
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         185           69           891 
 
 

Zionist Organization of America, 1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~ TAT !T OF ll . ABBA HILLEL TLVER 
BEFORE TH •, A lJ .1I:t- I T TIVE BO D 

of the ZI01 1IST ORGA. IZATION OF Al ERICA 

Clevland, Ohio 
Saturday evening, January 23 , 195h 

The ne1 King Saud of Saudi Arabia recentlr stated that JDrael is like a 

cancer to the Arab world n that the Arab 1ations -v,ould sacrifice u to t n 

rn·llion en jn order to un-root it. King Saud 's father likewise dirl not favor 

the establishment of the State of Israel, but he was smart enou"'h n0t. to do 

anything about it. He took it 01t in jntervie,•rs . le hon that his inexnPri need 

son will follow his father ' s footsteps. It woul0 be better by far, if instean of 

r)lanninr to snend ten TT':i ·1 J ion Arab lives to wine out Israel, King 0aud Vlere planning 

to spen<l some of his hundreds of m·11ions of oila of oil royalties which he 

received from the "nite<l States to improve the ,n :tion of the iserable , ill:it r

ate , disease-ridder Arabs in his kin ;,dom -- mil • on of national v1eAlth which he 

and his redecessors hav been squanderin~ upon th mselves, their Ala , heir 

luxuries, and their favori.tes. i'fj j np out Israel will not imorove the lot of the 

miJlions of the exploite fe ahins in Kin~ 0 aud 1s empire. 

Th:is holds true al.o of some of the o ,her rulers And nolit.::.c 1 lv nturfrs 

among srael's nei hbor~ng Prab tates rho are hoping to mak olitical cap·tal 

for themselves and to~ in or sti e ~·th their comnetitive sa er-ra tlin~ a ainst 

Israel by offerin p An ttractive sea e oat to their lon :> svfferin subjects and 

by turning their attention away from the miserable conri·ions in which hey are 

compelled to live. 

)Orne ctav the Arab eoples viill come to unders a d hat t.heir real fu re lies 

not in 1ar, but in nolit·cal , economic anr social nro ess and r form and in h 
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raisin the s andard of livinP, of health an e uca ion of the ma ses--o :ects 

whjch can be reached with he rea y and ea,er cooperation of sr el . Suh a 

cooperation would make the ear Eas where there is room for ma1. times the rese t 

nonulation, a ros erous and flourishinfl' cent r of the , orld . Th small State of 

srael represents cnly an incon~iierable fr ctio. of the land Mr a of ,ha vas 

territory anrl of it s otential resources. 

The A ab rulers have so far resjsted ev ry effort of Israel an th njted 

yation t,o brin , about a eace settlement v, ich would p ve the way for such a 

constru ive eveloLment ·1h· ch muld ibe of mut:ial benefit to Tsraeli and Arab al·ke . 

Rather the,r nref r to continue the colc war, sustajned ten~ions, econcmic warfare, 

ho cott and blockAde, maurauding and infiltratio . They ore er to ob. true • any 

e fort ~ hich he State of Jsrael on it o a in 

in ord r to uti ize its own 1at r resource in or 

n territory ishes to make 

i.o uil un ·ts ovn economy 

or any inancial aid which • ht a crue to J srael from a greemen s vi th other na ions 

uch as that w ich Vias recently concluded between it anrl Wec,tern rmany . 

The rab rulers prefer to thr aten as did Kin~ Saud and befor · h·m the Kin of 

t.~ordan who last year declared : 11 'i th the help of 010 we shall take a k wha 

lost to us . 11 Tr ns-Jorc'lania actuall~ aained territory ·ni th the s a lis hment of 

t.he ~ ate of srael t F.: t has threat~ned . T:ikev1ise the snokesmen of yria . 

Colonel edi who was hairman of the Syrian e]egation on the tixed rmis ice 

rommission stated lA t ebruary : 11 '.l.'his land car1no hold both Arab an e s . 

