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In mv boole, "'here J 1daism l1ifferPd", I endeavor to def in Jurlaism's ,, 

traditi 0nal attitude towards s·n and redem tion. 

I tated tat Judai~m is not cnnstructed aro nd any drama of redemption. 

Th '"'re is no term in the H hrew lan~ua ~e for "salvation" in a sacramental1 

redemptive sense. The n i hle kno -1s of no such c oncept as "redemption fr m 

sin''. 

The central rn ssa ~e of the Gospel deals with sin, grace, [or >iveness 

and justification. 'T' e central message of Ju<laism deals with doin~ justly, 

loving mercy and walkin~ in probity with ~od. Judaism's primary concern was 

to~ach men not w sin came into the world, but ow to avoid sin and h \ r-
to repent of sin once having succumbed to it. All men are c a pable of sinning 

b caui;e all men are endowed with free will. udaism has muc to say on the 
¾ , . -t.--2 ... 

subject of sin but litble on non-moral cone pt 1'f nri~inal Sin ½ic i ---1-/\ 
of myt,ological origin. 

Ju .aism did not c ~ricature li f e into someth i n~ fall n and ra~ic, 

in or 1er to ~ake room for some miraculous redempti n. ~ re1ected the 

do~ma which h n s heen re-for""ulated v theological existentialists 

that n 1 hel less t s ~" e hi'Tlse f, that l-ii effort at ')cial and et ical 

1~ ro ement w· 1 1 n t hr"ng the ~ingdo f ~od any nearer, and t n t the ver• 

th0u~ht of man cooperatin~ in the estahl • c;h ~ent of the good societ is pre­

su ptuous an 2' bit an0ther e•idence of an• besetting sin of pride. 

udais"TI never confronted man with the fact of~otal and irrevocable depravity. 

If man sinned, he may repent and be forgiven. 

The initiative, howev r, must come from man, not from God. ~ad's love 

wi 11 m et man more than half wa.7 , or to use the superb imagery of Judah alevi, 
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"'hen I go forth to seek T½ee, I find Thee seekin0' me". The Psalmist1 

too finds t at "t;od is nea r unto all who call upon Jim, who call U?On 

I 
l-im in truth'• ut t--e call must;\come f r om man, " 0 eturn to Me and I 

will ret 1rn to ou" s1ys the Lord of Posts." 

That is why Teshubah -- repentance, not redempti~n -- holds 

prominent place in Jet.J~sh religious th u-sht. In f"'r ek philosophy, 

C a 

repentance is ot held up as a virtue. In udaism it is among the hi hest 

of ,irtues . o ot~er reli~i us literature is so eloquent on the subject 

of the nobi 1 i ty and efficacy nf repentance. "In th place wl ere the 

repentant sinner stands, even the righteous who has never sinned c;1 ,rnot 
I 

stand." 1'he r current t eme in 01r devoti.nnal literature is sin and 

repentance, crime and punis ment . 

"epentance is not something mvst r, i us. 

, n in th nd idual, as i .£ -ne sacramental act he 

I 
•

1 born anew" , put f') ff is old n:it1 r anrl on a new na ure . 

Thew,, r1f re entance is fully defi din Ju ai5m. 1'her must e acts of 

restittJtinn and reparation vherever possi e. There must be sincere 

C•Jnfe sion, not to man
1 
but to neself and to od. There must be a firm 

resolve not to sin a~ain. 

There is evil in the life of man and in society but they can be 

overco . e by moral effort and exertion to a degr e where man's lif on 

earth may yield him n large measure of happiness and satisfaction . 

Durin~ the Awesome a,s, we are summoned to repent, to confront 

ourselves and our od. "Prepare to me 0 t t y Sod, n Israel •" t.Je are 

<lmonished to jud~e ou lif and our act· ns int e clear, searchin~ 

li~ht of r lentless •• •h 

, 
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, e are asked to do tris not t at we mi t be humbled r abased . 

discoura~e or dispara ~e c;in is b , ical ly the voluntary abandonment 

of status, self-de redati0n, descent to f 11'lan. Ju aic:;m 

challen~e hi<?h, human 

o 1rselves and, from tim 

n, rse 1 es self - apnraisernent , or we shall never ""' 'tlll~~~ thorou h-~o·ng 
/-

drance s irituall . 'Je never really come to 'now o 1rseives unti 1 we 

h;ive thrust aside the he·wv curtains of self-dereption, self-exculpation 

and self -approbation, with\ hich we so often enfold our lives. 

It is not easy to jud~e ourselves honestly . Too may t h ings stand 

in the va • In the fir t place , the e r t' ep ~rooves of the past . 

'.'hat we have been do; 1g, customarily, sees riot and proper in our e 1 es. 

T1en there is self -esteem, the desire f man think well of himself . 

