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MAN'S HOPES IN THE AT01 IC AGE -- ~-~~- --:r~~ - ~ ~ -~~~---
F~ F~~ ~~-~ t~. 

This age in which we I ive is a truly 
great age, one of the greatest in human 
history. We ore too near our times properly 
to appraise them. One requires distance in 
order to see great objects in their proper 
perspective. We ourselves are too much 
involved in the turmoi I, the fears, and 
the conflicts of our day to see objectively 
the amazing new patterns of I ife whi hare 

• emerging. 
Great and historic things ar e coming 

to poss in our day. I . ~m n2.! thinking at 
the moment of the new , s wvi i ch science 
is continually disclos tri ,t: the new insights 
into the nature of matter and energy, the 
new sources of power and wealth, the new 
methods of production, • • • , trans-
portation and communication. I am not re-
ferring to the amazing progress in the 
medical sciences nor to the marvels of -
engineering and the ~iracl~s of construction 
al I over the globe. / Inventions and dis
coveries come in su ch NJpid succession in 
our day that they no longer excite any un
usual comment. We take tt al I in our stride
the flying age, the television age, the 
atomic age - and now the inter-planetary age. 

r 1 ___,._,7 
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In characterizing our age cs great, 
I om thinking in terms of social ro ress 
and we I fore, in terms of human advancement 
and civi I izotion. M_2_re is being done in 
our day for the improvement of the con itions 
of the I i fe of the common man, for the 
raising of his standard of I iving, his 
health, his e1ucotion, and for his protec
tion again s t the diso c i I ities of sickness, 
unemployment and old age, than in any genera
tion - than in any five generations in the 
post. Never were peoples and governments 
so muc~~concerned wiih t e ·mprovement of 
the lives of tY1e men, ~ d lived in un-
re I i eved po\}erty f) i gnor e on d disease 
through the long and wecrry centuries. Never 
were more determined efforts mcde to bring 
about a fairer sharing of the wealth pro
duced and a better way of Ii fe for a I I. 

Never hove t~e submerged races and 
peoples of _the earth, who for centuries 
groaned under foreign or nctive tyranny, 
risen as they hcve risen in our day to de
mand and to achieve, as they hove to a large 
measure achieved, 7r'reeaom and self-determi
nation. l_mperial1sm and colonialism are in 
their death-throes. Backward peooles ore 
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pressing forward into the I ight of a new 
day, and the exploitati on of the dork races 
of the earth is rapidly dra ing to a close. 

Wh~t we are witnessing in our day, if 
we hove eyes no on ly to see t h ings but to 
see into the heart of thin gs, is not social 
disintegration, but a radical new reintegra
tion of humanity, a profound change in the 
social evolution of man, a change not free, 
of course, from dangers, but one of boundless 
and immeasurable potentialities. 

I do not \: ish to overdraw the picture. 
I am n o t s u g g e s t i ·t h . • t h m i I I e n i u m i s 
J~u-s---a-r _o_u-nd- the corner . ere i s not a 
spo on e face of the lobe today where 
social wrongs and injustices do not s ti I I 

exist, and where the masses of mankind ore 
not, to a greater or lesser degree, sti I I 

under-pr iv i I eged and di sodvantaged. There 
is not country on earth, including our own, 
which is al_together free from class conflict, 
from i gotry, 1 n o eronce, s I urns and pr i vo-
t1on. -

·----- The important thing to consi ~er, however, -is not whether we are on e eve of the 
mi I lenium, but whether the major trends of 
our age ore in the direction off e hoped-
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for good society, or a ay fr om it. Is our 
age purposefu I I y trying to erad i cote- overty 
and i I I i terac and to raise the stan dard 
o·f 7 iving of al I peoples, regardless of race 
or color or creed? .. Is it trying to satisfy 
the legitimate aspirations of peoples to 
not i ono I- freedom ond independence? Is it 
trying to organize the world for peace and 
for i nterno I ono cooperot ion? I _ be I i e.ve 
that i n a I I these major trends , our a 9e ~ ho~· 
given welcome evidence of great det7rmina
tion and of consi derable progress. r. ' • • 
moving purposefully in the right direction -
the obol it ion of war, : • e reduction of 
poverty, and the el irn1 n · on of racial 
barriers and inequal itiss . These ore t e 
three major trends of our century. nd 
because they QC§ the major trends of our 
day - there is great hope for man in this 
atomic age. 

What we need is a strong faith which 
wi 11 serve us best in the great, critical 
and cha I lenging days wn ich I ie ahead, a 
faith which wi 11 sustain us in the long, 
hard struggle to estobl ish this good society 
towards which we al I wish to move. 
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Such a faith, in my judgment, is 
bu i It upon !b.Cf~ postu I ates: the reo Ii ty 
of purpose in the universe, the signifi
cance of the i~dividual, and the s anctity 
of method. Within such a faith man wi 11 
find that measure of dignity, confidence 
and co urage without which the stru ggle for 
social progress cannot long be maintained 
and the promi se of human Ii fe must be 
abandoned to defeat. 

