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TERCENTENARY ADDRESS = BUFFALO, NEW YORK
OCTOBER 2L, 195L

DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER

This is an occasion to lock backward and to look forward., We look back with
pride and gratitude. We lock forward with confidence and high hope. Our beginnings
here were humble, as were the beginnings of all peoples who came to these shores.
Steadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last three-quarters of a cen-
tury, our numbers increased and we shared eagerly and gratefully in the growing
and evolving life of America. Our people became in outlook true children of the
New Jorld, and in service and devotion, loyal and proud citizens of the United
States. They served it patriotically in peace and in war. They made creditable
contributions to its material prosperity, to its political and social progress,
its democratic institutions, tn l.ahnr and ifndu:w_r; ‘%o»:l.flpu arts, science, literature,
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and music. They supported genernualar al‘t the ] I“*
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and institutions of their cmnities = Jmlsh and ﬁ&n—-.lewiah alike. They have been

not an ummorthy or unimportant p&r‘l:. of the l!;ﬂlorful, unique and noble mosaic
pattern which is America.

Nor have they ignored or forgotten their own religious heritage., They re-
mained faithful to it. Upon the shores of the new land ther built their syna-
gogues, their schools and their institutions of learning and philanthropy which
have always embodied the ethicel ideals and the way of 1life of our people. They
did not isolate themselves from the lot of their fellow-Jews in other parts of
the world. They remained bound to them in fraternal solitude. They helped them
in their needs. They came to their defense when attacked. They poured out their
generosity when tragedy overtook them. They rallied to the task of building the

State of Israel when the historic moment arrived, and they have undergirded it




e
with their support and unflagging interest since then.

They remembered why those twenty-three Pilgrims came tc Nieuw Amsterdam.
They came here for the same reason that a generation before them another group of
men and women had come from England to Flymouth Rock. They wanted to remain loyal
to their faith. They contimied the noble tradition which was set by the founder
of their faith, Abraham, whowas the first pilgrim of mankind, for conscience sake.
Among the first things which the twenty-three Jewish pilgrims requested of Peter
Stuyvesant, the governor of Meuw Amsterdam, was permission to build a synagogue
and to purchase a burial plot. They wanted to found a Jewish community.

Very little indeed were the possessions which these refugee pilgrims brought

with them to the New World, a;t ther dj.d bring % heir ma st precious possession

of all, the Bible, This bc:-ok mntainagLa varse 1\‘ Te k:; century and a quarter later

s 244
the founding fathers of the W:.ﬁﬂhremblic had. igscribed upon the Liberty Bell -

a verse from the Book of Leviticus — "And ya shall proclaim liberty throughout the
land unto all the inhabitants thereof." ILiberty is the key idea in Judaism along
with the ideas of unity and compassion. Kings in ancient Ierael were never per-
mitted to be autocratic and absolute. They were never deified or worshipped, as
was the case throughout the ancient world and in the Greco-Foman world. All men =
king, nobleman, priest, and common man were subject to the =ame over-arching moral
law of God. A prophet in Israel could bring a king who had grievously sinned down
to his knees by confronting him with the words "Thou art the man." The passion
for freedom was strong among our people throughout the ages. An eminent Rabbi
declared: "Every human being has the right to say 'For my sake was the whole world
created. '

It was this same Bible which inspired the Puritans, who justified their
anti-monarchial peosition and their demand for civil and political liberty by
the words of the Old Testament. It was this ssme Bible which inspired the
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Declaration of Independence, the anti-slavery movement in the United States,
and every movement for the economic and social advancement of the working masses
of the people in the United States.

Kany have been the ccntributions of our people during these last 300 years
to the progress of America, but none has been as momentous as the spiritual contri-
bution in fashioning its bssic institutions and its dominant traditions. I venture
to say that we Jews of America can make no more significant contribution as Jews
in the future to the advancement of our beloved country than to preserve and ex-
press these basic spiritual elements in our i:istnric i‘aith which have molded the

great civilisations of mankinde\/ |J |4 Eﬁ%
- |§ gL

%e have now closed three, cbnm:ies‘bf vingi_:i!tcgtja country. In no other
land have our people been nrivilaged to ¢nj so l;:l%g:a period of uminterrupted
and peaceful dwelling and la'bor L‘-an we think hopefully of the future as Jews
and as Americans? I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to
do so, though we canot be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed
nor automatic; nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and
unpredictable in history have upset all man's most careful calcultions,

I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we are
moving towards an even greater age. I believe that our present age is one of the
greatest in human history. e are too near our times properly to appraise them.
One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective.
le ourselves are too much involved in the turmeil, the fears, and the conflicts
of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging.

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in
idealism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disaster. There are

very few people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am persuaded that it
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is truly a great age. Historic events, great in amplitude and consegquence, are
coming to pass in our day. I am not thinkingy at the moment of the new worlds which
science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matter and
energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods of production, dis-
tribution, transportation and communication. I am not referring to the amazing
progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the health of the
human race and increased the average length of life, nor to the marvels of engineer-
ing and the miracles of construction.

in characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress

and welfare, in terms of human ajhl;npcgq:qnt More is being done

|
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in our day for the imprm!tﬂttlﬁf_tghﬂ _ggndi --y “¢ommon man, for the

(O\LL)/0) A )
raising of his standard of living, his health, hi#eflucation, and for his protection

against the disabilities of sickness , unemployment and cld age, than in any genera-

tion, than in any five generations in the past. Never were more determined efforts
being made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a
better way of life for all.

