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. ' -Dr. A~ Hillel S11Yer 
before 

American Z1on1a\ Council !ePcen\aa17 ollnc 
ondq, b r'7 21• 1955 

Chrls\o r Colmabtt bep.n \ha joUJ'Dal of hi• fl 

l lo the 4lseov ~ ot America •1\h ·the tollovinc word.ea • tt r the S ie 

o ch1 de lled a 1 the Jeva ho 11 their ingdoma and land• in Jan 
in he 

ro rl7 e ui~K~ n. ,.• !hut Chri•lo er Col bua, who v hi elf ot Jev11h 
de1cenl, c nnect hie 

• 

J v• tro 8 in. He dicl not knov, ot cour"•• w t u d befall '1\e •exile, nor 
vhere the7 or th lr 4eacen4ant• would go. lor could he foretell, t cen,urte, 
1 ter there vould 1 • ta the 

els• of the CO&'?ftlLDit7 vhloh I e lled troa th• tbenan penlneula, and tba\ 

\h11 c0111DW1it7 vonld be tnatl'mlental t lll8D1' J 1ah exil • 
from~ rt, of the 

fev cen\uriee othen came 1n lnoreaat.n« llWlb re lo '11• We tern H ianbere • •kine 
a haven. Thouaanda of Jeva ere el\le4 in Ill 1n the ■tddle of the lneDINn\h 

nee to other ta ot th• lev Voi-14 or to Bolland., fro which ao • ot th• ha4 
COJ1e. The lven'T-thre• Jeve vho arrlv on the •n. Charle• in llte11v Amale1'4M 
in 1654 were no\ the t1ral Je who ha4 nQ\ toot on \he 101i ot t •• aome 

of 
~ to beco • ~ Ualted. St tee America. 

It 1• of later•, lo aote lo \he llew Vor14 

anted to st bliah Jewiah colonla. !bll•• in 1652, \he Dil\oh eat Ind.la 

Coa JV' ranl d lo Jo•• lhm•• 4n r uec and. o\hera a tract of land. 1n \he 

lal _ 4 of Ca.raeao \o tou4 a coloD'1 of J • In 16,9 a •111111 r ll'Pai.n\ •• 4e 

b7 he henoh ••' Ind.la Cv.i,I,....., lo T14 B l, Pon ••• J , to found a 

---



Jewi h oolon, 1Ji Cqeune. There 1• oa Noord. a grant de 1n 1654 b7 the lllh 

!he ldea ot •• bliahlJtc o wlll7 ••ttl ent1 tn the ev Vorl4 vae v14el.J' 

cce t aDT tionall 7 CJIOtrpe ot tu 014 or14. an4 Im Jeva l h 4 to 4o 

what o\h P n tionall\7 grou vere dolnc. !hq vant d lo be vllh their ow an4 

.. one \helr own ln the waexplorecl v114enee••• ot the Bev Vorl4 an4 in altlon 

\o r tice heir a1Ul and their group cuata.e under concllllone hich th-, 

ro~n an4 the7 acted accord.1n«l7• 

In 178.'.l a mortal • aent b7 Geraa Je • \o th• Pre1lden\ ot th• 

Cont inenu.1 Co re•• a kln« to be inform on v , leN1 a boq of Oeraaa J _,a 

ti, et\le 1n th11 count:r.,. In 181Q a • V.D. Roblnaon 

ot London ro •eel a acheae tor a 1 • Jeviah aettl• n\ in 1l er 1 •1••1 1 

and 1a,our1 t rrlto17 to ana 

er cu d an4 o rea er noa-J v• who vlaha4 

\o eetabliah in the 

I no uoting frOII The 

ound hill, • h found 11 \hron • OCO\t 1 , h ca., hi• •7•• u th.a\ tlon 

vhioh tor 1700 '¥• r hr4 aelther soYeN'-8 nor aoun\17. 'fhl• extraord.1 r, 

rojec, occu 1e4 hi tten\toa tor oonatderable ttae.• 

'l'h ao \ no\able ~roJeot, ot co~ •• tor the ••labllahmenl ot a Jevt.ah 

et te in th ev orld. • 

Jevt1h o utt7 ot hl• 

, ot ordeaal anuel Joah, toraoat IHll1»er ot the 

• Ia t. 2, 182S, vlth r aiYe ce onln, he 

laid the oorneratone t the 0117 of ........... ..--., n ONDA Ialand. in ,be ra ll1Yer 

n lm.tfi lo. vhloh city • to be lh• ca 1\ ot the aew Jevtah et ,.. It S.. 

ot inter t to aote , the ortclnal laten,t.on ot Mordecai .-. ..... el oah va, 



_,_ 

to estal,lieh a Jewteh et te ln Pal tine. I• vaa the tlrat r .. 1 Zionl•I on \he 

en he bec,&111e oonYiaced. \ht \he rea\or tion of Pal••\lne 

vaa no\ bme41 tel7 teaalble, he retorted to the id of ••\abli1hing a Jevi1h 

at te on Grand. I1land a a prel1•1 7 to the ultill te reato \ion ot the Jevtah 

,, te in Pal e tlna. •oth1Jt« cae ot h11 roJeot, bul Mordeoal Manuel oah, ln 

• l\e of \he Nbntta vhieh he auttered and the rlcllaale ,o vhloh he au.'bJect , 

414 not ~bandon hie Ztonl , dr , Al 1 t• • 184.S, we find h1a a44r•••1n« • 

Chr11\lan aadl•nc• in \he c1\7 of Kev York appeal.inc tor \he reetora\lon ot ,i. 

Jev11h tion. ta th.le adclr••• he a\ate4. •t oonllden\17 bell••• ill Ul• 

reatoratlon ot the J • an4 la \he e01ttn« of lhe Ne1■1ah, 

ad.Yen\, I conald r l\ a du'7 to call m oa \he tr .. i:,eonl• ot \hi• ooutry to &14 

t11 ln any effort• vhloh 1D ov re■ent oaltion 1\ 11111' 'be prudent to do,. AD4 

t ha.Ye lh• aos, ab1dlng oont14•nc• ill lhelr oodvill an4 tr1all)P feellDc• la 
T 

a141nc \o restore u \o ltlier.l~ 

Int t • 
,Al 

-+ \ and laport.t reTolut1o• 

whloh facillt t• \he return ot the Jeve to Jeruaal•.• le further 4eolare4, 

• land auet ••••• , • !tordln« the on.17 ecare ro~t• to her poa•e•eiona 

in India throach the Red ea& lh• Pale \ in• \bu.a laoecl belween the Ru eiu 

J>O•••••lona and ,, rev rt• to it• lecltllla\e o rte,ora and for he eatet7 

of the 111rro1Uld.ing aatlon1, a powertul, weal,q, ind• nden, and en\erpri•illil 

eo-ole re laced th re lt7 and. with lhe oonaanl of the Ohrlallall power•, aD4 

vi\h \helr aid and enq. lhe 1 of Jar 1 • e1 ono• aore lnlo the poa11eo1loa 

ot the deacendant• ot Abrabaa •• , 1Vhile 

we lhall not llYe ,o he of lhe \r11111pbaat auceeaa ot \hie proJeo,, 7e,,.,

frlenda. it Ml' be a r r lhaa ve l11WC1ne .•• rt I aa rtcht ln \hie laterprel \ton, 

what• glortou.a rlYilege S.1 re ned. tor \he free people of \he Ullt.lel S , •• 

the onl7 oout17 vh1oh hae giYD olYll ua4 rellclCMa• rtchle lo the Jev1 etul 

vl\h all o\her 1ecla, the olll~ ooot17 vhloh baa ao\ ereea11t \hell, 



to b el ct 4 and oint 41 i •t1n«uiahed in ro ecy • ~iw n tion, vh1oh at a , . 

• 11 pr ent to the Lor Hie choeen alld trod.den-don le an4 

ve the IQ1' tor their r e ,or t1on to Zion.• ord.eoal anul Boeh'• vord.•• too, 

e \o ve been touched. vilh ophec7. 
1t 11 ot interest to note ,ht, or4eca1 an11el oah'• chaapiontn,; of 

Zlonie Yo ed the tirat ftt 1- cal• en\1-Z1onlat re ction. I\~ fro■ lb.• 

Gr d bbi of ri1, who ha4 been 1Pit • ong other,, 1t7 Mr. cab to 1ene aa 

con1aat.oner to iniater tu elate whioh he intended \o etabliah in Ara.rat. 

ote in • lf ot hbl elf and the Chiet bl,l ia London the toll 1ac: • e 

deolare t t eoording to oar clop•• Go4 alone lmove th epoch ot \he 

I1raelittah r e tor t1on, \ht he al.on vil Mb ii knovn to the whole univer•• 

b¥ •igne en ir 17 aneQ.u1Tocal, d th ev ey tt•nt on our rt tor 

vith an.r llt1c l tional design ia for tot htch ,r eon 

t h divine jest7. Mr. , ,u l•r e11,ea, 

•ble 

inat 

t ithf11l t o he r1nc1 lea o ~1111.1LOJ1 1a. t \iiche4 \o lhe ooan \rt.•• 

where the7 4vell 

and pro\ c\ion, not \o tr \ ere Jea, the ob.111 r1cal c n ul te of a 

ptttldo restorer." '!'here 1, l• - th whole an,1-z1on1a, argwa nt in nu,aull. 

The gen r t1on in hioh th• 2) J viah r•f~ .. troa n.111 landed. 1n 1euv 

\er , • a k, a,or.v, aDd tr le p rlod la Jevlah h110171n ope. 

fhe ou\atan41ng nol1t1cal venta of\ t, \lM wre \he 'l'htr,7 Te a ar *'-* 
ol911sl in 1648, and the Oo11ack lle'belllon ~leb )MM in 1648. '!'he toner 

Tlolmq 4iarupte4 \he 11.f'e of eaten K\ll'op-.. Jew7 and illpoveriahecl 1,, lhe 

latt•r cru. h and 4eolutecl ~ol1ah JeWf.7 in one ot the ao horrt\le ,rec.ate• 

in our hi to17. 

Throuchout the tiral halt ot the aeven,euth cenl\117, lhe Jeve of O ~ 

were 10.bjec\ d \o all th haa111 line re• rlo\ione of \he Dark Jc• of -.U-Ope. 
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he d l 

Gel'II&" J. 

• w r •till on. the @fonation had Yail-1 · th 11\tle. !he 

r etill h ddled 1 petto~•• b nded wit tbe 7 llow dge, T1ct1 -

11 d b7 exces iT \axation, rad ■abJected t ite ••nt popu r outb r•t 

fbe Thirty Tear War arked ,h tl vhPn J w-q in luro r ch it 1 

riot■• 

• ebb • 

. Coe ck a rieinc~ 1n th mi l• of the• ••nt• nth cent r17 bro the 

back t Poli eh J wr7. lhe Coeeaclt hori , 1 b7 the c11nn1 n ru thl oed&n 

lbmi eln1 t 1, id. ci by far r■ • n\ b7 th lhan ot•i , event OT r the h le 

ot r in•, brincinc death nd cl. e,ru.ction vith th••· Tolb7Dia a POdolia 

wer oo ult in \h onraeh1ng tide of th nthl • n e who Wf9r., ~nt 

upon th inat1on of all Pol~ and Jew an who ~x~e, th ir r c •• \n 

■oat and ••Tac• •1•• 1or ne rly two 1 r•, in 16 e nd 149, th• terror 

r•1 ne It 1• eattuted tb.P.t 300 J~w1 h c nitie wer~ cl. troy~ n t t 

00, 000 J ! ~!.~'!,!I t th& 7ear1 1 ft a o r 

on the ul of o11•h J l lft-1~• w di inva 1 ne 

too l ac , acldin« new a - -·--· t lGpe of i l 

cata ro h •• Thie w ckgrou ain t vhich e • oul Ti th 

fir t • ttl• nt of ~ew• in bat 1 \ ay \he Uait~d at of Ae•rl • 

Th • • nte n\b c atuJ7 •• Te'f7 r Tor ble to the ~r• of tent M•• ianto 

hop• one\ e J of Pol n4, nd th Je ot w \ern rop•• Th Sh& 1 et 1 

Z Ti ovea nt in t.h . ai le of the o 11t•17 to rul Poli h Jewr7 bl 1 • bT01':en, 

intellect 117 ancl aplritaall7 •xhaaa\ed, at• din M lo••• r to 

rece1T rq •••ace which proaie d. ••1ft n ir cal011• • re• e fro l t• 

att.rlnc. Ne111an1c expeotati na ran hip al o aao raa11 Jewr,. 01 cir 1 Ton 

laaeln rit • in her m oire, •It 1 41ff1cal to deecr1b@ \he J07 with ich 

th let\ r (fr \h ••' \ell1ng et Sbab t 1 l•T1) ve r c•1TP 1n bare.• 

o t.he • e ho fl 4 tr-o■ hail to Hollu4, 11k I1 c .Abo b, caae t " nl 

ad.h rent• of bbetai Z.T1. th•• N a ■lan1c e ct tin• h 4 1 ortant 1 torte 

cone oa no tn~ofar •• th.,- corr pon4•4 with ai■ilar •• lan1c •tr1Tinc• 1n the 

0hr1et1 n worl. 



Cbri ■ tenao, too, in the ••••n\e nth c ntur7, wa~ in th• idet of• t 

cont aion nd conflict, nd tha ■ tic ■o• nt• 1ch b n 1• lt n ou~ly vi\h 

efor ion continued 1th 1ncr a 1~ t o throachout th~ n@nteent c ntuey. 

The wer all !illPd with apo l7T1tic Yi i on it ~ erp ct tion~ ft e •~cond 

OCll1 of Chri t, and th• r~t•rn of th .. J ' R to tb~ 017 Land. It 

C t d to th 017 

D r 117 

follow-

1 

th 

th ir con••r i on to Chrl tianit7 t r c e th,. cond c 1nr.: f J n4 

t a bl 1 hllent of hi.- k1 ngdom. th•• •tro r 11 1011 r4! r th 

for th op o• nturn of th J we to ngland, following n eh n Ir •1'• 

mi i on tc Or vttll . 

of th• Chr1 tian my tic• ct , tr n c • t th Unit t t~ and 

bro 1th th th ir concP.ption~ of th 11 eniu nd th ir b l14!f int• 

ti c of \b Bb1- w ne.\ion. the@ li t, 1ch 

7 

wer 1 u.o el ta ht 1·t t the 

reli thoupt-pa a n 1m~ortant f ctor 

in the W¥ ception which iY n to 

oar p • l to th Aaeri lA\ance in the Pet bl1 ha nt o t . 

ata.te of I rel. 

I epo e of th r ltcio• laackcroun ot th o .1 • who c 

fonn ti• r • •• of American coloniz tion which roT d f Tor bl tc 

reof cour•• lo olitical f ct.ore. !h •~ • ~ rel,cto•~ ct I Purit n• 

and AM pt.1 •t , brouch\ wt th th•• • a corollar7 of lh t,. 14M of r 11 ioa• 

cone ta of fr edoa fro. poll ti al t7r n•• '1-i@nd cf 

,e oc OD ooca,1oD foy- e\ \h r•l 1 lc•11 orl in of h,_ d oc ti r v l tin 

tn \h \ rn orld. Mod rn d oc w • orn ou\ ot the ., tr r lt 1 •• 
!r in th 11x\eenlh and @TP.nt•~nth c n\urit. ~t of t •'nccl• 

th r ■ tr othar Ylctori • tor DI olttic 1, concalc, th•• 

wh n, ia\hfl! t ht @nth c~n\u , lh@ tov. 1nc fa\h~r" f ORT' int 

the Declar tin of Iacl nd. DC@, 1 W@ old tbe • \r•\h to be lf-••14 ti tha\ 
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all m~n are ere \ed naal; that t ey r n4ow by th 1r Ore \or v1t e rt in 

aD.P-11 nable right•,• th• ver~ et• ng nol1t1c 1 ex r •1 n to hat 

re11 

ibl 1 authority by 11th~ rring r@li 1ou •~0\ ri n f t P 1 h i 17th 

centur1 • ' en o r f'ou.nd i fath•r• prool 1 ~d t t re 1 t nc to tyr n\ 1• 

o di nc to God; or when thy ncr ~@du on the 1 rt7 1 t@ l 1cal 

l rel 1 Ye hall roclal~ lib r'7 thro out th 1an nto •11 t ~ inh bi\ nt• 

th r ct;• or wh~n rr n 11n nd J !fer~on, 1n rafti l f th~ Uni te4 

Stat • engr Ted on 1\ the ficur of Moft ~. th fir@t e anc1rator of he 

tlan too n t O ebore of the•• Sa and eau edit vat r to CTPrwhP-1 thP. 

hi host, they wee ar■be..lllng r•l1 

vrit their pol1t1c 1 re olatJ~n. fh~ e r~ligio 

!re c. hich wer •~~oci ted in the 1 d of th 

an • ther for 

in er ti th t elidte 

roY ao trP.11endouel7 h 

in, of 1 ho 1 ter CA ft t 

fr011 1 nd of oppre 1cn and tyr DDT• ny of th~ ere t 

~n •th rit• to under

of hnm n 

C t th~ir influence 

the d~c" 1 y,- hour 

t ~ ~ !Ir r "hail~d 

el•• m@ 'b@r of 

nati c.nality crou, vh1ch had~ fer~4 frem lien 4o■1nati n end~ lit tt,n. 

the r1 ht of lt-4et ra n ticn, t ,. right to be an 

p opl• "1ch N .. in@ntl.7 .. o th ri htl~ ·• le~ of \h~ vorld h d ilfere4 

0 ch throu« th• lone centurl • 

h co• mm nl of \he Un1\e4 Sta\••• r fleoting \h 

of it c1t11 ne, wae, \h•r fore, not nwillinc to help a fr•~ 1\ cold, 11 

OI r •• d p~o1l • and a1nor1t71ro• who w r etnglinc for \heir right• or 

\heir na\1 ual 1D4• n ence. Appeal• aaa t,o o•r 1o••n111eat t.hroacho t tile 19th 

c ntur7 

and. @l o 

\o c • t.o th1 cl 1 tr • 11 pa \11 ot th wor14, 

l ow.r 1o••r ent t r. a '-•at ear tc, Ill•• 
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In th •true le of liberation of th• GrePb frca Turkieh ral@, ot the 

frcm a\rian do inion and of Pol~ fro Osaria\ iu••i, th Han,~r1 

of th 

peo l~, 

er1can co••r e ,, retlecttnc h• OT rvhelminc ~nti■ ni ot the •rtcan 

efin1,el7 With the r~Tolut1on1•\ a ain t t7raDD7, a d o r oT~rn-

ent Ti nee it in ■ 8¥•• I I 11 ther fore not t 11 urpri •• n« t t the 

Congr••• of th United I t adop,e4 -a Joint re olati n in 1922 t Tori th 

••t bli• nt in Pl@ tine of nati o l ho for the J~wi h p~o l , n reaff1 fill 

it o it1on in 1944. It 1 not urpri inc t t t \vo mtJor ol t · c 1 T&r 1•• 

of r country incla4~ in\ e1r art7 platform• in l A4 a ~1•n J wilh 

· e 1 !er u~ or\ 

r C i v ch r ad.7 and h~2rty endore •~nt fr \h eriean ele~ • th f!r1ran 

.re • f 0 ov more nd 1 1 la.tor througho•t th@ ti " • 1n f et, 11 

•~cti o • ot 11eri r.sn tblt c op1n1 on;-

I b 11 fl!Tft \h t thi 11 1 atill 

ex1 t • er and t, ertt • 4 conf•• on 1 t nd■ 

of of oar fellow ci ~ h t hietorie, rta.11 io l y n4 

polit call otiY&t d attltu4 or od vil cont1ue ani ·ill, I\ 11 T, continue 

1nd.ef1n1tei,. 0..r 41fficalt1•• ••r• neTe • 1th the eric n pl • but "1th 

cert in narrow ••ctiona in IOY•rna nt circl•• ho, tor on r a,on or anoth•r• 

nder pr••• of en croup or another, r 111\ed the l citi ate clai of our 

■OT eat. In pit• of th••e oenler or re 1•tanoe in coyeruent circle, ,he 

hi•toric tact to l,e kept in ■ ind alwqa 1 tbat the A■erlcan 10Yernaen\ 41 finall7 

r 117 too r 1 • nd Toted. and encour ce4 o\her n t1 n• to Tot 1th it. in 

oY b r, 1947, for th acceptance of th • Jori\ r• or\ ot \h0 Uni\ tiona 

Speci l Coa■i• ion on Pale t1u which recOllllen4~d th @•t bli~h■ nt of n 

ini n4 nt • te or Jr ~l 1a a rt of Pal@etine. Vhil !t iw \ne that a 

renr" 1 of \hi 0~1,1on on th pat of ow.r oTel"Dll a\ took plac in Marc of 

th follo 1 r o .. , our T l"Dll n\ 



-
f. 

JleTiewinc the etor7 of \h lat ~o year,, I 11•• \ t th J w of 

eri a ha•• I"@ aon to b• rowl of th con,ribllt i on• which th !&de to ertcan 

life and o! nner in which th 7 • " \he oa••• f Ja i• , the Jew11h 

coamu. it o 

r bqiDninc her W@N huble, re the b c1nn1 of 11 •o 1,- 0 

C e t • ahoree. ,e 117 thro h th • •• an N ldl in th lat 

100 • re, our nua r8 incr• d nd w~ c •~ t • ar ~ gerl ~ r ful.17 in 

th rowin and eTo Yi lit of Alt rtca. Oar -p oplfl 1-caa• 1 n c, tloo t 

c 11 ren of th. ••w orld, and in 1erYic~ n4 deYotlon, lay 1 ~n roud c1\ ~n• 

oft Unit~4 tat•. !he7 " it patrlotlcall7 1n p eP an in r. Th 1 

m de er 41\ le contrlbutione to 1tR ■at rial ro rit7, it olit cl nd 

eoc1 l rocr• , 1t c~atic in t1tot1o •• to 1 bor n 1ndu~tr7, 

aci nee, lit rat· r~, n h 1lanth1"0 1o 

c1al ncie and. 1n•tl tutio 1 hand nor-J wi h 11 • 

he av bf! th colorful, uni • n 

n bl 0 1c which i Aa r• be road. 

hr are, in 117 Ju 0'11 r • • of which th ~ic DJ wiah 

it · ha r••on to ent rt in t ~11nc of pride. la \h~ fir t lac, ericaa 

Je i n t 1 nor or forcet their rel1c1ou• berlt •• '1'he7 r in~ f 1thful to 

it. Upon th -hor • of \b n w l nd the bail\ th~1r 17DaCogu , \h ir hool , 

n \ 1r ine,itatlone of Je 1eb l arnlnc whta haY alvq •'°41 d th \ 1c 1 

id 11:l ancl \h of lit of r r p~o l. fb roe•• 1 oontinui with ~t 4 

Tic<>r ill our own 4a7. !her 1111 , of coar• , neh roo■ tor 1 roT • n\ in th• rttl1a1o.• 

lif of or o l@, th r 11 int• r llct uM 11r• or 1 of or ·@llow c1t11 ne. 

fber 1 • ch to be done ln th1 of ■onopo 1 ri t@r1al int r t, bJ wa7 

of int n tf7in tb• p1rit or r ltci n ■o or peo 1• and 1 J'OT t nc1 

of r 11 ioa in ,action t •r o th. It D4 larc, ow• , , • r1 n 

J wlah co nl\7 ha■ b n 107 1 to 11• r 11cio herit •• 11 o .- of v 

pol, 1a c•rt in er1od.• ■ore oth "• trtft 4 awa7 fro■ \betr 

l1 ~ J 



hA • crn• factor 1eh m 7 w~l • "8 a a ~ource of ~rid t u• 1 that 

th• ~rican J W1Ah co•nanitJ; ha ball\ up throu ht• y r nobl 1n t1tut1on1 

of }11 nthroty nd huan • "tc•. Th r~ 1 hardlt J l•h e u 1 7 int• 

t te tocla7 which do not o eeA it• aot of ~l~~mo 7Da in tit tione 

ancl ocial • oa~ tor th• a d, f 

ei 1 c~ t rs. 11 cf th•• r 1 1na th trad1t1on°1 huaenit7 of 

1 1cfl , 

le. 

Th Jeva of A P.rica proved to b pion r in aite nu.mber of 11 nt ro ic 

field . It ha be8n a g n rou1 cou~n1t1 , r lly alert to th• r epon ib1litte 

or t n dy nd the 1atr fl in t .-1 r id at. M n7 of 011 aon and a hter■ , 

t out of protorti n to ur nwn r1, ertt foun aaonc th braT , f lri ta 

o! our coun ry ho to~, for eoc1 1 J atic•• the richi• of labor, nd 

ind! DI of th• uderprl ileced. 

h third ff. ctor to w '1 e11 

1 • t,h ect. 

fhey h~lped th in th ir ne 4■• fhe7 oam@ to th lr d fpn • wh n at ck d. !be 

pour dot t 1 in 107, 1 to 

the• 1 h tradition f cne u1T r• J J vi h CC1111anit7 v •r~1n 1 

TA on ibl onA for nother. 

r1 n Je 1 eomaun1t 1• bl to oin\ vith ri 

t !ao\ that h nth hi tor1c ao■@n, ~r c n~\1.IIMtion of our 1114n1 l 

to 

tonal 

hop rriY 4, Ame lean Je • ra111~d al o ta., en~ n t t t •k of ·ildinc 

th et t.e of I a.nd \h 1 ha 

llfl . 1 ! t r-1 • t 1 nc \h n. 

cont. 



tor f tur• hi•torian• w o conclu ion■ will not b •l nt-4. I 

b7 ja ndi * rt int r et. Jut t b~11~T • n t b~lieY 

u , or ,., i d cl 

a. • 111 

v1t @, th t without \he rf191 rkabl r 1171 of tb fore f 1"1c- n J w in 

the cri ti 1 ar• which r ced~ t ~ etabli hll n of th t t • without th ir 

aon: nt CtiTiti in rou 1 nd ■ar h 1 ing • lie opin on in thi c untey. 

itho t their forceful ol1t a 1 ac\1Y1t7, nd 1tho t th ir c n ro OU\ OU inc 

port. the t ~t ot 1 r 1 old no hav of• ba nee n financial 

••t bli h • lbie is not t t the ntir~ cre41t fort 1 ■ heroic achieT -

ment t • iY n to th rlcan Jewieh co anitJ' - far fr o it. DT 1 ort n, 

fore•• rner in the final achieY nt. din tbr. fiT t 1n•tance h h rote 

••lf- ■aer1f1c on th~ part of the !1 htlnc Je • of Pal@ tine. ut t r ctr n• 

that olitic 1 Y1ctor18• v 1ch cuht1nat•d in th d~c1 io ot the Un1t•4 

• t1 on • nd 1 th 

wer~ due. in a Y ry larc ot th rie n Jewi b 

COIIII 1t7. 

It hould be not~d 6 t1tu t ~ ~ri n J 1 h 

had b n ~harpl7 41Y1d don th~ 1••u o loni • n 

tor an,- 7 ar •beet with th~ clamor ot ideologtc 1 c ntroT~r 7, n th 

d e1 ■1T o ent arr1Y~d, 1t r 111 

oli rity wa vid~ c~d tin ~ xt ord1na o 111t t1o ri an 

J w in beh lt ot th J vi h Co•onv~alth at th~ eriean J 1 h Cont r nee 1n 

S t ber, 1943, an4 ag in in th h1•t rio 1~•r of 1947. ••n tho■ or fu• 4 

to abl • bjr th 4ec1 ion of th 1943 oonfereec wer found in .h~ d~ci 1•• hour 

107 117 ct1•• in th r n of th v.ppor "r c r t • ca • 

Thi fact 1181' well • r•• to an ncou .,... nt tor the f ,ar•• Therfl> 1 u 

h 1a\orS. en•• aaoac ov people which a ert• 1, elf c01111aa41DC17 in a 1,1ca1 

•"oonla17 aDI 

tor all J 1 h 1 4er in ,h f tv • ~ thtt a1p1f1 n of 41 rt ion of 



op1D1 OD OU p O 1 held not b 4er • 1 .. t or 

OT r- eti■at either. O.r lead - hold v t eonfid nc an h 1 ■ tor1c 

erapectiv~ tor ali1e that Wh n cnat 1• u c 11 for cl ci 1on, th r elll nc 

r1 n Je will b to ton th 1d of all t t 1 conetructiY~, 

for ard.-loo J'or at •ueh 0 nta 1 t 1 not hta,oric, an inc in Jevieh life. 

ble~-ef1n1 \ion 1 ol 11•• vh1ch o 1 nto plq, bat n4 n ,: u 

co11r 1nc. too, 11 the fact th t the American J wiah com 1t7 ha b n 

abl ro UC 1 dere when 1 .._dera ,,. whether in th ti ld of r li ion, 

aoc1 l •• Tic , OT ecluc tion, or l r in Oil?" aOTNlflD\ of national r 1 nee. 

Th • lea •r• •e et froa 11 ale t J wtah 11f, t c th& rich nd tht1 poor, 

fro l bor n ca it 1, fro■ cat1v -born nd 1 icr nt. !b C e frOll the circl • 

of th Ort odox, th Cona " iv, nd t ora. !h ca H t J 1 an of the 

Jwi•h p 1 wa11 abl• o draw r • on e, • ort, n4 1 4• ehip fro 11 ctior • 

of o r '!'hi 1 d 1n th r toe • 

0 C crou ha, OD. 1 h •~~io•, and th tiDT 

ot le 1 1 
I 

0 1 . 1, •r P • cttrn rt o 

vo ld be v@ll n in ■at 1 recri i tion, 

o,ir v r1 g te co••n 1 11f• in r a•onable r •tr 1 t, 1n tu.al r ect, 

lwa • • of un4ere\and1nc a cooJ•r tin. !her Dff r will nifo 1 t1 1n 

er1c n Jewi•h 11.te. !be1e •n be n a • v.at• au wor abl ui t • 

• are 011 t.he 

\hrnhold of th foarth. In no other coun\17 on ar \h ha•• o•r ~ople be n 

priTil• e t 9°'07 ao lone a ~riod. t unin\ern t.ed. an p••o•f l 4w llliw 

• r. In no other coun\ oft' worl • 1nc .. th Dia r lo, ve or 

p opl• Jo7 a con\inuou period t ~00 1 "ot eq a11,, fr•~dom, an 

1 di 111 ,1 • or 11 thie bo\lld b 

grat ful to ind. rOT14.enc nd. to th trad.1 tion t t 1 ac1oue 1 D4. or 

all thi w ~h u b• t 117 r eolT 4 to coatr1b \ 
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a h&D4 to the pr•••r• tlona o! th• cr•t tr 41t1on and 1net1tut1one of thi• 

countJ"T, nd to the nh nc ent and enricbll nt ~fit• c ltar 1 1 ri t l ife. 

What of the futareT l bel1ne t t the tutu 1• rich in ro • fr th 

Aaeriean Jewi h c01111uni t7 it t.he ca\ atro~e of r do • not hAltt r t • euri t7 

and 1 •• • a inorit7 v a hel le• atn■ t h raT 

hie· 

the 

ar nd economic d ~• tone • 1 eh. lht 1•~n ft c 

of 

nd COD 1 

It 11 e 

r'T 

b111\7, 

ric n JeVi comaunit7 111 •o•• torwa 4 nd ••~1 • t 

cultur l n rel1g1ou lit 1¥1. inatitut1o nd will ak rt · ~ tr1b tic• 

to the ot l l ife of All~rtea nd world J~vr7. Jf th@ A ri~n Je of thfll cainc 

d ca• c rr7 on u int~rn ,~ 1 D4 with wtadom ftCl d1ecr1 lnatton, utti~ 

fir t t 1 fir,. and aoe ntaltin the o,1t1T and 1n41 n• bl nt J'J)ri • 

of J i■ h lit~, th~7 111 llak thi• th- nu rte 17 lare~•t J•Wi•h c it7 in 

the or , aleo one of th r t ■ t 1n t nd eholareh1 • 

ndanc r o 

•• 1 11.&ti nlat \ ndenci 

~a•R in ot er rte of 

relax& ion ot 

1• or lib nt• 

The rie&D Jewiah cauaun.1 t7 111 ••niv• if it 111 r• in fa.1 ,hfo.l to 

th bt.eia o ot J viah e; le\enc - th an e of gro p wol1d rit7, of o 1 hoo4. 

or b lon inc to an hie\or1c Jevieh couuni t7 tch ca • aoroae 11 " and • o • 

ud. 1ch 1• c nt r 4 in life coTenant vi th th e\ rna1 rinct 1 t Jad.al•. 

n4 1th ni Ter• 1 I ■rael. Ta AiD rtean Jevteh co•naai '7 of toaorrov wtl draw 

atre th fr conti1u1•4 and iuor .. •fHl cul ta l n4 ep r1 t 1 c tact• vl th J rael. 

I r l 

•1th th 

r v cutur 1 and spirt t1l 1 •lre~\h la th contact• 

rtcan Jewi• c ... n1'7 if thl• eo•naal\7 •111 'beco •1 1. ot,en in 

the pa t, J@Vieh life in Pal•al1n• wae Nplentahed 'b7 ptrl \ 1 a Clll taral 

infl enc•• c0111n« fr J w1 h cent r• oate14• ot Pal trllne. lo\h Jaclai 

the en-ew lanpc a\ ti• ha4 to tr 1• for• ntv 1 n•n in P 1 \in•• 

A\ th1• ••r7 \l■e Juul•• 1• pa •1nc \hrou&b a •~ n oriel ot adJueta nt in 

Ir el. 
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The gui. 1 pr1nc1,l hould be axi l partic1 &tion 1 n A rica li f n XiNl 

pvort vot1on to it 

of I rael; th 

4ia or, 

ct J 

or••· nd ecurity, alon,; wit eaxi l int r •tin 

idinc obj ctiv both for th J@Vfl in Am rlc nd th r t of th• 

11 of th J W8 in thP- S te ot ! 

