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ADDRESS 

DELIVIBED BEFORE THE WORLD BROTHERHOOD 

IN BR USSEI.S, BELGIUM 

July 14, 1955 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Cleveland, Ohio, U. s. A. 

We do not speak much today of humanity. We speak of the interests of nations, 

classes, races, regional interes'tsand regional defenses of East and West. our 

international vocabulary is rich today in terms which suggest competitive segments 

of humanity and their strategies of conflict. It is rather poor in terms suggest

ing mankind and the basic unity of the human family. It is just this latter 

concept that our great religions have t~ie to s ess t~se many centuries. The 

- -, 

humbling thought for all religions today i s 

fulfilled their promise and their mission in th 

r alization that they have not 

orld. This is not to the discredit 
/ 

of the seers and prophets of these religions who proclaimed these eternal truths 

liithout which all that men achieve of the arts and the sciences soon turns into dust., 

but to the fact that in the main, we have been paying homage only with our lips to 

the truths which they proclaimed, and often we have permitted formalism and 

ecclesiasticism to quench their fire and have even made of specific religious 

affiliations occasions for bigotry and fanaticism, forgetting that the one uni

versal God does not require one universal church in which to be worshipped, but 

one universal devotion. 

It is good to have a great organization like the 11World Brotherhood" to alert 

us and to bring us back to the fundamental purpose of our great spiritual heritage, 

which is to create brotherhood in the world, and through human brotherhood Wlder 
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God, to build the good society for all men. This can be done. Our religions gave 

us the hope and confidence that it can be done. In spite of the great confusion 

of our days, I have great confidence in the future, provided men of faith do not 

abdicate. 

I believe that the age in Yrhich we live is a great age and that we are moving 

towards an even greater age. We are too near our times properly to appraise them. 

one requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts of our day to 

8Ce objectively the amazing new patterns of life which are emerging. 

Historic events, great in amplitude and consequence, are coming to pass in 

c F ' day. I am not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which science is con

tinually disclosing, the new insights into hen ture of matter and energy, the new 

sources of power and wealth, the new methods of- prpduction, distribution, trans

portation and canmunication. I am not referri t tne amazing progress in the medi

cal sciences vbich has so marked]¥ improved the health of the human race and in

creased the average length of life. 

In characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done 

in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the COlDL~on man, for the 

raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection 

against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than in any genera

tion, than any five generations in the past. Never were more determined efforts 

made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a better 

way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have 

risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, 
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freedom and self-determination. Within the last eight year s one-fourth of the 

earth•s population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people -

have obtained their political self-determination. Imperialism and colonialism 

are in their death-throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of 

a new day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rep idly drawing 

to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things, 

but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a 

radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution 

of man, a change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress 

,.j thout danger - but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age 

is approaching idyllic perfection, 0r that the ll~n·um is just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not v,h e w,e a re on the eve of the 

millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty 

and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of ~ople, regardless of race or 

color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples 

to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for 

peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major 

trends, our age has given welcome evidence of great determination at1d considerable 

progress. It is moving purposefully in the right direction - the abolition of 

war, the reduction of poverty, arxl the elimination of racial inequality. These 

are the three major trends of our century. 

In our day this forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn resistance 

of materialism, of Nazism, of Fascism, and as regards method, of Communist dicta

torship. These have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute 
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mankind•s wave of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised 

him larger freedoms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about 

a classless society. They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the 

onmoving tides of man's spirit, fathoms deep and irresistible, have now swept 

over the shattered ruins of some of these sinister aberrations and dark conspira

cies of the rebels against light - though they have not as yet entirely obliterated 

them. And the tides are now swirling around the bastions of the remaining dictator

ships of the earth. They will surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, win 

i r. the contest for man•s heart and man•s loyalties. Man has struggled through 

t~e long, weary centuries to free himself from the bondage of nature. He will not 

voluntarily and for long submit to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor ra

cialism nor statism nor militarism can or will c mmand the future of the human race. 

They represent the sunk wreckage of the pas hicn the storms of our day have 

dredged up again from the bottom of their buri ths and have set them afloat 

again dangerously upon the ship lanes of the world 7 
1t}r dear friends: I can best illustrate the objectives of 11World Brotherhood" 

# 

by using the symbols of bridges and walls. I have always been fascinated by bridges 

and walls. They have much to say. They are among the most inspiring symbols in 

the speech of mankind. 

Walls have their definite value and purpose in human life. They give us 

shelter, security, and privacy. They carve for us out of unlimited space which 

is too vast for us to dominate, a smaller area which we can subdue to our needs, 

and they enclose us in a manageable world which we can master. This gives us a 

sense of at-homeness and confidence which are good for us. Yal ls and fences often 

also serve a good purpose in defining beyond the peradventure of doubt what is 

ours and what is our neighbors. The poet Robert Frost put it: 11 Good fences make 
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good neighbors." To the building of such walls for protection, privacy and 

ownership, there can be no objection. They are part of the necessary routine of 

civilized life. 

But there are other walls which men erect which serve no such good purpose, 

but on the contrary, are harmful to the best interests of society. 

Prejudice, intolerance, race and group hatreds are tragic walls which men 

build around themselves, and our age has unfortunately witnessed the erection of 

many such forbidding walls. Hhenever there is unhappiness, discontent or unrest 

a111ong men, racial and religious bigots swarm out of their dark holes, sweep over 

the land and sow the dragon seed of suspicion and hate. 

Sometimes even good and respectable citizens build walls around themselves 

which are effective blocks to mutual understanding and good will. They build walls 

of social exclusiveness and snobbery. The,[ seimegate themselves in some illusory 
~,~~ 

eminence and hug to their bosoms the delusio~ t t hey are somehow better than 
,I. 

the common run of humanity. In the sight of G there are no blue bloods and no 

first families, no Brahmins and no untouchables - only children of the dust who, 

in their brief careers on earth, may find a measure of happiness in life by help

ing one another in goodness and love. 

Our world is divided today by political walls and iron curtains. There are 

those who 1,·1ould build these nal ls still higher, who resent those who suggest w~s 

for razing these walls and leveling them off. In every age there have been the 

wall-building doctrinaires, the exponents of the irreconcilable. Either I or 

you survivel No middle road - no meeting ground - no compromise, This, of course, 

is the fateful road to war, and wars only serve to erect new ,,alls on the ruined 

foundations of the old. 

There are nations which put their trust and security in strong walls, in 
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impregnable ?,/ aginot lines, in Chinese walls. But they all crumble sooner or later. 

"The Lord God ha.th a day upon every lofty tower and upon every fortified wall." 

A nation must not put its sole trust in armament, even as formidable as atomic 

bombs. The very strength of a nation often brings about its downfall. It becomes 

over-confident, over-bearing, precipitate; it drains its strength in numerous 

mi l itary adventures; its domestic economy breaks down and unrest and revolution 

f i nally weaken it and prepare it for ultimate defeat on the battlefield. 

A nation should put its trust in the strength of its moral and intellectual 

life , the justice and fairness of its laws and institutions, the well-being and 

contentment of its citizens, the moral training of its youth, and the stability 

of its homes. 

Our religions urged men to be builders of idges rather than of v:alls. Li.~e 

abounds in numerous tragic chasms and gulf ch separate men, in deep rivers and 

their ~mift, dark currents. Hen must learn t "lci 'bridges across them and they 

are more difficult to build than walls. Charit.y , compassion, sympathy, magnaminity, 

great mindedness are such bridges. So is friendshipj so is tolerance; so is brother

hood. 11 Love thy neighbor as thyself" is perhaps the noblest and most enduring 

of all bridges ever devised. "Vfith malice towards none, with charity for all," 

is another bridge which an immortal American built across a river of blood and a 

civil war. 

Every earnest effort at international understanding and cooperation is a bridge 

leading to the Kingdom of God, to the good society. The League of Nations was such 

a bridge. It collapsed. Bridges often collapse and must be rebuilt. The United 

Nations is such a bridge. It is in danger of collapse, We must see to it that it 

does not collapse. War is never a bridge. At best it is a Bridge of Sighs leading 

men from doom to death. 

The whole magnificent ethical message of our great historic faiths may be 

summed up in the symbol of ialls and bridges 



ADffiESS 

DILJER IN HOHOR OF BEl,i JiL.IN F. FAIRLES0 

HATIONAL COI'JF:.r1: .NCE OF CHRISTIAi iS AND J11,S 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Waldorf-Astoria 

April 4, 1955 

Dear Friends: I am honored to be here today and to have the opportunity 

to pay tribute to ·-.. r. Fairless and to share ·,i th you some thoughts relative 

to the purposes which the National Conference of Christians and Jews has been 

serving so devotedly these twenty-five years. I have not had the opportunity 

of meeting ·, .r. fairless personally until this evening, but I have, of course, 

known of him and of his work for many years, as have 11tillions of others of 

our fe llov, citizens. The outpouring of ,i1en a 

tribute to a man of character, integrity, a d 

his evening is a proper 

has used his fine 

creative talents not only to achieve great personal success and eminence in 

the field of industry, but to share the gifts ·1hich are his of' heart ana mind 

·with other men. 

The Jational Conference of Christians and Jews has been dedicated to the 

cultivation of better understanding and opportunities for cooperation between 

the great religions of humanity. 

-re do not speak much today of humanity. ,Je speak of the interests of na

tions, classes, races, regional interests and re 0ional defenses of East and 

West. our international vocabulary is rich today in terms which suggest 

competitive segments of humanity and their strate5ies of conflict. It is rather 

poor in tenns suggesting mankind and the basic unity of the human family. It 

is just this latter concept that our great religions have tried to stress these 

many centuries. The humbling thought for all religions today is the sad 
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realization that they have not fulfilled their promise and their mission in 

the 1.mr ld. This is not to the discredit of the seers and pro )hets of these 

reli gions 7ho proclaimed these eternal truths vlithout ·which all that men achieve 

of the arts and the sciences soon turns into dust, but to the fact that in the 

main, 1•1e have been paying homage only with our lips to the truths VThich they 

proclaimed, and often we have permitted formalism and ecclesiasticism to quench 

their fire and have even made of specific religious affiliations occasions for 

bigotry and fanaticism, forgetting that the one universal God does not require 

one universal church in which to be worshipped, but one universal devotion. 

