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11 ITH WR EYES TO', ARD THE FlJrURE 11 

An address 
On the occasion of the 

44th General Assembly of the 
Union of Ameriaan Hebrew Congregations 

Royal York Hotel Toronto, Canada 
May 1, 1957 

DR . ABB HILI}i SII 'R 

e may face the future with confidence because our people in America,are 

overwhelmingly loyal. They are not conscious assimilationists. They are not 

deliberately running away from their faith and people as was the case with 

certain Jewries in the ld ·orld, especiall y in the century before the ,orld 

¼ars. Our peo le have demonstrated a steady at t achment and a xost commendable 

solidarity with their fellow Jews in other lands during the supreme misery of 

the recent decades of collapse and disaster -- the blackest of our many nights. 

Their solicitude and generosity have been a source of reasurrance to us and 

of amazement to the world. Our people have also built their communal institu­

tions ith a lavish hand. They have been remarkably responsi~ to the needs 

of ~heir community life. And if the erection of many beautiful temples, 

synagogues and schools in our country is an indication of loyalty to the faith 

of our fathers then we may be fully justified in our confidence for the future. 

e have good material to build with. 

e may also look confidently towards the future because American Jewish 

life is evolving in an environment which is more than friendly to religion 

and net, unfriendly to religious minorities. Religion is not proscribed n 

these sher es, the religionist is not disadvantaged
1
and Judaism is not under 

attack. The world in which we live gives every encouragement to religion and 
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Judaism is free to develop and t.o express itself . Government and people alike 

have profound reverence for the spiritual forces in civilization, an attitude 

which is part of the essentia~ pattern of their history. Judaism can thrive 

in such an environment . 

Progressive Judaism ""IAY also look ho efully toward the future, because 

religious liberalism has always been a powerful factor in the spiritual l ife 

of America and has had a long and honored tradition . It is still a vital 

and vigorous force among important if not dominant secti ons of our populat i on . 

Progressive r eligion does not have to fight for its position defensively on 

the nerican scene . Nor does progressive Judaism. 

But ~t as there are factors which give us ground for confidence in 

our future there are factors which~give us oun for concern . The impressive 

facade of American Jewish life may be some hat isleading . The Temples and 

Synagogues are there but the worshipers are not, at least not i n numbers 

comparable with the physical amplitude of the edifices or commensurate with 

the obligation of r eligious affiliation . It is not possible to serve our 

faith with token commitments . It was an ancient prophet of Israel who cautioned 

his people not to put their trust in the deceptive words: 11 This • s the Temple 

of the Lord , the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord . " 
e bui ld Temples 

and they are spacious and beautiful and modern and ultra-modern, but are~ 

build" g men and women whose Jorshipful feet will throng their courts ( • 

eagerly and exultingly. 

e should build beautiful Temples and Synagogues . It is fitting that 

we should worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and amidst the holiness 

of beauty . 
y should we dwell in houses of cedar and the ark of the Lord in 

a tent? But the beautiful st~uctures which we erect will not cf themselves 

d) 
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insure the survival of our faith. They may even beguile us into dangerous 

self-delusions. It is we who are the Temple of our faith, ~~ 

It is we who are its girders and walls, its arches and domes, itssymbols 

and ornaments. It is our loyalty which is the replenishing oil of its 

Ner Tamid. The holy ark will forever remain empty and desolate if the 

hearts of devout worshippers will not abide therei~. 

Long a-o 6 , Sage and Psalmist warned our peopme against the tree of many 

branches whose roots were few. They taught us to look below the surface and 

regard the roots. In their seaeoned wisdom they lmew that the winds o~ the 

world do often sweep down in iiolent fury, upon men and institutions and 

pluck them up and overthrow them tf their roo a few. They also taught 

us that w must take root downward, if we are o bear fruit upward. (Webtew 

~)) .1,( , ::,lfif 7:;)clf_r 

Ho~ deep are aur roots: Have we enough reserve of s iritual energy to 

withstand a prolonged crisis? Are we fast depleting the inventory which past 

ages have accumulated? Have we taken stock of our powers of resistance, not 

to affliction -- we have learned hew to react to affliction -- b t t h 

weakening influences of well-being and prosperity? Is it in the 

second or third generation that the process of drift and dissolution sets 

in , and why? , at is our strength that we should hope? 

ihat were the strong and firm roots which enabled our faith and eople 

..,o outride the many cyclonic storms of the past? ot e ery Jewish com.'Iiuni ty 

was so successful/but 1here it was, it was due to the fact that it had sunk 
;Q. 

deepn roots in Jewish learn·ng and study, and what as lear ed wa trans,iitt 
/\ 
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The in'uncti n hich our forefathers observed throughou the ages was: "and 

thou shalt te~ch them diligently unto thy chilrlren, and thou shalt speak of 

them v1hen thou sit test in they house, '!,,/hen thou walkest by the way, when 

thou liest down, when thou risest up. 11 It wAs the ;unflagging OI00 kiooa: 

cultivation of heart and mind in the rich unfolding of the Torah, to them 

a 

survival for our people . 

These were the roots of our people's life -- not alone the Je 'sh 

schoclar but the educa.ted Jewish layman,/ the man for whom th~ible and 

t.-1f1 later Jewish ·ritings and the Hebrew language, which is the very key to 

the casket of our literary treasures, were not a sealed book. Professor 

Schechter recorded what is undoubtedly a cold hi toric fact when he declared 

that Hellenistic Judaism was the only one kno to history which dared to 

make the experiment of dispensing with the Sacred Language . The result 

was death . It withered away and terminated in total and wholesale apostasy 

from Judaism. 

