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TH ·. 1'H 'T' "A T ll S -
I 

Terc nt -na ry dr ss , 
n troit , Mic an , 
Octo er 17, 1954 

This is an occasion to look backward and to look forward. We look back with 

pride and gratitude, e look forward ~ith confidence and high hope. Our beginnings 

here were humble, as were the beginnings of all peoples who came to these shores. 

Steadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last three-quarters of a cen

tury, our numbers increased and we shared eagerly and gratefully in the growing 

and evolving life of America. Our people became in outlook true children of 

the New World and in service and devotion, loyal ad prou citizens of the United 

5tates. They served it patriotically in peace an They made ere di table 

contributions to its material proBperity, to its po· ical and social progress, 

its democratic institutions, to labor and industry, to its arts, science, litera

ture, and music. They sup orte generously all the philanthropic and social 

agencies and institutions of their communities - Jewish and non-Jmvish alike. r 
They have been not an unworthy or unimportant part of the colorful, unique and 

noble mosaic pattern ,,hich is America. 

Nor have they ignored or forgotten their own religious heritage. They re

mained faithful to it. Upon the shores of the new land they built thEir syna

gogues, their schools and their institutions of learning and philanthropy which 

have always embodied the ethical ideals and the way of life of our people. They 

did not isolate themselves from the lot of their fellow-J~ws in other parts of 

the world. They remained bound to them in fraternal solitude. They helped them 

in their needs. They came to their defense ::hen attacked. They poured out their 

generosity when tragedy overtook them. They rallied to the task of building the 

State ot Israel when the historic moment arrived, and they have undergirded it 
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with their support and unflagging interest since then. 

They remembered why those twenty-three Pllgrims came to Qeuw Amsterdam. 

They came here for the same reason that a generation before them another group of 

men and vromen lMl!lllllfile!De from England to Plymouth Rock. They wanted to remain loyal 

to their faith. They continued the noble tradition uhich was set by the founder 

of their faith, Abraham, whoms the first pilgrim of mankind, for conscience sake. 

Among the first things which the twenty-three Jewish pilgrims requested of Peter 

Stuyvesant, the governor of Nieuw Amsterdam, was permission to build a synagogue 

and to purchase a burial plot. They wanted to found a Jewish community. 
. ,J 

Very att]:.Q. indeed ~ere the possessions which these refugee pilgrims brought 

with them to the New World. But they did brin ost precious possession 

of all, the Bible. This book contained avers~ , a c ntury and a quarter later 

the founding fathers of th2 American republic had i Rcrj.:bed upon the Liberty Bell ,, 

a verse from the Book of Leviticus - "And ye shall proclaim liberty throughout the 

land unto all the inhabitants hereof•" Liberty is the key idea in Judaism along 

with the ideas of unity arid compassion . Kings in ancient Israel were never per-

mitted to be autocratic and absolute . They were never deified or worshipped , as 
,_/ 

was the ease throughout the ancient ~orld and in the Greco-Roman orld. All men;., 

king, nobleman, priest, and common man were subject to the same over arching moral 
./ 

law of God. A prophet in Israel could bring a king v1ho had grievously sinned down 

to his knees by confronting him v.'i th the words "Thou art the man. 11 The passion 

for freedom was strong among our people throughout the ages. An eminent bbi 

declared: "Every human being has the right to say 'For my sake was the whole world 

created. rn 

It was this same Bible which inspired the Puritans, who justified their 

anti-monarchial position and their demand for civil and political liberty by 

the words of the Old Testament. It was this same Bible vhich inspired the 
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Declaration of Independence, the anti-slavery movement in the United States, 

and every movement for the economic and social advancement of the working masses 

of the people in the United States. 

Maly have 

he progrf!' ... 

been the contributions of our people during these last 300 years 
/ 

~ Atner:tca, but none has been as momentous) as the spiritual contri-

bution in fashioning its b&sic institutions and its dominant traditions. I venture 

to say that we Jews of America can make no more significant contribution as Jews 

in~e future 'to the advancement of our beloved country than to preserve and ex

press these basic spiritual elements in our historic faith which have molded the 

great civilizations of mankind. 

' 1e have now closed three centuries of s country. In no other 

land have our people been privileged to enjoy so 1on ~ period of uninterrupted 

and peaceful dwelling and labor. Can we think hopefully of the future as Jews 

and as Americans? I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to 

do so, though we ca1 not be dogmatic about it for progress is neither g,uaranteed 

nor automati:J nor can we i gnore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and 

unpredictable in history have upset all man's most careful calcufions. 

moving towards an even greater age. I bel eve that our present . 
greatest in tµimAn histoty. 1,e are too near our times properly ~ ~~11.rcre 

of the 

them. 

distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

i"ie ours 

of 

are too much involtved in the turmoil, the ears, and the conflicts 

to see objective~ the amazing new patter of lite _which is emerging. 

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, 

idealism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disa 

ing in 

very fev, people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am persuaded that it 

/ 
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a change not 

d-:1neer - but 

I do not ·wish to 

from dangers - for there is no 

and intneasurable potentialities. 

.v the picture. I am not suo-gesting that r age 

is tion, or that the milleniu~ is just the corner. 

The importan 

millenium, but 

onsider is not whether we are on the eve df the 

jor trends of our age arq in the directio of the 

hoped-for goo society, or from it. Is our age trying to eradica poverty 

and to raise the standard of living of people, regardle s of race 

or Is it tying to satisfy the ~egitimate aspirations of peoples 

to l freedom and ind pendence? Is it tryin to organize the wo 

for international cooperation? I 

has given welcome ev dence of great 

It moving purposefully in 

overty, and the elirninatio 

tlie a li tion "Of war the reduction 

7 uurs is a great age, and I believe we are entering into an even greater age. 

The wave of the future, the true direction of man I s pilgrimage and destiny may , 

from time to time, thwarted and opposed, dammed up, as it were, and obstructed, 

/. drawn off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently estopped. 

"7 In our day this moral forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and 

insolent resistance of Nazism, of Fascis~and of Communist dictatorship. These 

have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute mankind's wave 
,, 

of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised him larger free~ 
~ 

doms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about a classless 

society. They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the onmoving tides 

of man•s irresistible spirit have now swept over the shattered ruins of some of 
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these sinister aberrations and dark conspiracies of the rebels a gainst light -

though they have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And the tides are now 

uhirling around the bastions of the remaining dictatorships of the earth. They will 

surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, ·,·.rin in the contest for man's heart 

and man 1s loyalties. Man has struggled through the long, weary centuries to free 

himself from the bondage of nature. He will not voluntarily and for long submit 

to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor statism nor mili

tarism can or will command the fortunes of the human race. They represent the sunk 

wreckage of the past v,hich the storms of our day have dredged up again from the 

bottom of their buried depths and have set~ afloat again dangerously along the 

ship lanes of the world. 

The coming age will be a great a ge for erica. The next hundred years at 
I 

least seem likely to be known, I believe, as t Century," in the same 

sense as the h century was "The Century o Orea + .., ,: II ~ n. Destiny has singled 

out our beloved country, the foremost democr cy on earth, to give leadership to the 

world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic predica-
/ 

ment in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove itse]f 

equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it 

1vill be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the Founding 

athers of this republic. 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable 

the many evolving and fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out their 

destinies in the one world in which we live. They may be irreconcilable in theory; 

they need not be in practice. 

America will lead in finding the way. The way is not that of a global arma

ment race which \Till impoverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -
/ 

and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of war. The way is rather 
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that of conference, of courageous diplomacy, of giving urgent leadership in the 

Jnited Nations to a program of speedy an~ balanced reduction of armament and h lp 

to tl.e backwr1rd peoples of the ecirth. 

I believe that the American peopl€ will earnestly strive to be worthy of 

the challenge and opportunities of the American Century. 

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for famerican Jewry if the 

catastrophe of ·,ar does not shatter its security and life. As a minority, we are 

helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery which war and economic depressions 

unleash. But given peace and economic stability, the Alnerican Jewish community will 

move forward and develop. It will expand its cultural and religious life and 

institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the total life of America. 

If the American Jews of the coming deca es wi 11 carry on uninterruptedly and 

positive and indispensable enterprises of Je is , they will make the numeri-

cally lar~est Jewish community in the world also ~Pe f the greatest in terms of 

faith, culture) and scholarship. What may endanger our Jewish future here is not 

conscious escapism or deliberate assimilationist tendencies such as characterized 
~ ~ 

Jewish communities elsewhere and at other times. Rather, an unconscious drift and 

a carefree relaxation of all disciplines~ not out of conviction but out of sheer 

indifference - such as belonging to synagogues but not attending them, or sending 
"" 

children to Sunday )lchools which are so limited ~ .. o time that they cannot really 

give teem an adequate Jeni sh education, or } i~ ..... cy. many.___.,_,4.;;1tanc not giving them 

any instruction at all, or home, whidb ere captted of all Jewish content. 

Too many of our people want an easy•going religion, one which does not challenge 
\._..., 

or disturb them, a religion without any spiritual -travail, iithout any stab of 

thought. or conscience> witllout any- sacrifi.ces> th.a religion of a self-pampering 
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pAople. No religion s ever s rvi_ ve j n that "<ind of ar einoti0naJ ana i ntellectual 

w::. cuv.m , Judaism least of all . 

It is 2 ~sat vj rt1.1e j_n our people that th~y are generous in heart - charitable 

and responfii ve to all hum::in nE.ed and suffering. It is a nob1e tradition of I srael 

am a by-product of a religion which, foremost amonb all the religions of manld.nd, 

made charity and loving-kindness central in its code of human conduct. But Judaism· 
I 

is much more than charity, and the charitable i mpulse alone will not preserve our 

faith and our people. "This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your •nout '1, 

but you shall meditate on jt day and night, that you may be careful to Jo according 

to all that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then 

you shall have good success. 11 No Jevd.sh community ever survived for lonb v1hi ch 

did not cultivate Jewish learning and study nd whic did not cultivate the pre-

scribed way of Jewish life, at least in its 

permitted to exalt its elf over the man who Ydeltjs • 

• he axe must never be 

i"Jhat we should fear most is the rise of a generation of prosperous Jews who 

have no spiritual anchorage, or a generation of clever, restless Jews of quick 

ferment and high voltage, rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral 

code, i gnorant of all Jewish learnir.g and held to social responsibility by no inner 

spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the American scene from 

literature and art to politics and eovernment and will commit their fellow Jews 

in the eyes of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to any people, 

but especially to a minority group. Some of these mines are already exploding. 

life 

f American Jewry of tomorrow will restore what has become peripheral in our 
• - the synagogue, thE school, the acadeinY; and the religious 

disciplines of Judaism • if it will recapture the v1isdom of our ancient teachers 
) 



·who adnonished us that the stt:d~r of the Torah outweighs all other com:nandments 

fr-r it leads dirl-')ctly to the·~1 all - the Airerican Jewry i~ dcsti ned to enjoy a 

t>e ... 1 :_enJen ... century f ~pirj t,lal f ror th in this gracious land . 

• w AMERICAN IEWISH 
ARCHIVES 
••••••• 



TERCENTENARY ADDRESS - BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

OCTOBER 24, 1954 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

This is an occasion to look backward and to look forward. We look back v,ith 

pride and gratitude. We look forward with confidence and high hope. our beginnings 

here were humble, as were the beginnings of all peoples who came to these shores. 

Steadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last three-quarters of a cen

tury, our numbers increased and we shared eagerly and gratefully in the growing 

and evolving life of America. Our people became in outlook true children of the 

New ?Jorld, and in service and devotion, loyal and proud citizens of the United 

States. They served it patriotically in peace and in war. They ma.de creditable 

contributions to its material prosperity, t its political and social progress, 

its democratic institutions, to labor anp i s arts, science, literature, 

and music. They supported generously all t e 
~ '=-' ~ ) 

and institutions of their commti tt1.es - Jew 
G' ) 

not an unworthy or unimportan pat of the 

pattern which is America. 

'sh alike. They have been 

olor u , unique and noble mosaic 

Nor have they ignored or forgotten their own religious heritage. They re

mained faithful to it. Upon the shores of the new land they built their syna

gogues, their schools and their institutions of learning and philanthropy which 

have always embodied the ethical ideals and the way of life of our people. They 

did not isolate themselves from the lot of their fellow-Jews in other parts of 

the world. They remained bound to them in fraternal solitude. They helped them 

in their needs. They came to their defense when attacked. They poured out their 

generosity when tragedy overtook them. They rallied to the task of building the 

State of Israel when the historic moment arrived, and they have undergirded it 
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with their support and unflagging interest since then. 

They remembered why those twenty·-three Pllgrims came to Nieuw Amsterdam. 

They came here for the same reason that a generation before them another group of 

men and women had come from England to Plymouth Rock. They wanted to remain loyal 

to their faith. They continued the noble tradition which was set by the founder 

of their faith, Abraham, who ms the ' first pilgrim of mankind, for conscience sake. 

