH L. FETTER.lllll 

luloa b.r Rabbi Abba Hillel Silftr 
April 15, 1953 

Honour the peyaioian with the honour due unto bill tor 
t. uses hich ye a ha e or M.mt or the Lord ha•h 
created hill. For of he most High c011eth healing, and 
he shall receive honour of the king. The skill ot the 
physician aball lift up hi• head, and in the sight ot 
great reen he shall be in adm.iratio • Th Lord hath 
created medicine• out ot ti. earthJ and he that ie 'lri• 

11 not abhor th8lll.. 

R hath given en skill, that he ght be honoured in 
his marvellous work■• With such doth he heal •n, and 
taketh ara:y their painso Of au.ch dot the apothece.ry 
maka a contectionJ and ot his works there is no endJ 
and 'fr m h: is peace over all the arth. 

Then ve place to the physician• £0 the b>rd hath 
orea ted himt .let him not go .trom t e, tor thol! hast 
:Jeed cf him. 

iaeticue. Th author 

and garn red much wisoo and '<tt"iltl;ll1J4 

tioua which 1 now part ot our.:::A~IOOJWJ>ba 

pter of the Book or Beel 

the Poo or Jccles19.a-

Ou:r dear departed round whose bier we are now th :red to pay our immemorial trib-

ute, nr. Joseph :r,. ,-,tterman, was &ll'o physician, a healer or men. Dr. Yettermara 

also wrote not alone mf1rG" acientitio and technical. studies in hi■ chosen field of pq

chi.atry and medicine, but he alao gaw apression to hie philosophy ot lite and shared 

with hia tell.mnDan his thoughts md retleatione. on the most Tital probl.ema ot human ex

perience . And like his a:lnent colleague of long ago, he condensed h1a obaervationa in

to epigr-, into brief, pi ttv' and profound •Jing•, which, ~dt their intrinsic ftl

,. tor other men, also giTe ue a rewaling insight into the author himeelt. on one oc

ca■ion Dr. P'ltterman wrote 1 •The doctor is a guide through the dark aid tearful tor

•• tot 1iclcneee. He 11\lst provide light and leadership. • 
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And here you have nr. tterman•s creed, his 11f'e1a credo, and here you have 

his lite•, conaeeration. nr. Fettel"IQllll dedicated himllel:i'to the role ot a triendq 

guid•, to the lost and the distraught and the depreased and the te~beaet among h18 

tellawJlen. eveara,• he aid, 11 .f'oreaoet •o the Ula ot nJd.nd. There can 

be no peace ot body without peace ot --•• And so, he set himaelt the taak, the con

secrated task to treat the teara or men and w n, to teach them, those who walked 1n 

the shadows or life, hOlt' to regain b.ith in themaelTe•• He aet himaelt the task to give 

theee n and w n the dM.Te, the psychic triw, tow ant to get well. And to co\lJlt

leae pa.ti nts through the years of his professional lllinistry, Dr. JPetterman proT.!.ded 

light in their darlmeas., in their darkened and haunted liwa, and t1.rm and dependable 

leadership on the road baek to health and normal l1Ving. 

Dr. Fette 

tial bei , in 

was always interested in ople, in human being■, and in their ••n-

no guarantee ot its contents. 

His lite ns centered in othe 

apper ,• he abraya aaid1 •ie 
~~"t."t 7 "7;~ . ':'--1 ,,.111~1"1~:t~Jj\ d an amiable man, unseltilb.. 

,Ci 
ia inteneel7 interested in 

himNlt ,• he aid, "ha• a l1lll'l'"OW field or illt.ereet.• And knowing ao :wen, ao wry well, 

tram hie professional e ~•nee• eome of the deepen tragedies ot hUIIIIJl lite, the suf

fering• and the • trugglea and the frustrations of MD and wcmen who •re trying 80 des

perately hard to reach for a little happiness in their liYN., Dr. Petteraan was a:bla71 

tolerant in hi■ judgment. •!be leas creativ one becomes,• he aid, •the DION critical 

he ia apt to be." And again, be Aid, "'Broad criticiam ot other• may conceal nllTCIII' 

Nlf-praiee." 