As man develops in awareness of him
self an d of the world b t him, and gains 
in sensitiveness and r-c+»P~~~hension, he 
ocqu ires o I s o g Ii mpses _pur_po s e in tV)e 
universe. He c~mes to sense wh et the 
Prophet Isaiah sensed ~hen he decl a red: 

I 
"He is a God Who created the world .QQ! for 
chaos, and formed it to be inhabited." 
Li e a I I human insights into fundomento Is, 
this one, too, of purpose and meonin~ is 
not clear beyond any pe radventure of do ubt. 
It is seen as throu gh a gloss darkly, but 
it is sufficiently persuasive and respon
sive to basic human n .eds to be enheorten
ing and strengthening. 
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Addressing the ti_arvord Low School 
Association of Ne v\· v·ork back in 1q13, 
Justice 01 iv er Wendel I Holmes gave ex
p-re S S i On t O j US t SU Ch a St r Ong , my St i C , 

, conviction: "I thin k it is not improbable 
that man, Ii ke the grub that prepares a 
cham ber for the winged t ~ ing it never hos 
been but js to t e - that man may h o ve co smic 
destinies that he does not understand. 
And so beyond the vision of battling races 
end on impoverished earth, I catch a _greamlrig 
gllQJQS~ of peace." And he voiced his faith 
"in a universe not mPdsured by our fears", 
but one "that hos :th nd more thought 
insi de of it". A confi de t / faith in a co n
trol I ing and beneficent purpose, unfording 
in the universe, of hich we and our strug
gles and our aspirations ore on integral 
port is, in my judgment, on e8sentiol in-
gr e d i en t of that fa i th 'h i ~c w i I I serve us 
best in the long struggle for the bui I ding 
of the good society and the attainment of 
man's hopes. Without this faith, man wi 11 
fa I I victim to one or anoth 0 r form of moro I 
nihi I ism as his mind co ~es to the edge of 
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the w i I derness. Atheism hos never bu i It any 
great civi I ization. It hos been res ~on-
s j b I e f Or . b·'r ea k d OW n S , • n O t f Or • Cr e Ok -
throughs. 1 

- Belief in the significance of the in-
dividual is another essential element of ------------
f h a t f a i t h \f J h i c h 'N i I I s e r v e u s b e s t i n 
our propulsive age. 

In one of his published "Unpopular 
Essays", Bertrand Russel I rites: "The 
importance of Mon, 1hich is the one indis
penso le dogma of the theolo g ians, receives 
no sup ort from a sci mt ic view of the 
future of the solar s y - rn ." To which 
one is prompted to repty, so much the worse 
for the so-cal led scientific view, which 
doubt I ess w i I I go through many revisions 
and corrections in the future, os it ho s 
in the post. Time and again science hos 
been tardy in arriving ot co ~clusions which 
the intuitive religious genius of mankind 
postulated long beforP. 

But Bertrand Ru :: sel I is entire I 
corre t when he states that "the importance .. 
of Mon is the one indispensable dogma of 
the theologians". It i_s also the one in
dispensa b le dogma of democracy; and it is 
ot the heart of the terrible crisis w~ich 
is tearing our world apart today. 
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Tp ... tb.e great re Ii g ions of the est rn 
worl~ , . man ~os immense significance in the 
scheme of things. Men is very important to 
God in the unfoldment of His purposes -
each man, every man, rich or poor, ise or 
simple, block or white , saint r s·nner. ~ 
The b I a ck e v i I of \3 1 n 1 • • tho+ i i 'S • deg r a -
dation, de~cent into unworthiness and the 
lo er I ife

1
whi ch,~~~ Mon hc c emerged. 

Religion cha I lenges Mon to I ive and act 
al ays os if his I ife were tremendously sig
nificant and endlessly @.sce,ndont. 

Religion demands c of man in terms 
of duty and sacrifice , u # it also gives 
much to him in terms of high and independent 
status, dignity and inherent rights. "Ev ery 
man hos the right to soy," declared an 
on e i ent teacher of I srae I, "for my sake was 
the whole world creot d", and another teacher 
dee I ored that "man is a co-v\'orker of God in 
creation". 

Religi on hos endeavored to give men 
a sense of greatness in a universe in which 
he physicol ly is very smol I. 

No moral os irotion is possible and 
can be-- IOoked for in man os I ong as he re
gards himself as of I ittle account. No 
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moral aspiration ever spri ng s from the 
soi I of ." bel ittlement and disesteem. 

B~couse the religi ou s basis of our 
society hos t een idely denied, and ma
terialistic theories of life and history 
hove token hold of the thou ghts and actions 
of many men an d governments, the st ot ure of 
the individual, and \Nith it, his ri ghts 
and inherent dignity hove suffered tragic 
abatement and diminution in our day. Every 
precinct of hi s I ife is invaded and violated. 
Hoving denied man the im e of od, he is 
being given the mask ~ e robot. 

The t h ird e ement ( • J he faith 
w i I I s e r v e u s b e s t .J i our; e x c i t i n g n e w ~• 7 
is faith in the sanctity of met hod - t he 
method of human progress. 

Sp i r i tu a I re I i g i on def i n e d a .TT] et hod 
by which men mi ght attain morally desirable 
ends, a method worthy of such ends. It 
out I owed·. the notion that moro I ends justify 
immoral means. Each single step on the way 
to~ard the real iici~1on of ~ worthy objec
tive,must; as . far as is humonl possible, 
be a worthy objective in itself. To es
tablish justice or freedom or peace, men 
must employ the ways of justice, freedom and 
peace. 
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n 1 The more exalted human goals ore, 
the less I ikel ihood there is of their early 
or co plete attainment. ~ccordingly, when 
ruthless, brutal, impotienf and desperate 
measures ore employed, they not only make 
the attainment of these goals impossible; 
they also turn man's lon g journey towards 
them into one of unmitigated misery and hor-
r o r . '-7J ~ '--.. ,, -~ 

··'· l(t . 'is ·c 1-eor I y the port' of sout1d method · 
i~~A ~ ~~mic •~~ to look for o vorkable 
formula whi h will regulate the difference 
bet\/1.t een the East and t 1 

.• ' 1t and discover 
a "mod u s v i vend i " for f \n great sect i on s 
of humanity which ore no~ so dan gerously 
riven and separated by seemingly irrecon-
ci loble ideologies. 