•
1e do not like to disapprove of ourselves . To ac1·n t\' ed~e thnt w h ve 

been wronP. seems like indicting urselves . ~n is ver near to himself, 

and is his own best a~vocate . ~ is inclirled to act , where 

he himsel~ is involved, not as p""'osecutor or ·udge, ut llS coun el for the 

defense. It is Pasier to jud~e o erst an ourselves. u- t 1t is precise y 

whnt ou reli~ion asks us not to do. 

e are as~ed not to "ud~e t~er n at all or c nrern , u selves 

with their o ini ns 

oft social group of w~ich we are a part. In a ery d rect and ersonal 

way, we are su ned to thine of 011rselves i.n relati ··m to ourselves, to 

our own i"TI1110rtal sous, to our mission in life and to ur destiny on earth . 
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ne of the difficulties in re wa• of self-e:xa 'nnti n is tat ev r 

man 1 ives on c;e 1eral 1 els and in a of seoara e co ~artmen s. ~e 

are not alwavs the sa~e on all lr els and ·n all co- artmen s. en we 

tA1' e stock of ourselves , it is usually t0 our mo favored and 

creditRble l we direct our attenti ri.. where we are at 011r 

'e look in upon ourselves only where we are "TIOc;t presentable and 

lea5t v erable, where we know ourselves to be least open to..&~~criticis • 

Other areas of ur 1 iv s \'e choose to by-pass. ut it is th se v ry dark 

and un-air d compartments of our lives which need to be unlocked, if tl ey 

are to be made clean an<l fresh . We a 11 h~1 ve blind spots 

for thin~s w ich we do not wish to see. We are thu~ rti 

0nlY by a determined act of spiritual introspection can we correct 

i~perfect vision o that w~ere t ere was darkn ss t~ere may be li~ht. 

IV 
Our reli~i~n wan to e whol arnim i n~le-hearted . 

It wants us to eon an<l the S"ltre on all levels of existence, in a 1 l our 

manifold relatlnns ip with our fel ow-men and wit ourselves . nur 

reli~ion clai s nothing less than the whnle domain of our eing. It wi1l 

not bes ,t;sfied with a part of us. 
f' 

here are some peo~le w1 ~ rev r• lovin~ and devoted to their 

fa~ilies and on th~t level of e istence the are truly exemnlary. ut t e 

sa~e people 1na be ruthless in their business life, conscienceless tovards 

com etitors, hard and th u~htless towards employees and co-workers, in­

different to the needs of others, and altogether un-interested in the 

progress oft eir community, or int e Jnrger li fe of their country or 



humnnit. Converse!,, there are those who are, or at least a n ar to e, 

para,nns of social ~indedness, affable, courteous and cooperati 1e in th 

world outside, but within the private precints of their own h ·:"es the_• 

s ow neither love nor t ou~htfulness nor any understanding of what it 

takes to build a h 1)me and maintain it in dignity and beaut_, . The very sa ne 

man may ea totally different p rson in dirferent situa i )ns. Such a 

man is unpredict~ble, contradictor and, therefore, undepe~dable. He 

is a ha~- full 6 f pieces which hc1re n t been put tooeth r in any so l id 
pattern . 

It is true, of course, that every human bein~ is an intricate 

network and v rv rm.1ch in,olved . Com-,lete unity anci clean sim licity 

in one's own life, and unfailin~ consi tenc in nnduct, are difficult to 
achi ve. That wnu , d e pe-fecti • n, an nrfe tin helonPs only to ~orl . 
~,r re li~ton ex cts of us nnt to he erfe t, ut to e 

"~an ls wise onl _•" , declar d t e fa ous poet, Ihn r.ahirol , 'while in c;earch 

of wisd m; when he i aolnes that he has attained it - - h is a fool" . 

he l f .Qi.;u:.....p,1te1:n~~~Lil-t~.-t , Tine i u u f us , the 

Roman goJernor of Judea w o cru hed the Rar Yoch a revoluti J n, once 
asked 

• a bi Akiba , w o waste piritual father of th4 revolutio; 

"If •our God is so great, why did He not create man as perfect as He 

wanted him to be?" Akiba repli d:"For the v rv rea ans that man's supreme 

pport1nity in life and the ver/ reason fr his existence, is to perfect 

himself" . If · ·e strive for wholen ss and integrity , for hat we might 

call organic moral unity, we are sure to win a large asure of 

implicity, coordinnti n and h~rmony . Our l i ves will then come to have a 

clear ttern, a firm t xture and a stand rd quality . 
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In unifying our lives, in tr~•ing to a chi eve identijy on all levels 

of existence, we must guard ourselves a,ainst the facile assumpti on th t 

if we arc a gr at success in one or anther department of life, ever thing 

else does not matt er. Rut ever •t' i g else does matter ~r .... a tl ! Success 

in ne field does not cover up or atone fr moral f ailure in otrer fie1ds. 

i man c;i ot say: "I am aver· s ccessful merchant or industriali t, r 

a ~re~t scientist or inventor, or a world-renowned artist, actor or 

snortsman, and t eref re I cAn afford t o be ·ndiffe ~ent to th . moral 

st ,, ndar..-1s and di.scir, ines anrl t e ethicAl demands of societv. r rel i i rm 

r eco~ni.zes no such soecial oleadin~ and no ..i..1-GYi' exe~rted classes, , ople. 