1ch Elon~ h v 1Y nm an1 nd lo 

~1. ho db th 1urv1 a1 

to our hi tor7. 

I d that th .,-.o • will be th~ 1n•t1t tion ria rll7 r on•ible 

for th aurvl l of the @r1CE:n Jewieb coam 1t7 1\ ha b en r onwibl 

for c r urviv 1 thro· hot our D eperaion. To fulfill th1 ta , the ,-naco • 

et eco • ch more a lac or rel1 i ed ticn \~nit h ~ b n her tofore. 

•••nil! atu.r of thia Jevi hr l1g1ou eduction 1• th t aching of th 

Heb • l u , in vh1 ch our r li iou cu tur ha 11oet bn ully ~ re e4 

o Je iah co•anit-7 ever atarv1 d for lon h1ch i norecl Hebre • 

Jevi co ally to J Wiah lit .. ich did not foet r 

th br 1• not onl1 th r o itor1 

of o r 0 t lor1 ua o ttrtal 1 n t !"UJII nt for 
I', 

rocr~ n r n,,wal n,3 •nion nd th C~ in 0 c nt1n t7. 

'1' br lang th wa on with "1\1ch to II& ttttr down th• 

1ri n int 11 ctu.al 11 of the h tto. It •• the hichwa7 long tch 

ov.r ~o into th~ o4 rn worl4. On.~ not, of co e, think of r 

nattcn 1 r rly Hibbat Zion da 

MY• of •t and. v1cto17 withoot thtnkinc of th 'brilliant plaxy ot H br v 

writ r • in ir d an au ta1n 4 it. 

It are th1nk1n& ot 07 cal tural link in thfP future bet, n Iara l and. th 

el •• of th 1a pora, then • et, b thinkiDC int • ot tbe R br 1 

ell able to r a4 th l&JlC'l&C in bich 

t.h ! t r cultural ere ti on ot I r el will be oaat.. 

o , \h AID rl•n Jewi•h c ui t7 or toaorrow 111, in \h main., • 

what, r ·an J • will aak it. rnal ••v• 7 from 11•• to ti■• be 

aa eiv, \ t h~ in rnal ot1•a ic1111 will clwtve. It, hov.14 b r 
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ihat alvqa i va no\ external coapul ion nor pere8cu\1on nor hi• orio 

4ial ctic w.ich k•p\ the Jewiah eopl al1Te, b t fierce, et1ft-nec ed ol n, ri , 

flovi I ou\ of a profou4, tr•• ar 4 and~• tl7 beloT d fa1\h nd • n • ot 

reli 10 deRtin,. GiYen d Toled and ell-inf or @4 la er hi nd ad a.at 11,;ioae 

\raini C of oar )o ou th, v~ aq look to \h~ f ' of th .6e ric n wl co ani\7 , 

bar 1n a trou• reTolutio J7 ch DC in th ""-' tructka- of J.m ri <' n 0 ent 

nd. 0 t7, Vi th goo m••nr• of eonf14ent ho •• 

--

w 
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Christopher Col us be n his ·ournal of is first voya i th th· follov ing 

ords : " fter the panish onarchs had expelled all the J is from all their kin doms 

and lands in J nu.ary, in the ame month t y co ssioned me to undertake the o 

to India with a properly equipped fleet . " Thus C ·stopher olumbus , who as hims lf 

of m i h descent, connects his manentous voya of discovery th the expul ion of 

the J s from 0pain . He did not know , of course , of hat would fall thee exiles , 

nor cold he foret 11 that centuries lat r there o 1 ri e i t e e •orla a 

co unity of Jes ny times the size of th community hich as exp lle fr~ the 

yreneean penins la an that this comn1uni ty ould, in substanti 1 i , be 

responsible for the in athering of any other exiles from many parts of thee rth 

in a econstituted Je • h s 

voy e of di covcry, and 

c·easin n ers to the 

of Je· 1s re settl din ra 

Fortu ese captured it fran 

$ 

e O ) " 
~I':!,"/ 

ith Columbus on s 

in in-

/2) vcn of r fu e . 

nteenth c ntury 

Tho c- n 

tch and forced these Jes to flee for 

n the 

efu 

from certain per~ cution to other p rts of the e ,orld or back to Holland , fro 

ich some of them had come . 

The t ·enty-thre . Je s who arriv on th t . Charles in ieuw A sterdam in 

1654 ere not the irst Je~s ho had put foot on th soil of ht as some d y to 

b com th nitcd tates of erica . 

It is of in er st to note t,hat man of tho .. ,e ho c e to the le \ ·orld wanted 

to establish J ish colonies . 'hus , in 1652, the Dute est India Com ny anted 

to Joseph unez de ons c1a and others tr'ct of land in th islan of Curacao 

to found colony of Jp sin that island . In 1659 a si ilar rant as made by 

the r nch e8t In ia vo p ny to avid a si , a ortu ese 

colony in Cayenne . 1h r is on record a ·int de in 1654 y 

, .bo fo a J ish 

.c.n li h 
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overnment to the people of th H .brel nation that ar , to go to th -.. ild coast. 

Th idea 0£ stablishing nat:onal co unity settl, ent 1 the e orld ·as 

widel 1 ccepted and th Jes sought to do hat oth r nationality oups • re doing. 

hey anted to be i th their 0,1n and among their o n and in position to practice 

their faith an, their 

control. 

oup customs under conditions hich they themselves could 

In 1783 a memorial ass nt by e an Jes to the president of the Continental 

'on ess asking to be inform don 'I t terms a body of r n J s of about 2,1 

families .i ht settle in this country. In 1819 a ( . •. D. obinson on London, 

Encl.and , ?roposed sc eme for a lar e ewi h set tle ent in pper d.ssippi and 

·ssouri territory . vo serve as a place of ecurity and opportunity for th per-

secut d and oppressed Jews or- ope . The non-Jc s ho ished to 

e~tablish in th l '. e .. orld me Je ish state . In 171 9 

ice e Saxe, ho as ce to become a ·n - I m 

now q oting -'-rom The on lo kin17 round 

him as he fo nd all thrones occ pied h cast his eyes u n that nation which for 

1700 years had neither overei nor co ntry . 1ni s extraordinary project occupied 

his attention for a consid rable time . The most notable project , of course , for 

the establ.shment of the Je ish state in the orld as , of course , that of 

ordecai anuel oah, forenost ember of th Je·ish com.~unity of his ay , who , in ~ept . 2, 

1825, i th impressi v ce:-e om.es la <l tl .. e foundat~.ons or the cornerstone for the 

city of Ararat on Grand Island in the ia ra River near Buffalo . It is of int t 

to note that ordecai anuel oah 1s ori •·na intention as to establish a sh 

state in lestine . He the first real Zioru.st on the A erican continent . ,!hen 

he became conv·nced that th r storation of alestine as not imme ately f asible , 

he resorted to the i ea of a ewish t te on r nd I land as a prelimi ry to a 

r storation of the , lestine state . ot ng c . of his project, of course , but 



ordecai uel .toah, in spite of the reb s hie he uf er d a the ridicul 

to ch he as subjected, i not abandon the Zionist e • JS late a 18L5, 

e find . oh addressin istian au ' i c in the cit• of York p alin 

for the restoratio of the J sh nation . In thi .... ad 'ress h stated, "I confl e tly 

believe • n the .re tor tion of the Je s and in 'e col!L..ng of t e : ssiah, and • elioving 

that political vents m- daily as ·uming s pe hich y finall lea to that eat 

advent , I consider it a dut· to call pon the free p opl of this country to aid 

us in any efforts hich in our resent osition it a be i pr~dent to adopt . And 

I have the most abidin° confidence in their good ·11 a.d friendly fe -lings in 

aidin to restore us to libe.:ty and inde n ence . " 

In thats address K. 'oah eclared , "The olitic 1 events in yria1 

t, urkey, n " ssia indicate the d important revolutions 

hie a facilitate the ---~~•=-~~::•" A in h declared, "En a d 

.ust possess t as af her possessions in In,· a 

thro gh the 1.ed ea , then ,,?V'.~.,ioi,a-b the .. uss·· a po sessions and 

gypt, reverts to itu le ritinate proprieto sand for ·Ge safo&y of th surrou.ding 

nativns , po,eriul, ealt y , indepc.dent and enterprising people are placed there 

by ad ith the consent o the hr·stinn ~owera and ·:th t eir id and a ency the 

land of r~rael passes once ore into the po sessio o t escenclants of bra am. 

" 1hile ta ho re n resent may sup ose that , e s 11 not livo to he r f the 

triumphant succes of this proj ct , yet my frien sit ay be nearer than ~ ima ne ••• 

If I ri ht in this interpretation, hat a loriou prjvile i r erved fort 

free o le of th nited tntes , the only coun ry hi.ch h s ·v n civil n 11 ous 

riglts to the J seq al ith all other ects , t only country hich has not perse-
. 

cuted them, select d and po·ntedly stin sh 3 in prophecy as the nation , ich 

at a proper t· , shall present to the Lord F~s chosen n trodden- down people 
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and pave the way for their r storation to Zion . u 

It is of int rest to note that ordecai anuel Noah's first championing of 

Zionism evoked the first full scale anti- Zionist expression on the p rt of the 

rand 1 abbi of Pari , ho had been invited, ong others , by • oah to s rve 

as a commissioner to adninister to administer testate : ich he had est blished 

in Ararat . In a letter in 1825 addressed to • ·oh, ' bbi braham Abraham de 

Colo e wrote in behalf of himself and the Chief 1 b is at London the fol ouin , 

hile .f sing the o cnts: "e declare th t accordin to our do s , o lone 

' nows the epoch of the Israelitish restoration , that he alone 1ill make it known 

to the 1hole universe by i gns entirel unequivocal , nn that every attempt on our 

part to re ssemble ith a 

hi h treason gainst t e 

olitical t tiona 

Israelites , faithful to the f 

the countrie.., ·here they d (n': e 

enjoy ·b·rty and . rotectio~ ot to t 

of a pseudo resor r . " 

sin is fo. idden as an act of 

ments under ich they 

t t chi_merical cons late 

1'he period hen the 23 Jerlsh refugees from azil landed in li.eu A sterdam 

was a dark, stormy, and tra c period in Je sh history in ope . The outstanding 
clos d 

politic 1 events of th century ere the ·rty Years ar , ·hich Dll9UI in 16 8, 

nd the Cossac bcllion hich be n in 1648. he former unsettled the life of 

C'ierman Jewry and impov r lshed it , t:1c latter cru:...!lt: a 1 d cimnte Polish Jewry 

in one of the .. ost horrible tr eedies in our history . 

Throu 1hout the irst half of the seventeenth century, t Jm·s of any ere 

subjected to all the humiliatin restrictions of the Dar · A ea of urope . he 

iddle Age wer still on . h efo tio1 ha~ av iled the litt le . ~h German 

Jes were still huddl din hettoes, bran ed ith y 11 bad , victimized by 

excessive taxation , an eubject d to fr q ent pp lar outburst an riots . he 



' hirty Years .ar mark d t e ti 

The ecs ack uprisin s in th 
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en u aism r ached its lowest ebb. 

ddle oft s vente th century roke t ck 

of olish Je,-ry. It 1as called by the Je.s the third destruction, alike in e o ty 

to th arlier to. Cossack hordes, led by the cunning and ut less 

aided by Tartars sent by th Khan of Crimea , ~ ept ov r the hole of the U aine, 

brin • ng deat and destruction • th them. ohenia and 0 1olia ,ere soon en ulf d 

in the onr Rhing tides of the ruthless ands ho v re bent upon the cxte i tion 

of Pol s and Je s an l ho xec ted th ·r urpos most terrible and sava e ys . 

or nearly t10 ye re, in 16L an 49 the terror rei ed. Jt i e ·t· ated tha 0 

Jeltish co.:' ·runi ties were estroyed a d that 300, 0 Je ,s e massacred. ri: h hastly 

e:<p rienc s of th se ye .., left a car on the >Ul of Polish Jeury. Fiv ;Jars 1 ter 

the Russian and edish i 

lo , catalo e of n~ ti n 

• e sevente th cent 

essianic o s among th 0 

rea ters tote lr.ady 

spr ad of ~{ivid 

11 the Je ~ of 

estern .urope. he Sbabbetai evi foun Polish Jewry bl eeding, brok.n, intellectually 

an spiri tu lly exhausted, steep d in ... essianic lor , e ,r to . ecei VP. any ess 

hich pr~ tlsed dft ~a • raculous rJm its suffer·n . ssianic expectations 

ran ·gh, too, amon n J ,,ry. Gluckel von neln ,,, i tes in r emoir , "It 

is ·fficult to escrib th joy it. hich the 1 tt rs ( ·ro. the .ast telling of 

Shabb tai Zevl) e rt:lc.;;ived in Ha,bu!'g. 

l!, 0 

~nterestingly enough, Christen om, too, in t.e eventeenth century as in the 

t of vat cont" sion nd conflict, and mystic ove. ents hich b n in estern 

ltaneo ly tlth the Reformation contin d thro ghout ,he eventeenth 

ce tury. They ,ere all filled dth apocalyptic v· ions, expect tions of th s cond 

c in of c11r ·st, an t ro.turn of the J s to the oly d. It nerally 
tt.•,.. 

ace ted s part oft reed .r the r tur of the Jes to the H0 ly Land and t eir 

conversion to Chri tianity st precede the econd canin of Jess and th 
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establis ent of . • s • nvdom. 'h y er all convinc <l th t the e e on the 

t ireshold of t. s :re t, n era . any o th y•"tic sects l t r on ca ~ to 

the ite ~ t te~ anrl brouri.,t ·~Ii th them t,hese ystical ~on ption 0_ th . :.11 .. i m 

ar.d the restor!ltio of t1e br . tion, and of th opi on th t ch of it 

taul{ht tliro· h t. 1 ne tio b c e .. t of ,,he relig.· o s tho 1 :,. t tt rn of 

th - , eri an o le an" prepar d the ay for a ri r ly n favor bl r cepti n 

of o app 1 fo as ist ce ·nth establis nt of the state of I rael. 

I ~rmany the foremo~t spiritu 1 refo e o the seventeenth cent , Jacob 

Boehne , lieve th t the t.:me of th, recallin o the Jews s near at hand . 

ul Felgen er of o nrl.a rledicated hi o , ·r on _, nse Israeli," to 

in r~r ______ ctlng t e 

e..:..rly .... to ation o .------~--~ . pibli h a b< ok 

called " e )pel de Juis' • h~t ... he 

Frenc Jc. s l ill e t fir er ill th p -ce 

o the obi .: ,.,.a uion of 11 t' e c n e t o. -t c L..- n • 

Strone in e J 
1 iere these tic millenarian z ·onist tr nds ir . lis. re_i .• us 

circles . I i th,.:, fate of t ' ,Je1,i h p 0 1 le ~.hich 1 a corre ted • th 

1-.-~ntis b i 1 ngl d ui tt? enrly. E n - ;rot•~ ve. al boo s re lete 

i t h d af tio or srae 1 a voicin the ope of he· r imminent re tor;. tio 

taiar s the close o'• he ixte th century . In 1607 th re appe red a tr,ct c 11 d 

u Je es From Rome , " hich conveyed the ne s "of the b 1 people till this day 

not discovered co ng fro the mountains of Ca pi ( aspian) ho pr tend their .ar 

is to recover the land of promise and expell t.h urks out of hriste do •" tn 

1621 a Pl.lritan by the a of ir Henry nch ote a book called 'T orld's 

t Restor tion" or "The Calling oft Je , 11 in '·ch h predict d thee rly 

re tor tio 

ut it 

of I rael and alestine . 

s in the riod of bi ter conflict and revolution hich c n t d 



in the overflo;; of the . onarchy, the execut' o.J of the kin , and the establish 

. .-; firth . on 

n ar at . 

e fin.: a veritable lit · at e o~~d to this subj ct . 

en e ... e • llenaria s ho • . licv~ th:.. t t 1c se o C 

.r cows al ·o thJ estor tiot1 of ',he J ~ s t P le -.1in_ . C. 

of the mo )r0tnin nt ilJ ~nari ,.., of t 1 y ~ r . "j . .s of • 

I is si -· fica t, to kno t· t in th • ddl of le seventeenth ce t y th Vltistian 

~n J -,ti h . es. ianic years ap.-roxim:1ted . he year 16h8 le s ...,ener 11 

s ian c a ... , and 1666 " the Christia.1 essianic • r. ' hen the 

bbetai Zevi ove! ent •et overt o in the year 1666 it stirred • gland 

profo nlly. 

I rec 11 t e.;.,e . 
1e :·essi nic spec l ... ti l c- 0 

t t cer ·tur , t 1e sev teen :.al to It..ra 1 . The 

. ~e sia ic hop o" C tha t of niY .,al 

I. rael co ver ~d, nd "rom • ., 0 t·nt :storical V nt , 
s ·h as t. e rett.irn of th 

.,. 
u , s e 

,. 
0- t eve.4te nth 

centu.t i , and a 1 e creation of t: t pirit 1 mo an lackgroun hie. ma 

t. 0 )1 0 t rit i and o ... : i s fo e: l qt lea le· 0 r C ive t o t. 

id of th 1 r .. ;tor tion t .. 11 J 'is ,ople I Ln e .10 tent C ·ts 

political p se, and it s lso r SpOI ""o th t 00 r 11" t 

, n _ n in, pon i h OU ·tical activities in he 1 t n ration 

a ong our f 11 • citizens not of or fa~t hos 

of our .ovenent were c rrie· on . 

rt a so vital to th suc ,.· ess 

I spoke of the r ous back ·ro:ind o t peo;,les ho came re dur·n t·e 

Ori tive tee d of eric coloniz tion ttl ent ich prov avor·ble 

to our c use . of c ur,e lso a vi·i, 1 politic 1 factor . ey 0 these 

ople hoc re e fro lan s of oppression and tyranny. any of them re 

. emb rs th s lv s of nat onality oups ch had suff rd om omi.nation nd 
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xploit t .:.o .. . ; t oo . ~ . been eni d t'e r l ·1t 0 - 'et,er .·l at. 11 of 

:i . st rs ov l' ' . n e t·ni s . Th . d _ ... el •. t ! Je:• • ~h . 1'2 1. • . 

:J.C' .1 ently t onu ·h "J..· 11+.l s 0 .J. 1J 101 l • d s u • I .., . 
~ l t 1I'" 1 n.., s . 

T u'Over 0 tl J:rl. t• ...,tates , ,, 1 cti , .., t . e evalent sent ents .. 

J. i ts I_ i ti.z n , ,.as rea ,. ;;t al t • ~cs t C C n~i ti 01 s of i er 3tiona 

u· e to C '). t r t of o resser onL . , 0 e '"'or th . . ' . • 

n tio.~al .• ! e n enc • ppeal came to our '"'over nt from a t.;J 

or·l '., nd sel lo. our .;ove t , ar to t : - le . t . at a )_als 

of op._:,.ce s n tio 1·ti r ·noriti s . 

• WR I AMERICAN IEWISH 
ARCHIVES 
••••••• 



ADDRISS DELIVERlill AT CAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Christopher Columbus began the journal of his first voyage which was to 

lead to the discovery of America with the following words: "After the panish 

monarchs had expelled all the Jews from all their kingdoms and lands in January, 

in the same month they commissioned me to undertake the voyage to India with a 

properly equipped fleet. 11 Thus Christopher Columbus, who was himself of Jewish 

descent, connected his momentous voyage of discovery with the expulsion of the 

Je1s from Spain. He did not know, of course, what would befall these exiles, nor 

where they or their descendants would go. Nor oretell that centuries 

of the contnunity hich was expelled from the 

evrn many times the size 

·nsula. Columbus himself 

believed that his discoveries ere the fulfillment f prophecy. 

Jews came with Columbus on his first voyage of discovery, and in the next 

few centuries others came in increasing numbers to the uestern Hemisphere/ seeking 

a haven. Thousands of Jews were settled in Brazil in the middle of the seventeenth .... -
centuryJwhen the Portuguese captured it from the Dutch and forced thee Jews to 

flee to other parts of the New orld or to Holland, from which some of them had 

come. Twenty-three Jews arrived on the "St. Charles" in iJieuw Amsterdam in 1654. 

4 
Thus when 

of igotry fnd 

the doors and Portugal were closed to the Jews by the han:i ________ ,....,;;a-

( ,, 

~f:IMll~IS, prosperous, and cultured Jewish com.,,uni ty twas 

broken and scattered, the doors of the New orld were unlocked. ·· ihen the doors 

of Brazil were shut to them by the same hand, the doors o: what as to become the 
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United States of America were opened to them. Time and again in Jewish history 

the setting of the sun in one place was quickly followe J by the rising of the sun 

in another. The destruction of the European Jewish community in the early years 

of the 5th decade of our present century was followed in the closing year of that .__ 

same decade with the reestablishment of the Jewish state in Palestine, an the 

opening of a new and brilliant era in Jewish history. 

Some would call this the accident of history. en of faith will see in it 

the hand of Providence - the fulfillment of the divine promise never utterly to 

destroy the people of Israel. "Fear not thou, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord. 

1or I am with thee ... I will correct thee in measure but will never utterly 

destroy thee . .. ~ben thou passest through the deep waters I will be with thee, 

and through the rivers, they shall not ove:rwhe lfil the~ , .1hen thou wal es t t hrough 

the fire, thou shalt not be burned, 

The generation in which the twen~y-three 

in Tieuw Amsterdarr.. was a dark, stormy, and tra Jewish history in 

Europe. The outstanding political evEnts of that time were the Thirty Years ~ar 

which closed in 1648, and the Cossack Rebellion which began in 1648. The former 

violently disrupted the life of ~· estern 1uropean Jewry and impoverished it; the 

latter crushed and dec:iJnated Polish Jewry in one of the most horrible tragedies 

in our hi story . 

Three hundred years later, in this self-same urope, 6 million of our people 

were cruelly done to death in the :11ost appalling deliberate mass slaughter in all 

human history. The record of Jewish experience in Europe from 1654 to 1954 is, 

with few outstanding exceptions, one of as ;hit nous p rsecution, discrimination, 

1wu,.a.0Pce, exiles, indignity and insecurity. Against this dark and savage 

) 
I 

I) \ 
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background of intolerance and rightlessness, we today gratefully reviev 

~ three centuries of the experience of our people in this country. 

In no other country on earth have our people been privileged to enjoy so 

long a period of uninterrupted and peaceful dwelling and labor. In no ot her country 

of the world, since the Dispersion, have our people enjoyed a continuous period 

of three hundred years of equality , freedom, and dignity, free from persecution 

and le gal disabilities. For all this we should be grateful to a kind Providence 

and to the traditions of this gracious land. For all this we should be daily 

resolved to contribute of the best of our heart, mind, and hand to the preserva

tion of the great traditions and institutions of this country, and to the enhance

ment and enrichment of its cultural and spiritual life . 

Reviewing the story of tn e last ttfree h 

of America have reason to be proud of the 

life an d of the manner in which they serve 

community of America, and world Jewry. 1 

I believe that the Jews 

Judaism, the Jewish 

Our beginnings here were humble, as were the beginnings of all peoples who 

came to these shores. Steadily through the years, and more rapidly in the last 

one hundred years, our numbers increased and we came to share eagerly and gratefully 

in the growing and evolving life of America. Our people became in outlook true 

children of the New r orld, and in service and devotion, loyal and proud citizens 

of the United States. They ser ved it patriotically in peace and in war. They 

made creditable contributions to its material prosperity, its 

progress, its democratic institutions, to labor and industry, 

literature, and music. They supported generously a.11 the philanthropic and social 

a gencies and institutions of our land - Jewish and non-Jewish alike. They have 

been not an unworthy or unimportant part of the colorful, unique, and noble mosaic 

which is America. Of this record we may be proud . 



In the struggle of liberation of the eeks from Turkish rule of the Hun ians 

from Austrian dominion and of Poland from Czarist ussia, the sympathy of the 

A erican vernment, reflecting the ove helmin sentiment of the A erican eople, 

as efinitely ith the r volutionists against tyranny an as evidenc d by the 

govern:nent in many ays . It is therefore not at all surprising that the ~on ess 

of the United States adopted a joint resolution in 1922 favoring the establishment 

in Palestine of a national home for the Je ish people . And g in in 1944 it i 

not surprising that the to jor political parties of our country included in 

their party platforms adopted in 1944 at ,heir n tional conventions plans favoring 

the establi shment of the Je ish national 

hen e c to _ake o 

rea yen orse. ent from the 

legislators throughout the 

and c ltural life . 

It is not surprising either th t 

ur cause, e received such 

n press, overnors and 
l;/ 

in rica educ tio 1 

I believe that that resovoir of good will and s pa.thy or Israel still 

exists . Here and there hostile propa nda may have caused confusion in the mids 

of some of our f llo citizens , but in the ain, that historic reli ously and 

pol·tica ly otiv ted sentiment continues and will , I be ieve , continue in efinitely. 

OUr difficulties ·ere never ith the American eople, b t th ce ai n narrow 

sections in government circles ho , for one reason or another , un er pressure of 

on o or nother , resisted the le timate claims of our ov ment . In spite 

of these center of re istance n vernment circles , the historic fact r mains 

that the rican overnm nt finally rallied to our si and encoura d others 

o vote ith it in ove ber , 1947 for the c pt nee of the majority report of 

th United N tions ssio1 on Palestine h·ch reco i zed th stab1is i t of 

an in pendent tat of I ra 1 • n a part of lesti • hile it • tru th t t 
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reversal of this position of our vernment took pla e in rch of t.he foll ing 

year ad an tem rary tru te ship as proposed at a specially convoked assembly 

of the United • t ;ons, the historic fact a in r ains t t en the c:tizens of 

Israel proclaimed thee ·tablishment 01· their soverei vernment on y 14th, it 

as the Presi ent of the United .ates ho, ithin a fe brief moments aft rt· 

proclamation, anted de facto reco - ·tion to the vern..~ent of Israel. 

It is ell to bear these f cts in ind, for in the y ars to come there rl.11 
in 

be many problems which 11 arise hich the gover ent of the United Stat es 

y take certain positions hich y not be entirely favorable to th state of 

Israel. Insofar as thes positions are unjus, unwarranted , or ill-advised, 
. 

they sho 1 · be opposed by us . ·e should not accept or concur in any f orei 

policy of our overnment ,h ther in relati 

w ch o~s not ap ar to us 

overnments occasionally 

to any other co ntry 

erican people . 

ter on 

susceptible 

to chance. ut in cr~ticizing our gover nt for wrong polici stow rd Israel 

·1e s ould never lose si ht of this ba ically frien y attitude hich has persisted 

through m decades and eneration . ,,e should not l ays interpret actions of 

which we do not pprove as stemmi..n from ill- • 11 or malice . es old r 1y pon 

this basic attitude of friendship, retaining t e ri ght to reason ith th r sponsible 

heads of o government nd to persuade them to dopt cliff rent course . 

Over and above his entiment of od will th re is a owing realization on 

the port of our people that the international int rests of the United tates abd 

th cause of the free ,orld stand to gain f ro vj na in the ear st a ependable 

country corrmitted to th principl s of democracy and human freedom and ea er to 

cooperate ith the estern orld in all thing hich ill contribute to th pro ess 

and fr m of men nd tions . 

eview • ng the to of the last 3 0 years 1 1 b l ieve that t J a of .eri ca 
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have reason to be r asonab y proud of the contr"butions hie t y e to 

Am r • can li • a d of the anner in hich t hey s rved t caus of u ai , the 

Je 1s com.~unity of A rica, and orld Jewry . eg-lnnin here ere umble, 

s ere the "nilin s of all o 1 s hoc e to th se ho s . ta ·1 tho 

the s,and ore rapidly· the last 1 0 y ar , o num er n reased an e 

caT.e t o share eage ly a fr teful in th o in ad evolv·n, life of rica. 

0 ople b came i n outlook true ch· 1ctr n of the e 1 orld, and in ser vice and 

devotion, loyal nd proud citizens of th nit tate • T y c,erved it patriotically 

in peac~ and in ar . T ey 

to its political and soci 

e ere itable contrib tio s to its aterial prosperity , 

ro ess , its emocratic instit tions , to labor and 

industry, to it art I cience , literature, a ic . They c,up ort d " nerously 

all the philanthropic and social· encies an institutions o our land - 1ish and 

non- Jewish alike . hey v been not an u 

colorful , que an noble 

T ere are, in jud 

has reason to rou . 

reli ... , • ous er ·t e . he 

land tr. y bujlt the'r 

learning hich hav al ;ay 

es , 

J bo 

t ir school 

d the thical 

it . 

, 
i 

nt rt of the 

AL rican Je ish co 

i -nor or for t t 

Jpon th shor s of the ne 

• th i i titutio s of Je 

eal and th a of li .. e or 

our people • Th re is, of cour e, much ro m for • )rove nt in the r ligioue 

life of our peopl , s there is in th r ligious if of all of our fello 

m ch to do e • n this ee of nant t ri 1 int re st 

:mity 

.ir 

"sh 

to intensi th pirit o r ligion amon our people n to improve th • ucie 

of th reli ous in tru .tion of o yo th, but nd l re the Am rican Je ish 

co nity as b en thful to its li ou berit e . And hil cer inn bes 

of our peopl , an i certain riods ore t h n in ot r , have drifted a ay from 

their r li ous 

constant . 

rita , r ·t bo , of our opl has ained loyal nd 
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The eco factor ch may ell serve as a urce of pri e to u i t t 

the A eric . Je ish com : ty s built p throu they rs no 1 institutions 

of philanthro y arrl hum n ·ervice . here i h rdly a J ish co i ty in the 

United tates hich does not possess a quota o:f lee osyn ry in titution nd 

ocial encies, hospitals , orphana e , hom s for the a ed , f ·1y ervice , 

social centers hich expr ess t e • storic humani y of our people . I ny ys 

the J ws of m ric re 1ioneers in uite n b r of ph" nthropic fields . 

It has been a en r ou com nity, fully alert to th responsi ilities of the 

needy nd the di tressed int eir midst . 

The thir f ctor ti ch the A erican J . ·sh co .unity y oint ith a 

measure of pri e is the fact that it did n t isol: te itself from the lot of its 

fello - J s in other parts o .- -~----- ound to them in ternal 

solici tu e. They helped th ee ::.~.~.u.......i,;-~ t o their def n e ,hen 

attack d . They ,. cured out t • it overtook them. 'I ey 

re ·ned loyal to th Je ·sn of ~n Je i h co unity, that 

a 1 members are r .sponsible ~ for anoth r . 

And fin lly , the merican Jewish comm nity ·1 in th~ ays to come be able 

to point it pride to the fact that hen the hi toric moment arrived , t yr llied 

to the task of buil ing the st te of Israel , they hav unl er red it ith th 1r 

support and unfla ging interest sine then. 

This i not the occa• ion to revie hat the erican Jewish co:u: ni ty has 

contr'but d to the r - establi hment of the state of Israel . 'h·s is the ork for 

future historians . ut I lieve , rd I lieve t you 11 ee ith ~, th t 

ithout the rallyin of the forces of A eric in Ir 1 in the critical years 

preceding th est blishment of the tate , ithout th ir monumental activiti s n 

arousin public entiment in this country for it , t out t ir , ultit dinous 

ffort. of propa nda , education, ithout th ·r droit political ction in many 
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spheres, nd 1ithout their generous outpouring of ubstance and financi 1 upport , 

the s te of I srael 1ould not v been est blish d. 

entire credit for this heroic achievement in J 

is i~ not to ay that the 

to i to b p. ven to t 

erican Je- ish co. munity - far fr~ it . any i m.ortant factors an1 forces 

er ,ed in the fin 1 achieve .ent , and in t -'irst instance r imarily, t e heroic 

fi hting, self- sacrifice on the part of th J s of Palestine . ut th fact 

remai ns that t e et olitical victories cu nating i n the decisio of the 

United ations and in the recognition o the state of Israel on t he art of t 

American overnment s due in a laree measure to the A crican Je1 ish community. 

It should be noted with titude again and sho d be guide for the future 

t t while the A erican Je;ish community on the is ue of Zionism s sharply divided 

an th house of Israel was for many years beset ith the clamor of controversy 

an1 sharply divided along id lin , eat ecisive mo nt arrived, 

th c use . l'hi as 

first evidenced in the re 

e\ ish conm 1ealth at th 

"-

J,. ,& 
i on f. ~ . • can Je yin behalf of the 

"i;,~/ 

Am rican Je ish Conference in eptember , 19h3 a ain 

in t.h historic year of 1947. And even those who r fused to abide by the decision 

of 19L3 ere foun loyally in th ranks of the support rs o the cause . 

