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Address of Dr . Abba Hillel Silver to the 57th ZOA Annual 

Convc:ation, at the Waldorf-1-wtorio. Hotel 

Thursday, June 24th, 1954 

My dear friends : 

Prior to tho estab~.isbment of the State o Israel six years ago our people 

urdencd with n. complex of gro.ve problem which went with not having a state 

of Since 1948 our people ho.s been burdened vith n. complex of 0 rav0 

problems which ome with having a State of its own . .kn existence without pr oblems 

hns never been vouch afed to any people, certainly not to the Jewish peo lo . The 

J GWi sh people mo.y be God' 

people. 

it is certainl~,. not God's pampered 

There were those who fondly ining ncd thnt with tho establ ishment of the State 

of Israel, the millenium will be hered in - a long: unending Sabbath day of 

unbroken peo.co ad rest. Mo.JI r ·nd you that the R hbis of old took great p ins 

to point out that there wov.ld be nothing to distin3uioh the present time frori 

Messianic times but one thi1 .3 o ly - subject on ~o f oroi dom.in.ntion. Indeed> 

what has taken place in thG re ostnblishn nt of the State of I srael, is one of tho 

greatest and most exalted mom nts in our history, but it lw..s not ch.an.god the 

customo.ry order of tho world in tho.to~~ regard . s reGards all else 

ulam ke-minbn.go~ There is n life without problems ad no peo· le in the world to-

day, great or smn.11, is ox fro trials, ten -ions nd danger 

There is tK..diff0re:t1Go o-f coct:Ni. a radical dif ere ce between the set of 
I 

problems which we faced before, and the set which ·wo hove faced since tho estab-

lishment of the Sta.to . The problems before the State was foundodf _were 

p1:0811!1!!11M111-.the century-old problo11S of national honelcssness, of n people "robbed 

and despoiled", the problens of persecv.tio:i, concentration camps, refugees-where to 

go, how to survive - o.11 the desperate problems of an abr ormal national existence . 

The problems since 1) 46 havo been the more or loss familiar 

problems which any pioneering st ate must fo.ce o.nd wrestle with as pa.rt of the 

routine of its establishment on firm and oecure foundati ons . These ore the 

problems of a normal nc.tionnl e:~i stonce. They ma,,r be grave and serious problems, 

but the offort at solving thorn carries with it an eager challenge, a creative joy 

end a deep spiritual confidence. 

As we passed from Galuth to Geulah, our pe :ie entened e. new climate of exis­

tence and n new continent of tasks and ric opportunities . The new climate 1o one 

of c'j d!),i -~~ • nt1.d. of strength. 

( the ncient prophecy has come true: 

blishl::lent of the State of Israel, 

on thy strength O, Zion, 

Not onl~· 10s0 o our people who returned 

now en elopin climate . They have 

put on the ga1•ments of thy 

to Zion, but Jews ever 

exchnnged "tho grey of henv neas for of Glor . " 

-· rr..or 
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0111.t.,t thcae new ta.s1::s ere is evic.ent: tl:.cy a.re tho ::-.:nnifold '"'nd oxcitinG t~o~'"' 

which 10.ve to do wit n .tion built ing, wit .. t, e constrt1.ction of new hor..:es nnd 

octtlcr..:ents, w:th brinGin0 sprinGs of we.tor to dry lc.nd 0
, end bo.rdcns to th.e wil er­

ncss. They have to do with inc'.ustry, trade o.nd coDLerco, with uining o.nd engi­

nccrinl:J , ·w·ith sea.fa.ring .... nd a.vio.t:.on, o.nd witl o.11 the noble arts o.nd enterprises 

of pence. The,,r ho.ve to clo with ocluco.tion, r..cc.lt-:n and religion, o.nd with o. people's 

c~oscn way of life. 

Thone new 'C.:ks c.rc of necessity o.lso concerned with nationc.l cefonso, - the 

world in which we live be t!lG th0 kin., of o. world it is, o.nc1 the nei6 hbors of Isrc.el 

persistently rc:'using to r.:n.lm pea.co. Soue of these to.s::s possess brrec.ter urgency 

tho.n others; so .~e a re of loncer uro.tion than others; sor:c of then will continue 
,,. 

indefinitely oince t .. ey o.re co-oxtcnnivo with tho life of' c. nution' 

t?'er..ol:, Tmnv,t. None, however, is 1:;eyond the cc:p:1c i ty of tl1e Sto.te of Israel 1.nd of 

the Jewish people. 

The Jewish people will o.ssur0dly nn.tch its ereat hour. It possesses tho 

o.bility o.nd the resourcefulness.. In the long, ho.rd school of experience through 
l-<[,(, 

tho centuries our people learnecl how to builc. :la'""OB:""ft~s:;~.;:__1uc01r£.~x:::tim~ upon 
~ 

rr:.ins, o.ncl how to iJ .ild in t=ic fo.cc of o.dversit.r. This is the Third Cor.monwea.lth 

we o.re building, not the first .. ., O'cllo:;.' nc.tion succunbecl when their govcrn':1.ents 

wore c1ostroycd and their I;X)oplo uprooted. Ioro.ol cur.1ountccl the loss of its in-

dependence, s 1.rnountocl exile, d:=-spcrsion c.nu. so.ve.ge persecution, ana. returned 

to its ravaged lend to rebuild it o.nd w 1·t11JLL1lcr its ~ no.tiono.l life• 

Our gener tion is lea.ming the lessons which our forefathers learned in their 

clc .. y -- patience end perscvorc.nce1-I how to run and not be weo.ricd; how to renew its 

strength; how to be deeply concerned and erco.tly rejoicine o.t the so.no time. 

Whe~ a nc.tion fin~lly settles davm ~ron its high revolutionary ~oncnts of 

exc..lto.tion and iden.lisn whicL o.ttends o. liberc.tion nover:icnt, to the less heroic 

do.y-by-day business of living, there scto inn perceptible e 1otion~l let-down. No 

people can collectively live indcfi itely on tho high plo.teo.us of spirit., A level­

ling-off process inevitab~- follows. There is no ground hero for serious concern 

unless it takes on the chnro.cter of sto.gnution und dcnorclizution which are the by­

products of ~lllllil,l,..1.. spiritual exhaustion and. c1isillusionnent. Our people in Israel 

c1nd in the Diaspora will, I an sure, wish to guard thoI:J.Solvcs against tho dangers 

of such o.n enotiono.l doflo.tion. We nu.st be deternined to keep our ninds firnly 

centered on the lo.rgely-unconploted job of !k".tion building still before us, which 

is still so full of c "ilonge - different 'ind m. cho.llo c to be sure -- but 

nevertheless one w ic 1 cnn o.ppec.l to o.J.l tl t is noblest in our natures. 

Thero a.re Jews in our nidst w .o woulcl 1::.1:0 to soc us quit right now -- not 

because they havo boca:io tirod front. -
-/ 

hcc.vy burdens which they co.rriod in the 

' ore -
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process of hclp::.ng to bu::.ld the Sta.tc of Israel. The only burdens whicl they car­

ried were t::e roc!:s whic 1 tl:ey t:1rew o.t t_1e built.crs, li!m Shinei, the son 01 Gero., 

who threw rocks o.t Da.vicl a.nd c scd hin when 

These Jews d:.d evcrythinc in their power to pre-

vent the esto.blis 1nent of the State of Isro.el. Tr...ey put every conceivable stun, lin 

bloc.<: in the wc.y. They joined forces with the onenies of Is~a.el not of our fa.::.tr.. 

T .. ey knocked on every door to inforn a. c.inst their own people. Though they were 

thonselves religiously indiffore~t, they sucdenly uiscovercd, as a shrewd part of 
~ 'c., 

their strategy, a vast elevation to c.bstrnct Judaisn, and mdcr tha.t cloo.~,., a.sf 

Council~ Ju o.isn, they proceede~ to spread their ins~dious olit~co.l propuca.nda. 

but 'bho ~ c:ugs UIC ~till 

These unhappy Jews, l .... ~w their Ara.b spirituc.l kins on, sor.:0 of whou a.re prc­

po.rccl to so.crifice ten cillion l\.ra.b lives to wij_JC out tr..o Sta.te of Isrcel, a.re un­

reconciled to the existence of t e 3tc..te. Since they canr..ot by wiohing l1ave it 

diso.ppe c..r fron the face of tl1e earth, tl:ey a.re trJing their best to have it reduced 

in size, crippled, isolated, cut off fron the Sj'tlpo.tl:y and support of fellow-Jews 

in the rest of the worlC.. They would lLm to sco Isrc.el a puny, hooncduin Levc..ntine 

statolet at t ... e tiercy of its Aro.b neighbors. ro norc iru: • gr .... tion into Isra.cl ! No 

norc spiritual identification of J.crico.n Je1rry w·t .1. Isro.el. No intcrccnc,ion in its 

behalf with governncnts ! Fron ... ere on only 1. rao spo mc..:en and oil lobby::.sto and 

friends of tho Middle East, a.nd officers of tLe f1.1~ericc.n Council for Judo.isn shall 

ha.ve o.ccess to t~;· Qt the Ste.to Dopartnont t 

Most assure ly, these people would lil-e to hnvc us quit r:.ght now! And, sig­

nificantly enoug..~, none officio.ls in the eo.r Ea.stern Divis::.on of our St to Dopart­

nent ho.ve been echoing t_1e r views recently. TL.oy have been preaching political 

sernons to the Jews of Anerica. which well could he.vc been written cy Q1ont writers 

hired by Mr. I.cssinb Rosenwa.ld. 

I do not believe that t.cse officio.ls represent the true sentinents of the 

lec.c..ers of our Govornnent, the Pre sidont f or t11e Secretary of State who 

ho.vc tii:e c.nd a.gc.in given expressicn of their deep and synpc.t 1etic interest in the 

security and prosperity of Israel. I suspect, though of course I do not lmow, thnt 

the leaders o:t' our Go7ernnent, being otherwise engrossed at the nocont in the pres­

ent extrenely difficult international situc.tion, wit~1 wa.rs and revolutions erupting, 

and with critical international conferen7es .onopolizing th;,ir attcition, ho.y_o £_Ce~ 
~J -&.o"f- ~ot-~~~, ~, (}'- CA 

coopelled to leave the nff irs of tho~ East lcrgcly/'in the hands of cone poople 

in the Depo.rtr.cnt of Sta.to w o ho.vo in tl e past displayed such an o.rezin Genius for 

guessing wrong and for bodovillinG the political situation. It is t ... e sane people, 

yuu tRT.Y rocul:-l., who o. few short yc .... rs GO bo.ckcd the British . ndatory rogir::e in 

- oore -
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Palestine to the bitter end, who tried to persuade our .. eople that there was no 

roon in Palestine for a single additional Je1rish i::ari.igrant , o.nd who ho.ve been 

building one Stronc-Man .zy"th after another to serve as the keystone in the arch 

of Anerican foreign policy in the Middle East, only to see their tenuous aipl onncy 

crunble into ruins. At the nonent, we o.re persuaded to believe thnt salvction in 
U,t)"1./4_ 

the ~ En,st will cor:e fron the feudal gover.ment of Iraq, which is suddenly d_s-

covered to be a paragon of de ocratic virtue nnd coat friendJ.y disposed to the 

United Stutes. Iraq is to be urned by our governnont, not, to be suro, with suffi­

cient nilitary equipnent to be a threat to Israel, but with just enough nil i t ary 

equipnent to resist possible Soviet o.g . ession! Iro.q will ~~i never use these 

Anerican urns a.go.inst Israel, we are assured , because it says so in the o. ecLcnt,-­

and agreenents -- as you well know -- are never, never broken . It is not even clear 

whether there actually exists any sch concit ~on in the nGree~ent. Iraqi spokes-
-d-1 

r.ien have .st&eed that the grant of ams to their goverru:1ent was unconditiona l. 

