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ADIRESS 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE 74th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
of the 

NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION CJ-c,?, / I 17 r 
in 

BOSTON, MASS. 

by 

DR. ABBA ID:LLEL SILVER 

Cleveland,Ohio 

We do not speak much today of humanity. we speak a great deal about nations, 

classes, races, regional interests, regional defenses, of East and West. OUr 

international vocabulary is rich in terms which suggest competitive segments 

of humanity and their strategies of conflict. It is rather poor in terms suggest

ing mankind and the basic unity of the human family. But it is just this latter 

concept that our historic religions have stressed these many centuries. The 

humbling thought for all of our religions today is the sad realization that they 

have not fulfilled their promise and their mission in the world. This is said, 

not in disparagement of the seers and prophets who proclaimed the eternal truths 

of their religions - truths without which all that is achieved by others in the 

realms of the arts and the sciences soon turns into dust. The failure is not 

theirs but ours, for as often as not we pay homage only with our lips to the 

truths which they proclaimed. All too often we have permitted formalism and 

sectarian propaganda to quench their prophetic fires. At times we have even made 

of our several religious affiliations and loyalties occasions for bigotry and 

fanaticism. We have forgotten what they taught is that the one universal God 

does not require one universal church in which to be worshipped, but one universal 

devotion to His moral law. 
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rt has been my conviction that such ways can be found and that inspired states

manship can find the ways. If Communism were, like Fascisn and Nazisn, committed to 

basic htnnan inequality; to the creation of a society of self-designated supermen to 

preside over an hierarchy of subservient lower classes; if Communism were committed 

to the enthronement of one superior race over all other races and to the exploitation 

of all others or the extermination of those which it regarded as inferior or undesir

able; if it were wedded to the traditions of militarism and the idealization of war, 

as Fascis and Nazisn were, then no w~ could possibly be found lWl ich would enable 

the two systems of the East and the West to live together for long, side by side in 

the s~,ie world. 

But these are not the tenets of Communism. They are not found in their texts 

or in their official scriptures; they are not taught to their youth; nor propagated 

in their press or in their literature. They abhor these concepts and social aberra

tions quite as much as we do. 

Inasmuch as the basic ethical ideals touching the status and the destiny of man 

are more or less common to both systems, ways cm be found whicn 110uld make it pos

sible for them to live and to work out their destinies in the same world. The method 

of proletarian dictatorship is not our method. It is a method which must lead and 

has Jed to lamentable abuses and grave oppression, rut it is for the Soviet peoples 

to correct it. It is for us to have oonf'idence in our democratic method and to find 

for mankind a way out of its dangerous impasse. 

Destiny has singled out our own beloved country, the foremost democracy on earth, 

to give leadership to the world tod~ and to lead mankind out of the predicament in 

which it finds itself• This is the American century in t.he same sense as the nine

teenth century was the century of Great Britain. I believe that ,American leadership 

can prove itself equal to the challenge if it will take counsel of faith and not o! 
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fear, and will be guided by the prophetic insights and the wide perspectives of the 

founding fathers four Republic. We are not unequipped for the task of leadership. 

We are not wanting in strength, in experience, or in traditions. 

we have a strong and secure base. ours is a land of vast natural resources. It 

is not a starved and crowded land. we are not doomed to a low standard of living 

unless we squander our resources, permit our fertile lands to turn into deserts and 

barren wastes, an:i allow our life-nourishing soil to be washed into the seas. The 

deadliest foe of democracy is not Stalinism but poverty. There need be no poverty in 

our land. With intelligent management, we can produce abundance for al 1, l9i. thout ex

propriating the possessions of any. 

e are a young nation - young in spirit and in outlook. We do not belong to the 

past,-JW.&le~tH!t:t:-!l::-1!~-e!~t.w::a.L-t.:cw;1.si;LJ:.8io&-~....t~M~-a'.!M,- ~.flt►...-· • 'fhe past 

belongs to us. We are not handicapped by Old World animosities although f'rom time to 

time these do unfortunately creep into our national life, and bedevil it. We have 

no threatening neighbors on our frontiers. There is not a single nati.on in the Old 

World which has not reason to be suspicious of one or more of its immediate neighbors. 

Being young, we are not set in our ways, aid we are not afraid to experiment. 

We can still see things with the hopeful eyes of youth. Politically, we are not tired, 

spent or cynical, but resilient and hopeful. 

we have a fine capacity for self-criticism - sometimes to excess. We are at 

times too sensitive about what other people think of us. Fortunately, we are not 

given to self-glorification and national exhibitionism. We are ready to acknowledge 

our mistakes, to take the blame for them and not to blame others for them. Wa I•• 

hon tJo Pe?eree euPeel-vee lllhen need be. 