T r is an historic sen e ong our people hich asserts itself deci iveJ.y 

in critical hours , ·ch brushes aside un er tre stress of urgency, secondary and 

collateral issues , and has a genius for collective action hen such action is 

call d for . 'hi houl ve e ish lea ers great confi "ence of the future . hile 

I am not ere~tima n " the si ·ficance of divisio of opinion, t y sho l d not 

ov r - estimAte it . h y such hav the confidence nd historic per pective that 

when great i sue are to be dcci ed, th ove h in m jori ty of American J s and 

th ir spoker. en ·11 be on t e side of all that is constr ctive , historic in J wish 

life . 
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ncoura ing too is the fact t t the A erican Je ish co unity has been able 

to produce 1 Jer when le der Jere anted . ader in th fi ld of religion 

and social service , le der i n e ucation, and le·der in our o ement of n, tional 

renaissance . The•·e lea ers came from all lk of life , from the rich nd th poor 1 

from labor an t 11 f om native-born nd i ant . hey c~me from the c·rcles 

of t he or ho ox, , conservatjv I nd th r for, . Th cau e of Ju aism n of 

th Je ish eo 1 ~ able to aw r _onse , Dort , and le dership from all ~ections 

of our p ple . e ho l bear thi fact in min I to I in th ye s to come . o 

one oup s a monopoly of J wish oyalty , an th0 tiny of our people i in 
. 

the hands of no ·n le oup or section of our ople . t iould b ell to pend 

le s of o t • me and nergy in c npeti ti ve are ent tion and n eaching out far 

oup presti e . It is dser by far to con uct our co unal 1ife ld:tll in frien ly 

cooperation ith reasonabl __.....,_ tion and est em, s e n 

ways of un rst nding y =---~..,_,,,, .... _ n. 

,e ve no clo ed t ~ ..... ~~ o l ~ ""- s count • e re on t 

threshold o the fourth ce t r coun on earth h v our people been 

pr'vileged to enjoy D% so long a period of uninterrupte nd p aceful ellin 

and labor. In no other country of the orld ince th dis ersion have our pea le 

enjoyed a contjnuou od of J Q year of equality , fr edom, di ity, free from 

p .rs cution n di 0 bilitie impo ed by 1 11 this e houl teful 

to , n Providence and. for the tr ditions of thi 1 nd . or all this e should 

be daily r solv d to contr · bute of th t of our hart , m'nd, nd hand to he 

preservations of th great tra itions and institution of this country, and to 

th enhancement nd nrichment of it cult ral aoo iritu l life . 

bat of th future? I believe th t the future i rich in promise for the 

A erican Je ish community f the catastroph o· ar doe~ not shatter it, security 

and life . s minority e are h lpl ss a int t rava e of hate and de o er:, 
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hich ar and econanic depressi ns unleash, but ven peac and eco omic stability, 
.. 

th Americ n Je is co .unity 11 move fo ~ard and d vei op . It ill nd ·t 

cu tural and religi ous life an institutions a 

the total life of A erica and orld J • If t 

., 

11 .nake ort contributions to 

erican J 1s o' t e coming 

decades ill car on uninterruptedly nd ith isdom and iscrimination putting 

fir t thins first nd accentuating the . ositive and i n ispensable enterprises 

of e ish life , they ill .ake this the numerically 1 r st J ish co unity in 

the word , also on of the greatee~ in terms of 1th, cult r , ·nd chol r hi . 

hat may enda er our Je ish future here is not co1stious escapic or deliberate 

assi ·1ationist tendencies such as characteriz d J tlsh co nities at oth r 

t • es in other rts of the orld . Rather an unconscio drift ind a carefree 

relasation o all • scipline , ot 

The A ric n wis· co 

basic 1oL of e he 1st 

of belon n - to n h·storic 

out of sheer indifference . 

s vi 1 r main faithful to a 

of 
---~~--
! 

lidarity , of o 1 hoo , 
~"17 
ts across time an pace , 

an nic is center din t he covenant of life , a cov at ith the et rnal rinciples 

of Ju aism, and a covenant ith univ rsal Ir el . 1he crican Jevdsh coD'l..'Tlunity 

of tomorr dll dra str nth from cont·nu d n increased cultura l an spiritual 

contacts ·th I ·rael, orking for its sec it an stability . 
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11.S. Policy Toward Israel 

Role of American Je-ws 
by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

In the years to come there will 
undoubtedly be many issues on 
which the Government of the United 
States may take positions which 
will not be entirely favorable to the 
State of Israel. Insofar as these po
sitions will appear to us to be un
sound, unjust, or ill-advised, we 
should most decidedly oppose them. 
We should not accept or concur in 
any foreign policy of our govern
ment, whether in relation to Israel 
or for that matter to any other 
country, which does not appear to 
us to be just and good for the 
American people. 

Governments from time to time 
adopt unwise foreign policies which 
they later revise and correct. Inter
national relations are always fluid 
and subject to change. But when we 
criticize our government for wrong 

• policies toward Israel, we should 
never lose sight • of the basically 
friendly and cooperative attitude 
which has persisted through . many 
decades .. We should not interpret all 
actions of which we do not approve 
as stemming from ill-will or malice~ 
We should build upon the basic 

.attitude of friendship, retaining the 
right to reason with the responsible 
heads of our government and to per
suade them whenever we believe 

. that a different course is 'indicated. 
Over and above this. sentiment of 

goodwill, which is an historic heri
tage of the American people, there 

• is also a growing realization on the 
part of the· American people that 

the international interests of the 
United States and the cause of the 
free world stand to gain from hav
ing in the Near East a dependable 
nation committed to the principles 
of democracy and human freedom 
and eager to cooper.ate with the 
western world in all things which 
will contribute to the progress and 
freedom of men and nations. Israel 
is eager to return friendship for 
friendship. 

The American Jewish community 
will, in the days to ,come, be abJe to 
point with pride to the fact that 
when the historic- moment of -eon
summation of our millenial national 
hope arrived, American Jews ral
lied almost as on.e man to the. task 
of building the State of Israel, a11d 
they have undergirded it with their 
support and unflagging interest 
since then. • 

. 'i'his is not the occasion to review 
what the American Jewish commu
nity contribute·d to the re-establish
meQ.t Qf the State of -Israel. This is 
the work for future historians 
whose conclusions will not be 
slante'd or guided by jaundiced 
party interests. 

But I believe, and I believe that 
you will agree with me, that with
out the rallying of the forces of 
American Jews in the critical years 
which preceded the establishment 
of the State, without their monu
·mental activities in arousing and 
marshalling public opinion in this 

, oun{ry, • :4it tl1eir large-scale 
f~or t&J,.~ u a ti-,'1al propa$anda, 
_'l~hou }lei .. t~eful political ac
IVIty, an 1 • fliout their generous 
utpouring of substance and finan-

cial support, the State of Israel 
would not have been established. 

This is not to say that the entire 
credit for this heroic achievement 
is to be given to the American Jew
ish community-far from it. Many 
important forces merged in the 
final achievement, and in the first 
instance the heroic self-sacrifice on 

· the part of the fighting Jews of Pal
estine. But the fact remains that the 
great political victories which cul
minated in the decision • of the 
United Nations, and in the recogni
tion of the State of Israel by the 
American Government, were due in 
a very large measure to the activi
ties of the American Jewish com
munity. 

I believe that the future is rich 
in promise for the American Jewish 
community if the catastrophe of 
war does not shatter its security 
and life. As a minority we are help-
less against the ravages of hate and 
demagoguery which war and eco
nomic depressions unleash, but 
given peace and economic stability, 
the American Jewish community 
will move forward and develop. 

The American Jewish commu
nity of tomorrow will draw strength 
from continued and increased cul-
tural and spiritual contacts with 
Israel. The guiding principle should 
be maximal participation in Ameri~ 
can life and maximal devotion to 

• its progress and security, along with 
maximal interest in and support of 
Israel. 

The American Jewish community 
of tomorrow will, in the main, be 
what American Jews will make it. 
External pressure may from time lo 
time be massive, but the internal 
motivations will be decisive. It 
should be remembered that always 
it was not external compulsion or 
any historic dialectics which kept 
the Jewish people alive, but fierce, 
stiff-necked voluntarism. Given de
voted and well-informed leadership 
and adequate religious training of 
our youth, we may look to the ·fu
ture of the American Jewish com
munity, barring disastrous revolu
tionary changes in the structure of 
American government and society, 
with a good measure of confident 
hope. 

Excerpts from an address delivered at 
the American Jewish Tercentenary Cele
bration sponsored by the American Zion
ist Council at Hunler College Audito
rium, !'few York City, Fe?. 21, 1955. 
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AN ADDRESS 

Zionism and American Jewry 
By DH. ABBA HILLEL ILVER 

[Adclre • of Dr. Abba Hillel ' ilvcr at lht' American Jewish Tercentenary 
Celebration sponsored by th American Zionist Council, Monday, F bruary 
21, 1955, at th, Hunte r Colleg A ·sembly Hall, New York City. J 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS began 
the journal of hi first voyage 

which was to lead to the discovery of 
America with the following word : 
"After the Spanish monarchs had ex
pelled all the Jews from all their king
doms and lands in January, in the same 
month they commissioned me to under
take the voyage to India with a proper
ly equipped fleet." Thus Christopher 
Columbus, who was himself of Jewish 
descent, connected his momentous voy
age of discovery with the expulsion of 
the Jews from Spain. He did not know, 
of course, what would befa1l these ex
iles, nor where they or their descendants 
would go. Nor could he foretell that 
centuries later there would arise in the 
New World a community of Jews many 
times the size of the community which 
was expelled from the Iberian peninsula, 
and that this community would be in-
trumental in the ingathering of many 

Jewi h exiles from many parts of the 
earth in a reconstructed Jewish state in 
Palestine. Columbu himself believed 
that hi di coveries were the fulfillment 
cf prophecy. 

Jews came with Columbus on his first 
voyage of discovery, and in the next 
few centurie other came in increa ing 
numbers to the We tern Hemisphere 
eeking a haven. Thousand of Jews 

were settled in Brazil in the middle of 
the eventeenth century when the Portu
gue e captured it from the Dutch and 
forced the e Jews to flee to other part 
of the ew World or to Holland, from 
which some of them bad come. The 
twenty-three Jews who arrived on the 
"St. Charle " in Nieuw Amsterdam in 
1654 were not the first Jews who had 
put foot on the soil of what was some 
day to become the United State of 
America. 

It is of interest to note that many of 
tho e who came to the New World 
wanted to e tablish Jewish oloni . 
Thus, in 1652, the Dutch West India 

ompany granted to Joseph unez du 
Fonseca and other a tract of land in 
the island of Curacao to found a colony 
of Jews. In 1659 a similar grant was 
made by the French We t India om
pany to David Nas i, a Portugue e Jew, 
to found a Jewi h colony in Cayenne. 
There is on record a grant made in 
1654 by the English Government "to the 
people of the Hebrew nation that ar to 
go to the wild coast." The idea of es
tabli hing community ettlem nts in th 

ew World was widely accepted by 
many nationality group of the Old 
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World, and the Jews wished to do what 
other nationality groups were doing. 
They wanted to be with their own and 
among their own in the unexplored 
wilderne s of the New World and in 
position to practice their faith and their 
group customs under conditions which 
they themselves could control. They 
knew themselves to be members of a 
nationality group and they acted ac
cordingly. 

In 17 3 a memorial wa ent by Ger
man Jews to the President of the Con
tinental Congress a king to be informed 
on what terms a body of German Jews 
of about two thousand families might 
settle in this country. In 1 19 a Mr. 
W. D. Robinson of London propo ed a 
scheme for a large Je i h settlement in 
upper Mississippi and Mi souri territory 
to serv as a place of security and op
portunity for the pe secut an,~ Qp
pre ed J w of Eur pe. 
other non-Jew who ish 
in the New World J wi 
and even a .lewi h sta e. ~n 
rice de Saxe, who as ar 
Franc , took a fancy to beco e, ~ ....._.,,,s-:;r 

r .,am now quoting from th 'M n 
of 1:be M.argravine of nspach "and on 
looking around him, a he f und all 
thrones occupied, he ca t his eyes upon 
that nation which for 1700 years had 
neither sovereign nor country. This 
extraordinary project occupied his at
tention for a considerable time." 

THE mo t notable proj ct, of course, 
for the e tablishment of a Jewish 

state in the New World was that of 
Mordecai Manuel Noah, foremost mem
ber of the Jewish community of hi day. 
On Sept. 2, 1 25, with impr ssive cere
monies, he laid the corner tone of the 
city of Ararat on Grand Island in the 

iagara River near Buffalo, which city 
was to b the capital of th new Jewish 
tate. It is of intere t to note that the 

original intention of Mordecai Manuel 
oah wa to e tabli h a Jewi h tate in 

Palestine. He was the fir t real Zionist 
on the American continent. When he 
became convinced that the re toration 
of Pale tine was not immediately fea -
ible, he r ort ct ' to the id a of establi h
ing a Jewi ·h tate on Grand I land as a 
preliminary to the ultimate r toration 
of the J wi h state in Palestine. Nothing 
came of hi project, but Mord cai Man
uel, in pite of the rebuffs which b 
uffered and th ridicule to which h 

was ubj cted, did not aband n his Zion
i t dream. As lat a 1 45, w find 

him addressing a hri tian audien e in 
the city of ew York, app aling for th 
restoration of th Jewi h nation. In 
this addr ss h stated, •·1 confid ntly 
believe in the r storation of th Jews 
and in the coming of th M s iah. ancl 
b lieving that political v nls are daily 
assuming a shap which may finally 
lead to that gr at adv nt, I consid r it 
a duty to call upon the fr peopl of 
this country to aid us in any efforts 
which in our pre ent position it may b 
prudent to adopt. And I hav the most 
abiding confidence in their goodwill and 
friendly fe lings in aiding to r tor us 
to lib rty and independenc ." 

In that ame addr s Mr. Noah d -
clared, "Th political vents in Syria, 
Egypt, Turkey and Ru ia indicate th 
approach of great and imp rtant r vo
lutions which may facilitate the r turn 
of the Jews to Jeru al m." He furth r 
declared, "England must po s s Egypt 
as affording th only ·ecur route to 
her po es ion in India through the 
Red Sea; then Palestin thus plac d b -
tween the Ru sian po • sions and 
Egypt, reverts to its l gitimate pro
pri tor and for the saf ty of the ·ur
rounding nations, a pow rful, wealthy, 
independent and nterpri ing people ar 
plac d there by and with th con nt of 
the Chri tian power , and with their aid 
and ag ncy, th land of I rael pa es 
once more into th p e sion of th 
d c ndant of Abraham . . . While 
many who are not pr ent may suppo e 
that we shall not liv to hear the tri
umphant ucc s of thi ' project; y t, 
my friends, it may be n ar r than w 
imagine ... If I am right in this in
terpr tation, what a glorious privileg 
i reserved for the fr e p op! of the 
United States, the only country which 
has given civil and r ligious rights to 
the Jew equal with all oth r ects, th 
only country which has not per ecuted 
them, to be selected and pointedly dis
tinguished in prophecy a th nation, 
which at a proper time, hall pre ent to 
th Lord Hi cho en and tr dd n-down 
peopl and pave th way for their r to
ration to Zion." Mord cai Manuel oah' 
words, too, eem to have been touched 
with prophecy. 

It i f interest to not that Mord cai 
Manuel oah's championing of Zioni m 
evoked the fir t full- cale anti-Zionist 
r action. It came from th Grand Rabbi 
of Pari , who had b en invited, among 
other , by Mr. oah to erve a a com
mis ioner to admini t r th state which 
he intend d to establish in Ararat. In 
a Jett r in 1 25, in d lining Mr. oah' 
invitation, Rabbi Abraham de Cologn 
wrot in b half of hims If and the hi f 
Rabbis in London th following: "W 
d clare that ace rdin to our dogma , 
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knows th poch of th 
r toration, that He alone 

will mak it known to the whole uni-
v r e by sign ntirely unequivocal, and 
that every att mpt on our part to re
assemble with any political national de
sign is forbidden as an act of high 
tr ason against the divine maje ty. Mr. 

oah has doubt! forgotten that the 
I raelite , faithful to the principl s of 
th ir b lief, ar too much attached to 
the countries wher they dwell and de
voted to th governments under which 
th y enj y liberty and protection, not 
to treat as a mere jest the chimerical 
consulate of a pseudo re torer." There 
it is the who! anti-Zionist argument 
in a nut hell. 

THE g neration in which th 23 Jew
ish refuge s from Brazil land d in 

ieuw Amsterdam was a dark, stormy, 
and tragic period in Jewish hi tory in 
Europe. The out landing political events 
of that tim were the Thirty Years War 
which clo ed in 164 , and the Cos ack 
Rebellion which b gan in 164 . The 
former violently di rupted the life of 
Western European Jewry and im
poverished it; th latter cru hed and 
decimated Poli h Jewry in one of the 
most horribl tragedies in our history. 

Throughout the fir t half of the 17th 
ntury, the J ws of Germany were 

subjected to all th humiliating restric
tion of th Dark Ages of Europ . The 
Middle Age wer till on. The Refor
mation had availed them little. The 
German Jews were still huddled in 
ghettoes, branded with the yellow badge, 
victimized by exc sive taxation, and 
ubjected to fr qu nt popular outbursts 

and riots. The Thirty Years War marked 
the time wh n J wry in Europ reached 
it lowest bb. 

The Co sack upri ing in the middle 
of the 17th C ntury broke the back of 
Poli h Jewry. Th os ack hordes, led 
by th cunning and ruthless Bogdan 
Khmielnitzki, aid d by Tartar nt by 
th Khan of rimea, wept over the 
whole of the krain , bringing death 
and de truction with them. Volhynia 
and Podolia w r soon ngulf d in th 
onrushing tid of th ruthle bands 
who were bent upon the extermination 
of all Pol s and Jews and who execut d 
their purpo e in mo t terrible and sav
age ways. For nearly two y ars, in 
164 and '49, th t rror reigned. It i 

timated that thr hundred Jewish 
communitie w r d troy d and that 
300,000 Jew w re ma acred. The 
gha tl experi nee of th year left 
a car on the oul of Poli h J wry. Fiv 
year later he Ru ian and Swedi h in
va ions took place, adding new disaster 
to the already long catalogu of nation
al cata trophe . Thi wa the Old World 
background again t which we hould 
vi w th fir t ttlem nt of Jews in 
what i today th nited tate of 
America. 

wa v ry favorabl 
to the p rvid Me sianic hopes 
among t Poland, and th Jew 
of We te The Shabbetai Z vi 
movem nt in iddl of th c ntury 
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found Poli b J wry bl eding, broken, 
int 11 ctually and spiritually xhau ted, 
steeped in Messianic lor , ag r to re
ceive any message which promi d wift 
and miraculous urcea from it suf
fering. Messianic expectations ran high 
also among German Jewry. Gltickel von 
Hameln writes in her memoirs, "It is 
difficult to describe the joy with which 
the lett rs ( from the Ea t telling of 
Shabbetai Zevi) were r ceived in Ham
burg." Some of the Jews who fled from 
Brazil to Holland, like Isaac Aboab, be
came f rvent adherent of Shabbetai 
Zevi. These Messianic expectations had 
important historic consequences insofar 
as th y corre ponded with similar mes
sianic strivings in the Christian world. 

Chri tendom, too, in the 17th Century, 
was in the midst of vast confusion and 
conflict, and the mystic movements 
which began simultaneously with Re
formation continued with increasing 
tempo throughout the 17th Century. 
They were all filled with apocalyptic 
visions, with expectation of the second 
coming of Christ, and the return of the 
Jews to the Holy Land. It was general
ly accepted as part of th er ed that 
the return of the Jews to the Holy Land 
following their conversion to hristiani
ty must precede the second coming of 
J us and the establishment of his king
dom. Th se strong religious motives 
prepar d the way for the unoppo ed re
turn of the Jews to England, following 
Manasseh ben Israel's rom
well. 

Many of th se Ch i ti ii my 
later on came to the U 1te t 
brought with th m their- en,,,,,.,.,.,., 
the millennium and their be • th.¢ 
r st ration of the H brew nation. I am 
of th opinion that hes b lt which 
w r a iduou ly taught to u ceeding 
generation of American b came part 
of the religiou thought-patt rn of the 
American people and wcr an important 
factor in preparing th way for the 
friendly and favorable r c ption which 
was given to our appeal to the Ameri
can p ople for assistance in the estab
lishm nt of the State of Israel. 

I spoke of the r ligious background of 
th p ople who came her during the 

tormativ d cades of Am rican coloni
zation which proved favorabl to our 
cau e. There wer of cour al o poli
tical factor . The e am r ligious sects, 
Puritan and Anabaptist , brought with 
them a a coroJlary of th ir idea of 
r ligiou independence al o cone pts of 
fr dom from political tyranny. Friend 
of democracy on occa ion forg t the re
ligiou origin of the d mo ratic revo
lution in the We tern World. Modern 
democracy was born out of the truggle 
for r ligiou freedom in th 16th and 
17th centuri . Out of that victorious 
struggl th re treamed other victories 
for man; p Jitical, economic, and ocial. 
Thu when, in the 1 th Century, th 
founding fath rs of our Republic wrot 
into the D claration of Ind pendence, 
"We hold the e truth to b s lf- vident: 
that all m n ar er ated qual; that 
th y ar ndow d by th ir r ator with 

c rtain unali nablc right ," th y wcr 
giving p liti al xpr ion to what wa 
fundam ntally r ligiou d ctrin . The e 
doctrin s were tre s d a having divin 
ancti n and Biblical auth rity by all th 

warring religious sectarians of the 16th 
and 17th centuries. When our founding 
father proclaimed that r si tanc to 
tyrant i obedienc to God; or wh n 
they ngraved upon th Liberty Bell the 
Biblical v rse: "Ye shall pr claim lib rty 
throughout the land unto all th in
habitants there f"; r when Franklin 
and Jeff rson, in drafting th fir t s al 
of the United Stat s, ngrav d on it th 
figure of Mo es, lh first mancipator 
of m n, as he stood on th . hor s of th 
R d S a and caus d it wat rs to ov r
whelm th Egyptian Pharaoh and his 
host, th y were marshalling r ligi us 
truth and authority to underwrit th ir 
political revolution. The e r ligiously in
spired id als of human fr dom which 
wer as ociated in th minds of the 
American people with th Bible and, 
th refor , al o with the peopl of th 
Bible, were not without their influenc 
in creating that climat of sympathy 
and understanding which in th d cisiv 
hour proved so tr m ndou ly helpful to 
our cause. 

Again, many of the immigrant p oples 
who later came to these shor s hailed 
from lands of oppression and tyranny. 
Many of them were th mselves m m
ber of nationality group which had 
uffered from alien domination and ex

ploitation. Th y, t , had been denied 
the right of self-determination, the 
right to be masters over their own 
de tinies. They had a natural f How
feeling for the Jewi h p ople which pr -
eminently among the rightl s pe pies 
of the world had suff r d o much 
through the long centuri 

Th Government of th nited States, 
refl cting these pr val nt ntiments of 
it citizen , was, th r for , not unwill
ing to help as far as it could, all op
pre d peoples and min rity groups 
who w r truggling for th ir rights or 
their national ind p ndence. App als 
cam to our Governm nt throughou th 
19th Century as they have continu d to 
come to this day from a11 part of the 
world, and seldom did our Gov rnment 
turn a deaf ear to them. 

In the struggle of lib ration of th 
Gr ks from Turkish rule, of th 
Hungarian from Au trian domination, 
and of Poland from Czari t Ru sia, th 
ympathy of the American Government, 

refl cting th overwh lming s ntiment 
of the American p opl , was definitely 
with the r volutioni ts against tyranny, 
and our Government videnced it in 
many way . It i therefor not at all ur
pri ing that the Congr s of th United 
States adopt d a joint r olution in 1922 
favoring th e tabli hm nt in Palestine 
of a national home for the J wish peo
pl , and reaffirm d its position in 1944. 
It i not urprising that th two major 
political parties of our country includ d 
in their party platform in 1944 a plank 
favoring a Jewi h national home in 
Palestine. Nor i it urprising that our 
app al for upport r c iv d such r ady 
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and hearty endorsement from the Ameri
can clergy, the American press, from 
governors and legislators throughout the 
nation, in fact, from all section of 
American public opinion. 

I believ that this reservoir of good 
will and sympathy for I rael still 

exists. Her and there hostile propa
ganda may have caused confusion in 
the minds of some of our fellow citizens 
but in the main, that historic, religious
ly and politically motivated attitude of 
good will continue and will, I believe, 
continue ind fintely. Our difficulties 
were never with the American people, 
but with certain narrow sections in Gov
ernment circl s who, for one reason or 
another, under pres ure of one group or 
another, re i ted the legitimate claims 
of our Movement. In spite of these cen
ter of re istance in Government circles, 
th hi loric fact to be kept in mind 
alway is that the American Govern
ment did finally rally to our side and 
vot d an:i encouraged other nations to 
vote with it, in November, 1947, for th 
acceptance of the majority rep rt of the 
United Nations Special Commi ion on 
Palestin which recommended th estab
li hment of an independent State of Is
rael in a part of Palestin . While it i 
tru that a reversal of this po ition on 
th part of our Government took place 
in March of the following y ar and a 
new temporary trusteeship was proposed 
by our Governm nt at a specially con
voked Assembly of the United Nation , 
the historic fact again remains that 
when the citizens of I rael proclaimed 
th establishment of their overeign 
state on May 14th of that year, it was 
the Pre ident of the nited States who, 
within a few moment after that procla
mation, grant d de facto recognition t 
the Government of I rael. 

It i well t bear these facts in mind. 
In the years to come there will un
doubtedly be many i sues on which the 
Government of the United States may 
take positions which will not be ntirely 
favorable to the Stat of I rael. In ofar 
a the e po itions will appear to us to 
be unsound, unjust, or ill-advised, our 
people hould most decidedly oppo e 
them. They hould not accept or con
cur in any for ign policy of our Govern
ment, whether in r lation to I rael or 
for that matt r to any oth r country, 
which doe not appear to them to be 
just and good for the American people. 
Governments from tim to tim adopt 
unwi e foreign policie which they later 
revi e and correct. Int rnational rela
tions are alway fluid and ubject to 
change. However, when we criticize 
our Governm nt for wrong polici s 
toward Israel, we hould n ver lo e ight 
of the basically friendly and cooperativ 
attitude which has persisted through 
th e many decade and y ar . W 
should not int rpret all action of which 
we do not approve as temming from 
ill-will or malice. We hould build upon 
the hi toric attitude of friend hip, re
taining the right to rea on with the re
spon ible head of our Governm nt and 
to p r uade th m when v r we believe 
that a different cour e i indicated. 
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Over and abov this sentiment of good 
will, which is an heritage of the Ameri
can people, there is also a growing 
realization on its part that the inter
national int rest of th United tates 
and the cause of the free world general
ly stand to gain from having in th 

ear East a dependable nation com
mitted to the priucipl s of d mocracy 
and human freedom and eag r to co
operate with the West rn World in all 
things which will contribute to the prog
ress and freedom of men an nations, a 
realization that Israel i eager to re
turn friendship for fri ndship, and that 
this friendship is valuable to Am rica. 

REVIEWING the tory of the last 
three hundr ct years, I believe that 

the J ws of America have rea on to be 
proud of the contributions which they 
made to American life and of the man
ner in which they served the cause of 
Judaism, the J wish community of 
America, and world Jewry. 

Our beginnings here were humble, as 
were the beginnings of all people who 
came to these shores. Steadily through 
lhe years, and more rapidly in the la t 
one hundred y ars, our numbers in
crea ed and we came to share eagerly 
and gratefully in the growing and evolv
ing life of America. Our people be
came in outlook true children of the 

ew World, and in service and devotion, 
loyal and _proud citiz ns of th nited 

tate . They served it atriotJ ll 
peac and in war. They; 
able c ntribution to its 
perity, it political and s ""c.,._1~------, 
it democratic in titu ion t 
indu try; to it arts, ci n 1 
and music. Th y su portea1 g e:o 
all th philantbropic and social 
and in titution of our land J w1 h and 
non-J wi h alike. They have b en not 
an unworthy or unimp rtant part of 
the colorful, unique, and noble mosaic 
which is America. Of this record we 
may be proud. 

Ther are, in my judgm nt, four other 
moments of which the Am rican Jewish 
community has reason to entertain a 
feeling of prid . In the fir t place, 
Ameri an Jews did not ignore or forget 
their r ligiou h rilag . Th y remained 
faithful to it. Upon th hores of the 
new land they built their synagogue , 
their cho I , and th ir in titution of 
Jewi h learning which have always em
bodied th ethical ideals and the way of 
life of our p ople. The proces i con
tinuing with unabated vigor in our own 
day. There i , of cour e, much room 
for improv ment in th religious life 
of our peopl , a there i in the r ligious 
life of all of our fellow citiz n . Ther 
i much to be done in this age of mon
opolizing material interesti:;, by w y of 
inten ifying th pirit of religion among 
our peopl and to improve the agencies 
of r ligiou instruction of our youth. By 
and large, howev r, the American Jew
ish community has been loyal to its re
ligious heritage. Whil ome of our 
people, in certain periods mor than in 
other , drifted away from their religious 
mooring , the great body of our people 

has r main d fully identifi d, loyal and 
st adfast. 

The s cond factor which may w 11 
·erv a a our of pride to us i that 
th Am rican J wi h community ha 
built up through th y ar nobl insti
tutions of philanthropy and human erv
ice. Th re i hardly a J wi h commun
ity in th nit d tates today whi h 
doe not po e its qu ta of ele mo yn
ary in tilution and ocial agenci , ho -
pital , orphanage , horn for th ag d, 
family . rvice ·, ocial c nl r , all of 
them xpr ssing th traditional human
ity of our peopl . Th J ws of m rica 
pr v d to be pion rs in quit a num
ber of philanthropic fields. It has b n 
a generous community, fully al rt to the 
r spon ibilitie of th n dy and th clis
tre sed in th ir midst. Many of our 
ons and daught rs, far out of propor

tion to our numb r , w r found among 
the brave, fr e pirils of our ounlr 
who fought for ·ocial justic , th rights 
of labor, and in def n e of th und r
privil g cl. 

'Ihe third factor to whi h the m ri
can Jewish community may point with 
pride i lhe fact that it n v r i ·olat d 
it elf from th lot of it f llow-J w in 
other parts of th world. Th y r main d 
bound to them in fraternal solicitud . 
They helped them in their n eds. Th y 
came to their cl f nse wh n attack d. 
They poured oul their g n ro ily wh n 
tragedy vertook th m. Th y remain d 
loyal to the Jewish tradition of on uni
v r al J wi h community wher in all 
members are r spon ibl one for an
other. 

And finally, th Am rican Jewish 
c mmunity is abl to point with prid 
lo th fact that when th hi toric mo
ment of con ummalion of ur mill nnial 
national hope arriv d, Am rican J ws 
ralli d almo t a ne man to th ta k 
of building the tat of Isra 1, and th y 
have und rgird J it with their upport 
and unflagging int r st since then. 

THI i not lh ccasion to r vi w 
what th Am rican J wi h commun

ity contributed lo the r e. tablishrnent of 
the Stal of I rael. This is th w rk 
for futur who · con lu ions 
will not b lant d, I am . ur , or uid d 
by jaun lie d party inter ts. But I be
Ii ve, and I beli v that you will agr e 
with m , that without th r markabl 
rallying of th f re of Am rican J w 
in the critical y ars which preceded the 
e tablishm nl of the Stat , without th ir 
monum nlal activili in arou ing and 
mar halling public pinion in thi un
tr , without their forceful political ac
tivity, and without their gen rou out
p uring of sub lane and financial sup
p rt, th tat of I rael would not have 
b en tablish d. This i not to ay that 
th entir credit for this h roic achi ve
m nt is to b giv n to th Am rican 
J wish community far from it. Many 
important fore m rged in th final 
achievem nt, and in the fir t in lance 
the heroic self-sacrifice on th part of 
th fighting Jew of Pale tin . But the 
fact r mains that the great political 
victori which culminat d in th d ci-
ion of th United Nation , and in the 
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r cognition of the Stat of Israel by the 
American Government, were due, in a 
v ry large measur , to the activities of 
the American J cwi h community. 

It should be noted here with gratitude 
that while the American Jewish com
munity had been sharply divided on the 
i ue of Zionism and the hou e of Israel 
had b en, for many y ars, beset with 
th clamor of ideological controversy, 
when the great d cisive moment ar
rived, it rallied, under the leader hip of 
the organiz d Zioni t forces, with r -
markabl olidarity to the caus . This 
solidarity was evid need first in the ex
traordinary mobilization of American 
J ws in b half of the Jewish Common
w alth at the American Jewi h on
ference in ptemb r, 1943, and again 
in th historic year of 1947. Even 
tho e who r fused to abide by the deci
sion f the 1943 confer nee were found 
in the decisive hour loyally activ in the 
ranks of th upp rters of the cau . 

Thi fact may well serve to an en
courag ment for the future. There is 
an hi toric ense among our people 
which a erts it elf commandingly in 
critical hour , which, und r the stress 
of urg ncy, bru hes aside secondary 
and coJlateral issu s and makes collec
tive action mandatory. There is a les
son h r for all Jewish leaders in the 
futur . While the significance of divi
sion of opinion among our people 
should not b underestimated or ignored, 
they should not be overestimated either. 
Our l ad rs should have the confid nee 
and the historic perspective to realize 
that when great i ues call for decision, 
the ov rwhelming majority of American 
J ws will b found on the side of all 
that i con true ti ve, bi toric, and for
ward-looking in Jewish life. For at 
uch moments it is not definitions and 

id ologi which come into play, but 
timele s and unexpungable loyalties. 