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have
risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved,
freecom and self-determination. Within the last ten years one-fourth of the earth's
population = more than five hundred million non-self-goverming pecple = have
obtained their political freedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their death-
throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day, and
the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing to a close,

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things,
but to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical
new re-integration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man,
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a change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress without
danger = but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities.
I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age
is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the corner.
The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve of the
millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the
hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty
and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless of race
or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples
to national freedom and irdependence? 1Is it trying to organize the world for
peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major trends,

our age has given welcome evidence of great éatarninaticn and of considerable prograss.

. I‘
'sx"E;?litinn of war, t he reduction
of poverty, and the aliminatinuxaf racial i qualitgiliihzse are the three major

It is moving purposefully in ﬁhe night'di;acti
trends of our century. "f}t*'- : b,

Yurs is a great age, and f ﬁelievﬁ.ne entering into an even greater age.
The wave of the future, the true direction of man's pilgrimaze and destiny may be,
from time to time, thwarted and opposed, dammed up, as it were, and obstructed,
drawn off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently estopped.

In our day this moral forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and
insolent resistance of Nazism, of Fascism and of Communist d:ctatorship. These
have viclently resisted the spiritual aspirations which conssitute mankind's wave
of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised him larger free-
doms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about a classless
society. They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the ommoving tides

of man's irresistible spirit have now swept over the shattered ruins of some of



these sinister aberrations and dark conspiracies of the rebels against light -
though they have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And the tides are now
whirling around the basticns of the remaining dictatorships of the earth. They will
surely succumb. They canrot, in the long run; win in the contest for man's heart
and man's loyalties. Man has struggled through the long, weary centuries to free
himself from the bondage of nature. He will not veluntarily and for long submit

to the bondage of man, Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor statism nor mili-
tarism can or will command the fortunes of the human race. They represent the sunk
wreckage of the past which the storms of our day have dredged up again from the
bottom of their buried depths and have set them afloat again dangerously along the
ship lanes of the world.

The coming age will be a great age fpr | [hesnext hundred years at
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least seem likely to be knunn, helie#&, as f “i Century," in the same

sense as the 19th century was “Eh&.ﬂantury of Gman tain.ﬂ Destiny has singled

out our beloved country, the fnrbnnst dambnrrny on aarth, to give leadership to the
world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic predica-
ment in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove itsell
equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it
will be guided by the prophetic insiphts and the wide perspectives of the Founding
Fathers of this republic.

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable
the many evolving and fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out their
destinies in the one world in which we live, They may be irreconcilable in theory;
they need not be in practice.

America will lead in finding the way. The way is not that of a global arma-
ment race which will impowverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -
and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of war. The way is rather
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that of conference, cf courageous diplemacy, of giving urgent leadership in the
United Mations to a program of specdy and balanced reduction of armament and help
to the backward peoples of the earth,

I believe that the American people will earnestly strive to be worthy of
the challenge and opporturities of the American Century,

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for American Jewry if the
catastrophe of war does not shatter its security and life. As a minority, we are
helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery which war and economic depressions
unleash. Put given peace and economic stability, the American Jewish community will
move forward and develop. It will expand its cultural and religious life and
institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the totel life of America.

If the American Jews of the coming decades will carry on uninterruptedly and

with wisdom and :tiscriminat«ion!,i\pl.l]t.ﬁslag firs ; .'ilifﬁ'ﬁf!if? » and aceentuating the
ALY E Y ] ]
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fﬁ;tljhar will make the numeri-
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positive and indispensable enterprises of Jewish I
cally largest Jewish uomumwinmmﬂd 1s0 onetof the greatest in terms of
faith, culture and schnlarship-.- | Fi'l'n‘t. na;." ehla.nger our Jewish future here is not
conscious escapism or deliberate assimilationist tendencies such as characterized
Jewish communities elsewhere and at other times. Rather, an unconscious drift and
a carefree relaxation of all disciplines - not out of conviciion but out of sheer
indifference = such as belonging to synagogues but not attending them, or sending
children to Sunday Schools which are so limited as to time that they cannot really
glve them an adequate Jewish education, or in very many instances, not giving them
any instruction at all, or homes which are emptied of all Jewish content.

Too many of our pecple want an easy-going religion, one which does not challenge
or disturb them, a religion without any spiritual travail, without any stab of

thought or conscience, without any sacrifices, the religion of a self-pampering
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prople. No religion has ever survived in that kind of an emotional and intellectual
vacoum, Judaism least eof all,

It i5 2 great virtue in our pecple that they are generous in heart - charitable
and responsive to all human need and suffering. It is a noble tradition of Israel
and a by-product of a religion which, foremost among all the religions of mankind,
made charity and loving=kindness central in its code of human conduct, But Judaism
is much more than charity, and the charitable impulse alone will not preserve our
faith and our people. "This Beok of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to do according
to all that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then
you shall have good success.™ No Jewish community ever survived for long which
did not cultivate Jewish ].earning and s‘t.u&y ndywk

gh did not cultivate the pre-

scribed way of Jewish life, El.t I E ri ﬂ.s essential: atThe axe must never be
i it
permitted to exalt itself mxwmm elds "{
i

That we should fear mst- is JI;he- ri:ﬁe of a genarat-iun of prosperous Jews who
have no spiritual anchorage, or a generation of clever, restless Jews of quick
ferment and high voltage, rooted in no relipgious tradition, reverent of no moral
code; ignorant of all Jewish learnming and held to social responsibility by no inper
spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the American scene from
literature and art to politics and poverument and will commit their fellow Jews
in the eyes of the American people, Such floating mines are a danger to any people,
but especially to a minority group. Some of these mines are already exploding.

If American Jewry of tomorrow will restore what has become peripheral in our
life to the center again - the synagogue, the school, the academy and the religlous

disciplines of Judaism = if it will recapture the wisdom of our ancient teachers
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