These ~officials
1
wi.o 8!"-8 ent upon urning Iraq, arc at t he sane tine 

telling the Arab world tho.t"therc is sone justification f or their fears thn.t if the 

population of Israel were to exp~nd natorially throush further innigration, it 

would be hunanly ioposs ible to naint ain those roople within the confines of tho ,, 
present State. In other words , Israel would be forced to undertake wars of aggres-

sion against the neighboring rab States. A stc..tenent to t his effect was recently 

no.de by 1r. Arthur Z. Gar diner, chief political and econooic advisor of the State 

Departnent' s :Near Eastern Division, testifying before the House Foreign Affairs Con­

oittee. 

The press report which carried Mr. Gardiner I s sto.te.:.cnt a l so re ported that 

Representative Frances Bolton of Ohio, Chairr,_a.n of the roar Ee.st ern Sub-Cor.mitt ee 

of the ~oreign ~ ffc.irs Cor.mittee, who is well mown ~ froo her ec.rlicr violent 

o.nti-Zionist activities, end who appe~rs to be the ready .out -piece in the House 

of Representatives for all pro-hro.b propaganda, deliver ed herself of the following: 

"Israel has been re-shipping stro.togic mater:.o.ls to the Soviet Union, thereby vio­

lating the Battle Act. 11 She queried .:.nnocently whet her Israel is actually such a 

bulwark o.gcinst Connunisn. She said, "Haifa was ut one tine the center of Russian 
-/.__sz_ 

propaganda.." litre, :Qelaten also accused the Ioraelis of letting their l.o.nd lie fallm, 
• 

refusing to a o furn work, and expressed her expert judgz::ent that Ara.bs arc superior 

agriculturalists. 11 this, of course, is strongly reniniscent of anti-Zionist 

pro o.gc.ndc. o.nte-datin tho esto.blishnent of the St-to. Mrs. Bolton ceens to be ig­

no1·c.nt of the fc..ct tho.t the a - icu1turo.l c.roo. of Israel hao expanded in the last cix 

years fron 400,000 acres to nearly a. oillion,and tho.to. iculturnl scientists who 

get their inforno.tion about a icu1ture ron studying tho soil end not froo clipping 
- oore -
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coupons, have extolled ti~e o.nd o.go.in Iorc..ol's fnroinG end rocla.nntion 

o.chievenents o.s o.nonc the finest in the world. It is strange that in no.king these 

charges ago.inst the Isro.elis, Congressnan Bolton ho.d nothing to so.y about Aro.b boy­

cotts and blockac1_es which are scric>Usly retarding the econooic devclopront of the 

entire Near En.st. While concerned with unfounded charges about Israel's reshipping 

strateGic naterials to the Soviet Union, she sec~s to be not the least concerned 

o.bout tr..e l\rao bloc a.de of the Suez Co.nal, which :ns no.de it inpossible for Israel 

to obto.in oil fron nearby fields and ho.s been conpelled to purchase it ~ron faro.way 

Venezuela which involves excessive tro.ns!;)ortc.tion costs, and that Isrc.cl today nuct 

buy considerable oil fron the Soviet Union, to save on these traasportc-tion costs . 

What blind- spots these people develop when tl:ey cot1e to ride o. bobby or c. 

lobby! How easily things get out of focus ! And wlnt dangerously unreliable guides 

they bocone for Aoerico.n foreign policy! 

President Eisenhower and Secretary Dulles :.1ust know tl:o.t Israel is no threat 

to the basic interests of Anerican foreign policy in the Near East . They nust know 

tho.t Israel is a denocrn.cy, deeply rooted in tl:.e nillenial denocro.tic traditions of 

the Jewish people and Judaisn, and that it will, to the lust, defend its denocro.tic 

way of life and institutions . They nust know that there is a large reservoir of 

good-will and gratitude to the Governr.:ent and people of the United States anong the 

citizens of Israel for ho.ving hel_ed so vitc.lly in the cstablisbnent of their State 

and for the econonic assistance which bas been given to it to this day. They are ·- -
too proud to put their friendship on the auction block or use it in any diplono.tic ------ - ___ .. ,--

gane of blo.ckne.il . They oust lmow that Israel wants peace with all her Arab neigh---
bors, and has ti1:10 and again asked for it, only to be rudely reb ffed . They nust 

know that Israel is prepared to cooperate in the solution of all tho outstanding is­

sues between it and its neighbors in a spirit of good-will and is prepar0d to coop­

erate in any project such as the Jordan Valley Authority to ~cnefit all the peoples 

involved, provided its own vital anc legitinc.to interests arc safe- guc.rded . From 

all that has transpired in recent y0c.rs they r.ust know thc.t the Arc..b league is c.n 

instrunent for perpetuating turnoil, discord and beligercncy in the Near East , und 

that there is no way of appeasing its ::.ntransigence short of cdsoer.ibering t _tc State 

of Isrne1 or liquidating it a.l tog-ether . Tbey oust real.ize now that the raw Look and 

t he new approach which the above oentioned officials and their colleagues advocated 

in respect to Arab- Israeli relations hc.ve not only not inproved matters , but have 

contributed to o. very serious deterioretion. These officials are now attenpting to 

cover up this progress -ve deterioro.tion with s eches and propc.gandn. designed to force 

concessions froo Israel, with no assurance whatsoever of any countervailing eztion on 

the po.rt of the Aro.b govcrnncnts . 
- more -
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Part of this unfriendly propaganda is to suggest to t10 Amr~can Governnont 

and people, thc.t the United States ho.s contributed to tto State of Israel grants­

in-uid far in excess of what it ho.s contributed to the rc,bs o In order to rol'e 

their case nore inprcssive, they 1 o.vo ho.d the n J.Czing effronter.r to include in 
a 1. J 

h.ocrican subsidies to Ioracl 11hat tho Jews of t. e United Sta.tea r.n.vc out of their 

own personal contributions and through the purchri,so of 1'l1e: Iorao Bonds, g.:.ven to 

I::irc.cl; also what the Gcrnan Governnent ho.s contributed by way of rep rations for 

Nazi depredations. Not-inG is so.id by then of the hundreds of nillion of ~ollars 

in oil ro-Jc.ltics which the !\.rub States have been receivinc; annually fron !Lnerico.n 

oil coopanies - - Iraq received in 1952, 110 nillion dollaro; Saudi llrc.bio., 17 ~ illi ui 

Kuwait,139 nillion -- sone of which nillions e.t lee.st ni3ht well hnvc teen contribu­

ted by these solicitious Arc.bs to the cause of the t~ru.b r cfU£ees, in the so.r:o way • 

that Jews hnvo been contributing to Jewish refugees in Israel. 

spoke£ en vr110 wish it to be knmm that 

not b to the advanto.Ge of their pro-Arab 

The l\.rab States arc cor.mittod to wor against Israel . So long as they are so .. ---------------- - c--------'--- -

r.0:inittcc., they should not receive a~s froo t1e United Sto..tes_. They ho.ve iolently 

resisted every effort thnt lw.s oeen mcde inside and outside the United Nations to 

persuade then to sit dawn with Isrccli representatives in order to iron out their 

difficulties c.nd to achieve pence. Just a few ~eks ago Jordan gave additional 

proof, if such were needed, of the unwillingness of any Arab State to reach o. sottle­

nent with Israel . Jordan had presented conpluints ago.inst Isrnol to tho Security 

Co11ncil . The Council , after nuch wrnnsling, decided to go into tho entire IJD.tter 

in the hope of inproving procedures for currying out tho prov~sions of the A!T.istice 

so as to avoid future unfortunate incidents on the bor1ors . Jordan, which is not a 

meober of the Uni tea. nations 1c.s c..skod w ether she would ubit.lc by tho c1..e cisions of 
I 

tho Council which, by the ter!:lS of the Cl:artcr, o.11 • en, er states arc obliged to re ­

spect. Rather than to con.nit herself to accept c,uy pc.cific ottlm::cnt whi..,h t llc 

Co'Wl.cil night recou:iond_, Jordan w::.thC:Xcw. Previously ,Jordc..n t.ad refused direct 

necting with Israel to which sh-J was obli::;c.ted by tho ·terns of tho Ar • sticc A ce­

ment which she signeu ., It is clear that ams sent to one or another of thesv war­

z:1indcc1 c.nd pec.ce,-rcsisting states cannot by any t1vist of diplonatic dic..lectics bo 

interpreted as an encourngonont of poo.cc . 

Tho State of Israel has done not 1ing to onc!nneor the position of c..ny .. .a-ab 

State in the Near Eo.st . It is threntonin no one . It covets no one I s territory . 

It ho.a instituted no boycotts anc no blockades ugo.inst c.n.y i\rab Stut0 . It scoka to 

live in ponce with everyone . It is convinced t t through friendly cooperation and 

the poo].ing of resources, tho ltholc o.roo. of tho Nco.r East cnn be developed in such o. 

.. nore -
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way as to bring prosperity end a hi~~cr stand rd of living, health anded cation 

to all the peoples t ere. Israel ho.o not flirted with l-~oscow to eobn.rra.ss 

Washington. Israel will not sacrifice a.ny of its already sh~rply npoco n.tod terri­

tory of 8 ,000 square niles in order to cugr1ent t 1e 2,700,000 squ.c.rc iles of its 

Arab neighbors. It will not c.£7ee to close its doors to any future innirr,rc.tion 

to such who no.y wish to go there a.nd no.y have to go there -- in ore.er to o.snuro 

./\rub Govcrnnents tho.t Isra.cl will reDflin pcrno.nently woal< enc: linitod 2,s to !-:a.n­

powcr while they e;et rec.dy for tl eir "second round". Wr-o.t folly to expect tl e 

Governnent of Isra.el to isnue a Jewish ~ite ipor against fellow Jew'"'! Within its 

present borders, given proper industrial and ugric1ltural devclopnent, Israel cc.n 

well support o. populc,tion of :'our to five 1:lillions . 

These facts nust be to.ken into consic1erat::.on by any govern.ncr..t or c.ny stc.tes­

nan who wishes to be helpful in tho oituation. f 11 those who ignore these fo.cts 

will prove to be well-intensionec. or ill-intens::.oned nisc_1iof r.io.kers o 

like 

is urgent 

1;>:riv2.te capita.l 

nore than it has 

of the Diaspora 

entrepreneur. 

people 

account th 

sa.y u word on our own dor-estic relationn -- Jc Jow, 

e is stj_ll nuch work to be done , and we rust do it. There 

our econonic ass:!..sto.ncc to Israel, es Joc:..elly in terns of 

t . ents and enterprises, Tl.o GovQrnnont of Israel can do mch 

cncourc.cc such ccononic ... ctivitJ on the part of the Jews 

welco e nn~ er..courace the pr~vate rnvostor and 

of our 

nsolido.tion of so far no 

rican Jm•rry un erstanc1s thnt the histcric 

is a lone range project anQ that the 

inc~eused and effective orzo.n~zntion to defend the politi­

eo Jf Isro.el. 

governnent and public relations, taking into 

propaganda and activities bot of the open und the co­

ressurc groups would like the Arorico.n people to be• 

liev0 thD.t not 

Washington. 

zens which feels 

should oakc itsel 

cro.tic governnent 

the clino:tc of 

course, is t 

Zionists constitute a political pressure oup in 

n any vito.l issue will naturally nake itself heard and 

in governnent circles. This is the only way thnt o. dono­

discover how its citizens feel about any vito.l issue, what 

opinion is, and bo guided in its action. Our first duty, of 

interest of our beloved country, are paro.nount. Tho.t 

- nor0 -
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does not ncan that every :,ol~_cy of our State To rtncnt at ny iven 1.1or:ent is 

flawless and ~cyond criticisu. The policies o~ o Goverr.nent in other parts of 

the world, not nerely in tho Near East, huve in so e insto.nccs not been c.s succese­

ful as had been !:.oped . They are boins constc.ntly subjecte:l to re-study e.nd revi­

s_on, and to the earnest criticis1 of patriotic Aner· can citizens. 

