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The Jewish Pilgrims to America 

r. ba H:1.11el :llvnr 

he Te._p1e, Cleve land, Ohio 

This ye r t e Je s t comnunity oft e Unite c;tates, n berin P, over five 

million souls, i . c le tine ,h T .re ,nt 4nl\ry of i t .s e3ta 11 ... hment. n 1654 a 

oup of t ,· enty-thre f ~ws f r Brazi J., here th Portuguese hnd er tf!d the 

Dutoh, were ncm orc~d to flee fro threatened p rse .ution and sought sRnctuary 

in JieU'N Am3terdH!l1 1 ra , le 1 York, hich was e utch rule. ':'h . e t \"! ntv-three 

Jew!1 "."fere of Spanish nd Portu ese origin. Sp n and Portur,al had expelled the 

J~a f om their countries at the o ose of the sixteenth oentury, and wherev r 

these governments uoceeded in establishing their power, they pursued the Jews 

with relentless intolerance. 

Uieuw A.~sterdam in 1651, boasted a population or a thousand souls, among 

who~ ~re penple of uite a number of national ·t .. e • Here llRR the first Je ish 

settle ent tabli hed in the United States. ~hortly thereafter, other Je 1 h 

settler3 came to Delaware and a.ryland, tn 1ewport, hiladelphia, Boston, and 

rharleston. Jews were thus among the early settlers or our country. Jews were 

also ith Cclumbu on hi f1rRt journey of iscovery. 

The be nines of the Jewish comi~un1ty in the t n1ted St tes were thus very 

humble, as were th~ beginnings of all oples ho came to these shores, either 

fleeing from rsee tion or seeld.ng opportunitie 1 a new world. Stead11y through 

the years, and ore r ly in t.he last three-quarters of a century, their m.uabere 

increased. The J .w, shared eagerly in the groin ., nd evolvin life of A erica. 

COlllin g from m~ rq part.. of t.he ,orld a rl .from ny ck ground . , they eoon became 

cne in outlook nn in hopefulness, true children or th~ t orld, anrl, in service 

nnd devotion, loyal nd proud oitizene of the nited States. They served America 

in ace Rnrl in war. ewi h officerB and 1Mn took part in the ReYolutionar;y War, 

the ar ot 1812, the Ci v11 War, the Spanish-American ar, and the two orld Wars. 



~any Jews served 1th rare 

of them lay dorm their liv 

free om nd democracy. 
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istinction, ere honor.d for heir bravery, an ny 

for tl ir beloved c untry r.d for the inciplea or 

Jes have ade v luable contrib~tions, in o e inst nces outr-tandin contr bu

tiona , to them terial ro perity of the Unite t ts, to its political nd 

soci 1 pro es~, its labor an industry, its art, scien~e, literature, and u io. 

They h•ve supporte, nerously all the phil-nthr £ ic ·nn social gencie and in titu

tions or their communities - Jewish and non-Jewi h alike . They have been, throufjl 

the year~J, not an unimnort nt rt of that colorf 1, uniqu , nd noble mos ic ich 

is Acieric . 

Nor have they ignored their religious heri t11 ) . They have re ained f 1 thtul 

to it . t on the hores of the n land t.hey bu lt their synagogues and temples, 

their rcl1gicus schoolR and institutions of e hich hav embodied th high 

ethicnl ideal~ o· Jud is 1, the old t monothei c f 1th of mankind, from which other 

eat religions received so much of their inspiration. The Je or America did 

not isolate themselves rro their fellow Jews, who, livin in other part of the 

world, in land of pers~cution and de reeeion, stood in need of their rr tern 1 

solicitude and help . They came to their def'ens when they ere ttacked. hey 

poured out their generosity when tragedy overtook them. 

It is with nrid nd 1th hwnble Rtitude to kind Providence th~t the 

Jewish communit7 or the Unite States now eel brates th 300th anniversary ot 

its establishm nt on these gr cious shores, prying to the Father of all nations 

to continue to f vor it with His abundant grac and to enable it to serve in tha 

future as in the past their beloved country and all its noble insti tutiona. 

Up<>n the Liberty B 11, now in the city of hiladelphia, are inscribed these 

words: 'Proolaia liberty throughout all the nd unto all the inhabitant 
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thereof." he ,. l'!ords are fro t he Boo.'" o_ I vit us, XXV, 10, part of that 

Bible hi.ch th Je ish settlers treas-are· an brought to the land which is n 

the ited , tatee of 1 er·c~. 



' 
The Jewish Pilgrims to America 

h . ~ \W J ~ 
Ral>bi, The Temp/I', Clei;c/and, Oltio 

' i uw 111 tcrda111 ahout th<' year 1650. 

