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Rabbi Feuer has been a leader who early in life saw his task and his m.:..ssion 

clearly , and who , in quiet confidence , steadily moved to~1ar'1 his fixed objectives 

across the br oken and shifting terrain of some of the most turbulent years in his

tory . He has not been a doctrinaire . He has never lacked vision , nor has he 

been a cloistered intellectual . 1here was al ays a steadv , ~esolute quest to 

his ministry but never a restless insur ~ency . He knew his o 

open min . , never an i nconclusive mind . 

'.Ilind , ever an 

The:e has ar ays been a dignity to his ministry which ha~ been so notable, a 

high elevation and distinction of tone in word and manner - a quality which v:e fould 

all like to associate with the tenn , rabbi . henever Dr . Feuer speaks , he speaks 

eloquently and effectively , but ,·ith restraint and responsibility. Always he is 

the teacher - never the a 0 itator . He seeks not to incite men into admiratio~ , ut 

to persuade them into conviction . ~e does not att,. pt to impress the orld with 

skillfully manipul ated publicity . I rather think that he suspected right along 

that the most puffed up numeral of all nwnerals is the zero . 

He did not convert his synagogue into a noisy mart v,hicn off reo all ki s 

of wares to all kinds of people . He refused to put up a false facade of spurious 

activities to delude either himself or others . He knev the difference between a 

healthy , ruddy complexion an a feverish one . As far as it is hw anly possible , 

he endeavors to convey the message of the synagogue through ways of dignity and 

consecration , ad in the darkened 1orld of apocalyptic terror such as overtook man

ldnd in these recent desperate years , he sought to hold aloft for men the undirruned 

torch of truth arrl faith and kno le ge whic alone can sustain the hopes of man . 

Dr . Feuer is the student al ays , al,ays the seeker after kno ledge , always reverent 

of Jewish learnin5. He kno s that a peopl e perishes for want of la o led -e and that 
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it is the primary responsibility of the Raubi to magnify the Torah , to exalt it , 

and to spread its know le ge among men . 

From time to time there ta e place serious disc ssions , not only among laymen 

but also among habbis as to what is the real function of the Habbi in tne modern orld . 

ome place the emphasis upon preaching; others upon pastoral iork ; still others upon 

co:mmu1ity leadership; again , there are those who iould like to have the nabbi serve 

as tne tribune of his people to the non- Jevisn world . .. ore recently there have 

been those who wish the Rabbi to bec>me a psychiatrist mini tering to the sick and 

wounded souls among his parishioners . I suppose that there is considerable merit 

in each one of these contentions althou~h it is quite difficult to see how any one 

man can comprise them all in one career . ut it shoul be remembered that tradi

tionally among our people the primary function of the Rabbi was to be the "Talmid 

Chacham, 11 the s chol .r , , ho taught and interprete the la ·1 of aism to his peo le . 

By 1hatever names our spiritual leaders were kno in the last 25)0 years - whether 

as II Sopherim , 11 "Chae hmnim , 1111 Tannaim, 11 or II Amorai , " 11Ra b • m 1 - the terms al mys 

ignified in one ii ay or another the teacher, the schoolman . 

There are unfortunately so nany in our rabbinic profession iho , har - pressed 

as they are by the urgencies of life bout them and by the i .pact of the demands 

of he day , forget the timeless in the timely , and lose sig t of tnis preeminent 

duty and privile;e of the nabbi in Israel . It reminds one of the stu ents ~ho ere 

taken into a room by a teacher and asked to describe all that they saw . ot one of 

them mentioned the light in the room . Dr . Fe er never forgot the light oft e Torah 

in the life of his people . 