Encouraging, too, is th fa t that th 
American J wish community ha b en 
able to produce leader wh n leacl rs 
were n ded, whether in the fi ld of re
ligion, s cial ervice, or education, or 
in our movem nt of national renais-
anc . The e lead rs emerg d from all 

walk of Jewi h lif , from the rich and 
th poor, from labor and capital, from 
native-born and immigrant. They came 
from th circle of the Orthodox, the 
Con ervativ , and th Reform. Th 
cause of Judai m and of the Jewi h 
people was able to draw re pon e, up
port, and l ader hip from all sections 
of our peopl . Thi fact, too, we hould 
bear in mind in th year to come. o 
one group has a monopoly on Jewish 
loyalty and Jewi h ervice, and th des
tiny of our p ople is in the hand of 
no single group or ection of our people. 
It would be well in the future to p nd 
l time an energy in mutual r crim
ination, in parti an hip, or in prestige 
rivalries. It will be wiser by far to 
conduct our variegat d communal life 
in rea onable r straint, in mutual re
spect, s eking always ways of under-
tanding and cooperation. There never 

will be uniformity in American Jewish 
life. There can be an adequate and 
workable unity. 
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WE have now closed three centuries 
of living in this country. W ar 

on the thr shold of the fourth. In no 
other country on earth have our p oplc 
been privileged to enjoy o long a p riod 
of uninterrupted and p aceful dw Hing 
and labor. In n other c untry of th 
world, ·ince the Dispersion, have our 
people enjoyed a continuous perio of 
thr hundred y ar of equality, fr -
dom, and dignity, free from persecution 
and legal di abilities. For all thi w 
hould be grat ful to a kind Providence 

and to th traditions of thic, graciou 
land. For all this we snould be daily 
resolv d to contribute of the be t of our 
heart, min , and hand to th pr rva
tion of the great traditions and institu
tion of thi country, and to the en
hanc ment and nrichment of its cul
tural and spiritual lif . 

What of th futur ? I beli ve that 
th futur rich in promi e for the 
Am rican Jewi h community if th 
cata troph of war does not hatter it 
security and life. As a minority w ar 
helple s against the ravages of hate and 
demagogu ry which war and conomic 
depr sions unleash. But giv n peace 
and economic stability th Am rican 
Jewi h community will move forward 
and d v lop. It will xpand its cultural 
and r ligi u lif an in titutions, and 
will mak worthy contribution to th 
total life of Am ric and world 
If the Am ri an J s of the 
decades will carry on 
and with wi dom nd di. • 
putting fir t things first, ah 
ing th po itive an in 1 

t rpri of J wi h l"fe, he 
thi , th num rical y Jar 
ommunity in th world, l • p:,;i of µe 

gr t t in t rm of faith , ct1U;l,1re__., - nd 
, hola.r hip. What may endanger our 
Jewish future h r i n t con cious s
capi m 0r delib rat a· imilationi t 
tenJencies such a charact riz 1 some 
J wish communities at oth r time in 
oth r part of th wol'ld r th r an un
con cious drift and a carefr r laxa
tion of all di ciplines, not out of convic
tion but out of sheer indiff renc . 

Th Am rican Jewish community will 
surviv if it will r main faithful to th 
ba ic dogma of Jewi h xi tenc - the 
sens of group olidarity, of p opl -
hood, of b 1 nging to an historic Jewish 
community which cut across tim and 
pac , and which is cent r d in a lif 

covenant with th et rnal principle of 
Judai m and with univ r al I ra I. Th 
Am rican J wish community of tomor
row will draw tr ngth from continu d 
and increa ·ed ultural an spiritual con
tact with I ra l. I ·ra l may draw cul
tural and spiritual trength in the fu
tur from contacts with th American 
Jewi h community if thi community 
will b trong in Jewish l arning and 
vital. Oft n in the pa t, J wi h life in 
Pal stine wa r plenished by piritual 
and cultural influences coming from 
Jewi h center out ide of Pal stin . Both 
Judaism and the Hebrew language at 
tim s had to truggle for urvival even 
in Pale tine. At this very time Juda
ism i pas ing through a vere crisi 

of adju tm nt in I rael. The guiding 
principl hould b maximal participa
ti n in Am rican lif and maximal d -
votion to it pr r ss and curily, 
al ng with maximal int r , t in, and 
upport of, I ra J. Th guiding obj c

tiv both for the J w in merica and 
the r st of th Dia ·p ra, a w II a· th 
J ws in the tat of I rael, should be 
the survival of Judaism, whi h al n 
ha given m •aning and gl ry to our 
history. 

I am persuaded that the synagogu 
will b th in titution primarily r -

ponsibl for the survival of th Am ri
can J wish ommunity, a it has b •n 
r ·pon ible for our survival throughout 
our Disp r. ion. To fulfill this task, th 
synagogu mu:t b com mu h mor a 
plac of religi us ducation than it has 
b, n h retof r . n e ·sen ti al featur 
of this J wish r ligiou du alion is th ' 
t aching of the H br w Janguagc, in 
whi h our r ligiou • cullur has mo t 
fully xpr • d it If. J wish c m
munity v r surviv d for l ng which 
ignor d Hebr w. o J wi h ommunity 
ev r contribut d culturally to J wish 
lif whi h did not fo. t r th H br w 
Janguag and litcratur . Th Hebr w 
languag is not only th r p :itory of 
ur most glorious cultural trophi s. It 

has b n a pow rful in. trum nt for 
progrc . and r n wal in J wish lif , 
and th bond of uni n, and th hain of 
continuity. Th Hebr w languag s rv d 
our p ple a th w apon with whi h to 
batt r d wn the . pi ritual and intell c
tual walls of the h tto. It wa. th 
highway along which our p..,cpl moved 
into the modern worl l. n annot, of 
c ur , think f our nati nal r nai ·anc 
mov m nt from th arly Hiulmt 7,im 
day to th r cent crowning days f 
truggl and victory without thinking 

of th brilliant galaxy of H br w writ
rs, po t ·, and S! .. •yist. wh inspir d 

and u tained it. 
If w are thinking of any ultural link 

in th futur betw' n I ·ra 1 and th 
J ws of the ia ·po t must b 
thinking i rms t r w lan-
guag W u t c ation. of 
J w who will b a t th lan-
guag in which th r ral crea-
ti n of I ra 1 will cast. 

To sum up, th Am rican J wish om
m unily of tomorr w will, in th main, 
b what Ameri an J ws will mak it. 
Ext rnal pr s ure may from tim to 
tim b ma ive, but the int rnal mo
tivation will b d cisiv . It sh uld be 
r m mb red that always it w not x
ternal compulsion nor p r ecution nor 
any historic dialectics which k pt the 
J wi h peopl aliv , but fi re , stiff
n eked voluntari m, flowing out of a 
profound, tr asured and gr atly belov d 
faith and a nse of r ligiou d stiny. 
Giv n devoted and well-inform 1 ader-
hip and ad quate religiou training of 

our youth, w may look to th futur 
of the Am rican J wish community, 
barring disastrou r volutionary changes 
in the structure of Am rican gov rn
m nt and society, with a good m a ure 
of confid nt hope. 
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anew as foundations for peace throughout the world. 
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DEAR CO-WORKER: 

PROGRAM AND EDUCATION DIVISION 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

5715-1955 

In this Tercentenary year American Jewry is taking stock of its progress 
and accomplishments during the three centuries that have passed since 
the first Jewish settlers landed in the United States. 

This Bulletin is largely devoted to three related items: 1) Dr. Silver's 
thoughtful survey, entitled "Zionism and American Jewry"; 2) an 
elementary account of the development of Zionism in the United States, 
from earliest beginnings; 3) an analysis of the effects of Zionism and 
American Jewry on each other, and a g ance ah, ad. 

These materials are intended for refe e ce o 
preparing addresses and lectures, and fo r 
programming devoted to the Tercentena y. s 

stud, for use in 
guidance in District 

In this last connection it may be reported tl'Ia~ Hebrew Month this year 
is taking the Tercentenary for its keynote. It will be an especially 
fitting time for a program highlighting both themes--Hebrew culture and 
the Tercentenary. Suggestions for Hebrew Month and History Week 
are given in this Bulletin on pages 7 and 8. 

The materials herein will be supplemented to meet your specific needs, 
upon request to the Program and Education Division. We cordially invite 
your inquiry and your report of District plans, in the assurance of our 
hearty cooperation. 

For your further information, a selection of Zionist and Tercentenary 
source materials is listed at the end of this Bulletin. Let us know 
what you need, in materials or personal assistance. We'll try to help! 

DAVIDE. HIRSCH, Director 
PROGRAM AND EDUCATION DIVISION 

Sincerely, 

RABBI JOSEPH P. STERNSTEIN, Chairman 
RABBI ARTHUR HERTZBERG, Vice-Chairman 
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Zionism and American Jewry 
By DR. , \ BBA HILLEL . IL ER 

[Add.res ' of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at tht• Amerkan Jewish Terc<'ntenary 
Celebration spon ·ored by th American Zionist Council, Monday, l<'ebruary 
21, 1955, at the Hunter Coll ge Assembly Hall, New York ' ity.J 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBU • began 
the journal of his first voyage 

which was to lead to the discovery of 
America with the following words : 
"After the Spanish monarchs had ex
pelled all the Jews from all their king
doms and lands in January, in the same 
month they commissioned me to under
take the voyage to India with a proper
ly equipped fleet." Thus Christopher 
Columbus, who was himself of Jewish 
descent, connected his momentous voy
age of di covery with the expulsion of 
the Jews from Spain. He did not know, 
of course, what would befall these ex
iles, nor where they or their descendants 
would go. Nor could he foretell that 
centuries later there would arise in the 
New World a community of Jews many 
times the size of the community which 
was expelled from the Iberian peninsula, 
and that this community would be in
strumental in the ingathering of many 
Jewish exile from many parts of the 
arth in a reconstructed Jewish state in 

Palestine. Columbus himself believed 
that hi discoveries were the fulfillment 
of prophecy. 

Jews came with Columbus on his fir t 
voyage of discovery, and in the next 
few centuries others came in increasing 
numbers to the Western Hemisphere 
eeking a haven. Thousands of Jews 

were settled in Brazil in the middle of 
the eventeenth century when the Portu
guese captured it from the Dutch and 
forced these Jews to flee to other parts 
of the New World or to Holland, from 
which ome of them had come. The 
twenty-three Jews who arrived on the 
"St. Charles" in Nieuw Amsterdam in 
1654 were not the first Jews who had 
put foot on the soil of what was some 
day to become the United States of 
America. 

It is of interest to note that many of 
those who came to the New World 
wanted to establish Jewish coloni s. 
Thus, in 1652, the Dutch West India 

ompany granted to Joseph Nunez du 
Fonseca and other a tract of land in 
the island of Curacao to found a colony 
of Jews. In 1659 a similar grant was 
made by the French West India Com
pany to David Nassi, a Portuguese Jew, 
to found a Jewish colony in Cayenne. 
There is on record a grant made in 
1654 by the English Government "to the 
people of the Hebrew nation that are to 
go to the wild coast." The idea of es
tablishing community settlements in th 
New World was widely accepted by 
many nationality groups of the Old 
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World, and the J w wi ·heel lo do wha t 
oth r nationality groups wer doing. 
Th y wanted to b with their own and 
among their own in th unexplor ct 
wilderne s of the New World and in 
position to practice their faith and their 
group customs under conditions which 
they th mselves could control. Th y 
knew themselves to b m mb rs of a 
nationality group and th y act d ac
cordingly. 

In 17 3 a m morial was s nt by Ger
man Jews to the President of the on
tinental Congress asking to b inform d 
on what terms a body of G rman J ws 
of about two thousand families might 
settle in this country. In 1 19 a Mr. 
W. D. Robin on of London proposed a 
cheme for a large Jewish s ttlem nt in 

upper Mis i sippi and Mis ouri territory 
t rv a plac o se urity and op
portunity .for the persec t ----~--rn
pre d Jews of Eu ope. 
oth r non-Jews who ish d c 
in the New World J wi h 
and v n a Jew1 h state. In 7 
ric de Saxe who was Mar 
Fran e, took a fancy ti b co ,e ·n 1/ 
I am now quoting ftom th --M nwi r • 
of the Margravine of nspach- "and on 
looking around him, a he f und all 
thrones occupied, h ca t his ye upon 
that nation which for 1700 year had 
neither ov reign nor country. This 
extraordinary project occupied his at
tention for a considerable time." 

THE most notable proj ct, of course, 
for the stablishment of a Jewi h 

state in the New World wa that of 
Mordecai Manu l Noah, foremost mem
ber of the Jewish community of his day. 
On Sept. 2, 1 25, with impressive cere
rnonie , he laid the corner tone of the 
city of Ararat on Grand Island in the 
Niagara River near Buffalo, which city 
was to be th capital of th new Jewish 

tate. It is of interest to note that th 
original intention of Mordecai Manuel 
Noah was to e tablish a Jewi h state in 
Palestine. He was the first real Zionist 
on the American continent. When h ~ 
became convinced that the r storation 
of Palestine was not immediately fea -
ible, he resorted to the idea of establish
ing a Jewish state on Grand Island as a 
preliminary to the ultimate re toration 
of the Jewi h state in Palestine. Nothing 
cam of his project, but Mordecai Man
uel, in spite of the rebuffs which he 
suffered and the ridicule to which h 
wa ubj cted, did not abandon his Zion
i t dream. A lat a 1 45, w find 

him addr ssing a hristian audi n in 
th ity of N w Y rk, app aling for th 
r storation of lh J wi h nation. In 
this addr h tat d, "I confid ntly 
b liev in th r toration of lb J ws 
a nd in th coming of th M ssiah, and 
b Ii ving that political ev nt ar daily 
a urning a hap which may finally 
lC'ad to that gr at advent, I con id r it 
a duty lo call up n the fr p pl of 
lhis country to aid us in any fforts 
whi h in our pr s nt po ·ition it may be 
prudent to adopt. And I have the most 
abiding confidence in th ir go dwill and 
fri endly fe ling in aiding to r tor us 
lo lib rty and ind pend nc ." 

In that ame addr ss Mr. Noah c.l -
Jar d, "Th political vents in Syria, 

Egypt, Turkey and Ru sia indical th 
approach of great and important r vo
lutions which may faciJitat th r turn 
of the J ew to J ru al m." He furth r 
d clared, "England mu t pos • ss Egypt 
as affording the only s cure route to 
her pos ssions in India through th 
R d S a ; th n Palestin thus plac ct b -
tw n the Ru sian po ses ions and 
Egypt, reverts to its I gitimate pro
prie tor and for the af ty of the sur
rounding nations, a powerful, w althy, 
ind pend nt and nt rpri ing p ople ar 
plac d ther by and with the con ent of 
the Chri tian powers, and with their aid 
and agency, the land of Israel pa se 
one more into th po se ion of th 
desc ndants of Abraham . . . Whil 
many who are not pr s nl may suppo e 
that we shall not live to hear tbe tri
umphant success of thi proj ct; yet, 
my friends, it may be n arer than w 
imagine ... If I am right in thi in
terpretation, what a glorious privilege 
is reserved for the fr e peopl of the 
United States, the only country which 
has given civil and religious rights to 
the Jews equal with all other sects, the 
only country which has not persecut d 
them, to be selected and pointedly dis
tinguished in prophecy as the nation, 
which at a proper time, hall present to 
th Lord His chosen and trodd n-down 
p opl and pave the way for their re to
ration to Zion." Mordecai Manu 1 Noah' 
words, too, eem to have b en touched 
with prophecy. 

It i of intere t to note that Mord cai 
Manuel Noah's championing of Zionism 
evoked the first full- cale anti-Zioni t 
reaction. It came from the Grand Rabbi 
of Paris, who had been invited, among 

ther , by Mr. oah to ·erv a a com
mi sioner to admini ter the tate which 
he intend d to establish in Ararat. In 
a lett r in 1 25, in declining Mr. Noah's 
invitation, Rabbi Abraham d Cologn 
wrote in b half of him If and th hief 
Rabbi • in London the following: "W 
d clare that accordin to our dogma , 



God alone know th epoch of the 
Israelitish r storation, that He alone 
will make it known to the whole uni
verse by signs entirely unequivocal, and 
that every attempt on our part to re
assemble with any political national de
sign is forbidden as an act of high 
treason against the divine majesty. Mr. 
Noah has doubtless forgotten that the 
Israelites, faithful to the principles of 
their belief, are too much attached to 
the countries where they dwell and de
voted to the governments under which 
they enjoy liberty and protection, not 
to treat as a mere jest the chimerical 
consulate of a pseudo restorer." There 
it is- the whole anti-Zionist argument 
in a nutshell. 

THE generation in which the 23 J ew
ish refugees from Brazil landed in 

ieuw Amsterdam was a dark, stormy, 
and tragic period in Jewish history in 
Europe. The out tanding political event 
of that time were the Thirty Years War 
which closed in 164 , and the Cossack 
Rebellion which began in 1648. The 
former violently disrupted the life of 
Western European Jewry and im
poverished it ; the latt r crushed and 
decimated Poli h Jewry in one of the 
most horrible tragedies in our history. 

Throughout the first half of the 17th 
Century, the Jews of Germany were 
subjected to all the humiliating restric
tions of the Dark Ages of Europe. The 
Middle Ages were till on. The Refor
mation had availed them little. The 
German Jews were till huddled in 
ghettoe , branded with the yellow badge, 
victimized by excessive taxation, and 
subjected to frequent popular outbursts 
and riots. The Thirty Year War marked 
the time when Jewry in Europe reached 
it lowest ebb. 

The Cossack upri ing in the middle 
of the 17th Century broke the back of 
Poli h Jewry. The os ack hordes, led 
by the cunning and ruthless Bogdan 
Khmielnitzki, aided by Tartars sent by 
the Khan of Crimea, swept over the 
whole of the Ukraine, bringing death 
and destruction with them. Volhynia 
and Podolia were soon engulfed in the 
onrushing tides of the ruthless bands 
who were bent upon the extermination 
of all Poles and Jews and who executed 
their purposes in most t rrible and sav
age ways. For nearly two years, in 
164 and '49, the terror reigned. It is 
estimated that three hundred Jewish 
communities were de troyed and that 
300 000 Jews were massacred. The 
ghastly experiences of thes years left 
a car on the oul of Polish Jewry. Five 
year later the Ru sian and Swedish in
vasion took place, adding new disasters 
to the already long catalogu of nation
al cata trophe . Thi wa the Old World 
background against which we should 
view the first ettlement of Jews in 
what i today th United States of 
America. 

Th 17th entury wa very favorable 
to the pread of fervid Mes ianic hope 
among the J ws of Poland, and the Jews 
of W tern Europe. The Shabbetai Zevi 
mov ment in th middl of the century 
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found Polish Jewry bleeding, broken, 
intellectually and piritually exhausted, 
steeped in Messianic lore, eager to re
ceive any mes age which promised swift 
and miraculous surcease from its suf
fering. Messianic expectations ran high 
also among German Jewry. Gltickel von 
Hameln writes in her memoirs, "It is 
difficult to describe the joy with which 
the letters (from the East telling of 
Shabbetai Zevi) were received in Ham
burg." Some of the Jews who fled from 
Brazil to Holland, like Isaac Aboab, be
came fervent adherents of Shabbetai 
Zevi. These Messianic expectations had 
important historic consequences insofar 
as they corresponded with similar mes
sianic strivings in the Christian world. 

Christendom, too, in the 17th Century, 
was in the midst of vast confusion and 
conflict, and the mystic movements 
which began simultaneously with Re
formation continued with increasing 
tempo throughout the 17th Century. 
They were all filled with apocalyptic 
visions, with expectations of the second 
coming of Christ, and the return of the 
Jews to the Holy Land. It was general
ly accepted as part of the creed that 
the return of the Jews to the Holy Land 
following their conversion to Christiani
ty must precede the second coming of 
Jesus and the establishment of his king
dom. These strong religious motives 
prepared the way for the unopposed re
turn of the Jews to England, following 
Manasseh ben Israel's m sion t o Crom
well. 

Many of the e Christian m 
later on came to the UnJ·1 :e(l:--S~tes:-: 
brought with them their co t'.io s of 
th millennium and their be i ~ th~ 
restoration of the Hebrew natio . I am 
of the opinion that these beUef Wh1ch 
were a siduou ly taught to succeeding 
generation of Americans became part 
of the religious thought-pattern of the 
American people and were an important 
factor in preparing the way for the 
friendly and favorable reception which 
was given to our appeal to the Ameri
can people for assistance in the estab
lishment of the State of Israel. 

I spoke of the religious background of 
the people who came here during the 

tormative decades of American coloni
zation which proved favorable to our 
cau e. There were of course also poli
tical factors. These ame religious sect , 
Puritan and Anabaptists, brought with 
them as a corollary of their ideas of 
religious independence also concepts of 
freedom from political tyranny. Friends 
of democracy on occasion forget the re
ligiou origin of the democratic revo
lution in the Western World. Modern 
democracy was born out of the truggle 
for religious freedom in the 16th and 
17th centuries. Out of that victorious 
truggle there streamed other victories 

for man; political, economic, and social. 
Thus when, in the 1 th Century, the 
founding fathers of our Republic wrote 
into the Declaration of Independence, 
"We hold these truths to b self-evident: 
that all men are created qual; that 
th y ar ndowed by th ir Cr ator with 

certain unalienable rights," they were 
giving political expression to what was 
fundamentally religious doctrine. These 
doctrines were stressed as having divine 
sanction and Biblical authority by all the 
warring religious sectarians of the 16th 
and 17th centuries. When our founding 
fathers proclaimed that resistance to 
tyrants is obedience to God; or when 
they engraved upon the Liberty Bell the 
Biblical verse: "Ye shall proclaim liberty 
throughout the land unto all the in
habitants thereof"; or when Franklin 
and Jefferson, in drafting the first seal 
of the United States, engraved on it the 
figure of Moses, the first emancipator 
of men, as he stood on the shores of the 
Red Sea and caused its waters to over
whelm the Egyptian Pharaoh and his 
host, they were marshalling religious 
truth and authority to underwrite their 
political revolution. These religiously in
spired ideals of human freedom which 
were associated in the minds of the 
American people with the Bible and, 
therefore, also with the people of the 
Bible, were not without their influence 
in creating that climate of sympathy 
and understanding which in the decisive 
hour proved so tremendously helpful to 
our cause. 

Again, many of the immigrant peoples 
who later came to these shores hailed 
from lands of oppression and tyranny. 
Many of them were themselves mem
bers of nationality groups which had 
suffered from alien domination and ex
ploitation. They too, had been denied 
the right of self-determination, the 
right to be masters over their own 
destinies. They had a natural fellow
feeling for the Jewish people which pre
eminently among the rightless peoples 
of the world bad suffered so much 
through the long centuries. 

The Government of the United States, 
reflecting these prevalent sentiments of 
its citizens, was, therefore, not unwill
ing to help as far as it could, all op
pressed peoples and minority groups 
who were struggling for their rights or 
their national independence. Appeals 
came to our Government throughout the 
19th Century as they have continued to 
come to this day from all parts of the 
world, and seldom did our Government 
turn a deaf ear to them. 

In the struggle of liberation of the 
Greeks from Turkish rule, of the 
Hungarian from Austrian domination, 
and of Poland from Czarist Russia, the 
sympathy of the American Government, 
reflecting the overwhelming sentiment 
of the American people, was definitely 
with the revolutionists against tyranny, 
and our Government evidenced it in 
many ways. It is therefore not at all sur
prising that the Congress of the United 
States adopted a joint re olution in 1922 
favoring the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewi h peo
ple, and reaffirmed its position in 1944. 
It is not surprising that the two major 
political parties of our country included 
in their party platforms in 1944 a plank 
favoring a Jewish national home in 
Palestine. Nor is it surprising that our 
appeal for support received such ready 
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and hearty endorsement from the Ameri
can clergy, the American pre s, from 
governors and legislators throughout the 
nation, in fact, from all section of 
American public opinion. 

I believe that this re ervoir of good 
will and sympathy for I rael still 

exists. Here and there hostile propa
ganda may have caused confusion in 
the minds of ome of our fellow citizens 
but in the main , that historic, religiou -
ly and politically motivated attitude of 
good will continues and will, I believe, 
continue indefintely. Our difficulti s 
were never with the American people, 
but with certain narrow ection in Gov
ernment circles who, for one reason or 
another, under pres ure of one group or 
another, resisted th legitimate claims 
of our Movement. In spite of the e cen
ters of re istance in Government circles, 
the historic fact to be k pt in mind 
alway is that the Am rican Govern
ment did finally rally to our ide and 
voted and encouraged other nations to 
vote with it, in November, 1947, for the 
acceptance of the majority report of the 
United Nations Special Commi ion on 
Palestine which recommended the estab
lishment of an independent State of Is
rael in a part of Palestine. While it is 
true that a reversal of this position on 
the part of our Government took plac 
in March of the foJlowing year and a 
new temporary tru teeship was proposed 
by our Government at a specially con
voked Assembly of the United ations, 
the historic fact again remains that 
when the citizens of Israel proclaimed 
the e tablishment of their sovereign 
state on May 14th of that year, it was 
the President of the United States who, 
within a few moment after that procla
mation, granted de facto r cognition to 
the Government of Israel. 

It is well to bear these facts in mind. 
In the years to come there will un
doubtedly be many issues on which the 
Government of the United States may 
take positions which will not be entirely 
favorable to the State of Israel. Insofar 
as these positions will appear to us to 
be unsound, unjust, or ill-advised, our 
people should mo t decidedly oppose 
them. They should not accept or con
cur in any foreign policy of our Govern
ment, whether in relation to Israel or 
for that matter to any other country, 
which does not appear to them to be 
just and good for the American peopl . 
Governments from time to time adopt 
unwise foreign policies which they later 
revi e and correct. International rela
tions are always fluid and subject to 
change. However, when we criticize 
our Government for wrong policies 
toward Israel, we hould never lose sight 
of the ba ically friendly and cooperative 
attitud which has persisted through 
the e many decades and years. We 
should not interpret all actions of which 
we do not approve as stemming from 
ill-will or malice. We should build upon 
the historic attitude of friendship, re
taining the right to reason with the re
spon ible heads of our Government and 
to persuade them whenever we believe 
that a different cour e is indicated. 
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Over and abov this entim nt of good 
will, which i an heritag of th Ameri
can p ople, ther is al o a growing 
realization on its part that th inter
national inter sls of th nit d tates 
and th caus f th fr 
ly stand to gain from having in the 

ear Ea t a dependabl nation com
mitt d to th principl s of d m cracy 
and human fr dom and 'ag r t co
op rat with th W t rn World in all 
things which will contribut to th prog
r ss and fr dom of m n and na tions, a 
r alization that I ra l is ag r to re
turn fri nd hip for fri ndship, and that 
thi fri ntlship i valuabl to Am rica . 

REVIEW! G th s t ry of lh last 
thr hundr ti years, I b Ji v that 

the J w: of Am rica hav r a. on lo be 
pr ud of th c ntribution which they 
mad t Ameri an !if and of th man
n r in which th y scrv d th aus f 
Judai m, the J wish community of 
Am rica, and world J wry. 

Our b ginnings her w re humbl , as 
w r th b ginnings of all pcopl s who 
cam lo th s shor s. l adily thr ugh 
th years, and more rapi ly in the last 
on hundr ct y ars, our numb r in
crea d and w cam to shar eagerly 
and gratefully in the growing and volv
ing lif of Am rica. ur p ople be
cam in outlook tru childr n f the 
New World, and in s rvic and d votion, 
loyal and proud citiz ns th nit d 

tate . They served it a 
peac and in war. h y 
ab! contributions to its 
p rity, it political a d s ci 
i d mo ratic in titu ion , to a 
indu try, to it art , ci n , lit 
and mu ic. Th y upport d g tl tt Iy 
all th philanthropic and social g'eflcies 
and in titution of our land J wish and 
non-Jewi h alike. Th y have b n not 
an unworthy or unimportant part of 
the colorful, unique, and noble mosaic 
which i America. Of this r cord we 
may be proud. 

There ar , in my judgment, four other 
moments of which the Am rican Jewish 
community has r ason to entertain a 
feeling of pride. In the fir t place, 
Am rican Jews did not ignore or forget 
th ir r ligious heritag . They r mained 
faithful to it. Upon the shores of the 
new land they built th ir synagogues, 
their school , and their in titutions of 
Jewish 1 arning which have always em
bodied the ethical ideals and the way of 
life of our p ople. Th process is con
tinuing with unabated vigor in our own 
day. There is, of cours , much room 
for improvement in the religious life 
of our people, as there is in the religious 
life of all of our fellow citizens. There 
i much to be done in this age of mon
opolizing material int rests, by way of 
inten ifying th spirit of religion among 
our people and to irnprov the agencies 
of r Jigiou in truction of our youth. By 
and large, however, the American Jew
ish community has b en loyal to its re
ligious heritage. While some of our 
people, in certain periods more than in 
others, drifted away from their religious 
moorings, the great body of our people 

has r mained fully identifi d, loyal and 
teadfa t. 
The cond factor which may w 11 
rvc as a sourc of pride to us i that 

th Am rican J wi h community has 
built up through lb years nobl insti
tuti ns of philanthropy and human rv
i . Th r is hardly a Jewi h commun
ity in th nit d tates today which 
do . not poss s its quota f l mosyn
ary in. titutions and so ial ag n i , ho -
pitals, orphanag , horn f r th ag d, 
family . rvic s, social c nt r . , all of 
them xpr ssing th traditional human
ity f ur p opl . Th J ws of m rica 
pro ,c1 to b pion rs in quit a num
ber of philanthr pi fi his. It ha. b n 
a g 'n rou.· community, fully al rt t the 
r spons ibilili s f th n dy and th dis
tr ss I in lh ir midst. Many of our 
:ons and \aught rs, far out of pr por
ti on to our numb rs, w r found am ng 
th , brav , fr spirit of our untry 
wh f ught for cial jus tic , th right 
of labor, and in d fen c of th ' und r
privil g d. 

Th third fact r t whi h th Am ri-
an J wish community may point with 

prid i. th fa t that it n v r i olat d 
ils , Jf fr m th lot of its f !low-Jews in 
oth r parts f th world. Th y r main d 
bound to th m in fraternal s licitud . 
Th y h Ip d th m in th ir ne d . Th y 
cam to th ir d f nse wh n attacked. 
'I'h y pour d out th ir g n rosity wh n 
trag dy v rtook th m. Th y r mained 
loyal to th J wish traditi n of one uni
v rsal J wish community wh r in all 
m mb r ar r spon ible one for an
oth r. 

And finally, the Am rican J wi ·h 
mmunity is able to point with pride 

to th fact that when th hi toric mo
ment of con ummation of our millennial 
national hope arriv d, American Jews 
raJli d almost as one man to the ta k 
of building the State of Isra 1, and they 
have und rgird it with their support 
and unflagging int rest since then. 

THIS is not the occasion to revi w 
what the American Jewish commun

ity contribut d to th reestablishment of 
th State of Isra 1. This is the work 
for futur historians whose conclusions 
will not be lanted, I am sur , or guided 
by jaundic d party interest . But I b -
Ii ve, and I believe that you will agree 
with me, that without the remarkable 
rallying of the forces of Am rican Jews 
in the critical year which pr ced d th 
stablishment of the State, without their 

monum ntal activities in arou ing and 
marshalling public opinion in this coun
try, without their forceful political ac
tivity, and without their gen rou out
pouring of substance and financial up
port, the State of I rael would not have 
b n stablished. This is not to ay that 
th ntir er dit for this h roic achi ve
m nt is to be given to th Am rican 
J wish community- far from it. Many 
important forces m rged in the final 
achievem nt, and in the fir t in tance 
th heroic If- acrifice on the part of 
the fighting Jew of Palestin . But the 
fact remain that the great political 
victorie which culminated in the deci-
ion of th United ation , and in the 
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r cognition of the State of Israel by the 
American Government, were due, in a 
very large measure, to the activities of 
the American Jewi h community. 

It hould be noted her with gratitude 
that while the American Jewish com
munity had been sharply divided on the 
issue of Zionism and the house of Israel 
had been, for many years, beset with 
the clamor of ideological controversy, 
when the great decisive moment ar
rived, it rallied, under the leadership of 
the organized Zioni t force , with re
markable solidarity to the cause. This 
solidarity was evidenced first in the ex
traordinary mobilization of American 
J ws in behalf of the Jewish Common
wealth at the American Jewi h Con
ference in September, 1943, and again 
in the hi toric year of 1947. Ev n 
tho e who refused to abide by the deci
sion of the 1943 conference were found 
in the deci ive hour loyally active in the 
ranks of the supporters of the cause. 

This fact may well serve to an en
couragement for the future. There is 
an historic ense among our people 
which as ert it elf commandingly in 
critical hours, which, under the stress 
of urgency, brushes aside secondary 
and collateral i ue and makes collec
tive action mandatory. There is a les-
on h re for all Jewish leaders in the 

future. While the significance of divi
sions of opinion among our people 
should not be underestimated or ignored, 
they should not be overestimated either. 
Our leaders should have the confidence 
and the historic perspective to realize 
that when great issues call for decision, 
the overwhelming majority of American 
Jews will be found on the side of all 
that is constructive, hi toric, and for
ward-looking in Jewish life. For at 
such moment it is not definitions and 
ideologies which come into play, but 
timeless and unexpungable loyalties. 

Encouraging, too, is the fact that the 
American Jewish community has been 
able to produce leaders when leaders 
were n eded, whether in the field of re
ligion, social service, or education, or 
in our movement of national renais-
ance. These leaders emerged from all 

walks of Jewish life, from the rich and 
the poor, from labor and capital, from 
native-born and immigrant. They came 
from the circles of the Orthodox, the 
Con ervative, and the Reform. The 
cause of Judai m and of the Jewish 
people was able to draw response, sup
port, and leader hip from all ections 
of our people. This fact, too, we should 
bear in mind in th year to come. o 
one group ha a monopoly on Jewish 
loyalty and Jewish ervice, and the des
tiny of our people is in the hand of 
no ingle group or ection of our people. 
It would be well in the future to spend 
le s time and energy in mutual recrim
ination, in parti an hip, or in prestige 
rivalrie . It will be wiser by far to 
conduct our variegated communal life 
in rea onable restraint, in mutual re-

pect, eeking always ways of under
standing and cooperation. There never 
will be uniformity in American Jewish 
life. There can be an adequate and 
workable unity. 
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WE have now closed three centuries 
of Ji ing in this country. We are 

on the threshold of the fourth. In no 
other country on arth have our people 
been privileged to enjoy so Jong a period 
of uninterrupted and peaceful dwelling 
and labor. In no other country of the 
world, since the Di persion, have our 
people enjoyed a continuous period of 
three hundred years of equality, free
dom, and dignity, free from per ecution 
and legal disabilities. For an this we 
should be grateful to a kind Providence 
and to the traditions of thi gracious 
land. For all this we should be daily 
resolved to contribute of the best of our 
heart, mind, and hand to the preserva
tion of the great tradition and institu
tions of thi country, and to the en
hancement and enrichment of its cul
tural and spiritual life. 