There exists only one sol tion hich we. hal} et: that tis 1 nd shall be 

possesse onl by the ,Jews or only by the Ar bs . 11 

as 

The rab Learrue hops to continue tis conrition of no-Jcace-no- ar u ti it 
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feels itself stron enou h for war , until Israel is so weakened by its economic 

urdens end the fr b States so stren hen d by th arms and m"litar aid receive 

f om the n; ted States hat it :ill be in a nosi tion to att ck v,i th P.Te t r success 

~ an it had in 19L8 . 

Jn vier of these facts, it beco es increasingly • f i ult to under ·tand our 

own overn~ent•s ea ~erness to senrl arms to the Arab States . , urely our Stat 

1te artm nt must be ull informed of these pur oses and avowals of he /'ra tat 8 . 

Surely it knows that Israel has planned and is plannin no a ssion a ,~·nst any 

of its nei,..h ors and is anxious for peace , and that it has requested time and aoajn 

th Amer·can overnr.1ent to use is bes offices to brin about neace ne~ot-iations . 

• 2t is beh · nd this determination of our tate artment o arm the rabs 

1 hose leaders arc pre ared to sacrifice ten mi lj on men to wi e out srR 1. 

The T nit d , tates helpe in the creation of t e .. ate of Israel . t v:-:. s the 

first ~overnment to reco~nize the newly est blishe State . This was done in r sponse 

to the overv1helming sentir.1ent of the Americar people which expressed itself in a 

hun~re ways . This political and 1 ter on material assistance hich was iven by 

our overru ent to the t te of srae 1 was never viev,ed as an ac of parti li ty 

tmards srael or as An at of un riendlinesr. towards he r8bs . It was an act of 

intern ional ·ustice . The J\rab people v ere like ,j se assisted by the Tn • ed States 

a the Alliei ations o c-1chieve their political indepen ence anc t.o set un new 

stetes anl crorernments . The. hc1v also received finan ia and material aid from 

our ~overnment , ~shave ozens of other states . 

Is it assumed for a moment that the arms which ill be s t to them ·fill e 

used by the Ar ab ruler to defend emocracy and to i ht,. ,ommuni... a ession: 

~his must anpear as incre ible naivete to anyone who kno s the history of that 

r ITT.on . ~hese rul rs will not f: ht the Soviet any mor. th n they fou ht he azis . 
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he wea ons will be us i= d a ainst Israel if these r lers have hejr wa .. . The hav 

left no doubt in nyone's 1d.nct about it . 

That the Amerj c::>· Gov rr i ent rmst sen, them er s and at the same t • me sho 

that it is un avorably disposed owa.rd Israel lest the~e tates ~ in into the 

Gommunjst orbit is a fonn of blackmail wh:ich has been fre uentl em Joyed by 

rab prooa andists and b r their oilmen spokesmen in the TJni ted t.ates . om.munism 

wolds ell the uin of these feudal lords . The ar .ent is a fantAstic ax . 

The Prnerican 1overnment has nPver shown favoritism to srael . It should not 

now shov. avori ism to the ra b States at the expense of Israel and b arm · n them 

crea ea situation of mortal danger to the State of srae . srael asks no avori-

tis . asks the friendly cooperation of the ,e c n ove nment to bring a out 

peace in that. nart of the word . 

Th re are outstanJin~ probl ms bet een Israel an its neirhbors , roles 

of refu ees , re aration and r settlement whjch can be solved with ool will as 

art of the over- all p.ace settlement . On~e the repr sentatives of Israel anrl 

the rB Mtate will get around the conference table in an earnest desire tc fin 

am tually satisfactorily formula for eace , thPse outstandjn 

oom as forb'dding and threatening as they s em at the moment . 

ro lems will not 

othing, however , 

can be ained by an atti ude of intransi ence , by vain thr ats or by any expec

tation that the State of Israe__ ill rm, 1 ak r instea . of stron er a the ears 

ao on . It will not . 

0 
\,,,, 