He is persuaded that there is a great future for the Je ish community in the 

United ._,tates , no more than 5,0 0 , 000 strong - t e greatest J t ·,·1ish comrr:.unity in 

history - if it will emain true to its great past . n in ivi ual who loses s 
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memory is no loneer normal . people w' ::.ch becomes co ... letely emancipated from 

its past culture b\;.:comes likewise abnor1 al . ..e require our l,Teat past to nurtu e 

a great future . r . •'euer feels that the survival of the Je·,:ish community i the 

United States depends upon its schools and upon tne quality of Je iis h e ucation ,: i ch 

, e shall give to the risin5 benera tion . He furthermore believes that the very meanin
0 

and igni ty o-!: e"" ist1 J.i ving in the Lni ted uta es depends upon our eing able to 

produce on these acious shores a Jewish culture on a scFle and quaJity commensurate 

with the size of our com:nuni ty. 7e can. "'ot banquet forever upon borrowing . 'l1 he 

most sigri.:icant revolution in human history was the transition from food- collt cting 

o food- producing . r:e mu .;; t begin tc produce our ovm spirituaJ am cultural food in 

this cou.tr~ . e canno s1 vive long upon philanthropy or exclusively upon public 

orship . Our fo1efathers taught us the strate fy of survival : 11 This book of the 

la-11 shall not depart out of thy mouth , ut thou shalt .edi tate therein day and 

night ... for then thou shalt make t y ways prospero s, an then thou shal h ve good 

success . " 

1Jr . .reuer has served not only hj_s pecole and his faith , but also his beloved 

countr ., , his state and his city vlith rare dist·nction . He loves America . He 

u derstands its traditior.. s and the uni ue qualities of its enius . He is ea ger for 

the great role of leadership v,h..:..cn America has been summoned by destiny to assume 

in the world . He preached and taught ~nd exemplified the hi ghest type of citizenship . 

Dr . .reuer has blended his Je Tish and his American loyalties perfectly and his 

exemplifi ed in his life the complete harmony and concordance of the t ·10 . He did not 

find it necessary to r econcile hi s Rmericanisra and his Judaism and oth of them 

with the historic effort to reconstitute the ·tate of I srael , for he at no time 

saw any contr a ictions etNeen them . Dr . ◄ 'euer devoted a whole year during the 

cri tical period when the question whether there is to be a vtate of Israel or not 
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vsas to be decided to the vastly i portant mrk of or anizin 0 the forces of 

American public opinion in behalf of the historic cause of I ~rael . He aske ar.d 

he received from your conc-reo-ation a year's leave of absence to carry on this 

most imoort nt mission , and he set up his headquarters in ,ashington . I shall 

never forget , nor ill anyone , ho ha a position o_ responsibil:ity in those 

critical times, the irnmense and val uable service .,hich r . euer rendered the cause 
V' '> 

of reborn Israe . 'he fri_:htened clamor raised by some Jewish excapists for inte-

gr2tion within the merican scene l eaves him cold and unmoved , for he ri ghtly sus

pects that tho~e who raise this cry are interested not in inte ation but in 

as simi la ti on • 

. y dear friend , what is past is prolo- e l 
<--------. 

active and vigorous career {ith so much yet to 

You stand in the ull tide of your 

e do and so much that you can 

still do . n the loom of the years you have ;ove the resplendent cloth of a 

noble career hose rolden thread are ideals an< service and learning, but the weaving 

fortunately is sti 1 to so on , according to the acious p~ttern 1hich you have 

set . Let the great shuttles fly1 The ye~rs ahead will be even lovelier , me7~r-t; ·,·. , 

set in t.he frame of increased appr ciation and the growing esteem of your fri~ JJs~~~ 

The b bis saia that scholars ., the ol er they eet , the more pr"'cio lS their wisdcrn , 

the .ore profound their insights , the e~ter their contri )Utions to mankin . 





to safeguard the tried &nd tested procedures of a ~ree de ocratic society . 

i e may differ as to their proper solution , and it is ·,ithin the J..mE.rican tradi

tion for our citizens to express their differences . In a free society a man 

must be prepared to do his ovm thinking . He nust not be afraid to express a 

contrary opinion if it is an honest and a responsible opinion and motiv~ted 

by love of co .. mtry . It is the moral duty of a free citizen to call attention 

vrhenever he feels that the policies pursued by the majority are ·wrong and to 

advocate ·what he regards to be the riJht and not to be deterred by cr~.ticism, 

abuse , or intimidation . Else by silence or indifference or calculated prudence 

the wrong i:Jill be con.firmed and the evil will be perpetuated . All tyrants an:l 

dictators , big or little, depend for their ultimate success upon the timidity , 

the submissiveness, or the penchant for conformity on the part of most people . 