I t i s c I e o r t h c t t h e r i v a I r y b e t "'' e e n 
these · i deo I og i es con not be ec I ded on the 
battlefield. Both __ o er-blocs ore in pos
session of the globe-destroying power of the 
A-bomb and the H-bomb. Neith '? r will be 
intimidated by the preponderan ce of arms 
on the pert of the other. It is incon-
ceivable that the stat smen of th world wi I I 
be so mod os to trv to win a decision 
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through atomic warfare. The alternative 
~onfronting mankind today is co-existence 
o r n o n - e x i st en c e -- - - CAA '"' VJ 1 

In the field of reli g i 1us controversy 
it was once thou ght th at the existing 
differences were i r reconc i I ab I e and that 

• 

opposing religious persuasions could not 
I ive on the same earth, not to speak of the 
some country or city. Durin g the seven
teenth century Europe ~os drenched in 
b I ood by re I i g i ou s wars. The stakes then 
were e ven h i g her t han .~ o r day , for i t 
was not only t h is worl ho~ was i valved, 
but the _next ~or Id as w--e .i/. / And yet ofter 
much bloodshed and the ruin of towns and 
provinces, it was found necessary at I ong . -
l est to work out ways of toleration and co-
existence, leaving the ideologies to take . -
care of themselves. No reli g ion abandoned 
its positi on, Lits claims to being !he sole 
re~osit<l>cy · of true religion or of its 
missionary ctivit , but sOmehow ways were 
f Oun or a I I to I i v e to§ e her . Tod a y 
~any ports of Europe and America they 
I earned not on I y to Ii ve together but 

• ,n 
hove 
to 
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work to gether in amity and friendship 
for the paramo J nt objectives common to 
t n em a I I . 

There is no oth er 6oluti on to the 
p J I i t i c a l Qn d e c o n om i c d i f f e re n c e s w h i ch 
are now tearing our world apart. The dread 
alternative is un1v~rsol destructi oh. 

For our civi I izotion to survive, it 
is clearly necessary to revise the mood 
and thou ght pattern of our age, and to 
rec harge our world culture with o new 
devotion to the sonct·ty of met , od in h Jmon 
progress ___ I 

With_... a fai ~ , It upo n the 
realj t of our ose in tb universe he 
significance~ the ·ndividu I ~~•~...-18£~ 

--. 

we con sp ea wide our ad-
vanturing sails , and plow resolutely into 
the surge and thuhder of our unpredictable 
odyssey, confident th ct our hi gh hopes 

-wi I l, from time to time, find their blessed 
anchorage in some harbor of our hearts' 
desire. 

'J-f- JO D j 
__,,__ 

~ ~~~J~ 

V'I 

~~<OR. AB A HILLEL SILE 
OVc. 11 ER - 1q5q 



MAN'S HOPES IN T~E ATO~IC AGE 

by 
DR. ARBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE TEMPLE 
CLEVE. I.AND, OH I 0 

one of the greatest in human history. -1e are too near our times properly to 

appraise them. One requires distance in order to see great objects in their 

proper perspective. We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil, the 

fears, and the conflicts of our day to see objectively the amazing new pat

terns of life which are emerging. In~a ~eneration or ,:wo, when mankind will 

have entered quieter waters and a period of consolidation will have followed 

I 
this explosive and revolutionary age of ours, men ~ill be able to look back 

upon it a evaluate it pro~erly. 

Many people 

pessimistic about our 

e filled with 

They 

I 

as lacking i~ealism, in aim and pur~osyand~~ 

disaste1/3 flaming sea of atomic h~. 

are quite 

materialistic, 

rifting helplessly to 

um p&l'&lJaded that etsrs ts truly a great d<§.e.- 1'.;reat and historic 

things are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at tbe moment of the -
new worlds which science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the 

nature of matter and energy, the new sources of power and WP.alth, the new 

methods of production, distribution, transportation and communication. I am 

markedly improved the health of the human race and increa~ed the average length 

of fe, nor to the marvels of eng ineering and the miracles of construction 

all over the 3lobe. Inventions and discoveries come in such rapid succession 

in our day that they no longer excite any unusual comment. 1e take it all in 

our stride - the flying age, the television age, the atomic age - ar.d .whet ~ (fu./ 

-next~ "Vfe inter-planP.tary a~e,. l)Mrha})&:-



day in the scientific fields more in one decade than in ten here~ofore. 

In characterizing our age c..1s grent, I arn thinking in terms of social 

progress and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is 

being done in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the life of the 

common man, for the raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, 

and for his protection against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and 

old age, than in any generation - than in any five generations in the past. 

Never were peoples and ~overnments so much concerned with the improvement of the 

lives of the men, who hed lived in unrelieved poverty, i3norance and disease 

throu~h the long and weary centuries. Never were mo~c determined efforts made 

to bring about a fairer sharing of the ~~ealth produced snd a better way of life 

for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth, who for cen-

turies groaned under foreipn or naive tyra as they have risen in our 

day to demand and to achieve, as they ha e achieved, freedom 

and self-determination. Within the / last fift n y~ars one-fourth of the earth's 

population - more than five hundred mill on non-self governinf people/ - ha e 

obtained s/verei3nity a~d self-go~rnment. Imperialism and colonialism are in 

their death-throes. Eackward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a 

new day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing 

to a close. 

;Jhat we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see 

things but to see into the heart of thinqs, is not social disintegration, but 

a radical new reintegration of hum nity, a profoun1 cran~e in the social evolu

tion of man~ a chan~e not free, of course, from danoers, but one of boundless 

and immeasurable potentialities. 