We are not tragmentized politically. We do not suffer from a host of small bel

ligerent political parties, intransigeant in their petty and unimportm t divergencies 

which have so often brought democratic government in the Old World into disrepute and 
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at times, actually destroyed them. By and large, we have retained a two-party system 

of government. People have s:>metimes expressed regret over the fact that there is so 

little difference between the two parties. That is our goo fortune. When their dif

ferences become vast and irreconcilable, we shall be con.fronted with real danger in

deed. The very fluidity in our political party lines is our salvation. rt means that 

progress can be made here without revolution. 

ours is a long established democracy, nearly 175 years eld. Our democratic in

stituti ons have passed through many crises including a Civil War, but they have su:r

vived. It is significant that no long established democracy in the world has suc

cumbed to totalitarianism. Nazism, Fascism and Conmunism took over countries where 

no long democratic traditions existed~ whose peoples were not, experienced in the dis

ciplines and responsibilities of' self-government. Here we have long accustomed our

selves to 0'.)Verning ourselves. The idea of being ruled by a Fuhrer, a. Duce, or a 

Commissar is repugnant to our very souls. We cb not worship authority. lfe accept 

it, but subject it to numerous checks and balances to safeguard the over-riding author

ity of the people. 

We have a long established tradition of basic and inalienable human rights, for 

which men are so desperately reaching out today. We believe that these rights are 

ours as a gift of God, as part of our endowment as htnnan beings. They are not given 

to us by the state, and they are not subject to the veto of the state. 

We believe in human equality, and even though we have not always~ived up to the 

full implications of this fundamental faith., we are resolved to approximate them as 

rapidly as we em. We know that men differ, but not in their essential huma'lity. We 

know that nations differ, but not in any organic sense. 

Such i heritage; such is our equipment for the ro]e of leadership to which 

destiny has swmnoned our co\Ultry 1n this great revolutionary age. I believe that 

they are adequate if wisely and courageously employed. 
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Address to be delivered by 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

before the ational neral Directors Association 

October 12, 19.5.5 

Among the ost ·nspiring symbols :n the speech ad t ou ht of nkind ar 

brid sand alls. I hav al ys been fasci ted by t 

say. 

• T ey have so m ch to 

,alls ve th ir definite value and purpos in our lives. Th y • ve us s el t r, 

security, and privacy. T ey carve for us out o unlimited space hich is too vast 

for us to dominate , a smaller ar a hich e na to o r ne d • ey enclo e 

us in a na eable orl hi h can master. ves us a sense of at-ho ness 

hich i ood for us. alls and fences o ·t n also erv a good urpose in d finin 

yon the pera venture of doubt hat is ours an hat is our neiehbors. 'h oet 

iobert Frost ut iti ' od fences make good nei hbors." To the buildin • of s ch 

alls for protect·on, privac, El'ld ownership, there can no objection. They ar 

·rt of then c ss r y routine of civilized life. 

But there ar other all hjch men erect h ch serv no such o purpos , but 

on the contrary, are harmful to the best int rests of society. 

Preju ce, intolerance, race n oup hatr ds are tra c alls hich men build 

around th ms lves. a e ba itn s d be ction of rw sch forbiddin w lls. 

enever there is unhappiness, discootent or unrest a ong men, racial nd reli ous 

b" ts swarm out of their dark holes, ep over the lan and sow the dra ·on seed 

of divi ion , cord nd hat. 
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anetimes even go and respectable people build all around themselves which 

are effective blocks to mutual understanding am good dll. They build alls of 

social exclusiveness. Th.y e g,te th mselves in so e illusory eminence an hug 

to their bosoms the elu ion that they are so how better than the common run of 

humanity. In the si ht of there re, of course, no Dr hmins and no untouchables -

only children of the dust who, in their brief careers on ear ch, ay find a measure 

of happiness by helpin one another in odness d sharin with one anot r in love. 

Our world is divided today b poll tical walls and iron curt ins. T!Ere a e 

t ose who would b ld these alls still higher, ho re~ent tho e ho su g t ays 

for razing these alls a levelin them off. In ever • there have been the 

all-b 'ldin doctrinaires , the exponents of th irreconcildble. 'ther I or you 

survive i o mi dle road - no etin ound - no c ro se J his, o.f course, is 

the fat f J ro to ar, s only er¥ t c n alls on th ruined fo nda-

tions of the ol. 

Th re are nations which put their trust an security in stron all , in i 

pre able not lines, in hinese alls. But they 11 crumble soon r or later. 

"The Lord d hath a day pon every lofty t er and upon every fortified wall." 