It is the moral duty also of the free citizen to defend the intellectual 

freedom, the indepenue:ice of ju~.ga ent , and the right of e:xpression of other 

people . The forces of la,, s 1ould , of course , be invoked against those .-1ho by 

force would destr oy our democracy . But the law should be clear and specific; 

the term 11 Communism11 sho~ld be clearly defined and established in la·, , and 

the laudable traditions of American court procedures ·which safeguard the basic 

rights of every accused should be employed in the process . 

In fighting Communism we must make doubl y sure that v,e are fighting 

Comt.!Unist s , not othErs rthose views we do not happen to like . It is so easy to 

permit our prejudices and our dislike for the unlike to run av,ay vii th us . It 

is so easy to brand and to excommunicate a man ~ho does net happen at the moment 

to a8rce 1!i th a policy which is favored by the Government or by the majority 

o.r the people , but 1-:hose disagreemEnt may be grounded in a profound patriotic 

dev0tion and loyalty to our country. qe must ask ourselves what it is that we 

want to suppress and 7hy , e want to suppress it and ·1hether the suppression 

will ultimately serve the best interests of our free and democratic America . 
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it is the primary s onsibility oft e bi to ify th Torah, to x lt it, 

nd to spread it Oi le c ong men . 

om time to ti~ there ta e place seriou isc ssions , not only amen 1 n 

but also a o g bbi as to hat is the real f ction o th • b i in t odern orld . 

vO e place the emphasis u.on preachin; o hers u~on storal 1or. J still ot er upoo 

co wtl ty leadership; again , th re ar those h ould l ike to h ve t bbi serve 

as the tribune of s pe~ple to the non- Je·is orld . ore recently t r hav 

bee those ho ·sh the Rab 1 to b c me psyc atrist rnini Pterin tote sick ad 

ounded so 11 on hi r- . rishioners . I up ose t t th re is consi erable rit 

in each one of these contentions al tho gh it i • i te difficult t o see h • rry one 

an can c mprise them all in one career . tit shoul be re emb red that tradi-

tionally mong our ople the primary function of the abbi as to the "T lmid 

Chacham, " the scholar , ho taught and interpre d the of J aism to his peo le . 

By hatever es our spiritual le der., ere n ·nth laet 25 year - hether 

as" opherim," 'Chae m, m•Tannaim, " or" orai ,"" bo i" - the t rms al .. ays 

.: i ified in one a or a other the teacher , the schoolman . 

'l'her ar unfortun t .ly so a y in our rabb • nic prof ~sion ·1 o , hard-presse 

a~ they are by the urg nci s of life bot tnem d by the imp ct 0 1 th de ands 

of t he dey , for et the tim less in the timely, an lo si t of t.i pree inent 

duty and pr: vile ~e oft abbi in Ira 1. I re 1i s one of the stud nts iho ere 

taken into a ro~m by teacher and a 0 ked to d er be all t ·t t y sa . 1ot one of 

them m ntioned th li ht in he roo . 

in e lif of hi p ope . 

. eu r never for t the light of tne 'orah 

He is pers ded tha.t there is a eat fut e for t : e Je ish co .unity int 

nited ore th n 5, 00, 00 stron - t eate t J ~ ish c un · t y n 

·story - if it ill in tr t its et p t . A in ivi ual ho los his 



zt mory is o lo 

its s c lt 

a ea ft re . 

r no 

1..:C 

r . 