I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that the 

millenium is just around the corner. There is not a spot on the face of the 

globe today where social wron~s and injustices do not still exist, and where 

the masses of mankind are not, to a greater or lesser degree, still under

privileged and disadvanta3ed. There is no country on earth,including our own, 

whic', is altogether free from class conflict, from bigotry, intolerance, slums 

and privation, 71 take centuries, not decades or genera tion/.re all 

the peoples lme world will possess7L mea~ure of 7eing, far 

imum, which some of the..1'1ost favored peoples,:;£ the world aJ.ready 

posse 

Te important thing to consi der, however, is not whether we are on 

the eve of the milleni.um, but whether t e major trends of our age are in the 

direction of the hoped-for good society, or w 

fully trying to eradicate poverty 

livin~ of all peoples, regardless of r ace or c 

it. Is our age purpose

to raise the standard of 

or creed? Is it trying to 

satisfy the le~itim3te asoir tions of peo les to national freedom and inde

pendence? Is it tryin~ to orgAnize the world for peace and for international 

cooperation? I belie .re that in all the~e major trends, our a~e has given 

welcome evidence of great ~etermination arul of considerable progress. It is 

movin~ purposefully in the right direction - the ab 1lition of war, the reduc

tion of poverty, and the elimination of r acial barriers and inequalities. 

These are the three major trends of our century. And because they~ the 

major trends of our day - there is great hope for man in t~1is atomic age. 

tJhat we need is a strong faith which will serve us best in the great, 

critical and challeno!.n3 days wl ich lie ah1;ad, a faith which will sustain us 

in the lonn, h3rd stru 0 gle to establish this good society towards which we all 

wish to mc.,ve. 
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Such a faith~ in my judgment, is built upon t hree postulates: the 

reality of purpose in the universe, the significance of the individual, and the 

sanctity of method. i.· ithin such a faith man will find thc1 t measure of dignity, 

confidence and courage without which the stru3gle for social progress cannot 

long be maintained and the promise of human life must be abandoned to defeat. 

Somewhere 

life or of 

own 1 ife and 

merely 

To answer 

you 

11•Jhat is the meaning of_>uman 

th ~estion at/~lies a 

putting LI answer, the man 

as meaningless is not 

As man develops in awareness of himself and of the world about him, 

and gains in sensitiveness and comprehension, he acquires also glimpses of 

purpose in the universe. ➔e comes to sense t 

he declared: "l-Ie is a God '!ho created t e 

e Prophet Isaiah sensed when 

or chaos, and formed it 

to be inhabited." Like all human insi~hts i nto f undamentals, this one, too, of 
t.., "! ~ 

purpose and meaning is not clear beyond any peradventure of doubt. It is seen 

as through a ~lass darkly, but it is sufficiently persuasive and responsive to 

basic human needs to be enheartening and strengthening. 

/ ddressin3 the Harvard Law ':chool Association of New York back in 

1913, Justice Oliver ' 1endell Holmes 3ave expression to just such a strong, mystic, 

conviction: 1' I think it is not improbable that man, like the grub that prepari:3 

a chamuer for the win°ed thing it never has been but is to be - that man may 

have cosmic destinites that he does not understand. And so beyond the vision 

of battling races and an impoverished earth, I catch a dreaming glimpse of 

peace." \nd he voiced hi faith "in a universe not mzasured by our feara,' but 

one "that has thou3ht and mo~e than thought inside of it." 
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A confident faith in a controlling and beneficent purpose, unfolding in the 

universe, of which we and our struggles and our aspirations are an integral 

part is, in my judgment, an essential ingredient of that faith which will serve 

us best in the long stru3gle for the building of the good society and the 

attainment of man's hopes. 

bridge for man the gulf 

ly alien and indifferen 

only if he 

conviction 

his 
~ 

;Jithout this faith, \>€will 

of purpose which al/ 

homeless self an~e apparent 

feel at h~in the cosmos 

/ 
/• Thou hast been our 

1 victim to one or another 

form of moral nihilism as his mind comes to theed e of the wilderness. 

Atheism has never built any great civilization. It h~s been responsible for 

breakdowns, not for break-throughs. 

Belief in the sjgnificance oft 

element of that faith which wifl serve us 

In one of his published 'Unpopular 

1 is another essential 

-0~ propulsive age. 

s?1/s", Bertrand '1.ussel 1 writes : 

HThe importance of Man, which is the one indispensable dogma of the theologians, 

receives no support from a scientific view of the future of the solar system." 

To which one is prompted to reply, s •1 much the ,10rse for the so-called scien

tific view, which douhtless will go through many revisions and corrections in 

the future, as it has in the past. Time and a3ain science has been tardy in 

arriving at conclusions which the intuitive religious genius of mankind postu

lated long before. 

Dut Bertrand Russell is entirely correct when he stutes that "the 

importance of Man is the one indispensable do~ma of the theologians." It is 

also the one indispensable dogma of democracy; and it is at the heart of the 

te:-:-rible crisis which is tearinP, our world apart today. 
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To the great reli3ions of the lestern world, man has immense signi

ficance in the scheme of thin3s. Mani ~ very important to God in the unfold-

ment of J! is purposes - each every man, rich or poor, wise or simple, 
; ~ 1 ~ 

black 

or white, saint or sinner. ~·,w,..,...~ voluntary abandonment of status, self-

/\ 
degradation, descent into um-1orthiness and the lower 1 ife from which as 

emerged. Tieligion challenges 1an to live and act always as if his life were 

tremendously significant and endlessly ascendant. 

~eligion demands much of man in terms of duty And sacrifice, ~ut it 

also g ives much to him in terms of h1 3h and independent status, di~nity and in

herent ri-ihts. ~' Every man has the right to say," declared an ancient teacher of 

Israel, Hfor my sake was the whole world created,' and another teacher declared 

that ' man is a co-worker of God in creation.'" 