A nation must not put its sole tru in armament, even formidable s atomic 

bombs. Th very strength of a nation often brin 

over-confident, nd precipitate J it ains of'f it 

bout its d nfall. I becanes 

tren h in en less military 

adventureeJ it dome tic economy breaks , 

• eaken it d prepar it for ul",1.mat defe t. 

d unrest and revolution finally 

A nation should put its trust in the stren h of its oral ani int 11.ectual 

f, the justice and fair ss of its laws 1nd in titutions, th 11-being and 

contentment of its citizen~, th moral training of its youth, and the stability of 

its ho a. 

Our r li i!ions ur d n to be build rs of brid s r th r than of al 1 • fe 
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abounds intra c chasms hich separate men, in deep rivers and their mrift, dark 

currents. en sho ld learn to b ·1 bri es across them, and brides are more 

'"fficult to build than walls. hnrity, com ssion, sympathy, ma imity, eat-

indedness are such brid -es. uO is friendship; so is tolerance; so is brotherhood. 

"Love thy n i hbor as thyself" is perhaps the nobl st and most endurin of all 

bridges ever devised. i th malice towards none, wit h charity for all," is another 

brid ihich an im,,ortal Americ n b ilt acros~ a riv r of blood a civil ar. 

Every earnest effort at int rnat.ional und rstandine nd cooperation i a 

bridge lea inrr to the ingdom of God, to th good soci ty. he League of 11 tions 

as such a bride. It collapsed. ri gcs often collapse ·rd must be rebuilt. 

The Urd.ted rations is uch a bridge. It is in dang r of coll ps. emu t e 

to it t.h tit does not collapse. ar is nev r a bri • At best it i a ride of 

c-, • hs leadin t n fro doo to eath. 
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DELIVERED BEFORE THE WORLD BROTHERHOOD 

IN BRUSSfilS, BELGIUM 

July 14, 1955 

by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Cleveland, Ohio, U. s. A. 

We do not speak much today of humanity. We speak of the interests of nations, 

classes, races., regional interes~ and regional defenses of East arxl West. our 

international vocabulary is rich today in terms which suggest competitive segments 

of humanity and their strategies of conflict. It is rather poor in terms suggest

ing mankind and the basic unity of the human family. It is just this latter 

concept that our great religions have tried to stress these many centuries. The 

humbling thought for all religions today is the sad realization that they have not 

fulfilled their promise and their mission in the world. This is not to the discredit 

of the seers and prophets of these religions who proclaimed these eternal truths 

without which all that men achieve of the arts and the sciences soon turns into dust~ 

but to the fact that in the main, we have been paying homage only ,dth our lips to 

the truths which they proclaimed., and often ne have permitted formalism and 

ecclesiasticism to quench their fire and have even made of specific religious 

affiliations occasions for bigotry and fanaticism, forgetting that the one uni

versal God does not require one universal church in which to be worshipped, but 

one universal devotion. 

It is good to have a great organization like the "World Brotherhood" to alert 1--' 

us and to bring us back to the fundamental purpose of our great spiritual heritage, 

which is to create brotherhood in the world., and through human brotherhood under 
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God, to build the good society for all men. This can be done. Our religions gave 

us the hope and confidence that it can be done. In spite of the great confusion 

of our days, I have great confidence in the future, provided men of faith do not 

abdicate. 

I believe that the age in v,hich we live is a great age and that we are moving 

towards an even greater age. We are too near our times properly to appraise them. 

One requires distance in order to see great objects in their proper perspective. 

We ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil and the conflicts of our ~ to 

see objectively the amazing new patterns of life which are emerging. 

Historic events, great in amplitude and consequence, are coming to pass in 
V 

0u;:• day. I am not thinking at the moment of the new worlds which science is con

tinually disclosing, the new insights into the nature of matter and energy, the new 

sources of power and wealth, the new methods of production, distribution, trans

portation and canmunication. I am not referring to the amazing progress in the medi

cal sciences mich has so marked]¥ improved the health of the human race and in-

creased the average length of life. 

In characterizing our age as great, I am thinking in terms of social progress 

and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is being done 

in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the common man, for the 

raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, and for his protection 

against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and old age, than in any genera

tion, than any five generations in the past. Never were more determined efforts 

made to bring about a fairer sharing of the wealth that is produced and a better 

way of life for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth risen as they have 

risen in our day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, 
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freedom and self-determination. Within the last eight years one-fourth of the 

earth•s population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people -

have obtained their political self-determination. Imperialism and colonialism 

are in their death-throes. Backward peoples are pressing forward into the light of 

a new day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rep idly drawing 

to a close. 

What we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see things, 

but also to see into the heart of things, is not social disintegration, but a 

radical new reintegration of humanity, a profound change in the social evolution 

0f man, a change not free, of course, from dangers - for there is no progress 

1.jthout danger - but one of boundless and immeasurable potentialities. 