Among the first things which the twenty-three Jevrish pilgrims requested of Peter 

Stuyvesant, the governor of Nieuw Amsterdam, was permission to build a synagogue 

and to purchase a burial plot. They wanted to found a Jewish community. 

Very little indeed were the possession which these refugee pilgrims brought 

with them to the Ne1v World. But t ey fij.q brin precious possession 

of all, the Bible. This book ~ontained a verse~ ntury and a quarter later 

the founding fathers of the Am~r·can ~epublic h~ inscribed upon the Liberty Bell -~· 
I 

a verse from the Book of Leviticus - 11And ye shall proclaim liberty throughout the 

land unto all the inhabitants thereof . 11 Liberty is the key idea in Judaism along 

with the ideas of unity and compassion. Kings in ancient Israel were never per

mitted to be autocratic and absolute. They were never deified or worshipped, as 

was the case throughout the ancient world and in the Greco-Roman world. All men -

king, nobleman, priest, and common man were subject to the same over-arching moral 

law of God. A prophet in Israel could bring a king v1ho had grievously sinned down 

to his knees by confronting him v:i th the words "Thou art the man. 11 The passion 

for freedom was strong among our people throughout the ages. An eminent Rabbi 

declared: "Every human being has the right to say 'For my sake was the whole world 

created. '11 

It was this same Bible which inspired the Puritans, who justified their 

anti-monarchial position and their demand for civil and political liberty by 

the words of the Old Testament. It was this same Bible which inspired the 
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Declaration of Independence, the anti-slavery movement in the United States, 

and every movement for the economic and social advancement of the working masses 

of the people in the United States. 

Tulany have been the contributions of our people during these last 300 years 

to the progress of America, but none has been as momentous as the spiritual contri

bution in fashioning its basic institutions and its dominant traditions. I venture 

to say that we Jews of America can make no more significant contribution as Jews 

in the future to the advancement of our beloved country than to preserve and ex-

press these basic spiritual elements in our ·storic faith which have molded the 

great civilizations of manld.nd. / R l-f 8 
Y1e have · now closed three en ur es( of ln.vi'fJ6'"'"4t.!:~ ,_,"'ii's country. In no other 

- I 'VI ') 
/'i 

land have our people been privileged o enjo s period of uninterrupted 

and peaceful dwelling and labor. Can we thi k hopefully of the future as Jews 

and as Americans? I believe that we can. I believe that we have every right to 

do so, though we cc11not be dogmatic about it; for progress is neither guaranteed 

nor automatic; nor can we ignore the fact that time and again the unforeseen and 

unpredictable in history have upset all man's most careful calcul!tions. 

I believe that the age in which we live is a great age and that we are 

moving towards an even greater age. I believe that our present age is one of the 

greatest in human history. 1·ie are too near our times properly to appraise them. 

One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

we ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil, the fears, and the conflicts 

of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. 

Many people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lacking in 

idealism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disaster. There are 

very fe'r"I people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am persuaded that it 
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is truly a great age. Historic events, great in amplitude and consequence, are 

coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which 

science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matter and 

energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods of production, dis

tribution, transportation and communication. I am not referring to theanazing 

progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the health of the 

human race and increased the average length of life, nor to the marvels of engineer

ing and the miracles of construction. 

~n characterizing our age as great, I thinking in terms of social progress 

on. More is being done and welfare, in terms of humarz,9-va c ment 

in our day for the improveme~t of the ~nd~tiqn1~~--!,-i';1.e--·¢ommon man, for the 
(r 

raising of his standard of~ nea]th tion, and for his protection 
v ) 

against the disabilities of sickness, unem laymen an old age, than in any genera-

tion, than in any five generations in the past. Never were more detennined efforts 

being made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a 

better way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have 

risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, 

freedom and self-determination. vVithin the last ten years one-fourth of the earth 1s 

population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people - have 

obtained their political freedom. Imperialism and colonialism are in their death

throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day, and 

the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drar1ing to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things, 

but to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical 

new re-integration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man, 
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a change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress without 

danger - but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age 

is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve of the 

millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty 

and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless of race 

or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples 

to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for 

peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major trends, 

our age has given welcome evidence of great etermination and of considerable progress. 

It is moving purposefully in t e rd.ght direc l ioP---":~~~'!°"'"1li tion of war, the reduction 

of poverty, and the eliminatio f ac ·, in qu se are the three major 
Jf 

trends of our century. 

Uurs is a great age, and I believe we are entering into an even greater age. 

The wave of the future, the true direction of man I s pilgrimage and restiny may be, 

from time to time, thwarted and opposed, dammed up, as it were, and obstructed, 

drawn off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently estopped. 

In our day this moral forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and 

insolent resistance of Nazism, of Fascism and of Communist dictatorship. These 

have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute mankind's wave 

of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised him larger free

doms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about a classless 

society. They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the onmoving tides 

of man's irresistible spirit have now swept over the shattered ruins of some of 



- 6 -

these sinister aberrations and dark conspiracies of the rebels against light -

though they have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And the tides are now 

whirling around the bastions of the remaining dictatorships of the earth. They will 

surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, -t7in in the contest for man •s heart 

and man's loyalties. Man has struggled through the long, weary centuries to free 

himself from the bondage of nature. He will not voluntarily and for long submit 

to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor statism nor mili

tarism can or will command the fortunes of the human race. They represent the sunk 

wreckage of the past which the storms of our day have dredged up again from the 

bottom of their buried depths and have set them afloat again dangerously along the 

ship lanes of the world. 

The coming age will be a great a ge for lruneri _ _ca . The next hundred years at 

least seem likely to be known, I believe, as ~~"'="' ............ """'". Century," in the same 

sense as the 19th century was "The Century o Great ri t~n. 11 Destiny has singled 

out our beloved country, the foremost democr cy on'-e-atth, to give leadership to the 

world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic predica

ment in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove itseJf 

equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear, and if it 

will be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the Founding 

Fathers of this republic. 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable 

the many evolving and fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out their 

destinies in the one world in which we live. They may be irreconcilable in theory; 

they need not be in practice. 

America will lead in finding the way. The way is not that of a global arma

ment race which ,Till impoverish the peoples of the earth - ourselves included -

and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of war. The way is rather 
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that of conference, of courageous diplomacy, of giving urgent leadership in the 

Jnited Nations to a program of speedy and balanced reduction of armament and help 

to tb.e backward peoples of the earth, 

I believe that the American people will earnestly strive to be worthy of 

the challenge and opportunities of the American Century. 

And I believe, too, that it will be a great age for American Jewry if the 

catastrophe of' we.r does not shatter its security and life. As a minority, we are 

helpless against the ravages of hate and demagoguery which war and economic depressions 

unleash. But given peace and economic stability, the American Jewish community will 

move forward and develop. It will expand its cultural and religious life and 

institutions, and will make worthy contributions to the total life of America. 

If the American Jews of the coming deca es will carry on uninterruptedly and 

·with wisdom and discrimination, putting firs t , 

positive and indispensable en+-erp ise r ,.,.... '"'" '-' of Je is 
~ 

cally largest Jewish communityr ·n the wprld ls greatest in terms of 
'-----' I) 

faith, culture and scholarship. What may en anger our Jewish future ·here is not 

conscious escapism or deliberate assimilationist tendencies such as characterized 

Jewish communities elsewhere and at other times. Rather, an unconscious drift and 

a carefree relaxation of all disciplines - not out of conviction but out of sheer 

indifference - such as belonging to synagogues but not attending them, or sending 

children to Sunday Schools which are so limited as to time that they cannot really 

give them an adequate Jevvish education, or in very many instances, not giving them 

any instruction at all, or homes whicfu are emptied of all Jewish content. 

Too many of our people want an easy-going religion, one which does not challenge 

or disturb them, a religion without any spiritual travail, without any stab of 

thought or conscience> without any sacrifices., th.e religi.on of a self-pampering 
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pAople. No religion has ever survived j n that kind of an emotional and intellectual 

vacumn, Judaism least of all. 

It is 2. grsat virt1.1e j_n our people that they are generous in heart - charitable 

and responsive to all hum;;i.n need and suffering. It is a noble tradition of Israel 

and a by-product of a religion which, foremost among all the religions of mankind, 

made charity and loving-kindness central in its code of human conduct. But Judaism 

is much more than charity, and the charitable impulse alone will not preserve our 

faith and our people. 11 This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your 1nouth, 

but you shall meditate on it day and night, that you may be careful to do according 

to all that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and~ 

you shall have good success. rr No Jewish community ever survived for long which 

did not cultivate Jewish learnrng nd study l nd ·e did not cultivate the pre-
/ 

scribed way of Jewish life, at least in its F-"":~~~~he axe must never be 
.......... J 

permitted to exalt itself over, 1,he fnan wlio v11.el 
M- l 

V/hat we should fear most g,_ rise of a g of prosperous Jews who 

have no spiritual anchorage, or a generation of clever, restless Jews of quick 

ferment and high voltage, rooted in no religious tradition, reverent of no moral 

code, ignorant of all Jewish learning and held to social responsibility by no inner 

spiritual restraint, who will range and bluster all over the American scene from 

literature and art to politics and rovernment and will commit their fellow Jews 

in the eyes of the American people. Such floating mines are a danger to any people, 

but especially to a minority group. Some of these mines are already exploding. 

If American Jewry of tomorrow will restore what has become peripheral in our 

life to the center again - the synagogue, the school, the academy and the religious 

disciplines of Judaism - if it will recapture the wisdom of our ancient teachers 
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who admonished us that the study of the Torah outweighs all other commandments 

fer it leads directly to the·:n all - then American Jev.rry is destined to enjoy a 

:t'esp:~endent, century of spirit11.al growth in this gracious land. 

WRI-IS 

~ 



BUFFALO 
CELEBRATES THE 

THREE HUNDREDTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE SETTLiEMENT OF 
1 

JEW-S :EI ITED 

~ JfE 

SUNDAY EVENING, OCTOBER TWENTY - FOURTH 

NI ETEE HU DRED FIFTY -FOUR 

EIGHT-THIRTY AT KLEI HA MUSIC HALL 



I SEPTEMBER 1654 there landed on Manhattan Island 
23 Jews seeking religiou and ci ic freedom. They were the 
first group of Je i h settlers in the land that \: as to become 
the United States of America. The right to citizenship which 
they established the right to worship congregation 
they brought into being in that fir 

the beginning 
ification from 

onsibilitie of 
freedom in thi three centuries 
of the Jews of America, will be commemorated in the Tercentenary 
celebration. The obser ance will continue until April 1955. 



'A 

PROGRAM 

OL J. LEVY, Ch,1irma11 

ELCOME: DR. JO EPII L. FI K 
President Buf]alo Board of R11bbiJ 

PRE E TATIO OF COLOR 

by J wi h ~· ar V t ran (Po t 25) 

TAR PA GLED BA ER 

singing I d by H. KA FM 

"O 
l • ril . ,..,..,,-,, .. , 

fu ical core a 
OR 

. KA I' M.A 

MRS. ALBERT GREE 

R GERAI.D DE BRUI 

fR. A I) MRS. WU.LIAM LEVI1 
MRS. HAROLD D. AXELROD at the organ GEORGE D'A A, p rcu sionist 

GUE T PE KER: 

DR. ABBA HILLEL IL VER 
Rabbi of The Temple, leveland 

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 

si11gi11g led by CA TOR GER LD DE BRUI 

BE EDICTIO 

R BBI GER HO G. Ro E TO K 



TERCENTENARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTE 

SOL J. LEVY, General Chairman 

JOSEPH MARKEL 
MAURICE S. TABOR 
ARTHUR VICTOR, JR. 

LOUIS BUNIS 
HO . DAVID DIAMO D 
STANLEY G. FALK 
DR. JOSEPH L. FI K 
RABBI ATHA GAYNOR 
RABBI MARTI L. GOLDBERG 
MORRI GOLDSTEI 
HO . PHILIP HALPERN 
D. SLOA H RWITZ 
ED ARD H. KAVI OK r 

RABBI ISAAC KLEI 

MRS. RICHARD RU L 
ID EY BOCK 

DR. SELIG ADLER . . 
MRS. MEYER RIWCHUr 
MRS. RICHARD J. LEVI 

ATHA IEL J. BLOCK 
I !DORE MORRISO 
JOSEPH MA CH 
ARTHUR RO ICHA 
MARYi LER ER . 