It is good to have a f:,reat organization like the }ational Conference of 

Christians and Jews to alert us and to bring us back to the fundamental purpose 

of our 6Teat religions, which is to creat brothe oo - in the world, and through 

human brotherhood under God, to build the for all men. This can 

be done . our religions gave us the hope and confi de!),Ce that it can be done. 

In spite of the great confusion of our days , I have great confidence in the 

future, provided men of faith do not abdicate. 

I believe that the age in v1hich we live is a great age and that ue are 

moving tovmrds an even greater age . I believe that our present age is one of 

the greatest in human history. ,ea.re too near our times properly to appraise 

them. One requires dist;nce in order to see ;reat objects in their proper 

perspective . e ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts 

of our day to see objectively the amazing ne1 pattern of life which is emerging. 

!1:any people are quick to describe our age as materialistic, as lack:ing in 

idealism, in aim and purpose, an age of breakdovm and disintegration. 

There are very fev1 people ·1ho see this age of ours as a great age. I am 

persuaded that it is a truly great age . :·istoric events, great in amplitude 

and consequence, are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment 
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of the ne•:: worlds ·rhich science is continually disclosing, the nei.·, insights 

into the nature of matter and energy, the ne I sources of power and ·.1ealth , the 

nen methoo.s of production, distribution, transportation and com.1mnication. I 

am not referrin -:_· to the amazinr:; progress in the medical sciences v1hich has so 

warkedly improved the health of the human race and increased the average length 

of life, nor to the marvels of engineering and the miracles of construction. 

In characterizing our age as great , I am thinkinL in terms of social 

pro~ress and ·welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. 1.ore is 

being done in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the common man, 

for the raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for 

his protection against the disabilities of sickness , unemployment and old age, 

than in any generation, than any five ge 

determined efforts made to bring about a 

produced and a better ·way of life for all. 

t e past. Never were more 

r·ng of the wealth that is 

ever have the submerged races and eo')les of the earth risen as they 

have risen in our clay to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure 

achieved, freedom and self-determination. Within the last eight years one

fourth of the earth 1s population - more than five hundred 11illion non-self

governing people - have obtained their political freedom. Imperialism and 

colonialism are in their death-throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward 

into the li ·ht of a nev day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth 

is rapidly clrav,ing to a close. 

·what we are 1i tnessing in our day, if i::e ha· e eyes not only to see things, 

but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a 

radical nev: reintegration of humanity, a profoun, chanf,e in the social evolution 

of man, a change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no pro~ress 

without dan ~er - but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 
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I do not ·:ish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age 

i s approaching i dyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the 

corner. 

The important thin3 to consider is not v1hethet' v:e are on t he eve of the 

millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of 

t he hoped-for good society, or away from it. rs our a ge trying to eradicate 

poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless 

of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations 

of peoples to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize 

the vrnrld for peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all 

these major trends, our age has given welcome evidence of great determination 

and considerable progress. It is moving puipose£ ly in the right direction -

the abolition of war, the reduction of pover •1 t he eliminati on of racial 

inequality. These are the three major trends o our century, and they are the .. 
major t rends both in the East and the -.;est, in the Communist as 1 ell as in the 

non-Communi st uorld. What is tearing these worlds apart is a difference not 

of ideology or objective, but of method. 

Ours is a great age, and I believe that i e are entering into an even 

greater age. The wave of the future, the true direction of man 1 s pilgrimage 

and destiny may be, from time to time, tluvarted and opposed, danmed up, as 

it were, and obstructed, dravm off and retarded, but it cannot be permanently 

estopped. 

In our day this forv1ard thrust of man has encountered the stubborn and 

insolent resistance of materialism, of Nazism, of Fascism, and as regards method, 

of Communist dictatorship. These have violently resisted the spiritual aspira

tions v1hich constitute mankind I s wave of the future. They put shackles on man, 

even , hen they promised him larger freedoms. They divided and stratified men, 
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even Yvhen they prated about a classless society. They fomented v1ar even nhen 

they preached peace. Eut the onmoving tides of man•s spirit, fathoms deep and 

irresistible, have nov, svrnpt over the shattered ruins of some of these sinister 

aberrations and dark conspiracies of the rebels against light - thou r_h they 

have not as yet entirely obliterated them. And the tide~ are nol swirling 

around the bastions of the remaining dictatorships of the earth. They will 

surely succumb. They cannot, in the long run, win in the contest for man•s 

heart and man 1 s loyalties. ~:an has struggled through the long, veary centuries 

to free himself from the bondage of nature. He will not voluntarily and for 

long submit to the bondaGe of man . Neither dictatorship nor racialism nor 

statism nor militarisD can or ·will command the future of the hwnan race. They 

represent the sunk ·wreckage of the past which the storms of our day have dredged 

up again from the bottom of their buried dept 

dangerously upon the ship lanes of the 1orl 

set them afloat again 

1/ The coming age ·:.rill be a great age for Ai1em ca . The next hundred years 

at least seem likely to be knov,n, I believe , as the 11Ainerican Century," in the 

same sense as the 19th century was 11 The Century of Great Britain." Destiny 

has singled out our beloved country, the foremost derilocracy on earth, to give 

Je adership to the ·world and to lead mankind out of the grave ~o<?ial, political 

and economic predicament in which it finds itself. I believe that American 

leadership will prove itself equal to the challenge, if it v1ill take counsel of 

faith and not of fear, and if it ·will be guided by the -prophetic insi ghts and 

the 1iiide perspectives of the Founding Fathers of this aepublic . 

I believe that our age will find the formula of toleration which will enable 

the ;nany evolving and the fluid forms of capitalism and socialism to work out 

their destinies in the one world in which we live. They may be irreconcilable 

in theory; they need not be in practice. 

America v,rill lead in finding the ·way. The ,;:ay is not that of a global 
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armament race which \. •ill i i poverish the peo·,les of the earth - ourselves 

i ncluded - and end as such races always end - in the catastrophe of ·uar. The 

vray is rather that of conference, of coura5-eous diplomacy, of i:,ivi.n1~ urgent 

1:adership in the United Nations to a program of speedy and balanced reduction 

of armament and the extension of help to the backward peoples of the earth. 

To this kind of leadership the world will respond; a leadership v1hich does 

not wait on the occasion but makes it, which is prepared to take calcu:.:.ted risks 

for peace, y,rhl.ch is eager for negotiatimJ and conference to settle all issues 

which endanger the peace of the world; a leadership which exerts sincere and 

unremitting pressure for limitation of armaments and the liling of the crushing 

military burdens from the backs of the peoples of the earth; a leadership which 

aggressively plans for world-"'u. :le cooperati n nd guide the backv,ard 

and impoverished peoples to higher levels o -ric tu al and industrial devel

opment, of well-beinb, health and education; a L) l de.r>-ship v1hich seeks the libera

tion of all dominated , colonial peoples and extends friendly help to them in 

adjusting themselves to their ne ·1 way of life. This kind of leadership, 1i1hich 

is not dictation, v,hich is not imposed by our nealth and power, which is not 

enmeshed and hampered by co1Tu1itments to the imperial interests of colonial 

empires and which flows naturally from the head-waters of our great liberal 

traditions and history , is sure to re-kindle the hopes of the vmrld. 

I believe that the American people will earnestly strive to be worthy of 

the challenge and opportunities of the American Century. 

In carrying out this mandate of leadership, the American people will be 

confronted with many grave problems, and their solution is not at all clear. 

Nobody has all the answers. Because the solutions are not clear and the right 

way has not yet been found, it is imoortant noH more than ever to allow full 

and free discussion of all issues on the part of our citizens and scrupulously 
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to safeguard the tried and tested procedures of a free democratic society. 

:e may differ as to their proper solution, and it is within the American tradi

tion for our citizens to express their differences. In a free society a man 

must be prepared to do his ovm thinking. He must not be afr aid to express a 

contrary opinion if it is an honest and a responsible opinion and motivated 

by love of country. It is the moral duty of a free citizen to call attention 

v,henever he feels that the policies pursued by the majority are wrong and to 

advocate what he regards to be the riJht and not to be deterred by cr-:.ticism, 

abuse, or intimidation. Else by silence or indifference or calculated prudence 

the wrong 1:,ill be confirmed and the evil will be perpetuated. All tyrants ani 

dictators, big or little, depend for their ultimate success upon the timidity, 

the submissiveness , or the penchant for con orm y n he part of most people. 

It is the moral duty also of the free 1 o efend the intellectual 

freedom, the independence of ju~. g.nent, and t he ~r· ht of eJq:>ression of other ,, 

people. The forces of la,, should, of course, be invoked against those who by 

force would destroy our democracy . But the lav, should be clear and specific; 

the term 11 Cormnunism11 should be clearly defined and established i n lavr, and 

the laudable traditions of American court procedures which safeguard the basic 

rights of every accused should be employed in the process. 

In fighting Communism we must make doubly sure that we are fighting 

Comr.mnist s , not others ,'!hose views we do not happen to like . It is so easy to 

permit our prejudices and our dislike for the unlike to run av,ay v,ith us. It 

is so easy to brand and to excommunicate a man vrho doe s not happen at the moment 

to a~ce -V ! i th a policy which is favored by the Government or by the majority 

of the people, but 1•1hose disagreement may be grounded in a profound patriotic 

dev0tion and loyalty to our country . fl must ask ourselves what it is that we 

v1ant to suppress and ·,hy we want to suppress it and ·,hether the suppression 

Tiill ultimately serve the best interests of our free and democratic America . 
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And in our zeal to fight Communists, VTe must not forget to fi ght also 

Fascists, and there are plenty of them in our midst though they go by different 

and less revealing names - sometimes they arrogate to themselves a monopoly of 

American patriotism - and they are as dangerous to American democracy as are 

the Communists. The Nazi Fascists in Germany rode into power on the pretext 

of fighting Communism, and proceeded to destroy the German republic; and in so 

doing they established one of the most vicious and contemptible, and to their 

own people most disastrous, dictatorships in history . 

In the days to come, there will be many political adventurers and un

scrupulous demagogues V!ho may wish to ride into power, like Hitler did on 

the issue of 11 fightin s Communism . 11 They dll stop at nothing. They will not 

limit themselves to routing out Communists from gt2vernrnent; they will vrish to 

route out everybody v1hom they do not like fro ou e Uyational system, from 

our universities and colleges, from our church~sf from the press. These people 

will rally around themselves, as Hitler did , all the reactionaries, all the 

enemies of social liberalism in this country, and ultimately they will e.xploit 

racial and religious animosities to serve their political ends. Let us learn 

from history. The time to speak out against all this is now. 