~eligion h~s endeavored to ~ive 

in which he physically is very sma 1. 

far smaller in scale than our world o 

e of ~reatness in a universe 

the ancients was, of course, 

tr.mensities - 0 one hundred 

thousand million galaxies e ch 3al axy containing on an average of 

a moment in geolo~ic time. elation to their vastly smaller uni-

verse, man appeared piti ,- lly puny, lost - nd unimportant. " Jhen I look at Thy 

heavens,n declared 

stars which Thou 

of Thy fin3ers, the moon and the 

est. blished - ·-1h t s man that Thou art mindful of hirn 7 

and the son o I that Thou dost c nre 

1'trC- ,J moral aspiration is possible and can be looked for in man as 

long as he regards himself as of little account. o moral aspiration ever 

springs from the soil of belittlement and disesteem. 

ymn with an apostrophe to man's uniqu 

surenc of his worth in the worltl which God crea 

ce, the PsAlmist 

for him. 



made him little 17/4an ~od, and h'st crow/.n<.: with glcry and 76r, Thou 

hast given him dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast~ all things 

under his fe/. Man's high and noble Lte imposes upon M~he obligations 

/ / / 

of aspir;rtion, "Be ye holy for I,,..,the Lord your God, a holy!" ,/ 

In primitiv,.,.-society the individual/4ounted for very little. )it as 

life moved on, the~spotistli of the or11aL oroup was slowly attenuated, The 

individual began to disco/ r his own ,iate life, As a11ainst hls/ he;'aoe of 

mass trad,f~on, he became aware o ;;ersonal sources of jud~me ~nd sanction. 

/ I ~ I 
But man's hard-won victories a~ainst corporate aut'hori ty are never 

permanently secure. •/witnessed in our life-time t . e maZ massi.L and ruth-

1 ess ons 1 aught of "G 1 e i chsc ha 1 tung", of "II ermas sung'' ,L of tot al. tar i an ism 

every experienced b/mt1n within historic t Imes. Fali.sm nd Nliism scored 

terr.Hying victor!~ before they were b o e n fa attlef ief, 1-ut their 

ideologies are nojdead, nd Communist diet rs p is today est~blishe<l in a 

fourth of the glJ,e. (c) / ,;,-r.,,;}' 
Men af being handled in many parts of the worl and in many depart-

ments of life [personally in the mas • Increasingly tl are becoming statis

tics in the h nds of a predatory co lectivism. They ar shunted about like 

/_ 
herds of cat le. They are coor;ated and subjugated to the state until the 

last vestige of their freedom 11t1d their rights vanishL.~ecause the religious 

lA/1¼ 
basis of our society has been denied, and m~terialistic theories of life and 

" history have taken hold of the thoughts and actions of many men and ~o ernment3, 

the stature of the individual, and with it, his ri~hts and inherent dignity 

have suffered tragic abatement nnd di~inution in our day. Every precinct of 

his life is invaded and violated. Havin~ denied man the ima 0 e of God, he is 

bein° given the mask of the robot. 



MAN 1 S HOPES IN THE ATOMIC AGE 
by 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear friends: This age in mich we live is a truly great age,one of the 

greatest in hurr.an history. We are too near our times properly to appraise them. 

One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proter perspective, 

We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil, the fears, and the conflicts 

of our day to see objectively the amazing new pattern of life which is emerging. 

In a generation or two, when mankind will have entered quieter waters and a 

period of consolidation· wi.11 have followed this explosive and revolutionary age 

of ours, men will be able to look back upon it and evaluate it properly.' 

Many people today are filled with dark forebodings and are quite peesimisti c 

about our times. They are quick to describe them as materialistic, as lacking in 

idealism, in aim and purpose, and as drifting helplessly to disaster in a flaming 

sea of atomic horror. I S 
There are very few people who see this s j1s a great age. I am 

persuaded that it is truly a great age. Great an_ct. storic things are coming 

to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which 

science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matte~ 

and energy, the new sources of power and wealth, the new methods of production, 

distribution, transportation and communication. I am not referring to the 

amazing progress in the medical sciences which has so markedly improved the health 

of the human race and increased the average length of life, nor to the marvels 

of engineering and the miracles of construction all over the globe. Inventions 

and discoveries come in such rapid succession in anr day that they no longer 

excite any unusual comment. We take it allin our stride - the flying age, the 

television age, the atomic age - and what next? The inter-plmetary age, perhaps. 

Certainly, man is achieving in our day in the scientific fields more in a decade 

tha~ in a hundred years heretofore. 
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In characterizing our age as great, I am th~ing in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done 

in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the life of the common man, 

for the raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his 

protection against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than 

in any generation - than in any five generations in the past. Never were peoples 

and governments so much concerned with the improvement of the lives of the 

forgotten men, who had lived in unrelieved and unspeakable poverty, ignorance 

and disease through the long and weary centuries. Never were more detennined 

efforts made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and 

a better way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth,who for centuries 

groaned under foreign or native tyranny, risen as they have risen in our day to 

demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure a hieved, freedom and self

determination. ~Tithin the last ten years one-t ~~ bf he earth's population -

more than five hundred million non-self-governi le - have obtained their 

political freedom. Imperialism and colonialism a a in their death-throes. 

Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a new day, and the. 

exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing to a closg. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things 

but to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a radical 

new reinteeration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution of man, 

a change not free, of course, from dangers, but one of boundless and immeasurable 

potentialities. 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that tho millenium 

is just around the corner. There is not a spot on the face of the globe today 

uh~re social wrongs and injustices do not exist, and where the masses of mankind 

are not, to a greater or lesser degree, still underprivileged and disadvantaged. 

rhere is no · country on earth which is altogether free from class confiict, from 
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bigotry, intolerance, slums and privation. It will take centuries, not decades 

or generations, before all the peoples of the world will pos.seas even that measure 

of well-being, far from the optimum, which some of the most favored peopJe s of the 

world already possess. • 

The important thing to consider, however, is not whether we are on the eve 

of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of 

the hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age purposefully trying to 

eradicate poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of all 

peoples, regardless of race or color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the 

legitimate aspirations of peoples to national freedom and independence? Is it 

trying to organize the world for peace and for international cooperation? I 

believe that in all these major trends, our age has given welcome evidence of 

great determination and of considerable pr ress. It is moving purposefully in 

the right direction - the abolition of war, t e red ctio of poverty, and the 

elimination of racial inequality. These are he ree major trends of our century. 