Is it well with us on the score of Jewish learning? . re our Sunday 

schools producgilg a generation of truly educated Jewish men and women closely 

familiar 
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with the chronicles of our glorious years and the noble testament 

of their peoples' WCIJID courage and sacrifices? Are they at xllsm 

home in the literature which the great minds and pious he rts of 

Israel h~ve produced? Have they enough provision for the long 

journey ~~ad--or is their .food 1 which came warm to JUDCZE us from 

our fathers, now dry and mouldy? 

I have a feeling that lllDl we have been growing satisfied with 

surfaces rather than with depths, with a minimum; or if not I 1 f 

satisfied, then reconciled. There are those who donsider even this 

minimum as excessive. If that is the case then there is ground 

here for deep concern for the future of our faith and the survival 

of our people. 

I hear from time to time, voices raised in pathetic yearning 

for the dear old days of Classical Reform Judaism, now seemingly 

gone a beyond recall. I do not know what is meant by Classical 

Reform Judaism. The founding fathers of Reform Judaism differed 

sharpely among themselves El on near·.y every questi~n of doctrine 
I • la .anJ 

and practice. Only one thing they !:: ~ - ¥" in common. They were 

no longer Orthodox. Reform Judaism d I always represented a 

movement irithin Judaism, not a party or a sect. Sects nefer thrived 

for long in Judaism. A party or a sect may stand still on a fixed 

platform but a movement must move, or it b comes petrified into 
--u. :c· 

a mz set of dogmas and so dies as a--cailence of dynamic principles. 

Even the framers of the Pittsburgh Platform in 1885 recognized the 

progressive character of Judaism, and "were convinced of the utmost 

necessity of preserving the historic identity with our great past." 
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The founders of so-called Classical Reform Judaism were scholars-­

some of them great Hebrew scholars. Geiger and Einhorn and Adler 

and Samuel Hirsch and Kaufma~Kohler,..among the most classical of 

the early fteformers,.-were mt ardent students of Hebrew literature. 

They made significant contributions to the Science of Judaism. 

They wrote important books and published important periodicals 

in many fields of Jewish knowlege. Their greatest wish was to 

disseminate Jewish learning among their fellow Jews, young and old. 

Isaac Meyer Wise's proudest acheivement and his deepest love was 

the Hebrew Union College--a scholastic i:Jrsxtui:m• institution for 

the training of rabbis and teacher•. "Reform", he asserted, "must 

begin with the spreading of light, more light, as much light, indeed, 

as the age can k•xzn bear. Instruction~ more instruction, as much 

of it as the intellect is capable of receiving." They all hoped 

for and worked for an educated Jewish laity. They held, of course, 

that a man need not and should not, pray in a language which he did 

not understand, and that therefore prayer in Hebrew was not 

indispensable. 
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The ancient rabbis had already 
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that many Jews unfortunately no longer 

But even though they r cognized 

ew the Hebrew language, they hoped 

that Jews would learn and would come to understand it. Not a singe Reform 

leader ever declared that in ordeef to be a one hundred percent Cla8sical 

Reform Jew, one must be an all-out, Yking~size Am Ha-aretzl 

The outstanding Reform leaders of the past did not conveive of Judaism 

as a mere "religious confession." 

"The creed," wrote Dr. Kohler, formerly President of the Hebrew Union 

College, 11 is a condition sine gua ~ of the Christian Church. To disbelieve 

its dogmas it to cut oneself loose from membership . Judaism is quite differ­

ent, The Jew is born into it and cannot extricate hinB elf from it even by 

the renunciation of his faith, which would but render him an apostate Jew. 

This condition exists, because the racial co uni y formed, and still forms, 

the basis of the religious community. It is ir h, not confession, that 

imposes on the Jew the obligation to work and strive for the eternal verities 

of s Israel, for the preservation and propagation of which he has been chosen 

by the God of history." 

These men held Judaism to be the world conquering faith of an eternal 

people . They were courageous, militant advocates of their faith, unafraid, 

even in their day, to proclaim Judaism as the one true universal religion 

of mankind. They were doughty champions of Je~rish life and thought, valiant 

in attack, fierce ir. defense. They made no overtures for a theologic truce. 

They did not speak of self~effacing integration, which is a cover-up for 

complete assimilation. They knew that Judaism is bound up with the life of 

the Jewish people . 
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Of course,~ they were moved by the spirit of their age, but also by 

the spirit of the ages, and they sought overwhelmingly to retain for their 

faith an identi£y, a coherence and an integrity. For the temper of the 

times is not always the sole nor B:kx the best f criterion of what is re­

ligiously desirable. The prophets often found themselves under the 

necessity of challenging the temper and the mores of their time. They 

mfrtwert confronted temporal predilections with eternal mandates --

11 Thus saith the Lord." 

These leaders may have misread, in some instances, the signs of their 

times. In their exuberant enthusiasm for the new day of enlighterunent which 

had dawned for the world and for their people in estern Europe and in 

America, they believed that they were actually on the threshhold of the 

Millenium. A hundred years ago, in Germany, one of the foremost leaders 

of Reform Judaism, Abraham Geiger, told his fellow-Jews: "Cast off your 

rough coat of mail, there is no longer hostility abroad; undo the trappings 

that hide and disfigure you - frosty and icy winds no longer blow against 

you - love will blossom everywhere •.. " It was not Jews alone who shared 

this euphoria. At about the same time Victor Hugo wrote: 11 In the nine­

teenth century war will be dead, the scaffold will be dead, hatred will be 

dead, frontiers will be dead, royalty will be dead, dogmas will be dead, 

man wi::ll.lbegin to livel" They saw the brilliant lights and ignored the dark 

shadows. They readily paid the excessive rice j n •sme of national self-

{A.. 
denial for W1stc political~ emancipation which finally ended in total 

rejection, disfranchisement, exile andd!ath . They came to believe that 

anti-Semitism and discrimination would rapidly disappear and that all the 
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political problems which confronted the Jewish peopae would find a rapid 