H• waa concerned with creatiq work and oreative aervice to heal, to extend the 

boundaries ot hi• pr'oteasion, eapeciall.T in hia an apecialised field, to etabli8h 

schools and clinic■ and workshops far the sick and the handicapped. He waa too bwly' 

doing and creating to be critical and eelt-centered. He was a •n who lowd ideu and 

who was dedicated to idaala. •·Ideu," he u.1.d, •tor the llind are aa essential aa tood. 

tor the bc>d1'• ConTictiona are aa important as calories.• 
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Dr. Fette n was a proud and loyal oitisen of his countey. During World ar II 

he 1erved as a jor in the ~ edi a1 Corps, and he -.s instrumental. 1n atablis 

µig the "Sehool ot fill Neurop hiatrytt, of hich he wae for a time th executift 

officer. , H loved America and he opportunitie hie it . ve to a h 

nlop himselt ost tu.117 rx1 st tre ly, an the dignity which it gave to the human 

being, lrl.tho t wh1eh dignity and self'-r spect h n life becomes scattered and . oken 

and lost. 

He a ottd and loyal Jew, a .ta1 thtul member ot the household ot I an.el, in-

terested in ev, rythl x P; that transpired in the Jewish community throu bout the orld, 

and deeply intere ted in his t. 1th and in his ligion. He was an honored TrustH ot 

The Temple. He wrot,e hin philosophy of reJ.igto , an h said, " odern man exchange• 

religion for science, so times a bad 

•terial comfort, but has lo 

This ia t . Fette 

chanee, he has profited in 

nee.• 

tor, as a healer ot n, as _1V_J1~r.a11·~ tr1otic citisen, as a de-

voted son ot Ienel. Wblit he has ant to thme nearest a.nd dearest to the in the 

intimate and sacred circle of t, ly lite, they knowr best, I am sure, and in that 

knowledge they will find in th da s arxl in the ye rs to ccne a great measure ot id• 

and cOlllf'ort and susteM?1Ce. Their grief' t the nt is ry •harp am bitter be-

reawmentf the breald.n ot tand.ly- tiee, the touch ot a wniahed band, th sound of a 

voice that is torenr stilled •1"78 bring with it a lArge meaeure ot aorrow. But I 

would irubmit to his dearly beloved onee the philoeophy ot hiJll whose paaaing they'° 

deeply mourn. He wro , "fruat in TimeJ be pati nt nd _hopetul. Time is a ~eat 

therapin.• 

Dr. Fetterun baa lett behind him a name, an infiuence , a memo:ry- which will in 1: J 

due time, in the cour• ot time bring healing to their sou.la. When the bitterneaa ot 

death is past, dear .friend■, what remains? And that 1• the important que.Uon. What 
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remains after death? A abadcw or a radiance? A dead silence or a r.aonant llell01"7? 

An apology tor a 11f' or a grateful pride in that lite? That•• the test, the on~ 

sure and certain test of the value and the worth ot that man•s existence upon arth. 

When the bitterness ot death will have passed awq, there will remain of J>r. Fet

terman a radianc , a resonant memory am a gratetu.1 pride which will etrengtben and 

enhearten his dearly beloved onea. 

There was a be utiful phrase in the Bible, and with that I c1o• - tbeee word•, 

all too inadequate in memorial tribute to one whom I gre•tly admired, to one of tba 

finest apiri ts in our co unity. "You slnll die like men, and tall like one ot the 

prince••" Blessed is the man who is able to die•• a man, tor after all, aortality 

ie our common f'ate - no one escapes cleat • Blessed is he who dies in the dignit7, in 

the sta'ture 0£ a n, and £alls like one of he princes of men. Such ha• been ti. 

death ot Dr. Fetterman. "1&&1\~(b;ID)eiile)Jr;C, b this 1'aithtul NM'&Jlt, this 

healer or men, remain as a 
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