What of the future? I believe that 
the futur i rich in promise for the 
American Jewish community if the 
cata trophe of war does not hatter its 
ecurity and life. As a minority we are 

helpl ss against the ravages of hate and 
demagoguery which war and economic 
depre sions unleash. But given peace 
and economic stability the American 
Jewi h community will move forward 
and develop. It will expand its cultural 
and religious life and institution , and 
will make worthy contributions to the 
total life of America and world Jewry. 
Tf the American Jews the ming 
decad will carry n ted y 
and with wisdom alnd 
putting fir t things fi t , 
ing the po itive and indis 
terpri e of J wi h li e, tl).ey 
thi , the num rically larg ewi b' 
community in the world, a1sc>--Olie of the 
greatest in terms of faith, culture, and 
cholarship. What may endanger our 

Jewish future here is not conscious es
capism or deliberate assimil8 tionist 
tendencies uch as characterized some 
Jewish communities at other times in 
other part of the world- rather an un
con cious drift and a carefree relaxa
tion of an di ciplines, not out of convic
tion but out of beer indifference. 

The American Jewish community will 
urvive if it will remain faithful to the 

basic dogma of Jewi h existence- the 
en e of group solidarity, of people

hood, of belonging to an historic Jewish 
community which cuts acros time and 
space, and which i centered in a life 
covenant with the eternal principles of 
Judai m and with universal Israel. The 
American Jewish community of tomor
row will draw strength from continued 
and increased cultural and spiritual con
tacts with Israel. I rael may draw cul
tural and spiritual strength in the fu
tur from contacts with the American 
Jewi h community if thi community 
will be strong in Jewish learning and 
vital. Often in the past, Jewish life in 
Palestine was r plenished by piritual 
and cultural influences coming from 
Jewish center outside of Pal stine. Both 
Judaism and the Hebrew language at 
times had to truggle for survival even 
in Palestine. At this very time Juda
ism i pas ing through a evere crisis 

of adjustment in Israel. The guiding 
principle should be maximal participa
tion in American life and maximal de
votion to its progress and security, 
along with maximal interest in, and 
support of, Israel. The guiding objec
tive both for the Jews in America and 
the rest of the Diaspora, as well as the 
Jews in the State of Israel, should be 
the survival of Judaism, which alone 
has given meaning and glory to our 
hi tory. 

I am persuaded that the synagogue 
will be the institution primarily re

sponsible for the survival of the Ameri
can Jewi h community, as it has been 
re ·ponsible for our survival throughout 
our Dispersion. To fulfill this task, the 
synagogue mu t become much more a 
place of religious education than it has 
been heretofore. An e sential feature 
of this Jewish religious education is the 
teaching of the Hebrew language, in 
which our religious culture has most 
fully expres ed itself. o Jewish com
munity ever survived for long which 
ignored Hebrew. o Jewish community 
ever contributed culturally to Jewish 
life which did not foster the Hebrew 
language and literature. The Hebrew 
language is not only the repository of 
our most glorious cultural trophies. It 
has been a powerful instrument for 
progress and renewal in Jewish life, 
and the bond of union, and the chain of 
continuity. The Hebrew language served 
our people as the weapon with which to 
batter down the spiritual and intellec
tual walls of the ghetto. It was the 
highway along which our people moved 
into the modern world. One cannot, of 
course, think of our national renaissance 
movement from the early Hibbat Zion 
days to the recent crowning days of 
struggle and victory without thinking 
of the brilliant galaxy of Hebrew writ
ers, poets, and essayi ts who inspired 
and sustained it. 

If we are thinking of any cultural link 
in the future betw en Israel and the 
Jew of the Diaspora, then we must be 
thinking in terms of the Hebrew lan
guage. We must raise generations of 
Jew who will be able to read the lan
guage in which the futur cultural crea
tions of Israel will be cast. 

To sum up, the American Jewish com
munity of tomorrow will, in the main, 
be what American Jews will make it. 
External pre sure may from time to 
time be massive, but the internal mo
tivations will be decisive. It should be 
rememb red that always it was not ex
ternal compulsion nor p r ecution nor 
any hi toric dialectics which kept the 
Jewish p ople alive, but fierce, stiff
necked voluntarism, flowing out of a 
profound, treasured and greatly beloved 
faith and a sense of religious destiny. 
Given devoted and well-informed leader-
hip and adequate religious training of 

our youth, we may look to the future 
of the American Jewi h community, 
barring di astrous revolutionary changes 
in the structure of American govern
m nt and society, with a good mea ure 
of confident hope. 
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THE OBSERVANCE IN ISRAEL 

ZOA HOUSE MARKS THE TERCENTENARY 
A nine-day eri s of ob ervanc s in 

the ZOA-Dani l Fri ch Hous in T l 
Aviv compri ed Israel' c lebration of 
the American J wish ntenary. 

The gala program, which t ok place 
at th beginning of the Tercent nary 
year, included addre s s and I cture by 
I raeli and American official , mu ical 
and dance recitals, r nditions of Am ri
can po try, and films. 

At the op ning e ion a me ag 
from President Dwight D. Eisenhow r, 
adjre ed to the I rael community, wa 
read by Franci H. Russell, American 

harge d'Affaires for I rael. The t xt 
i given on th cov r of thi Bulletin. 

Pre ident Ei ·enhow r' me age on 
the T rcentenary, tog ther with Mr. 
Ru ell' addres of which it wa th 
climax and conclusion, ha been tran-
cribed on a fifteen-minut recording 

intend d for radio u e. The recording, 
which open with an introduction by 
Mortimer May, ZOA Pre ident, ha b n 
made availabl to Di tricts for broad
casting over th ir local tation . If 
your Di trict has not y t done so, you 
are urg d to arrange for its early u. e. 
The disc will be sent promptly, on r -
quest. 

Th program of I rael' Tercentenary 
celebration wa the following: 

SU DAY ltJ SSCtfj 8: Moshe Sharett, 
Prime Minister; Peretz Bern tein, Mini -
ter of Trade and Indu ·try; Franci H. 
Ru ell, barge d'Affaire , United Stat s 
Emba y. 

Am I ica11 M11 i : Kol Isra l Oreb tra 
and "Kol Zion Lagolah" Vocal Ens m
bl "; Mark Lavry, Conductor. 

MO DAY R ord d Am .Ii an mu
si : Introduction, by Dr. Lincoln B. 
Hale. ountry Director . S. Operation 
Mi sion in I rael; omm ntary, ena-
ha Ra ina. 

TUESDAY In th Au1itorium: Va
ri ty pr0f/1 nm "Ohel Yaakov," au pices 
El-Al. In the s ion Room: L ture, 
"American Drama," Dr. H. Gamzu; In
troduction, Mr . Eleanor Templeton, U. 

. Information Servic . 

WED ESDAY Am Ii cm Filrn E • -
11i11u: Lecture, "At th Cradle of Talk
ing Picture ," Jacob M. Alkow, Director 
ZOA Hou e; Introduction, Simha Green
wald. 

THURSDAY L ctm- , "The Jew in 
American Music," Mena ha B. Ravina; 
Introduction. Dr. Lincoln B. Hale. 

FRIDAY L tur , "Spiritual Quali-
ties of America," in Engli h, Dr. Thom
a McGrail, ultural Attache of U. S. 
Emba y; in H brew, Jacob M. Alkow. 
R itcition, po try of Edgar Allen Poe 
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and oth r Am rican p els, in H br w, 
himon Fink I, Habima Th atr '. l'o ·al 

E11s mbl . 

AT RDAY In th Au litorium: R -
cital. Am rican Yiddish p try, E. Gol
d nb rg; Intro luction, M. r ss Zim
m rman. In the anl n: Pia110 RC'cital, 
M nah m Pressler, Philadelphia Sym
phony r hcstra. Intro<.lu tion, "Isra -
Ji Mu, i ian.· in lh nit d tat 's," r. 
E. Grad nwitz. 

DAY hi! Ir n's aft r r -
gram of song and dan c, hi of 

I:mbassy .·laff and I)-;ra Ii 
dr 'n. In th Auclitorium: 011c rt, on
tc:npor ary Am ri an mu.·i , m mbcr: f 
L racl P ople's r h stra. In lh Li
brary: L ctw , P etry," 
R uben Avinoam. Intro lu lion, Robert 
D. Davis, Am rican Vic - onsul. 

MO DAY In th Gard n: Dane R -
cit al, Katya D 'lakova. In th Audito
rium: L tur , "Am ri an Art," Dr. H. 

amzu. Introduction r. Z d L. Foy, 
i f, Di vision of Education, Ameri an 

Emba 

tn· t 
0 

th isch, 
w on tru ti 
nifi nt building in T l 

In i rt span tne ZOA :a u. Jrns 
alr ad a place of c nlral itnpor-
tanc in the cultural and communal life 
of Isra I. Holiday ob· rvancc., public 

v nts, r c ptions to visiting dignitaries, 

PROGRAMMING 

and a multiplicity of edu ational und r
takino-: ar all a part of th onstant 
round of a tiviti 'S making up it. pro
gram. 

• s th C I brati n detail <.l ab V ' 

Hous also . tag ll an impr s
ibil. "Thr' Hun r d Y ars of 

J •wry," d • with th 
. h T rcen y. Re nt-

Embass l a formal 
and fun lion. in h nor 
tab! s ar a fr qu nt 

In January nin' lpa11im ( int n iv 
H br w ours s) w re start d at the 
z Hous , whi ·h also sp nsors four 
Ja:s . in English languag an I lit ra

lur . A n w la. s in music a ppr cia
tion was op n d, with a apa ity n
rollmcnl. Th youth club Moadon Lanoar 
r a h d apa i ty regi. tration of on 
hundr d within a f w days, an I a m m
b rship of two hunclr d only awaits 
gr at r fa ilili :. I<~ r, apacious as th 
:tru tur is, its accommodations are 
air ady b ing tax d! 

Th s ar , ome of th activiti s of 
·p cial int r , t lo Am ricans. But many 
m r proj cts and function ar con
tinually on th program, of lik appeal 
to th r J wri s as w II as ( and spe
cially I I:ra !is, y ung and old. 

A Tourist D partment rv s ffec-
tiv •ly in assuring the comfort and en
joym nt of visitors and in promoting 
tourism, which can mean o much to 
th c nomic progr ss of L ra l. 

HISTORY WEEK IN APRIL 
J wish History We k, sponsored by 

th American J wi h Historical Society, 
will b b rved April 17-23. 

Its eel bration is an ·pecially fitting 
part of thi Tercentenary Y ar when the 
J wi h community i taking sto k of its 
300 years of history in America. 

The oci ty ha prepared a catalog of 
mat rials relating to Am rican Jewish 
hi tory. Some of the e ar Ii t d on the 
last pag of this Bull tin. Th Soci ty 
has a travel exhibit available for rental 
and photographs of the xhibit which 
can b purchased for di play purposes. 

atalog of th xhibit may b had on 
r que t. 

Your District i urged to tak the lead 
in an ob ervanc of J wi h Hi tory 
W k within the community your con
gregation, religiou chool, and Center
and al o to utilize all availabl means, 

such as pr ss, radio, t l v1s1 n, nd ex
hi bits, to acquaint th c mmunity at 
larg with the ignificance of Am rican 
J wi ·h hi tory. 

Your ational Organization will co
op rat with th Soci ty t I nd you 
very assi lance in carrying thr ugh 

your I cal ffort. You may hav a om
pl t list f available material by ad
dr sing the Am rican J wi h Hi torical 

oci ty, 30 0 Broadway, N w York 27, 
. Y. Th catalog includ s books, 

pamphl ts, periodicals, study cour es, 
teacher ' aids, cript for pag ants and 
play , film and film strips, and xhibit 
it ms. 

For p cial materials or imply for 
information and advice, inquiry i cor
dially invit d by your ZOA Program 
and Ed11cati n Divi ion. We hall be 
glad ind d to h Ip in very p ible 
way. 

l 



PROGRAMMING: 

THE TERCENTENARY and HEBREW MONTH 

Hebrew Month has become a time
honored institution in American Jewish 
life. Its celebration is sponsored by the 
Histadruth Ivrith of America, the He
brew Language and Culture As ociation, 
in cooperation with the ZOA and many 
other organizations and institutions. 

Traditionally et for the period from 
Purim to Passover, Hebrew Month this 
year will take cognizance of the Tercen
tenary currently being observed by 
American Jewry. Thus, from March 9 
to April 6, ZOA Di trict , in common 
with other group in the community, 
will find it fitting to conduct program 
combining the two theme - Hebrew as 
a cultural force, and the three hun
dredth year of Jewish settlement in 
America. 

In connection with the Tercentenary 
it will be especially appropriate for Dis
trict programs to emphasize the signifi
cant role that Hebrew has played in 
American life. The Old Testament wa 
a potent force in moulding the character 
and culture of the Colonies. The study 
of Hebrew was required in the colleges 
fir t established in North America. And 
throughout its history the United States 
has shown the impress of the Hebraic 
spirit. 

Today the Hebrew language is offered 
in hundreds of colleges and other 
schools. The rebirth of the Jewish State 
has given powerful stimulus to the gen
eral intere t in Hebrew studies. As a 
living language, the vernacular of the 
developing Jewish community in I rael , 
Hebrew bas undergone a renascence 
unique in history and of widespread in
terest to linguists and scholars. To 
American Jews, Hebrew can serve as 
an enduring spiritual link with the 
Yishuv, and add to their own cultural 
enrichment. As the Hi tadruth Ivrith 
puts it, Hebrew hould become the lan
guage of the heart in Jewish homes 
across the United States. 

The Histadruth Ivrith urges that 
communities make Hebrew Month an 
occasion for bringing young and old to
gether in a quest for Hebrew knowledge. 
Following are suggestions for celebra
tion of Hebrew Month, particularly as a 
means of initiating the systematic fos
tering of Hebrew culture. 

ZOA Districts should integrate the 
Hebrew Month p riod in their program
ming, in part on their own and in part 
together with other group as may be 
found mutually helpful. 

A Hebrew Evening may comprise 
your Di trict m eting, or it may be 
more f asible to d vote only part of the 
meeting to a Hebrew program. 

Organize a ChttfJ I v ri or Hebrew
speaking group for adult ; initiate a 
Hebrew study course among the mem
ber ; if possible, organize a Noar I -ri, 
a Hebrew Youth group. The Histadruth 
Ivrith, in cooperation with the ZOA and 
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its R gions, will be glad to provide 
guidance and materials for program
ming these groups. 

Communitywide ob ervance of He
br w Month, with the participation of 
all Jewish groups, is of cour e the ideal 
to be triven for. Zionist groups ought 
to serve as the spearhead in Commun
ity Council and Centers, to effect as 
broad a basis of participation as pos-
ible. Thi year, local committees for 

the T rcentenary ob ervance may ap
propriately be called upon for joint ac
tion. The program, whether on a Dis
trict ba is or in conjunction with other 
P'"roups, may feature-

An addr ss by a scholar or com
munal leader on a fac et of Hebrew 
Month; 

An address on the American Jew
i h Tercentenary; 

Hebrew music, ongs, and dance. 

The Month may al o include a series 
of lectures on the modern Hebrew 
renaissance and the importance of He
brew to the American Jewish commun
ity. A symposium or panel can be con
ducted with the participation of several 
prominent speakers. Among th sub
jects that might be covered are: 

on America: "H bra,· 
mente the Foundation 
can Democracy" ; 

Hebrew Literature in 
from 1640 to the Present; 

H brew ln Colonial America; 
American Hebr w Authors; 
American Hebrew Periodicals; 
Three Hundred Years of Hebrew 

in American Colleges. 

It may be found practicable to con
duct an exhibit featuring Hebrew. The 
exhibit can include the seals of Ameri
can colleg es - Yale, Dartmouth, and 

olumbia - which have Hebrew words; 
Hebrew books and periodical published 
in America; ceremonial objects with 
Hebrew inscription ; reproductions of 
historical documents with H brew; a 
map of the United States marked with 
the biblical names of cities and towns. 
Such an exhibit may be held in the pub
lic library, Community Center, or syna
gogue. 

A film on life in Israel would furnish 
a dynamic program, followed by a talk 
or discussion on the pha es of the film 
touching on Hebrew language and cul
ture. There are many suitable films 
available, as well as the ZOA series of 
film strip . The National Office will 
be glad to advise you, upon request. 

A radio program, and a series of ar
ticles in your local Anglo-Jewish paper, 
are valuable for timulating community 
interest. Your publicity materials should 
also be sent to the daily press. Let 
e eryone know about your Hebrew 
Month activities! 

Hebrew Sabbath has been scheduled 
in the synagogues for Saturday, March 
19. Rabbis are urged to preach on the 
importance of Hebrew in American Jew
ish life today. It is also suggested that 
they invite guest speak rs from among 
the many Israelis now in the country, 
to speak either from the pulpit on He
brew Sabbath or before the various 
synagogue groups during the Month. 

The children, of all ages, should be 
drawn into uitable activitie for He
brew Month. Childr n love to act, dance, 
and ing; they would welcome partici
pation in a play, pageant, or skit, per
formed before an audience of their 
elders. An essay contest, in Engli h or 
H brew, could be held on subjects such 
as-

Hebrew: Tongue of Prophet -
Language of Children; 

Hebrew in Colonial America; 
Hebrew in American J ewi h Life; 

Or, for the very young: 
Why I Like Hebrew; 
A Hebrew Fairy Tale. 

Finally, a children's assembly could be 
conducted, with a program consisting 
of recitations, songs and dances, utiliz
ing available Hebrew records, audio
visual aids, and dramatic materials. 

Many of the suggestions given are in 
the phere of the synagogue or chool 
rather than of the Di trict. But co
operation will prove of common benefit, 
and in any event the initiative of Zion
i t members may well make the c'.iffer
ence between action for Hebrew Month 
and lack of action. 

A s lection of literature bearing on 
Hebrew Month is listed on page 14 of 
this Bulletin. All these materials, as 
well as full information and coopera
tion, may be had from the Histadruth 
Ivrith or the ZOA National Office. Your 
inquiry is invited . . . your action is 
urged! 

SPECIMEN PROGRAM 
for HEBREW MONTH 

(* i,ulicatc m aterial a~•ailable thro 11 1h ZOA ) 

H br w community inging , t ach ing 
of n w ~ong ·• 

B P a n l dis u s ion or ym 1 o ·ium, on 
1. a n there be Zion i m without He

hr w ? (or:) 
2. The influ nee of H brew cultur in 

I 11ra I upon Am rican J •wi sh life. 
(Or: ) 

- A play on H hr win Hehr w : 
1. "Eli z r B n Y huda," a dramatic 

sk •lch pr pared for H hr , Month• 

2. " Gn ivnt Mi l'hloach Manol, " a H • 
hr •w play by D. P rsky• 

3. "Nef sh M an oul," by furi I 
Kinhorn• 

D - H hr w gam : Y hi • or harad • 
(or:) 

E - film in or on H hr w• 
F - Playinsr of Hehr w r cord • 

ZOA PROGRAM AND EDUCATION 



SOURCE MATERIALS 

A Record of American Zionism 
FROM COLO IAL TIMES TO THE PRESE T 

In thi Tercentenary Year it i fitting to ree amine the Zionist role in 
the shaping of our community life here, a well a the share of .\mcrican 
Zioni. m in the achie,·ernent of that tremendou phenomenon, the rebirth 
of the tate of Israel. 

To that purpo e the following review of Zionist tho 1ght and deed in the 
t;nited tate i addre ed. It con i ·t of ten chronological eelion.. Of 
the e the fir t four, dealing with olonial time · and th earliest year. of 
the 'ation, are adapted and greatly abridged by permi sion, from "Th 
Forerunner of American Zioni m" (I rael Horizons, 1953). This valuable 
monograph i by Profe or Raphael 1ahler, noted historian, formerly of 
Poland and the United tate and now ettled in I rael. The remaining 
ection are ha ed on variou record , largely of the Zionist Organization 

of merica-which i natural, ince the hi tory of American Zionism i.
predominantly the history of the ZOA. 

Thi record and the analy i following, entitled "Looking Back- and 
.\head," ar recommended for reading and di cussion by study groups, 
leader , and individual member of aJJ our Di trict . - D. E. H. 

1. THE STATUS OF 
COLONIAL JEWRY 

T11rn our capti ity, 0 Lorcl, 
tlze tream. in the dry land. 

T/1 y that ow in tear 
hall reap in joy.-Psa lm 126. 

IT i a popular belief that the era of 
Emancipation mark d a turning point 

in th ideology of the Jewi h peopl , 
di rupting their traditional tie with the 
Land of I rael and reconciling them to 
the pro pect of remaining forever "a 
people cattered and di p rsed among 
the nations." 

Thi notion is inaccurate in it gen
eralization, even in regard to Europ an 
Jewry. Hi torian have neglected the 
fact that the J w of Ea t rn Europ -
who constitut d th bulk of world Jewry 
-r main d faithful during the 19th and 
20th c nturie • to the ideal of national 
restoration. Even in the We tern part 
of Europe not all Jewi h communiti 
follow d the example of tho promi
nent Jew in G rmany and Fran e who 
with th coming of Emancipation ha t
ened to renounc J wi h national a pi
ration as incompatible with th ir new 
enfran hi ement. In Italy and England 
the official repr ntative of the Jew
ish communitie r mained steadfa t in 
their nationali t hope for long <l cades 
du1<ng the 19th entury. nd in other 
pal'ts of Western Europe the mas es of 
the low r middle cla oppo d the as-
imilationi t trend fostered by their 

e trang d leaders. 
But th cla ic example of a ommun

ity taunchly holding to it hi toric love 
for Zion through the era of Emancipa
tion i pre ented by American Jewry. 
Far from shaking nationali t aspira-
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tion , the Emancipati n gav them fre h 
impuls 1-: II • • • • 

i u 
nui 

o rati 
Z ca 

into vi on 
pr 

nd of th ~cntu 
J t11e in Am rica, U1 
in the world to b m n ·ipat cl, was on 
of th s st communities of th 
Dia pora. n th eve of th Am ri an 
Revolution th re were only 2,500 Jew 
in th thirt n coloni and ev •n as late 
as 1 18 Mord cai Manuel 'oah ·ti
mated the total at :3,000. Thi tiny s ttl -
m nt, one per thousand of th, g n ral 
p pulation, was concentrat >cl in , 
York ity wport, R. I., Philad lphia, 

harl ston, '., and avannah, Ga., 
with small group scatter d in P •nn yl
vania and ' w ork tat . Th larg st 
•ommunity, that of ew York ity, 
number d :mo to 350 souls. 

The civil . tatu of Am l'i an Jew , 
ven b for their enfranchis ment by 

the R volution wa • th b t in th 
world. Ther ,,va • pra ·tically no xag
g ration in th ·tat.em nt contain d in 
a Hebrew 1 tter ent in 1795 by two 
l ader of th w ork Jewi h com
munity, olomon imp on and Alexan
d r Ben Zvi, to the hin ·e Jew · in 

Kaifung: 
"And on this occasion I wi h to 

inform you that w liv h r in th 
country of America, in w York 
and in other place , in great curi
ty. And I raelit tog ther with 
Gentil pr ide in court in both 
civil and criminal ca e . . . and 
they all live in great ecurity." 

Th adiv har of the J w rn the 
m rican :truggl f r ind p nd n e i 

too w •ll known to ne d r ounting. Their 
patriotic atlitud in g n ral was o vi
d •nt that th y could refer to it proud~y 
in p •titions and offi ial addr s e , as in 
th p titi n • of Phi lad lphia J w 
17 ;3 and the m ag of lhe 
J •wi. h community to 
in ]7 4. 

Th small J wish settl ment which 
xi ·t d in m rica toward th end of 

th 1 th ntury rank d high st among 
J wi h ommunities in conomic w !
fare, in ivil quality, and in its int gra
tion in th • ocial and political lif f its 
• untry. But, though highly advan • d in 
th proc ·: of lingual and cultural in
tegration with the g n ral population, 

m rican J wry at that tim had no 
onscious a· imilationist t ndency. 

2. MESSIANIC IDEAS 
IN THE COLONIES 

nd t1tc Lord ·aid mzto him, 'Thi 
i\ tlic la11d w/1ic/1 1 si ore 1111to 
J\bralw111, 111110 Isaac, and unto 
Jacob, ,ayi11g: I will give it unto thy 
eed . ... '-Ucutcronom • 34.4. 

PRI R to th Emancipation, belief in 
th coming of th Mes iah and the 

re ·tol'ation lo the Land of I ·rael was 
·ommon to all J •wi ·h communiti the 
world ov •r. 'l'hi bcli f was the very 
foundation of th Jcwi ·h r ligion a well 
a the ource of the moral str ngth of 
the J wish communiti s. 

In An 1/islol'ical, G ouraphical, Com
m rcial and Pkilosophi al View of the 
Unit d tat s, issued in 1796, W. Winter
bothan1 writ• of the "p ·uliar" cu tom 
of the J w • of harl · ton , ho put a 
:mall bag of <'arth brought from J ru a
l m under th h ad of th d c a d: 

"It j • in tok n of th ir r m m
branc of th Holy Land and of th ir 
exp ctation of r turning thither in 

od's appointed tim<' .... They flat
t r th rn elves that the p riod of 
th ir 1· turn will 'P edily arrive .... " 

This cu tom obtained al o in other 
Am rican J wish communiti s. 

Tho m nts of American Jewry 
which a imilated with respect to lan
guage non thele s h ld fa t to b 1i f in 
the r toration to Zion. In 1761 I. aac 
Pinto is u d in w York the fir t Eng
Ji h tran lation of a J wi h pray r book, 
Evening rvic of Ro h Ha hana and 
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Yom KippU'r, the preface of which 

states: 
"A veneration for the language 

sacred for being that in which it 
pleased Almighty God to reveal 
him elf to our ancestor and a de-
ire to preserve 1 t, in firm Persua
ion that it again be reestablished 

in I rael, are probably leading rea
ons for our performing Divine 
ervice in Hebrew: But that, being 

imperfectly understood by many, by 
some not at all, it had been neces-
ary to translate our Prayers into 

the language of the country wh re
in it hath pleased the divin Provi
dence to appoint our lot ... " 

In the diary of the renown d theolo
gian, Ezra Stile of ewport, there are 
many entries relating to American Jew
ry' hope of the approaching advent of 
the Me siah. Under date of July 26, 

1769, Stile records: 

"Mr. Treat fa Prote tant pa tor 
in ew York] tell me that the 
Jews in ew York expected the 
1:essiah in 1768 and are greatly 

di appointed, that this expectation 
wa excited by ome computation 
on the prophetic numbers by the 
Rabbin of the pre ent day." 

While all Jew of tho e fme w re 
imbued with the hope of d liverance, 
those in America cheri hed a particular 
longing for a reunion with their breth
r n over the ocean. Of all element in 
the Me ianic vision, the idea of the 
ingathering of the exiles had a pecial 
appeal to the lonely, isolated American 
Jewi h community. 

An added impulse to the Me ianic 
hope of American Jews came from the 
fact that many of them wer of farrano 
descent and some them elve Marrano 
who had been rai ed as hr: tians and 
returned to Judai m - either in their 
childhood (e.g. Isaac Seixa , the father 
of Ger horn l\lende Seixa , who figure 
mo t p1omin ntly later fa thi account) 
or even at a mature age ( e. . Aaron 
Lopez of ' ewport). As i known, it wa 
mainly the Me. ianic idea which gav 
the Marranos moral upport in their 
secret adherence to th faith of their 
fathers. 

A in all countrie in the 18th en
tury, in America too the regular aid 
given to the J ewi h settlement in Pale -
tine tr ngthened the link between the 
two communitie . Such help wa given 
mostly through the Palestinian shlihim 
(me engers), who e trips to America 
were quite fr quent considering the 
enormous difficulties of the journey. 

ew York wa the eat of the collector 
of Palestin fund for the entire Jewish 
community, and prominent merchant 
such as Hyman L vy and Daniel Gomez 
wer ·ucces ively elected to this post. 

Rabbi Hayim I aac Kanigal' ermon, 
preached in the wport ynagogue on 
Penteco t, 1773, in Spani h, and pub
Ii h d in Engl! h tran lation by Aaron 
Lopez, wa ignificantly entitled "Th 
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alvation of I rael." It contained an ap
peal to the parishioner to "have a firm 
b lief in the innumerable prophecie 
that predict our re toration," and voiced 
th prayer "that a happy and so long 
wished for time may draw near, when 
the disgrace of our nation shall for ever 
b at an end.'' In a conversation a 
r corded in Dr. Stiles' diary the same 
year (July 15), Rabbi Karrigal tated 
he d:d not believe that "th Rabbins of 
this Age" had "any particular rea on 
for expecting the Me iah immediately," 
but "he thought it wa high time for 
him to com ." 

At th time the two theologian held 
their conver ation the American Revolu
tion wa already brewing; two years 
later the war for independence broke 
out. American Jews were the first in 
the history of Dia pora Jewry to take 
up arm voluntarily in olidarity with 
their neighbor for th ir common libera
tion. That great historical event in 
which they were active participants 
tirred their hopes for the peedy com

ing of the 1e iah. 

3. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
AND AFTER 

nd I 1Pill tum tlz captiv1 

l y people I rael, An l t 
build the wa te cities, a11 
t lze,11.- mo 9: 14. 

THE Am rican colonie ' " • in t,, 
England wa in i self a ' act r for ti

huf 1in th balan e of wo1·ld p.,ower 
which eemed to echo the fir t '' teps 
of the Me iah." The ideological atmo -
phere of the "War of the Lord" that 
pr vailed during the Revolution remind
ed American Jewry of th anci nt hero
i m and glory of Isra I. Likewi e, many 
American revolutionaries looked upon th 
·truggle a a repetition of the fight of 
ancient I rael again t it oppre or . 
The Republican y tern wa believed to 
be founded on the political principle of 
th Old Testament. 

These idea encouraged the Jew to 
manifest their pride in their own na
tional hi tory. In a congratulatory ad
dres sent to President Wa hington, th 
J ewi h congregation of harleston, S. 
as ured him: 

"We and our po terity will not 
c a e to chronicle and commemorate 
you, with Mo e , Jo hua Othanlel, 
Gideon, Samuel, David, faccabeans 
and other holy men of old, who were 
rai ed up by God for the deliverance 
of our nation, His people, from their 
oppre ion.'' 

The replie of Wa hington to the ad
dre ses of the J ewi h congr gation , 
were writt n in the ame vein: 

" fay the ame wonder-working 
Deity, who long ince delivering the 
Hebrews from their Egyptian op-

pre sors planted them in the prom
i ed land-whose providential agen
cy has lately been con. picuous in 
e tablishing the e United tates a 
an independent nation - till con
t inue to water them with the dew 
of Heaven and to make the inhabi
tants of every denomination partici
pate in the spiritual and temporal 
ble ings of that people whose God 
i Jehovah.'' 

A people thus officially di tinguished 
felt confirmed in its Mes ianic faith, for 
how should it fare wor e than other 
nations that wi hed to participate in it 
ble ing ? 

t the end of 1783, with the victory 
of the Revolution, mo t of the J ewi h 
patriot , who had fled from New York 
rather than erve the Briti h, returned 
from voluntary exile to their home 
town. Shearith Israel (Remnant of 
Israel), ew York's first congregation, 
was reorganized under the leader hip of 
the patriot . In January, 17 4, the new 
leader presented an addr s of loyalty 
to George Clinton, Governor of ew 
York, and soon afterward a patriotic 
prayer was compo ed for the congrega
tion by one of its prominent members, 
Rabbi Hendla Yochanan van Oettingen. 
The la t pa sage of thi prayer plead 
for the restoration of Israel in the e 
unu ual word : 

"A Thou ha t granted to the e 
thirteen State of America verla t
ing freedom, o mayst Thou bring 
u forth once again from bondage 
into freedom and may t Thou sound 
the great horn of our freedom .. .'' 

Th triking originality of thi prayer 
is in the inver ion of the usual parallel 
between Amer:ca and I rael. H re 

merica erve a the pattern for 
I rael' liberation, and not vice-ver ·a a 
wa cu tomary in similar prayer . Thi 
parallel lends to the prayer for Jewish 
restoration a reali tic lement which 
mark the tran ition from pur ly me -
sianic b l'ef to th modern, political 
concept of Zioni m. 

It i now time to examine the life and 
thought of the mo t remarkable of the 
earlie t fo1·erunner of Zioni m, Ger-
horn Mende Seixa , fir t minister of 

America' olde t ynagogu , already 
ment·on d- hearith I rael (known also 
as the Spani h-Portuguese ynagogue, 
and ince 1907 under the piritual lead
ership of Rabbi David de ola Pool). 