solution in the universal brotherhood which was fast approaching. They, 

accordingly, regarded all talk about finding a national solution for the 

Jewish problem, or any action fov\,he establishment of a national homeland 

and a place of rcgxx refuge as impractical and even reactionary. Those who 

fl-

advocated such action were ip;rertat I i c "pessimists who dfspaired of human 

reason, the progress of humanity and the solidarity of mankind . 11 These were 

the halcyon days, you will recall, before Hitle~re Nasiism and Fascism, 

before the gas chambers, before the nigh total 1e&tvus•sar of Jewish life in 

Europe. Their timetable had unfortUI'..ately gone awry -- like that of many 

idealists whqtry to rush the Millenium, who "force" the End -------~ 
There 1 ·a s another great Jew who, in his day, misread the signs 

of the times, and grew impatient with those who 

the Kingdom of God was at hand . 

were not convinced that 

I wonder, though, if these spiritual leaders, so wholly dedicated to the 

highest interests of t heir people, were they alive now, in these days following 

the appalling catastrophes, would not have regarded the establishment of the 

State of Israel and the rescue and sheltering of more than a million Jewish 

refugees 1for whom the rest of the world could find no room, as a blessed and 

providential act of God . Or whether they would have, like those who presume 

to speak in their name today, resented this historic achievement and would 

have impugned the loyalty and ceaselessly harassed by base and groundless 

charges and innuendoes those Jews who seek to strengthen this young tate 

economically and defend it poli~cally, as far as they are able, against 

imminent or threatening dangers . ould they have chosen to prolong a controversy 
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whose day had passed or would they rather have striven to lay the dust of 

needless strife and the din of semantic battles in the Househoihd of Israel? 

I should be less suspicious of the ioicx:. motives of these "classicists! 

if they were dedicating more of ~heir zeal and publicity to the other positive 

interests and enterprises of those early Reformers, to the encouragement, 

for example, of Jewis~ learning among the laity; the support of Jewish 

wcholarship, the cultivation of the Hebrew language; the intensification of 

their religious school programs, rather than to skillful exercises in 

curricular excision and diminuendo ..• 

It is, my dear friends, the inadequacy of our training and our 

religious self~iscipline which should give us serious concern even in 

the very midst of our gratifying growth and outward~ prosperity which 

delight us all our inadequate teachers -- their inadequate training 

the inadequacy of the time set aside for instruction -- and our own 

insufficient personal commitments even to those few disciplines which we 

have acknowledged to be valid and vital for the survival of our faith. 

Heinrich Heine, in one of his letters, writes that he once stood 

with a friend of his before the Cathedral of Amiens. His friend asked him: 

"How is it that we can iJbl no longer build such an impressive pile?" and he 

replied: "Men in those days had convictions, we moderns have opinions, and 

it required something more than an opinion m to build a Gothic Cathedral." 

'e modern Jews, have a good opinion about our Judaism, but not .n 

strong enough convictionsl We need a renewal of that massive religious 

earnestness which gave to our ancestors their patent of nobility. It is 

not a matter of how much but h<>1 
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earnestly, how inwardly, how sacrificially! 

It is upon the inwardness of Judaism, upon the intellectual 

quest of God through the time-honored techniques of Jewish life, 

through learning and UDa:J: study, through the discipli nes of 

the devotional life, that we shall have to concentrate in the 

days to come. It is with these grave obligations that we mus t 

confront ourselves. 

There is no longer any nourishing food for the coming generations 

of Jews in any progr -m of revision of surface customs and practices. 

We are really down to the bone already. Nor will a w~rmed-over campaiga 

of anti-1MIIMM•M4tll--a German-Jewish importati~n,and a dismal 

failure even in · land of origin, meet the situation. If, however, 

at the behest of a faith of boundless horizons, and of a tradition 

~ which gave primacy to study and schol arship, we r esolve to 

carry on, not catering to modernity, but seeking XEC renewal, not 

reaching out for discarded paraphenali a, but for depth and inwardness, 

we shall, I am confident be able to move into the inscrutable future, 

knowing that the jar of meal shall never be spent, neither shall the 

cruise of oil ever fail us. "' 

My friends, the future belongs to Judais \ Judaism is the faith 
-of tomorrow! Not its forms and ritu~ls--these a r e important only for 

us so as to discipline and alert 

our appointed destiny--lD:t•J but 

our covenanted tasks and 

its spiritual message and program.---

message and program designed to sustain and advance human life 

on earth. Juuaism is a reasonable faith, responsive both to man's 

instincts and to his taspirations. It offers mankind a gospel of social 

progress and it summons men to social action, to the building of the 

good society in justice, in brotherhood, and in peace. 

ntts 
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It is a faith built not on salvationism or xn resignation or 

-asceticism. It has confidence in man's inexhaustible spiritual 

resources. It teaches a boundless reverence for life and for all 

that contributes to its noble fulfillment and enjoyment. 