R 

MR . JOH J. MAI EL 
RABBI ALVI f. MARCU 
JOSEPH R. .MORRI 0 

Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 

R BBi GER HO G. RO E TO K 
ALFRED f. APER TO 
HO ARD T. SAPERSTO 
RABBI J DAH J. SEIDL R 
VICTOR WAG ER 

BBi CHAIM J.WEI STEI 
!AX M. YE LE 

T 
\ 

<,hairr,f 
Chairm oc 

t'cal Re earch & Publication 
bairman, Organizational Lia on 

Chairman, Program & pecial Event 
Chairman, Publicity 

hairma11, Religious & Educational Participation 
Chairman, Youth Committee 
Secretary 
AssisJa11t Secretary 

BUFFALO'S CELEBRATION OF THE AMERICAN 

JEWISH TERCENTENARY IS SPONSORED BY THE 

UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF BUFFALO 



ROCHESTER 
CELEBRATES THE 
THREE HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SETTL ............... T OF 
JEWS I 

1 
BI~ ITED 

,-

TES~ 

SUNDAY EVENING, OCTOBER TENTH • 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR 
EIGHT O'CLOCK AT THE EASTMAN THEATRE 

FREE TO THE PUBLIC 



HE Jewish Community Council of Rochester 

invites you and your family to participate in Rochester's 

celebration of the three hundredth anniversary of Jewish 

Settlement in the United States. 

Join with us in marking this historic event at the Eastman 

Theatre, Sunday evening, October 10, 1954 at eight o'clock. 

Join with us in commemorating the day, three hundred 

years ago when a little group of refugees, landed in 

New Amsterdam and laid the foundation of what was 

to be the world's greatest Jewi 

Join with us in an inspiring program dedicated to the 

theme of the American Jewish Tercentenary, 

"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPON

SIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM." 

• 



• 

WITH HONOR AND PRIDE WE PRESENT 

THESE DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi of The Temple of Cleveland, Ohio 

Dr. George N. Shuster 
President of Hunter College 

President of the Universi y 

~ 

t 

Who will Speak on the Tercentenary Theme 

"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

UNDER FREEDOM" 



ROCHESTER'S CELEBRATION OF THE AMERICAN 

JEWISH TERCENTENARY SPONSORED BY THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF ROCHESTER 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
RABBI STUART E. ROSE BERG, CHAIRMA 

MRS. SOL AIOLE 

HARRY ALBERT 

MRS. RALPH E. ALEXANDER 

JACOB ARK 

MRS. LESTER J· BERLOVE 

RABBI PHILIP S. BER STEI 

MRS. HYMEN D. COHEN 

DAVID CRYSTAL 

RUBEN A. DANKOFF ) I s 
MEYER DAVIDSON 

SAMUEL B. DICKER ~i 
RABBI JOEL C. DOBI .J 

MRS. HAROLD FELDMA 6) 

FRED FORMAN 

RABBI BE JAMIN FRIEDBERG 

JACOB GITELMAN 

HARRY D. GOLDMAN 

MANUEL D. GOLDMAN 

REUBEN GOLDMAN 

JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN 

SAMUEL H. GREE HOUSE 

MRS . ROBERT J. HEILBR U N 

MANUEL L. HOFFMAN 

JACOB S. HOLLANDER 

JOSEPH H. KAP LA 

MEYER KATZ 

NELSON KIRSHENBAUM 

HYMAN KOLKO 

ISADORE KOLKO 

ERICH LEINSDORF 

MORRIS LEVI SO 

PHILIP M. LIEBSCHUTZ 

SOL M. LINOWITZ 

ELMER LOUIS 

ARTHl,JR M. LOWENTHAL 

GA: ME ER 

HYAM PLUTZIK 

SAMUEL POZE 

MRS. CHARLOTTE REICH 

MRS. JULIUS ROCK 

CANTOR SAMUEL ROSENBAUM 

RABBI ROY ROSE BERG 

J· H. RUBE S 
ELI H. RUDI 

HYMA SAVLOV 

RABBI MAX SCHREIER 

HERMA SEGELIN 

JOSEPH E. SILVERSTEIN 

RABBI AARON SOLOMON 

DR. SAMUEL J· STABINS 
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Suburbia: A Community Moves 
By MRS. MEYE RIWCHUN 
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Israel's Welf fl ~~+Burden 
By ERNEST STOCK 

Perfecting The Budget Process 

Campaign Outlo,,k Optimistic 

Prevention Through Learning 
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WORTH RE PEA TING • • • 

A Measure of Confident Hope 

Th merica11 J ~,, i:-;h community >f 
m rr \\ \\ ill. in th main. he ,, hat the 

m ri an J ,, ~ "i II mak it. E ·ternaf 

pr . :--ur , ma:. fr m Lim to time h ma~

:ive. hut the internal mol i, at ion: "i 11 

h <l cisi,· . 
IL :hould I . rem mli red that ahrn) .

it 1,,as n t . t rnal ·ompul:-;ion or an~ 

hi"t ri 1ial ti : "hi h kept the Je,, i:--h 
p pl ali,· . hut fi rec. ~LifT-neck d vol

untari .' m. Given d mt d and "t'II in

form d I ad r~hj p and ad qual " r Ji O'i-
U~ lrainin:r f our y uth. ,, ma_ I k 

t th futur f th Am rican lewi h 
mmunity. I arrin:r di..;:;a. tr u; r • lu

tionary chanF s in the . tru lure of 

Am rican ~o,· rnm nt. and ~· i r-·. i1h 

a ~ od m a~ure of eonfi d nl ,h i 1 

- R Rabbi A bbct 11 ill,·l Sill-er , 

from add re. , at T,·rcentcnar • C<' l

l'hratfon pon on•d h'Y Amaican 
Zionist ., ouncil. 

A Higher Campaign Total 

W ha,· all " d me f our n-
tributor th lu ury f r du ing th ir 

gift . \V hav allo,,ed th all gian of 
om of ur ontribut r. t drift fr m 

th \\'elfar fund t ther cau .. We 

hav fai I d t con vine th m. and p r

hap~ u rs Iv s. that th \\ I far fund i~ 

:till the higge~L husin s. f phi lan

thr J y. It ..:uJ fort~ th many and n l 

th f ,, . 1t and its a~ nci .' an surviw 

nly if gifts ar r lat d dir LI) to th 

load th \\' 1far fund arri s ... Our 

budg t and all ati ns r mmitt d 

n t hud~ t fund . . they all at uli-. 

14 

Th onh an!-,\\ r i~ a hi~~wr ·ampai:,!n 
tal ~nd 1his r quir s a dedical d 

read rship a I elievin~ leadership 

an in~pir cl lt>ad r!-,hip and a leader

~hip ahle log- l th' pn per impact acro:--s 
to the pt> pl ,,ho :,!i, . 

Rr Tf'alter D. 1/elln. l'r<•. i
dnit . .'an Fram·i co J,,uish lf'(•/

far,• Fund. from addrP., at West

l'rll , "'!ale Regional A <'mbl_ . 

The Courageous Course 

Hi:--t ri ·aUy. w . ha, n v r ~iv n ar 

,fim1 nd crimping un~ L which 
1 • '"" ,· <l d :;oul.- amon~ u.· have 

p ·e...._~,,,,~ ...... ....., L at J \\ ~ should r frain fr m 

an j \ ) ·th"° and fruitful a tivilies. puh)i 
- .:il,·r h" h h 

or pn al . w ic ar op u to l r~. 

Tho~ who off er such advi e Lhi nk tha1 

hy h:-:curin~ ur presence ,,e \\ ill av id 
en\'y and h ~tiliLy. They do n t und r

sland the plain le~:-:on of e peri nc that 

ci\'i ri~hls that ar ahdicaled are lik a 

l imh that i:-- immohiliz d. or a mus le 

that remain~ unu:e I: it atr phi s and 

eventually lo - . it fun ti n. 

Rath r. th adm niti n hould b that 
\\ eek mplary r pr ~ ntative 111 

private nterpri and public er ice. 

and that \\ hou)d in i t ,-.ith all our 

m raJ for on hitrh ~ tandard of m rit. 
That i!-, th ourau OU"' and manful 

- B • , 'imon E. beloff. oli-
citor G,·neral f the U. .. / r m 

addr<> at C/zicap;o fru·i h FPder-
' 

ation Annual Dinner. ]anuar , 
19.5, . 
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Is Hemhenbip Enough! 
Rabbi Abba Hillel ~ilver recently 

lated: No religion is worth its salt 
which does not make great demands 
upon its adherents. The greatest enthu-
iasm was alway engendered by faiths 

\\ hich called for the greatest sacrifice 
on the part of their devotees who re
ceived in return great compen ation 
and ati faction which their oul de-
ired. According to our tradition, in

crea ed merit and worth were be towed 
upon I rael through the very abundance 
of the commc:ndment which were given 
it. 

Too many of our people want an easy
going religion, one which does not in
terfere , ith their lei ure, their I ep, or 
their t le i ion, which calls for no tudy 
and no ob ervance, , hich doe not chal
l nge or di turb them-a religion , ith
out any piritual travail, without any 
tab of thought or con cience, , ithout 

any acrifice, the religion of a elf
pamp ring peopl . o religion ha e er 
ur ived that kind of emolional and in

tell ctual aeuum J udai m lea t of all. 

Reprinted /rom the 
Bulletin, TEUPLE I RAEL 

ew Ruchelle, . Y. 

&abbatb ebening &trbice~ 

Friday, January 7, at 8:15 P.M. 

RABBI GITTELSOHN 
will speak on 

HOW OLD ARE YOU? 
What a e the criteria by which each of us can judge 
his de re u~_y~·ity? How do you mea ure up to 
these 

(; 

Friday, January 14, at 8:15 P.M. 

RABBI GITTELSOHN 
will peak on 

"A TIME TO LOVE AND A TIME TO DIE" 
A book-review ermon ba ed on the late t novel writ
t n by Erich Maria Remarque, author of All Quiel 
on the Western Front and of ther di tingui h cl 
book. 

&,abbatb ,fflorning &trbiccs 
aturday, January 8, at 10:30 A.M. 

aturday, January 15, at 10:30 A. f. 

Bar Mitzvah of 

JONATHAN KARP ancl PETER TRAYNOR 

Rabbi Jick will preach 



Brotherhood Arts Night To Feature 
Congregation Talent 

A thrilling evening of pleasure and entertainment is in store for all 
members of the congregation and their guests when they attend the Eve
ning with the Arts which the Brotherhood will sponsor on Tuesday, Jan
uary 11, beginning at 8:15 P.M. 

The program will start in the Rabbi 
Harry Levi Auditorium of the Meeting 
House with a concert featuring di tin
guished musicians who are members of 
the congregation. Following the con
cert, an exhibit of the works of talented 
artists and craftsmen of the congrega
tion will be on view in the Social Hall. 

Admis ion to both events is free and 
all members of the temple family are 
invited to come and bring their friends. 
It will be an evening that all will re
member. 

The committee in charge is headed by 
Brotherhood vice-president Franklin 
Fox, General Chairman, assisted by Dr. 
Eli C. Romberg, art chairman; Leon 
Shannat, concert chairman; Julian 
Brightman, publicity; David Morse, 
lighting; Dr. Si Copen, Dr. Moses J. 
Eisenberg, Hyman Horowitz, Kenneth 
M. KursoP, Henry Lasker, William Sil
verman, Carl Tishler, and Mark Wer
man. President Joseph G. Weisberg 
and Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn will 
participate in the program. 

SERVICE FOR SATURDAY 
CLASSES 

On Saturday, January 8th, at 11 :30 
A.M. in the Rabbi Harry Levi Audi
torium, the regular monthly service for 
the Saturday classes will be held. The 
ervice will he conducted by members 

of the confirmation class. Rabbi Gittel
sohn will preach the sermon. 

TEMPLE TO BE HONORED 
AT U.A.H.C. BIENNIAL 

Our Congregation will receive special 
honors as a Temple Centenarian at the 
43rd General Assembly of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
which will take place February 13-16 at 
Los Angeles. Along with sixty-four 

ther congregations, our temple will be 
hailed as one of the pioneer Jewish 
groups of America. The "Salute to the 
Centenarians" will occur in the presence 
of delegate from the nation's Reform 
temples who will attend the Biennial 
gathering of the Union and the National 
Federation of Temple Si terhoods. 

In a communication to us, Dr. Mau
rice N. Eisendrath, and Dr. Samuel S. 
Hollender, president and hoard chair
man, re pectively, of the U.A.H.C., wrote 
that the ceremony in Los Angeles will 
b " our Reform movem~nt' ob anc~ 
of the American Jewish Tercentenar ' 
and simultaneously will e e • 
gates to acknowledge "the h o i rol~ 

our temple has played in t e elop-
ment of American Judaism." 

Representing our congregation at the 
convention will he , Rabbi and Mr . 
Roland B. Gittelsohn, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph H. Cohen, Mr. and Mrs. A. Al
fred Franks, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis L. 
Martinson, Mr. and Mrs. John Morse, 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Simons and Mr . 

athaniel P. Wharton. Why not take 
your winter vacation in sunny Cali
fornia and participate in this truly 
great biennial oh ervance. If intere ted, 
communicate with Mr. Lewis L. Mar
tin on, Executive Director. 