A native ew Yorker, Seixa was 
born in 1745 into a family of larrano 
d c nt. At th age of 22 he wa elected 
Hazan (reader) of Congregation hear
ith I rael, wher he erv d al o a the 
teacher of the Talmud Torah. He re
mained in h. po t for forty-nine year , 
until hi death in 1816. Activ in edu
cational and charitable affair , eixa 
wa a highly e teemed in the broader 
community as among hi own pari h
ion r . He wa frequently called upon 
to addr s hri tian congregation , and 
erved as a tru t e of olumbia College. 
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probably was the fir t to in-
the Engli h ermon in a w 

ynagogu -perhap th fir t to 
do so in all America. Among his many 
sermons (included in the Lyons ollec
tion of the Am rican Jewi h Historical 
Society, to whom w are in<l bt d), ther 
is hardly one in which the ideal of Zion 
Restored doe not con titut on of the 
main topics, if not the main on . Th 
fir t of two . ermons by eixa. published 
in his lifetime, and probably th fir. 
he ever delivered, dated ovcmber 2G 
17 9, is devoted principally to hi. favo-
1·ite theme: 

"From hi. l fose ·' I time ven 
unto Malachi ... the am a:sur
ances are given of our re toration 
when that w should r turn unto the 
Lord with a contrite heart, a trn 
. p·rit and sincere repentance; that 
He will then hearken unto our prayers 
and upplications, and cause us to 
be again establi hed under ou1· own 
government as we wer formerly." 

And a if he had foreseen mod m ob
j ctions to Zionism on the J,art of a 
group in American Jewry, this 18th Cen
tury preacher goes on to say: 

" ... Though we are through di
vine goodne . made equal partakers 
of the b nefits of gov rnment by 
the con t:tution of the Stat s, 
with the rest of the inhabitants, 
·till we cannot hut vi w ourselves 
as captive. in compari on to what 
w were form rly, and what we ex
pect to be hereafter, when the out
ca t of Israel shall be gathered to
gether, as it is aid in Isaiah h. 
XXVII, v. 12 .... " 

Thu· the mini ter of the 1cw York 
ongregation empha. ized hi • conviction 

that American Je\ should vi w them
selve from th perspective of their 
people s history and aspirations for th 
future, "in comparL on to what w were 
formerly, and what we xpect to b, 
hereafter." 

Here again, as we have seen in Rabbi 
van Oettingen's prayer, is no crav n 
fear of the mod rn bogey, dual loyalty. 
On the contrary, the recent ucc s of 
th Revolution and their own enfran
chi ement stimulated further the Mes
sianic dream among the congr gants of 
Shearith I rael. Seixas was the fil·st to 
link the emancipation of the Jew with 
their longing for reestablishment in 
Zion. 

4. FIRST YEARS 
OF THE REPUBLIC 

The Lord will et 11 i hand again 
tl,c ccond time to recover the rem
nant of His people.-! aiah 11:11. 

THE econd of Seixa ' ermon pub
lished a a pamphlet was delivered 

nine year after the fir t, in 1798. In ad-
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dition to th idea expr d in the first 
. rmon, it r v al a convi lion that the 
1 s ianic era was approa hing. 

In th war b tw en r volutionary 
Franc and Eng·land, Am 'rican shipping 
wa. being- int rfcred with by both 
powe1·.. The Federalist Party in the 

nited tales was using th situation 
for war propaganda against Franc as 
w 11 as to attack th R publicans for 
th ir sympathy with h • ma ·s s in th' 
Europ an r •v lulion. • eixas wa: one 

f th f w among th clergy who call d 
for p 'ae in th ·r :ermons on the fast 
clay proclaimed by Presid •nt John 

dam . . 
In • eixa:,,' : •rmon a call for an end 

to internal strif in m •rica and to 
war: among the nations is int rwo en 
with a vision of t,h n~storation of Israel. 
J ws, and the "sons or oah" as w 11, 
should conduct their liv s in broth l'ly 
love in order l hasten the r ,(! mption 
of Isra I which will bring about p ace 
on earth. 

ixas' estimate of the world situalion 
a: the "birth pangs" of the lessianie 
tim seemed confirmed by event · of the 
n xt y at·. In t799, aft r hi conqu s 
of Egypt, Bonapa1·tc marched into Pal •s
tine, look th, ports of Caza and Jaffa, 
and moved up the coast to kko ( ere). 
J n a manifesto is:ued from his head
quart rs, J ws all ov r th world w •1· 

called upon lo stand h a pol con' · army 
in order to r build their 1 ii 

th ir andent hon'l la d. I h u }j 

• p •dition soon proved a • ti i ·, 

hope of an approachi1 g r st • 1 

tinu d t t: r J ,._ ' S ery ..-h • , 
• : v ral y ars pa : <l ..- ' th 

oC inter· t bv th rid po r: t.h • 
\' . torhti n of th cwL·h 1otn~ nd, 

eixas appeal' a :om what shak n. In 
an undated fragment of a s •rmon 
prca<"hed after 1 01, h point •d to "thi!-i 
long and miserabl captivity," whos nd 
could not be predicted "by human skill.' 

In anoth •r undat d : •rmon, probably 
of 1 04, th traditional r ligious motiva
tion for th r turn to Zion was render <l 
in modern t rms: 

"Although w ar ·o happily sit
uated in this country, o much pr f
crable to our Brethren disp rsed jn 
other parts of the world, yet w 
annot p rform th dt s and cer -

moni of our tempi service, which 
was only given to b ob: rved fo 
the Holy Land, and until we ar, 
again mbodied and s ttled as a 

ation w cannot comply with that 
part of ou1· holy Law .... " 

nother 1notif ring out in the Charity 
rmon deliv r d by S ixas on January 

11, 1 07-appr h n ion in r gard to th' 
future of Jew in all countri , including 

merica: "For although, we are through 
divin mercy in favor with the p opl 
of these tat , y t w cannot boast of 
what may b h reaft r. . . ." 

At the time eixa preached this r
mon he b lieved he had even more rea
on than before to int rpret world 

cv nts as th p1·clud to L rn l re lora
tion. The olablcs' A s mbly convok d 
by apoleon in 1806 and, even mor , 
th Assembly's call for a Sanh drin 
(J '\\'ish ouncil) to come tog th 1· in 
Pari:, had ·mbu d .J •w: thrnughout th 
world with new h p s. This t• ·pccta
tion p1·('Vailcd among- many r ligious 
leader., vcn som, :o far remo d fr m 
polili al r alili s a. the Jlassidic rabbis. 
Political write1·!-i in many lands credited 
Bonapart •'s pompous acts with sub
stc1n<'l'. Thus an English <•dition of th 
Tra11saclioll of the otables' Ass mbly 
cani<•d a pr •fac whkh r pr : •nt d the 
<"Onf n•1we as a nwans of forming th' 
Jews into "a di:linct nation of th •ii
own. ' nd an Am rican analyst, wri -
ing in th, \'iq;inia press, spc ·ulal •d on 
th• pradieal ff eels of ,J •wish res ltl ,_ 
m nl on ti e ear Ea:t and on how 
many ,J •ws w uld respond; even if n ,_ 
fourth of all the Jews w •nl l Palestine, 
h • judged, th 'Y would form a r •sp • ·l
abl national slat•. 

No wond •r ll:al in his Charity rmon 
<'ixas dwclled on the s •n:ational vent 

of th• 1 otables' A:!-; •mhly, pointing to 
it as an infallihl sign of th' approach
ing d •Ii ernn ·c. 

While he b •Ii •v •d the re:loration 
would com• a: a fulfillm •nt of Divin 
proph •tic•s, , eixas did n l cone iv of 
th• rc•lurn to Z on as a :up rnatural 
phenom '11 n, but rather exp 'C'ted it to 
b aceomplish d as a I csull of th inter
play of interests among th world 
pow •rs. In this resp cl as in hi: m
phasis on J wish statehood, h may be 
ju:tly I' •gard •d as a pion r of mod •rn 
Zionism. 

.'cixas wa: realist en u~h not to plac 
his trust in 'apoleon without 1· s rva
Con. Y cl h was firmly convinc d that 
the world situation had brought forth 
th condition: for th' restoration m 
Zion. 

Only on y ar lat r, on March 17, 
l O , ' a pol on issued his "infamous cl -
cree" which not only xplod d the illu
:ions of restoration attach <l to him but 
drnstically curtailed th mancipation 
rights granted to th ' J w. by th 
French Revolution. Though d ply di -
appoint d in apo1 on as an ag nt of 
provid nee, eixas remain d to the v ry 
last unshaken in his absolut faith that 
Israel would one day o home. 

With th death of G rshom l\1 11<l 
, ixa • on July 2, 1816, the fir t ·hapter 
in the for runn r of Zioni m com s to 
a close. The second chapter, compri d 
chiefly of the work of Mordecai Manuel 

oah, beg·in • . care ly two y ars later. 
But b for leaving this account of arly 
b ginnings, let u' analyz briefly th 
main caus of th ba ic contra t in 
attitude toward the id a of restoration 
in Z:on b tween Am rican Jewry and 
the spoke men of W t European J w 
at the turn of the 18th entury. 

Thi • contra t wa a r ult of political, 
ocial and cultural diff r nces. nlik 

th French R volution, th r volution in 
meri a had no need to ov rcome a 
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feudal y tern of political particularism, 
either among the general population or 
in the Jewi h community. The absence 
of separatism in the organization of the 
Jew made unnecessary any effort on 
their part to prove their patriotism by 
giving up their own national ways of 
life. 

Even more deci ive was the fact thi 
country wa built a a multi-national 
and multi-r ligious tate. Under such 
condition the adher nee of the Jews to 
their national cultural traditions and 
their hi torical a pirations wa regard
ed in the ame light as that of any other 
nat·onality or religiou group in this 
country. 

La tly, in contra t to France, Ger
many, and other land , atheism did not 
become the fa hion with the ruling 
cla e here. Thi r u lted in a longer 
per istence of religiou tradition among 
American Jew ; and on the part of the 
general public it brought sympathy and 
under tanding based on the prophecie 
of Scripture, sacred to hri tian as well 
as Jew. 

These circumstances account also for 
the fact that the ideas of Gershom Men
de eixas continued to permeate Ameri
can Jewry for many decade , until the 
80 of the 19th Century, when they were 
succe ded by the trend of Hibbath Zion 
and later by political Zionism. 

5. FROM MORDECAI NOAH 
TO THEODOR HERZL 

The only olution i .. . the auto
emancipation of the Jew , tlzeir re
tum to the rank of the nations by 
the acqui ition of a Jcwi h homeland. 
- eo Pin kcr, " uto-Emancipation" 

(1881). 

MORDE AI 1A EL OAH (1785-
1 51) delivered a Discourse at the 

consecration of the rebuilt nagogue of 
Shearith Israel in 1 1 , t~ o year after 
the death of Gershom 1ende Seixas. 
In that address he propo ed the r e -
tabli hment of the J ewi h tate in Pale -
tine by the united effo1 t of the Jew 
them elve . Thu oah, usui:dly de ig-
nated as lhe fir t merican Zioni t, wa 
de cend d in a direc t line from that re
markable man to who-·e po ition he uc
ceeded in the ongregation and who e 
fervently preached idea on the restora
tion of Zion he had ab orbed. 

The on of fanuel oah of Phila
delphia, who had render d di tingui hed 
patriotic service in the meri an Revo
lution, Mordecai achieved a career of 
bewildering variety and wlor. He was 
a journalist, playwright, lawyer, ur
veyor, army Major, Con ul to Tuni , 
High heriff of ew York-and these 
do not xhau t the 1i t! 

oah ent hi Discour e on the dedi
cation of Shearith I rael to Thoma J ef-
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ferson, John Adams, and Jame fadison, 
all of whom an wer d him. Adams re
sponded, with omewhat dubious sym
pathy: 

"I really wi h the Jews again in 
Judaea as an independ nt nation; 
... once restored to an independent 
government, and no longer perse
cuted, they would oon wear away 
orne of the a periti s and peculiari

ti of th ir chara ter." 

In 1825, oah launched a far-fetched, 
quixotic cheme which had b en on hi 
mind for over five y ar . It was to 
h Ip olve the J ewL h pro bl m by pro
viding the Jew of the world with an 

nclave of their own, within and under 
the protection of the nit d tates. Thi 
xtrat rritorial home wa to be on 

Grand I land, about five by thirteen 
mile in area, in the 1 iagara River, 
near Buffalo, ' ew York. 

A dramatic call to the Jews of the 
world to a semble for the founding of 
the " ity of Refuge" was published in 

oah's paper, The National Anthem. 
nd in S ptember, 1825, the self-desig

nated Governor and Judge of I rael ap-
peared in a grand proc sion, followed 
by dedicatory cer monie . at Buffalo. 
The ity of Refuge was to have been 
but an interim ttlemePt to be followed 
by permanent e tabli pm nt of the Jews 
of the world in Pal tin . But after a 
magniloquent proclamatio 1 i ued upon 
his return to his home n e or , 

oah m to ha v dro \:> d a d o -
g-otten the project. 

De pite all hi theatric ls, 
a u tained belief that the J e i 
~ ould ari a ain. In l84 . , ~.. .; 

• J~~ 
·,·~l~ fl~ )---.~~•~~.,_.I~..,_...;. 

I From I I THE IANNER OF THE JEW I 
i . 
i O for Jerusalem's trumpet now, Ii 
J To blow a blast of shattering power, = 

i To wake the sleepers high and low, ! 
i ANndhroudsef them to the urgent hour! I 
; o an or vengeance-but to save, I 
I A million naked swords should wave. I 
I . 
I Oh! deem not dead that martial fire, I 
I Say not the mystic flame is spent! i' 
I With Moses' law and David's lyre, 
i Your ancient strength remains unbent. I 
- Let but an Ezra rise anew I 
I To lift the banner of the Jew! I 

I A rag, a mock at first-ere long, I 
I When men have bled and women wept ! 

J To guard its precious folds from wrong, I 
I Even they who shrunk, even they who slept, 
i Shall leap to bless it and to save. i Strike! for the brave revere the brave! I I Em"• Luarus. 

•:•,._.---------------~ 

twenty year after hi eccentric Grand 
I land venture, he presented his memor
able Discourse on the Restoration of the 
Jews at the Tabernacle, a Protestant 
church in ew York. The addres , which 
was printed and widely di tributed, is 
r markable as a foreshadowing of po
litical Zioni m. We almo t hear Herzl, 
a half-century later, in oah's words: 

"The fir t tep is to solicit from 
the ultan of Turkey permi ion for 
the Jew to purchase and hold land; 
to build houses and follow any oc
cupation they may de ire, without 
mole tation and in perfect ecurity. 
... The whole territory urround
ing J ru alem ... will be occupied 
by enterprising J w . The valleys 
of the Jordan will be fill d by agri
culturi t from the orth of Ger
many, Poland, and Rus ia. Mer
chant will occupy the seaport .... 
Tho e who de ire to reside in the 
Holy Land and have not the means 
will be aided by the e [propo ed] 

ocieties to reach their desired 
haven of repose." 

He upplements appeals to humani
tarian motives with pleas directed to 
practical interest and telling argument 
based on Jewish and Christian prophecy. 
"The time will come the promise will be 
fulfill d." The whole is a ma terpiece 
of pleading, and a ummation of the 
Zioni t ca e which, in e ence, aston
i hingly modern. 

Equally with hi ab urdly romantic 
e ay in the realm ol actio oah's 
pok n and pr bl· h d app al came to 

nothing. The Jews in fact evinced less 
enthu ia m than did many of the Prot
e tant . oah wa too far in advance 
of his time. But hi name occupies an 
honored place among the pioneers of 
Zioni m. 

In th quart r-century following oah's 
Di cours the intere t of American Jews 
in th ir people's problem was confined 
to dome tic charity. Ther were efforts 
her on behalf of J ewi h s ttlement in 
Pale tine, but th e came from non
J w . In the '50's and '60' at least 
three thorough-going proj ts were 
launch d by w 11-meaning hri tians; all 
led to actual colonization, but all ended 
in failur . 

During thi period, however, advocates 
of J wi h l'e toration w re not wanting 
abroad. In 1 62 Mose He publi h d 
the cla ic Rorne and J rusalem. The 
'70 produced a remarkable ferment in 
European J wi h literature, leading to 
the birth of the Hibbath Zion (Love of 
Zion) movem nt. Amon it progenitors 
were Aaron David Gordon, who in 1870 
publi hed in the joumal Hamaggid a 
serie urging J ewi h colonization of 
Pal tine a a pr lude to nationhood; 
Eliezer ben J ehudah (later the lexico
grapher of modern Hebrew and heroic 
exponent of it ecular u e in Palestine), 
who in 1 79 was already insi ting, 
through his articles in Hahashar, upon 
Hebrew as the daily language of the 
settlers; and Leo Pinsker, whose epoch-
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making Auto-Emancipation in 1881 an
ticipated in it e entials H rzl' for
mulations. 

The influence of the Hibbath Zion 
movement and the many Hovevei Zion 
(Love1·s of Zion) societies which sprang 
up in Ru ia and Romania spread wit.h 
the immigrant influx to th nit d 
State . The first o ieties in this coun
try were e tabli hed in ew York, hi-
ago, and Philadelphia in the early '80 . 

In ew York two uch groups merg d 
as the H evra Ohave Zion. About 1 90 
some of the Hevra's leaders organiz d 
the Sho vai Zion (Returners to Zion), 
who e member planned to s ttle in 
Pale tine. committee wa ent to 
buy land but the ef fort was a failur 
and the enterpri e fell into inactivity. 

Th movement in thi country was 
compo ed mo tly of Ru sian immigrant 
together with a number of prominent 
Rabbis uch as abato Morai , H nry 
Pereira Mend s, Benjamin Szold, Aaron 
Wi e, Gu tav Gottheil, and rJarcu Ja -
trow. The a tive leader hip how ver 
was in the hand of men of East Euro
pean descent. Among these w re Joseph 
I. Blue tone, a physician, pre ident of 
the ew York organization; Joseph H. 

ohen, well-known merchant and manu
factur r; lexander Harkavy, H brew 
and Yiddi h lexicographer, and Zevi 
Hirsch Bern tein, publisher of the He
brew pape1·, Hatzofeh Ba'aretz Ha-Ha
dasha. 

Such were orne of the activities and 
leading spirit in the pre-Herzlian 
period. But before the trumo t call of 
the J udenstaat resounded from acrnss 
the Atlantic th r w re two more Zion
i tic developm nts h re de rving of 
note. 

Emma Lazarus (1 49- 7) was a ew 
York Jewe s of Sephardic anc stry, a 
de cendant of er hom Mendes Seixas, 
arly for runn r of political Zionism 

( ee Section 1-4). Her poetry had won 
the admiration of Emer on Bryant, and 
other giant of merican letters. D ply 
mov d by the Ru sian pogrom of 1 81, 
he poured out her f elings in a s ri s 

of es ay ntitl d "Epi tl to the H -
br w " publi h d in 1 2 in the m ri
can H hr w, in whi ·h he pl aded for 
"a home for th home! . . . a fr e 
J ewi h tate.' " 11 ugg ted solutions 
of the Jewish problem other than this," 
she wrnte, ' ar but t mporary pallia
tive .'' 

In ongs of a mite, By the Wat rs 
of Babylon, and The Banner of the Jew, 

he tru k out at h r people's per ecu
tor and called for a r birth of the an
cient Jewi h pirit: "Wake, Israel, wake! 
Recall today / th glorious Maccab an 
rage .... ' he died a decade too soon 
to see "an Ezra ri e anew / to lift the 
banner of the Jew." 

Emma Lazarus' nationali tic in pira
tion came in the last few years of h r 
tragically short life. But her tirring 
ong live in the literature of Zion re

born. 
In 1891, William Black tone, a Prot-
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e. tant mini t r of hicago, pr ent d a 
petition to Pr sid nt B njamin Harrison 
urging "th holding, at an arly <lat 
of an international on:f rence to con~ 

ider th condition of th Jsra lites and 
th ir claims to Pale tin a th ir ancient 
hom , and to promote, in all ot.h r ju t 
and prop r ways, th all viat.ion of t.h ir 
suff ring condition." 

The Pr sident and hi r tary of 
tate w r a k d in th m morial to 

u th ir influ nc with th gov rnm nts 
of Europ to bring about the propo ed 
confer nee. Th document. was ndor d 
by hi f J us tic Fuller, ardinal Gib
bons, John D. Rock foll r, J. Pi rpont 
Morgan, Russ II ag , and yrus \V. 
Fi Id, a. w II a s oth r min nt citizens 
in gr at numb r. 

Illack: t. n had visited Pal stin and 
had seen th m is rable condition of the 
Jew of Europ . Hi m morial was pr -
s nted on b half of a conf r nee of 

hristian and J ws pr viously h Id in 
hicago. It wa a nob) and painstak

ing effort, but a futil on , without 
ff ct. om wh r in th at.ional ar-

c~ives pr sumably it gat.h rs du t along 
with th other forgotten curiosa of 
bureaucracy. 

THE B \ LE PROGRAM 

Zioni, ·m eek! to e • 
licly r cognized and 
home in l'al tine 
people. 

In ord r to attain 
'ongr : adopt t 

mean : 
1. Th .·y tematic promoti n <W 

th ·e ment of Pale tin with 
Jewi ·h agriculturis ·, arti an , and 
craft men. 

2. The organization and federa
tion of all Jewry by mean of local 
and genera) in titution • in conform
ity with the local law . 

3. Th :trengthening of Jewi h 
entiment and national con ciou -

nes. 
4. Pr paratory tep for th pro

curing of uch Government a· ent 
a.· are neces ary for achieving the 
object of Zioni m. 

6. THE FIRST ZIONIST 
CONGRESS 

It is a natio12al que tion, ancl in 
order to olve it we mu t {ir t of all 
tran r Orm it into a political world 
c11w lion , to b, auswered in. the 
council of the civilized people .
Th ·odor I I rzl, "Th J ,. i h tatc" 
(1896). 

MODER political Zioni m dates 
from the Fir t Zioni t Congress, 

convoked by Herzl in 1897 at Basle 
witzerland. , 

nlik the leader of llibbalh Zion 
and arli r pr dece or , Th odor Herzl 
(1 60-1904) had but m ager know! dge 
of Judaism and J wi h affairs. In fact 
h was una quainte<l with th theori 
f H ·s Pin k r or oth r nat.ionali t 

wh n, ·tirr d by th trea on trial of 
aptain Alfr d Dr yfu in Pari (1894-

fi ), h wrote Ou Juel n ·taal (The J wish 
.. tat. ) and thus chang d th course of 
J wi : h hi story. [For a chronology and 
oth r mat rial e ZOA Program, Guide 
ancl .. ' 0 11 rc book for the Herzl Anniver
, ary Year.] 

Th Firs t ongre . •rved to combine 
into a p rmanent body- th \ orld Zion
is l O1'ganization - t.hc old r colonizing 
group ·, t.og ther with n w supporter all 
o r th world. rnong th n wcom rs 
\\' r notables , uch as fax ordau and 
Jsracl Zangwill, world-known writers. 
Th ir influ nc was invaluabl in coun
tering th opposition of pow rful for es 
align d against Herzl's "mad h me." 

Th Fir. t ongress adopt d as the 
chart r of th Zioni ·t. movcm nt what 
has ·in• b n known as th Basie Pro
gram. It d lar d t.hat "Zionism e ks 
to stabli sh a publicly r cognized and 
l gally s cured horn (or homeland) in 
Pal s lin for the Jewish p opl .'' The 
Uasl Program listed four m ans to be 
u: d for the at.taimn nt of this obj c
t.iv . Thi: t. xt r main d unchanged 
through the y ars. But a th move
m nt. d v lop d, ucc ding ongr e 
gav' various interpr tations to the Bas! 
Pl'ogram which in eff ct w re amend
m nts or modifications. 

Thus through the in phed leadership 
of H •rzl modern Zioni ·m b cam a 
politieal movem nt. with a d finite goal 
t? b a ·hiev d through political negotia
t10n. Its organization fulfilled the prime 
·ondilion set forth in D r J ud 'nslaat: 
" ... In order to solve ( the J wi h ques
t.ion) w must fir:t of all tran fonn it 
into a politi al world question, to be 
an:w r d in the council of the civilized 
p opl s." 

In Am rica the call for the first uch 
Jewish as mblag in two millennia 
stirr d nthu ia m h r and there -
mainly, though not ntir ly, among those 
of East Europ an sto k. Interest had 
inde d begun with th publication of 
'l'!t h u·d, 'l at the year before, and 
:t ps t.o form Zioni t ocietie in the 

nit cl tate ant.edat. d the ongre s. 

Th fir t actual organization wa 
launch d in hicago in 1 96, at the ini
tia~iv of Ha~-ri H t·wich. The group, 
wh1 h called 1t lf hicago Zionist Or
ganization umb r On shortly aft r 
!~e ong~·ess becam th l nights of 
Zion, an mter-community fraternal or
d r. The officer of thi first Zioni t 
Organization in the United tate were 
B rnard D. Horwich, pr sident; Wolf 

udow ky, s cretary; Elia Epstein, 
tr a urer. The organizers included the 
noted journali t, Leon Zolotkoff; th 
venerable Reform Rabbi, Bernhard Fel-
enthal; Dr. A. P. Kadi on, and Wolf 

Shur . Among early leaders who ro e 
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to ~ational po ition were Max Shulman 
and athan D. Kaplan. 

In w York and other large centers 
or anization came too lat for formal 
repr entation at the ongr .. , and the 
only official del gate from this co~ntry 
was h:cago' Leon Zolotkoff. Still, a 
numb r of other American attended, ac-
ording to th ongr record: Richard 

Gotth il who had b n invit d; dam 
Ro enb 'rg, one of th committee di_ -
patched by hovai Zion to buy land 1_n 
Pale tin , who topp d at Basie on his 
return trip; Rabbi ch ftel Schaffer ?f 
Baltimore, and l\1r . . Ro e onnen chem 
of \\ York. 

In May two months b fore the Fir:t 
ongr s 'conv n d, H rzl noted in hi 

diary: "Th movem nt i tarting in 
America. Michael ing r, publi her of 
a new w ekly, Tolerance, send me re
port of meeting in w York. A con
ferenc of rabbis headed by Dr. Gu -
tave Gottheil [ of Temple Emanu-El] d 
clared it elf in favor of our movement. 
The ew York Sun of fay 10th pub
lished an article on Zioni m .... Jacob 
de Haa • writes that there i a de ir 
in Am rica that I come th r on a l c
ture tour." 

7. TO THE 
BALFOUR DECLARATION 

The Zioni t are 110 party - they 
are the Jewi h body it elf. Jud~i m 
i Zioni m, and Zioni m i ]udai m. 
-l\1ax • 1ordau (1897). 

THE Federation of American Zioni t , 
which later b cam the Zion_L t Organ

zation of America, wa orgamz d at an 
inter tate confe1·enc held in ew York 

ity in 1898. Prof. Richard Gottheil, 
who had tak n the lead in calling the 
conference, became it fir t pre id nt, 
and Rabbi tephen \Vi its fir t 
secretary. 

The ma r spon e in th arly year 
came almo t entirely from the immi
grant of Ea tern Euro~e, ~nd even so 
it came from a mall mrnonty. On the 
other hand, the leader wer almo t all 
"We terner ." Be ide tho already 
mentioned, they included Benjamin Szol_d 
and Dr. Aaron Friedenwald of Balti
more, Rabbi H. Pereria iende of w 
York and Loui . Dembitz of Loui -
ville. 

Among the young r men, who lat r 
ro e to emin n e in the movem nt, may 
be m ntioned Rabbi fax Hell r, Louis 
Lip ky, Rabbi Judah L. fa ne , Rabbi 
Max Rai in and yru ulzber r. 
0th r who ~·espond d at th b ginning 
or not long aft r, were nior Abel, 
fauri L. vner, I rael B. Brodie, 

Jacob Fi hman Israel Matz Loui Robi
on and B rnard G. Richard . 

Forerunn r of Young Judaea, the na
tional Zioni t youth organization form d 
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in 1909, included everal group from 
who e member hip em rged ome of 
Am rica' foremo t Zioni t lead r . In 
1901 a Philadelphia youth group called 
Aid of Zion was organiz d by I rael 
H. Levinthal Louis Feinb rg, . David 
fatt Jo ph I ohn, David J. Gaiter, 

and ~th r . Th Dr. H rzl Zion lub, 
a ' w York choolboy ' H br w peak
ing group found d in 1904 by. the 
brother bba Hill I and Maxwell '11 er, 
numb red on it ro. ter, among oth r , 
Barn tt R. Bri kn r, I rn I hipkin, ol 
Cohen Reuben Grossman, Reub n J. 
Holla~d Emanu I A umann, David W. 
p a r I n~ a n J es s ch w art z, E I i z r 

h inmark and G orge okol ky. A He
hr w- peaking body of w York boy. 
calling it If Pir h i Zion, organiz d in 
1905 had among it m mber fax 

rtzt amu I Bo1ow ky, Loui Gribetz, 
and 'braham A. R d lh im. The ame 
y ar anoth r choolboy ' oci ty, the 
• ordau Zioni t lub, wa form d by 

amuel Blitz, Morris Margulies, and 
harl Pa. sman. Th e groups were 

the nucleu for Young Judaea, now ap
proaching the half-c ntury mark. 

Th off pring and kin of th F dera
tion wer many and vari d. Th Order 

on. of Zion (B'nai Zion), found d a 
a fraternal Zioni t organization in 1907 
und r th lead r hip of Dr. Judah L. 
::\1agn s and Jo hua prayregen; the 
Mizrachi (1911), who e Zioni t motiva
tion wa ntially religiou ; th oale 
Zion (1907), ociali t Zioni :· Had . ah, 
wom n' Zioni t organiza iq , 1 • 
th are nduring off hoo s • 1 

hap w·th th approval attd ai 
main bo ly. 

p cializ d inter sts led to th evel..: 
opm nt of • parat Parti s ,d bin th 
World Zioni t Organization, whne tho 
cleaving to th c ntral pro Tam ven
tually becam known a , n ral Zioni t . 
It i th eneral Zioni t , who e ob
jective wa the er ation of a Hom land 
in Pale tine - with no adjective ave 
"J wi h" a a condition pre edent - that 
have mad up th bulk of the movement 
in th nit d tate . Am rican Zioni t 
manpower influence, political activity, 
and material aid ar incomparably the 
contribution of th General Zioni t . The 
hi tory of Zioni m in the United tate , 
then i in overwhelming d ree the hi -
tory of the Zionist Organization of 

m rica. 

In th early year the movem nt grew 
but lowly. Th immigrant ma were 
struggling with the probl m of daily 
living in a new land. 1any of the Orth
odox religioni t look d upon the Zioni t 
program a a flouting of Divine law, 
which had ordain d a M iah, to come 
without human tampering. Modernist 
int llectual for th mo t part either 
ub cribed to th a imilativ philo ophy 

of Emancipation or were under th in
flu nee of revolutionary ociali m. The 
w 11-to-do of R form tendencie were in 
tho e day primarily a imilationist in 
th ir thinking, though a ha been ob-

rved, di ident from thi egm nt of 
J v ry prov:ded much of th leader hip. 

ZionL t ongre e , which took plac 
yearly through 1901 an~ th n . w _re 
schedul d bi nnially, furm h d Z1om t 
rallying point on the cal ndar. M n 
of Ea:t Europ an origin lik Hir. ch 
fa lian ky, the "national preacher," and 

Jo eph Barond s, labor 1 ader, con~
bined th gift of orator and theor ti
cian in remarkable d gr e and attained 
a tr m ndou a c ndancy among th 
ma s. 

0th r pow rful propagandi t. of a
ried tal nts came from abroad ov r th 
year·. Among them wer Jacob d 
Haa , an a . ociate of H rzl who arri~ed 
in 1901 and a um d th F deration 
s er taryship; chmarya L vin, a mem
b r of the . hart-lived Ru ian Duma 
( parliament) who mad a national tour 
in 190G and on anoth r vi it in 1914 wa 
comp II d to r main here through th 
Fir t World War; and 'ahum okolow, 
pre min nt cholar and diplomati t, later 
presid nt of th World Zioni t Organi
zation, who mad hi fir t trip to this 
country in 1912. 

Of mer;can-born pion er - of th 
cau e, per hap the mo t memo: able con
tribution w r mad by Henri tta. 
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Szold, found 1· of Hada ah and moth r 
of Youth Aliyah ( childr n's r s u mi -
sion}, and Loui Lipsky, leader to th 
pr ent tim , of whom F deration Presi
d nt Gotth il wrote to Herzl in 1901 
that "a promising young Zion i. t" had 
b come editor of the n wly launch d 
Jfw·,·abw /111 1 official organ of th Fed-

ration. 

On of th deci ive d velopm nls in 
American Zioni m came with the win
ning over of Loui D. Brand i , not y t 
a member of the upr m oui-t, but 
nationally famed as "th Peopl 's Law
yer." H fir t expr s d int r t in th 
Zioni t cau in 1910, an int r : t vari
ou. ly attributed to d Haas, okolow, 
L vin, and Bernard G. Richard . To 
whomever the credit b long , the con
ver ion of th oon-to-be Justice un
doubtedly marked a turning point in th 
fortunes of American Zioni m. 

Brand is' prestig dl'ew many of the 
mo t influential among American Je, -
ry into th Zioni. t orbit. Hi proud 
hampion hip of the cau e ilenced th 

ho tile and hearten d the timid. "L t 
no Am rican imagine that Zioni m i. 
incon istent with patrioti m," h argu d 
in 1915 before a conference of Reform 
Rabbis, in a classic tatement. " foltipl 
loyalties are objectionable only if th y 
are incon i tent. . . . Ev ry mel'i an 
J w who aid in advancing th Jewish 
settlement in Pal stine, though he fe I 
that neither he nor hi de cendants will 
ever live there, will lik wise b a bett r 
man and a b tter American fo1· doing 
so." 