All these are original ideas of Judaism and they are as valid 

and vital in the Atomic Age as they were in the days of the 

Patriarchs, the Prophets and the Sages. They are from everlasting 

to everlasting. For they emanate from the High and Lofty ene Who 

inhabits eternity, and, in vouchsafing unto us this Torah of Life 1 

for the blessing of mankind, He has implanted eternal life within 

us. 

7 
( 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATION) 

l 

ATIO Al ASSOCIATION OF TEMPLE SEC ETARIES 



~tdntsdaH 
* (Continued) 

t:hursday 
fflaH 2 

* 9:00 A.M.-
12:00 OON 

(includes 
breakfast) 

10:00 A. 1.-
5:00 P. I. 

12:00 oo~ 

UAHC 

Installation of Officers and New Board Members 
RABBI MAURICE N. EI ENDRATH 

Pre entation of Certificates to Centennial Congregations 
J DGE SoLo m ELS ER, Hartford, Conn. 

Address: "With Our Eyes Toward the Future" 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER, Cleveland 

Benediction . • RABBI Jo AH B. WISE, ew York 

Conj erence of Congregational Presidents 
H TI G ROO f - KI G DWARD HERATO HOTEL 

Social Action Leadership Day 
I. CYRUS GORDO , 

Rock ille Centre, . Y. 
Chairman, Commission on Social Action 

PARLOR D - ROYAL YORK HOTEL 

All delegate w lcome 

L11,ncheon for Rabbis 

FO TAI CO RT- KI G DWARD SHERATO HOTEL 
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~aturday 
9pril 27 

* 

8:00 P.M. 

8:15 P .. 

8:45 P.M. 

9:30 P.M. 

unday 
21.pril 2s 

* I 0:00-
11 :00 A.M. 

FTS 

XX] BIEN IAL A E LY 
Rational jf tdtretion of 11:tmplr istrrhoods 

Theme: Say YE to Jttdaism 

ROYAL YORK HOT L 

Registration - 6:30 P. c. to 9:00 P. f. 

Pre-Convention FTS Executive Board Meeting 
-PARLOR A 

Invocation in Uni on 
Hea enly Father, as e b gin our labor , w thank Th for Thy 
mercies unto us in the past, and we ask Thy ble sing for the days 
that lie ahead. Be hou ich u , 0 Lord. 1a • it b hy ill ,. r co 
inspire us, that with determination we may stri c to uphold the hand 
of our spiritual leaders, to purify our inmost thoughts and to prcad 
good among all Thy creatures. Amen. 

Pre-Convention Eve11ts 
Buses lea e Royal York and King Edwcird herc1to11 Hot ls 
for Holy Blossom Temple. 
Tour of Holy Blossom Temple. 
Holy Bio som Temple Maurice . Eis ndrath Auditorium. 
The Temple Player rill pre ent an adaptation of Paddy 
Chayef ky's TV play "Holiday ong" -The story of a 
devout Brooklyn can or ~ ho lo hi faith in od. I Ii 
broken morale is mend d by a mo em miracl in the M n­
hattan ubway. 
Ref re hments will be erved by Holy Blossom Temple i ter­

hood. 
BALL Roor f FLOOR 

A t•Get-Together" de k is combined with the NFT informa­
tion de k so that delegates can pl ce their name and ecure 
name for getting together with other Si terho d reprc cnta­
tive for breakfast, lunch, dinner, nack , cocktail , or ju t 

to chat. 

Regi tration - all day- starting at 8:00 .M. 

OPENI G OF CO VE TIO 

Continental Get-Acquainted Break/ ast 
BA Q TH LL 

BLE I G BEFORE FOOD (to be recited in 1mison 
0 God, grant that as e enjoy the food that Thou dost provide we may 
be moved the more willingly to share that we have with tho e who 
uffer want. Boruch Ato Adonoi Elohenu elech ho-olom hamotsi 

lechem min hor-orets. Ble sed art Thou, 0 Lord our God King of the 
Universe, who bringest forth bread from the earth. Amen. 

ocial period during which deleoate and i itor ill be 
gi en cards on which they will obtain the name of er on 
whom they did not know before the onvention, together 
with their addre e . 

Re i tered delegate and i itor will be the gue t of the 
isterhood of Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto. 
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\\'cdne:day ~la I, 1957 

"\\ 1TH OUR EYES TO\\'.\RD THE F TURE" 

DR . . \mu H1LLEL Sil.YER, Cle 1clr111(/, Ohio 

\\ e may face the fuLUr • wiLh confidence becau -c our peopk in .\mcrica are 
o,· ·rwhclrningly Joyal. They arc not corn,ciou • a!')similationi ·Ls. Th 'Y arc not 
ddibcraLcly running away from their faiLh and people as wa • the nt!')e wilh n :nain 
Jewric!') in the Old \\ orld, ·:pecially in the ccnLUry before the \Vorld \Var ·. Our 
people ha\'e demon . trat ·d a steady auachmcnt and a most ·011rn1e1u.lablc ·oliclarity 
with their felJow Je"·s in other lands during Lhc ·uprem • mi ·er of the recent 
decade. of collap ·c and di a. ter - the blackest of our many nig·hts. Their ·olicitude 
and gcncro:it y ha ,-c been a ·ource of rea • urance to us and of arna1.ement to the 
world. Our people ha,·e abo built th ·ir communal institutions with a la\'i . h hand. 
They ha,· · been r ·markabl ' re -pou ive to the ne ·c.l • of their community life . . -\ncl 
if the -rection of many beau ti r ul temp Jes, !:1) nagogues and school in our u ntry i: 
an indication of lo 'ahy to th· faith of our fath r. then w ma ' b lull ju:tifled 
in our confidenc • for th ' future. \Ve ha,·e good material to build with. 