TIie Centennial Fnnd - Nobility in Giving 
"Most of us live ordinary lives .... Perhaps that is why so many of us can 

truthfully say we are ordinary folks. Yet nobility abides in every heart. Great
ness can be found in every soul. 

And once, twice, perhaps a half dozen times in our span of years, comes 
an opportunity to leave everything that is commonplace ... and to reach the 
heights of greatness, goodness, and nobility. 

The building of a Religious School to provide the opportunities for the 
teaching of Judaism to our children is one such opportunity, and perhaps, the 
most significant opportunity for greatness and nobility to come to us during 
our lifetime." 

TEMPLE JUNIORS to Hear 
Speaker on Juvenile Problems 

On Sunday morning, January 16, at 
10 :00 A.M., the Temple J union~ to
gether with the Post-confirmation class 
will hold their first breakfast meeting. 
The program committee is most happy 
to report that it has secured as guest 
speaker Mrs. Alice H. Collins, newly
appointed member of the Massachusetts 
Youth Service Board, whose career has 
been 6pent in helping young people. 
She will speak on the engrossing subject 
of JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. This 
certainly should prove an important 
"first" for our young people, and we 
hope that all will plan to attend. 

Price of the breakfast is forty cent . 
For reservations call Pat Stern, BE 

2-6686 or David Bak t, LO 6-2452. 

Youth Sermon Contest 
The National Federation of Temple 

Youth is conducting a nation-wide ser
monette contest for the youth of Reform 
Temples. The subject, broad in scope, 
is entitled: "I Speak for Judaism," and 
the sermon should la t from seven to 
nine minutes. Winners in each congre
gation will compete in a regional con• 
test and the e winners will he sent to 
the National Federation Youth Camp 
Leader hip In titute at Camp Oconomo
woc, Wisconsin, in August, 1955. 

If you are interested in taking part 
in thi conte t, please contact Mr. Gor
don for further details. 

Cradle Roll 
A Cradle Roll is being formed at 

Temple Israel. Parent of children who 
are not yet in public school are invited 
to register their children in thi new 
Cradle Roll. 

Each member of the Cradle Roll will 
receive a birthday card from the Temple 
at each birthday. At the age of four, 
children in the Cradle Roll will come to 
the Temple for specially arranged holi
day parties. 

Parents may register their children for th 
Cradle Roll a soon as possible after birth. 
They will then receive a beautiful Cradle Roll 
certificate. Such certificates will be given to 
all children upon registration for the fir t 
time in the Cradle Roll. 

All tho e who would like to enroll their 
children of pre-school age in the Cradle 
Roll are asked to contact the school office, 
LO 6-3960. 

Upon entering the public school, children 
of the Cradle Roll will be invited to join the 
kindergarten of the Temple Israel Religious 

chool. 



SISTERHOOD 
Literary Group: Monday, 
January 10, at 2 :00 P.M. 
Coffee hour at 1: 15 P.M. Mrs. S. A. 

Greenfield will review BLACK POWER 
by Richard Wright. 

Garden Club: Tuesday, 
January 18, I :45 P.M. 

Coffee hour at 1 :00 P.M. Mrs. A. 
Houghton Farnham, prominent lecturer 
and author will discuss ALL ABOUT 
INTERESTING HOUSE PLANTS. 

SUPPER CLUB 
third meeting of the sea3on 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
JANUARY 19TH 

6 :45 P.M. in the Social Hall 

The Old Farmer's Almanac in
form the Supper Club Committee that 
the weather will be perfect on Wedne • 
day evening, January 19th, and in 
addition to fine weather, the Supper 
Club Committee has selected an extra
interesting subject for discussion. Rabbi 
Roland B. Gittelsohn will answer the 
que tion: "HOW CAN WE ANSWER 
OUR CHILDREN'S QUESTIONS 
ABOUT RELIGION?" 

Under this general heading will come 
the 2nswers to such questions as: 
" hould we tcacl: our children to 
pray?" "How should we teach our 
children about God?" "What shall we 
tell our children about death?" 

There can be no doubt that a discus
sion such as this will he most beneficial 
and enjoyable. Furthermore, RUTH 
SCHEFFREEN promises another super
delicious dinner. The price as always
only $2.25 per person. 

Please telephone or mail your reserva
tion to either: Mrs. Daniel M. Brande, 
45 White Oak Road, W aban 68, Mass., 
Bigelow 4-4968, or Mrs. Paul Salter, 
10 Commonwealth Park, Newton Centre 
59, Mass., DEcatur 2-5618. 

BLESSING OF THE CANDLES 
DEc. 17-Mrs. James I. Berenson 
DEC. 24-Mi s Judith Seltzer 

TORAH PARTICIPANTS 
DEc. 17-Mr. Robert Golden and Mr. Paul 

Pear on. 
DEC. 25- fr. Abraham S. Levensohn and 

Dr. M. ]. Eisenberg 

USHERS AT TEMPLE SERVICES 
For Friday, December 24 

Hebert W. Cooper Charles Kaufman 
Paul Daum William Kantar 
Lew~ Doctor braham S. Leven ohn 
Dr. M. ]. Eisenberg George N. Levy 

William Reichert 

OUR IABRARY 
You are reminded that the Waterman 

Memorial Library on the second floor 
at the Meeting House is open on Tues
day ~rom 9:30 to 5 and on Sunday 
mornings. 

Books may be withdrawn by any 
member of the congregation. Mr . 
Agnes Levental, our librarian, calls 
your special attention to the following 
new acquisitions: THE JEWS IN 
AMERICA: A Hi tory by Rufus Lear i; 
THE COMMODORE by Robert D. 
Abrahams; JOEL (A novel of Young 
America by Nora Benjamin Kubie; A 
JEWISH TOURIST' GUIDE TO THE 
U.S. by Bernard Po tal and Lionel Koff
man; FOR ZION'S AKE by Norman 
Bentwich. 

NACCA Law Journal by Samuel B. 
Horovitz has been donated to the Li
brary for our Temple Israel's Authors' 

helf. Inscribed in the book is the fol
lowing . . . "The manuscript of this 
book was proofed and much of the 
writing herein prepared in this Li
brary." 

LIFE IS WITH PEOPLE by Mark 
Zhorow ki and Elizabeth Herzog has 
been given to the Librar_ by Mrs. 
Edith Elkins Copen i lovin 
of Grace Cohen Sh het. T 
inscribed as follows. " 
book (her last) w s i n 
Cohen Shohet, Janua 
Those who had the re asure and 
privilege of having hear-d her will al
ways remember Grace Shohet as one 
possessed of divinely spiritual quali
ties; of loving kindness and as an ever 
constant seeker of truth. 

"This hook is dedicated to the Rabbi 
Liebman Book Shelf in loving memory 
of her devoted friend by Edith Elkins 
Copen." 

THE FABULOUS FANNY ha been 
given to the Library by the Si terhood 
of Temple Israel. This book was tran
scribed into Braille by Mr . Joseph 
Schmidt, Chairman of the Braille Com
mittee. 

At this time, we should like e pecially 
to note that the appreciation and thanks 
of the Librarian are extended to Mrs. 
Harry Lehrer and Mrs. Maurice Simon 
for their efficient and much needed help 
in the library work. 

Mr. Abraham C. Webber is Chairman 
of our Library Committee. 

LIBRARY BOOKSHELF IN CRIBED 
A book helf has been inscribed in the 

Waterman Memorial Library in honor 
of Mr. James Glunts on his election as 
President of Temple I rael by hi chil
dren, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore I. Libby. 

Mental Retardation-Your 
Community's Problem 

Few people know that stati tics reveal 
that one hundred children born every 
day-three out of every hundred- are 
de tined to be retarded. There are 
4,000,000 American families, about 
140,000 in Ma achusetts, and 39,000 in 
Gr ater Bo ton who are laced with this 
ituation. 

Ju t a many of our major health and 
w Hare problems are re ponding to 
cientific and ocial advance and fur• 

thered by vigorous public action, so ha 
the Bo ton A ociation for Retarded 
Children, Inc., 230 Boylston Street, 
Bo ton 16, Ma s., been able to spear
head a drive for public understanding, 
financial and legislative upport for 
facilities for retarded children and 
adult . 

Under the in pired and devoted 
leadership of Mr. Reuben B. Gryzmi h, 
its Chairman, the Society ha spon ored 
the Retardation Guidance rvice at the 
Children's Hospital which makes avail
able to families of the retarded concrete 
help and guidance in relation to their 
problem . The Nur ry Play Group has 
brought such children out of the 
hadow and their parents out of the 

depth of de pair. 

Plans are now being developed to 
open Recreational, Vocational, Guid
ance, Training, and Placement center 
which will demonstrate methods of 
utilizing these youngsters' abilities in 
providing the unskilled labor so neces
sary to industry. 

Mr. Gryzmi h has repeatedly em
phasized that there is no stigma or 
hame in having a retarded child in 

one' family. The shame comes when 
we turn our backs on these children and 
do nothing. Let us remember that "if 
a life is worth aving, we should make 
it worth living" and let us all find it 
pos ible to give a generous contribution 
to the Retarded Children's Fund as a 
living tribute to all our children. 

..---Radio-TV Calendar----. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 

• Television • 
WNAC-TV-CHANNEL 7 

AT 11:30 A.M. 

• Radio • 
STATION WBZ AT 

11:45 A.M. 
Rabbi Gitteuohn will •peak 



The Lt. Birschel L. Gutman 
Foundation 

A Fund establi h d for the advancement of 
American ideals a a living memorial to the 
fourteen members o{ Temple I rael who died 
d fending the greatne of America in th 
la t war. Through Foundation holar hip , 
educator are train d to in till better under-
tanding among children and adult o{ dif

fer nt religiou and racial background ; du
cational project in the meaning and dutie 
of democratic citiz n hip ar made available 
to chool children. We acknowledge with 
thank the following contribution to thi fund 
which makes po ible a living, growing tribute 
to the id al for whi h Ameri a land~: 
In. memory of: 

- Abraham Da h ff and Mr. A. H. )fami 
from :Ir. and Mr . :I. J. Itkin. 

- the moth r of Ch ter Finberg, fr . 
Garfinkle, from Mr . B Ile Hecht. 

-the birthday of 1r. and Mr . fort Adler' 
on, Peter, and of Florence ( :Ir . Gu Rice) 

from Aunt Belle, th imon , and the dler . 
-Morri hapiro and amuel Berger from 

Ir. and Mr . amu l Barron, Jr. 
- Ernest RaphaPl from :fr and fr . Paul 

imons, Belle H cht and fr. and fr . Arnold 
Adler, Mr. Jennie Ro enbaum, :Ir. and Mr . 
Ferdinand . Bloom, Mr. and fr . Edward 
Kious, Mr. and Mr . Maurice Wit, Mr. and 
Mr. M. W. Rosenfeld, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. I. 
Selig, Mr. and ::Ir . Lyman E. Leyrburger, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Ro enfeld (Dalla , 
Texas), Mr. and Mrs. Wm. N. Jacobs. 
In honor of: 

-the 50th birthday of Richard Morse from 
fr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Proger. 
-the birthday of fr . Herman Mintz from 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Weiss. 
-the 70th birthday of Fred Lazarus from 

Mr . Herman Hecht from Mr . Elizabeth J. 
Collat, Henry E. Friedman and Betsy. 

-the wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mr . 
Ferdinand Bloom from aunt Laura (Abrams). 

-the 25th wedding anniver ary of Dr. and 
fr. Maurice I. Abram from fr. and Mr~
amuel Barron, Jr. 
- the anniver ary of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 

White from Mr. and fr . Erne t Raphael, 
fr. and Mr . faurice Wit, fr. and 1r . 

Bertram Scheffreen, Mr. and Mrs. Milton E. 
Goldman, Mr. and Mrs. Paul imon , fr. and 
Mrs. Fred Bloom, Barbara and Bob Fleisher, 
Harold and Loui e Wit, Elaine and Philip 
Wit, Aunt Belle Hecht, Jo eph and Lorraine 

imons and children. 
(This liit will bt co11/in1ml in comi111 iu uei of lht Built/in.) 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
OF BOSTON 

Founded 1 5t 
Affiliated with the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
Longwood Ave. at Plymouth St. 

Boston 15, Musachu11ett11 

OFFICER 
James D. Glunts, President 

Vice Presidents 
John forse Hir h Sharf 
Norman . Rabb i. Murray Weiss 

A. Alfred Franks, Treasurer 
Lloyd D. Tarlin, Asst. Treasurer 

ST.A.FF 
Lewi L. Martinson, Exec. Director 
Samuel A. Nemzoff, School Principal 

Herbert Fromm. Mmic Director 
Aaron Gordon, Youth Director 

Editor: Rabbi Leon A. Jick 

Altar Decoration Fund 

The following contributor have remem
ber d a dear departed relativ or friend or 
commemorated happy ent through beauti• 
fying our T mple by floral altar decoration : 

D c mber 2 In m mory of my dear i ter, 
Katherin , on her birthday date by Ir . 
Edward :I. wartz. 