Brand i ' influence and thought w r 
supplemented by a prodigiou 
hi lead rship and practical upport of 
the Zioni t program. Hi devotion r -
mained con tant throughout hi tenure 
of the exacting Supreme ourt po t to 
which he was appoint d in 1916 and 
d pite the dis ensions on ba ic policy 
which later created a plit in the Zioni t 
ranks. His Zionist a tivity in fact cea ed 

only with hi s cl ath in 1941 one of hi s 
last ads having be n to : ign a ch ck 
in paym nt of hi : du : for m mb ' l" hip 
in th ' Zionist q~anizati n of m rica. 

When the catadyimt of war desc ndcd 
on th world in 1914 it ngulfed th• 
Zioni ·t world tructu1·e in Eur p ' and 
threat n d th infant Yi lrnv ( ttle
m nt) a,·i:ing in Palcstin ' . In thi . 
g-cncy nwrican Zioni : t s s prang into 
the br •a rh with r •s Jut igor. A month 
aft 1· th outbr •ak of ho ·tiliti •s, al a 
national (' nf r nee in 1ew York th ' 
Pro isional E. 'cutiv(' f r 
(; n ral Zioni s t (fair. was organiz d 
with BrnndeL· a : it · chairman. ndcr 
hi.· vitalizing- dire lion a arnpaign f r 
an ' mergc.' ney fund f 200,000 was 
launched which, I ss than a y ar lat r, 
had forward d ,;-:~50 00 to th war-
tricken Y islmv. 

p to thi s tim n had 
b en f •ble, in nun • and in produc-
tivity. Th organi n, maintain d on 
a " p r capita" ba mad f r loo 
group alignm nt; and though th F d-
ration had ab:orbed th older llovevci 

Zion societi ·, o large a tenitol'ial unit 
a th Kni ghts of Zion had be -
filiatcd only th year 1· , 

th n continu d for so • 1·s ·-
at on an aut n mou • T Jewish 

olonial Trust, or 99 ha<l 
not achicv d con: pi • th<.• 

nited tale: . Th or 
J wi h ational F 
land purcha • e ta 
' • • Orgal1iz· ti 

an bureau • 
ity with t 

till a thin t 

Th ha 
coup! d wi 
wrought a 
Zionism. Th dir cti n f w ·s t 
activiti s shift •d of n ces: i h 

nit d tat •: . The number of . y-
ments, betok ning Zionis t e, 
doubl d in th • fir ·t y •ar of war. Distin
gui h •d newcom r s app ar d on th F <l-

THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 

Dear Lord Rothschild, 

Foreign Office, 
November 2nd, 1917 

I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behali of His Majesty's 

Government, the following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations 

which has been submitted to, and approved by. the Cabinet: 

"His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine 

of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours 

to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that 

nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 

existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status 

enjoyed by Jews in any other country." 

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge 

of the Zionist Federation. 
Yours. 

ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR. 
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ration ro: t r: in the Ea, t, Judg F lix 
Frankfurtel' later uprem' ourl Ju -
ti '(' ; .1. ' athan traus and Jary I· 'Is , phil
anthropis t:; B 'rnanl Flexn r, econo
mi s t; Louis E. Kirst in and olonel 
Hany Cutlet·, I •ad •1·: in indu .- trial and 
ci ie lif 'i in th , 1\lidw s t Julian \,\. 
i\latk , Hu ~o Pam, and Hal'ry l\J. Fi her 
Chi(·ag juri : t s ; Hor:.H· f. Kall n, fa
mou • ducator and philo oph r i n futuro 

and many oth •r •. 
Th Provis ional Ex cutiv • ' mmitt 

was in tlw f urth y •ar f its ar<lou. 
Lask \\ h •n th wodd . trifc brought a 
d •velopnwnl of ledl'ifying imp rt. It 
(·am• in th• form of th ' ·tatem •nt : inc 
known a s the nalfour I Iara ti n, i. , ucd 
by Britain on .. v •rnher 2, 1917. By it 
a g-ovcrnm •nt for th' fi r: l lim rang d 
its •If b •hind J •wi : h aspira ion · t . tat -
hood. Its calculated eff ct. was to mak , 
Jew: of th • ,.,,orld look lo tht• . Iii s 

mth ,,. than to c:ermany and h ' r part
m•rs as tht• carrit-rs of th, Jt•wi:h hop•: . 
Jt stated that "Hi · 1aj s ty': Gov rn
m •nt vi •w with favor th• •: tabli : hm nt. 
in Palc: lin ' of a nati nal hom for th 
Jewish p •oplc,' promi: cd Britain's "b s t 
' tHl avoJ": " for its achi •v m nt, an<l 
s tipulatc•d only th • safeguarding of th 
rights of "non-J wi sh communiti '. in 
Palestin •" as w II a : thos • " ,nj y d by 
J ws in an oth •1· c unt1·y." 

In Britain's d •cis ion t is:u th 
D •elarar on the a ppr val of th• Am ri
can Pr •s id •nt, Woodrow \Vi Ison, was a 
prim' factor. In th, winning f hi· up-
1,01 t th • principal role wa: tak n by 
1.frandci ·, as is tcd by tcph •n . Wi. , 
J i ·hard <:otth •ii and oth rs. Th a -
suring f Am ri an ·on ·utT n(· in th 
D • ·larntion wa: a hi stori s rvice to his 
p •op! whi ·h pos: ibly no on but Bran
d •i: could !-:av r nd red. 

Th Balf ur Dcdaration was a pro
nounc •m •nt to which Zioni : t • could a:
s •nt with f ,·vent thanksgiving. In ef
fect thi s was th , 'hart r which H rzl 
had sought. Jewish battalion ' w re with 

Henby wh n h • ·aptur •d J rnsal m, 
ending t •nturi •: of Turkish rule in 
Pal stin •. Lat r, th fandat for Pal -
tine giv n to Britain in th p ace treaty, 
u h r d in an ra of di cord and trife 
mark d by Al'ab intran ·igenc and 
Briti sh b trayal. oneth 1 s, the i -
uanc of the Declaration wa an po

chal event in Jewis h hi tory, a thrilling 
climax in th Zioni t tl'U gle. It laid 
the foundation for the Jewish tat . 

8. BETWEEN 
THE WORLD WARS 

Do we Jew~ care enough for the 
thing t orth while in life to take the 
11ece ar 11art in tliat adventure? ... 
Do we care e11ou 11z, not only to con
tribute ome money hut to 171 a part 
of the mulertaking?-Loui. D. Bran
deis ( J 92 ). 

I 1918, the year wh n the Fir t 
World War nd d, th Zioni t Or

ganizat:on of America into b ing. 
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THE PITTSBURGH PROGRAM 

Adopted at the Convention of the Zionist Organization of America, 

June, 1918 

1. We declare for political and civil equality irrespective of race, sex, 

or faith of all the inhabitants of the land. 

2. To insure in the Jewish National Home in Palestine equality of 

opportunity we favor a policy which, with due regard to existing rights, 

hall tend to establish the ownership and control by the people of the 

land, of all natural resources, and of all public utilities. 

3. All land owned or controlled by the whole people should be leased 

on such conditions as will insure the fullest opportunity for development 

and continuity of possession. 

4. The cooperative principle should be applied so far as feasible in the 

organization of all agricultural, industrial, commercial, and financial 

undertakings. 

5. The system of free public instruction which is to be established 

should embrace all grades and departments of education. 

It replaced group affiliation with indi
vidual membership, absorbed autono
mou affiliates into one cohesive nation
.al organization, and established the 
geographical District as the Zionist unit. 

The national officer elected at the 
convention which enacted the e changes, 
all of whom had been active on the Pro
vi ional Executive Committee, were 
.Ju tice Brandeis (now the "Silent 
Leader"), honorary president; Judge 
.Julian W. Mack, president; Rabbi Ste
phen S. Wise and Harry Friedenwald, 
vice-pre ident ; Jacob de Haas, execu
tive ecretary; Louis Lipsky, sec1·etary 
tary for organization; Henrietta Szold, 
ecretary for education; E. W. Lewin

Ep tein, trea urer. 
The convention adopted a resolution 

known a the Pittsburgh Program, re
lating to the upbuilding of Palestine. 
It declared for political and civil equal
ity of all inhabitants; the vesting of 
land owner hip and control in the 
people; application of the cooperative 
principle " o far as feasible in the or
ganization of all agricultural, industrial, 
commercial, and financial undertakings"; 
and a y tern of free public education. 

With the reorganization by which the 
ZOA replaced the Federat:on, there came 
.a proliferation of Zionist activity in the 

nited tate . But a critical chi m 
was in the making, with regard to the 
economic ha i to be establi hed for 
Pale tine' development. On this i sue 
the "Brandei - fack" faction clashed 
with the president of the World Zioni t 
Organization, Dr. haim Weizmann, and 
his upporter . At the London Confer
ence of 1920 the American leadership 
voted against the decision of the ma
jority regarding the methods and instru
ment to be adopted. Specifically the 
split was over the establishment of the 
Keren Hayesod (Palestine Foundation 
Fund), as approved by the Conference. 

" 

This wa to ucceed the temporary Pales
tine Restoration Fund, on a much ex
panded scale. The ZOA Administration 
leader objected to what they termed a 
commingling of gift and investment 
fund . Of the large a ounts envisaged, 
part was to be applied to ublic , orks 
and part to economic p ·oje t ; r a i 
in i t d that the latter un e ·t kh 1;>e 
finan ed by investment and o ift u d 

In 1921 Weizmann, who a d d 
to b come the fir t Pre ident 
born Jewish tate, came to ~ :n1eri 
the fir t of many trips to follo'> . i h 
him came Albert Einstein, already ~s
-tabli hed a an immortal of cience, and 
~1. l\f. U i hkin, Zioni m's "Iron Man" 
and up builder of the Jewish ational 
Fund. While here Weizmann insti
tuted a branch of the Keren Haye od, 
with Samuel Untermyer as president 
and Emanuel eumann as director. 
Later in the year the controver y came 
to a h ad at the ZOA convention, held 
in leveland. Lipsky and Abraham 
Goldberg, brilliant Yiddi h writer and 
peaker, led the oppo ition to the Bran

dei -Mack view. Aft r heated and bitter 
contention the Weizmann forces pre
vailed. Brand is, Mack, Wi e, Silver, 
Robert zold and a majority of the na
tional executiv committee withdrew 
from the Administration. Leadership 
wa taken over by a collegium consi t
ing of Lip ky, Goldberg, eumann, 
Morri Rothenb rg, Bernard A. Ro en
blatt, Herman onheim, Loui Topkis, 
and Peter J. Schweitzer. Lipsky headed 
thi governing body until 1926, when he 
a urned the pre idency, erving in this 
post to 1930. 

Eventually the breach was healed and 
tho e who had resigned from the leader-
hip returned. By the decade's close, 

the Brandeis-Mack faction constituted a 
majority of the ZOA Executive, with 
Szold as it chairman and Mack as 

honorary chairman. Meantime the two 
opposing views on economic procedures 
brought each its own fruit. The Bran
deis-Mack followers devoted themselves 
to economic activity leading to the es
tablishment of the Palestine Economic 

orporation. This became a prime fac
tor in developing private investment, 
indu try, and credit institutions in Pales
tine, under the succe ive presidencies of 
Bernard Flexner, Julius Simon, an in
du trialist, and Szold, its present head. 

With eumann at the helm, the 
Keren Haye od e tabli hed it elf secure
ly, and amply fulfilled the expectations 
of it proponents. With its i ter fund, 
the Keren Kayemet, it constituted the 

nited Pale tine Appeal. The PA and 
the Jewish Joint Di tribution Committee 
(the combined "War Relief" fund ) be
came the main partners in the United 
Jewish Appeal. In progre sively large1· 
campaigns the UJ A taught American 
Jew "how to give" and furnished the 
huge urns which meant survival itself 
to the Yi. huv and other Jewries in the 
grim decades ahead. 

Th fir t year of Lip ky's administra
tion (he had been president before, 
1911-15) aw an outstanding political 
achievement in the Joint Resolution 
adopted by Congress in 1922 favoring 
the ational Home promised by the Bal
four Declaration. The securing of this 
action wa largely the work of Elihu D. 

tone of Boston and his Zionist col
eagues of ew England. The re olution 

was promptly signed by President Hard
ng. It may be noted that every Presi
ent since Wilson to the present time 

has given public expression to his sup
port to the Zionist program. This, in 
the face of powerful opposition from 
within and without the Jewish ranks, is 
a tribute to the statesmanship and the 
zeal of the Zionist leadership, backed 
by the sound instinct of the people. 

In 1929 came the enlargement of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, by which 
it was hoped non-Zioni ts would enter 
into a partnership with the Zionists for 
the upbuilding of the ational Home. 

p to then the World Zionist Executive 
had served as the "appropriate Jewish 
Agency" to re pre ent the Jews of the 
world in relation to the fandate-holder. 

ow, year of arduou preparation 
found con ummation in the expanded 
Agency wherein non - Zionists would make 
up on -half the member hip. Of the 
Ame1·ican , who were to have forty per 
cent of the seats allotted to non-Zionists, 
Loui Marshall wa designated chair
man of the Agency' Council, and Felix 
M. Warburg chairman of its Adminis
trative ommittee. 

But in pite of an auspicious begin
ning the project was still-born. The ex
pected participation by non-Zionists in 
Zioni t re ponsibilities never material
ized. Well-meaning philanthropists could 
be induced to give generously but, in 
the main, they could not be endowed by 
other with Zionist vision, which came 
from within or not at all. Gradually the 
Agency reverted in fact to the original 
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tatu . Zioni ts were "on their own" 
again. 

Through the 20' and 30' con tructive 
work in Pale tine, giv n immense impe
tu by the anction of the nations, met 
with two grave ob tacl s. One was the 
attitude of the Mandatory Power it If, 
who e governments ,. hittl d down the 
intention of the Balfour D laration and 
the landate, and who e repr ntatives 
in Pal tine were in many ca e. vicious
ly ho tile to the J , . The other ob
stacle was th growing r i tance of the 
Arab , marked by periodic outbreak of 
violenc . Th most erious of uch at
tacks came in 1921, '29 and '36. It wa 
candalou ly vident that th y w r 

tolerat cl, when not indeed encouraged 
and aid d by the Briti h. erie of 
investigating ommi ions and Whit 
Paper follow cl which incr a ingly im
p <led J , ' ish immigration and land pur
cha e and were calculated to l nd weight 
to the Briti h contention that the l\lan
date was 'unworkable." Th final act 
of betrayal came with th MacDonald 
White Paper of 1939, which would freeze 
the 1·i.-/wv into a p rmanent minority. 

These development took shape against 
a background of world upheaval and 
colo al J ewi h cata troph . The azi 
terror had been in power in Germany 
ince 1933. Vowed to extermination of 

the Jewish people, it had created a refu
gee problem of frightful dimen ion . In 
the light of this dire ne cl, Britain's 
breach of h r solemn obligation - a 

hurchill called it in Parliament - wa 
the more reprehen ible. 

American Zionist d nounc d the be
trayal and were joined by other J ewi h 
bodie in their prote t to the Driti h 
Government. But Hitl r wa. now ready 
for world conque t. Th Twenty-fir t 
Zionist ongress, h Id in Augu t 19:39 
at Geneva, met under the lowering cloud 
of World War II. 

,. TO STATEHOOD 

... Tile i11e capable logic of event 
will in due time make Pale tine a 
Jewi h tate . ... \ hen all the door 
of the world will be clo. eel to our 
JJeople, then the hand of de tiny will 
force open the door of Pale tine.
Abba llillcl ilvcr (1943). 

I the gigantic conflict of World WH 
II Palestine Jewry faced a bitter di

lemma. If England and her allies fell 
before the azi-Fascist onslaught, the 
Jewish fate was sealed. On the other 
han:l , the White Paper, backed by 
British bayonet , had closed the gates of 
Palestine to all but a trickle of the flood 
of Jewish refugee fleeing the mon-
trous blood-bath that was to claim six 

million victims. 
Resolutely meeting the situation, Pales

tine Jewry launched a twofold struggle: 
"We fight the war as if there were no 
White Paper; we fight the White Paper 
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a if there wer no war." Th Haganah 
( "Def en ") outwitted many a British 
patrol in order to d bark "i1l gals" on 
Pale tin beach s or smuggle them in 
by land. Y t Jewi h valor and Jewish 
materi 1 help d to wing th tid of 
battl when th Axi f re s struck to 
driv th Briti h out f Egypt, whil in 
Al xandria th l ad r w r pr -
paring a conqueror' for th 

azi command r , Romm I. 

In its truggl for survival and in
d pend n , th Yislm v f und in Ameri
can J wry an indisp n. abl ally. vital 
part in th d velopmcnls whi h v n
tuated in tatehood wa play cl on th 
" econd front" in th nit d tat 
Am ri an J w., l d by th Zionist , 
ros t th r esponsibiliU • which history 
thru t up n th m. 

Am ri an J wish h Ip in lu 1 l equip
ment, xp rt and t chni ians (for war 
and for peace), and what i p rhaps b st 
known, financial as i ·tanc : In th 
d cad 1939-4 th nit d Pal s tine Ap-

furni h d mor than two 
hundr d million dollars, b id s th 
many millions mad availabl by sepa
rat gr ups. But th gr at st Am rican 
contribution, in which organiz d Zioni m 
play d th l acting rol , wa in the 
political ph r . 

ft r n arly two d c asis 
on financial support f 
ment, the coming of t 
War mark d a ch n 
Zi ni t p licy. It b ou 
y tematic political and 

wor • ed to ach 
·upp r th • 

J' wi t. 
highlighted by th 
th Am rican Zio 
cil, consi ting of 
major Zionist gro merica. 

Beginning with 1940, largely through 
th initiative of Dr. Emanu l N umann, 

a ba ic political and public r lations 
program was cone ived. The program 
wa dir ct d to the comp! x problems 

nt ring around the longtime ho tility 
of th Stal D partm nt and th Ameri
can For ign rvice; th iddl Ea t, 
as a n wly vital area of trat gic and 
p liti al cone rn t the nit d tat s; 
th growing c alition f anli-Zioni t 

', in Iuding oil int r t , mi 
ari s in 1iddl Ea t in lituti n , 
oth 'r pro-Arab within as w II a 
:id th J wish fold. 

l ad • of r . Abba 
ilv r and phcn . Wi as 

airm n, and le with Dr. ilver 
hairman and Dr ann as vie -

ounc rm I a pro-
k in ·ng public 

opinion in pport o i cau . 
Ju.ta lh ok d 
upon as t s ars 
Hl39-4 may v ch. 
Ea h was t inanl ancl iv 
figur in his . But for th m the 
history f A Zioni m might have 
b en ult rly t, and th tat of 
Isra 1 might r hav com into 
bing. 

Washington bur au was :tabli h d, 
h ad d by Rabbi Leon I. F u r. Th 

ouncil's public r lations pr gram was 
und r th dir ction f Harold P. Man

Harry L. hapiro provided 
cutiv direction. 

Among th major d v l pm nt of the 
40' wa th mobilization of the non
J wish fri nds of Zioni m into the 
Am ri an Pal stin ommilt and the 

hri tian ouncil for Pal stin . Com
bining lat r as the American hri tian 
Pale tin Committee, which has con
tinu d lo th pr s nt, th b di s of 
pro-Zionist p litical lead r , cl rgymen, 
ducator ,and oth r out tanding citizens 

prov d taunch alli s in the mounting 
truggl . In p titions and d mon tra-

THE BILTMORE PLATFORM 

Exe rvt • from th D clamtion Adopt d by th Ext? aordina,·y 
Zionist on/ 1 uc May 11, 19/2, at Hot l Bilt1nor , N w York 

6. The Conferenc call for the fulfillment of the original purpo • of th 
Balfour Declarati n and the Mandate which "r , oyni::..iny th hi ·to1 i al 
·onn ction of the J wish v opl with Palestin ' was to afford them th 

opportunity, as ·tat cl by Pr sident Wilson, to found ther a J wish 
ommonw alth. 
The onf rence affirms it unalterable r j ction of the White Paper of 

May, 1939 .... Th policy of the White Paper i cruel and ind fensibl 
in its denial of anctuary to Jews fleeing from azi persecution; and ... 
in direct conflict with the intere ·ts of the alli d war effort. 

. The Conference declares that the n w world order that will follow 
victory cannot be tabli hed on foundations of p ace, justice and quality, 
unle the problem of Jewi h homelessnes is finally solv d. 

The Confer nee urges that the gates of Palestine be open d; that th 
J wi h Agency be ve ted with control of immigration into Pale tin and 
with the n ces ary authority for upbuilding the country, including the 
dev lopment of it unoccupied and uncultivated land ; and that Pale tin 
be tabli hed a a Jewi h Commonwealth int grated in the tructur of 
the new democratic world. 
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tion , through the pres and publica
tions, and by personal effort in com
munities throughout the country, the 
members of the American Christian 
Palestine Committee performed an in
valuable service in aligning American 
support for Jewish Pale tine. 

The early 40's also marked the begin
ning of economic and technical planning 
for large-scale development in Pale tine 
by American expert . Dr. Walter C. 
Lowdermilk's propo al for a Jordan Val
ley Authority wa later worked out in 
detail by eminent American engineers 
grouped in the Pal tine Surveys Com
mission. 

The Biltmore Platform, adopted at an 
extraordinary conf rence called in 1942, 
wa a ignal contribution by American 
Zioni t to the Movem nt. This declara
tion for the fir t time cl arly defined the 
goal of Zioni m a the tablishment of 
a Jewish ommonwealth. The Biltmor 
Platform, later adopt d by the World 
Zionist Executive and the po twar Zion
i t onference in London, may be said 
to have cleared the way to statehood. 

ZOA leaders took a pr eminent part 
in organizing the American Jewish Con
ference, which took hape in 1943. The 
Conference wa formed to unify Ameri
can Jewish effort on behalf of world 
Jewry in meeting po twar problem . It 
wa compri ed of democratically elected 
repre entatives of 64 national organiza
tion and 136 communitie . A resolu
tion mbodying Zionist aims was over
whelmingly adopted. Among those prom
inent in the work of the Conference 
throughout the ix year of its exi -
tence were Daniel Fri ch, Dr. Solo
mon Goldman, Dr. I rael Goldstein, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 
Mortimer May, Rabbi Irving Miller, 
Judge Morri Rothenberg, Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver. Robert Szold, Dr. Stephen 
S. Wi e. It may be noted that these 
were all pa t or future presidents of 
the ZOA. 

Destructive and implacable opposition, 
not alone to Zioni m in process but to 
the State in being a well, came from 
a mall number of fear-ridden individ
ual banded together a the American 
Council for Judaism. Throughout years 

f de perate struggle, with Jewish life 
and Jewish lives in the balance, the e 
elf-hating assimilationi t ought every 

opportunity to flout the democratically 
xpr sed will of the va t majority. 

Their well-financed propaganda, parrot
ing that of the oil- tain d pro-Arab 
outfit , consistently strengthened the 
hand of the enemy. 

Such were om of the obstructions 
encountered by the Zionist leaders in 
their truggle for American opinion and 
favorable go ernmental action. Through
out this struggle the Zioni t Organiza
tion of America provid d most of the 
I adership and a gr at share of the 
mas upport for the ta ks at hand. 
Th e task were pre d with devot 
zeal and growing inten ity under the 
ucce ive pre id ncie of Dr. I rael 

Gold tein, 1943-45, Dr. ilver, 1945-47 
and Dr. eumann, 1947-4 . 
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The Republican platform of 1944 ad
vocating "the opening of Palestine" to 
"unre tricted immigration" was followed 
by a D-mocratic plank for an eventual 
"fr e and democratic Jewish common
wealth." This latter provision was en
dorsed by President Roo evelt in a letter 
to th 1944 ZOA onvention. The Zionists 
trove for formal commitm nts by au

thoritativ bodies. Passage of a bi-parti-
an r olution by ongr wa sought 

twic in 1944, in arly pring and late 
fall, and both time Admini tration pre -
ur prevented action. The Pr ident 

a k d Zionist leader to I av the matter 
to him without involving Congress. At 
that time many Zioni t I ad r failed to 
grasp the xtent to which this po ition 
of the Admini tration wa a reflection 
of th pro-Arab and anti-Zionist atti
tude of the State Department "career 
men." After the I ad r yielded to 
the pr ure of the Admini tration the 
econd tim , Dr. Silv r wa forced to 

withdraw fr m th co-chairman hip of 
the Am rican Zioni t Emerg ncy Coun
cil. 

For ev ral month ther after the 
Council leader patiently tried to per-
uad the Admini tration to act on the 

pledge previou ly given. In July, 1945 
communication w re forwarded to Presi
dent Truman over th ignatur of 40 
Governor , 53 enators and 245 on
gr m n, urging him to tak the lead 
in op ning Pal tine t J wi h im igra-

diate admis ion to Pale tin of 100,000 
refug e from the Displaced Persons 
camp in Europe. The British Labor 
Party, which assumed power in the sum
m r of 1945, following the cessation of 
ho tilitie in Europe, had denounced the 
White Paper of 1939 as betrayal of a 
tru t. Once in power, how ver, the 
Attl -B vin government h Id fa t to the 
inhuman policy which kept the doors of 
Pale tin all but shut. In the fall of 
1945 Pr sident Truman agr ed to a Brit
ish propo al for an Anglo-American 

ommi sion of Inquiry, scor d by Dr. 
ilv r as a transparent devic for delay. 
Th n came many months of uncer

tainty and inconsistency. On the one 
hand, on a number of occa ions the 
Am rican Government act d in support 
of the Zioni t program. On the other 
hand, the anti-Zionist elements in the 
Gov rnm nt, reinforced by Briti h, Arab, 
and pecial interest group , often suc
ceed d in inducing the Gov rnment to 
tak an anti-Zionist tand. Thu the 
upporting moves in Wa hington lost 

much of their value, encouraging the 
British and Arabs in their intran igence. 
But, d pite vacillation and fr qu nt r -
v r al, the po itive step tak n by the 

nited State compri ed a mo t ignifi
cant contribution to the ultimate e tab
Ii hm nt of the State. 

There followed the British rejection 
of the Anglo-American ommis ion's 
r port, which r commended abrogation 
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uill be open to tlie immiarntion of 
(2/ ( J tF from all cowztrie o t ze-it di per ion; will promote t1ze tlevelop-

111e11t of tlze country for the benefit of all it inlrnbitmzt ; will be 
ha ed 011 tlze principle of liberty, j11 tice and peace a conceived 
by tl1e Proplzet of 1 rael; will uphold tlze f 11ll ocial and political 
eq11ality of all it citi::::en. , without di ti11ction of reliaion, race or 
ex; 1t1il1 auam11tee freedo,n of religion, con cience, education and 

culture; will afea1wrd tlze Holy Place of all reliaion ; mul will 
loyally ztplzold the pri1Zciple of tlze United 7atio1l lwrter. 
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tion and in e tabli hing the Jewish 
ommonwealth. However, the Adminis

tration did not act; and, in response to 
the in istent demands of the Zionist 
rank and file, Dr. Silver wa r called to 
leader hip. 

Thereafter the Zioni t movement took 
it grievance again t the Administration 
to the American public, including the 
oppo ition party in Congress. And in 
D cember, 1945 a Concurrent Resolution 
wa finally adopted by both Houses of 
Congr ss in favor of "the upbuilding of 
Pale tine as the Jewish national home" 
and "a a democratic commonwealth in 
which all men, regard! of race or 
ere d, shall have equal right ." 

A n w phase in Am rican policy be
gan with the letter of Augu t 31, 1945, 

nt by President Truman to Prime 
Mini t r Attlee, advocating the imme-

of th White Paper and immediate ad
mi ion of 100,000 Jews; the Grady
Morri on plan, calling for divi ion of 
Pal tin into cantons under British 
control, which was disapproved by the 
Twenty- econd Zionist Congr s and re
jected by the American Government; 
the spr acting conviction that the time 
had come to relieve Britain of a Man
date for which he was proving increas
ingly incompetent; and, in February, 
1947, the British decision to place the 
Pale tin problem befor the United 

ations. 

. Two month before thi Briti h action, 
m D mb r, 1946 the Tw nty- econd 
Zioni t ongr had met at Ba le. The 
policy adopt d there took an unyielding 
tand again t the fandatory Power. 

Th "militant ' defeated the "mod r
at " who till b Ii v d in the po ibility 
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of negotiation with Britain. The on
gress voted down the Grady-Morrison 
plan, disapproved the Jewish Agency' 
previous announcement of readines to 
con ider a partition plan for Palestine, 
and rejected an invitation to Bevin's 
round-table conference in London. The 
majority upheld Dr. Silver's contention 
that any propo al for partition must 
come from Britain or the Arabs if the 
Zionists were not to lose their bal'gain
ing position beforehand. 

The uncompromising stand of the 
Congress, bluntly reaffirming the Bilt
more Platform, may have ha. tened 
Bevin's decision to bring the Palestine 
case before the U . 

The months preceding the vote in the 
U were a time of supreme testing for 
the Zionist forces and their now vastly 
augmented supporters. In this hour, for 
which generations of Zionist striving 
had been preparation and prelude, a 
Jewish unity was forged that was all 
but complete. Of the momentous de
cision for the recreation of the Jewish 
State, Abba Hillel Silver has stated 
(Palestine Y ear Book, Volume 4): 

''Altog ther, it was a magnificent 
achievement which was made pos
sible only by colossal effort, by 
careful and skillful planning and 
execution, and by boundless devo
tion on the part of unnumbered men 
and women here and in many other 
parts of the world." 

The one who penned these words was 
himself perhaps the single person most 
responsible for the "magnificent achieve
ment." Upon Silver the main burden 
of command had fallen- in the Emer
gency Council, at the Zionist Congress, 
and as chairman of the American Sec
tion of the Jewish Agency. His inspired 
eloquence at the UN hearings was not 
the least of his services; it powerfully 
buttressed the Jewish case and fittingly 
crowned his leadership on the way to 
victory. 

By September of 1947 the American 
delegation at the UN Assembly took a 
generally favorable attitude toward the 
plan for partitioning Palestine which 
bad been proposed by the majority of 
the UN Special Committee on Pales
tine (UNSCOP). Yet through October 
and November American delegates and 
officials of the State Department pressed 
for modifications of the proposed par
tition boundaries in favor of the Arabs, 
and also for interim control of Pales
tine by the British. During these months 
hints were given to other UN delega
tions that the United States was indif
ferent to the outcome of the vote on 
partition. 

At the eleventh hour the traditional 
attitude of the American people was 
clearly expressed when the American 
delegation urged the adoption of the 
partition resolution. On November 29, 
1947, by a vote of 33 to 13, with 11 
abstentions, the necessary two-thirds 
majority was secured in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in favor 
of the resolution. By an unprecedented 
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concurrence between the United States 
and the Soviet bloc on a major is ue, the 
epochal vent had come to pass. Herzl's 
vision of "a legally secured and publicly 
recognized" Jewish State had been vali
dated by "the council of the civilized 
peoples." 

Between the decision and its imple
mentation, however, there came an 
agonizing half-year a period of sordid 
maneuverings to upset the partition 
resolution, to discredit it with the pub
lic, to browb at the Jews into accepting 
less than tatehood. The d ci ion for 
partition was the signal for Arab in
filtration, violence and terrori m through
out Palestine. Looking to its imminent 
departure, the British Administration 
gave the disturbers all possible aid and 
comfort, dismantling installations and 
disrupting essential services with th 
evident intention of leaving chaos b -
hind. 

With heroic determination the Yish1w 
fought off its assailants and their abet
tors. Despite State Department backing
and-filling, de pite an American embar
go on arms and other moves designed 
to prevent it, the Republic of Israel 
came into being on May 14, 194 . An<l 
once again the true feelings of the 
American people were manifested when 
President Truman granted d facto rec
ognition to the State of I rael wilhin a 
few moments after i s proclamation. 

WRIIS 
10. THE t HIRD 

COMMONWEALT ,{J 
...,+ 

\Ve 1, ve 1,een 1ven only 1.Mp
portu11 ity, the cln with ivl1ich to 
wold t/1e Jewish 11 tion. Let 11 not 
111iss our reude::vous with /,i Lory.
Chaim \ Vcizmann ( 1948). 

ENTERING upon the historic new era 
of Jewish statehood in those turbu

lent and fateful days of 194 , the infant 
Republic threw itself into the manifold 
tasks of nationbuilding. It fought off the 
invading armies of six Arab countries, 
and it was they, not Israel, that had to 
be rescued by UN action for truce. It 
opened its gates to al] Jews who needed 
a haven or home; by the end of 1951 
nearly 700,000 had poured in, creating 
a resettlement problem of staggering 
proportions. Throughout all the years of 
its existence the young State has had to 
maintain its armed forces at full 
strength, draining its resources. For 
the Arab governments have obdurately 
rebuffed all attempts to make peace, 
maintaining a mutually costly boycott 
and blockade against Israel, accompan
ied by murderous forays and boasts of 
a "second round." 

Nor have the other enemies of the 
Third Commonwealth ever given up 
their efforts to "strangle the infant in 
its cradle." In the UN, on the econo
mic front, and in the spheres of educa
tion and public opinion, they engage in 

ince ant attack. In America, anti
Israel propaganda is rife, pressed by 
well-financed bur aus. Persuasive speak
ers appear throughout the country, be
fore influential groups. Literature cir
culates pl ntifully. ertain lemcnts in 
the Stat Department cooperate vigor
ously. And over it all may be dete ted 
the smell of oil, mingled with the stench 
of a decayed feudalism. 