Unless we are on guard, Americans will soon be free to express only approved 

views and accredited opinions, that is to say viev,s that are a ppr.oved by the 

majority and opinions ·which an organized vociferous minority will permit them 

to entertain. 

1tY dear friends: 

They have much to say. 

and thought of mankind. 

I have always been fascinated by bridges and walls. 

They are among the most inspiring symbols in the speech 

Halls have their definite value and purpose in human life. They give us 

shelter, security and privacy. They carve for us out oi unlimited space which 
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is too vast for us to dominate, a smaller area 1hich v,e can subdue to our 

needs, and they enclose us in a manageable ·.rorld which '::e can master. This 

gives us a sense of at-homeness and confidence vrhich are good for us. Ylalls 

and fences often also serve a good purpose in defining beyond the peradventure 

of doubt v1hat is ours and what is our neighbors. The poet Robert Frost put 

it: 11 Good fences make good neighbors. 11 To the builciing of such ·walls for 

protection, privacy and ownership, there can be no objection. They are part 

of the necessary routine of civilized life . 

But there are other v alls Khich men erect which serve no such good 

purpose, but on the contrary, are harmful to the best interests of society. 

Prejudice, intolerance, race and groµp hatreds are tragic vtalls which men 

build around themselves, and our age ms 

of many such forbidding v1alls. '{he never 

or unrest among men, racial and religious bi6 

'Ii tne ssed the erection 

ppiness, discontent 

~ ,arm out of their dark holes, 
~"lo/ 

sweep over the land and soi, the dragon seed of suspicion and hate . 

Sometimes even good and respectable citizens build walls around themselves 

r1hich are effective blocks to mutual unders tandinc and good v,ill . They build 

walls of social exclusiveness and snobbery . They segregate themselves in• some 

illusory eminence and hub to their bosoms the delusion that they are somehow 

better than the common run of hurnani ty . In the si~_ht of God there are no 

blue bloods and no first families, no Erahmins and no untouchables - only 

children of the dust Yho, in their brief careers on earth, may find a measure 

of happiness in life by helping one another in goodness and love . 

Our world is divided today by political v1alls and iron curtains. There 

are those who would build these walls still higher , ·.1ho resent those who suggest 

ways for razing these walls and leveling them off. In every age there have been 

the wall- building doctrinaires, the exponents of the irreconcilable . Either I 
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or you survivel No middle road - no meeting ground - no compromisel This, 

of course, is the fateful road to war, and wars only serve to erect new valls 

on the ruined foundations of the old. 

There are nations Yihich put their trust and security in strong walls, in 

impregnable l~ginot lines, in Chinese walls. But they all crumble sooner or 

later. "The Lord God hath a day upon every lofty tower and upon every forti

fied wall. 11 A nation must not put its sole trust in armament, even as for

midable as atomic bombs . The very s trength of a nation often brings about its 

downfall. It becomes over-confident, over-bearing, precipitate; it drains 

its strength i n numerous military adventures; its domestic economy breaks down 

and unrest and revolution finally weaken it and prepare it for ultimate defeat 

on the battlefield. 
' 

A nation should put its trust in the s~TT"I 

life, the justice and fairness of its 

·ts moral and intellectual 

i stitutions, the well-being 
~ 

and contentment of its citizens, the ~oral training of its youth, and the sta

bility of its homes. 

Our religions urged men to be builders of brid~es rather than of walls. 

Life abounds in numerous tragic chasms and gulfs ~hi ch separate men, in deep 

rivers and their swift, dark currents. Men must learn to build bridges across 

them and they are more dif ficult to build than v,a11s. Charity, compassion, sym

pathy, ma gnanimity, great mindedness are such bridces. So is friendship; so 

is tolerance; so is brotherhood. "Love thy neighbor as thyself" is perhaps 

the noblest and most enduring of all bridges ever devised. 11With malice tovmrds 

none, v,ith charity for all, 11 is another bridt::e ._. hich an immortal American built 

across a river of blood and a civil nar. 

Every earnest effort at internc; tional understanding and cooperation is a 

bridge leading to the Kingdom of God, to the good society. The League of Nations 



• 
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1as such a bridge . It collapsed . Bridges often collapse and must be rebuilt. 

The United Nations is such a bridge . It is in danger of collapse . We must 

see to it that it does not collapse . War is never a bridge . At best it is a 

Bridge of Sighs leading men from doom to death . 

The whol e magnificent ethical message of our great historic faiths 

may be summed up in the symbol of walls and bridges . 

WRHS 
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If "General" Jacob Coxe had n t led his econd 

march on Washington in the summer of 1914, the steel 

industry might not have heard of Benjamin F. Fairies 

who today is Chairman of the Board and Chief Execu

tive Officer of United tales teel Corporation. 

Fre h out of Ohio orthern niver ity with a civil 

engineering degree, Fairless wa calculating tre , es and 

strain for the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad when 

he heard that Coxey's follower were mobilizing at 

nearby Ma sillon, Ohio. It seemed like a good idea to 

go over and see what was going on. As the train pulled 

into Massillon, he noticed an odd ort of building going 

up on a field cri s-crossed by railway spurs and wagon 

tracks. The conductor told him it , as a steel plant. 

"I immediately lost interest in Coxey and hi army," 

Fairless recalls. "As soon as the train stopped, I headed 

for the superintendent's shack. I wa under ized and 

skinny in those days and the burly ix-foot con truc

tion boss did not seem impressed when I told him I 

wanted to help him build the plant. He took my name 

and address, though, and promised to get in touch with 

me within a week." 

However, ten days pas~ed without word, o Fairle 

hu tled back to Massillon. He wa enthu iastically 

gr eted by the construction ho s who explained he had 

lo t the addre s. Two day later Fairl s embarked on 

a career which was to see him ri e to the leader hip of 

America's largest steel corporation. 

Fairless was born Benjamin Franklin William in the 

little Ohio mining community of Pigeon Hun. Hi 

mother was injured in a runaway accident when h~ wa 

two, and he , a sent to live with an aunt and uncle, 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Fairle s who later legall adopted 

him. From that time on, he had two familie and two 

homes. As a youngster, Fairle ne er thought he would 

be a business executive. He wa chiefl. concerned with 

how to make a living. His father, who wa a miner from 

the time he wa twelve until he left the pit to become 

a teelworker, often told him that ·nobod get any

thing out of life uni he i willing to work hard and 

long for it." 

Young Ben Fairle started elJing paper at the ag" 

of five. Each afternoon, he m t the train and grabbed 

hi bundle of the Cleveland Penn Pre . The paper 

co t him half a cent apiece, and he sold them for a 

penny. He look back on that fir t job a the be t bu i

he wa e er in- no o erhead and no taxe , and he 

netted 50 per cent of the gross. All he lacked wa 

volume! 

When he wa fifteen, Fairle wa appointed janitor 

of the school in which he, a enrolled. For three year , 

he washed blackboards, wiped floors, emptied wa te 

baskets, stoked the furnace and dumped the a he . Iii 

pay was 65 a year. In addition, he captained the ha -

ball team and got good marks in his studie . During 

ummer vacation, he worked on hi uncle' farm and 

in the car hops of the Wheeling and Lake Erie. 

One summer, Fairless was a urveyor's helper on the 

railroad. This fired him with ambition to become a 

civil engineer, but he had no money for college. How

ever, he earned it in two years by teaching in a one

room coun ry grade school. He had eighteen pupils

ar Qld r than himself. At Ohio orthern ni

for his board by serving as teward 

entered the teel industry, hi re pon i

bis company, Central teel, grew. 

Merged with nited Alloy in 1926, the new company 

combined with several others in 1930 to form Republic 

teel Corporation, and Fairl ss was made Executive 

Vice Presid nt. Five year later, he became Pr ident 

of Carnegie-Illinoi teel Corporation, the then larg ::-t 

operating uh idiary of nited tales teel. In 1938, 

he was elected Pre ident of United tale teel Corpora

tion, becoming its Board Chairman and Chief Executive 

Officer in 1952 a year aft r ground had been broken 

on the bank of the Delaware River for the mo t modern 

teel mill in the world which i named in hi honor. 

Over the y ar Fairle has had a recipe for ucc 

ful achie ement. To hi wa of thinking there are four 

essential ingredi n : ( 1) Choose a career you love 

(2) Give it the b t th re is in you (3) eize your 

opportuniti 4) Be a member of the team. 

Alway intere led in ci ic affair , Mr. Fairle i a 

trustee of Carnegie Institute Carnegie In titute of Tech

nology, College of Woo ter Thoma Alva Edi on 

Foundation, The ational Foundation of lnfantil 

Paraly is, The ational afety Council and Ohio 

orthern Univer ity. 
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The ational Conference of Christian • and Jews i dedicated to the de

velopment and the teaching of tho e techniques in human relation that will 

ensure peaceful, cooperative Jiving in America. 

It is supported entirely by voluntary contribution and operates a network 

of 60 office covering the United State and r aching into 3,000 communitie . 

It i devoted entirely to the field of human relations and take no part 

whatsoever in political matter either in the United States or abroad. 

It originated "World Brotherhood", an organization now operating in 14 

countrie oversea including a chain of ffice in Occupied Germany. 

It organize 'round ta le · throughout the ounlry that Prote tant , 

Catholic and Je, may meet lo di cu s and l e trol.Hem of common 

concern and thereby cry tallize firmer rela io ) 

It conduct workshop , here tudent of all r e nd creed learn the 

cience of creating better understanding aad tronger cooperation. 

It conduct teacher training work hop where teacher of public chools 

are taught the techniques of education in human relations. 

It originated the "Springfield Plan" whereby chool children are taught 

to re pect each other's differences. Thi · plan i now operating in many citie. 

in the United States. 

It develops and in ome in ·Lance • finance • department · of human relation 

in leading univer itie . 

It has a program of human relation in indu try which ha proved effective 

in relieving many of the ten ion found in large plants employing great 

numbers of workers. 

The ational Conference of Chri tian and Jew • i • governed by a board of 

director repre enling all geographic, religiou , economic and ocial group . 