De emb r 24-In loving memory of their 
b loved moth r, Willie Jolie , by h r children. 

Decernb r 25- In memory of the birthday of 
Juliu B. Dreyfu on D . 28 by E telle 

haul. 
D cember 25- In loving m mory of my dear 

father, amu 1 Gryzmi h, by Ro e Gryzmi h. 
Decemb r 31- ln memory of our beloved 

_on, Mark, on hi 16th birthday Dec mber 
29th by hi parent , Mr. and )fr . Herbert . 
Robbin . 

December 31-In memory of fark Robbin 
16th birthday by Dr. and h ~. fauric 
Abrams. 

January 1- ln memory of our beloved 
nephew, lbert f. Zolloto by Dr. and )lrs. 
Maurice Abrams. 

January I - In memory of the Yahrzeit of 
Ir. Jack G. Berman by Dr. and Ir . Maurice 

Abram. 
January 1-In loving memory of Felix 

chaul on hi birthday and Yahrzeit by hi 
wife, E telle chaul. 

January 7-In memory of my father, George 
Moe, by Helen Gro man. 

January 7-In memory of my beloved 
moth r Rebecca A. Agoo , on the anniver ary 
of her death, January 7, 1936 by Blance A. 
Agoo. 

Plea e end all contribut\on to rs. M. 
:Murray Wei , Kenmore HoteJ, omm nweairh 
.A venue, Bo ton, fa s., and nclqd infor
mation about the per on, o o ~• i n COQl• 

memorated, as well a th n , an 
telephone number of the contrib ✓ 

,o' 
AN ENDURING MEMOR 

When thought turn to a a t de
parted one, no finer tribute can be paid 
to the memory of tho e you loved than 
to inscribe their name for a perpetual 
Y ahrzeit in enduring bronze on the 
Memorial Tablet in the Temple. 

For further information plea e com
municate , ith the Templ Office. 

Jn ,ffltmoriam 
We record, ith orrow the pa mg 
of 

J COB HOU E 
L DI HURWITZ 
RI H RD PI 1K OHN 
ID EDER 
H TTIE . TER 
FR CE B. VICTOR ON 

and extend to the familie our m
cere ympathy. 

1\-lcmorial Anni er aries 

The following nam of loved one 
in cribed on The Memorial Tablet 
will b r it d during th Kaddi h 

prayer: 

January 7, 8 

GEORGE MOE 

January 14, 15 

::IARY BERGER 
MILDRED PARKER COHEN 
AN IE FINE 
HARRY H. GILBERT 
DR. PHILIP LER ER 
VIOL 0. WEI 

Memorial Tablet 

Lovingly inscribed on The Me
morial Tablet in The Temple for 

Perpetual Y ahrzeit are: 

A~:I EL GORDO 

By a friend 

SAMUELL. LOWE 

By hi sons and daughter -in-law 
Mr. and fr . amuel L. Lowe, Jr. 

Mr. and Ir . Philip L. Lowe 

Nonprofit Org. 

U. S. POST AGE 

PAID 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Permit 50465 

1lme Value 

HilJel uil er 

t reet at Ansel Road 
Ohio 
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PREMIERE PERFORMANCE 
.ADVANCE SALE 

You will thrill as the Cleveland Jewish Community celebrates 300 years of 
American Jewish life. 

Music - song - drama - outstanding arti,11 - a stellar cast - alt combined 
in a truly magnificent production. 

A dedicated Tercentenary absarvan<e that will be long r membered by those who 
attend this historic occasion. 

Only 3000 seats. Only one 
1
perfo rved seats in advance of 

- ~,..~-'\l-- .~i.:, -lope today. Requests will public sale. Enclose your che 
be honored in order of da_ r-::ttti\::;7:~ ited after February 17th. 

TICKET I FORMA TIONI 
(ONTACT 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENJEIS, 
2049 East 105th St. - RAndolph 1-0880 

■ 

Loges (8 seats) ............ .. $40.00 
Single Tickets ... . $5, $3, $2, $1 

All S .EATS RESERVED 

■ 



In Observance of The American Jewish Tercentenary 
The Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland 

in cooperation with The Jewish Community Centers 

PRESENTS 

A MOSAIC 

World Premiere of Specially Comm1ssioned Cantat • Writt by 

NORMAN CORWIN 
distinguished author and playwright 

Mus ic Com 

Head, lteportmen 

ommunily Centers 

• 
ADDRESS BY 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



Tl-IE m 
TERCENTENARY DINNER 
MARKING THE THREE HUNDREDTH 

ANNIVl:RSARY OF JEWISH SETTLEMENT 

IN T~E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 1955 • l-40TEL JERMYN, SCRANTON, PA. 

5 . 



C 

r ived in t e p o le 

colony of 

C 

ew mste .dam. 

They were the first group of Jews to settle 

in what is now the United States. In the 

three hundred years that have passed since 

their arrival, Jews have been a port of the 

making of America. They have helped 



build her cities, her industries, and her com

merce. They have fought in her wars. They 

hove written songs and stories, and have 

probed the recesses of scientific knowledge. 

They hove worked with t heir hands, and 

have helped organize great labor unions. 

They have served the comm unity, through 

great communal and phi lanthropic institu-

ions and in the va rious branches of the 

government. They have maintained and 

streng hened their ancient faith. They have 

had a share in mol ing this nation, of which 

they have so long been a part, a leader of 

no ions in a ime of great ess 

All this- he arrival a e participa-

tion-we ce 1ebr.a e now 1. the American 

Jewish Tercentenary. T he view is vast: the 

whole panorama of A m erica's history, 

from the earlie t co lonial days up to the 

present time. The theme is universal: 

Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities 

Under Free om. The meaning is personal: 

the devotion and ded icat ion of the indi

vidual American Jew to the country of 

which he is a citizen and to the faith to 

which he adheres. 



"The Citizens of the United States of America ha e a right to applaud 
themselves for having given to Mankind example· of an enlarg d and 
liberal policy, a policy worthy of imitation. All po e alike liberty of 
conscience and immunities of citizenship. It is now no rnore that tolera
tion is spoken of as if it was by the indulgen e of one class of people that 
another enjoyed the exercise, of their inherent natural right . For happily 
the Government of the United States which gives to bigotry no sanction 
to persecution no assistance requires only that th y who live under its 
protection should demean themselves as good citiz ns in giving it on aU 
occasions their effectual support. . . . 

"May the Children of th Stock o who dwell in thi land 
continue to merit and enjo'!;I th~ ood ~~ui«;i other Inhabitants 1 hile 
every one shall sit in safety under hi o~~~-4;~1,d figtree and there shall 
be none to make him afr:aid. M@ tJ e rq. ....... "',._,,,....~j all niercies scatter light 
and not darkness in our paths, and iak r ·%;, ~f. in our se eral ocations 
useful here, and in his own due ·m, and 1

') ay everlastingly happy. 

To the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, 1790 
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CHAIRMA DI ER COMMITTEE: aniuel K. Mittelrnan 

THE ATIONAL A THEM: 

I VOCATIO : 

GRACE: 

TOASTMASTER: 

REMARKS: 

GREET! GS: 

REMARKS: 

B AI B RITH AMERI 

I TRODUCTION: 

PRESENTATIO : ~ 
ACCEPTANCE: 

PRESE TATIO 

SCRANTON ZIONIST DISTRICT 

INTRODUCTIO OF G EST SPEAKER: 

ADDRESS: 

BENEDICTIO ' 

HATIKVA: 

GOD BLESS AMERICA: 

Assem,bly 

Rabbi H nry Gu nnan 
t ' hi f Ortho,lo. H 1lth1 ~• 1 111tun 

cm.tor W rn. . Horn 
Tt'lllJII I. rnr.l 

En1anuel La ter Esq. 

H nnan . Goodrnan 
l'h a,1111,111 , Tt•n •pnt •n.,r); ('011111utt, •1· 

Mayor J arnes T. Hanlon 

Ir ing Harris 
PreN. t·runto n -J.a r k.1 . J wii;h 1·011 111·11 

WARD 

E. Parker Esq. 

A wanl C'ummi tl 

? ? ? 

Rabbi Simon H. Shoop 

Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil er 

Rabbi Henry Guterman 
'h i •f Unh uuu.· Hahui Hcnrnto n 

Cantor Wm. S. Horn 
T •m1, t I ra •I 

DIN ER Music: Llewellyn Jones, Trio 



The Scranton-Lackawanna 

American Jewish Tercentenary 

General Committee: 

HERMA S. GooDMAN, Chairman 

Mrs. Eli H. Albert, President, B'nai B'rith Women 
Mrs. Israel Allen, President, Hada sah Business & Professional 
Morris Arnovits, President Strivers 
Samuel R. Ash, President, B'nai B'rith Amos Lodge No. 136 
Harold Baldinger1 President, B'nai B'rith Mid-Valley Lodge 
Jacob Berger, President, Bichor Cholem Congregatjon 
Isadore Cader, President Workmen's Circle No. 112 
Atty. Louis A. Fine, -Pres1 ent :Mad so : . emple 
David Fink, President,_ Young I~ ael of ~~~~l:}-;i:-7 

Jacob Fink, President, Ohe _ edek G;on r~tm!ii 
..5 

Louis Gilman, Preside t eon Ave ue r1- .q, 
:i,,,r 

Mrs. Harriet Gottesman, Nobe Gra d, Tikva Rebekah Lodge No. 68 
Henry Greenfield, President, Zionist Organization 
Alvin Greenwald, President, Jewish Community Center 
Rabbi H. Guterman, President, Mizrachi 
Isadore Kabran, Noble Grand, Israel Lodge No. 1151, I. 0. 0. F. 
Isadore Kahn, President, Farband Labor Zionist Order 
Harry Klein, President, Central Talmud Torah 
Mrs. David Lear, President, Senior Hadassah 
Atty. Alex Marcus, President, Providence Synagogue 
Albert Margolies, President, Jewish Federation 
Bert Mushkin, President, Hebrew Orthodox Center 
Atty. Jerome E. Parker, President, Temple Israel 
James B. Rosenfeld, Chairman, Jewish Home 
Mrs. Irving Sicherman, President, Mizrachi Women's Organization 
Isadore Stahler, President, B'nai Israel Congregation 
Lester Sullum, Commander, Jewish War Veterans 
Mrs. Lester Sullum, President, J.W.V. Auxiliary 
Samuel Zimmerman, President, Linden Street Synagogue 



Dinner Comm ·ttee 

SAMUEL K. MITTE M hairman, Dinn r 'ommitt 
IRV! G HARRI hainrn n, R ·c pti< n 

MRS. JOSEPH !VERT, Chairman, R . rv. ti ms 

MRS. TED MUL V ITZ, hairman, at ring 
MRS. HERMA G OD A , hairman, ·orati n • 

HE RY GA N, Chairman. Pubh it 
GEORGE JOEL, Exe utivc 

Milton Aronsohn 
Samuel R. Ash 
Bertha Brandwene 
Roslyn Burnat 
A. B. Cohen 
Harry Dickstein / R I I ~· 
Samuel R. Dinner l 1 
Harold Dorfman ~ 
Cal Ellowitz C. \.:::.) 

A tty. Irving Eps ein ~ 
R se Epstein 
Alex Fink 
Mrs. athan Fink 
Albert G ffen 
Mrs. A. S. Ginsburgh 
Dr. Harry A. Golden 
E. J. Goodman 
Morri Goodman 
Alvin Greenwald 
Harry M. Grossinger 
Rabbi H. Guterman 
H. R. Halprin 
Joseph M. Harris 
Rabbi Erwin L. Herman 
M. L. Rodin 
Irwin Isaacs 

Harold a plan 
r:. B nJamin I aufman 

The dorc Kopp Iman 
ndau 

=-~~•1 . ..t" '.,.·v•n~ •:;,,~,--i·~ r 
itz 
v nthal 
L vy 

Nat E 
r r 

lman 

Ellis . 
Rabbi ar rman 

tty. J ro E. Parker 
h Id n P 

I. Salwen 
1 •. Isadore II. chectman 

Rabbi Simon H. hoop 
Ted Smulowitz 
Mr ·. L ter ullum 
Le t r Sullum 
Gus W inberg r 



Officers of the 
Scranton- Lackawanna Jewish Council 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

A. B. Cohen 

PRESIDENT 

Irving Harris 

VICE-PRES DENTS 

. L. Ou,.,,., _ 

Bettram N. 
M s. H. M. Mi t ct'~""".:a.''", 

~ 

CJ Ir,:._ ., ~,,,r "'? 
/ l'~ TREASURER '/ 

Harry M. Grossing er 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

George Joel 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Mrs. Nathan Fink 



"MAN'S OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER FREEDOM" 

HIL CH 
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go OurCJewfsl, 'Brethren ( n the United States {rim rfca 
1'EACE BE WITH WU AWD 1VUR NEI9Ef BOR 

JE IT N'OW 'tANTO\CU that(,, £Lui 5714 (Stpltmb r 1954) tfu Jtwblt vmmun!!J of tk 
UHil,J ~ tafts wfll comm 1m4r11I, tkt 30.:J th anmvfrja[J ~ JtwiJlt stttl1m11tt m this coun/ri . 