In ' onclusion, dear friends, nay , so.J this: There 1.rc eoplc o c (. lling 

ely, I 1 .ve 

olds liste n-

for a new for new dcf·nitiono, new p:.1ilosop .ios. Unfortt: 

none to offer ou, I 1m.ow that e.nong those who auong t}"!O s1:oo 

ing to the pipL of the flocl::s, there has be n great soc.re 1in:;s of ... 100.rt, - CSI;e-

cially tho hccrts f other people. I assur:e tJ tit all r::akes fo Good olenics 

and presuncbly also or good polit~cs. I focr, how"Gvor, thc.t ring<-• 

single new settler or single new collc~ to Israel . aoily tell <-•n Ar::cri-

cc.n Jew or a Canadic.n Jel{ ti.1c.t 1e ::.s not a soo;:i_ Z:.onist unlc s he cocs to Israel. 

This Jew is not likely to lose ovor it. ni1,1y drop out of tho 

Zionist organizction. 

without def"nitions . 

cc.r.. war.~ dovot dly for the State of Isrc.cl 

t .at ho will wor better ,1ithout scoldinc . It 

is clear tho.tour Zionist pr. is far fron coi:1plo ed. We do not c.s yet hc.vo any 

"safely assured hone" pol· ico.lly or econon~.cc.lly,,in Isrnolo Thero is yet !·.uch to 
/ 

be done to achieve secur ty., stc.bilit:-,,. and self- Ll.fficionc:/ f' r Isr::101 . This will 
I 

require the consecrate lc.bor of Jews ever:r-;-1l:cr¢ , _ns:.dc o.nd o ts::.do of Israel, for 

a generation at leas ~ Israel needs ne 

c.nd can be found to attr~ct Jews fron fro 

e.ny enigration T..J.eso ,-n::ys are 

zation at both ends -- not ;:1B.ttcrs of 

fror:1 tt.e Dic.sporn, e.na. ways should 

they c.~0 not subject to 

and organi­

infcctives . Isr::101 also 

undoubtedly constitute the .1c.jority of tl e Jews o tho worlc.o 
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ear Dr . Silver : 

I enclo e the text o our ad ss ·nth tho r vis· ons 
Gu:~ested b r . Lipsky as he a~e them himself. Js you will 
note, there ar~ not very nany, and the rere nade ·rith an o-ye 
to the on .,ressional aud.i -nr.r:.. rather than to the ionist con­
vention. I do not ~ -r e .-.i th one chc1.n ·e that .. J' . Li sky has 
ade, an w!1ich he akes in cvcrytl-J.in • that I i te as . ell-­

he insists on chan0 in " "ear • ast" to 11 1 'iddle East" not,·.1.t:i­
standin..:, the ract t .1at in ,!"'shin ·ton to y Israel l t hP . rab 
states me the ·ear East as istin uis d ... ron the c ... inition 
used b th British •o_ i~n Office . .., 

I hav, transferrc .rr- . Lipsky's revi ·ons to a t~,t in 
the of'· ice, o that i : ou rill t le hone us • .'ednns a. at 
Executive 3- 1060 as soon as . ou ar r .ady, it ··d.11 be a v ry 

----~s+i~,a~p~l~e""~~t't'e'.!r-to r~c ive our reactions to , . ~ipsky ' s pro­
pose ch n.., s . ,e pl.2n to ":lave tl-J.is in th anjs 0$' all me. -
b€rs of the cat and th Ao sc s quickl~ ·s ossiblc . 

,ith best re arjs, 

bbi .t bba .ri.llel . il v r 
he Temple 
nsel .1 oad 
1 .. velan , 01io 

•nclosure 

or ·all,, , 

I . L . 1 nen 

P. s. I also intend to ublish Churchlll'n stat 
i .ress con; r nee est r in the same issue o 

. l. -

ent m de at 
our 1.eport. 

I 
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military strength alone, but the more 
ant tripod on whtch American defense 

stands. One leg of this tripod ls adequate 
training and production. The second 18 
economic strength. The third leg ia our 
splrltual attainments. 

We must have great productlon in our 
mills and factorlea to provide the things 
needed by our Armed Forces and +be civilian 
population. We need great production on 
the farms in order to have plenty of food. 

We need more careful conservation of our 
natural l'esources--our soil, timber, minerals, 
oil, gas and water. 

We must have a strong and sound economy 
to keep our workers gainfully employed and 
to maintain the American standard of living. 

We must have a sound and stable dollar to 
protect the earnings and savings of our 
people against the destructive force of infla­
tion. More nations have been destroyed by 
inflation than by guns. 

And most important, we must have a great 
moral and spiritual revival that will rekindle 
the spirit of religion a.mong every faith and 
every creed. 

I! we take our places on the side of God, 
with faith tn the hlgher power that made 
and preserved ua a nation, we can face · 
the future confident and unafraid. We can 
have no stronger weapon against commun­
ism than the spiritual power of righteous­
ness and obedience to the laws of-man and 
God. 

In planning our m1Utary power we must 
remember that it is only one phase or our 
defensive strength. In recent months there 
has been strong pressure to upset the budget 
plans of the Eisenhower administration for 
national defense. Those who oppose the so­
called New Look of more defense for fewer 
dt\.llars talk about more guns, ships, planes 
and soldiers. 

They advocate a.n Army of such great slz.e 
that 1t could not be armed, equipped and 
maintained without danger to our national 
economy. 

I have given a great deal of study to this 
subject and I have reached the conclusion 
that we should not spread our forces all 
over the world. 

In planning the military defense of our 
Republic, I believe we should have a highly 
trained Regular Army of modest size, based 
here at home. It should have the fl.nest and 
most modern weapons and equipment. It 
should have the greatest mobility and the 
great.est firepower the world bas ever known. 
It should be completely motorized and pre­
pared to move by air and sea to any place 
where it might be needed. 

Our National Guard should be under the 
control of the States until called into the 
Federal service. It should be trained by the 
best and most patriotic brains of the Regular 
Army. We should have a great Reserve Corp:. 
of citizens willlng to continue their military 
training and they must also be under the 
supervision of the best the Army can provide. 

Instead of maintaining a huge standing 
ground force at tremendous cost, I advocate 
building an Air Force so big nnd so powerful 
that we could have complete supremacy in 
the air and enough planes to carry our 
ground troops to any part of the world. With 
such an Air. Force, American Jet fighters and 
bombers, in the event of war, could speedily 
demollsh the Communist lines of communJ.. 
cation and could destroy the heart o! the 
Communist mllltary production. 

We should build up the world's most pow­
erful Navy so that we and our allies wl.11 
have complete command of the sea. We 
should create the world·s strongest merchant 
marine in readiness tor the transportatlon 
of men and the materiel with which to fight. 

I do not agree with those who favor a 
permanent policy of keeping ground troops 
garrlaoned in foreign lands. That would 
require a standing army of such tremendous 
"3ize that its cost could bankrupt our Nation 
ln a short ttme. 

I believe the more practical and effective 
plan would require that ground tr?Opa be 
provided by the anti-Communist countries 
of Europe and Asia. That would give us a 
well-rounded plan of defense when com­
bined with the great air and sea power pro­
vided by the United States and our allies. 

From its earliest beginnings America has 
been dedicated to the ways of peace. 

Our way of Ute has always been under 
attack because the militarists and dictators 
of the world have opposed our concept of 
government based on freedom of the indi­
vidual. 

Our ideals of peace have made America, 
the most productive area on earth, even 
though many other nations had more abun­
dant natural resources. We have surpassed 
other nations with hundreds of years of 
background in spiritual and cultural devel­
opment. 

Let us think more of peace and less of war. 
Let us get back to the plan of the Creator, 

standing together in faith, and working for 
peace through strength, honesty, and ~oyalty. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OJ' 

HON. GEORGE ff. BENDER 
01' OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 1954 

Mr. BENDER. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver has for more than 37 years 
been the spiritual leader of the Temple 
in Cleveland, the largest liberal Jewish 
congregation in the United States. 

He has been actively identified with 
many social movements of our day. He 
was an early champion of the rights of 
organized labor, and one of the first 
advocates in the United States of un­
employment insurance. He served as 
chairman of the American section of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, chairman of 
the American Zionist Emergency Coun­
cil, and as president of the Zionist or. 
ganization of America. Dr. Silver is re­
garded as the foremost spokesman o! 
Zionism in the United States. He rep­
resented the movement before the As­
sembly of the United Nations, and is 
one of the leaders who are responsible 
for the establishment of the State of 
Israel. 

During the inauguration ceremonies of 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower on Janu­
ary 20, 1953, Dr. Silver delivered a prayer. 
He was recently honored in Life maga­
zine as 1 of the 12 leading preachers in 
the United States. 

Dr. Silver is author of several volumes 
on history and religion, notably his work 
on Religion in a Changing World and the 
World Crisis and Jewish Survival. His 
latest book, Vision and Victory, is a col­
lection of his major addresses during the 
crucial years prior to the establishment 
of the State of Israel. 

John Gunther, in his book, Inside 
U. s. A., speaks of Dr. Silver as "the fir.!t 
citizen of Cleveland." 

Dr. Silver is a graduate of the Hebrew 
Union College, and was ordained in 1915. 
He served as president of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis. 

He holds honorary degrees from many 
American universities. In 1948 he re-

ceived the annual national service award 
of Phi Epsilon Rho; in 1949 he received 
the Cardoza memorial award; and in 
1952 he received the award of merit of 
the Jewish War Veterans of the United 
States. In 1953 he received the annual 
award of the Zeta Beta Tau. 

On June 29, 1954, a triangular parcel 
of land adjacent to the Temple on the 
West was dedicated as the Abba Hillel 
Silver Park. It is altogether fitting that 
this development, situated in the cul­
tural heart of Cleveland, should be dedi­
cated to this great man who stands for 
growth and progress and whose ideals 
are in keeping with the furthering of the 
interests of the community of Cleveland. 

I should like to have reprinted in the 
RECORD at this point editorials which 
appeared in the three Cleveland (Ohio) 
papers honoring Rabbi Silver. The first 
appeared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
June 30, 1954: 
SlLVER PARK HONORS A MAN AND AIDS A CITY 

Every Clevelander, whatever his creed. 
should be happy that a.biding honor has been 
paid to the internationally known spiritual 
leader of the temple in the announcement 
that a beautiful vista-the Abba Hillel Silver 
Park-will be constructed adjacent to the 
House of God at Ansel Road and East 105th 
Street. 

Dr. Silver's rabbinate here ot 37 fruitful 
years deserved such an honor. But in addi­
tion to this, creation of the park ts one of 
the best examples of making a fine environ­
ment in a rapidly eha.nglng city that baa 
ever occurred in Cleveland. 

The plan to buy up properties in the 
vicinity of the temple to make room for tbe 
park will, at the same tlme, protect the area. 
from the encroachment of a neighborhood 
which has been running down at the heels. 

Thus, instead of fl.eeing from ehangtng 
conditions, the temple wUI stand firm and 
through this farsighted policy will help to 
rebuild the entire community, for beauty 1a 
catching, and the whole area wm benefit. 

