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American ministers have always expressed their views on political 

matt rs ihich r,ere vital to the Americc11 people fror.! the days of the }J .er

ican nevolution through the Civil War and in every crisis up to the pre

sent time . The concept of separation of church xt ands ate applies only 

to the question of an es~blished church and of religion as a qualificatiou 

for the holding of any office ·n our government . eyond hat, every Am ican 

citizen, regaroless of his profession o~ calli~g, is free to express hi 

views on all matters affecting his country. It v10uld be a sad day indeed if 

di cussion of political matters were left exclusively in the hands of pro

feasional politicians whose concept , both of the nature of politics and of 

rel:tgion is frequently so murky. 

If ministers preach treason or the iolent overthrowof our govern

Ment, they are , of course, subject to th sam Ja , of our country which 

are applicable to all of us alike . I am sure hat the spiritua __ lea ers of 

Ar.1erica will not be embarrass d or intimidated bJr any such contemplc ted in

vestigation. 