9J,' 'THE q&Acr or g o and 11nJ,r tktjrl'ltdion ~ tkt (,111Jhlutwn ~f tlu Untf J Staff., 
w, ltavtlivtd and._Prq~1rtd in th{s land. 'Wt 1tnvt b,,,i an ,n~r~l_parf cf :f/mtrfc. 11 7!11. '1Vt! 
haY( woriccil wifh all ct1ttr A1111r1<,ms m flu nti' r-tnJi~ Jtardi ~for tltt d 'J1tocral!c w,n1 
of l[ft an l.f r tli l!Jht of faith. ur ancftttt yr9/,1ftc iJtals and the ltaclrc:i s aJ tht 
SfjeS hav brrnjounaatfon st,m s 1 tl,is ,,at!on. Our w rk, our hUf'S, and .1b(JJ'i a1l, 
our l{vi~ rtlf 1{on, haYt bttn amuHJ ouryrvud1st 1fi..n1t3s tc, tl,t .. 4m1.tntu1t t mm, ni!J_. 

JN SoNE lANOS ACKOSS'THE SEAS ou>- brtthrtn hai't filt tht stannq Jr/a 1 ofJr!JuJ,c~ 
Jtrseculion and deatJi. 'lVt m Amtnca have haJ t1u sa{~ l m~J11nH~ 1orfum!y ft1.s >"t 

the li~ s pf scorn ~f tkousands-to brt>tj "1~orf fa the !1'/Jrt,s J, to h'!J, r.n th makt!!!f 
ja ntw and hunureJ natf41Jt o,i tht ancient ii '!f 'Jsrael, anJ fg acqu1rt t1 ntK1 rt[!jmfiun 
1 our r,!J,q11sibilf;J far human weJ re i' ke9'i ' H(Unt t,arh ~s ~f ourfaitk 
7n sam1 lands across iii seas urbretlin n h w~l.1lt.~~"~~~~rrra fOJWt up tftg(r reli u • ' 
btliefs aHdJrallfm mid tr, J'?, I ar 111 a~~ f ~ 'L, J.:/ HiJJ. ~u-r ~t'JJ,u_N' :rnL 
HOM£ OF AMEIUCA Wi Jiart SU Ut~t"ll uiy,r,,em~ tlu uni,tt-tt ,a11dd~· of ilu-

']twlSh r-,lfJ{oH, worsh!f.p•~ m kt!)m9 with ur hufonc tradition: nnd w 11 n'e---' 
yrts(rw·J ~ur ~ncttHf f,a hu!_gs, our (flttcs, and ~to· rtl!J,t1JUj ,J i1ls ; n tl: '-fM•t 
dmrflft of our nation. Our re13wn ,s sh-ii1t!J, as ur Anunrn n lu al!:J ts (tw~. 

~{JNDFUL OF THESE BlESSlN'y.5 .uid wiHt Je91 , r,1/ltutlr i>t uur htarfs f tl,e §od 
if Jsratl, wl",, m 1654, ltd uw:faflurs fo tlte sko,-,5 f thtSJli ,1t 11e1 , la,,d, '°" 'l T £ ~£llt6 raocuiM th )'irt J__ 

1 

~ m ~lul 5 1 ~~]'t&.·mbtr ,.95 to ti, e1td 
Vy of S1i1uH 57'5 tJ.lal( 195. itS Jh• 1 t1"ntk.,:_/n~, }WtlJtr, srudy .111,t 

rlibraf{on ef t1u .Amtn an 'J Wt Sh ytrcoz frnan . 
'WE CALL ON AlL ouJl. BUTHJ\E t1iro~t ut t1u Jt,tlzon to pJrflc,i,afe ot t1te obser, 

raHce pf t111s anmvtrSa[:p to offer thanks unt, tJ1c £orJJ1-; r ffu ble si,y, kstow 1d 1 us 
fn .ilmtn,a: to pr~ for HJ c nfimudJ:'a • mh~pr~ nty ." ,,ur ountry and a1l 1ts fol,ab ta11k 
and torrJ,J[cafe ~,wlm hi the id •als :f qu~ 1lf t1, Wt I l:111 t/1~fi•,•,lom uf 'A111£rf • a dtm •rtJ· 

-~~ ,<,. : 

"~ '' 11.,a11-. 1 \. CV OJ 

~ Tu;),-• f ,\llAI' 

, . ..c.M.• ,t , • ,.. ,I~ ~, 
l ' , .,... , ,,.ua, '"'HI. I , •• , ,.u; r .: , .. .. i""'I c;o ... u ~ ,M I 
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Pronran1 

IL JR . I, .• : H \RRY 

I <1l,bi Jo ,•pl, P. lt-111 lt-iu 
I ,,ti, ,\lm,lwm "'Hwnor,uc C"nter 

TIOS L " • •THE. I cllllor ff Pnry \~1hrma11 
H<'t/1 Al,rul,um ·nc1uoow• ont"r 

lwfruwn. I )uyton T"n (•111,•nan Comm ill<> 

(,re ting 

Tur I lo. oR.,nu~ f Ii ,n· • I Cl{ 'J 

1\1,n or, ( ii)• of /)uylort 

J )R. L. L. Hun " · • 
lwrc/1 

n1 n 
1c 1,if":-i:-:;fttlrffl'ti~1 

E • uf it • ,• lu, I 

... ·m •1y (,. Kl.W>R 1, R. 

, ·otrmrn/ T,•rc Ntl,•11rirv ( om mill••" 

J Esr >. •. E 1 <>R TIIE I AYlo Jcw1 H o r. H J . .,.,, 
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f'n• icl(•nl. /c•wi /, ( omnHtttih• ounci/ 

<thJ,; Jo e>ph I . lt>rrl h·in 

J r. Ahbc1 I i;Jl •I . ;k,•r 
T al,1,;. T/11• T"mr,1", C l",,,,lm1<l. Ol1io 

Hnf or I f••rn1,111 f > u • 
T,•mpl,, I ru<>l 

I nhl i . ·,•lw ·n f . R11.·lcu1<I ., 



,.........··he Cincinnati 

Celebration of 

Three Hundred Years 

of American History 

1654 - 1954 

S1mday November 7, 1954 

Sheraton- Gibson Roof Garden 



In the autumn of 1654, 
twenty-three people arrived in the 

Dutch colony of New Amsterdam. 

They were the fir t group of Jews to settle in what is now the United 

tates. In the three hundred year that have pa ed since their arrival, 

Jew have been a part of the making, of America. They have helped 

build her citie , her industries, and her ommerce. They have fought 

in her wars. They have written son s and stories, and have probed the 

recesse of scientific koq' lecl,.g . T e • • • ked with their hands, 

and have helped or~iz gr.eat labo umons. They have erved the 
\ /J 

community through )i,reat onl_.tnj al a., • t• ilaothropic institutions 

~ nd in the various branches ,of the government. They have maintained 

and trengthened their ancient faith. They have had a share in making 

this nation. of which they have o long been a part, a leader of nation 

in a time of greatnes . 

All this- the arrival nd th participation--we celebrate now in the 

American Jewi h Tercentenary. The vie i va, t: the whole panorama 

of Amerka's hi tory, from the earlie t olonia1 day up to the present 

time. The theme i • univ( - al: Man's Opportunities and Respon ibHitie 

Under Freedom. The meaning i per. onal: the devotion and dedication 

of the individual American Jew to the country of which he is a citizen 

and to the faith to which he adheres. 



The Cincinnati Tercentenary Celebration 

PHILIP M. MEYERS 
General Chairman 

CHARLES POSNER 
Secret"') 

MIRIAM W. DREIFUS 

Coordinated b; the 
J WISH COMM ITY RELATIO S MMI'ITEE 



p OGRAM 

INVOCATIO Rabbi Fi hel Goldfeder 
K. K. Adath I r el ongregati n 

THE ATIO AL A THEM: Condu ted by Dr. Thor John on 
Dir ct r Cincinn ti ymph >ny Or h tra 

Mr . ilbert R nth 1 at th Pian 

Hon r Guard by incinnati P t 
cymour Aren tein 

o. 4 8-J i h ar V ter n 
Philip M hi 

GREETI 

L n rd Goldhagen 
Albert H rm n 

Fr d Raboff 
chr ib r~ 

F TER ,E T ARY: 
Philip M. M yer 

General Chairman, Cincinn ti T r ent nary el br ti n 

The Honor bl Dorothy olber 
Acting Mayor f 

Th 

The enerabl Da iJ R. Thornbcn y 
Pre ident, Council f hurche of Gr te1 incinnati 

Fr d L zaru , Jr. 
ati n I T rcentenary mmitt t· 

RE PO E FOR THE ATI JEWI H , M ITY: 
Dr. el on lu k 

Pr id nt. Hehr w nmn olle l.._ Jc · i h In tltute f Religion 
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... he text of the address by Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver at the Klein
ha11s Music Hall t~entenary 
celebration of the amdal of the 
llrn 1ew1 in America follows: 

This is an occasion to look 
backward and to look forward. 
We look back with pride and 
gratitude. We look forward with 
confidence and high hope. Our 
beginnings here were humble, u 
we~e the beginnings of all 
peoples who came to these shores. 
Steadily through the years, and 
more rapidly in the last three
quarters of a century, our num
bers increased and we shared. 
eagerly and gratefully in the 
growing and evolving life of 
America. Our people became in 
outlook true children of the New 
World, and in service and devo• 
tiop, loral and proud citizens of 
the United States. They served 
it patriotically in peace and in 
waf. They made creditable con
.tributions to its material pros
tie,rity, to its political and social 
11rogress, its democratic institu
tions, to labor and industry, to 
·ts arts, science, literature and 

usic. They supported gener
sly all the philanthropic and 
cial agencies and institutions of 

,.ir communities - Jewish and 
~.Jewish alike. They have been 
in,'t an uhworthy or unimportant 
part of the colorful, unique and 
noble mosaic pattern which is 
Azperica. f 

Nor have they ignore or for
gotten their own religious herit
age. They remained faithful to 
it.. Upon the shores of the new 
land they built their synagogues, 
t~ei· schools and their institu
tio s of learning and philan
thr l!' . which have always em• 
bodied .the ethical ideals and the 
way of life of our people. They 
did not isolate themselves from 
the lot of their fellow-Jews in 
other parts of the world. They· 
remained bound to U,em in fra
ternal soHeitute. They helped 
them in tn5· ~eeds. They came 
to their d when attacked, 
They pour tlleir generosity 
when ti~ cwertook them. 

l:tey ~ tfie task of build-
the ate of Israel when the 

histol'.ic moment arrived, and they 
:Ve undergirded it with their 

r; port and unfl~ing interest 
s • ce then. t &-o " . , '\l.Jv:.> 
B Few P~ssess1 n, l l., > 

hey relll_embered why those 23 
rims Cime to Nieuw Amster
. They came here for the 
e reason that a generation be
them another group of men 
women had come from Eng

d to Plymouth Rock. They 
nted to remain loyal to their 

Ith. They continued the noble 
radition which was set by the 

founder of their faith, Abraham 
who was the first pilgrim of·man'. 
kind, for conscience's sake. 
Among the first things which the 
t3 Jewish pilgrims requested of 
P ter Stuyvesant, the governor of 
. uw Amsterdam, was permis
on to build a synagogue and to 
urchase a burial plot. They 

wanted to fonnd a Jewish com
munity. 

Very little indeed were the pM
se~sion which these refugee pil
grims brought with them to the 
N~~ World. B!lt they did t.rin 
tfuur most pre ous POsseslioa of 
aff, {he Bibte. This boot con

,-.ed a verse wbleh a centuey 
and a quarter later the founding 
fathefs of. the American republic 
hiJd inscribed upon Liberty 
B 1-a ve _om th Book f 

viticus-"And ye shall pro
claim liberty 'throughout the land 

pto all the inhabitants thereof." 
berty is the key idea in Judaism 

along with the ideas of unity and 
compassion. Kings in ancient 
Israel were nevtr permitted to 
be autocratic and absolute. They 
were never deified or worshiped 
as was the case throughout th~ 
ancient world and in the Greco
Roman world. All men-king 
nobleman, priest and commo~ 
man were subject to the same 
overarchi!l,g moral law of God. A 
PfOphet m Israel could bring a 
kmg who had grievously sinned 
down to his knees by confronting 
him with the words "Thou art the 
man." The passion for freedom 
was strong among our people 
throughout the ages. An eminent 
rabbi declared: "Every human 
being has the right to say 'For my 
sake was the whole world ere• 
ated.'" 
Many Contributions 

It was this same Bible which 
i~spired _the P~ritans, who justi
fied their antl-monarchial posi
tion and their demand for civil 
and political liberty by the words 
of the Old Testament. It was this 
same Bible which inspired the 
Declaration of Independence the 
anti-slavery movement in ' the 
United States, and every move
ment for the economic and social 
advancement of the working 
masses of the people in the 
United States. 