EVERETT R. Cu ca Y 

Presulent 
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R BBi ABB HILL L SIL R 

D E R Friends : l am honored to b here toda} 
and to ha e the opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. 
Benjamin F. Fairle and to hare with you some 
thought relative to the purpo e which the a
tional nference f hri tian and Jew ha been 
,er ing o de otedly the e twenty- even year , a 
have millions of others of our fellow citizen . 
The outpouring of men and women thi e ening 
i a proper tribute to a man of character and 
humanity who ha used hi fine talent and en
dowment not only to a hie e p r 'Onal ucce s 
and eminence in hi cho en field of indu try, but 
who ha , hared the rich gift of heart and mind 
with other men. We all admire ucce , but we 
become indebted to it when it make it elf mani
f t in the field of human relation , when it c n
tributes to the building of the good ociety. Mr. 
Fairless ha ' helped to bu"Jd th ood ociety. 

The atioJJ-al o.nfere • hri tian and 
J w ha be~ dedj(:atied cultivation ot 
better under tanchng a d opportunitie for o
operation between the great religion of humanit . 

We do not peak much today of humanity. 
We . peak of nations, clru e , race , regional in
tere b and regional defen e , of a t and We t. 
Our international o abulary i rich in term 
which sugge t competiti e egment of humanity 
and their strategie of conflict. It i rather poor 
today in term uggc ting mankind a uch and 
the ba ic unity of the human family. It i ju t 
this latter concept which our great religion have 
tried to tre the e many centurie . he humbling 
thought for all our religion today i the ad 
realization that they ha e not fulfilled in thi re
gard their promi e and their mi ion in the world . 
Thi is not to their discredit or to that of their 
eer and prophet who pro laimed the eternal 

truth, without which all that men achieve o n 

4 



turn into du t. It i due to the fa t that mo'>l 

men pay homage v ith their lip nl y to the truth 

which they pro !aimed, and e en ma~e of their 

pecifi religiou affiliation a<,i n f r bigotr 

and fanatici m. They fail to under-,tand that the 

one univer al d doe not require ne uni er al 

church in which to be wor hipped, but one uni

ver al de otion . 

lt i good to ha a great rganization li~e the 

ational nference of hri tian. and Jew to 

alert u often, and bring u • bad. to one of the 

fundamental purpo e of our great religion<;, which 

i • to create human brotherho d in the , orld, and 

through brotherhood und r G d, t build the 

good . ociet . That thi can be done ur religion<; 

have given u the confidence t believe. d< y ill 

come, we ha e been as ured. when nation ill 

not lift up word agaimt nation n r learn war an 

more. A day will come when men will not hurt 

nor de troy in c/.ll ¥;y H l ~ untain and the 

earth will be full of he k 1 of od a the 

water ' cover the- a .._ Ht~man ~ will find their 

fruition and the noble 1deab of men \i ill be vin 

dicated. In pile of the great turm ii and onfu -

ion of our da I belie e that ur age i-, moving 

toward that con ummation . 

l belie e that the age in whi h we Ii e 1. a 

great age and that we are m ing t ard , n en 

greater age. I believe that our pre. ent age i one 

of the grcate t in human history. We are too near 

our time properly to appraise them. One requires 

di lance in order to ee great obje l. in their 

proper per pcctive. We our!.elve-. are too much 

involved in the groping and conflict of our day 

to ee objectively the amazing new pattern of 

life which are emerging. 

Many people are quick to de cribe our age a., 

materiali tic, a lacking in ideali m, in aim and 

purpo<:e, as an age of breakdown and di inte

gration. 
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·1 here are ver few people wh e aluate prop
erl} the hi..,loric e ent..,, -,o great in amplitude and 
comequence, which are tak.ing place all about u ... . 
I am not thinking at the moment o( the nc\\. 
,,orkh which cien e is ontinually di clo ing, the 
new in'>ight into the nature of matter and energ . 
the nev. <,ources of power and wealth, the nC\\ 
method, f pr duction, di tribution, tran porta
tion and c mmunication. J am not referring to the 
amazing progress in the medical s ience<, which 
ha'> o markedly improved the health of the human 
race and increased the average length of life, 
nor to the mar eb of engineering and the miracle-.. 
of comtruction. 

In characterizing our age a~ great. I am thinking 
in term<, of \Ocial progre,;s and welfare, in term 
of human advancement and civilization. More i, 
heing done in our da for the impro ement of the 
conditi m, of the common man, for the rai~ing 
of his <,tandard of living hi · heal h. hL education, 
and f r hi'> pr tecti n g ·m e disabilitie., ol 
-,i kne. -,, unempl y.ment an d age, than in any 
generation. than fi)'-- five gen in the pa t. 

e er were more determined effort made lo 
hring about a fairer sharing of lh wealth that i, 
pr duced and a better wa o( life for all. Thi" 
i'> religion. 

e er have the submerged races and people 
of the earth ri en as tht: ha risen in our day 
to demand and to achieve, a · they ha e to a 
large measure achieved, freedom and elf-deter
mination. Within the last ten year one-fourth 
of the earth\ population-more than five hundred 
million non- elf-governing people-have obtained 
their political . elf-determination. lmperiali<,m and 
c lonialism are in their death-throe . Backward 
people are pres. ing forward into the light of a 
new da . and the e ploitation of the dark ra e 
of the earth rapidl drawing to a clm.e. Thi 
i, religion. 
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What \\C arc "itnc,-.ing in ou, da}. if \\-C ha"c 
eye, n t 011I} lo -.cc thing-.. but to cc into the 
heart of thing-.. i, not ,ocial di'ilntcgration, hut a 
radical nc"' reintegration of humanit}, a pro
found change in the -,o · ial c,olution of man . a 
change not free. of cour-,e, from danger-, for there 
" no progrc,., without !anger hut one of ho11nd-
1c,., and immea urahl' potentialitie,. 

do n lt ,, i-,h to o"erdra,\- the picture. l am 
not -.ugge,ting that our age i, rapid!} approaching 
perfecti n. or that the millcnium " jLM aroun<l 
the corner. 

The important thing to ·on-,idcr i not \\-hcthe1 
\\-C arc on the eve of the millcnium hut whethc1 
the maj r trend, of our age arc in the direction 
of the h pc<l-f r good ocicty. or a,..._, from it. 
h our age tr ing to radicate po ert and illiteracy 
and to rai c th ,tandard of Ii ing of people, rc
gar<lle.,., f race or olor or ere~ I'! h it tr ing to 
,ati,f the lcgitimat a!'>plr, ti n f people-, to 
national freedom unJ il'tdcp rt • c '? h it tr ing 
to organi7c the world or pearc and for interna
tional coopcrati n'? I belie c that in all thc,e major 
trend-., ur age ha-, gi en welcome ' i<len of 
gr at determination and con,idcrabl progre,., . 
It ;., mo ing purpo cfull} in the right direction 
the ab liti n of , ar, the redu ·tion of po ert}, 
and the elimination f racial incqualit . 1 he-.c 
ar the three major trend, of our cntur} . What 
i-. tearing our world apart i-, a difference n l in 
objecti e, but in meth d. 

Our., i-, a great age, and I belie c that we a,· 
entering into an e en greater age. Th f the 
future , lh' true dire tion of man' pilgrimag 
and de<,lin ma be, from time t time, thwarted 
and pp ed, drawn ff and retarded, but it cann l 

he permanent) topped. 

In ur da thi fon ard thru-,t f man ha-, en
countered the "ltubborn and in-.olent re,i-.tancc 
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of azi F ci t and ommuni t dictator hip. 
The e have violently re i led the piritual aspira
tion which con titute mankind' wave of the 
future. They put hackle on man, even when 
they promi ed him larger freedom . They divided 
and tratified men, even when they prated about 
a cla le ociety. They fomented war even when 
the preached peace. But the onmo ing tide of 
man' pirit fathom deep and irre i tible ha e 
now \: ept over the ruin of ome of the e ini ter 
aberration and dark con piracie , though they 
have not a yet entirely obliterated them. And 
the tide :ire now wirling around the bastion 
of the remaining dictator hip of the earth. They 
will urely uccumb. They cannot, in the long run 
win in the conte t for man' heart and man' 
loyaltie . Man has truggled through the long, 

eary centurie to free him elf from the bondage 
of nature. He will not voluntarily and for long 
ubmit to the bondage of either dictator-

·hip nor raciali m nor la '· r militari m can 
or will command, 'th futur the human race. 
They repre ent the unk wte kage of the past 
which the torm of our day have dredged up 
again from the bottom of their buried depth and 
ha e et them afloat again dangerou ly upon the 
hip lane of the world. They are the enemie 

of our religion. 

The coming age will be a great age for merica. 
De tiny ha ingled out our beloved country, the 
foremo t democracy on earth, to give leader hip 
lo the world and to lead mankind out of the 
grave ocial, political and economic predicaments 
in which it find itself. I believe that American 
leader hip will prove i elf to the challenge if it 
will take coun el of faith and not of fear, and if 
it wiJI be guided by the prophetic in ights and the 
wide per pective of the Founding Father of thi 
Republic, who found them in the Book acred to 
all of u - the Bible. 
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l belie that ur age \>,,ill find the formula ol 
toleration whi h \! ill enable the man e ol ing 
and the fluid forms of capitali,m and iaJism 
t work out their de. tinie in the one world in 
which we Ii e. The ma be irrc oncilablc in 
theory; they need n L be in pra ticc. ur rcligioll', 
dogma were deemed irre ncilable in the pa,t 
and frequently led to religiou<, , arfare, but a wa~ 
of toleration wa. ultimatel f und and a way of 
cooperation. merica ill lead in finding the wa} 
for merica i not . elf- eeking nor bent up n 
e ploitation and aggrandizement. hen mi take!> 
are made by our people the are o( the mind not 
of the heart. In time our country will learn to 
give mankind the kind of leader hip t whi h it 
will gladly re pond, a leader hip whi h i. prepared 
t take cal ulated ri k for peace, which i eager 
for negotiation and c nference t ,cttlc all i uc<, 
which endanger the peace of the world, which 
e ert unremitting prev~ure r limitation ol 
armaments and th l"ftii'lg t>f t 
burden ; a leader, hip which , plan-, 
for world-wid opn~l n to Jp the b k ward 
people of the earth to higher le cl o( ocial and 
economic progre , which fa on, the liberation of 
all colonial people and e tend., friend! help to 
them in adju ting them. el e to their new \ ay of 
life. Thi kind of leadership which i not dictation, 
which i not impo ed by our wealth and power, 
hut one which flow dire tly and natural) from 
the head-water of our great liberal tradition and 
hi tor i. ur to in pire tru t and rekindle the 
hope of the world. 

ln carrying out tbi mandate of I ader hip 
our people will be confronted with man gra c 
problem , who e olution i. not at all clear. Be
cau e the olution are not clear and the right 
way i not alway known, it i important not to 
interfere with the full and free dj cu ion of all 
i '>UC on the part of our citizen and <,crupulou<,ly 
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to -.afcguard the tried and le.,ted procedure., of 

our free democratic .,ociel . ll is within the 

merican tradition for our citizen., lo e pre~-. 

their differences. In a free society a man mw,t be 

prepared to do hi. own independent thinl-.ing. It 

i'> the moral duly of a free citizen lo call atten

tion \ hene er he feel that the policie-. pur~ued 

h the majority are wrong and lo ad ocate what 

he regard-. to be the right, and not to be deterred 

by critici-.m, abu<,c, or intimidation. El ·c b -.i

l~nc.:! or indifference or calculated prudence the 

wrong will be confirmed and the evil will be per

petuated. II t rant. and dictator depend for their 

ultimate succc'> upon the timidity, the submis i e

nc s. or the penchant for conformity on the part of 

mot people. 