It is the sort ot thing the Illinois Instltut,e 
of Technology did so successfully ln Chicago, 
as did the Micha.el Reese Hospital in the same 
city. 

It is a wise, thoughtful, and worthy thing 
that has been done in bonor of a great 
rellgious leader. 

The second appeared in the Cleveland 
Press on June 29: 

F'oR THE COMMUNITY 

Throughout his 37 years of servlce at 'the 
Temple, Rabbi Abba Hillel Sllver'a wisdom, 
leadership, and inspiration have reached rar 
beyond the limits of his own congregation. 

Thus it is especially appropriate that the 
tribute his congregation has planned for 
him-a large and beautiful park along Ansel 
Road-should also be somethlng wblch the 
whole community can share and enjoy. 

Rabbi Silver has always been a community 
asset of inestimable value. So, too, will thla 
park, located near the cultural heart of the 
city, be a community asset of great and 
enduring value. 

And the third was printed in the 
Cleveland News on June 29: 

RABBI SILVER PA.R.K: A F'INJC TRmUTI: 

A surprise tribute of genuine affection for 
their spiritual leader 18 the announcement 
of the Temple's congregation that it is pur­
chasing and dedlcating in the name of Rabbi 
Abba Hillel SUver 3 acres ot park near the 
synagogue. Laat night'• dinner saluted the 
work of th1a outatanding pastor and Zionist 
leader. 

Citizens of all faiths will hall thls •735,000 
memorial to Babbt Silver, for he 1a identUied 
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not only as a vigorous and penetrating reli­
gious scholar and orator, but a force in all 
movements for the development or Cleve­
land's cultural and welfare assets. 

The [mployment Pictur~ 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. JOHN J. SPARKMAN 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Saturday, July 10, 1954 

Mr. SPARKMAN. Mr. President, on 
yesterday I made a short statement for 
the RECORD relating to some of the ro Y 
looks with reference to employment. In 
today's New York Tribune there is an 
editorial entitled "The Employment Pic­
ture," which makes the same approach 
to this subject that I made, and I believe 
it will be read with considerable interest 
and profit. I, therefore, ask unanimous 
consent to have the editorial printed in 
the Appendix of the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the editorial 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

THE EMPLOYMENT PicruRE 

Early in June, report the Commerce and 
Labor Departments, there were stlll nearly 
S.5 mllllon persons Ln this country without 
work, which represented an increase of 42,000 
eince May. More than 62 million were work­
ing, nearly a mlllion more than in May, and 
most of these workers were on farms. Fac­
tory workers were putting in an average of 
89.6 hours a. week In June, a. trifle more 
than the month before. By the end of .June, 
the number or new claims for unemploy­
ment Jnsurance dropped about as expected, 
when seasonal changes are considered, and 
by the 1st of July they stood at the lowest 
level aince October. 

What do the figures mean? The almost 
Snsignificant increase in unemployment was 
only abOut one-ninth as large as the average 
Increase from May to June of previous years 
11ince 1945, and the smallest in 15 years. 
The long-term unemployed are finding Jobs 
faster than at any tlme since the slight 
economic downturn began last fall. The 
horde or Job seekers released in the economy 
at the end or each school year was nearly 
offset this year. As is normal in the sum­
mertime, many people without Jobs were 
1lndlng them in construction work. Farmers 
normally get new workers in the summer, 
too. But with all seasonal factors consid­
ered, the downtrend In all nonagricultural 
occupations appeared to be leveling off. 

This generally encouraging picture, how­
ever, must be viewed within a long-term 
frame. Last week the National Planning As­
llOClatlon reminded the country that U the 
present rate of economic activity is main­
tained, a $25-billion gap would develop be­
tween actual prOduction figures and the 
hypothetical .figures which would be required 
for full employment. The association feels 
that th18 would mean that unemployment 
would double during the year to come 1t 
business continues at the present rate. 

The only alternatives seen by this distln­
gulahed group of businessmen and econo­
mists were Increased defense ■pending, 

Which mlght have to be authorized by a 
apeclal lle88lon of Congress next fall, or addi­
tional governmental meaaures to allow tbe 
economy to~xpand to full employment levels. 
Thl■ vlew of things seems to be shared b:, 
Arthur P. -Buma, the preatdent'a cblef eco-

nomic adviser, who remarked a month ago 
that unemployment figures or more than 
S million were definitely intolerable, and 
that if business should bump along at June 
levels for another 5 or 6 months, early Gov• 
ernment action would be called for. 

Tes.as Rural Minister of the Year 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Saturday, July 10, 1954 

Mr. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Presi­
dent, a respected Texas minister recently 
was named by the Progressive Farmer 
magazine as rural minister of the y ar 
in my State. He is Dr. E. C. Cargill, 
pastor of the Park Presbyterian Church 
in Italy, Ellis County, Tex. 

I join in paying honor to this fine 
Christian gentleman, and ask unanimous 
consent that a story about him, pub­
lished in the Dallas Times-Herald, be 
printed in the Appendix of the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, 
as follows: 

An 82-year-old Presbyterian mJnf ter has 
been named Texas rural minister of the year 
by the Progressive Farmer, a southwide farm 
magazine, and the Town and Country School 
of Emory (Ga.) University. 

He ts Dr. E . C. Cargill, pastor of the Park 
Presbyterian Church in Italy, Ellls County, 
tor more than 21 years. 

Enthu lastlc letters to the Progre J e 
Farmer from people in Italy w r d termin ­
ing factors ln choosing Dr. argill to receive 
the award for outstanding ervl e to his 
church and community. This is an annual 
presentation by the magazine. 

One letter sa.ys: "He ls the most respected 
and loved man in the community. The 
whole comm.unity takes pride in claiming 
bim so long. He is one of those unusual men 

•that no one ever gets around to criticizing." 
The story of Dr. Carglll, which appears in 

the July issue of the magazine, points out: 
"Dr. cargill was born on a fa.rm in Red 

River Parish, La., in 1872, and bis father was 
a Congregational missionary 1n the State. 

••A product of the rural church be bas 
given his llfe in service to rural and small­
town churches. 

"He came to Texas in 1916, serving as pas­
tor in Italy and Forreston churches from 
1916 untll 1923. In 1940 be came back to 
Italy and since then has been pastor of the 
Italy and Avalon churches. He also served 
the Forreston church from 1940 to 1949. 

••ca11ed the community pastor by Italy 
folks, he rarely misses a. school program or 
activity, is active in the Lions Club, and is 
past president or the Italy Club. School 
children are delighted when be plays the 
harp for. tbem. 

"Dr. Cargill has married many a couple, 
and often hears from couples be married 
years before. One couple sends him a gift 
equal In dollars to the number of years 
they have been married on each anniversary. 

"While pastor at Clarendon, Ark., he was 
sent by his congregation to the World Sun­
day School Convention in Washington, D . C. 
He baa served as synod chairman ot foreign 
m.18siona tor S consecutive years, beginning 
tn 1926, and was elected mOdera.tor of the 
Tesaa aynod ot the Presbyterian Church 
11. s. A. 1n 1933. 

"In November 1949, the Italy com 
held an E. C. Cargill Day to pay tri 
Dr. Cargill and his wife. Sparked by the 
Lions Club, the occasion was a historic one. 
Over 700 persons attended. 

"He was in 1ll health tben-and eligible 
for r t rement. But then and now he r -
fus d to c ase work as long as he Ls physi­
ca lly abl to carry on." 

The Eisenhower Health Reinsurance 
Program 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. JOHN W. HESELTON 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 1954 

Mr. HESELTON. Mr. Speaker, yes-­
terday the House Committee on Inter-­
state and Foreign Commerce reported 
favorably H. R. 8356, which implements 
President Eisenhower's recommendation 
of a program to improve the public 
health by encouraging more extensive 
use of the voluntary prepayment method 
of insurance. 

On Thursday it was announced by the 
Republican leadership that if the bill 
was reported it would be included in the 
program for next week. 

Last night Secretary Hobby spoke over 
the NBC network about the President's 
health program and particularly as to 
the reinsurance plan. She made the 
objectives and the need for the proposal 
very clear. I am confident that all who 
will have the opportunity and respon-­
sibility of voting on this bill shortly will 
find the speech most helpful. I am glad 
to have the privilege of placing it in the 
RECORD. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. To­

night, I would like to talk about n. subject 
or deep personal concern to you: the health 
security of you and your family. 

Health security means the peace of mind 
that comes with the knowledge that you 
and your family wm be able to pay the 
costs of medical and hospital care. As a 
mother, I know that health security lies at 
the very heart or a sound family life. It 
is important for you to know that U you 
or your loved ones should get sick or have 
an accident, it will be possible to get first• 
rate medical care without using your sav­
ings or mortgaging your future. 

We believe that helping individuals meet 
personal disaster 1s a proper concern of 
the Federal Government. Therefore, we 
want to help you build greater health secu­
rity. The Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare 1s responsible for the Federal 
Government's efforts in this field. 

Last January, President Eisenhower, ln hla 
state of the Union message, said: 

"I am flatly opposed to the socialization 
of medicine. The great need for hospital 
and medlcnl services cnn best be met by the 
initiative of private plans. But it Is un!or• 
tunately n fact that medical costs are risin g 
and already 1mpo e severe hardships on many 
fammes. The Federal Government can do 
many helpful things and still carefully avoid 
the soclnlizatlon of medicine." 

In a later m age, the President recom­
mended a four-point health program to help 
meet the needs of the people. 
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PlJBLIC LAW '18 f th 
-"" or e 

H. R. 5833, Hawaii: 
1
An°!~- exchange of 

Hawaliana. It autJ:\We lands needed as the 
publlc land§ irublic schools. 
liltell f,.- PUBLIC LAW 417 

--; H. R. 6888, Hawalt: Still another Hawaltan 
measure. This provides for the lease to na­
tive Hawaiians o! irrigated pastoral lands In 
lots of !rom 40 to 100 acres. 

PUBLIC LAW 41 8 

H . R. 6800. Hawaii again: When the Legis­
lature or Hawaii extended an electric light 
and power franchise on the Island o! Kauai 
It had to come to the Congress (under the 
organic act) for approval. Public Law 418 
0. K.'s the act of the legislature. 

PUBLIC LAW 419 

H. R. 8092. Phillpplnes: Under Public Law 
419 nationals of the Republic of the Philip­
pines coming to the United States as traders 
and Investors will be Issued nonimmlgrant 
visas on the basis of a reciprocal agreement 
granting slmllar privileges to our nationals. 

PUBLIC LAW 420 

H . R. 6655, education of the deaf: 
Columbia Institution for the Deaf was ln­
rporat.ed by Congress In 1857. It consists 

f Oallaudet College, the only college in the 
orld exclusively for deaf students, and 
endall School, an elementary and second­
y school for the deaf. Although not a 
.deral instrumentality, it largely is sup­

pol'ted by Federal appropriations and by 
law 1 Member of the Senate, 2 of the 
House ,;erve on Its board or directors. 

Public Law 420 changes the name to Gal­
Jaudet College (after Rev. Thomas Hopkins 
Gallaudet, 1787- 1851, a clergyman who 
established tc.e first school for the deaf in 
America). It ~1lso provides a new charter 
under which the board of directors wlll 
bave full authority In curriculum and other 
matters similar to that usually exercised 
by the boards or private and State uni­
versities. The objective Is to make Gallaudet 
College adequate to give the advantages or 
higher education to applicants from all sec­
tions of the country who have no other 
place to receive college training. With new 
facfllties and Improved teaching personnel, 
as planned, the college Is expected to have 
a standing sufficiently high to become 
accredited. 

This is the character of legislation I 
especially am happy in supporting with the 
vote you have delegated me to cast "for you. 