Many have been th~ contribu
tions of our people during these 
last 300 years to the progress of 
America, but none has been as 
J11Pmentous as the spiritual con
tribution in fashioning its basic 
institutions and its dominant tra
ditions, I venture to say that we 
Jews of America can make no 
mone significant contribution as 
Jews in the future to the advance
ment of our beloved country than 
to preserve and express these 
basic spiritual elements in our 
hjstoric ffith wb,ich have molded 
the great civilizations of mankin"d. 

We have now closed three cen
turies of living in this country. 
In no other land have our people 
been privileged to enjoy so long 
a period of uninterrupted and 
peaceful dwelling and labor. Can 
we think hopefully of the future 
a~ Jews and as Americans? I be
lif!ve that we can. I believe that 
we have every right to do • so, 
though we cannot be dogmatic 
about it; for progress is neither 
g(laranteed nor automatic; nor 
can we ignore the fact that time 
and again the unforeseen and un
predictable in history have upset 
all man's most careful calcula
tions. 

I believe that the age in which 
we live is a great age, and that we 
are moving toward an even great
er age. I believe that oun present 
age is one of the greatest in hu
man history. We are too near our 
times properly to appraise them. 
One requires distance in order to 
see great objects in their proper 
~rspective. We ourselves are 

lo much involved in the turmoil, 
t e fears and the conflicts of our 

y to see objectivel,r. the amaz. 
g ~ ,,~ern ot life which is 
er,.. . 

uman Advancement 
Many people are quick to de
'be our age as materialistic, u 

ver's Address a Tercentenar 
lacking in idealism, in aim and 
purpose and as drifting helplessly 
to disaster. jhere are very few 
people who see this age of ours as 
a great age. I am persuaded that 
it is truly a great age. Historic 
events, great in amplitude and 
consequence, are comini to pass 
in our ,day. I am not thinking at 
the moment of the new worlds 
which science is continually dis
closing, the new insights into the 
nature of matter and energy, the 
new sources Qf power and wealth, 
the new metliods of production, 
distribution, transportation and 
communication. I am not ri:fer
ring to the amazing progress in 
the medical sciences which has so 
markedly improved the health of 
the human race and increased the 
average length of life, nor to the 
marvels of engineering and the 
miracles of construction. 

In characterizing our · age as 
great, I am thinking in terms of 
social progress and welfare, in 
terms of human advancement and 
civilization. More is being done 
in our day for the improvement 
of the conditions of the common 
man, for the raising of his 
standard of living, his health, his 
education, and for his protection 
against the disabilities of sick• 
ness, unemployment and old age, 
than in any generation, than in 
any five generations in the past. 
Neve.r were more determined ef
forts being made to bring about 
a fairer sharing of the wealth 
that is produced and , bet(er 
way of--life-fM-tir.---'----

Never have the submerged 
races n p o e o th aiib 
risen r in r 
day to nd n to ach \V!, * 
th~y ha e to 1 emre 
achieve eed a self- er-

~~r~ e-/ hi! llr 
popul11W1wr-uiu a 5 ,· 
000 nO►Jl:llielC;_gOi7€inif1£. e~ 
have 11 c • 
dom. ~~~aj~~~ o a 
isma tie o. 
Backwar peop es are pressing 
forward into the light .of a new 

way of Jewisli h e, a ast in its 
essentials. Tl\e ax must never 
be permitted to exalt itself over 
the man who wields it .... 

What we should fear m()ft is 

the rise of .. genera Oil of J?rOs. 
perous Jews 'IV.ho have no apifitual 
anchogie, « · a generation of 
cleverr reatle11 Jews of quick 

• ferment ilnd high volta1e rooted 
in no religiOUJ traditiora, reverent 
of no mord code, fli•rant of 
all . Jewish !J.earning and ht}d to 
s0~1!11 re~ity by no inner 
spmtual r t, who will range 
and blust over the American 
scene from ·terature and art to 
Pa:AY& and 1overnment and will 
co their fellow Jews in the 
e:,ea: Qf the American people. 
Suell floating mines are a danger 
to an,· people, but especially to 
a ~in6rlty g,roup. Seme of these 
mm111 ate. already exploding. 

_If American Jewry f1f tomorrow 
will •ore what has become 
peripUIIIJ in our life to the 
centq Main-the synagogue, the 
school; r.tJa• academy and the re
ligiou• duciplines of Judaism
if it will recapture the wisdr,n 
of llur ancient teachers who ad
monished us that the study of Lie 
Torah outweigha all other com
mandments fo• • uads directly 
to them all - then American 
Jewry is destined to enjoy a re
splendent century of spiritual 
growth in this &raciou1 land. 

I believe that the American 
peop}e will earnestly 11trive to e 
worthy of the challenge "and op. 
portunities of the American Cep-
tury. , 

And I believe, to,\ that it will be 
a &reat age fo1 erican Jewry 
if the catastro war does not 
shatter its securi y and life. As 
a minority, we are helpless 
against the ravages of hate and 
demagoguery which war and eco-
n?mil' depresslo-s sh_. But 
given peace an 1c sta-
bility, the Amer com-
munity will move ct and de-
velop. It will e~ cultural 
and religious life and tnstitutions, 
and will make worthy contribu
tions to the total life of America. 

If the American Jews of the 
coming decades will carry on un
interruptedly . and with wisdom 
and discrimlftation, putting first 
~hings first, and accentuating the 
positive and indispensable enter
prises c,t, Jewish life, they will 
mate tfte numerically largest 
Jewish ~ommunity in the world 
also one of the greatest ili terms 
of faith, culture- and scholarship. 

at may ~danger oaf ,Jewish 
uture here is npt CQllscious 

,-capism or delibe usimila-
Uonist tendenciee a, char 

terized Jewislt unities 
lsewhere and times. 

ther, an unC() ift and 
a arefree relairt 11 disci-
p ne~not out of l!tlon but 
o t of sheer in nee-cs h 
a belo t 
n t att g 
o ildrea•• lillftl4NiNth 

i a e so at 
t ey C 
a equa1e 
v ry m11,nyt~~t:;'3;~ g1v~ng 
t em any i all, / or 

mes w,hicJl _ ,,, __ .ed of all 
J wish c~t. ~1/ 

1 enerous ili·tl ',Ki+/ 
Too many of 6tii~ople want 
ta&Y•going religfon, one whiell 

not challenfe or distUPb' 
• reliilon wi hout any apid 

tual travtlil, without any stab of • 
thought or conscience, without 
any sacrifices, the religion of 
self - pampering people. No re 

ligion has ever aurvived in ·that 
kind of an emotional and intellec
tual yacuum, Judaism least of all. 

It 1s a gr~ virtue in our peo
ple that . thep.- 1re generous in 
heart--charitab11 and re1ponsive 
to ~11- human need and 1uffering. 
It 11 a noble tradiUon of Israel 
an~ a by-product of a religion 
Vfhtch, foremost among 11U the re
ligions of mankind, matfe charity 
and loving kindness central in its 
code of human conduct. But 
Judaism la much more than char
ity, and the charitable impulse 
alone will not preserve our faith 
and our people, "This Book of 
the Law shall not depart out of 
your mouth, but you shall medi
tate on it day and night, that you 
may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it; for 
then you shall make your way 
prosperous, and then you .shall 
have good success.'' No Jewish 
community ever survived for 
long which did not cultivate Jew
is_h learning and study and which 

d not cultivate th r i • 

man~ind out of the grave social, 
political ap~ economic predica
me!1t in Wbich it fi~ itself. I 
believe that Amerie!aa leadershif. 
will prove it,elf equal to the cha . 
l<:)nge, if it ~ill take counsel of 
faith and not of fear, and if it 
will be guided by the prophetic 
insights and the wide perspec
tives of the Founding Fathers of 
this republic. 

I believe that our age will find 
the formula of toleration which 
~ill e~able the many evolving 
and fluid forms of capitalism and 
socialism to work out their des
tinies in the one world in which 
we live. They may be irreconcil
able in theory; tJley need not be 
in practice. 
day,_ and ttie explollil on o t'he 
dara: races of the earth is rapidly 
drawing to a dose. 
The Maior T,.nds • 

What we Jrt witnessing in our 
day, if we have eyes not only te. 
see things, but to aee into the 
heart of th~s. is not social dis
integration, but a radical new re
integration of humanity, a pro
found change in the social evolu
tion of man, a change not free, 
of course, from dangers - for 
there is no progress without 
danger-but one of boundless 
and immeasurable potentialities. 

I do not wish to overdraw the 
picture. I am not suggesting that 
our age is approaching idyllic 
perfection, or that the milienium 
is just around the corner. 

The important thini to con
sider is not whether we are on 
the eve of the millenium, but 
whether the major trends of our 
age are in the direction of the 
hoped-for good society, or away 
from it. Is our age trying to era
dicate poverty and illiteracy and 
to raise the standard of living of 
people, regardless of race or 
color or creed? Is it trying to 
satisfy the legitunate aspirations 
of peoples to rtatJonal freedom 
and · independence? Is it trying 
to organize the world for peace 
and for international co-opera
tioo? • I believe that in all these 
major trends, our age has given 
welcome evid~ of great deter
m~ion, l.ll}t~, ,of, _!'Oil,sid:~'?l,e 
pr es&.•· ,U • 11 •JDOVlJlJ Jn!rpose
j iii the right' directio 
abpliUon of war, 'the • re 
or-~overty and the elinu 
·{ac1al inequality, These 
bree major treuds of • 

tuey. 
Ours is a ·great a~: and I be

l~ye we are entering into an even 
gt!'ater ·age.· The wave of the 
future; · , the true direction of 
man's pilgrimage and destiby may 
be, from time .. to time, thwarted 

d .opposed dammed \(p, as it 
-~ere, and obstructed, drawn off 

11.S retarded, ifiu lf cannot be 
~rmanenUy estopped. 
In our day this moral forward 

thrust of man has encountered 
the sibof'n and insaleJ:1 st-
ance 11az' of {i d 
of Co un· ta 
have v e eslat 
itual lill!~!J.::i.W 
tute m 
ture. 
Great Age for u. S. 

'llhey put shackles iit man even 
when they proJRisef :.~im iarger 
freedoms. • They '&vided and 
stratified men, even when they 
prated about a classless society. 
They fomented war even when 
they preached peace. But the 
onmoving tides of man's irresisti
ble sbirit have now swept over 
the shattered r\UDS of some of 
these sinister aMerations and 
dark conspiracies of the rebels 
against light-thoqh they have 
not as yet entirely obliterated 
them. And the tides are now 
whirling around the bastion, of 
the remaining dictatorships of the 
earth. They will surely succumb. 
They cannot, in the long run, win 
in the contest for man's heart 
and man's loyalties. 

Man has struggled through the 
long, weary centuries to free him• 
self from the bondage of nature. 
He will not voluntarily and for 
long l\lbmit to the bondage of 
,man. • ·Neither dictatorship nor 
racialism not atatism nor mili
tarism can or will command the. 
fortunes of the human race. They 
represent the sunk wreckage of 
the past which the storms of our 
day have dredged up again from 
the bottom of their buried depths 
and have 1et them afloat again 
dangerously along the ship lanes 
of the world. 

The -coming age will be a great 
age for Anterica, • The next hun
dred yean at least seem likely to 
be known, I belln., as the 
"American Century," in the same 
sense as tbt l,tQ Qantury was 
"The Centurv 1tt Gr•~ Britain.'' 
Destiny has wled out our be
loved CQ&Jntry~-The foremost de
mocracy on earthi to iive leader
ship to the wor d and to lead 



(Editor's Nate.· The following is the 
text of Rahhi Abba Hillel, Silver's ad
dress. delivered at the Tercentenary 
Community Diriner last Sunda11. at the· 
Statler Hotel. as the major social activ
ity arranged by the Detroit Tercen
tenary Committee.) 
. This is an occasion to look backward 

d to look forward. We look back with 
ride and gratitude. We look forward 
ith confidence and high hope. Our be

~nnings here were humble, as were the 
ginnings of all peoples who came to 
ese shores. Steadily through the years, 

nd more rapidly in the last three
quarters of a century, .our numbers in
~reased and we shared eagerly and 

ratefully in the growing and evolving 
ife of America. 