It is the moral dut of the free citizen to defend 

the intellectual freedom. the independence of 

judgment, and the right of e pres ion of other 

citizen . The f rce Qf la h u d, of course, be 
r e would de. troy 

our demo rac: , ti e con · ir:1tor again t our 

libertie~ should be ferr ted out and puni hed by 

law. But the law should be clear and pecific; and 

the laudable tradition of merican court pro

cedure. which afe-guard the basic right of ever 

a cu ed should b 'iCrupulously mplo ed in the 

proce . 

Jn fighting ubversion we mu ·t make doubl 

ure that we are fighting ubver ion, not ju t un

popular view . It i a great temptation to make our 

dislike for the unlike ynonymou with patrioti. m 

and to brand and e communicate every di senter 

who ·e di agreement may be grounded in a pro

found patriotic devotion and loyalty to our country. 

W mu t a k our elve what it i that we want to 

uppre and why we want to uppres it and 

whether the uppre ion will ultimate! erve the 

be t intere t of free and democratic merica. 
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M uear friend": mong lhc mo"t 1mp1ring 
, mbol" in the "peech and thought of mankinu arc 
hridge., and alh. I ha"e ah\.,IY'- hecn fa.,cinatcd 
h) them. he ha c \O much to .,a . 

Walb ha e their tlclinitc \educ and r,t11 po-.c in 
our live ... . The gi c u, "helter, ,ccurit) and 
pri, ac . The) car c ior U\ out f unlimited "pace 
which i l o a'>l f r u., to dominate. a \mallc1 
area ,..,hich ,..,e can .,ubuue to our n ·ed ... ·1 he 
cnclo. lh in a manageable world whi h ,..,c can 
ma<,ter. Thi., gi e., ll'- a "en e f at-h mcnc., which 
i-; g d for u . Wall-, and fen c-, often aho "ervc 
a g ti purpo in defining beyond the pcratl cn
ture f <l u t hat i., our" and v hat i., our neigh
bor,. The p cl Robert ro-,t put it: " , d f cncc., 
make g d neighbor._.'' To the building of -,uch 
\! a lh f r protection, pri a and o ncr-,hip. th re 
can be n je tion. The · arc part of the nccc,.,ar 
routine f civilized life . 

which -,erv n g 
c ntrar . arc naonful to th· 
ciet . 

\ ich men erect 
'>C, but on the 

Prejudice, intolerance, race and gr up hatred" 
arc tragic wall which men build ar und them
-,elvc.,. ur age ha-, \! itne<, c<l the erecti n of man 
\uch forbidding v.all._. Whene er there i-, unhap
pine-, discontent or unre-,t among men, racial and 
religiou-, bigot <,warm out of their dark h le-,, 
-,weep o er the land and ., w the dragon ccd of 
di ision, di cord and hate. 

ometimes e en gootl and re!>pcctable people 
build wall-, around them.,clve-, which arc effecti c 
block t mutual under.,tanding and go <l will. 
The build wall of ., cial e lu i enc-, . Th 
.,egregatc them cl c. in .,omc illu or eminen c 
and hug t their b m the delu ion that they arc 

• omeho bett r than the common run f humanit . 
In the -,ight of od there are of ur.,e, no 
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Brahmin'> and no untouchable<,- nl children ol 
the du t who in their brief career on earth, may 
find a mea ure of happine . by helping one another 
in goodne . and sharing with one another in love. 

Our world i divided today by political walh 
a:id iron curtain . There are tho e who would 
build the e wall till higher, wh re ent tho e 
who ugge t ways for razing the e wall and level
ing them off. In e er age there have been th 
wall-building doctrinaire , the e ponents of the 
irreconcilable. ither I or ou ur ive! o middle 
road- no meeting ground- no compromi e! Thi , 
of cour e, i the fateful road to war, and war 
only erve to erect ne wall on the ruined foun
dation of the old. 

There are n tion v hich put their tru ' t and 
, ecurity in trong \ all , in impregnable Maginot 
Jine , in hine e wa1l . But they all crumb! 
., oner or later. -"The ord hath a da up n 
e ery lofty towel" and upon--q-1,~ r fortified wall." 

nation mu t n t_ pill its 1 !:>l in armament, 
e en a formidable atomi bomb . The ery 
trength of a nation often bring about i down

fall. It become over-confident and precipitate; it 
drain off it trength in endle military adven
ture ; it dome tic economy breal-. down, and 
unre t and re olution finally weaken it and prepare 
it for ultimate defeat. 

nation hould put it tru t in the ~trength of 
i~ moral and intellectual life, the ju tice and fair
ne~ of its law and in titutioo , the well-being 
and contentment of it citizen , the moral training 
of its youth, and the tabiJity of it home . 

Our religion urged men to be builder of bridge 
rather than of wall . Lif abound in lragi chasm 
which eparate men, in deep river, and their wift, 
dark current . Men hould learn to build bridge 
aero them, and bridge are more difficult to build 
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than wall . harity compa . i n, '> mpathy, mag
nanimity, great minedne s arc uch bridge . o i 
friend hip; o i tolerance; o i'> brothcrho d. 
" ove they neighbor a th y elf' i perhap the 
noble t and mo t enduring of all bridge'> e er 
devi ed. "With malice to-. ard-. none , with charit} 
for all,' i another bridg which an immortal 

merican built aero. a ri er of hi d and ivil 
war. 

very earne t effort at international undcr<,tand 
ing and cooperation i a bridge leading to th 
Kingdom of God, to the good o iet . The League 
of ation wa uch a bridge. It collap ed. Bridge 
often collap e and mu t be rebuilt. The nited 

ation i uch a bridge. lt i in danger of collap e. 
We mu t ee to it tbat it doe not collap e. ar 
i never a bridge. t be t it h, a Bridge of igh, 
leading men from doom lo death . 

he whole rnag__nificent ethical me-. age f u1 
great hi toric faith may b o:m- ed up in the,c 
symbol of wall nd bridge e ational on 
ference of bri ti$ nd Je\l ha<, been, through 
the year , a leveller of wall and a builder f 
bridge . The man whom we are honoring tonight, 
Mr. Fairle , has ought within the phere of hi 
influence to con truct out of the true teel f en
during human value. bridge of friendly traffi 
and communication to bring men clo er together 
in neighborline and mutual helpfulne . We gl d
ly pay tribute tonight both to the organization and 
to the man. 
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BF JAMI F. F IRLE ·s 

I I ma indulge in what i'> PO'>'>ibly the greate..,t 
understatement f the year, I >w uld like to begin 
h ,a ing that I find m -,df '>Omewhat o erwhelmed 
on thii; occasion- not onl y h the cfo,tinguished 
arra of i;pcakcr, who ha .! pre ed ·d me. and b~ 
the im.piring me sag the ha c l-rought u-,- but 
al o. of course, by the very great honor ou ha e 
done me here tonight. 

To receive thi Brotherhood Award of the 
ational nference f hri tiani; and Jew i a 

rich I gratifying experience; but it i al. o a very 
humbling one; for I fully realize that if this medal 
were to be divided up am ng all of the pe pie 
who truly deser e it - and if it were lo be appor
tioned in accordan e with the contribution that 
each of them ha, made t thii; great ause- thc 
'>hare remaining for me would he -,mailer h far 
than the Bibli al mu'itard seed ; and no larger. 
,urel , than the pro erhi .. \l of . and. 

Looking back o er the ,......,..,..__._ !so reali1e, of 
c ur<;e, that I tiave recei ch rn re in the 
way of brotherhood 1han e ever been able 
to gi e to other~. A, you know. my father came 
to thi country in his b yh d . He was a foreigner . 

nd yet, from the earlie t day of my youth, and 
at e ery step of my career. there ha e alway, 
been people who were ready and an iou t gi c 
me a helping hand- lo teach me, to oun ·el me, 
and to encourage me. 

ew of the~e people were of Wel h de'lcent , 
a I am. Many of them were not of m religion . 

nd ome f them were not of my own race. But 
all of them had one thing in common: The were 
- in the fine t ,en e of the ,. ord- my Brother 

merican ' ; and had it not been for them, and 
for the help the gave me, I doubt cry much that 
I hould be with you here tonight, for I trongly 
' U peet that mo t of you would never ha e heard 
of m at all. 

o I ha e good rca on to 1-.no and to under
~tand the meaning of the word "Brotherho d" · 
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and whenc er I hear ,omc mi,guided ommuni,t 
uenouncing mcrica a, a lanu of big tr}- and 
prejudice, I alway.., a..,i.. my..,clf one que-,tion: In 
what th r countr f thi-, world ould J have 
fared m, well a.., J have here in the. c nitcd 

tatcs? 