- J -

al . A 

lik 

eo e w ich b come" co let 1 

ise a nor inal . 

r f' l t t, the 

r equire our 

rviv: of t 

.ma cip.: t d fro 

eat ast to nurtu e 

i . the 

.. i ~ed t -- te de. .ds u o its ~chools , d upon h _u lity o Je i h uc t on • • ch 

·e s all ve to th . risin t e• rat en. further ore b ev:es that th ver eaning 

ald di ity of e, is liv:in 0 in th nited ~tates depends upon our bein abl to 

produce on th e cious ,hor es a Je ish cult r on a sc~l an uality co n ur ate 

with ,he size of our commun·ty. e c nr.ot ban net for v, r on borrowing. he 

most si ificant revolution in human • tory s th transiti n from food-coll ct ng 

to food- pro ucin . e .u t be ~n to pro ce our on piritual cult ral foo in 

this country. can o s vive lon pon phila thropy or exclusiv l y u on public 

orship . Our forefathers tu tit us th strate of urvi v, 1: 1This ook oft 

la s· all not depar-t ou of ·thy . outh, but thou lt edit.at t· erein d y and 

ight ••• or then thou halt m thy ays pros ro , a d t hen thou shalt h ve od 

success . " 

. ieue h s served not o ly hi~ p ~l nd his faith , b t 1 o his beloved 

co n r , s st t d is cit it ra nti ctio . ' le loves nerica . r e 

er .>tan s its tra ·tio s and t e i que qualities of its e i s . He is e er for 

the Teat role of L ... ade "'hip r: • ch 1 rica has en oned by de~ti.ny to a sume 

in the ·orl<l . !8 preacl d and tau 1ht an exampliiled the hi h t type of citizen hip . 

"'r . • euer has bl nded his J ish an his Americ 

exe plifi d in hi lif the co 1 te ony , n 

lo alties p rfectly and his 

ccncordc nce of the t.o . I did not 

find it necessar tor conci e his eric ni~n nd his Ju ais, and both oft 

ith the historic effort t o reconstitute t e te of rel , for h t no tim 

sa any coutr diction en them. r . euer devoted hole ye r during the 

cr itical riod hen th question hether ther i to be a tate o Israel or not 
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as to be ecid.d to the va~tly i ortRnt ork of or - nizin~ t e forces of 

A erican p blic opi ·on in ehalr of the ·storic cau..,e of I )rel . He ns ed nd 

he received fro your co r gation Y~ar's 

most i port nt ·ssion, an he et u his he 

e· ve f bsence to carry on ti~ 

uarters in •. shin ton . I s ll 

never for-get , no" ill a one ho ha a posit:i.on of re pon~ibil·ty in those 

critical t. es, the i nse aoo valuable service ·hich r . uer rendered the cause 

of r eborn Israel . 1h0 fri htene 1 cla or rai e by some J ,;ish e capi3ts for inte-

ation ithin the J rica1 scene le ves him col and oved, for e ri ghtly sus-

pects that those iho raise t • s cry are int .r t d not in inte •.r tion b 1t in 

sr:-imil tion . 

y ar frien , hat i st is rolo ~ e J ou t nd in the 11 ti e of . o 

active an vi ro car .r ith o ch yet o n o m ch that ou can 

still do . ~ th loom of l> year. you ve h re ple1 ent clo h of 

nobl career whose Vold n thren s ~r i d als 

fortunrt 1y is ti ) l to o on, according t the 

set . Let ·t e e[-lt s ttl s .flyJ T ye;1rs -hea 

vice and lear ing, but th 

cious pattern ¥hich you h ve 

11 eve. lovelier, m 11 

set in the f . c of 

he bis said t,ha t zc ·10 rs, the ol , r they 

the . ore p ofo md their : nsi hts, th gre ter 

th ro i e stee of our 

t, he or 

h ir contr.:. 

pr . i . st eir wis 

tions to ·nki d. 

eaving 
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