And because these are the major trends of our is great hope for man 

in this atomic age. What we need is a strong faith vlhich will serve us best in 

the great, critieal and challenging days which lie ahead, a faith t-hich w:U.l 

sust~in us in the long, hard struggle to establish this good society tow~rc9 

which we all wish to move. Such a faith, in my judgment, is built upon tPreP. 

post1.u.atc.s: the reality of purpose in the universe, the significance of the 

indi-rid·.1al, and the sanctity of method. Within such a faith man will find that 

measure of dignity, confidence and courage without which the struggle for social 

p~ogress cannot long be maintained and the promise of human life must be 

abandoned to defeat. 

Somewhere Professor Einstein writes: "What is the meaning of human lifP. or 

of orga~ic life altogether? To answer this question at all implies a religicn~ 

Is t~ere any sense, then, you ask, in putting it? I answer, the man who regards 

hif' own life and that of his fellow creatures as mem ingless is not merely 
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unfortunate, but almost disqualified for life.• 

As man develops in awareness of himself, of his society and of the material 

world about him, and gains in sensitiveness and comprehension, he acquires also 

glimpses into the unfoldment of purpose in the universe. He comes to sense what 

the Prophet Isaiah sensed when he declared: "He is a God Who created the world 

not for chaos, and formed it to be inhabited." The order of nature is purposive! -
Like all human insights into fundamentals, this conviction of purpose and meaning 

is not clear beyond any peradventure of doubt. It is seen as through a glass 

darkly, but it is sufficiently persuasive and responsive to basic human needs to 

be enheartening and strengthening. 

Addressing the Harvard Law School Association of New York back in 1913, 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes gave e,cpression to just such a strong,mystic, 

albeit indeterminate conviction: "I thi~ it is not improbable that man, like 

the grub that prepares a chamber for the winged thing it never has been but is to 

be - that man may have cosmic destinies that h~ does ot understand. And so 

beyond the vision of battling races and an impo d earth, I catch a dreaming 

glimpse of peace." And he voiced his faith "in a • erse not measured by our 

fears," but one "that has thought and more than thought inside of it." 

All mechanical interpretations of the universe break down in the pre~~nce of 

11 t his thought and more than thought", and the phenomena of order, lite, m; 1.d .. 

and t~ te evolution of man and the mounting quality of his ideals and values. Even 

deac matter itself defies such a cramped interpretation. Science seems to have 

aband:,ned i:1 our day all purely mechanistic explanations of the universe. A 

confident faith in a controlling and beneficent purpose, unfolding in the universe, 

c.f \Jhicb we and our struggles and our aspirations are an integral part is, in my 

judgment, an essential ingredient of that faith which will serve us best in the 

long s t.ruggle for the building of the good society md the atta. nment of nan's 

hot;,es. It is the conviction of purPose liklich alone can bridge for man the gulf 

between his isolated and homeless self and the apparently alien and indifferent 
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world about him. Man will reel at hol1W3 in the cosmos only if he believes that it 

is his Father's house. "Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place. • •" With out 

this faith, he will fall victim to one or another form of moral nihilism as his 

mind comes to the edge of the wilderness. Atheism has never built any great 

civilization. It can only lead to pessimism and breakdown. 

Belief in the worth of the individual and or human personality is another 

essential element of that faith which will serve us best. 

In one of his recently published "Unpopular Ess~s", Bertrand Russell writes: 

"The importance of Man, which is the one indispensable dogma of the theologians, 

receives no support from a scientific view of the future of the solar system." 

To which one is prompted to reply, so much the worse for the so-called scientific 

view, which doubtless will go through many revisions and corrections in the 

future, as it has in the past. Time and again science has been tardy in arriving 

at conclusions whieh the intuitive religious g_eniu of mankind postulated long 

before. 

But Bertrand Russell is entirely correct states that "the importance 

of Man is the one indispensable dogma of the theo-logians." It is also the one 

indispensable dogma of democracy; and it is at the heart of the terrible crisis 

which is tearing our world apart today. 

To the great religions of the Western world, man has immense significance 

in the scheme of things. Man is very important to God in the unfoldment of His 

purposes - each man, every man, rich or poor, wise or simple, black or white, 

saint or sinner. Sin is voluntary abandonment of status, degradation, descent 

into unworthiness and paltriness and the beast life from which he emerged. Man 

must live and act alw~s as if his life were trenendously significant and 

ascendant. 

Religion demands much of man in terms of duty and sacrifice, but it gives 

much to him in tenns of high and independent status, dignity and inalienable 

rights. "Every man has the right to say," declared an ancient teacher of Israel, 
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"'for my sake was the whole world created,'" and another teacher declared that 

"man is a co-worker of God in creation." 

Religion has endeavored to give man a sense of greatness in a universe in 

which he is very small. The world of the ancients was, of course, far smaller 

in scale than our world of expanding immensities - "one hundred thousand million 

galaxies in space and each galaxy containing on an averaee of one hundred thousand 

million stars," wherein man's racial history is less than a moment in geologic 

time. Yet, even in relation to their vastly smaller universe, man appeared 

pitifully puny, lost and unimportant. "When I look at Thy heavens," declared 

the Psalmist, "the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast 

established - What is man that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that 

Thou dost care for him?" 