Our people became in outlook true 
hildren of the New World, and in serv

·ce and devotion, loyal and proud citi
ens of the United States. They served 

1i patriotically in peace and in war. They 
made creditable contributions to its ma
erial prosperity, to its political and so
• al progress, its democratic institutions, 

labor and industry, to. its arts, science, 
·terature, and music. They supported 

generously all the philanthropic and so
ial agencies and institutions of their 
ommunities - Jewish and non-Jewish 
ike. They have been not an unworthy 

unimportant part of the colorful, 
nique and noble mosaic pattern which 

America. 
Nor have they ignored or forgotten 

eir own religious heritage. They re
ained faithful to it. Upon the shores 
the new land they built their syna

. ogues, their schools and their institu-
1ons of learning and -philanthropy 

~ich have always embodied the ethical 
• ~als and the way of life of our people. 

\ey did not isolate themselves from 
~ lot of their fellow-Jews in other 

~arts of the world. They remained bound 
'i:, them in fraternal solitude. , They 

lped them in their needs. They came 
their defense when attacked. They 

1Ured out their generosity when trag
overtook them. They ralli.ed to the 

k of building the State of Israel when 
e historic moment arrived, and they 
ve undergirded it with their support 
d unflagging intere.st since then. 
They remembered why those twenty-

hree Pilgrims came to Nieuw Amster
am. They came here for the same 
~ason that a generation before them 
nother group of men and women had 
ome from England to Plymouth Rock. 

:!?hey wanted to remain loyal to their 
taith. They continued the noble tradi
ion which was set by the founder of 
heir faith, Al:>raham, who was the first 
ilgrim of mankind, for conscience sake. 

Very little indeed were the pos
sessions which these r.efugee pil
grims brought with them to the New 
World. But they did bring their most 
precio·us possession of all, the Bible. 
This book contained a verse which 
a century and a quarter later the 
founding fathers of the American 
republic had inscribed upon the Lib• 
erty Bell - a verse from the Book 
of Leviticus - "And ye shall pro
'claim liberty throughout the land 
unto all the inhabitants thereof.'' 
It was this same Bible which in

pired the. Puritans, who justified their 
nti-monarchial position and their de

piand for• civil and political liberty by 
the words of the Old Testament. It was 
this same Bible which inspired the 
;Declaration of Independence, the anti
alavery movement in the United States, 
and every movement for the economiq 
and social advancement of the working 
masses of the people in the United 

tates. • 
Many have been the contributions of 

our people during these last 300 years 
to the progress of America, but none has 
been as momentous as the spiritual con
tribution in fashioning its basic institu
tions and its dominant traditons. I ven:
'ture to say that we Jews of 'Amerca can 

ake no more significant contribution 
s Jews in the future to the advance

ment of our beloved country than to pre
.serve and • express these basic spiritual 
elements in our historic faith which 
!have molded the great civilizations of 
mankind. 

We have now closed three centuries 
of living fo this country. In no other 
land have our people been privileged to 
enjoy so fong a period of •uninterrupted 
and peaceful dwe.}ling and labor. Can 
:we think hopefully of the future as Jews 
and as Americans. I believe we can. I 
believe that we have every right to do 
ao, though we ·cannot 'be dogmatic about 

istoric Speec in~_.,-.--:etroit 
. . ~ I"• -~ ~ - :S ...._}> '<-+ f' ct\ "}-=~ S \\ ~ Q,\l.J"u 

it; for progress is neither guaranteed 1the reduction of pover:ty, and the elimi-l will make worthy cd:htributions to the 
nor automatic; nor can we ignore the • nation of racial inequality. These are total life of America. 
fact that time and again the unforeseen the three major trends of our century. 
and unpredictable in history have upset In our day this moral forward thrust If the American Jews of the comin 
all man's most careful calculations. encountered the stubborn and insolent decades will carry on uninterruptedly anci: 

I believe that the age in which we live resistance of Nazism of Fascism and of with wisdom and discrimination, putting 
is a great age and that we are moving Communist dictato{ship. These have first things first, and accentuating the 
j; d t positive and indispensible enterp:rises of owar s an even grea er age. I v_iolentlv. resisted _the spiritu_al ,aspira- • "' Jewish life, they will make the npmeri-

Many people are quick to describe our tlons which constitute mankmd s wave cally largest· Jewish community 'in th 
age as materialistic, as lacking in ideal- I oof the future. They put sh~ckles ~m world and the greatest in history als 
ism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting man, even when they_ :promised him one of the greatest in terms of faith. 
helplessly to disaster. There are very few 

I 
l~r_ger freedoms'. They divided and stra- culture and scholarship. What may en 

people who see this age as a great age. I tlfied men, eve~ when they prated about danger our Jewish future here is no 
am persuaded that it is truly a great I a classless society. They fomented war conscious communities or deliberate as
age. Historic events, great in amplitude I even "':hen t1:1ey pre.ached ~ea~e. B~t .the similationist tendencies such as char
and consequence, are coming to pass in on_~ovmg tides of mans irresistible acterized Jewish communities elsewhere 
our day. I am not thinking at the spint have now swept over the shattered and at other times. Rather, an uncon
moment of the new worlds which-science I ruins of some of these si~ister aberra- scious drift and a carefree relaxation of 
is continually disclosing, the new in- I tion_s and_ dark conspiracies of the rebels all disciples-not out of conviction buli 
sights into the nature of matter and I agamst llght--th0ugh they have not as out of sheer indifference-such as be
energy, the_ new sources of power and y_et entirely oblit~r~ted them. And the longing to synagogues but not attendin 
wealth the new methods of production, tides are now whirlmg around the bas- them, or sending children to Sunday, 
distrib~tion transportation and com- tions of the remaining dictatorships of Schools which are so limited as to tim 
munication: I am not referring to the the earth• l'?ey will surely ~uc_eomb. that they cannot really give them a 
am~zing progress in the m~dical sciences They cannot, m t~e long run, wm m tl~e adequate Jewish education, or in ver 
which has so markedly 1mpr~>Ved the conte~t for mans heart and mans many instances, not giving them an 
health of the human race and mcreased loyalties. j instruction at all or homes which ar 
the average 1e;11gth_ of life, nor ~o the Man has struggled through the long, emptied .of all Je,;.,ish content. • 
marvels of ~ngmeermg and the miracles weary centuries to free hizwelf from the • 
of construction. bondage of nature. He will not voluntar- Too many of our people want a 

In characterizing our age as ily and for long submit to the bondage easy-going religion, one v.:hich does no 
great, I am thinking in terms of of man. Neither dictatorship nor racial- challenge or disturb them, a religio 
social progress and·welfare,'in terms ism nor statism nor militarism can or With0ut any spiritual travail, withou 
of human advancement and civili- will command· the fortunes of the hu- ~ny stab of th0ught or conscience, with 

t . M • b • d • man race. They represent the sunk out any sacrifices, the religion of self 
za ion. ore is emg one m our pampering peopl&. No religion has eve 
day for the improvement of the wreckage of the past which the storms survived in that kind of an emotiona 
conditions of the common man, for of our day have dredged up again from 
the raising of his, standard.of living, t.he bottom of their buried depths and :;!

11
~ntellectual vacuum, Judaism leas 

• his health, his education, and for have set them afloat again danger-
his protection against the disabili- ously along the ship lahes of the world . 
ties of sickness, unemployment and The coming age will be a great 
old age, than in any generation, age for America. The next hundred 
than in any five generations in the years at least ..seem likely to be 
past. Never •were more determined known, 1 believe, as the "American 
efforts being made to bring about Century," in the same sense as the' 
a fairer sharing of the wealth than 19th was "The Cent·ury of Great 
is produced and a better way of life Britain." Destiny has singled out 

• for all. • our beloved country, the foremost 
Never have the submerged races and democracy on earth, to give leader~ 

peoples of the earth risen as they have ship to the wotld and to lead man-
risen in our day to demand and to kind out of the grave social, politi-
achieve, as they have to a large measure cal .and .economi redicament in 
achieved, freedom and self-dete mina- wh· • ™f I believe that 
tion. Within the last ten _years one- A--~·••r·"-,~~ ~lp will prove it-
fourth of the earth's population-more Ji hallange, if it 
than five hundred million. non-self- Jt aith and not of 
governing people-have obtained their fea , an if ·t y1 b guided by the 
political freedom. Itpperialism and the :n ~Ue ills ghts and the 
colonialism are in their death-thi:-oes. wide krspep ives,n f the Founding 
Backward peoples are pressing forward Fathe ~o hm public. 
into the light of a new day., and the ex- 1 believe ~~(our age will find the 
ploitation of the dark races of the earth iiormula of toleration which will enable 
is rapidly drawing to- a close. the many envolving and fluid forms of 

It is a rreat virtue in our people 
that they are generous in heart-
charitable and responsive to all 
human need and suffering. It • is 'a 
noble tradition of Israel and a 1-7· 
product of a religion which, fore
most among all religions of man
kind, made charity and loving-kind
ness. central in its code of human 
e4mduct. But Judaism is much more 
than charity, and the charitable 
impulse alone will ]!,ot preserve our 
faith an -ur people. "This Book of 
the Law all not depart out of your 
mouth, LJut you shall meditate on it 
day and night, that you shall be 
careful to do according to all that 
is written in it; for THEN you shall 
make your way prosperous, and 
THEN you shall have good success." 
No Jewish community ever survived 

,c,ii(#or long which did not cultivate 
Jewish learning and study and 
which did not cultivate the pre
scribed way of Jewish life, at least 
in its essentials. The axe must never 
be permitted to exalt itself over the 
man who wields it ..• 

What we are witnessing in our day, capitalism and socialism to work out 
if we have eyes not only to see things, their destinies in the one world in which 
but to see into the heart of things, is we live. They may be irreconcilable in 
not social disintegration, but a radical theory; they need not be in practice. 
new re-integration of humanity, a pro- , • " What we should fear most is the ris 

America will lead in findin.g the f t· h found change in the social evolution of o a genera 10n of prosperous Jews w o 
man, a change not free, of course, from way. The way is not that of a global have no spiritual anchorage, or a gen
dangers-for there is no progress with- armament race which will impoverish eration of clever, restless Jews of quick 
out danger-but one of boundless and the peoples of the earth--0urselves in- ferment and high voltage, rooted in no 
immeasurable potentialities. eluded-and end as such races always religious tradition, reverent of no moral 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. end-in the catastrophe of war. The way code, ignorant of all Jewish learning 
I am not suggesting that our age is is rather that of conference, of ,coura- and held to social responsibility by no 
approaching idyllic perfection, or th.at geous diplomacy, of giving urgent l(;ad- inner spiritual restraint, who will range 

ership in the United Nations to a pro- and bl ter all o e th Ame ican ene 
the millenium is just around the co.rrier. gram of speedy ·and balanced r·educti·on· f l~ts t v ·dr et t r 1·t· sc d rom i era ure an ar o po i ics an 

The important thing to consider is of armament ancl h(llp to the backward government· and will comh1it their fel-
not whether we are on the eve of the peoples of the earth. low Jews in the eyes of the America 
millenium, but whether the major 'trends 
of our age are in the direction . Of the I believe that the ~rican people . people. Such floating mines are a dan-' 
hoped-for good society, or away .from it. will earnestly strive to be worthy of the · ger to any people, but especially to a 
Is ·our age trying to eradicate po.verty challenge , and opportunities of the minority people. 
and illiteracy and to raise the standard American Century. If American Jewry of tomorrow will 
of living of people, regardless o,f race or And I believe, too, that it will be a restore what has become peripheral in 
color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the great age for American Jewry if· the our life to the center again-the syna
legitimate aspirations of p~oples to na- catastrophe of war does not shatter its gogue, the school, the aci:i,demy and the 
tional-freedom and independence? Is it security and life. As a minority, we are religious disciplines of Judaism-if it 
trying to organize the world for peace helpless against the ravages of hate and will recapture the wisdom of our ancient 
an4 for international cooperation? I be- demagoguery which war and ec<>nomic teachers who admonished us that the 
lieve that in all these major trends, our depressions unleash. But given peace study of the Torah outweighs all other 
age has given welcome evidence of great and economic stability, the American commandments for it leads dir~ctly to 
determination and of considerable pro- Jewish community will move forward them all-then American Jewry is des
gress. It is moving purposefully in the and develop. It will expand its cultural tined to enjoy a resplendent century of 
fa • e i n-the ~ac!,!b~o~li,..,i...,·o~n.,_,.,,.._.,,....~- ~ n"'d,._.l'.,.,e,,,l.,i ,.i"o.,.u,.,s _l""i.,.,fe,._,a~n..,· d..,_1~·n~s~t~it~u~t~io:!<n;t.;S~:';!a~n~d~ s~:P-~i:!.ri:.:·t~u::::a~l- 1o.~!.l.l:'<~~- t- i!!:!s:-1:Lll.lQ=-> ............. _n~ 