PUBLIC LAW 421 

H. R. 8044, Philippines-hospitalization of 
'Y terans: Part of the expense of taking care 
of hospitalized veterans of the Philippine 
Army who served with the Armed Forces of 
the United States in World War II is borne 
by the United States. A hospital , now under 
construction, was made possible by a 22,-
600,000 grant from our Government. Public 
Law 865 of the 80th Congress (1947-48) 
authorized an annual appropriation of ,3,-
285,000 to aid the Phlllpplne Government in 
the care of the veterans. Public Law 421 
of this Congress, passed by the House by 
consent, extends this authorization another 
6 years. 

PUBLIC LAW 422 

8. 1794, care or demented Indians: This 
authorizes the payment to the South Dakota 
State Hospital for the Insane of •8,124 for 
care of demented Indian patients. Through 
inadvertence authority for hospitalization 
had not been cleared previously through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, a.s required, hence 
the necessity tor another law. Passed by 
consent. 

PUBLIC LAW 423 

S. 2654, stone quarry in District of Colum­
bia: In 1898 the District of Columbia pur­
chased 17 acres in nearby Maryland tor a 
•tone quarry. It baa been abandoned for 

years. Public Law 423 gives the District 
commissioners the go-ahead in selling it at 
public auction to the highest bidder. It 
required a. law of Congress. 

Cordially and sincerely, 
BARRATI' O'HARA, 

Member of Congress. 

American Policy In the Middle East 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 
OF 

HON. GEORGE H. BENDER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 15, 1954 

Mr. BENDER. Mr. Speaker, I should 
like to have inserted in the RECORD the 
following speech delivered by Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver, of the Temple, Cleve­
land, Ohio, before the 57th annual con­
vention of the Zionist Organization of 
America at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
on Thursday, June 24, 1954, regarding 
the American policy in the Middle East: 

There is a radical difference between the 
set ot problems which we faced before, and 
the set which we have faced since, the es­
tablishment ot the State of Israel. The 
problems before the State was founded were 
the century-old problems of national home­
lessness, of a people '.'robbed and despolled,'' 
the problems or persecution, concentration 
camps, refugees-where to go, how to sur­
vive-all the desperate problems ot an ab­
normal national existence. 

The problems since 1948 have been the 
more or less famlllar problems which a ny 
pioneering state must face and wrestle ith 
as part of the routine of its establlshmen t 
on firm and secure foundations . T h ese are 
the problems of a normal nation al exist­
ence. They may be grave and serious prob­
lems, but the effort at solving them carr ies 
with it an eager challenge, a cl'eative Joy 
and a deep spiritual confidence. 

These problems bring wi t h them new 
tasks. What these new tasks are ls evident : 
They are the manifold and exciting tasks 
which have to do with nation bulldlng; with 
the construction of new homes and settle­
ments; with bringing springs of water to dry 
lands and gardens to the wilderness. They 
have to do with indust ry, trade, and com­
merce; with mining and engineering ; with 
seafaring and aviation; and wit h all the 
noble arts and enterprl:::es of peace. They 
have to do with education, health, and reli­
gion, and with a people's chosen way of life. 

These new tasks are ~f necessity also con­
cerned "°:1th national defense- the world in 
which we live being the kind of a world it 
is and the neighbors of Israel persistently 
refusing to make peace. Some of these tasks 
possess greater urgency than others; some 
are or longer duration than others; some 
of them will continue Indefinitely since they 
are coextensive with the life of a nation. 
None, however, Is beyond the capacity of the 
State of Israel and of the Jewish people. 

THE CHALLENGE BEFORE US 

The Jewish. people will assuredly match 
its great hour. It possesses the ablllty and 
the resourcefulness. In the long, hard 
school of experience through the centuries 
our people have learned how to build upon 
ruins and bow to build in the face of ad­
versity. Thia 18 the third commonwealth we 
are building, not the first. Others nations· 
succumbed wben their governments were de­
stroyed and their people uprooted. Iarael 
surmounted the lou of its independence; sur­
mounted exlle, dlsperslon, and savage pen,e­
cution; and returned to its ravaged land to 

rebuild it and its national life. Our genera­
tion ts learning the lessons which our fore­
fathers learned in their day-patience and 
perseverance; how to run and not be 
wearied; how to renew its strength; how to 
be deeply concerned and greatly rejoicing at 
the same time. 

When a nation finally settles down from 
its high revolutionary moments or exaltation 
and idealism which attend a liberation move­
ment, to the less her~lc day-by-day business 
of living, there sets in a perceptible emo­
tional letdown. No people can collectively 
live indefinitely on the high plateaus of 
spirit. A leveling off process inevitably fol­
lows. There is no ground here for serious 
concern unless it takes on the character of 
stagnation and demoralization which are the 
by-products of spiritual exhaustion and dis­
illusionment. Our people in Israel and in 
the Diaspora will, I am sure, wish to guard 
themselves against the dangers of such an 
motional deflation. We must be determined 

to keep our minds firmly centered on the 
l argely uncompleted Job of nation building 
stlll before us, which 18 still so full of chal­
lenge-a different kind of challenge to be 
sure-but nevertheless one which can appeal 
to all that is noblest in our natures. 

STUMBLING BLOCKS IN OUll WAY 

There are Jews in our midst who would 
like to see us quit right now-not because 
they have become tired from the heavy bur­
dents which they have carried ln the proc­
ess or helping to build the State of Israel. 
The only burdens which they carried were 
the rocks which they threw at the builders 
like Shimei, the son of Gera, who threw rocks 
at David and cursed him when he was in 
deep trouble fighting for bis kingdom. These 
Jews did everything in their power to pre­
vent the establishment of the State of Israel. 
They put every conceivable stumbling block 
in the way. They Jolned forces with the 
enemies of Israel not or our faith. They 
knocked on every door to inform against 
their own people. Though they were them­
selves religiously indifferent, they suddenly 
discovered, as a shrewd part of their strategy, 
a vast devotion to abstract Judaism, and 
under . that cloak, as the American Council 
for Judaism, they proceeded to spread their 
insidious political propaganda. 

These unhappy Jews, like their Arab spiri­
tual kinsmen, some of whom are prepared to 
sacrifice 10 million Arab lives to wipe out 
the State of Israel, are unreconciled to the 
existence of the state. Since they cannot by 
wishing have lt disappear from the face of 
the earth, th y are trying their best to have 
it reduced In size, crippled, isolated, cut off 
from the sympathy and support of !ellow­
Jews In the rest of the world. They would 
like to see I i;rael a puny, hemmed-in Levan­
tine statelet at the mercy of its Arab neigh­
bors. No more immigration Into Israel. No 
more spiritual identification of American 
Jewry Ith Israel. No intercession In Its 
behalf with governments. From here on only 
Arab spoke men and oll lobbyists and friends 
of the Middle East, and officers of the Ameri­
can Councll for Judaism shall have access to 
the State Department. 

AN AMAZING GENIUS FOil GUESSING WllONO 

Most assuredly, these people would like to 
have us quit right now. And, significantly 
enough, some officials in the Near Ee.stern 
Division of our State Department have been 
echoing their views recently. They have 
been preaching political aermons to the Jews 
or America which well could have been writ­
ten by ghost writers hired by Mr. Lessing 
Rosenwald. 

I do not believe that these officials repre­
sent the true sentiments or the leaders of 
our Government, the President of the United 
States, or the Secretary of State, who have 
time and again given expression of their deep 
and sympathetic interest in the security and 
prosperity of Israel. I suspect, though of 
course I do not mow, that the leaden ot our 
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Government, being otherwise engrossed at 
the moment in the present extremely difficult 
international situation, with wars and revo­
lutions erupting, and with critical interna­
tional conferences monopolizing their atten­
tion, have been compelled to leave the affairs 
of the Middle East largely, although not 
entirely and not finally, in the hands of some 
people in the Department of State who nave 
in the past displayed s~h an amazing genius 
for guessing wrong and for bedeviling the 
political situation. It is the same people, 
who a few short years ago backed the British 
mandatory regime in Palestine to the bitter 
end, who tried to persuade our people that 
there was no room in Palestine for a single 
additional Jewish immigrant, and who have 
been building one strong-man myth after 
another to serve as the keystone ln the arch 
of American foreign policy ln the Middle 
East, only to see their tenuous diplomacy 

, crumble into ruins. 
ARMS l'OR IRAQ 

At the moment, we are persuaded to be­
lieve that salvation in the Middle East will 
come from the feudal Government of Iraq, 
which 1s suddenly discovered to be a para­
gon of democratic virtue and most friendly 
disposed to the United States. Iraq 1s to be 
armed by our Government, not, to be sure, 
with sufficient military equipment to be a 
threat to Israel, but with Just enough mlli­
tary equipment to resist possibie Soviet ag­
gression. Iraq will never use these American 
arms against Israel, we are assured, because 
it says so in the agreement-and agreements, 
as you well know-are never, never broken. 
It is not even clear whether there actually 
exists any such condition in the agreement. 
Iraqi spokesmen have said that the grant of 
arms to their Government was unconditional. 

These officials, bent upon arming Iraq, are 
at the same time telling the Arab world that 
there ls some justification for their fears 
that if the populatioQ of Israel were to ex­
pand materially through further immigra­
tion, lt would be humanly impossible to 
maintain those people within the confines of 
the present state. In other words, they 
imply that Israel would be forced to under­
take wars of aggression against the neighbor­
ing Arab States. A statement to this effect 
was recently made by Mr. Arthur Z. Gardi­
ner, chief political and economic adviser of 
the State Department's near eastern divi­
sion, testifying before the House Foreign Af­
fairs Committee. 

PRO-ARAB PROPAGANDA 

The press report which carried Mr. Gardi­
ner's statement also reported that Repre­
sentative FllANCES BOLTON, of Ohio, chairman 
of the Near Eastern Subcommittee of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, who is well 
known from her earlier violent anti-Zionist 
activities, and who appears to be the ready 
mouthpiece in the House of Representatives 
for all pro-Arab propaganda delivered her­
self of the following: "Israel has been re­
shipping strategic materials to the Soviet 
Union, thereby violating the Battle Act." 
She queried innocently whether Israel ls ac­
tually such a bulwark against communism. 
She said, "Haifa was at one time the center 
of Russian propaganda." She also accused 
the Israelis of letting their land lie fallow, 
refusing to do farmwork, and expressed her 
expert Judgment that Arabs are superior agri­
culturalists. 

AU this, of course, ls strongly reminiscent 
of anti-Zionist propaganda antedating the 
establishment of the State. Mrs. BOLTON 
seems to be ignorant of the tact that the 
agricultural area of Israel has expanded ln 
the last 6 years from 400,000 acres to nearly 
a million, and that agricultural sclentista 
who get their information about agriculture 
from studying the soil and not from clipping 
coupons, have extolled time and again Is­
rael's farming and reclamation achlevementa 
aa among the fi.neat 1n the world. n la 

strange that 1n making these charges against 
the Israelis, Congresswoman BoLTON had 
nothing to say about Arab boycotts and 
blockades which are seriously retarding the 
economic development of the entire Near 
East. While concerned with unfounded 
charges about Israel's reshipping strategic 
materials to the Soviet Union, she seems to 
be not the least concerned about the Arab 
blockade of the Suez Canal, which has made 
it impossible for Israel to obtain oil from 
nearby fields and has been compelled to 
purchase lt from faraway Venezuela which 
involves excessive transportation costs, and 
that Israel today must buy considerable oil 
from the Soviet Union, to save on these 
transportation costs. 

What bllndspots these people develop when 
they come to ride a hobby or a lobby. How 
easily thlngs get out of focus. And what 
dangerously unreliable guides they become 
for American foreign policy. 