I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that our age 

is approaching idyllic perfection, or that the milleniwn is just around the corner. 

The important thing to consider is not whether we are on the eve of the 

millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the direction of the 

hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age trying to eradicate poverty ~ 

and illiteracy and to raise the standard of living of i:;,aople, regardless of race or 

color or creed? Is it trying to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of peoples 

to national freedom and independence? Is it trying to organize the world for 

peace and for international cooperation? I believe that in all these major 

trends, our age has given welcome evidence of great determination and considerable 

progress. It is moving purposefully in the right direction - the abolition of 

war, the reduction of poverty, ar:rl the elimination of racial inequality. These 

are the three major trends of our century. 

In our day this forward thrust of man has encountered the stubborn resistance 

of materialism, of Nazism, of Fascism, and as regards method, of Conmunist dicta

torship. These have violently resisted the spiritual aspirations which constitute 
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mankind•s wave of the future. They put shackles on man, even when they promised 

him larger freedoms. They divided and stratified men, even when they prated about 

a classless society. They fomented war even when they preached peace. But the 

onmoving tides of man•s spirit, fathoms deep and irresistible, have now swept 

over the shattered ruins of some of these sinister aberrations and dark conspira

cies of the rebels against light - though they have not as yet entirely obliterated 

them. And the tides are now swirling around the bastions of the remaining dictator

ships of the earth. They will surely succumb. They cannot. in the long run., win 

in the contest for man 1s heart and man•s loyalties. ~an has struggled through 

t he long, weary centuries to free himself from the bondage of nature. He will not 

voluntarily and for long submit to the bondage of man. Neither dictatorship nor ra

cialism nor statism nor militarism can or will command the future of the human race. 

They represent the sunk wreckage of the past which the storms of our day have 

dredged up again from the bottom of their buried depths and have set them afloat 

again dangerously upon the ship lanes of the world. 

JilY dear friends: I can best illustrate the objectives of 11World Brotherhood" 

by using the symbols of bridges and walls. I have always been fascinated by bridges 

and walls. They have much to say. They are among the most inspiring symbols in 

the speech of mankind. 

Walls have their definite value and purpose in human life. They give us 

shelter, security., and privacy. They carve for us out of unlimited space which 

is too vast for us to dominate, a smaller area which we can subdue to our needs, 

and they enclose us in a manageable world which we can master. This gives us a 

sense of at-homeness and confidence which are good for us. "{al ls and fences often 

also serve a good purpose in defining beyond the peradventure of doubt what is 

ours and what is our neighbors. The poet Robert Frost put it: 11 Good fences make 
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good neighbors. 11 To the building of such walls for protection, privacy and 

ownership, there can be no objection. They are part of the necessary routine of 

civilized life. 

But there are other walls which men erect which serve no such good purpose, 

but on the contrary, are harmful to the best interests of society. 

Prejudice, intolerance, race and group hatreds are tragic walls which men 

build around themselves, and our age has unfortunately witnessed the erection of 

many such forbidding walls. V!henever there is unhappiness, discontent or unrest 

among men, racial and religious bigots swarm out of their dark holes, sweep over 

the land and sow the dragon seed of suspicion and hate. 

Sometimes even good and respectable citizens build walls around themselves 

which are effective blocks to mutual understanding and good will. They build walls 

of social exclusiveness and snobbery. They segregate themselves in some illusory 

eminence and hug to their bosoms the delusion that they are somehow better than 

the common run of humanity. In the sight of God there are no blue bloods and no 

first families, no Brahmins and no untouchables - only children of the dust who, 

in their brief careers on earth, may find a measure of happiness in life by help

ing one another in goodness and love. 

Our world is divided today by political walls and iron curtains. There are 

those who v1ould build these wal ls still higher, Vlho resent those who suggest ways 

for razing these walls and leveling them off. In every age there have been the 

wall-building doctrinaires, the exponents of the irreconcilable. Either I or 

you surviveJ No middle road - no meeting ground - no compromiseJ This, of course, 

is the fateful road to war, and wars only serve to erect new walls on the ruined 

foundations of the old. 

There are nations which put their trust and security in strong walls, in 



-6-

impregnable ?viaginot lines, in Chinese walls. But they all crumble sooner or later. 

"The Lord God hath a day upon every lofty tower and upon every fortified wall," 

A nation must not put its sole trust in armament, even as formidable as atomic 

bombs. The very strength of a nation often brings about its downfall. It becomes 

over-confident, over-bearing, precipitate; it drains its strength in numerous 

military adventures; its domestic economy breaks down and unrest and revolution 

finally weaken it and prepare it for ultimate defeat on the battlefield, 

A nation should put its trust in the strength of its moral and intellectual. 

life, the justice and fairness of its laws and institutions, the well-being and 

contentment of its citizens, the moral training of its youth, and the stability 

of its homes. 