On the c ntrary, the nre s 1ccess f u 1 and outs and in~ individual is, th 

ore is de~an<led of hi ~ , for he has bee end wed with ~rea ter po er, and 

power is a res,onsibilit A a rivileoe. 

to pri e i t s e f upon its material 

pros oerity J. its outstanding success in production, trade and agr !culture 

its teem in wealth and there are citizens who assume 

that th t is a 1 th~t matters . Slums 
•. t,\ 

n matter, juvenile delinquency, a 

d a rnountin° divorce rate, f loose morals 
{,_, l. - ~ 

d i n t o lerance ~ educational 
~ J 

standards which are not ear d to the new a • . Fut ~AR)•..-do urgently matter 

t If un- checked or un- co·rected, they may topple the whole 

edifice of succe s upon which thee citizens rely,.aiii.-=1"'81~. 
I • 

l,, ~ 
C;>nfidence bas 

n success rests on sifting sands . Wh Pn based on ch ~racter, it 

s li rock. 

s a nAti •n we eve ma blind spots . 

as ease . e co rsene s, violence and hrutality 

) 
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whirh are daily served tip to u pE>ople, O11n~ and old , as 

the ex ohsec;sion-- of nur "'1Qdern 

me, ke of oks best-c;ellers, 

new ssi ,n rif an d anc • n~ ci CO,..r\ ion 

and de dence . 
In spiritual m·: tters Qae "Titl~t "lOt reason fro m trial s re th and 

ower, but fr( m an humble c 1rnliJWledg ent of inadequacy . " .• e ~a •e sinned! 

e h~ve trans re sed! e have done oerversely! " Pe must do better! .. 
is true also of/n~ti ns . To outstrip and outdistance one another 

important, u to es spirit 

to seek 1avs of cooperati on, which will fit not min • or ut us, 

all peo le and all manl·in -- th;:it ic; t 

That is w " t not o. confess i m, contriti on and r pentan,~e is 

s oft n hard in h ora_re s f is se ~0n. To make a new beg1nnin, on 

must be ver' hu 1bl e . In the 1 no ru"l, it is t e v rv hum le who inherit 

the eart. 



THREE OUTSTANDING EVENTS 

AT 

THE TEANECK FORUM 
FOR 1956-57 

Under the foint Auspices of the 

BETH SHOLOM CONGREGATION 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 

TEMPLE EMETH 

in TEANECK, N. J. 

BEi G PRESENTED A SECO D YEAR AS A 
VJT AL COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES AT THE 
JEJJ'/ISH COMMUNITY CENTER ON THREE 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, NOVEMBER 28 IN 
1956 AND ON JANUARY 16 AND FEBRUARY 
13 IN 1957 * * * 



OVEMBER 2 , 1956 

MR. VI TOR RIE EL 

"Behind Tod,q' H ad lines' 

Once or t ice in a gern:ration a riter fire. the publi • imagination by hi 

c. uragc in a big tory at the big moment. Victor Rie el i u h a writer. 

He ha cc,ered the: far-flung labor c.at for many year, expo in 

rac.k<.tecrs y nam111g name . HI nem1e endor ed the e:ffe ti, ene of 

hi . po. c.- la t April b ' flingin acid in hi c.yc and blinding him for 

life. 

fr. Ric c.l i a regular radio and T performer on the nation ' mo t 

wid ·ly scrn nc m n's program and he ha lectured b fore thou ands 

f am! iencc throughout th ountry. 



fEBJ ARY l \ 1957 

DR. BBA HILLEL IL VFR 

r'Hou• Jud,,ism l 1/f rd'' 

nc of the greate t Je\vi ·h leader and rator of our time will honor 

our town and the Teanc.:ck Forum. Dr. ,her ha. l c:en p1ritual leader of 

The Temple m le, eland for nc rly fort year , n<l regarded a the 

foremo t p kc: men for Z,oni m in the nited 

the mmement fore the A embly of the United 

talc He rcpr<:sc:ntc:d 

at ion. and wa • ,unon.~ 

tho e re pon ible for th e t Ii hment of the tate of I rael. 

Dr. 1lver ill di cu urrent Je affair as well a the distillltl\ en<:.,., 

of Judai m through the cc:nturie - and the tr<:mtnd us wntribut ,on it h.ls 

made to the religiou and c:thic.al th ught f the world . 



'l 

THE 
TEANECK January 16, 1957 

FORUM 

Presents the 

WESTCHESTER 
in I/J1 

f j,11m11J 
~ of 

/ lwP P111-atl P/tttas 

/ChELffl~ 
~ ~/ ·1sAACd LEVI, 

( in G11rfisA) 




