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Dr. SilY 
Tenth nni•ersary. 

A Notable Moral 
Achie•ement. 

luael'1 Brilliant Record. 

- ly DR. S. MARGOSHES-
(EJCcerpts from Address of Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver at Metropolltan Z.O.A. 
Dinner Celebratln1 Tenth Anniversary 
of U N. Partition Resolution.) 

The United Nation's decision 
on Palestine on November 29, 
1947, came in the second year 
of the existence of that or
ganization. It remain , to this 
day, its most notable moral 
achievement. For the Jewish 
people it was a turning point 
in its history, the realization of 
a bi-millenial hope and the 
culmination of generations of 
struggle and sacrifice. Forever 
honored in the annals of our 
great ancient people will re
main the names of those I 
friendly governments and 
statesmen who came to our 
aid. Nothing can dim the glory 
of that great hour of decision 
and nothing can minimize its 
jmmense significance and it 
continuing impact upon his
tory. 

Unfortunately, the United 
Nations was subsequently re
strained for implementing its 
decision and from seeing it 
through. It remained for the , 
poorly equipped but de
termined fighting forces of 
Palestine Jewry to uphold and 
carry into effect the decision 
of the United Nations in the 
face of the combined resistance 
of the Arab Governments who 
re orted to war to defeat it, 
and in the face also of British 
obstructioni m and American 
indecision, reversals and a • 
crippling arms embargo. 

Had the United Nations not 
failed in this, its first major 
test which involved its au
thority and prestige, or, to put 
it more accurately, had Great 
Britain and the United States 
not inhibited the United Na
tions from acting resolutely in 
carrying out its decision which 
had been overwhelmingly 
adopted after prolonged study 
and debate, the entire sub
sequent history of the Middle 
East, and of the United Nations 
itself, and its role in other 
critical internatioral situa
tion would have been far dif
ferent indeed. 

But British foreign policy in 
the Middle Ea t had long 
before then been caught help
less in the quagmire of Arab 
appeasement and American 
foreign policy was just then 
beginning its decent into the 
self-same bog and for the self
same reasons. Both convergent 
policies in their uncertain 
gropings and ambivalence, 
conspired to paralyze the world 
organization. It should be re
membered that this took place 
long before the harp dif
ferences over the Middle East 
which developed between the 
East and the West rendered 
the United Nations helpless. 
In those years the Soviet 
Union stood solidly behind the 
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United Nations' partition d - I Dama ·cu·- nd the end i not 
c1 10n and called for its full II yet. 
1mplementat1on. ome day th United a-

When it authority w . tions will b granted the 
flouted by the rah ov rn- sov r ignity to whieh it is 
ment., the Unit d ation • ' a I entitled in might as ell a in 
perm1tl d to act in a mann r counsel. It will be permitted 
sufficiently ·wift and forceful I to ·p •ak and act in uch a way 
to convmc the·e govern- that all nation will h arken. 
menL that th Unit d ation. ' It will th n become what its • 
dec1:ion wa final and that founder · env1:a ed it to b -
they mu -t accomodate them- and what mankind prayerfully I 
elv to it. in fulfillment of hop that it will b come-the 

their clear obligation · a mem- true a n d dependable in
b r of the United atiom. ·trument for international 

he Arab government threat- peace. The United Nation 
n d and then r ·ort d to war paved the way for the estab
nd the powerful govern- Ii hment of the State of I rael. 
ent of the We~t side-tracked If the great power bloc of the 

heir respon ibilit1e . The Ea:t and the We:t will now 
United Nation wa forced to permit it to act indep ndently 
capitulate. prec dent \ as or th ir own competing in
e tabhshed for analogous ac- ter :t in the Middle Ea. t, it 
lion in the futur as well a · a may yet be abl to bring p ace 
reputation for weakn s and I to that gr ally di ·turb d area 
ineffectivenes _which ha of the world . J 

traa1cally bedev111 d. _all its While many m jor problems 
sub equent ur ent mt rv n- . 1 · 
t . t 1 th M'ddl of ten years ago ·ttl remain 10n no on y m e 1 
Ea •t but l ·ewh r in the unsolved ome of the mo t 
world. urgent hav be n solved. The 

It ma well be argued that tale of Isra l has be n estab
the entire erie of event in li ·hed. Close on to a million 
the Middle Ea ·t m recent yea Jewi ·h r fugee fleeing from 
culminating in the Soviet Hitler' d va tated Europe and 
Union'. fateful p netration. from p r cut1on in Arab 
into th area can be traced countrie·, have found a home 
back dir ctly to the ·e early ther . Th re ar no mor con
blunders and failure in re- centration camp of h lple 
olute purp se and in effective J wi!-h r fugee d filing the 

action. Ther might have b en fac of th earth. A w lcoming 
no need at all for a Baghdad Jewi h horn land, who e doors 
Pact, a Smai-Su z Campaign are wide open, now tand as 
or an Ei. enhower Doctrine. I a b aeon of hop and rea ur
was the chain-r action to ap- ance. The remarkable agricul• 
p a m nt which finally put cultural and industrial pro
the Kremlin into Cairo and gre ·s of th country in a brief 

de ade have ama1.ed th orld. , 
While many thing till re• 
mam incomplete and imp 1'f ct, • 
very impartial observer bear 

witne to the fact that I rael 
has mad good in n arly every 
area of a civilized national 
exi tence. Th people of I rael, 
coming from all part of the 
earth, have demon:trat d not 
only kill in pion ring but 
remarkable valor in th de
fen e of th ir country as well 
as an admirable hardihood 
and capacity for sacrifices. 

In every truth, those who 
had a hand in the adoption of 
the United Nations' Resolution 
in November, 1947, ought to 

deep aense of 