Our religions urged men to be builders of bridges rather than of v.'alls. 11.+:e 

a.bounds in numerous tragic chasms and gulfs which separate men, in deep rivers and 

their s,1!ift, dark currents. Len must learn to build bridges across them and they 

are more difficult to build than walls. Charity, compassion, sympathy, magnam.inity, 

great mindedness are such bridges. So is friendship; so is tolerance; so is brother

hood. "Love thy neighbor as thyself" is perhaps the noblest and most enduring 

of all bridges ever devised. 11With malice towards none, with charity for all," 

is another bridge which an immortal American built across a river of blood and a 

civil war. 

Every earnest effort at international understanding and cooperation is a bridge 

leading to the Kingdom of God, to the good society. The League of Nations was such 

a bridge. It collapsed. Bridges often collapse and must be rebuilt, The United 

Nations is such a bridge. It is in danger of collapse. We must see to it that it 

does not collapse. War is never a bridge. At best it is a Bridge of Sighs leading 

men from doom to death. 

The whole magnificent ethical message of our great historic faiths may be 

summed up in the symbol of walls and bridges 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 

Pre-Con ention e ion - B, llroom - Hotel tatler - 6:00 P.M. 

Dr. Robert . H.1ben ·rein will give .111 illu ·rr<1ced rnlk , "Thi i • your Hericage.'· He 
will how lide of . ome o f the illu ·rrarion • which will be found in "The History of 

Am~rican Funeral Directing," of which he i a co-author. 

o r of che dinner will be s~ .00 1 er place, wacuicies included. Tickets can be obrnined by \Vricing 
ro the FDA otlice. I 15 ~ esc di. creer, 1ilwauhe 1, i ·con in. However, your reque r musr 

reach rhe 1ilw.1ukee oflice by Ocrobcr ::; in orJc:r for you t > h.1ve chem in rime for rhe convenrion. 

MOND A Y , OCTOBER 10 

Pre- onvention ' sion - Ballro m - Hotel tatler - 9:30 A.M. 

Open forum di cu ·ion on progr<1m .ind polit.ie ,lfkcring funer.d direccors ar che national level. 
Gue ·r peaker · - Dr. illiam M. Lamer and George D Grace 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 

e ion - Ballroom - Hotel catler - 9:30 A.M. 

Memori.d er\'1Ce to be rnnducced under rh Jirc.crion of Right Reverenc.l Arthur V. Lyons. 
Presidenc A. B. Eckersell' · Me sage - "Pa ing in Review" 

Gue t peaktr - Herbert A. Philbrick 

WEDNESDAY , OCTOBER 12 

e sion - Ballroom - Hotel ratler - 9:30 A.M. 

Incroduet·ion of P.1 r Pr · idencs of FDA. Ek:ccion of Officer . 
Address ot [xecurive ecrecary How.1rd •. Raether, "Count Your Ble ing " 

THURSDAY , OCTOBER 13 

e sion - Ballroom - Hotel tad r - 9:30 A.M. 

ommirtee Reports. 
Gue c peaker - Dr. Abba Hillel ii er 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 



Dr. R. W . Habenstein Dr. William M . Lamers George De Grace Herbert A. Philbric k Dr . Abba Hillel Silve r 

pea er 
DR. ROBERT W. HABENSTEIN 

Dr. Robcrr \1. I L1hcm1c111 i, .1 n,lll\l ot ( ILHl.trhl. ()h10. lk \\,I\ :.:r.1du.ttl'd trom B11\\l111L, (,1lell I.Ill l 11I 

t:r'>ltY .rnd r<:Lc1vcd hi\ Ph.D. from dw l/111\1:1,11} ol ( htt,tt.:o. l'rim.1ril} .1 rl·,1:.irc. h ,ouolog"c. hl h.1, londullt.· I 

,rudics ol Otlllp,uions, ,oli,tl mo,t:mu11\ .ind tommunll} orl!,11111.1111,11. For ., numhl'r ol yc:,1r, hl· 11.1, hccn 11111:re,tl'd 

in the v,1nou-, ,1,pcu-, ol futH:r.11 ,er" Ill: .ind ht: ,, rott: h" dl\,erl 1111111 tor "" Dmwr.ue (111 du, ,uh1l'll. I I<: " 1\"1,1.1111 

Profe\\or ol , ouologr .11 rhc L'nl\<:r'>ll\ ol ,\11\\oun Dr I J.1h(:11,1c.-111 i, proh.1hl} thl ,,orl,I\ loru11m1 .1udrnr1I\ nn dw 

hi.torr of funcr..11 enI1..e H,, ,uhieu ,,ill h1. 'Thi\" Your l h.m,tl!c ... 