\\'c may also look confidently toward: the future becau. c American Jewi h 
life is cn>h·i1w in an em·irnnmcnt which is most friendly Lo religion and not un­
(rienc.11 1 Lo rel igiou • minorities .. Religion is not pre:nibed on these ·hores; the 
religionist i • not disach·antagcd and Judai:m is not under allack. The world in 
which we li\'C gin.: s ·,· -ry cnrouragemcm to religion and Judaism is free to deYclop 
and to cxprcs: itself. Gm·crnment and people alike ha,·e profound re\'ercnce for 
the spiriwal fore '!') in ci,·ililation. an altitude whi ch is pan of thee ·. cntial pallern 
of their hi ·tory. Judaism can thrhe in ·uch an en\'ironm ' Ill. 

Progr • ·i\'e Judaism may al. o look hop ,full toward th · futur ·, b au ·c r -
ligiou • liberali:m ha alway. been a powerful fa tor in th· piritual Iir of 
Am ri a and ha had a long and honor cl tradition. It i: . till a Yitai" and Yigorou 
fore among irnportant if not dominanL sections of our population. Progre .. i\'e 
religion clo not have to fight for its po ition clefen:i,-cly on the American . cene . 
.'.'Jor doc Progre. ·i,·e Judai m. 

But jn. La.' thcr arc factors which gin~ us ground for confidence in our future 
there are factors which gi,·e u: ground for concern. The impre:si,·e facade o( 
.\merican Je\\' i!')h Iif • may b • !)Olllcwhat mi:lcading. Th · l mpk: and synagogue 
arc th re but lh worshipper." ar • not, at least not in numb..-.- con1parabl with 
lh • physical amplitude of the di fices or comm 'nsurate with the oblig,Hions or 
re]igious affiliation. It i.' not pos. ible Lo sene one's faith with token commitments. 
It was an ancient prophet of Israel who cautioned hi . people not to put their 
trust in the decepti,·e word. : "This i the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord. th Temple of' the Lord." \Ve build temples and th')' ar • :pacious and 
beautiful and mod rn and ultra-modern, but arc w building m n ancl worn n 
who:c wor hipful fc t " ·ill throng th ir courts eagerly and exultingly? 

,vc lwuld build b autiful t 'mp1c · and . nagoguc . . It i!') fitting that w 
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should wor hip Lhc Lord in Lhc hcallly of holinc.·..,.,, and a111icf..,t Llw holin •.,s ol 
bcauLy. \\ hy should we dw IJ i11 home" of cedar and the ark ol the Lord in a 1cn1? 
Bul the beautiful ·Lructurc which we erect will tH>l ol Lh<.·111s he . ., insure the :-.ur­
,·i,·al of our faith. They may C\'Cll beguil • m into dangnou.- ,ell-dl'iu,ions. It i, 
we who are the Tcn1plc ol' our JaiLh, or ih whi1cd sepulcher. IL is we: who an: it 
girder and wall ·, .its arches and domes, it ., •111bols and orna111 111 "· It i" our 
lo alt which i • the repl ·nishing oil ol it :'\er Ta111id. The hol~ ark \\'ill lorn l'I' 
remain ·mpty and dcsolat • if the hearts ol de,·out ,,·or ... hipplT'i will 1101 abide 
th rein. 

Long ago, Sage and P,almi t warned our people again t the Lrce of man · 
branches who root ' w ·re f ·w. They taught m to look below the ... urla(e and 
regard the root. In their season -cl wisdom th ·y knew that the winch of the 
world do often sweep dmrn in \'ioknt fur~. upon 111e11 and imt it u tiom and pluck 
them ll!) and m ·erthrow them if Lhcir rooh arc few . Th(·\ al o tauoht 11.., that \\' • - .-, 
mu t Lake root downward. if we arc to hear fruit upward. 

How deep arc our roots? Ha,·e we e110ugh 1-cs rn· of spirilllal e1wrg ' LO with­
stand a prolonged crisi:-.? .\re we fast depicting the in,·t·ntory which pa~, agT, ha\'c 
accumulated? Ha\'c \\T 1aken ·t<)(k of our pmrer-; of rcsi ... tance. not to affliction 
- we ha,·e learned how to react to amiction - hut to the wcakcni11g influence.- of 
well-b ing and prosperit 1? f . it in the .<,ccond or third generation that the 1noce,s 
of drift and dis olution scl~ in, and vd1 ? \VhaL is our s1re11g;th that we ..,hould hope? 