A VERY SERIOUS DETERIORATION 

President Eisenhower and Secretary Dulles 
must know that Israel is no threat to the 
basic Interests of American foreign policy in 
the Near East. They must know that Israel 
ts a democracy, deeply rooted in the mlllenlal 
democratic traditions of the Jewish people 
and Judaism, and that It will, to the last, 
defend its democratic way of life and insti­
tutions. They must know that there ls a 
large reservoir of good wlll and gratitude to 
the Government and people of the United 
States among the citizens of Israel for hav­
ing helped so vitally in the establishment of 
their state and for the economic assistance 
which has been given to It to this day. They 
are too proud to put their friendship on the 
auction block or use it in any diplomatic 
game of blackmail. They must know that 
Israel wants peace with all her Arab neigh­
bors, and has time and again asked for it, 
only to be rudely rebuffed. They must know 
that Israel is prepared to cooperate in the 
solution of all the outstanding issues be­
tween it and its neighbors in a spirit of 
good will and is prepared to cooperate ln any 
project such as the Jordan Valley Authority 
to benefit all the peoples involved, provided 
its own vital and legitimate interests are 
safeguarded. From all that has tr~nsplred 
in recent years they must know that the 
Arab League is an instrument for perpetu­
ating turmoil, discord, and be111gerancy in 
the Near East, and that there is no way of 
appeasing Its intranslgeance short of dis­
membering the State of Israel or liquidating 
it altogether. They must realize now that 
the New Look and the new approach which 
the above~mentloned officials and their col­
leagues advocated ln respect to Arab-Israel 
relations have not only not improved matters 
but have contributed to a very serious dete­
rioration. These officials are now attempt­
ing to cover up this progressive deterioration 
with speeches and }ll'Opag"anda designed to 
force concessions from Israel, with no assur­
ance whatsoever of any countervailing action 
on the part of the Arab governments. 

Part of this unfriendly propaganda is to 
suggest to the American Government and 
people, that the United States has contrib­
uted to the State of Israel grants-in-aid far 
in excess of what it has contributed to the 
Arabs. In order to make their case more 
impressive, they have had the amazing ef­
frontery to include in American subsidies to 
Israel what the Jews of the United States 
have themselves out of their own personal 
contributions and through the purchase of 
Israel bonds, given to Israel; also what the 
German Government has contributed by way 
of reparations for Nazi depredations. Noth­
ing is said by them of the hundreds of mil­
lions of dollars in oU royalties which the 
Arab States have been receiving annually 
from American oil compa:pies-Iraq received 
in 1952, ,110 mllllon; Saudi Arabia, ,170 
m111ion; Kuwait, •139 mtllton-some of which 
mllllona at leaat might well have been con-

trlb'-""- h• th ca.use of Ut.-. - ese solicitous Arabs to the 
that Jews bave~lM:~!Ugeea, In the same way 
refugees 1n Israel. ~.,tatl'!~tJ~g to Jewlah 

NO ARMS l'Oll THOSE COMM~Q-_,, 

The Arab States are committed to 
against Israel. So long as they are so com­
mitted, they should not receive arms from 
the United States. They have violently re­
sisted every effort that has been made inside 
and outside the United Nations to persuade 
them to sit down with Israel representatives 
in order to iron out their difficulties and to 
achieve peace. Just a few weeks ago Jordan 
gave additional proof, if such were needed, 
of the unwillingness of any Arab State to 
reach a settlement with Isarel. Jordan had 
presented complaints against Israel to the 
Security Council. The Councll, after much 
wrangling, decided to go Into the entire 
matter in the hope of Improving procedures 
for carrying out the provisions of the armi­
stice so as to avoid future unfortunate Inci­
dents on the borders. Jordan, which is not 
a member of the United Nations, was asked 
whether she would abide by the decisions of 
the Council which, by the terms of the Char­
ter, all member states are obliged to respect. 
Rather than to commit herself to accept any 
pacific settlement which the Council migh 
recommend, Jordan withdrew. Previous! 
Jordan had refused a direct meeting wit 
Israel to which she was obligated by th 
terms of the armistice agreement which s 
signed. It ls clear that arms sent to one r6 

4 
another of these war-minded and pe ~e­
resisting states cannot by any twist of dip­
lomatic dialectics be interpreted as tln en­
couragement of peace. 

ISRAEL SEEKS TO LIVE IN Pl:ACP! 

The State of Israel has done nothing to 
endanger the position of any Arab state in 
the Near East. It ls threatening no one. It 
covets no one's territory. It has instituted 
no boycotts and no blockades against any 
Arab state. It seeks to live in peace with 
everyone. It is convinced that through 
friendly cooperation and the pooling o! re­
sources, the whole area of the Near East can 
be developed in such a way as to bring pros­
perity and a higher standard ot living, health, 
and education to all the peoples there. Israel 
has not flirted with Moscow to embarrass 
Washington. Israel will not sacrifice any of 
its already sharply apocopated territory of 
8,000 square miles In order to augment the 
2,700,000 square miles of Its Arab neighbors. 
It will .qpt agree to close its doors to any 
future immigration-to such who may wish 
to go there and may have to go there-in 
order to assure Arab governments that Israel 
will remain permanently weak and limited 
as to manpower while they get ready for 
their "sdcond round." What folly to expect 
the Government of Israel to issue a Jewish 
white paper against fellow Jews. Within Its 
present borders, given proper industrial and 
agricultural development, Israel can well sup­
port a population of four to five m1llion. 

These facts must be taken Into considera­
tion by any government or any statesman 
who wishes to be helpful in the situation. 
All those who ignore these facts will prove 
to be well-Intentioned or ill-intentioned mis­
chief makers. 

OUR POLICIES ARE SUBJECT TO STUDY AND 
REVISION 

There ls a need for increased and effective 
organization to defend the political interests 
of Israel in the field of government and pub­
lic relations, taking into account the i.'l­
creaslngly bold propaganda and activities 
both of the open and the covert enemies of 
Israel. These pressure groups would like the 
American people to believe that not they, but 
only the Zionists constitute a political pres­
sure group in Washington. What cynicism 
and what utter nonsense. Every group <.>f 
American citizens which feels keenly on any 
vital issue will naturallJ make itsell heard 
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' State Dept. Misrepresents U. S. Sentiments ' -Silver 
Blames Department's Near 
Anti-Israel Line In Speech 

East Diplomats For 
Before Z.O. Meet 

·ew York r p •cial Dr. Abba H illt'I ilvcr of CkvC'l,rnd la. t wet·k 

,oiced his belief that the anti-I rat"! utter, net· e.·pre cd b) r r tain offi ial 

in th<· 't·, r Ea tC'rn D ivi ion of thC' late D epar tm C'nt do not "reprt· Pn t the 

11 ue c ntinwnt~ of the l<-adn. of ur govcrnment who have time and ag, in 

t:iven expre ion of th ir dcPp and ·mpa theti intC'rest in the ccurity and 

pro prrit) of I rad."" H e laid the n· pon ibi lity fat an ti-I r, el <·ntiment upon 

"ppoplc in the tale D partment who have in the pa t displayt'd uch a 

l,\eniu. for guc ing wrong and for 

lwch-viling th <· political situa ti on."' 

Addn• ing th • fourth c ion of 

the 57th nnual conwntion of th 

ZOA Dt . ilw1 cathindy d -

nouncrd rab pok1· men and oil 

lobbyi. t ,ind Frirnd of the Middle 

ast, offir ·r of the "Anwrican Coun­

cil for Judai 111·· who "did everything 

in th l·ir p WC'r to prc·v0 nt the e tab­

Ii hnwnt of the late of I rad .. and 

"who , re now tr) inf.?; their be t to 

hav • it H·dun·d, crippled, i. olated 

rut off from th t· )lllpath, and up­

poll f fellow-Jew in the re t of 

the world ." 

f the "one or two official 111 

tht· '.'\ ra1 Ea t D ivi . ion of our tate 

Depa1 tment who have bt·<·n e hoing 

tht·ir ,·inv re t·ntl) ··, Dt. ilwr had 

thi to .ay: 

' I do not believe that the e of­
ficial repre ent the true entiment 
of the lead ·r of our ovcrnmenl 
~-. ho have time and again given 
expression of their deep and sym­
patheti int re l for th e urity 
and pro perity of I rad.' 

Explains Reasoning 

•· J u prct, but f cour e I do 

not know, tha t the leader of ur 

gove1 nmen t, being otherwi e ngro c-d 

in the pre cnt extreme! • difficult in­

terna ti on, 1 conferences monopolizing 

thei1 attt'ntion, have been compelled 

to leave the alTair of the l\ear Ea t 

largely in th · hand of people in 

the Department of tate who have 

in the pa t, di play d a gt•111u for 

l!U • ing wrong and fo1 bedevilinl{ 
thl' ituation." 

• n wnini,: the recent "unfounded 

chan!e •• made again t I ra<'l b) 

A1 thur Z. ardiner, chief political 

and economic advi or of the tat 

Department' • car Ea tern D ivi ion 

and b) R ep1c enta tiv F ran c • Bol-

ton f h io whom hl' de cribed a 

"the· mouthpiece in th• Hou c of 

R eprc en tative for a ll pro- rab 

p1 opaganda", Dr. ilvc-1 decla1 cl: 
" Pre id nt Ei t'nhowcr and e re-

l<ll, D ulle mu t know that I rael i 

no threat to the ba i inten· t of 

• mc1ican policy in the car Ea t. 

Th y mu. t know that I rael j a 

d<'mocran cl ·t•pl) r oted in th e mil-

knial demo ra ti tradition of th 

J ·, i h pl'opk and J udai 111, and that 

1t will to tlw la t def •nd it dem 

< rati " a) of [if and in tituti n 

"Th must l.nO\ that th r 
a larg r noir of 
gratitude to th go nt and 

p op) of th nit d tate among 
th itizcn of 1 racJ for ha in 

helped o vitall in the e tablish­
mcnt of their tate and for the 
economic a i. tance which has been 
gi en to thi day. They arc too 
proud to put their friendship on 
the auction blo k or u e it in any 
diplomatic gam of blackmail. 

" Th t·, mu t knm th a t I sraC'l 

want peace with a ll her Arab neigh­

bor, and ha time and again a keel 

for it on ly to be rudely n·bulTed . 

The~ mu t kno" that I rad i pre­

pared to ooperate in th t• olution 

of a ll the out landing i. U(' betwt·en 

it and it. neighbor in a pirit of 

good-wi ll and i prepared to cooper­

ate in an • projt·ct uch a. the J or­

dan a llc) ,\uthority to benefit .ill 

tlw pt·opl«:- involved, provided it 

own vital and kgitimatc intc·,e t are 
safeguarded. 

Instrument Of Turmoil 

"F10111 a ll that ha tran. pi red in 
t('n•nt yt·ar , the) mu t kn w th at 

the rab League i. an in. trum nt 

for perpetuating turmoil, di cord and 

lwll igerancy in th e rea1 Ea . t and 

then· i no wav f appea ing it. in-

1rawig1·nc<· hon of di ml'mb ring 

th e tatt> of I. 1ael r liqu idatin~ it 
a I togt·ther. •• 

Dr. ilwr ca lled at ten t ion to the• 
"ama1in{( dfronten •• of tho e offi­

~ia l . unfrit·ndly to the tall" of I. r, cl, 

111 rncludin{( in th e figure on the 

Arnnirnn ub. idie to I rael "wha t 

the J ew of the nited tate haw 

9f their own per ona l ontribu ti on 

and throu~h the purcha e of the I -

rac-li Bond., gi en to I rael: also what 

th t· ,crman Gov rnment ha con trib­

uted by way of n ·paration fat az1 
depradation ."' 