DR. WILLIAM M. LAMERS 

Author o three publ,-,hcd nm1:b, one publ1,hed hio.~r.q II\. ,e,uHtu1 puhli,hcd pl.t}' ..1 1ced1 1c. r. m.u,y 1111~ 

..12111<: .untie'> and considcr.1hle ,er,c. Ediwr of .. Tt·,1d1ing J>rogn:", /\"1><.1,11e Fdiror ol \\'l\u>ll\111 Poctq 1.1:.:.111111.·." 

Trustee, M ih,aukec Publt1. L1brar}. Prt,1d1.:nr Bo.1rd ot Tru tee, \I d~ .1uhc l'uhl,t 1\f u,1:um. l'rt,1dcn1 l 1h,.wkl·e 

1un1upal Arr (omm1,,1on. lormc:rh D1r1:11or ot d11,ol ol ()l'l'lh M.1rqul'lll' t ·nl\tf\11} .111d prL·,e111h A,.,,,1,1111 

Upt..nr.t\.iat.l\.,nt \Jf ~~L: \\'-luk1..1.. Pub!i\. ~, .. L,",!... L,r L.,:1,'-:, hu, ,j, ! .. :.1 hr·! .. ,;- ~: r~~:r.J"'-!'" ,! t.~:~ .in ! ':•.!:-: .. ! !t:~"~:,~ 1 

diretror mec11ng\. Ile ,tl,o '''" ,t lc:.Hured ,pe.1kcr ,H rh<: 1 D l(J')I ( k,d.tnd < onH·n1I011 . Dr. LtmL·r, "ill 'Jll',1k 011 

ha1 I Lc.uncd hour You. 

GEORGE De GRACE 

Graduate of rhe f.1rquertc l ' n1v1:r,1t) , d1ool ol _1.,urn.d,,111 . I mmc:rl} h<:ld fol Im, I11g po\111011'. Puhlit Rt 

l,trion-. D1rel1or of rhc Gre.1tcr i\ l d\\.tuku: (omm,rrcc tor (0111mun1q Dc:\eloprncnr, L\ec.utl\l' :,.,euctar) i\l.1rquc:11L· 

niver-,1t}' Alumn i A,,ou.111011, Publ1t RL·l.uiom .rnd Ad,c:rll\lnl! D1reuor ol R.1d10 :,.,1,tt1011 \1 ' I. , l .111,1ger of IL1d10 

r.i t ion FOX .ind no\\ h<:,tll-, (,t:on:c De(, Ltc.e ,ind A \\Oll,ltl\ Puhlit Rel.tr 1011, ,ind A1hL·rtt\l 11~ 1 r De.( 11·a1 t· 

al o l1..1s '> I oken ro ..1 number ol lunc:r,tl 1l1r<:dor .~ roup, . I l e "ill ,re,1k on , dl1nl! Your-.l'll • 

H~RBERT A. PHILBRICK 

I r . Philhric.k " c.urrc.nrlr Olll' ol Am1:ri1,1\ oul\r,111di111.: I cr,on tl111e, 1 l l' " ,1 u111cn, " u,111muni,1" .ind tountcr 

spy. About him ' ! I I E I A iAZI 1L ,..111.l hl' 1 mtpom·d Im m,n lilt. l1hcrr .111d pur,uir ot IJJppinc". ro i.:cr ro rht 

borrom of rhe gre,lt c.ommunl'>r c.ompIraq 111 rhe U., .. Ir Ph•lhritk\ dramatil ,1ory on ho" ht: led three 11vt, h,,., 

'>t..lrtlcd tht: n..11100 from u,,1,t ro c.0,1,r. flr-.r •" .1 hc,c ,Lifer h<x,k, follm, I11.i.: h,-, rc,11111011 • of 1hc in,c,11g..1rion ol rl1c. 

"lommun1\t eleven." ,ts .1 \\Icne-,., for rhe l , . (,O\·l'rnmenr bdorL· Judi.:L· l\lt:d111,1. O\\, I L<:d ·1 hrl't: L 1,e-," " It: Hurcd 

\\ Ct:k!y ovt:r 150 ·r V -,r.1t1on-, from u1.1,c co lO t\l .ind h 1, one ol d~c: ,noq cremendou, .1ud1cntl'\ of ,111y l V ,ho" in rh:: 

A mer ican hom:. Auordinc ro rt:tcnt nc:,,., ,corie, .1 llolly\\1x,J ,1ud10" pl.inntni.: ,1 movie.· on I r. Philbntk\ exploih 

ro be the s.ime 11clc: ,,., the ,ub1eu ol h1 FD A t.ilk I Led Three: L ive, .. 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