,vhat were the .-Lrong and firn1 roots which e11abl d our faith and people 
to outriclc th' many storm: o[ the pa ·t? ".\:ot n ·ry .J<..·wi ·h comrnu11ity was :o 
. uccessful but wh're it was,. it wa.- due to the fact that it hacl sunk de p root~ in 
Jewish learning and sllldy - and what wa 1earnc:d ·was t n111s1ni1 Led. • rhe in­
junction which our forefathers obscrncl Lhroug-l10u1 the , t){CS \\'as: ' 'and Lhou 
halt tea h them clilig-cntl unLo th chiklrcn. ancl thou halt p ak of them 

when thou . illcst in th house, when lhou ·walkc:-.t bv the ,,·, . when thou 1 ie ·t 
I ' 

down, when thou rise. t up."' It wa. the unnagging culti,ation of heart and mind 
in the rich unfolding of the Torah. to them a Torat ChaYim - an incxhamtihle 
liOurce or li\'ing truth, which in nrccl ·un·i\'al for our people. 

Thee wer Lhc root: of our people's life - not alone the Jewi.,h . cholar hut 
Lh educated Jewi. h layman, the man for whom the Bible and lal<.T Jewi-;h writ­
ings and the Hehr w languag , whi h i, the very kc , 10th· c..1..,ket of our lit Tar ' 

tr asure. , were not a . alecl hook. Pro['"· or . chcchter recorded what i-; nn­
doubtedl , a cold hi toric fact wh n h cl dared that Helkni ·tic Juclai m "'a the 
only one known to hi . tory which dared to make the xperiment of di . pen ing with 
the Sacred Language. The re ult wa death. Tt with r d awa ' and rermina1cd in 

total and whole ale apo ta Y from Judai m. 
I it well with u on the scor of Je\d. h learning? .-\re our Sundav hool 

producing a generation of trul educated Tewi h men and wom n do. cl\' familiar 
with the chronicle. of our gloriou. ear and Lh noble te. tam nt of their pcopl . ' 
courag-e and acrifice? Are thev al home in the litcraLUr which th greal mind. 
and ;iou heart. of Israel hav~ procluc cl? Ha,·e the nou~h provi ion for the 
long journe ahead - or i their food, which came warm to 11 . from our father. , 

now tirv and mould ? ... 
I 
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I ha\·e a fc ling that w have b en °rowing ·ati fi d with urf acc'i rath r than 

with depth, with a minimum; or if not sati fi ·d, then r concilccl. There ar th • 

who con id rev n thi • minimum e ·ce. :ivc. If that i the ca. then th ·r • is ground 

h r ' f r de p concern for the future of our gloriou. faith ancl the sun·ival of our 

people. 
I hear, from tirnc to time, Yoicc-. raised in path tic 'earning for the clear old 

da . of Cla i al Reform Juclai')m, now sc ·mingl ' gone beyond r call. I do n t 

know what i m ant b , Cla. ical Reform Judaism. The founding fath r; of 

Reform Judai m cliff r cl . harply among them elve on n arl , e\· r qu tion 

of cl trinc and pra ti . Only on thing the , -.harccl in ommon. Th · wer no 

longer Orthodox. Reform .Judai m ahva ' rcpre: nt cl a 11un1e111e11L within Ju­

dai . m, not a party or a t. . et tL\'er thri\ cl for long in Judai ·m . . \ party or a 

-;e t ma , :tand :till on a fix cl platfrom but a mm·ement mu!'lt move, or it b come 

p trifi ·cl into a :ct of dogma: and . o di ' as a rhythmi cadence of d namic prin-

iple . E\ en the fram r. of th Pittsburgh Platform in 1 { 5 r ogni,ed the progre -

ive haractcr of Juclai;;m, and 'w ·re onvin d f th utmo. t n ·cc. :it o( 

preser\'ing the historic identity with our great I a t." 

The founder. of . o-call ·cl Cla .. ical Rcf orm Judai m were cholar • - . om of 

them great Hcbr w :cholars. Geiger and Einhorn and Adler and , amuel Hirsch 

and Kaufmann Koh lcr - among the mo t cla .. ical of the early Reformers -

were ard nt tud nts of Hcbre,v ]it ratur . The made ignificant contribution 

to the . icn c of Jud, i m. Th y wrot impor ant hook. and publish cl important 

periodical · in man • ft lds of J wi h knowl ·dge. Th ir gr ate. t wi!'lh wa. to di. -

. eminate Jewi h 1 ·arninu among their fellow .J \.\'S , roung and old. haac May r 

"i e'. proud t a hieYement and hi <1 cpc. t lm· wa th • Hebrew ni n College 

- a hola. tic in titution for the training- of rabhis and teach ·r.-. "R form," h a. -

ertccl, "n u t b gin with the . prcacling of light, more light, a. much light, ind d, 

a the age can bear. In truction , more in. tru Lion , a mu h of it a. th int llect 

i apabl of receidng.' The all hoped for and work cl for an du at cl J wi. h 

lait . They maintained, of our , that a man need not and hould not, pra , 

in a languag whi h he did not unclcr:tancl, and that therefore prayer in Hebrew 

wa not indi. p n abl . 
Th ancient rahhi had alr ad a scrt cl that. But ev n though the r cogni,ed 

that many Jew. unfortunately no longer knew the Hehr w language, th hoped 

that J w. would learn and would com · to unclcr. tancl it. Tot a , inglc Reform 

1 ad r \' r cl Jar cl that in orcl r t b a on hunclr cl per ent Ja. ical R form 

Jew, on mu t b an all-out, king-. i, m Ha-ar t1! 