But no moral aspiration is possible and can be looked for in man as long as 

he regards himself as insignificant end of Il.ittle accoun1 • No moral aspiration 

ever springs from the soil of belittlement an disesteemt Hence, the Psalmist 

climaxes his hymn with an apostrophe to man's un e stinction and to his 

inherent sovereignty and the assurance of his worth in the world which God 

created for him. "Yet hast Thou made him little less than God, and hast crowned 

him with glory and honor. Thou hast given him dominion over the works of Thy 

hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet." Man's nobility derives from 

kinship with God, and it is high and noble estate which imposes upon him the 

obligations of ceaseless aspiring. "Be ye holy for I, the Lord your God, am 

holyin "Think not meanly of yourself," declared the famous philosopher Maimonides, 

"and despair not of perfection." 

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. The tribe was 

monolithic. Its solidarity was paramount. The individual "8S absorbed. His 

actions were rigidly regulated by the tribal code and taboos. There was little 

room in this compact world of mass structure and corporate action for the 

individualist, the rebel, the non-conformist. 
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Life moved on. The despotism of the organized group was slowly attenuated. 

The individual began to discover his ~n private life. \·Tithin himself he had 

come upon a world distinct in many ways from the world about him. As against 

his heritage of mass tradition, he bec8Jl\e aware of perscnal sources of judgment 

and sanction. 

But man's hard-won victories against the usurping corporate authority are 

not permanently secure. We witnessed in our life-time the most massive and 

ruthless onslaught of 11Gleichschaltung", o£ nvermassung" and of totalitarianism 

ever experienced by man within historic times. Fascism and Nazism scored 

terrifying victories before they were broken on the battle~:Leld, but their 

ideologies are not dead, And Communist dictatorship is today established in a 

fourth of the globe. 

Men are being handled in many parts of the world and in many departments of 

life impersonally in the mass, Increasingly th are becoming stati sties in the 

hands of a predatory collectivism. They ar 
~ ~~--bout like herds of cattle. 

They are coordinated and subjugated to the stat 
til the last vestige of their 

I 

freedom and their rights vanishes. Because the x-eligious basis of our society has 

been denied, and materialistic theories of life and history have taken hold of 

the thoughts and actions of many men and governments, the stature of the 

individual, and with it, his rights and inherent dignity have suffered tragic 

abatement and diminution in our day. Every precinct of his life is invaded 

and violated. Having denied man the image of God, he is being given the mask 

of the robot• 

The faith thet ,·,ill serve us best, as free oen in this great age, is 

f aith in the worth and significance of the individual, hi s inviolate personality, 

and his inalienable ri ghts. .ithout such faith .-,hich 11as r1ri tten as a dogma 

int o the heart of our Jeclaration of Independence and our Constitution -
11 

ie 

hold the ~e truths to be self-evident, that all en are created equal and that 
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they are endOVTed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights" - man's 

stature will be progressively reduced, the free domains of his mind and spirit 

ill speedily come under iron-clad controls, accelerated by the organizational 

efficiency of our technological age, and man's dignity will be dragged into 

the dust. ·~iith such a faith, ne will be strong enough to accept all necessary 

social and economic controls and still remain a free society. It will help us 

to set our course by a dependable compass. 

There are two forces at v,ork in the world today which tend to undermine 

the individual and destroy his intellectual int€grity. One is the force of 

organized propaganda vrhose objective is to stampede men to think uncritically and 

emotionally in the 11ay some special interest v1ants them to think. It is the force 

Vlhich, through slogans and catch-vrords and cliches and cleverly coined half

truths, drives men or panics them into attitudes and actions which these men 

r-1ould not take if they were given accurate ~"'----""-....,.,_,,,-=i formation uponwtri.ch to 

base their judgnents and their attitudes. i n our day has been 

developed into a dangerous pseudo-science, and t o gh the readily available 

mass media channels of comLunication, can undo overnight, as it were, the 

slow, patient, and fc1.i thful vrork of education in our schools and colleges. 

our greatest danger today is not illiteracy. The overv1helming majority of our 

people knows hov, to read and write. The great menace of our day is propaganda, 

whose aim is to confound and to confuse by misinformation our literate population. 

The second force in our midst which is thre~tening the spiritual intellectual 

status of the individual is the attacks which are made from time to time in the 

name of democracy and Americanism upon the basic rights and institutions of 

American democracy. In times of great stress and tension, demagoguery in one 

form or another raises its head and by shrieking aloud 11 The Philistines are 

upon thee," aims to stampede our people into acts of violent intolerance, 

terrorizing our legislators and our educators, and branding every dissident 
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and every man of independent judgment as unpatriotic and suspect. This is a 

degradation of the hign status of the American citizen and part of the Fasci~tic 

technique to destroy free government in the free society. 

The third element in the faith whicn will serve us best in faith in the 

sanctity of method - the method of human progress. 

Spiritual religion defined a method by ~hich men might attain morally 

desirable ends, a method worthy of such ends. It outla·:,ed the notion that 

moral ends justify i:nmoral means. Each single step on the VIay toward the 

realization of a worthy objective .mist, as far as is humanly possible, be a 

northy objective in itself. Means have a vrn.y of inserting and of integrating 

themselves into ends, and of determining their ultimate pattern. Therefore, 

to establish justice or freedom or peace, men must employ the ,,ays of justice, 

freedom and peace. ! ...., 

The more exalted human goals are, the le inood there is of their 

early or complete attnirunent. Accordingly, v:hen r hl;..e ss, brutal and desperate 

measures are employed, they not only make he attainment of these goals im

possible; they also turn man 1s long journey towards them into one of unmitigated 

misery and horror. 

The classic way of religion has never been fully tried in the norld . 