•• o th ing i said b) thl'm", he 

continut"d, "of the hundrt'd of mi l­

lion of d liar in oil 10_ a ltie which 

the Arab tale have bt·en recl'iving 

~nnua ll ) from .\meri an oi l co111pan-

1e Iraq 1 <'Cl'iwd in 1 52, 110 mil­

lion dollat audi Arabia 170 Mil­
lion Kuwait I 39 million om of 

whi h million might well have b c·n 

con t ribu ted b) the e ·olicitiou rab 

to the· cau e of Arnh 1 ,f ugec, in 

the ame way that th e J<'w have 

bl'en contributing to the Jn i h r f­
ug •e in I rae1··. 

"But thi ··, he empha i7t•d "i nc -

t' r rdern·d to b • the e poke men 

who wi h it to b knO\ n that the 

are impanial for thi cl arl) would 

not be to the ad an ta~e of th ·ir 
pro-Arab propa~and,t."" 

Chargin{( that "the Arab tate ar • 

ommittl'd to war again t I ra I ond 

hould not 1 er 1ve a1 m fr m tht· 

nited t te I n~ a th y ar 

,o comrnittecl·· Dr. ilver point1·cl out 

"th.it 1h1·, hav<• violt'nth 1t·,i,tcd 

<'Ven effur t that ha. been 111.idt in­

. idc and outsidl' the lJnit<·d • 'ation 

to per uad<· them to it down with 

l~raeli tepre. <·nt.1tive. in 01dcr to iron 

out th<·ir difficulti<·. and to achicvt· 

pt·ac1·."" H e ci tt'CI a pro f of this, 

J ordan's nTen t anion bdoH· tht · 

nited 'ation , when, "aftet prc--

. cnting complaint again. t Is1;wl to 

th e c-cu1 il) Council he withdr nv 

1 a thcr tha 11 corn mi t herself to ac ccpt­

i ng an) pacific ettlt-m rnt , hich the 

e urity Counci l might n·c muH"nd . 

P rcviou ly J ordan had refu. eel a call 

t a d irect mc·1·ting with I.1 ad to 

which he , a oblil{< tl'd bv the term 

of the Anni t in Agreem<·nt , ... hich 
. he ignt·d.". 

"It i clear that arm. ent to 
one or another of th e "ar-mindcd 
and peace-re I tmg state cannot 
by any twi t of diplomatic dialer­
lies be interpreted as an encourage­
ment of pea e", he added. 

nclt-rlining L rad· 1·arm· t d • ir 

for peacdul re lation with hP1 neigh­

bor, Dr. ilvt'r declan·d: 

"The· ta tt· of l s1a1·l has done 

nothing to !'ndan1.?;<'1 th<· po itio11 of 

. ny Arah tatc in the '1•a1 East. 

It threatening no Olll' . It rovct~ 

no one territory . It ha!> in tit11tcd 

no b )<·ott, and no I lo kad1 . ai.:ain t 

an~ . rah State· . It . eek. to liv1· in 

pt·acC' with even· m·. It ha. not flir­
lcd , ith io. co·w to impn· \\',,~h ini.:­

ton."' 

Fur thn defining brae!", po. ition, 

ht· . aid: 

"It will not a I ificc· an) of it· 

alre.1d, sharply apo opated tt·n ito1 y 

of 8 000 quarc milt- in ord,·1 to 

augment the 2 700 000 quart· mile. 

of it Arab n<·ighbors. It , ill not 

agree to clo e it d 01. to am future 

immigration- to . uch who 111 ,1\ wi . h 

to go thn· and hav!' to go th,·1c-

111 01 d!'r to a, 111 t' .\ rah govrrnm1•nt 

th.it hr .it! ,\ill rnnain p.-r111.1m·111l 

W!'ak ,ind limit<·d .1 to 111.trr-pmq 1 

while thn gt t re .id, fen 1h ,·11 t -

oncl rouncr _.. 

Tlw Zioni t lt-,,<l<"r \\ ., 1111fidt 11t 

th,1 t no ta,k f.11 i ng hr.11 I \\ ,t. hl­

' oncl it, t aparit, or tht · , 1p,11 it, < f 

th<• J c" i h pc oplc :· 
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BRINCINC WATER TO GALILEE 

THESE ISRAELI workmen build a new type of irrigation channel in 
the cotton fields of the Beisan Valley in the southern area of Galile . 
Farmers in the valley grow many of the food prod\ACts lsr el xports 
abroad , including olives, grapes, bananas citrus fruits, dates, figs, 
dible oils and numerous crops that are preserv d and canned. I ddi-

tion, irrigation has made possible th growth of a v riety of new 

agricultural produeta. 
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AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

by OR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Excerpts from an address delivered by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio, before the 57th Annual Convention of the Zionist Organiza• 
tion of America at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel on Thursday, June 24, 1954. 

There is a radical difference between the set of problems which we faced before, 
and the set which we have faced since, the establishment of the State of Israel. The 
problems before the State was founded were the century-old problems of national 
homelessness, of a people "robbed and despoiled", the problems of persecution, 
concentration camps, refugees-where to go, how to survive-all the desperate prob­
lems of an abnormal national existence. 

The problems since 1948 have been the more or less familiar problems which any 
pioneering state must face and wrestle with as part of the routine of its establish­
ment on firm and secure foundations. These are the problems of a normal national 
existence. They may be grave and serious problems, but the effort at solving them 
carries with it an eager challenge, a creative joy and a deep spiritual confidence. 

These problems bring with them new tasks. What these new tasks are is evi­
dent: they are the manifold and exciting tasks which have to do with nation building, 
with the construction of new homes and settlements, with bringing springs of water 
to dry lands, and gardens to the wilderness. They have to do with industry, trade 
and commerce, with mining and engineering, with seafaring and aviation, and with 
all the noble arts and enterprises of peace. They have to do with education, health 
and religion, and with a people's chosen way of life. 

These new tasks are of necessity also concerned with national defense-the world 
in which we live being the kind of a world it is, and the neighbors of Israel persist­
ently refusing to make peace. Some of these tasks possess greater urgency than oth­
ers; some are of longer duration than others; some of them will continue indefinitely 
since they are co-extensive with the life of a nation. None, however, is beyond the 
capacity of the State of Israel and of the Jewish people. 



The Challenge Before Us 
The Jewish people will assuredly match its great hour. It possesses the ability 

and the resourcefulness. In the long, hard school of experience through the cen­
turies our people have learned how to build upon ruins, and how to build in the 
face of adversity. This is the Third Commonwealth we are building, not the first. 
Other nations succumbed when their governments were destroyed and their people 
uprooted. Israel surmounted the loss of its independence, surmounted exile, disper­
sion and savage persecution, and returned to its ravaged land to rebuild it and its • 
national life. Our generation is learning the lessons which our forefathers learn·ed 
in their day-patience and perseverence; how to run and not be wearied; how to re­
new its strength; how to be deeply concerned and greatly rejoicing at the same 

time. 

When a nation finally settles down from its high revolutionary moments of exal­
tation and idealism which attend a liberation movement, to the less heroic day-by­
day business of living, there sets in a perceptible emotional let-down. No people 
can collectively live indefinitely on the high plateaus of spirit. A leveling-off proc­
ess inevitably follows. There is no ground here for serious concern unless it takes 
on the character of stagnation and demoralization which are the by-products of spir­
itual exhaustion and disillusionment. Our people in Israel and in the Diaspora will, 
I am sure, wish to guard themselves against the dangers of such an emotional de­
flation. We must be determined to keep our minds firmly centered on the largely­
uncompleted job of nation building still before us, which is still so full of challenge­
a different kind of challenge to be sure-but nevertheless one which can appeal to 
all that is noblest in our natures. 

Stumbling Blocks in the Way 
There are Jews in our midst who would like to see us quit right now-not because 

they have become tired from the heavy burdens which they have carried in the 
process of helping to build the State of Israel. The only burdens which they carried 
were the rocks which they threw at the builders, like Shimei, the son of Gera, who 
threw rocks at David and cursed him when he was in deep trouble fighting for his 
kingdom. These Jews did everything in their power to prevent the establishment 
of the State of Israel. They put every conceivable stumbling block in the way. They 
joined forces with the enemies of Israel n:>t of our faith. They knocked on every 
door to inform against their own people. Though they were themselves religiously 
indifferent, they suddenly discovered, as a shrewd part of their strategy, a vast de­
votion to abstract Judaism, and under that cloak, as the American Council for 
Judaism, they proceeded to spread their insidious political propaganda. 

These unhappy Jews, like their Arab spiritual kinsmen, some of whom are pre­
pared to sacrifice ten million Arab lives to wipe out the State of Israel, are unrecon­
ciled to the existence of the State. Since they cannot by wishing have it disappear 
from the face of the earth, they are trying their best to have it reduced in size, 
crippled, isolated, cut off from the sympathy and support of fellow-Jews in the rest 
of the world. They would like to see Israel a puny, hemmed-in Levantine statelet 



at the mercy of its Arab neighbors. No more immigration into Israel! No more spir­

itual identification of American Jewry with Israel. No intercession in its behalf with 

governments! From here on only Arab spokesmen and oil lobbyists and friends of 

the Middle East, and officers of the American Council for Judaism shall have access 

to the State Department! 

An Amazing Genius for Guessing Wrong 

Most assuredly, these people would like to have us quit right now! And, sig­

nificantly enough, some officials in the Near Eastern Division of our State Depart­

ment have been echoing their views recently. They have been preaching political 

sermons to the Jews of America which well could have been written by ghost 

writers hired by Mr. Lessing Rosenwald. 

I do not believe that these officials represent the true sentiments of the leaders 

of our Government, the President of the United States, or the Secretary of State, who 

have time and again given expression of their deep and sympathetic interest in the 

security and prosperity of Israel. I suspect, though of course I do not know, that 

the leaders of our Government, being otherwise engrossed at the moment in the 

present extremely difficult international situation, with wars and revolutions erupt­

ing, and with critical international conferences monopolizing their attention, have 

been compelled to leave the affairs of the Middle East largely, although not entire­

ly and not finally, in the hands of some people in the Department of State who 

have in the past displayed such an amazing genius for guessing wrong and for be­

devilling the political situation. It is the same people, who a few short years ago 

backed the British mandatory regime in Palestine to the bitter end, who tried to per­

suade our people that there was no room in Palestine for a single additional Jewish 

immigrant, and who have been building one Strong-Man myth after another to serve 

as the keystone in the arch of American foreign policy in the Middle East, only to see 

their tenuous diplomacy crumble into ruins. 

Arms for Iraq 
At the moment, we are persuaded to believe that salvation in the Middle East 

will come from the feudal government of Iraq, which is suddenly discovered to be a 

paragon of democratic virtue and most friendly disposed to the United States. Iraq 

is to be armed by our government, not, to be sure, with sufficient military equip­

ment to be a threat to Israel, but with iust enough military equipment to resist possible 

Soviet aggression! Iraq will never use these American arms against Israel, we are 

assured, because it says so in the agreement-and agreements, as you well know 

-are never, never broken. It is not even clear whether there actually exists any 

such condition in the agreement. Iraqi spokesmen have said that the grant of arms 

to their government was unconditional. 

These officials, bent upon arming Iraq, are at the same time telling the Arab 

world that "there is some iustification for their fears that if the population of Israel 

were to expand materially through further immigration, it would be humanly im-



possible to maintain those people within the confines of the present State." In 
other words, they imply that Israel would be forced to undertake wars of aggres­
sion against the neighboring Arab States. A statement to this effect was recently 
made by Mr. Arthur z. Gardiner, chief political and economic advisor of the State 
Department's Near Eastern Division, testifying before the House Foreign Affairs Com­

mittee. 