The out tancling R form lead r. of the I a. t did not con I\' of Judai. m a a 

mere "religiou confe ion." 
"The creed," wrote Dr. Kohler, former! , Pre id nt of th H brew Union Col­

lege, "i a condition i,u r,11n non of th Chri. tian chur h. To di . b li \'C it. 

dogma i to cut one. ell lo . c from m mb r. hip. Judai. m i quit liffer nt. Th 

Jew i born into it and cannot e. tricat him.elf from it ven hv the r nun iation 

of hi faith, which would but render him an apo. late Jew. Thi. condition xi t, 

1 ecau the racial communit formc 1, and ·ti11 form. , th ha. i. of th religiou. 

ommunit '· It i · birth, not onf ion, that imp on th J , th oblio-ati n to 
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work and Lrive for the ct ·rnal , ritie'i of I Tael. for the pre ·nation ,11Hl propaga­
tion of whi h h ha.- h ·n ho ·n b th· God of hi tor •." 

The m n h ld.Juclai ·m Lob th · world conquering faith ol an ' Lcrnal p ·oplc. 
The were ourag ·ou , militant ad\'C>cate.., of their faith, unafraid, <.· \ ·n in their 
<lay, to pro lairn Juclai m a.- the on tru' unin-r..,al religion of mankind. Th · 1 

were dought champion · of J ·wi . h life and I bought. Yal ianl in attack, fierce in 
d f n. "'. Th made no o, enurc~ for a I hcologic Lruc t·. Th ·y did not . p ak ol 
elf- ffa ing integration whic_h i.., a on.·r-tq> lor co111pl t • i.h imilation . Th ·y kn w 

that Judai m i bound up with the lif • ol the Jewi-,h p ·opl •. 
Of cour. e, th • were mmecl h~ the ..,pirit of th ir age, hut aho hy th ..,pmt 

of th age, and th 'Y . ought o,· rwhtlmingly 10 r ·tain for their faith an identit ', 
a coherence and an integrity. For th t·mp -r of the time · i not alway'i th · ·ol • 
nor the be L riterion of what i rtligiomly de irahk. The prophet · often found 
them clve under th nee s. it ' of challenging th • temper a1Hl I he 11101T of their 
time. Th y on front cl temporal predilection with ·t ·rnal mandate: - " Thm 
aith the Lord .... " 

The Reform 1 ader ma ' hav mi..,read, in orne imtances, the sigm of th ir 
time. In their exuberant nthu ·ia 111 for the n ·w cla ' of nlight<.'nm ·nt whi h 
had dawned for th world and for their people in\\ -;tern Eurnpe and in .\m ·ri a, 
they beli ved that the were actuall I on th · thH·-,ho!d ol the ~lillcnnium . . \ 
hundred y ar ago, in Cennan) one of th for('mo t I ad ·r'i of Reform Juclai m, 
. braham G iger. told hi fellow J ·w-,: "Ca. t oil your rougl oat of 111ail, Lher 
i no longer ho. tilit abro'td; undo the trapping·~ that I ick and cli figure )OU -

fro . ty and icy wind.- no longer blow against ou - Im will him om ·,·ery­
where .... " It wa. not J ws alone who :hared th i.., euphoria . . \t about the :amc 
time ictor Hugo \\TOt "ln the ninet enth c ·11wry w,. r w ill he dead , the ... caffolcl 
, ill b ' dead, hatr ·d will be dead , frontiers will he cleacl. ro alty will h • cl ·ad. 
dogma will b dead , man will b gin to live!" They . aw I he hril I ia111 I igh I a ncl 
ignored the dark shadow-;. They read ii paid the exce!)..,i,·c pric c in 1er111s of 
national H-d nial for th ir political emancipation which finally encl ·cl in total 
rejection, disfranchisem nt. c .· il • and death. They came to hclie\'e that anti­
Semiti m and di:crimination would rapidly cli-,appear and that all the political 
probl m which confront cl the Jcwi..,h people wou Id find a rapid ,olut ion in 
the univer al brotherhood which ,va, f;i..,1 approaching. Th· , , accorclingl ', re­
garded all talk about rinding a national ..,olut ion for the Jewi h problem, or an 
action for the tablishmcnt of a national hom ·land and a pla • of rC'fuµ • a.., im­
practi al and ven r actionar '. ThO'e who acho atcd ..,uch action were "pc ,imi..,t.· 
who d paired of human rra on. the prog-rr.., of h1rn1anitv and the ..,oJiclarit of 
mankind." Th e w re the hal yon day, ou will recall, b for Hitler, befor 
Nazii m and Fa ci m, before the ga hamber , before the nig-h total de tru tion 
of Jewi h life in Europe. Their t im tahl had unrortunat h gon awrv - lik that 
of man hop ful ideali t. ·who tr 10 ru h th Millennium, who " force" the End. 
Ther wa. anoth r great Jew who, in hili cla . mi T ad th ign, of th time, and 
f"rew impatient, ith tho:' who were not convinced that the Kingdom of yod wa 
at hand .... 