Had I been born in ales, there i little u uht 
that I ,hould now be work.ing proud! , but in
evitabl , in the c al mine.., there, as the men I 
m famil ha c alv a .., done for generation'> past. 
For that i.., the way it still i-,, of cour,e, in many 
nations abroad. A son frequently ha.., no choice 
hut to follow in hi, father', fo t,tep'>. Hi.., occupa
tion and hi-. economic ,talion in life arc all l o 
often determined by the cir um. lance, of hi, 
birth, rather than b an} natural hcnh or talent, 
of his own . 

nd if I had the mi-.fortune lo be born in one 
of the countries of Ea,tern Europe, I "ould <,urcly 
ha c been purged long in c for m politi al be
lief-. . Here in the We\tern W ci th·rnl.. God, there 
arc still many tit\,tion vhe1e t, arc free from 
political per.,ecutfon!- but In he r land that I 
k.now of, c ul<l I c er ha e fo d u h unlimited 
opportunities and ,uch a ealth of human undcr
,tanding anu fellowship as I ha e found here. nd 
that , of cour,c. is preci..,cly why more than forty 
million immigrants ha c been attra tcd to the,e 
'>hores during the life of ur Rcpubli . 

But in <,a ing this, I realize, too, that not all of 
my fellow mcricam have been a, fortunate a, 
I was. They have not alway, enjoyed the <,amc 
economic opportunities that were open to me. 
1 hey ha e sometime.., reached out for a helping 
hand, and have found, in'>lead, a forbidding bar
rier f dis rimination whi h ha\ pre ente<.l them 
from developing and u-,ing their natural talent-. 
in the fullest p .,.,iblc degree. 

nd becau e I belie e with all m heart and 
,oul that this i wr ng, and that the door of p
p rtunity must ne er be clo ed to an man or 
woman in merica. l ha e ome here tonight
not ju,t to receive thi. distingui..,hed award- but 
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primarily to lend my voice, my name and my 
earne t upport to thi great and Godly cau e. 

o my way of thinking, the nation-wide effort 
to fo ter and promote a true pirit of brotherhood 
among men of all race , creed and nation , i 
one of the mo t important and ignificant develop
ment of our time ; for I think that from a purely 
practical point of view, it may well repre ent man' 
la t, be t hope for the . urvival of civilization on 
thi. earth. 

I firmly believe that thi thing called brother
hood provide the only po ible ba i for per
manent world peace· and that until real fellow
hip prevail among all men and all nation , we 
hall be condemned- at be t- to live in a perpetual 

and nerve-\i racking tate of armed neutrality, with 
all of the e plo i e hazard that go with it. That 
i not a way of life that I would willingly choo e 
for my children and for their children. 

But I al o believe that Brotherhoqd, like Charity, 
begin at home• for: if we can ot learn to under-
tand and re pect acb oth re in our own 

community, I do not e ho we can hope to 
o ercome ucce fully the barrier of language, 
custom and tradition which eparate u from our 
neighbor over eas. 

o there i no time to lo e, I think in etting our 
own hou e in order; and I earne tly wi h that 
there were ome convenient hort-cut- ome ea y 
way-by which thi ta k might be accompli bed. 
It would all be very imple, of cour e, if men could 
be forced, by law, to love and re pect one another; 
but I do not believe that they can, or that in
tolerance will ever be bani bed completely by an 

ct of ongre . 

Intolerance, in my opinion, i a di ea e- a 
deadly and malignant di ea e- which know no 
law and which cannot be curbed by any phy ical 
force whatever. ince it i e entially the product 
of ma -ignorance, it can only be rooted out, 1 
think, by the pain taking proce of ma -education 
and by the piritual power of moral e ample. 
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uch meth d , I lnow, may '> ·cm al time to 
be di couragingly-and e en danger u-,\y - '>IO\ . 
and yet o er lhe year. , it eem t me that the 
ha e pro ed normou ly cffccli\e; for 1t I h-.. 
the e means, primarily that group uch a, thi' 
have help d to reate what regard a the m . t 
powcrf ul and practical weapon !hat can be u d 
in the fight again t bigotry hat weap n, f 
cour e, is enlightened pubfa. opinion; and whik 
it ha not yet de troyed th germ ( the di ea e, 
it ha quarantined, at le t, the yphoid Mary'> 
~ ho arry it. 

·r oda , I believe, it an truthfully b aid th. t 
the bigot is more thor ugh I d ,pi. ed in meri a 
than any racial or religiou<, group ha ever been 
in our hi tory. nd that indeed, i, progre . . 

s a measure of thi progres'>, moreover, I 
w uld ite the fact that e n th language f 
intolerance ha fallen generally, into di U',e. Of
fen i e word that nc w re widely applied t 
people of arious .race and religion , no longer 
ri . e, unchecked, to the lip rl e who wi h t 
retain the re peel {lOd fricn of their neigh-
bor . nd other ord. h " b en purged of 
the cornful intplrcation formerly attached 
to them. 

There wa a time, for e ample, when the word 
"foreigner" wa commonly employed a an epithet, 
which " a hurled in ontempt up n the head f 

me b wildered immigrant. et I ha e used it 
proudly and affectionately, here t night, in peak
ing of my father. nd thi too, I think, i progre . 

o it . eem to me that lhe ational onference 
of hristian and Jew has every rea 011 to con
gratulate it elf upon the en ouraging he .. iway it 
ha made. Within the specialized field of it~ opera• 
lion , il ha created an ever-increa ing me ure 
of nali nal unity· and in it truggle to wipe out 
bigotr , it ha gained ground teadily-di tant 
though the final goal may et appear to be. 

But l ometime wonder if thi attack up n 
intolerance ha not been onfincd too narrowly 
to th ,pecialized field we have been di cus ing 
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here tonight. The time has come. l think, when it 
might be well to re ognize, p nl , that wholl 
apart from racial, religiou and national prejudice-,, 
there i. a va. t, forgotten area wherein group 
hatred i • not only tolerated, but i openly en
couraged in the hope of per onal or political 
profit. 

For e ample, I have been gravely dh,turbed, 
a\ you know, by the relentle campaign which ha-, 
been waged- ever ince I can remember-to di idc 
management and I. bor into two warring and 
irreconcilable faction . . . to create hatred instead 
of harmony, throughout our industrial world. 

I ha c been dcepl troubled ah,o, by the k.ind 
of politi al bigotry which ha., -,ought to di ide our 
citizen-, into ho .. tile and jeal u economic group., 
which are usually referred to in such offen ·i e 
term'> a., the "ha e " and the "ha e not "; or the 
"under-privileged" and the "privileged." I even 
heard a tclevi,.ion commentator. the other da , 
who la'> ified Geor~ Wa Mn n as one of the 
··over-pri ileged.' 

ow thi-,, t , J heli ve i-, 1 nguage of in-
tolerance; but unhappily it i-, still in common 
u-,age today- not only by tho~e who have a per
\Onal a~e to grind- but ?ven more often by un
thinking people who do not full realize it ugl 
implications. 

Yet I annot- for the life of me- unden,tand 
why the man who w uld set cla again t clas. , 
and upation agaim,t occupation, is any le of 
a menace lo our national unit than the man who 
would ~el ra e again.,l race and creed again ·t 
creed. To my way of thinking. both are equall 
dangerou<,; and both should be equally de pi. ed. 

But l hall not belabor that ubjecl thi evening. 
I '>hall mere! '>ay that J hope the <lay will oon 
come when public opinion will deal with the 
demagogue a., ucce fully and a'> effective! a'> 
it now doe~ with the bigot. 

one of u know - a we it here tonight
what the future ma hold for our ountr 
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whether we -,hall be engulfed in another \\ar ot 
wrvival, or whether we ma) be permitted. h) 
the grace of od, to Ii c and to build. in peace. 
through the year'> to come. 

But we do J..no\ that \\hate er the lc-..tiny ol 
merica i'> to be, it can only be achie ed through 

team\ orl-- thruu •h the kind of tcanw,ork \\ here 
e cry man among u-, i-, allo\\ed to give the ver) 
be'>t he'<, got to the particular job for \\hich he·-, 
be<,L '>Uitcd. We -..hall need the 1-.ind of a team 
where men are judged- not b) their race, their 
rcligi n, or their cc n mi ,landing hut -..impl; 
b their baiting average. 

To create that 1-.ind of 11.:am\\Orl- i, not an ca,y 
ta-,1-. in any nati n, and '>Orne pc pie \\ ill in-.i-.t 
that it i'> an utterly impo-,-.iblc one- that di-.
criminati n. intolerance and prejudice can never 
be wiped out omplctcl , even 111 merica . Hut 
I d n't b.!lie c that, at all. 

The onl impo '>iblc ta . J... 

one which confront ur o 
the <,ea<,- and it i ju<it the 
their way of life can oc er 

now of i-, the 
friend'> acr .,., 
of our'>. I-or 

unle<,<, th )' can ,ramp O It C er trace of God, 
and de ency, and lo e, and under<,tanding from 
the hearl'i of all their fellow men. nd that, I 
'>Ubmit, ju<,t can't be done. That i-, a trul) hope
le<, ta<,k . fan nation-, have tried it in their da , 
and e cry one of them ha<, come, in the end. to 
ruin and defeat. 

o let w, entertain no doubt<, ab ut th, future. 
Let LI'> fa e it tonight - a-. we have ., often in the 
pa'it- -.ecure in the kno\ ledge that Faith i'i our 
greate<,t '>trength, and Hr therhood our dedicated 
purpo<,c. 
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MALCOLM ADAM 
HENRY C. ALEXA DER 
H. W.ALLEN 
. C. ALLYN 

H. G. BATCHELLER 
ADAM . BE ION 
JO EPH P. BI N 
DOUGLAS M. BLACK 
JAMES B. BLACK 
ROBERT F. BLACK 
JAME G. BLAINE 
E. J. BRADLEY 
E. 0. BRA SOME 
\V/ ALTER J. BRAU S H EIGER 
ERNEST R. BREECH 
EDWARD G. BUDD 
HARRY A. BULLIS 
H .. M.BURNS 
WALLACE E. CAMPBELL 
WARD M. CANADAY 
CHAMP CARRY 
HERBERT M. CLEA VE 
JOHN A.COE 
C. l. COLLINS 
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GARDNER CoWLES 
Lou R. CRANDALL 
H. R. CREAMER 
ROBERT M. OUTCHFIELD 
RICHARD G. CROFT 
WILLIAM l. CROW 

ATHAN CUMMINGS 
HARLO H. CURTI E 
AARON W. DANIELS 
HARRY DARBY 
GLENN B. DAVIS 
HUGO DE NEUFVILLE 
RICHARD R. DEUPREE 
MORSE G. DIAL 
BEN DUFFY 
PERCY J. EBBOTI" 
PERRY T. EGBERT 
ASA A. ELDREDGE 
WILLIAM N. ENSTROM 
EDWARD P. FARLEY 
P.E.FEUCHT 
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HARRY F. FISCHBACH 
A. R. FISHER 
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DINNER COMMITTEE 
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Chairman 
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LOUIS GOLDBURG 