Eonon' • OTE: From tim to time, th LE nEn tries to 
give information about ev nt • that may be of int •resl to 

irl Scout group . This y ar marks th 300th anniv r ary 
of the first Jewish s ·ttlenwnt in this country, so we a keel 
Rabbi Abba Hill l ilv r to tell om readers about it. 

ms YEAH the Jcwi h community of 
h' nitcc.l Stat s, numbering ov ·r 
iv • million souls, is celebrating th 
cr\."t·nt narv of its c ·tabli hm nt. In 

1654 a group oft\ enty-three Jew from 
Brazil, where th ' Portugue e had d feat d 
the Dutch, wer, forced to fle from 
threatened per ·ecution and ought sanctuary 
in i uw m ·terdam, no, c, York, 
which was under Dutch rule. 

i 'UW Am tcrdam in 1654 boasted a 
population of a thousand soul , among 
, hom , er p op1e of a number of nation
aliti s. Herc was the first lewish settle
ment in the United State ·. Shortly there
after, other Jewish s ttl rs cam to Dela
, arc and ~laryland to 1ewport, Phila
delphia, Boston, and Char} ston. Jew wer 
thus among the early settlers of our coun
try. J ws were al ·o with Columbus on his 
fir t journ y of di covery. 

Th b ginnings of the Jewish community 
in the United States wer' very humble, as 
were th beginnings of all peopl , ho 
came to th sc shores either fie ing from 
p r eution or s king opportuniti 'S in a 
new world. tcadily through th years, and 
mor rapidly in th lat three-(1uarters of a 
century th •ir numbers increa ed. Th Tew 
shar d cag rly in th gro-. ing and evofving 
life of mcrica. Coming from many part of 
the world and from many backgrounds th y 
soon bccam on' in outlook and in hopeful
n ss, true children of th w \ orld, and 
in service and d votion, loyal and proud cit
iz •ns of the nited tat •s. They ·erv •cl 

merica in p •ac' and in war. Jc, ish offic r 
and men took part in th R' olutionar \Var, 
th \ ar of 1812, the Civil\ ar, the pani h-

mcri ·an \Var, and th' two \ oriel \Vars. 
~lany J w ·er d v ith rar' di tinction, w r 
honored for th ir brav r and many laid 
down their Ii c for th ir belo d ountry and 
for the principl of freedom and d mocracy. 

J , s ha c mad valuabl contribution 
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to th' mat •rial prosperity of th ' nited 
' tat s, to its political and ocial progrc ·, 

its labor and indu ·try, its art., sci nc ', litcr
atur , and mu. ic. The hav upport •d 
generously all the philanthropic and odal 
ag nci s and in titution of their commu
nitie -Jewish and non-Jc, ish alik . They 
have been through th y ar. , a not unim
portant part of that colorful, uniqu ', and 
nob!' mo. aic which is merica. 

J. or have they ignored their r ligious • 
lwritage. Th have remain cl faithful to it. 

pon th shore· of th ' n w land the built 
th ir synagogu s and t mpl •s, their re
ligious school · and institutions of learning 
which have mbodicd th high ethical ideal: 
of Judai ·m th oldest monoth i ·tic faith of 
mankind, from which oth r great r ligions 
r ·c ivcd so much of their inspiration. Th 
J ·w • of mcrica d • cl not i ·olatc themselve 
from th ir fellow J w-, who Ii ing in other 
parts of th , orld, in land of pers •cution 
and d pression, stood in n ed of th ir fra
ternal solicitude and h Ip. They pour •cl out 
their g ·n rosity , h n tragedy o ertook 
them. 

It is , ith prid' and with humhl • grnti-
ud to a kind Providenc that th• Jcwi-11 

comm unit of th nited late · nov c •l •
hratc • th 300th anniversary of it · stab
Ii ·hmcnt on the e graciou • ·hor s, prayinrr 
to th Father of aJJ nation to continue to 
favor it with His abundant gra • and to 

nabl it to s r e in th future a · in the 
past their bdov d country and all it. nobl • 
ins ti tu lions. 

pon th ' Libert B 11, now in th cit of 
Philadelphia, ar inscribed these word : 
"Prodaim liberty throughout all th land 
unto all the inhabitants th reof." The 
word ar from th Book of Lcviticu 
XX : 10, part of that Bib] which th 
J wi h ttl r trea ur d and brought to th 
land which i now the nit d tat • of 

m rica. THEED 
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with ... 

AVONITE 
SOLES 

AVON I TE is approved for the Official 
Girl Scout Shoe. It offer definite ad
vantages, an<l is ea ily identified by 
lhe sole marking 

AVON IT E is waterproof 
Jc can'ccurl or crack, stays 
firm and flat, keeps shoes 
in shape, and protects 
feet and shoe uppers from 
ground dampness. 

AVON ITE is flexible 
It is comfortable right 
from the scare, and oet:ds 
no breaking in. 

AVON ITE is non·slcidding 
and will nor mark 
floors. 
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is long wearing 
Growing girls usually 
outgrow shoes with 
.Avonire Soles before the 
soles are worn out.Adults 
usually find chat Avonite 
Soles wear as Jong as the 
shoe uppers. Resoling 
bills are practically elim
inated. 

AVONITE SOLES are 11olll adt:erti1td 
iu the American Girl. Be prepared for 
rpm1io11s about them - write for free 
A.1:011ite Sole booklet. 

------------------------, AVON SOLE CO. Dept. l I 
Avon, Massachusetts I 

' Pfea,e rend me __ Avonite 8oolclet,. I 

' Name ______________ I 
I 

Addreu ______________ I 

' I ------------------------~ 
AVON SOLE COMPANY 
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