J wonder. though, if the c ·pirilllal lc:1<1 r..,, o wholl d clicat, cl to th high t 
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interc ts of Lhcir people. wcr the aliH: now, in th . c da 1s following th appalling 
cata. trophies, would not ha\·c r gankd Lh e<;tablishmcnl of the Stale of lsra I 

and the rescue and sheltering of more than a million Jewish refugee. for whom 
the re. t of the world could find no room, a.· a bless cl and prm·iclcntial art of 
God. Or whether the would ha\ ·, like thme who pre ume to . p ak in their name 
toclay, r ntccl thi • hi:toric achi ,. 'mcnt and would ha\·e impugned th loyalt 

and cca-,elessl • harassed by ha-,· and groundlc:s charg-e • and innuendo : those 

.r \\'S who s ck lo strengthen this young State economically and cl f nd it polit­
ical! as far as the arc able, against imminent or threatening clanger. \\ uld 
they ha\'e chosen to prolong a contro,·er:y ,\'ho ·e <la had pa .. eel or would th y 
rather ha, e \tri,·cn to la the du t of needles. trif and the din of man tic 

battle: in the Hou ehold of hracl? 
I . houlcl he !cs: suspicious of the moti\·e of the..,e "clas ·i i\t<i" if lh y were cl cli­

cating mor ' of their ,eal ancl publi ity to th positi\'c inter 'sts and cnt rpri . c. of 
tho e earl , R formers, to th cncouragcm ·nt, for example, of Jewish 1 arning 
among the laity: the ,upport of Jewish scholarship, the culli\'ation of the Hebrew 
langua • ; the inlcn ·ification of their rclig·ious :chool programs, rather than to 

kilful ex rci e in curricular excision and diminu ndo .... 
It i., m clear friend. , the inadequacy of our training and our r ligious elf­

cli ciplinc which should gfrc us :eriou. con crn e\'en in the Yer ' midst o( our 
gratif ing growth and outw. rd pr< ~p<:rit plea. ing to u all - our inadequate 
teach r. - their inadequal Lraining· - th inadequacy of the tim . ct a ·id for 
in:truction - and our mvn in . ufficicnt per:onal commitments C\'en lo tho f w 

/ disciplin which we acknmdeclgc Lo be , ·a]id and Yital for the . ur\'ival of our faith. 
Heinrich H ine, in one of his kucr~ .. writ ·s thal he once stood with a friend 

of his before th Cathedral of .\111icn •. His fri nds a~kecl him: " llow is it that we 
can no long r build u h an impr .·: i,· pile?" and he replied: " ~kn in tho. c day. 
had corn·i Lion . , we modern. h,n- , opinion. , and it r qui reel so111ething more 
than an opinion to build a ,othir cath clral.·· 

/, ,vc modern Jew. ha\'C a good opinion about our Juclai ·m, hut not ,trong 
enough conviction . " ' e need a renewal of that mas,i\·c religious earn ·tnc 
which ga\'c to our ance tor. their patent of nobilit '. 1t is not a matter of how 
much but how earnc\tly how inwardly, how ·acrificially. 

It i upon the inwanlne • of Juclai ·m, upon the in tell ctual que ·t of God 
throug-h th tim -honoured t hniqu , .. of Jewi. h Ii[ , through learning and 

tu<ly, through the di ciplin s of th deYotional life, that we hall have to con­

centrate in the day to come. It i with the. e graye obligation that ·we mu t 
confront our. elv . 

There i no longer any nouri ·hing food for th coming generation of J w. 
in any program of re\·i ion of . urface cu tom and practic . . ,\ e are reall ' down 
to the bone already. 1 or will a warmed-o,·er campaign of anti-nationalism - a 

German-Jcwi ·h importation, and a di mal failur \'en in it. land of origin -
meet th ituation. H, howe\'cr, at th behe:t of a faith of bouncllc , horizon , 
and o( a tradition which ga\·c primac to . tud and . holarship, ·we rcsoh-c to 
carry on, not at ring to mod rnit , but . ccking r ncwal not reaching out f r 

di arcl cl paraphernalia, but for depth and inwardn .· , we . hall, I am onridcnt 

34 



b , bl · to mo\ int th · in Tutahl f utu1 , knowing 1hat th · jar of m ·al hall n \ ' r be p ·nt , n ith ·r hall th · ru ' of oil \ r fail u . 
M fri nch, th ' fu tur b ·long.., Lo J uclai..,111. f udai 111 i th I aith of tomm row . r tit · form · and ritual - th ·s • ar • important on! for u Lo cli..,c iplin · and al •rt u , for our O\· nant ·d la. k and our appoint ·cl d <.' ..,ti1l\ hut i1 ,piritual me ,ag · and pro ram - , m ag and program d • ign ·d to u lain and ad\ a ne e human lif on arth . Juclai mi. a r ·a onahlc faith , n · pon i, · both to man\ in tinCL and to hi , a piration • It oil ·r mankind a go p ·I of oc ial ptogre-, · and it ummon men to o ial action to th · building of th · gc od oc ic t~ in ju..,1ic , in hrOLh <.·1 hood , and in p a e. lt i a faith built n l n ahationi m or 1 • i Tnation or a< ·tic i..,111. Jt ha , onfid nc' in man\ in ·. hau tihl ' piritual r . ..,oun . .., _ It lcac he .., a hound­] r ' \ ' r ·n for lif and for all rhar co1111ih11t <.· .., to it nohl <.' fuirilm ·111 a11d m ·n l. 

ar ' orig inal id ·a of J udai m and t hq ar · a-, , a lid and , ital i 11 th ,-\tomi • \g a the wcr in th e da ' of th e Patria,< h , th • Proph •t and th · ag • Th ·y ar • from c, rla ting to ·, Tia ting . For th c ma11at from I h · High and Loft On · \\h inhabit t -rnit . In \Ot1<h..,af111g unto u.., thi-, To1ah of Lif · f r th bl .. in of mankind , H • ha .., implam d ·t rnal lif · within u . 