ORMAN J. GOULD 
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H. J. HEINZ, II 
HARRY B. HIGGIN 
JOHN A.HILL 
CoNRAD N. HILTON 
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COLONEL GILBERT HODGES 
PAUL G. HOFFMA 
J. L. HOLLOWAY 
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CHARLES R. H K 
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MAX D. HOWELL 
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G. W. HUMPHR Y 
JOHN B. INGLIS 
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THEODORB J. KAUFPEL 
VIVIEN KELLEMS 
CORNELIUS F. KELLEY 
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BARCLAY A. KINGMAN 
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN 
ROBERT P. KOENIG 
FRANKLIN J. LEERBURGER 
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J. R. MACOONALD 
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HARRY W. MORRISON 
HARRY C. MURPHY 
ALEXANDER C. AGLE 
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ALU RTE. OELTB 
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"As the National 

Conference of Christians 

and Jews seeks 

to promote the welfare 

of all people tn the 

, it has my 

and 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Honorary Chairman, Brotherhood Week, 

in a special message to NCCJ: "The fight for 
freedom today is in a real sense, a fight for 
the idea of Brotherhood ... Bigotry and intol
erance, racial or religious hate and discrimina
tion are spiritual acts of treason . . . I extend to 
the National Conference of Christians and Jews 
my fervent wish that the next 25 years may 
match, in honorable accomplishment, the brilliant 
quarter of a century you have now completed." 

ll 



From An Addr Before 
The Northern Ohio 
Region, NCCJ. 

I am happy to bear testimony to the cope 
and effectivene of the ational Conference 
of Christians and Jew . I have ob erved it 
expanding program in the bet rment of 
human relation through the year and I 
have witnessed it fine work among all sec
tions of our population-all age group -all 
professional and indu trial group -and all 
civic organizations. I have watched with 
increasing admiration the num rou in ti
tutes which it has e tabli hed-the teacher' 
work shops, the conference and the work 
on college campuses-a veritabl network 
directed by more than sixty regional office· 
both in the United State and anada, and 
the more recent extension of its activit.ie. in 
Europe and Asia. 

For nearly thirty years, in one of the 
most turbulent eras in human history, the 
National Conference of hri tian and Jews 
has carried on its quiet, patient, intelligent 
and dedicated work - not in behalf of any 
one specific piece of social legislation or any 
one plank of social reform, but in behalf of 
the total program of human broth rhood -
the basic program of teaching men of all 
races and religions how to work together 
for their common good and how to remove 
those barriers which defeat their common 
purposes and retard human progress. 

The National Conference ha been a su
premely activist movement in one field -
the fields of education. It has endeavored 
to create a climate of mutual understand
ing and sympathy wherein all specific and 
desirable objectives of social progress and 
reform could the more readily be achieved. 
It has not attempted-and in my judgment 
wisely so - to usurp or duplicate the func
tions of other important organizations on 
the American scene which are dedicated to 
specific purposes and directed towards the 
achievement of this or that "next-step" in 
social progress. 

The intensive educational program of the 
National Conference is predicated on the 
belief that all forward steps in the realiza
tion of the American dream of justice and 
equality would be materially hastened if 
prejudices of all kinds were eliminated from 
the human situation and from the inter
relationship of our citizens, if all our prob
lems were approached purely on their merit 
and were not bedeviled at the out et by 
group fears and hates and by the sundry 
dark legacies of the past. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ii er 

There is room for the activist organiza
tion on the American ·cene, geared to 
achieve pecific objective and employing 
all the 1 gitimate weapons of political action. 
But there is room al o for the educative 
organization dedicated to the long-range 
program of changing group attitudes - of 
building highways of communication be
tween tho e who have b n i olated and 
e:trang d to long, of t aching all of us 
the obligationg of a common citiz n. hip in 
< r i y. I :till think that this is 

:i portant ta k which confronts 
oday. 

all becom con. id rably disturbed 
by re ent v nts and our thoughts have 
be Qm entered by what is happening in 
outer . pace. atellit . and inter-continental 
ballistic mis l s ob ss us today. There is 
taking place a consid rabl soul-searching 
among our p ople and the beating of breasts 
over our scientific lag in those fields. 

Such a soul- earching is fully warranted 
and it may prove all to th good if it will 
ober u a a people and de troy our com

placency - if it will teach us - and espe
cially the leaders of our government -
humility in our international relation , if it 
will eliminate duplication, waste and rivalry 
in our military services and if it will help 
us to raise a new generation of men and 
women who will be more reverent of learn
ing and more devoted to the exacting dis
ciplines of the mind, not only in the fields 
of science, but in the humanities as well. 

The human problem remain.' what it was 
b fore the Ru . Rian launch d th ir artifi ial 
moon into outer . pac -how to a cnmm<>
date our. Iv ' on to another, nation to 
nation, . yst m to y t m, race to rac , r li
gion to religion. I . ubmit that w :hould 
turn our attention. v r mor arn :tly than 
b for to th , constructiv ta. k.. 

Any organization therefore, which helps 
men and nation to find their way to this 
road of mutual accommodation, reconcilia-



tion and cooperation is an instrument of 
civilization - an instrument of God. The 
National Conference of Christians and Jews 
is such an organization. 

By teaching us how to live together in 
unity in spite of our diversities - and these 
diversities and differences are not unim
portant -The National Conference is not 
only serving us as individuals, helping to 
make our lives less narrow and more noble, 
but it is serving our country in helping it 
to maintain it~ moral position in the world. 

We have always stood as a beacon of light 
and hope to mankind because of the prin
ciples of freedom, democracy, equality and 
human dignity upon which our political life 
was based - principles which are being 
challenged in the world today. The free 
world still looks to us for leadership in these 
directions. But our moral professions will 
not long retain the allegiance of peoples if 
we deny them at home in practice. Any 
manifestation of bigotry and intolerance in 
our national life is an undermining of our 
moral leadership in the world. 

We charge our enemies with mater-ial"st~c 
atheism. But what is more gro • 1-
istic and more nakedly atheist 
customs and practices which s 
degrade fellow human beings b 
color of their skin or their mode 
ping God. '-' '-

If we believe in God then assuredly He is 
the God of all men alike, and if we believe 
in a divine law of justice and compassion 
then it clearly must be one law for all 
men alike. 

Some of the most impenitent materialistic 
atheists of our day are to be found in the 
pews of our churches where their sin of 
Godlessness is compounded with the black 
sin of hypocrisy. 

The National Conference of Christians and 
Jews helps us to eliminate the beam in our 
own eye so that with clearer vision we will 
not look for the mote in our brother's eye 
. . . It helps to weld us together into one 
strong fellowship in the face of the dangers 
which threaten us and our free world. 

If it did not exist, it would have to be 
created. Fortunately it does exist and it 
should be strengthened and implemented 
so that it may be able to work even more 
effectively and on a larger scale in the days 
to come. 

"NCCJ IS DEDICATED TO THE ACHIEVEMENT 

OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN." 

Dr. John S. Millis 

An Address Before 
The Northern Ohio 
Region, NCCJ. 

To me, the ideal of the Brotherhood of 
Man without the basic belief in the Father
hood of God, seems to remain a pious hope, 
beyond attainment in the competitive world 
in which we live. Tolerance and forbearance 
are undoubtedly virtues which we wish all 
men to possess. But both are negative con
cepts describing the human moral respon
sibili to ut up with the evil, the ugly, 

• ectionable aspects of our fel-

~ Tli l}f stian and the Jew hold, as the 
t!):s~~ f.µjl amental belief, that God is the 

Cr~ and the Father of all men. They 
believe that God is the source of life for 
each man born into this world. They believe 
that every man is endowed with God-like 
capacities of intelligence, of spirit, of free 
will which are his to be developed in accord
ance with God's purpose. As we are all the 
sons of God, so are we all brothers, and as 
brothers we must find the means by which 
we may live together in love and therefore 
in peace and brotherhood. The ideal of the 
Brotherhood of man under the Fatherhood 
of God should perhaps be stated as "because 
of the Fatherhood of God." 

The National Conference of Christians and 
Jews is dedicated to achieving the Brother
hood of Man. But this dedication is not to 
a pious hope of achieving mere tolerance 
or forbearance. Rather this dedication is 
to the task of bringing all men to the 
realization of the beneficent Fatherhood of 
God. If man will but know the Father, he 
may then know and love his brother. Then, 
and then alone, may we expect to see the 
dream of the Brotherhood of Man become 
a reality. 



When time and the event of hi tory plac 
the twentieth century in it prop r per p c
tive chronicler of th futur \l ill mark a a 
turning point in the ocial and cultural de el
opment of the nited State and of the world 
the advent of the ational onference of 
Christians and Jew . 

Hi torian when th y analyze th circum
stance out of which the onf r nee gr w, 
the progr it mad and th work and good 
it accompli bed will point to thi unique 
organization a one of th tronge t moral 
forces in our plurali tic ociety. 

These are the r a on why. From the 
time of the anci nt ', the day of th J wi h 
prophet , the eers of th non-Juda o p o
ple , the teaching of hri t and th proph
ets of the non- hri "tian th r ha b en 
voice rai ed that echo d th pr d minate 
thought, "God I The Fath r - 11 M n 
Are Brothers." Religious l ad r poets, 
writer , taite men, humanitarian , . i n
tists, "Everyman" himself, hav kn n and \ 
felt this truth. ~ 

It remained for the ational onf rence 
to focus on common ocial, welfar and civic 
problem th tremendous fore for good 
that held thi, common ground. Thi is the 
outward ign that ha made the onf renc 
the telling fore it i and it i the touch
stone that ha. helped it ucc ed and ndure. 

