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From: Ruth Davis 
Zionist Organization of America 
Lord Baltimore Hotel 
Baltimore, Md. 
Lexington 9-8400 

RABBI SILVER, TOP U.S. ZIO§!,ST _, ASKS AlLIES FOR MILITl.RY ALLIANCE 

SAtS ·rRI-PARTITE AGI<EEMEm' OF 1950 FAILED _______ , _______ _ 
WARNS WEST ARK5 TO ARABS WILL NOT BUY AJ,LEGIA!:CE BUT 

WILL END 1N D JSASTEh 

1. 

BALTIMORE, MD., DEC. 6.-- Pointing to the failure of the Tri-partite Agreement 

of 1950 to insure peace on Israel-Arab borders, and labeling Great Britain's 

mediation offers in the Near East "the desire to insure for itself a corridor 

through the Negev to Jordan and the Middle East," Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

foremost spokesman for Zionism in the Uni 

Western nations to give Israel the assur c 

tonight called upon the 

Speaking to a capacity crowd attending 8 i)nore's 12th Annual Donor 

Dinner of the Zionist Organization of America, held in the ballroom of the 

Lord Baltimore Hotel, Dr. Silver declared: 

"Allied diplomacy has at no time since the establishment of the State of 

Israel, seven years ago, been of the kind as to persuade the Arab States that 

nothing is to be gained by them in prolonging the boycotts, the blockade and 

the cold war against Israel. The extensive economic and political aid which 

has been given to one or another of the Arab States hy our Gover~~ent and by 

other nations of the free world was never made conditional upon Arab agreement 

to peace negotiations with Israel and for a package settlement of outstanding 

issues." 

Over 800 Zionists attended this dinner to raise funds for the local and 

national program of the ZOA, one major project of which finances scholarships 

for needy students at the Kfar Silver Agricultural Training Institute in Negev, 

Israel. Thisschool, named in honor of Rabbi Silver, teaches modern techniques 

of scientific faming. 

Chairman Leonard Rosen, who presided over the meeting, urged Dr. Silver 

to give the Baltimore ZOA the benefit of his "authoritative analysis of the 

Middle Eaat durina the teue and daqeroua days which are now acing the State 
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of Israel." 

2 . 

Dr. Silver enumerated as basic facts which must be faced in discussing the 

Near East situation, some nine points, the first three of which dealt with the 

Arab States. The first charged them with acquiring anns not to defend themselves 

against Russia but to prepare a war against Israel. It also asserted ''Those 

who are hoping to hold the allegiance of the Arab States to the West by provid­

ing them with arms, are helping to build up a threatening military front, not 

against Russia, but against Israel." 

The second fact cited stated, ''The Arab States know that Israel is not 

threatening them .... The third stated, "The Arab States will not willingly 

recognize the existence of the State of Israel. Their leaders have time and 

again publicly announced their intention to wipe Israel off the map." 

Rabbi Silver, who represented the Zionist movement before the Assembly of 

the United Nations, reviewed past events, explaining that the State of Israel 

had been "compelled to arm itself becaus immediately upon its establishment it 

was attacked by the annies of neighborin.~ --~----S,___tes in a war which they 

declared against Israel in ~efiance of tli~ In this war, they 

were defeated, but they have not abandoned their intention to launch another war 

at the first opportunity to accomplish what they failed to accomplish in their 

first onslaught. This is their clearly avowed intention. Until these states 

have made peace with Israel and have abandoned their intention of exterminating 

it, or until such time as the Western nations have given Israel the assurance of 

mil • 11 h S b • 1 k • a 1..tary a _;.anr:e, t e young tate must, as est n.s 1.t can, !) to its own 

defenscs e" 

He further declared that "Israel desires no anJs race ... Israel has no 

expansionist ambitions; it covets nothing which its Arab neighbors possess." 

But, "Israel will not purchase peace at the price of reducing its small 

territory of 81000 square miles in order to augment the 1,100,000 square miles 

of the territories of its Arab neighbors. The Arab States require no additional 

territory for their well-being, but the development, irrigation and cultivation 

of what they have .... 

"Great Britain's offer of mediation on the basis of territorial concessions 

by Israel is motivated, not by the economic needs of the Arab States or by any 

moral consideration, but by the desire of Great Britain to insure for itself a 

corridor through the Negev to Jordan and the Middle East. El)'l)t's desire for 
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the Negev, to which it has absolutely no claim, is motivated by its wish to have 

a conmon land frontier with other Arab States, to deny Israel an outlet to the 

Red Sea, and to gain prestige for Egypt in the Arab world." 

Deploring the failure of the Tri-partite Agreement of 1950 to fulfill its 

objectives -- to insure tranquility on Israel-Arab borders, pending a permanent 

peace settlement, and to avert an arms race -- Dr. Silver charged, "An arms 

race is on! And the allied nations, no less than the Soviet bloc, has encouraged 

this annament race." 

The ninth and final point submitted by Rabbi Silver as basic to any analysis 

of the Middle East question was: 

"Israel wants no war -- and no preventive war. It has not employed its 

armed forces, which according to the testimony of the Arabs have been superior 

to theirs, in launching any war against any of them. The Arab States can have 

peace with Israel any time they want it. They need not spend, and they should 

not be encouraged to spend, their. linute Tcesoq es, which ought to be devoted 

to the problems of wide-spread poverty, i ignorance among their 

peoples. 

"The short-sighted policy of iurchasing their loyalty to the democratic 

world by supplying them with arms has clearly bankrupt. Any attempt to compete 

with Russia in grants and sale of arms in that part of the world will also end 

in disaster. It will simply make the Arab leaders more intransigent, more 

ruthless and demanding. They will continue to play off the East against the 

West to the utter confusion of both." 

# 
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