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There are very few people who see this age of ours as a great age. I am per=-

suaded that it is a truly great age. Historic events, great in amplitude and con-

sequence, are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of the
new worlds which science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the
nature of matter and energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods
of production, distribution, transportation and communication. I am not referring
to the amazing progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the
health of the human race and increased the average length of life, nor to the mar-
vels of engineering and the miracles of construction,

In characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress
and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done
in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the comman man, for the rais-
ing of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection
against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than in any gener-
ation, than in any five generations in the past. Never were more determined ef-
forts being made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced
and a better way of life for all,

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have
risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved,
freedom and self-determination., ¥ithin the last seven years one-fourth of the
earth's population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people -
have obtained their political freedom., Imperialism and colonialism are in their
death-throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day,
and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing to a close.

That we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things, but
to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical new
reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man, a
change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress without danger -

but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities.
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I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age is ap-
proaching idyllic perfection, or that the millenium is just around the corner.

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve of the mill-
enium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the hoped-
for good society, or away from it., Is our age trying to eradicate poverty and
illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of people, regardless of race or
color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples to
national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for peace
and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major trends, our
age has given vwelcome evidence of great determination and of considerable progress.
It is moving purposefully in the right direction - the abolition of war, the re-
duction of poverty, and the elimination of racial inequality. These are the three
major trends of our century,
the Vest, in the Commumst as well as in the non-Commufiist world., 'hat .1s tear~
ing these worlds/ apart is a dlfference not of 1deology~ or objective, but of method,

Ours is a great. age, and I belleye we are enterm? into an ever grepter age.
The wave of the future, the true diz#ction of man's ngnge and destmy may be,
from time to t;me s thwarted and opp ! ed, dammed up, ay it were, and obstrucbed,
drawn off and etarded, but it canngt be permanently pstopped.

In our day this moral forward t ust of man has +countered the st?.lbborn and
insolent resigtance of materialism, of Nazism, of Fa%cism and of Comm ist dictator-
ship. These have violently resisted the spiritual a*irations which ¢onstitute
mankind's waye of the future. They put shackles on §n, even when théy promised
him larger freedoms. They divided fand stratified menj even when they prated about

a classless jsociety. They fomented preached peace,, But the on-

moving tide% of man's spirit, fat.hc*ns deep and irresigtible have now swept over the

shattered rq.’ms of some of these sihister aberrations Bnd dark conspiracies of the

rebels against light -~ though they bave not as yet entirely obliterated them. And

the tides are now whirling around tl';e bastions of the remaining dictatogships of
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the earth, They will sure)}# succumb. They cannot, the long run, win in the
contest for man's heart/and mants _loyalties. Mans/has struggled through the/long,
weary centuries to ffee himself from the~Qondapfe of nature. He will noi{/ volun-

tarily and for lghy

s

submit to the bondage #f mar Neither dictatorship nor rac-
jalism nor staf€ism nor militarism can g will command~the fortung$€ of the human
race, They'represent the sunk wreckfige of the past which theygtorms of our day
have dredged up again from the bgttom of their buried depis and have set them
afloa¥ again dangerously along the ship lanes of the worild.

The coming age will be a great age for America. The next hundred years at
least seem likely to be known, I believe, as the "American Century," in the same
sense as the 19th century was "The Century of Great Britain." Destiny has singled
out our beloved country, the foremost democracy on earth, to give leadership to
the world and to lead mankind out of the grave social, political and economic pre-
dicament in which it finds itself. I believe that American leadership will prove
itself equal to the challenge, if it will take counsel of faith and not of fear,
and if it will be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of
the Founding Fathers of this Republic.

I believe |that our age\will find the fﬁrmula of toleration which will enable

the many evolying and the fluid forms of c#pltallsm and socialism to work out

their destinigs in the onejworld in which ?e live. They may be irreconcilable
? A

13

in theory; they need not %e in practice.
America wiill lead in fihding the way. The way is not thét of a global arma-

ment race whijch will impovefish the peopleg of the earth - oirselves included -

and end as i tastrophe of war.§ The way is rather
that of confdrence, of courdgeous diplomacyd of giving urgent {leadership in the
United Natiogs to a program pf speedy and baflanced reduction of armament and help
to the backwgrd peoples of tRe earth.

To this Rind of leadership the world will respond; a leaderghip which does not

wait on the dccasion but make$ it, which is prepared to take caldulated risks for

\
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