D r. ilvcr tor more rh ,111 ch1ny-hve year, l1.1, ht:cn chc p1rnu.tl lc,1dcr of rhc Temple 111 Clc\et111d, the l.1rgc'>I 

liberal Je\,i h (()ll~re,garion in the l'nircd tJre,. H e " 1cu>.t.:nI ✓c:d .1, one ol the tou1Hry\ out t.indrn~ -,pcaker-. and 

JclivcreJ ,\ pr.iycr Jurin~ rhc l nau.1rnr..1l crcmon1e-, of Pre 1d<:nt D" 1du D. b,enho\\U on J.1nu.tr}' 20, 1 <>5 i H e 

\\a rec.cnrlr honored 111 Lll·E ~ I ,AZI E a'> one ol the l\\dvc: k..1d1n.t.: pre,tthu 111 thc . I n addition 10 hi, 

preach ing and . oci..11 \\ Ork D r. dver h." wnrct:n .1 nu•11ber of \\1ddy allepced b,x,k,, rwo of \\h1d1 .ire " Rel1i.:1011 in 

,1 h .111g111c ~ orld .. Jnd .. 1\1011 .ind 1c.rory ." John Gt•mhcr 111 hi, book. " In I le U .. A" J c:ak, o f D r. ii cr a, 

" rhe firs t ti t izen o f le eland ... D r. ~ti t:r "ill ,pe,1k .ibour " B ridge, .ind ,tll,." 

OCTOBER 10-11-12-13, 19SS 



The Tuckers 

• a, en eatu 
Harvard Stadium 

FOOTBALL GAME, , ,1t1trd,t). Oc1oba H. :! P.M.-H,1rvarJ niver icy vs. Cornell niversiry ,u Har arJ niver iry radium, C1mbriJge, Ma . Ti kec can be ordered from the FDA office in Milwaukee, prior to Ocr >ber 1, Price 5.00. This ·um will in Jude excellent . ear at the game and bu rran -porrarion m .ind from the t,1di um. The bus will leave from lhe Columbus A venue entrance of rhe Hotel rarler at 1 : 00 P.M. 

TOUR OF LEX ING TON AND CONCORD , 1111d,1y. Ooober Y. I .'30 P.1\I.-There ,,ill be a rhre -hour rour of hi roric old Lexington and Concord which will leave from the Columbu A enue enrran e of rhe Hotel rnder. rops will be made ar the Glas Flower exhibit ar the Aga siz Mu eum and Old orrh Bridg , ·on ord. This tour, which ordinarily co t ... 4.00, will be made avai lable ro FDA member at a co ·c of ... 1.50 per p(:r on. Ticker · can be obtained by writing the FDA office in Milwaukee before Ocrober 7>. 

LADIES ' ENTERTAINMENT , T1un dt1J. October JI, !:!.: O P.t\l. her,1011 Plt1zt1 Hotel-Afrer a delectable luncheon, during which there will be a rrin} en emble furni hing the mu ic, the ladie will be entertained by "The Tucker .. who are .in amazing comedy mentali t ream. They will pre enr telepathy ... at irs be r ,ind funnie r! Ticker will be ·old for 1.00 each and hould be purcha ed at rhe time of reg, rranon. 

BANQUET , Th11ndt1J. October 13, 7:30 P.t\1. Bttllroom, l-lotel , !t1tler-A11 excellent dinner \ irh roa t prime rib of beef a the entree will b(: erved. Formal dress will be optional, except for those at the peaker Table. The 1955-56 FDA officer will be in railed, following which an our randing floor how will be pre enred. lu ·ic for dinner and rhe floor show will be furni hed by Ruby ewman· Or he tra. Ti ket at 6.00 per per on may be purcha ed ar the Mechanic Building tarting at noon on Ocrober I 0. All place re erved. 

Earl Wrightson Joe Rankin The Rogers Peggy Al xander 



I 

ec1 e 

There: will be: rwo pre-u>menrion 'iC:'>. ions. The: lir.,r will 

begin with dinner ,lt 6 :00 P. 1. in the Ballroom of rhe Hord 

ratler, un lay. crobc:r 9. All func:ral d1rc:uor., .111d rhcir 

wi\'c: and other gue cs an: 1nviLc:d co arrc:nd. The f<.::1Lurc: of 

chi · mc:c:ring will be an illu tr.He: I calk by L r. Rob<.:n W . 