Pro-Arab Propaganda 
The press report which carried Mr. Gardiner's statement also reported that Rep­

resentative Frances Bolton of Ohio, Chairman of the Near Eastern Sub-Committee 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee, who is well known from her earlier violent anti­
Zionist activities, and who appears to be the ready mouth-piece in the House 
of Representatives for all pro-Arab propaganda delivered herself of the following: 
"Israel has been re-shipping strategic materials to the Soviet Union, thereby vio­
lating the Battle Act." She queried innocently whether Israel is actually such a 
bulwark against Communism. She said, "Haifa was at one time the center of 
Russian propaganda." She also accused the Israelis of letting their land lie fallow, 
refusing to do farm work, and expressed her expert iudgment that Arabs are su­
perior agriculturalists. All this, of course, is strongly reminiscent of anti-Zionist prop­
aganda ante-dating the establishment of the State. Mrs. Bolton seems to be ig­
norant of the fact that the agricultural area of Israel has expanded in the last six 
years from 400,000 acres to nearly a million, and that agricultural scientists who 
get their information about agriculture from studying the soil and not from clipping 
coupons, have extolled time and again Israel's farming and reclamation achieve­
ments as among the finest in the world. It is strange that in making these 
charges against the Israelis, Congresswoman Bolton had nothing to say about Arab 
boycotts and blockades which are seriously retarding the economic development of 
the entire Near East. While concerned with unfounded charges about Israel's re­
shipping strategic materials to the Soviet Union, she seems to be not the least con­
cerned about the Arab blockade of the Suez Canal, which has made it impossible for 
Israel to obtain oil from nearby fields and has been compelled to purchase it from far­
away Venezuela which involves excessive transportation costs, and that Israel today 
must buy considerable oil from the Soviet Union, to save on these transportation 
costs. 

What blind-spots these people develop when they come to ride a hobby or a 
lobby! How easily things get out of focus! And what dangerously unreliable guides 
they become for American foreign policy! 

A Very Serious Deterioration 
President Eisenhower and Secretary Dulles must know that Israel is no threat 

to the basic interests of American foreign policy in the Near East. They must know 
that Israel is a democracy, deeply rooted in the millenial democratic traditions of 
the Jewish people and Judaism, and that it will, to the last, defend its democratic 
way of life and institutions. They must know that there is a large reservoir of 
good-will and gratitude to the Government and people of the United States among 



the citizens of Israel for having helped so vitally in the establishment of their State 

and for the economic assistance which has been given to it to this day. They are 
too proud to put their friendship on the auction block or use it in any diplomatic 
game of blackmail. They must know that Israel wants peace with all her Arab 

neighbors, and has time and again asked for it, only to be rudely rebuffed. They must 

know that Israel is prepared to cooperate in the solution of all the outstanding is­

sues between it and its neighbors in a spirit of good-will and is prepared to cooper­

ate in any project such as the Jordan Valley Authority to benefit all the peoples 

involved, provided its own vital and legitimate interests are safe-guarded. From 

all that has transpired in recent years they must know that the Arab League is an 

instrument for perpetuating turmoil, discord and belligerency in the Near East, and 

that there is no way of appeasing its intransigeance short of dismembering the State 

of Israel or liquidating it altogether. They must realize now that the New Look and 

the new approach which the above mentioned officials and their colleagues advocat­

ed in respect to Arab-Israel relations have not only not improved matters, but have 

contributed to a very serious deterioration. These officials are now attempting to 

cover up this progressive deterioration with speeches and propaganda designed to 

force concessions from Israel, with no assurance whatsoever of any countervailing ac­

tion on the part of the Arab governments. 

Part of this unfriendly propaganda is to suggest to the American Government 

and people, that the United States has contributed to the State of Israel grants-in-aid 

far in excess of what it has contributed to the Arabs. In order to make their 

case more impressive, they have had the amazing effrontery to include in Amer­

ican subsidies to Israel what the Jews of the United States have themselves out of 

their own personal contributions and through the purchase of Israel Bonds, given to 

Israel; also what the German Government has contributed by way of reparations for 

Nazi depredations. Nothing is said by them of the hundreds of millions of dollars 

in oil royalties which the Arab States have been receiving annually from Ameri­

can oil companies-Iraq received in 1952, 110 million dollars; Saudi Arabia, 170 

million; Kuwait, 139 million-some of which millions at least might well have been 

contributed by these solicitous Arabs to the cause of the Arab refugees, in the same 

way that Jews have been contributing to Jewish refugees in Israel. 

No Arms for Those Committed to War 
The Arab States are committed to war against Israel. So long as they are so 

committed, they should not receive arms from the United States. They have violently 

resisted every effort that has been made inside and outside the United Nations to 

persuade them to sit down with Israel representatives in order to iron out their dif­

ficulties and to achieve peace. Just a few weeks ago Jordan gave additional 

proof, if such were needed, of the unwillingness of any Arab State to reach a set­

tlement with Israel. Jordan had presented complaints against Israel to the Security 

Council. The Council, after much wrangling, decided to go into the entire matter 

in the hope of improving procedures for carrying out the provisions of the Armistice 

so as to avoid future unfortunate incident; on the borders. Jordan, which is not a 

member of the United Nations, was asked whether she would abide by the decisions 

of the Council which, by the terms of the Charter, all member states are obliged to re-



spect. Rather than to commit herself to accept any pacific settlement which the 

Council might recommend, Jordan withdrew. Previously Jordan had refused a di­

rect meeting with Israel to which she was obligated by the terms of the Armistice 

Agreement which she signed. It is clear that arms sent to one or another of these war­

minded and peace-resisting states cannot by any twist of diplomatic dialectics be in­

terpreted as an encouragement of peace. 

Israel Seeks to Live in Peace 
The State of Israel has done nothing to endanger the position of any Arab State 

in the Near East. It is threatening no one. It covets no one's territory. It has 

instituted no boycotts and no blockades against any Arab State. It seeks to 

live in peace with everyone. It is convinced that through friendly cooperation and 

the pooling of resources, the whole area of the Near East can be developed in such a 

way as to bring prosperity and a higher standard of living, health and education to 

all the peoples there. Israel has not flirted with Moscow to embarrass Washing­

ton. Israel will not sacrifice any of its already sharply apocopated territory of 

8,000 square miles in order to augment the 2,700,000 square miles of its Arab 

neighbors. It will not agree to close its doors to any future immigration-to 

such who may wish to go there and may have to go there-in order to assure 

Arab Governments that Israel will remain permanently weak and limited as to 

manpower while they get ready for their "second round". What folly to expect the 

Government of Israel to issue a Jewish White Paper against fellow Jews! Within its 

present borders, given proper industrial and agricultural development, Israel can 

well support a population of four to five millions. 

These facts must be taken into consideration by any government or any states­

man who wishes to be helpful in the situation. All those who ignore these facts 

will prove to be well-intentioned or ill-intentioned mischief makers. 

Our Policies Are Subject to Study and Revision 
There is a need for increased and effective organization to defend the political 

interests of Israel in the field of government and public relations, taking into ac­

count the increasingly bold propaganda and activities both of the open and the co­

vert enemies of Israel. These pressure groups would like the American people to 

believe that not they, but only the Zionists constitute a political pressure group in 

Washington. What cynicism and what utter nonsense! Every group of American 

citizens which feels keenly on any vital issue will naturally make itself heard and 

should make itself heard in government circles. This is the only way that a demo­

cratic government can discover how its citizens feel about any vital issue, what the 

climate of public opinion is, and be guided in its action. Our first duty, of course, 

is to America and the interests of our beloved country are paramount. That does 

not mean that every policy of our State Department at any given moment is 

flawless and beyond criticism. The policies of our Government in other parts of 

the world, not merely in the Near East, have in some instances not been as success­

ful as had been hoped. They are being constantly subiected to re-study and re­

vision, and to the earnest criticism of patriotic American citizens. 



THE MUTUAL SECURITY ACT 
The House of Representatives approved the Administration's 3.3 billion dollar 

1954 Mutual Security Program on June 30 and sent the measure to the Senate, 

which is expected to act upon it early in July. 

As approved by the House, the bill authorizes the Administration to spend $130 

million for development assistance in the Near East. 

The amount to be authorized for Israel is not specified in the bill, but it is ex­

pected that the total will be something less than the $52.5 million which was grant­

ed by the Administration in the lost fiscal year. 

The bill approved by the House provides that on~-holf of the funds for develop­

ment assistance must be given in the form of loans, which may be repaid under 

conditions to be worked out by the Administration. Repayment is permitted in 

currencies of the recipient countries. 

In its report on the legislation, the House Committee on Foreign Affairs declared: 

"The State of Israel, struggling to build a secure foundation for its continued 

independence, hos also hod to deal with the moss immigration of several hun­

dred thousand refugees from all over the world. American and other free-world 

Jewry have mode significant contributions in this process. A loan of $135 mil­

lion has been made by the Export-Import Bank. In addition, large grants of as­

sistance have been furnished under the Mutual Security Program. The Israel 

Government has taken extraordinary measures in recent months to put its economy 

on an orderly basis. These measures, plus a substantial increase in exports and 

the realization of German reparations payments, have brightened the economic out­

look considerably, but not to a degree where further development assistance is 

no longer necessary. 

"Funds for development assistance will be used to assist Israel to find homes 

and useful work for its people and to provide for modest capital development 

necessary for these and similar vital obiectives." 

The 1300-page transcript of the hearings before the House Committee disclosed 

that the Administration spokesmen made a strong case for continued economic 

assistance to Israel. They reported on the effective use which Israel has made of 

funds previously granted and on the progress which Israel hos mode towards eco­

nomic independence. However, some of the testimony presented by officials of the 

Department of State revealed a regrettable tendency on the port of Administra­

tion spokesmen to shift responsibility for the lack of peace in the Near East from the 

Arab states to Israel. 

The American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs submitted an analysis of 

the testimony to members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. The memo­

randum declared that "it is not impartiality to bring pressure against one side and 

to pamper and coddle the other" and that "we shall not gain peace in the Near 

East if we ore defeatist or if we gloss over the failure of the Arab states to respond 

to their international obligations." 



"I AM A ZIONIST" -Sir Winston Churchill 
During his press conference in Washington on June 28, 1954, Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill was asked to comment on the prospects for an 
Arab-Jewish peace. 

Sir Winston replied as follows: 

"I om a Zionist. Let me make that clear. I was one of the original ones, ofter 
the Balfour Declaration, and I hove worked faithfully for it. 

"I think it a most wonderful thing that this community should hove established 
itself, so effectively turning the desert into fertile gardens and thriving townships, 
and should hove afforded a refuge to millions of their co-religionists who hod suf­
fered so fearfully under the Hitler, and not only under the Hitler persecution. I think 
it is a wonderful thing. 

"I also hove a great liking for the Arabs. I was the man who appointed 
Abdullah to be King of Transjordania. I presented to the Cabinet that idea, and 
they put it into force. Alas, he had been murdered. But I have the greatest regard 
for the Arabs, too. Really, I think we ought to be able, somehow or other, to use 
our influence from every quarter to make them work out a plan together. 

"It is so easy to reduce what little there is of that part of the world to the desert, 
to the level of the desert, and that is all that can be done by their quarrels; 
whereas by agreements and so forth, we may be able to greatly increase the 
population who can live in that area. There were far more 2,000 years ago than 
there are now in Palestine; and we not only can greatly increase the population in 
the area, but we can bring a harmony there which will be a security and not an ele­
ment of anxiety in the Middle East. Let us be tolerant and let us be friendly, and let 
us support Arab rights and help forward the legitimate Zionist aspirations." 
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