With the establishment of the State 
the emphasi was shifted to material 
supp rt for Israel. The United Jewish 
Appeal was supplem nted by the Israel 
Bond campaign. United Stat s govcrn
m ntal grants-in-aid helped substantial
ly. And additional efforts for gift or 
investm nt funds aided in the trength
ening of Israel's conomy. 

In the first five y ar of its existence 
a total of on billion dollars was report-
d to have been rai d for Israel from 

all sources throughout lh world. Almost 
half of this, 416 millions, was contributed 
by American Jewry; 13 millions came 
from United tates grant ; 135 millions 
from the United Stat s Export-Import 
Bank; an l 311 millions from Israel 
Bonds, loans, private investments, and 
gift campaigns in other countries. 

In 1950, following bis resignation 
from the chairmanship of th American 
Section of the J wish Agency, Dr. Silver 
retired as chairman of the Am rican 
Zionist Emergency Council. He was suc
ceeded by a presidium of four. Later 
Louis Lipsky becam chairman of the 
Am rican Zionist ouncil. In 1953 the 

ouncil convoked the first American 
Zionist Assembly, in a step toward joint 
action by the several Zionist parties in 
the fields of Zionist education, youth 
activity and cooperation in communal 
endeavor. In a correlated move, politi
cal activities were taken over by the 
newly organized American Zionist Com
mittee for Public Affairs, of which Mr. 
Lipsky became chairman, later being 
succeeded by Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein. 
Rabbi Irving Miller is the current chair
man of the Council. 

Throughout the years of statehood 
much discussion has centered around the 
future role of the Zionist Movement. The 
discussion has brought out sharp dif
ferences of outlook and opinion con
cerning the relationship of the Zionist 
Organization to the State of Israel, the 
authority, structure and scope of the 
Movement, and tbe responsibilities of 
Zionists under the new conditions. ot
wi thstanding prolonged deliberations by 
the World Zionist Congress and Actions 
Committee and by the Jewish Agency 
Executive these problems w re not sat
isfactorily resolved, and they still await 
solution. 

The presidency of the ZOA had been 
assumed in 1949 by Daniel Frisch. In 
his administration the Organization 
aimed at constructive adjustment to 
the changed conditions. His program 
reflected Mr. Frisch's deeply-held con
victions on the organic unity of Juda
ism and Zionism, and the interdepen
dence of Israel and the Diaspora. Mr. 
Fri8ch's administration saw the launch-
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THE GROWTH OF ERETZ ISRAEL 
(Figures refer to Jewish population) 

Total population 
Rural population 
Settlements 
Land holdings 

(dunams) 
Area cultivated 

(dunams) 
Schools 
Pupils 
Hospitals (beds) 
Infant mortality 

(per 1,000) 

Industrial DeYelopment 
Enterprises 
Workers 
Power consumption 

1898 
48,000 
2,960 

22 

105,000 

20 
700 

(mo. average 1,000 kwh.) 

Tran port and ommunication 
Highways (km.) 
Trucks 
Buses 
Automobiles 
Ships 
Gross tons (ships) 
Civil aircraft 
Telephones 

ing of a major project in Israel, the 
ZOA House in Tel Aviv, which today 
bears his name. 

His leadership was tragically cut short 
by death after less than a year in of
fice. He was succeeded by Benjamin G. 
Browdy, who served to 1952. During 
his term Mr. Browdy strove energetical
ly for greater understanding with Israel. 
Under his direction the ZOA took the 
leading part in the inception of the 
Israel Bond campaign. Not only did the 
Zionists show the way in Bond-selling, 
but without their services in breaking 
ground and "opening doors" the whole 
enterprise - so vital to Israel - could 
never have gotten under way. Also dur
ing Mr. Browdy' administration, a 
major contribution to Zionist thought, 
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1948 
713,000 
110,600 
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9 ,000 
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1953 

1,483,505 
330,000 

53 
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20,301 
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Th Zionist Quarterly wa 1 u 
Following the election o Ra 

Miller as president, the ZOA 1952 
establi hed a Commission on ISra 1 and 
the Middle East, whkh, through area 
conferences, personal contact , and bul
letins, alerts community leaders to the 
problems and dangers facing Israel. 
Important ventures in this and other 
spheres have been intensively carried 
forward by the administrations of Rabbi 
Miller and Mortimer May. A Depart
ment of Economic Development fosters 
private investment and promotes the sale 
of Israel merchandise by means of trade 
exhibits, fashion shows, "Buy Israel" 
campaigns, and the di tribution of spe
cific products. Related to this field is 
the activity of the Tourist Department, 

which has substantially increased travel 
to Israel. Intensification of effort on 
behalf of the United Jewish Appeal, the 
Jewish National Fund, and the Bond 
campaigns has also held a high-priority 
place on the program. 

The ZOA likewise undertook two ma
jor projects in Israel. The ZOA Daniel 
Frisch House, in its third year, is one of 
the show-places of Tel Aviv and the 
premier center in the cultural and com
munal life of Israel. Kfar Silver, named 
in honor of Abba Hillel Silver, is an 
agricultural school undertaken joint
ly with the General Zioni t Organiza
tion of I rael. Scheduled to open this 
y ar, with planned accommodations for 
300 student , it represents a contribu
tion of the greatest significance to the 
upbuilding of the country. 

The year 1952 aw the inception 
of the Department of World Zionist Af
fairs, whose task it is to maintain and 
expand ZOA relations with the World 
Zionist Organization, the General Zion
ists Organization in Israel, the World 
Confederation of General Zionists, and 
General Zionist organizations in all 
countries. 

The World Zionist Affairs Department 
is also engaged in systematic education 
of the ZOA constituency on all problems 
of the world Zionist Movement and Gen
eral Zionism. The work of this Depart
ment assumes special importance in 
view of the forthcoming Twenty-fourth 
Zionist Congress. 

This year, under the presidency of 
Mortimer May, the ZOA has established 
the Department of Public Information, 
which supervises the work of the Com
mission on Israel and the Middle East, 
the Press and Publicity department, the 
Program and Education division, and 
the Speakers' and Artists' Bureau. This 
is a step toward coordination of related 
operations making for more effective 
functioning. 

These departments represent a con
structive adjustment to new needs and 
new opportunities for service. They 
supplement ZOA's traditional ervices to 
its local groups, to youth and the He
brew movement, to the community and 
J wish life. They represent the pirit 
in which the Zionist Organization of 
America goes forward into the future. 

1•en after we 1iave obtained our co1112try, Pale tine, the Zioni t 1ovement will not 

cea e to be an ideal. for Zioni m a I under tand it co1Ztain not only tlze effort for 

a legally ecured piece of land for our poor 11atio11, but al o the de ire and effort for 

moral and piritual fulfillment. -Herzl, "Diaric ," (1904). 
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STUDY AND DISCUSSION THEME: 

LOOKING BACK - and AHEAD 

AT the Tercentenary of Jewish settle
ment in the United States we can 

100k back on nearly two enturi s of 
recorded Zionist or pro-Zioni t thought; 
something over half a century of politi
cal Zionism; and a mere ev n y ars of 
the new era that came with Medinat 
I rael. 

A definitive history of the Zionist 
movement in America has yet to be 
written. Such a history would trace out 
the interaction of Zionism and American 
Jewry, and analyze the effects of each 
upon the other in the shaping of today's 
realities. Thi reciprocal process ha 
profound implications for a community 
still maturing. What follows i a sum
mary appraisal of some of th influences 
exerted by Zioni m and American Jew
ish life upon each other, and their indi
cations for the future. 

1. AMERICAN INFLUENCES ON 
THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT 

Even a casual estimate of ev nts and 
personalities must grant the decisiv 
quality of the American impact upon 
the cour e of Zionist history. To cit 
two towering instances, in their imple t 
term , without Brandeis the Balfour 
Declaration era might hav been very 
different, and without Silver there might 
have been no UN decision for state
hood. An even more obvious xampl 
is the material help that came from 
America; without it we cannot imagine 
the program of land reclamation, the 
rescue of refugees, the m ting of the 
Yishm, 's fi cal problems, or the r pulse 
of it military attackers. 

These and similar credit it m bulk 
large on history' ledger. But the ledger 
also contains substantial entries on th 
debit ide. Ther were the arliest year 
when ettlement went forward scarcely 
at all, while Herzl's message was almost 
unheard in America: It was kol kor 
bamidbar a voice crying in a wilderne s 
of ma s indifferenc and ho tility in 
high places. There was the later time, 
after the Mandate was giv n, when the 
Land was open and the Britain of Bal
four, Lloyd G orge, and Smuts was 
watching the response of th Jews to 
the historic opportunity. But even as 
America wa shutting her gates in th 
20's, those who held the philanthropic 
pur e-string rej cted the Zioni t solu
tion in favor of pal1iative relief. And 
Europ 's Jew remained trapped in the 
teeming ghetto to await th catastro
phe Herzl and Nordau bad foretold. 

No one can estimate how many more 
would have b en saved, if some of the 
wealthy among our people could hav 
been convinced of the oundn , the in-

itability, of the Zionist the i . Again 
we can only peculate how different th 
position and prospects of I rael would be 
today if thos eager hundreds of thou
sand in Ea tern Europe, th flower of 
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J wi h culture and Zionist a piration, 
had b n enabled to throng into Er tz 
I ra l wh n Britain's tate m n till 
int nded to "u e th ir b st ndeavor to 
facilitat th achiev m nt" of the Jew
i h Hom land. 

Thi tragic hort- ightedn s was of 
not confined to Am rica. Those 

in th high plac f Briti h and Ger
man Jewry al o sought to di er dit and 
thwart th Zionist program, right from 
the b ginning. H rzl's bitt r t re
proach w r re rved for "th practi
cal p opl , the overwi , " th r spons
i bl for " tones hurl d in our path" and 
tho "who stand aside today with a 
maliciou mile and with their hands in 
their trou rs' pock ts." In hi auto
biography, Trial aud Error, W izmann 
tells how Jewish anti-Zionists of Eng
land caus d d lay in the i suance of the 
Balfour D claration and, wors , amend
ments in its text- ambiguiti in place of 
the original forthright t xt- which later 
proved calamitous to the Jewish cause: 

" ... From the individual expres-
ions of opinion which had come 

from it· (the W mem-
b rs, th r cann htest 
doubt that wit • ter-
f r nc nti> ly 
draft w uld h 
early in Augu t, 
ubmitt d it." 

Thu , th purblindn 
w althy and their advi or 
culiar to America. But th di t l'9Us 
lem nt in uch A.m ri an oppo ition lay 

in the fact that in th arly, d t rmina
tive year of the Mandat the First 
World War had air ady brok n or im
pov rish d th other larg J wri s. The 
Jewish community of th Unit d States 
wa the only one left in th world 
with th m ans to h Ip ad quately. 
When 150 prominent Jews petitioned 
Pr sident Wilson, urging him to oppose 
Zionism at the P ace Conf r nee, they 
did not ucceed in swerving him; but 
this move, like many others of the 
kind, had its effect on public support 
for the Zioni t enterprise. In 1925, when 
Sir Herb rt Samuel ended bi fiv y ars' 

rvic as the fir t High omm1 ·s1oner 
of Palestin , he sorrowfully chid d the 
Zioni ts for failure to supply capital and 
to initiat development projects on a 
cale which would have p rmitted a 

policy more favorabl to th Yi hu . 

Through the year , what Stephen 
Wis call d "the accursed rule of phil
anthropy" opposed the Zionist program 
with all its power- in the organizing of 
the American Jewish Congre in World 
War I and of the American J wish Con
ferenc in World War II; in r presenta
tion to the Government; in att mpt at 
a con tructive olution to the refugee 
problem- in hort, in v ry action in
volving the as ertion of Jewish people
h od or national aspiration . 

griev u ly fulfill ti Zionist 
s, ma. s indiff ' ren b gan to 

melt away and th pposition wa 
f to r tr at. During ond 
World War, Zio • ff rt r-
fully aid o organi 1 d 
by Am is nf th 
A an gr B 'nai B'rith, 
th i, h ra nd olh 
that wh n i w • in d 
th N th n cau ad t 
backing of ri J wry with a f w 
dishonorabl xc ions that must b 
count I n mi s of t • opl . 

T sum up : Th an ontribu-
tion toward the achi l of J wi h 
s tateh d wa • vital • i al and ma-
terial ai l and in I ip rtain 
jun lur ,·. But, sa h van-
guard, th full un standing and sup
p rt of Am rican J ry am aft r th 
c oph had already b gun in Europe. 
0 ay not , finally, that aliyah from 
lh it d lat s has b n of minor 
p s, which fact may in a nega-
ti b included in an inv ntory of 
A influences n th Zionist 
Mo t. 

H w v r magnific nt its a hi vem nts 
in th pas t, h wev r tragic its failur s, 
v nts hav thrust American Jewry into 

th forefr nt of responsibility in Zionist 
affairs. As th nly larg and pow rful 
J wish ommunity I ft in th Diaspora 
il is d tin d to play a d t rmining part 
in th continuing struggl f r th futur 
of Isra 1 and of our p opl th world 
o er. And th re is g d hop that 
American J wry is r ady for it fateful 
rol . 

2. ZIONISM'S EFFECTS ON 
AMERICAN JEWRY 

Th main influenc which Zioni m 
has brought to bear upon th Jewish 
p pl w r forese n by Herzl with 
pr sci nt clarity. 

"Among the argum nts in favor of 
Zi ni ·m," h declar d, "on of the b st 
was Lh bankruptcy of as imilation. 

ow w hav a new on : th insolvency 
of philanthropy." Furth r, "W shall 
ask our Jewish oppon nts what they 
hav done in all the e y ar to r liev 
th frightful di tre s f our broth r . 
Wher are th result of th ir work? 
What have they achiev d? Ha e they 
er ated anything practical? " Again, in 
anoth r vein, "Zionism is a horn coming 
to th J wish fold ev n b for it b -
comes a horn coming to th Jewi h 
land." And to the e extracts from Con
gress addr s s may b add d his diary 
ntry observing that hi achiev m nt 

was "to turn a rag into a bann r and 
tran. f rm an abj ct rabbl int a nation 
which rallied rect to that banner." 

uch statements by Herzl accurately 
nvi ion d th impr f Zioni m on 

J wish lif . The e eff cts ar t o likely 
to b tak n for granted by a gen ration 
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reared in the self-belief and self-esteem 
propagated by Zionism. Yet they had 
to be fought for, in arduous, sustained. 
combat against indifference, skepticism, 
and prejudice. 

Zionism exposed the "insolvency of 
philanthropy"- its treadmill futility and 
its shirking of the real problem, Jewish 
homelessness. Zionists stormed the bas
tion of shtadlanut, the traditional "hush
hush" or backdoor diplomacy, and un
abashedly tilted with its august practi
tioners, the Nagidim, self-appointed 
leaders of the community. These battles 
were part of a long struggle for democ
racy in Jewish life in which Zionists 
have been the shock troops. For, as 
Brandeis said many years ago, "the de
mand for democracy in the considera
tion of the Jewish problem is not a 
matter of form; it is of the essence." 

While attacking reaction on the Right, 
Zionists boldly besieged the powerful 
forces of the Left flying the banner of 
universalism. And the Zionists had to 
take still another stronghold, that held 
by the ultra-Orthodox, who condemned 
self-emancipation as a profane tamper
ing with the messianic timelock. It is 
true- to their honor be it said- that 
many recruits came over from the 
enemy and progressively reinforced the 
nationalists. Yet it was something of 
a wonder that the Zionists could prevail 
against the formidable opposition that 
came from three directions at once. 

The secret was a mighty shofar which 
the Zionists possessed: the complete 
rightness of their program for the Jew
ish future. With this trumpet of Joshua 
they learned "to blow a blast of shatter
ing power." It crumbled alike the waUs 
of selfish privilege, utopian illusion, and 
medievalism. 

The truth proclaimed by the Zionist 
temmed the assimilationist trend sweep

ing the intellectual and secularist ele
ments of Jewry. It halted the aimless 
drift of the masses. It nurtured an atti
tude of proud identification with one's 
people and its fate. It popularized an 
assertion of Jewishness resting squarely 
on a self-respect that commanded the 
respect of others. Zionism indeed was 
"a homecoming to the Jewish fold." It 
turned "a rag into a banner" by endow
ing "an abject rabble" with inspiring 
purpose and by providing a rational and 
practical means for attaining that 
purpose. 

All these effects of Zionism upon the 
Jewish people hold equally true for the 
American segment of Jewry, though 
perhaps less obviously and in certain 
respects to a lesser degree. Zionism 
has transformed the Jew, in his attitude 
toward himself, in hi outlook and hi 
prospects. The changes, to be sure, 
have been immensely accentuated since 
tl!e advent of the State of Israel. But 
the State is itself one of the effects of 
Zionism- its greatest! 

3. LOOKING AHEAD 

The question of Zionism's future will 
be answered according to one's under

tanding of the objective of the Move-
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ment and one's gra p of our people's 
needs in the foreseeable time ahead. 

Considering the problem in its most 
immediate term aid to Israel, and con
fining ourselves to the decisive Diaspora 
area- America, we must on thoughtful 
appraisal be convinced of the continu
ing need for a ,nass organization whose 
members are unswervingly devoted to 
Zionist aims. 

Even in its most elementary aspect, 
namely material assistance, support for 
I rael requires such backing as a bul
wark and safeguard. Nor is the time 
past for work in the areas of public in
formation and democratic mass action; 
with Israel's enemies relentlessly active, 
it is only ordinary prudence to uphold 
that force which during the crucial 
struggle led so effectively in aligning 
American support for a Jewish State. 

Similarly, in community education, in 
fostering understanding and building the 
"two-way bridge" between Israel and 
American Jewry, sustained Zionist pro
gramming is a requisite. And what of 
our youth? Can we believe that the ris
ing generation will be inspired and 
trained to service without systematic 
guidance? 

These are, in the best sense of the 
term, practical tasks- and of the utmost 
moment to the safety and progress of 
Israel. They are tasks which fund
raising organization~ cannot perform, 
which diplomats, hlihi , r ur au • 
cannot discharge. Dr. Ab a H 1l Sil ' 
put the matter succinc lY. 1 lh 
State was set up: 

"I caution you, w~ m 
mobilized fn the tron est 
Israel will requi!re Zi nl t 
for a generation to come-----.oo ¢~re
ly Jewish but Zioni t suppor ." 

The need for recognizing the role of 
the Zionist Organization was also em
phasized by Rabbi Irving Miller in the 
early years of statehood, in these words: 

"It is clear to everybody that for 
many years to come the State of 
Israel will need economic, political, 
and moral support from the out
side. To secure this assistance it is 
vital that the State should have a 
faithful ally upon whom it can rely 
forever. Where can the State find 
such an ally outside of the Zionist 
movement? Who else but the Zion
ist are the pillars upon ':"horn the 
structure of all activity for Israel 
rests?" 

Dr. Emanuel eumann, drawing the 
conclu ion which flows from the premise 
of the quotation above, has tated: 

"Partner hip i not a one-way af
fair. If the [Zioni t] Movement has 
the obvious duty of standing by th 
State ... there rests a correspond
ing obligation on the State to 
strengthen its ally and partner and 
to do o actively, con ciously, and 
con istently." 

uch tatements emphasiz the need 
for continuing and trengthening the 
Zioni t Organization for th sak of 
I ra l. "Friends of I rael" are indeed 

to b warmly w lcom d, in the gr al st 
po sible number . But the pirit of 
benevolenc , however generous, is not 
to be quated with Zionist d dication. 
Amba sador Abba Eban has ob erved: 

"It is not difficult to define a 
Zionist ... by his greater devotion, 
his closer sense of identity, his more 
direct ervice, and bis willingne s 
for heavier sacrifice." 

But it i not only for Israel's sake 
that a vital and vibrant Zionism is 
needed. From its very beginning the 
Movement asserted that the State was 
a mean ; the Land was to exist for the 
p ople. The strengthening of Jewish 
life and the fortifying of the Jewish 
spirit are Zionist end which have to do 
with Jewish communitie everywhere. 

We have a Jewish life to mold, and a 
Jewi h community to serve, here. Zion
i m was intended to sustain and enrich 
that life also. It will make an immense 
difference to the future of American 
Jewry whether, on the one hand, a 
sterile philanthropy - Judai m dictates 
the communal program or, on the other 
hand, Zioni t fervor and ferment are at 
work in the community in effectively 
organized fashion. The difference is in
deed fundamental , for it is a difference 
in belief as to how Jewish life should 
be lived. 

Mortimer May, ZOA pre ident, recent
ly summed up the cr edo of American 
Zionism in these words: 

"Zionism is a movement that be
li ve in the Jewish People and its 

urvival. The State of I rael be
came the focus of Zionist activity 
b cause without such a state sur
vival s emed impos ible, either in 
the phy ical or the cultural and 
spiritual en e. 

"Yet we do not negate the Dias
pora. This is in keeping with J w
i h history and tradition. The State 
was brought into existence by a 
joint effort of the Diaspora and the 
people of Palestine. It came into 
being for the good of both. As al
ways, the Jewish fate i in epar
able: If the State of Israel fares 
well, as we are determined it ball, 
we in the other lands hall be the 
gainers ; and any failure on the part 
of the Stat , in whatever respect, 
will not leave us untouched. For 
good or ill , the unity of the Jewish 
p ople is indivisible. 

"We have a profound confidence 
in the greatnes of I rael' future. 
W believe it will hav me age!'l of 
piritual and moral value for man

kind, a had I rael of old. Thi i 
the rock of our Zioni t faith." 
ot yet i the Zionist mission accom

plished. The Movement has tasks be
fore it as compelling as those which 
found fulfillment on May 14, 194 . They 
are linked not only with I rael but with 
klal I ra l a well. In the new ra 
which opened with the rebirth of the 
J ewi h State, Zioni t will under tand 
their continuing role and ri e to its 
need . - D.E.H. 
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LISTINGS OF MATERIALS 

For PROGRAMMING, READING, and REFERENCE 
Item on this page can be obtained through the ZO.\ Prol{ram and Education Division 

ZIONISM 

American 

BRA DEIS O ZIONISM 
pe ches and e • ay , 1.50 

VI IO D VICTORY 
by Abba Hiller Silver. Pap r and 
addr sses which help d influenc 
th cour e of history, 2.50 

0 THE ROAD TO ZIO , 
by Daniel Fri ch. Sel ct d writings 
on Jewish ducation, Zioni m, and 
creative Jewi h living, 2.50 

AMERI A'S ROLE I I RAEL' 
I TDEPE DE CE 

ZOA Pamphlet o. 11, 10 

THE JEWISH PROBLEM 
HOW TO SOLVE IT, 

By Brand i . ZOA Pamphlet o. 
, 10c. 

R ZOA IT PLACE I THR 
I T MOVEMENT. 

ZOA Pamphlet o. 4, 10c 

Classics and General 

ROME AND JERUSALEM, 
By Mo es He s. Famous pre-Herz
lian treatise, 2. 

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM, 
By Leo Pinsker. Coll ction of s
ays, including "Auto-Emancipa

tion," 1.50 

AHAD HA'AM: 
l cted 

mon, 2.50. 
ay , edit d by L on St-

p ch , ay and biogrnphical 
not , 2.50. 

THE BIRTH OF JEWISH 
STATESMANSHIP, 

By Emanu l umann. The story 
of Herzl's life. ZOA Pamphl t o. 
11, 25c. 

THE JEWISH STATE, 
By Th odor Herzl. Introduction by 
Louis Lipsky, biography by Alex 
Bein. Cloth, 1; paper 50c. 

HERZL:EXTRACTSFROM 
HI DIARIES, 1. 

ZIONI T HANDBOOK 
A Dictionary of Zioni t T rms and 
Information, ZOA Pamphl t o. 7, 
l0c. 

THE ZIONIST IDEA, 
By Joseph H Her. '.I11 philosophy 
and ideology of the Zioni t Mov -
ment. 3. 

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, 
By I rael Cohen. Cbapt r on Ameri
can Zionism, by Bernard G. Rich
ard. 3. 

TERCENTENARY ISSUE, 5715-1'55 

F LFILLME T: THE EPI T R 
F ZIO I M, 

By Rufus L arsi, 5. 

EXT AR I JER ALEM, 
By ina Brown Bak r. A fiction
aliz d biography of H rzI f r th 
t n-ag r, 2. 

Program Materials 
HERZL A IVERSARY YEAR. 

Pr gram Guiel and our B ok, 
ZOA, 25c. 

HERZL, PROPHET OF 
I DEPE DENCE. 

J wi h Ag ncy mat rial , 25 . 

TO THE YOUNG A VI IO , 
By Rufu L ar i. ZOA on -a l play 
on H rzl and Baron d Hir h. 
4m., 1 f., 40 min ., 35c. 

ADORE TO THE \i ORLD, 
By J r m Bay r. Z A. A pi 
f r informal th alr , n H rzl' 
"J wish Lal ." 6 m., 5 f., 30 min., 
25c. 

RADIO RE ORD1 G: 
Dramaliz d lif 
disc fol· 1·adio pr gr' m. 
" pa " for nl'Ollme t }) 
local material. A vailab e t 

HEBREW AND 
HEB!tEW: 

Th Lory of a Living Lan uag , 
by William Chom ky. ZOA Pamph-
1 t o. 5, 10c. 

HEBREW SELF-TAUGHT, 
By Zvi and B n-Ami Scharf t in. 
ZOA' popular t xt for individual or 
cla r om tudy of mod rn conv r-
ation, 2.95. 

HAYYIM N ARMAN BIALIK, 
Compl te poetical works, edited by 
I raeI Efros, illustrated by Lionel 
S. R is . Volum 1, 4. 

BIALIK, 
By Isra l Efros 15c. 

JEHUDA HALEVI AS THINKER 
AND POET, 

By Isra I Efros, 10c. 

THE GROWTH OF MODER 
HEBREW LITERATURE, 

By Hillel Bavli, 15c. 

LIFE AND SELECTED POEMS OF 
AUL T HERNICHOWSKY, 25c. 

SERIES EDITED By A. H. Fri diand. 
(mimeographed): 
J. L. Gordon, 50c. 
I. L. Peretz, 40c. 
Z. Schnaiur, 50c. 
Achad Ha'am, 50c. 

SHORT HEBREW CLASSICS, 
with English translation, by A. H. 
Fri dland, 15c. 

HEBREW LITERAT RF, 
I AMERI A, 

By Eisig ilb r. hlag, 10 

HEBREW LITERAT RE 
I MERI 

' By haim L af, 10 . 

HEBREW LA AGE, LITERAT RE 
A D ULTURE IN AMERI AN 

IVER ITIE , 
By Abraham I. Katsch. A study f 
the r I and influ n of H br w on 
Am rican civilizati n, 1.00. 

WHY HEBREW? 
By amu I M . Blum •nfi Id, 10 . 

Publications: 
Had ar, w kly (including suppl -

m nts), 9p ry ar. 
Hadoar Lan ar, childr n's bi-w kly 

suppl m nt, 1.75 p r y ar. 
Mu af LaKor Hatzair, bi-w kly 

suppl m nt for youth and adults, 
1.75 p 1· y ar. 

h vii y Hahinuch, du ation quar-
terly dit d by Zvi harf t in, 
3 p r y ar. 

Children's Hebrew Literature: 
Em Ha-Shomrim, by Aliza Chom-

sky. Vow I-pointed tory, for 
ch ols, 4 pp., illu tt·ated, 60c. 

Hov r t L'Talmidim, by S. Shalom. 
Pupil's br chur containing s I -
lions from the po t nd introduc
tions, 15 . 

Ha od, translated by E. Ind Iman. 
Vow I-pointed and illu trat d 
story, 60c. 

hana n sh, by Aharon Meg d. 
Vow 1-p int d and illu trat d 
tory, 60c. 

Harambam, by E. Ind Iman. Vow !
point d and illustrat d story, 75 

Audio-Visual Aids 
FIVE 4-MINUTE HEBREW 

ONG FILMS, 
with tran lation, 16 mm. sound, 4 

ach; all fiv on one r l availabl 
for rental. 

MASSAD FILM. 
Life in an all-Hebrew children' 
camp. Technicolor, 30 min. Book
ings fre , on advance notice. 

RECORDS. 
A Iarg variety available at ZOA 
Book and Gift Shop; catalog on r -
qu st. 

Dramatic 
OUR BIALIK, 

A cantata by Judith and Ira Eis n
stein, 1.50. 

BEN YEHUDA. 
Eternal Light script, 10c. 

ELIEZER BEN YEHUDA, 
Prepared by Jewish Education om
mittee for Hebrew Month, 35c. 

( on1;,,,,,. I cn,irll f) 



Zionist Organization of America 

145 East 32nd Street 

New York 16, N. Y. 

MATERIALS, Continued 

THE TERCENTENARY 
AND HISTORY 

(Items marked with an asterisk (*) 
may be obtained direct of the ZOA; for 
others, please send to the source, as 
identified by number below.) 

Program and Calendar 
1) LISTING of TV and Radio schedule, 

exhibits, and other vents. 
1) COMMUNITY MANUAL; materials 

for programs, etc., 2. 
2) JEWISH CENTER PROGRAM 

AIDS, 75c. 
2) LECTURERS available for Tercen

tenary programs. 

Music 
3) MUSIC FOR THE TERCENTEN

ARY, a bibliography, 25c. 
3) THE JEWISH MUSIC MOVEMENT 

IN AMERICA, a Tercentenary lec
ture, by A. W. Binder, 25c. 

2) HERITAGE, a cantata, 10c. 

loolcs and Pamphlets 
*) THE JEWS IN AMERICA: 

A HISTORY, by Rufus Learsi, 6. 
* ) EARLY AMERICAN JEWRY, 

By Jacob R. Marcus, 2 vols., $7.50. 
2) STORY OF JEWS IN THE U. S., 

32 pp., 10c; and leader's guide, 4 
pp., 5c. 

5) READING LIST FOR TERCEN
TENARY: history, biography, fic
tion, reference. 

6) A TERCENTENARY SERVICE, 
Prepared by Rabbi Albert S. Gold
stein; responsive reading in Hebrew 
and English, 14 pp., 20c. 

7) JUDAISM, A QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL: Tercentenary Issue- 520 

pp., $2. 
9) BUILDERS OF AMERICAN JEW

RY, by Isaac Friedlander; album of 
portraits. 3. 

4) RECORDS OF THE EARLIEST 
JEWISH COMMUNITY IN THE 
NEW WORLD, by Arnold Winitz r. 

$3. 

TERCENTENARY ISSUE, 571S-1'55 

NON-PROFIT 
U. S. POSTAGE 

PA ID 
New York, N. Y. 
Permit No. 3954 

4) AN INVENTORY OF AMERICAN Films 
JEWISH HISTORY; contains exten

sive bibliographies. 1. 75. 

9) BOOKS ON AMERICAN JEWISH 
LIFE, by Harold U. Ribalow, bibiog
raphy of 75 novels. 50c. 

Dramatic 
) BRANDEIS, a radio script about 

Brandeis and J wish workers; 30 
min., 10c. 

) STEPHEN S. WISE - A Voice for 
Justice, a radio sc ipt, 10c. 

) NO WREATH AND 
( Emma Uazarus), a 

2) WE CAME TO AN IS A 
1-act play of first Jews in 
10 m., 1 f., 45 min., 50c. 

9) THE FOUR CHAPLAIN , imula-ted 
broadcast on inci ent of Wotld War 
II; adaptable for stage production, 
17 char., 20 min., 35c. 

9) MOTHER OF EXILES; simulated 
broadcast, on Emma Lazarus; adapt
able for stage production, 16 char., 
20 min., 35c. 

9) MR. LINCOLN AND THE SOLDIER, 
radio script adaptable for stage 
production; 4 char., 20 min., 25c. 

10) SONS OF LIBERTY, fictional story 
of Haym Solomon, Jewish R volu
tionary patriot; color, 16 mm., 20 
min., rental 4. 

10) MUSIC IN AMERICA. ontribu-
tions of outstanding Jewish musi
cians; 16 mm., 20 min., rental 5. 

10) OF THESE OUR PEOPLE. Con
tribution of Jews in Am rica; 16 
mm., 17 min., rental 5. 

Miscellaneous 
* ) RADIO RECORDING: Addr s by 

Francis H. Ru sell, U. S. barge 
d'Affaires, at Tercentenary observ
ance at ZOA House, Tel Aviv; in
clud message from President 
Eisenhower, introduction by Morti
mer May. 15 min . LP 

2) HILDREN'S BOOKS on American 
Jewish history, catalog, pp. 

2) THE PRICE OF LIBERTY; radio 
script (or simulated) for ages -15; 

males, extras, 25 pp., 25c. 

2) JEWISH CHILDREN GIVE THANKS 
TO AMERICA, a pageant expres -
ing appreciation for American free
doms; 6 pp., 10c 

Key to SOURCES 

1) America_n Jewish Tercentenary Committe , 3 E . 65 St., New York 21, N. Y. 

2) National Jewish Welfare Board, 145 E . 32 St., N w York 16, N. Y. 

3) Jewish Music Council, 145 E. 32 St., New York 16, N. Y. 

4) Am rican Jewish Hi torical Society, 30 0 Broadway, New York 27, N. Y. 

5) Jewish Publication Society of America, 222 N. 15 St., Philadelphia 2, N. Y. 

6) Synagogue Council of America, 110 W. 42 St., New York 36, N. Y . 

7) American Jewish Congress, 15 E. 4 St., New York 2 , N . Y. 

8) Eternal Light, 30 O Broadway, New York 27, N. Y. 

9) Jewish Education Committ e, 1776 Broadway, N w York 19, N. Y. 

10) Jewish Education Film Library, 13 E. 37 St., New York 16, N. Y. 
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