Habc:nsLein, who is lo-author of 'The Hisror of Ameri an 

Funeral Dirc:cring." 

n Monday, uobc:r I 0, rhere ,viii be: ,tnmh<:r prc:-u>n c:n-

rion e ion which will fearurc: ralk • by l r. illi,tm f. Lamer'>, 

co-author of che hi tor}' book and Gc:orgc: Dc:Cralc: ,t publi 

rc:l.trion counsellor. Following chc: morning mc:c:ring rhc: fir r 

copies of the: "Histor}' of Amc:rican func:ral Direuin{' will 

be pl.icc:d on ·ale: in the: foyc:r outside: chc: B.dlroom at chc: 

Hocel carlc:r. The: boob old .u chi., rime will be: ,wcographed 

by th author . 

The: Annual Pre idents and ecrc:raries meeting , ill he hc:ld 

in P.1rlor "A" of the: Hoed racier, ccober 12 .1r 2: 00 P.M. 

FOA Pre: idem A. B. Ecker ell, Pa c Pre idenr H. Fremont 

Alderson and George De race: will peak on variou pha e of 

funeral direccor ,111d a · ociacion public relation . ln addition 

rhere will be che u ual que rion • and an \J er period in v hi h 

rare ,t • ·ociarion official are in ired ro parri ipace. 

PRE - CONVENTION SESSIONS 

Sunday, October 9 

Monday, October l 0 

PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES 

CONFERENCE 

Wednesday, October 12 



Exhi ·t Fe e 
Historic Cople y Square in Boston 

DISPLAY AT MECHANICS BUILDING 

The enrire Mechanics Building including Mechanics Hall. Grand Hall and the 
Balcony will be used ro hou e rhe di play of I 00 exhibicors of funeral merchandi e, 
supplies and ervices. The next page of rhi flyer i a floor plan of the c:xhibir bowing 
the pace a signed to each f the exhibitor . 

HISTORICAL DISPLAY 

A hiswrical display of funeral merchandise in keeping \-•:irh the rheme of the 195 5 
Convention, "Our Hi tory i our Heritage" will be in Me hanic Hall and rhe balcony 
above. Many item of inrere c co funeral direcrors , ill be h wn. ''The History of Ameri
can Funeral Directing" will be on ale ar the FDA booth which will be er up in conne -
tion wirh rhis exhibit. 

V I S I T T H E E X H I 8 I TS 

A highlight of e ery FDA convention is rhe display of funeral mer handi e, 
upplies and service . The firm, who make thi pos ible will be happy to di cu s rheir 

merchandi e and ser ices with intere, red funeral directors, a · well ;\S ro how them their 
produces. pend as much time as you can at the exhibit. 

Free bu service will be provided co you from the Hore! racier co rhe MLchanic'> 
Building each afternoon. The fir r bu will leave the olumbu Avenue entrance of the 
Hotel ratler for the exhibits following rhe adjournmenr of each morning meeting. The 
la t bus will leave from Mechanics Building for the Hore! rader ar 6:00 P.M. on Mon 
day, Tue day and Wedne day and ar 4: 15 P.M. on Thur day. 

REGISTER EARLY 

You ~ ill be able t0 register at rhe Hotel ratkr from 9 :00 A.M. to I :30 P.M. on 
unday, October 10. Thi will permit you to regi ter before leaving for rhe Lexington 

and Concord Tour. 
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'S!M ' aa11n0Mf!W 

1 lll> •0 N l!WJ 0 d 

0 IVd 
3!:>\f lSOd ·s ·n 

31 \fH )110'i! 

. • proclamation 
. this year of our •• 

KNOW YE, thatd1~ine Hundred and 
Lord, One Thoufa1_1 of Bofton in t~e 

•· ... Fifty-Five, the C1iy Maffachufetts is 
Commonwealth o ·t of the 74th An

~-" defignated as _th: !~ ~he National Fu-
nua\ Co!'vent:~~ Affociation. 
nera\ D1rec 

\led to diligently 
You are hereby ~a good and 

duties as a . 
dHcharge your f NFDA by attending 
true member o 
this meeting• 

AB Eckedell 
• • prefident 

./ 

w110~ 

NOUYAIJSil 
1J10H 

NISNO:)SIA\ '33 >1nVA\1 1W 

.l33~.lS S713A\ .lS3 A\ ~£1 

Attend the 74th Annual Convention 

B ' 5 
1 To introduce 'The Hi tor of American 

Funeral Directing.' 

2 To get the late t accurate information 
on matter of intere t to funeral direc
tor. 

3 To vi it the di play of funeral mer
chandi e and upplie . 

4 To enjoy the entertainment features. 

5 To tour hi toric Old Bo ton and the 
urrounding area. 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS - All hotel reservations will 
be made individually with the Housing Bureau. An 
application blank is enclosed. When requiring a 
reservation be sure to list three hotels in the order 
of your choice. Mail your reservation request now. 