Today in an evolving atomic age v,herein man I s po.,er nill be vastly augmented, 

including th~ power of self-destruction, it is being ignored more thoroughly 

than at any time in human history. State and class autocracies have proceeded 

on the theory that there is no la1 superior to theirs, and that their brutal 

methods are justified by their results. 

The shame of our age is that men are committing the most shameless acts 

of immorality in the name of high morality. i'Iethods v,hich are abhorred and 

denounce1 in one•s opponents are rationalized 2nd justified as moral imperatives 

\·1hen employed by oneself. Men talk of justice and brotherhood, of a classless 
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society and universal peace, but they act as if these ideals were demons out 

of hell , lashing them on to the 11ost horrible acts of injustice, hatred and 

violence. 

It is clearly the part of sound method in our advancing atomic age to 

look for the formula which ·.fill adjust the differences betvreen the East and the 

Vlest and to discover a 11 modus vivendi" for the two great sections of humanity 

Tihich are now so dangerously riven and separated by seemingly irreconcilable 

ideologies. 

It is clear that the rivalry beb1een these ideolo~ies cannot be decided 

on the battlefield. Both groups are in ·i.1ossession of the globe-destroying 

povrer of the A-bomb and the H-bomb. Neither will be intimicated by the pre

ponderance of arms on the part of the other. It is inconceivable that the 

statesmen of the vrorld will be so mad as to try t •• • n a decision through atomic 

warfare. The alternative con.£ronting mank·nd t 

existence. This bein~ the case, it is cle rly h 

c -existence or non-

a~t of patriotism, of 

enlightened self-interest, and of altruism to seek ways of living together on 

this one earth in spite of the opposing and irreconcilable ideologies. 

In the field of reli6ious controversy it ~-,as once thought that the differences 

were irreconcilable and that different religious persuasions could not live on 

the same earth, not to speak of the same country or city. Durin;; the seventeenth 

century Europe was drenched in blood by reli fJous v,ars . The stakes then 1-vere 

even higher than the stakes today, for it was not only this world that v1as 

involved, but the next ~.orld. And yet after frightful bloodshed and the ruin 

of tovms and provinces, it v1as found necessary at long last to work out ways 

of toleration and co-existence, leaving the ideologies to take care of themselves 

in the hands of the faithful . No religion abandoned its position, its belief 

in being the sole repository of religious truth;~f its missionary activity, but 

~omehow Y.1ays were fol1nd for them to live together. Today in many parts of 
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Europe and America they have learned not only to live together but to uork 

together in amity and friendship for the great ;11oral objectives which are 

common to them all. 
's 

There wiJ~ oe no other solution for the ?Olitical and economic differences 

·which are now tearing our world apart ,to be iesoJYEti. The dread alternative is 

universal destruction. 

For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise this 

mood and thought pattern of o"J.r ege, and to recharge our 1:'!orld culture with 

a new devotion to the sanctity of the only true method of hw:ian progress. 

Wnat I have said concerning the kind of fe.ith which will serve us best in 

this great age of vast unfolding promise illay be re-stated in more familiar 

terms. But I believe that they all add up to the same thing. The faith that 

ill serve us best is the belief that there is a Qo in elling in all nature, 

and yet transcending it, near to man in all his 

comprehension; that man is fashioned out of the 

yet beyond man's 

bu is nevertheless made 

in the spiritual image of God; that bound as he i by his physical and mental 

limitations, he is neve~theless boundless in his moral aspirations and is 

free to determine his oY.rn spiritual progress; that all men are equal in their 

essential humanity and that th€re is but one •:,oral la • ., for rich and poor, ruler 

and subject, native-born and stranger; that life is good and is a gracious 

gift of God; and that the moral evil which exists in the world can be overcane 

and in the overcoming of it lies the very meanint and adventure of human life; 

that progress is real even if not uninterrupted; that a golden age of universal 

justice, brotherhood and peace a-v,aits the human race and can be hastened by the 

efforts of the human race. 

With such a faith we can spread wide our adventuring sails and plow reso

lutely into the surge and thunder of our unpredictable odyssey, confident that 

our high hopes will, from time to time, find their blessed anchorage in some 

harbor of our hearts• desire. 
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Multitudes of highly educated people today are interested 
in World Affairs. Schools, churches and colleges all have 
lecture series for the discussion of World Problems. News
papers carry many regular syndicated columns daily by world 
famous analysts. Nearly every dinner table conversation turns 
to important current world events. 

Recognizing this interest the 
1955 Northwest Builders Show is 
bringing in for short addresses 
three of the most noted authori
ties in the world today. 

On the opening day, Saturday, 
March 12th at 9 :30 p.m. on Main 
Stage General Carlos P. Romulo 
of the Philippines will speak on 
the subject, "America's Stake in 
Asia." He is the Philippine Ambas
sador to the United States and to 
the United Nations. He is a former 
President of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. He is a Pu
litzer Prize-winning journalist and 
one of the most brilliant orators in 
the world today. He was the right 
hand man and aide-de-camp to 
General Douglas MacArthur dur
ing the dark days of Bataan. This 

is the chance of a lifetime to hear 
and see him. 

On the second day, Sunday, 
March 13th, at 9 :30 p.m., Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, 
Ohio, will speak on "Man's Hopes 
in the Atomic Age." Philosopher, 
author and student of human rela
tions there is no one living today 
better qualified to answer that 
question. 

On Tuesday evening, March 15, 
at 9 :30 p.m. Miss Dorothy Thomp
son will speak on the subject, "The 
Crisis of the West." John Gunther 
says of Dorothy Thompson that 
she is "The greatest living Ameri
can reporter, male or female." 
Winston Churchill once remarked 
that "her advocacy is worth a 
regiment of soldiers." 
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