Still more wonderful and amazing i that 
the onfer nee ha ucceed d in accompli b
ing thi feat without compri ing or water
ing down religiou or philosophical belief 
but has in fact buttre ed all b Ii f with the 
basic premi e that we re pect th differences 
and recognize th moral good in all men. 

oming a it did out of the ten ion of the 
late twenti , growing through th depres
sion and war year and now continuing ,to 
expand in the e times of cold and luke-warm 
wars the onference ha utiliz d the mo t 
effective and enduring tool to bring to all 
people the me age of th Brotherhood of 
Man under God' Fatherhood. Thi tool is 

Loui B. e)tzer, 1957-5 
Brotherhood \\ eek 

Chairman 

ducation, cho 1:, coll g \ c1 1c gr up·, 
youth organization. , farm, labor and man
a m nt group:, \Vh r v r and wh n v r an 
opportunit. ha: pr : 'nl d it: If th on
f r nc ha r at d an atm . ph r of und r
. tanding out f whi h has com FEP law , 
d , ~ ati n in : hoot, non-di ·criminatory 

·: a cl c mm 'r ial practic s, bett r 
m r' inform d adults and mor 

~-
)T pro· :s of ducation i not fJam-

b yant, dramati nor • n ational. It i al o 
a l ngthy proc , . , n ding time and circum-
tanc t h Ip it a hi' it goal. But th end 

r . ult i: mor drama Uc and n, ational than 
imm diate om -tim m thods. For from 
thi action through ducation com an in
form d and b Ii ing ·oci ty that r cognize 
it r pon ·ibiliti • t their f llow m n. 

Thi then, i why I b lieve in th work of 
th ational onf r nee of hri tian. and 
J w,. B cau: it has brought to our oci ty 
an awarene . of th ne d for th practice 
of brotherhood; it ha held fa t to th prin-
iple of th quality of men; it ha mar-

• halled th moral fore of all philo 'Ophi 
and it ha giv n to th watching nation of 
the world an xample of how a fr e and 
d mocratic peopl can work togeth r to olve 
common int rgroup problem . I r ·p ct the 
work it ha done in th pa t. l recognize it 
pr ent eff cti n , I b lie e in it futur 

The world will long note and rem mb r 
w 11 the ational nf r nc of hri ·tian • 
and Jews. 



Benjamin F. Fairless 

My thoughts, my pray
ers and deepest beliefs are 
bound up in the great work 
you are doing. To me there 
is no more important task 
today than the effort of the 
Conference to seek justice 
and foster amity, under
standing and cooperation 
among the Protestants, Catholics and Jews 
of America. 

This work is all the more important now. 
Each day we see America's leadership in 
the free world facing some new strain
some new testing of the strength of our 
great principles and beliefs. The Conference 
stands for the greatest of these - an atti
tude toward fellow human beings that says 
there must be no distinction made between 
one group and another, one race and an
other or one faith and another. 

The Conference will need that kind of 
thinking in planning for the future. In this 
age where science has created such horrible 
and such vast powers of destruction we need 
as never before a world-wide enlistment of 
every moral re ource. All of mankind is in
volved and every living religion can help. 
Perhaps we can find in the moral strength 
of a world-wide brotherhood the greatest 
defense against man's capacity to destroy. 

It is a real privilege to 
take part in even a small 
way in the highly impor
tant work being done by 
the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. In 
these trying days when 
practically all mankind is 
praying for peace under 

Georg 

the shadow of an ever present threat of an
other world conflagration, the spiritual and 
moral value of an organization such as this 
cannot be overestimated. We must never 
forget that the godless fanatics of the Krem
lin are determined not only to create divi
sion among the free nations of the world but 
also to divide the peoples within tho e na
tions if they can possibly do so by propa
ganda and infiltration. From the Com
munist point of view world domination is 
impossible unless the United States is either 
destroyed or rendered impotent by internal 
strife and discord. 

There is perhaps no greater threat to our 
unity as a people than bigotry and its vicious 
by-products. Racial and religiou di crimina
tion is not only morally wrong at all times 
but it is today practically an act of treason. 
The National Conference of hri tian and 
Jews is truly an organization that i on our 
country's ide a well a on God' ide. 

Ernest R. Breech 

I believe in the National 
Conference of Christians 
and Jews because I sub
scribe wholeheartedly to 
the principles upon which 
the organization was 
founded and because I have 
faith in the sound and rea
soned way it works toward 
achieving the ideals to which it is dedicated. 

Its very existence is visible and comforting 
proof of the common spiritual heritage that 
has been passed on through generation after 
generation of Americans. 

I believe in the NCCJ because it has 
demonstrated that the concept of brother
hood is a workable reality of today. 

I admire the NCCJ for its rational and 
effective approach to the task at hand. I 
respect its consistency and its unswerving 
determination. I place high value on its will
ingness to face up calmly and confidently to 
the problems which confront it. 

ling bigotry and prejudice, the 
ot allowed itself to be entrapped 

1 m. It has won notable success 
- ··••r--·- s1zing the good that man derives 

from Creator and by maintaining a 
pos1tiv perspective as it deals with the 
misunderstandings that lead to distrust and 
finally to hatred. By first fighting for 
what is right, the NCCJ has been most 
effective in fighting against the evils that 
foment discord. 

Respect for the inalienable rights of the 
human being is the foundation upon which 
the NCCJ builds toward brotherhood. Un
derlying the entire NCCJ program is a 
fundamental belief in the dignity and worth 
of the individual. 

The NCCJ is more than an institution of 
high purpose. It is a vital force which con-
tantly exercises a tremendous influence for 

good in every phase of our national life. 
It welds together in the strong bonds of 
mutual understanding and provides a com
mon ground on which men of totally differ
ent persuasions and origins may meet in 
peace and friendship. 

The National Conference of Christians 
and Jews is a great asset to all of us. The 
moral strength it represents is a powerful 
defense against any force which would sub
vert the principles laid down by the found
ing fathers. The Conference and its work 
deserve the active interest and support of 
every American. 



A program that has earned universal support 

GENERAL DAVID SARNOFF: "The edu
cational activities of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews are of prime importance 
. . . you seek to enrich and stree,gthen the spirit 
of men by breaking down the barriers which · 
now divide them. And in seeking to promote 
understanding, freedom and tolerance, you are 
demonstrating the part that science plays in the 
solution as well as the creation of human 
problems." 

HENRY R. LUCE: "We can be thankful for 
the voluntary efforts by which Americans or
ganize themselves to improve their own stand
ards of behavior. Of all these efforts the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews is 
both an outstanding and a unique example." 

DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR, Union Theo
logical Seminary: "The work toward mutual 
understanding of religious groups-conducted-b 
the National Conference is of i es i 1-t value.8 

FATHER EDWARD V. :Ait!) Q:,f 
C.S.V.: "In doing its work, the CCfhas bee~ 
activating the philosophy of St. Vincent de Paul, 
who once said in a conference of his priests, 
'we must love all God's creatures but we must 
love those who differ from us a little more.' " 

RAYMOND GARY, Governor of Oklahoma : 
"We are making progress toward better human 
and group relations in Oklahoma. I know this 
progress is largely due to persistent efforts of 
the National Conference which consistently 
strives for a better understanding between 
all men." 

PHILIP J. HICKEY, Superintendent of In
struction, St. Louis Public Schools: "The 
National Conference of Christians and Jews 
with its spirit of goodwill coupled with its skills 
to work with diverse groups has played a unique 
role in making St. Louis a wholesome place to 
educate and bring up our children.'' 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF: "This year 
NCCJ will spend two and one-half million dol
lars. But as a conservative estimate this money 
will multiply itself to 25 million dollars be
cause NCCJ enlists the volunteer help of thou
sands of other organizations and hundreds of 
thousands of peope who work and give assist
ance on a voluntary basis. I commend NCCJ for 
its efficient operation and its highly effective 
program.'' 

DR. LOUIS FINKELSTEIN, President, Jew
ish Theological Seminary of America : "All of 
us have every reason to be grateful to the 
National Conference for the great contribution 
which it has made toward the goal of a united 
humanity." 

PAUL HOFFMAN: "It is a privilege to par
ticipate in the National Conference. Its work 
at home is vitally important in combatting 
Communism abroad." 

The oldest and most 
effective organization 
in the field of 
brotherhood 

-:-BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 



Organized in 1933, an early office 0 J, the orthern Ohio Region er ice all of Ohio outh to 
Columbus. The fourth large t onferer. ~ operation it ha ama ed a proud and ucces ful record. 

Developed the Human Relations Workshop programs with regular ummer es ions at We tern 
Reserve niversity, Kent State University, Ohio tate University, Univer ity of Toledo. The Univer ity 
of Akron, Baldwin-Wallace College have also held imilar sessions. 

Granted more than $40,000 in scholarships to workshops and other training courses to qualified 
teachers, students, police and firemen, welfare and social workers. 

Developed "In-Service Training" program whereby teachers continue their human relations training 
on-the-job in their schools. 

Work with all school systems, public, parochial and private on elementary and high school levels and 
with all colleges and universities on both under-graduate and graduate level . 

Held over 3,000 in titute , scholarship programs, youth programs, adult leader hip ses ions. 
Conducted research, teacher training, textbook revi ion: prepared teaching materials. 

Worked with every community organization, service group, Junior hamber of ommerce, Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, women's clubs, professional groups, veterans, fraternal organizations and youth 
groups. 350 program annually. 

Created and developed the Moral and Spiritual Value workshops and institutes. Held clergy con
ferences, youth training, seminary lectures; create pecial publications. 200 annual projects. 

Every organized denomination and organization has been included. 

Press, radio, television, magazines, motion pictures, publishers are utilized year-round to marshall 
public opinion. Over 40,000 column inches annually and 600 hours of radio and television time. 

Created the Human Relations in Industry projects. Held film howings, work with industrial con-
cerns and labor groups to promote understanding of rg • u roblems and the contribution of sound 
human relations to the national economy. 

Extend help to 1,100 cities and communitie m 
hood Week. 

• n in the annual oL:::iervance of Brother-

Public meeting and dinner gather thou and to he Itational leaders such as John Fo ter Dulles, 
Sen. John Kennedy, Vice Pre ident Richard ixon, Benjamin Fairle , Ben on Ford, Paul Hoffman. 

Consultative Services available to other organization and local go ernments. 
Speakers Bureau maintained with active volunteers to ervice the hundr ds of public programs. 
Development and Expansion activity that ha een the organization of chapt r and citizen commit-

tees in Columbus, Toledo, Akron, Youngstown, A htabula, anton, Hud on, andusky. 
Religiou New .. ervice upplies a weekly international wire and photo service to all media. 

Expansion and involvement of more of the public is the keynote. Some of the plans include: 
. A Human Relations Center. 

A 13 week televi ion show, locally produced but u ing national talent . 
. An international re earch study to be conducted at We tern Re erve niversity. 

Expanded police and firemen training. 
Preparation of local film , pamphlets and publications. 
Special projects with labor and management. 
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