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My dear 
assembled here, in such large numbers, for two 

purposes: first, to pay honor to a brave man, whose Irish luck and Jewish z 
made him Lord tayor of Dublin. 

Ireland, they say, is a country in which 1the probable never happens, but the 
impossible always does•. And what was more 'impossible• in the minds of •vtt911~ who 
do not know the unpredictable Irish, than for an orthodox Je to be elected chief 
magistrate of the principal city of Catholic Ireland. 

But there are two places in the world where miracles still happen - Ireland 
and Israel. Our tradition has it that the millenium, hen it comes, will be r -
ceded by t o {essiahs, one , he . .ie...,si ah be Jose t-h, a d he ot er, /I' ess! h ben 

~-"""~·• ~~,, J, David. ell, the election of a Jew to be Uayor of Dublin, JaN,I~ that the 1, essiah ,._ It hen Joseph has cornef ' en an Irishman ill be elected ·. ayor of Jerusalem, it will 
mea .essiah ben David ha come millenium will have definitely 

f. arrivedo •. 

Ireland was very much in our minds when we carried on our long, often bitter, 
struggle , for the establishment of the State of Israel. The historic experience 
of the Irish people was so reminiscent of our own that their long, 

0 for freedom, was an inspiration an challenge to us, was the loyalty of the 
Irish Americans to their ancestral home. 

Cent ries of brutal persecution and oppression, which in the early half of 
the tens of thousands of impoverished and starved sons 

le 

and daughter~ o leave their native land and to seek new homes - and rolonged 



• 

campaign of did not break the spirit of this valiant--Ntie,!!'-;'~ULoAJ~ 
u Their fortunes touched bottom when they began their heroic ight for freedom, for 

" home rule and for .-,x national dignity. 

Toward the close of the la.st century, the American poet, ~,alt Whitman, spoke 

of Ireland as an 11 ancient sorrowful mother , once a queen, now lean and tattered, 
crouching over a grave." 

But the grave was not the goal of the Irish patriots, 

pen and sword, above ground and underground• Many / t~ d~ed, many were imprisoned,/ 
..-. ~ were driven into exile, eir brothers and sisters,

1 
though loyal citizens 

of the United States, came to their aid, politically and materially. They invoked 

the support of both political parties in our country. In 'ay 1919 a Resolution 
was adopte in the Senate of the United StatesJ-

"Resolved that the Senate of the United States 
express its sympathy' with the aspirations of the 
Irish people for a government of their own choice." 

And the Irish people won through to victory 

c,p~m:2-.... fighters for the freedom of the Je ish people
1
and~the reestablishment 

of the State of 

I can~understand clearly enough he fore wey an underground fighter for the 
freedom of Ireland, like 

of Israel - and why 

• Briscoe, is such an ardent champion of the youns State 

who fought for the freedom of Israel are s~ch 
admirers of ar . Briscoe and such friends of free Ireland. 

I said at the numbers, for 

two purposes. The second is to inaugurate our 1957 Campaign for the Jewi5h 
" Fund. That you have inaugurated it most auspiciously., the 

here this evening clearly indicate . You are living u 

and the high expectation which you have of yourselves. 

ed 

in our people. When Moses , commissioned by God to return to Egypt and to summon the 

people of Israel to freedom, expressed the fear, "They may not believe me", the rabbis 

• 

I 
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. . . .,, 

declared that n~ Moses spoke ot properly". 

The heart of is sound; its instinct for survival sure; its fundamental 

At confused and sorely troubled. It is then 

the duty of its trusted leaders to give it light and 

courage, but never to doubt it. 

replenish its faith and 

Since we last met in 1956, events of gravest momeht have transpired which 

put Israel and the Near Eas t on the front pag of every newspaper in the world 
r;,.,.,, u 

and upon the lips of all men. ~..n.--~~~M'lr.MM3Q..effort to put an end to an intolerable 

situation, brought about by the dictatorJ of Egypt, Nasser, that dwarf on the Nile 

"'""t8-illWilG perched on the giant shoulders of communist Russia, Great Britain, France 

and Israel struck into Egypt, - the former to take back the Suez Cana 

had illegally seized,- the latter to smash the military forces of Nasser, which lNiM-

mustered in larse numbers in the Sinai Penninsula, arsenals 

of mili ary equipment., poised to invade and destroy Israel. The campaign which 

" Israel waged against gypt was brilliantly successful, 

the vaunted might of~ Nasser 
~ dwarf proved after all, to 
I' 

only a dwarf, with 
" 

great Britain and France/roceedee systematically 

when the United States intervened, as you well know9 

indjgnation sembly of t~ United 

of the Soviet Union and the Asian-

d) a r.dJ' Completely routed. The 

ung power. The forces of 

taking over of the Canal 

of righteous 

Britain and France, responsive, as must be, 

their operations and withdrew from the Canal. Israel too, after considerabl but 

largely fruitless negotiations, and in the face of threatened sanctions, also with-

drew behind the armistice line. was dispatched to the area 

decisively beate~ is 

'i I\. 
back again, in full control of the Suez Canal he Egyptian Civil Administration 

is back again in Gaza, from which it he dwarf is on the shoulder 

of the ·ant again, crowing about hi 
......,.c;... .... --...;. 
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frightening it. 

Today, six months later, one wonders whether our government feels as righ 

are in lined to recall the 

words of Heine, 

The past 

"For such a righteous act, men deserve to go to 
heaven, and there be thrashed every day with rods." 

year was a very severe and trying one for Israel, one which tested 

it politically - its statesmanship - its maturity and, economically-dts power of 
\ 

survival. 

successfully. 

omic re . ..ia.a::~.~- ~nc lsrael met both tests 

the unnerving and unsettlin{ events 

- LA.A.Hg la-oe) Israel was admitting thousands of new settlers -

that our government did not ease its immigration restrictions to permit the entrance 

of these victims of political persecution, as it had done in the case of the Hungarian 

refugees, and that no mercy air-lift was provided for them. Nor di 

United Nations to investigate Egypt's outrageous treatment of" ews -- aITests, expulsions -

economic strangulation - revocation of citizenship, as it did in the case of Hungary • 
... 

the case of Egypt's clear violation of the United Nation's Declaration of an ight 

which states that 11 no one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, or deprived of his 

nationality, or of his property." 

Israel has been admitting Jewish refugees from other countries - North Africa, 

Hungary, Poland - some 201000 in the It is estimated that 

1001000 will come to Israel this year I I /\construct " thousands of housing units 

for the new ~mmigr&f\it!,e-r- aITi vals. It built and comp eted,tluring these days of 
• 

strain and tension, a pipe-line, which will carry oil from Elat on the Gulf of Aqaba 

to Beer-Sheba, the metropolis of the Negev - and the corlttruction of another line 
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has been begun to carry oil fro~ a port on the Mediterranean . 

" new v1sta ·~tl~ll!-4t-1i~mE"9!~ ~t,.h,..and velopnent ctf e--~:)U-f~ 

What courage is here -- and what visionL "No weapon that is formed against 

you shall succeed". 

the Near Est until our government, hich is today the most po erful factor in 

the Near East situation, adopts a clear policy in reference to that imnortant 

region and assumes clear, just and unequivocal commitments there. t>uch a~-~ 
has · "-- .,,, .J... olicy !:e not yet evol~ed. Unc:1. t emerges, from time to time, is unpredicable 

initiative without/careful consideration of conseque~ces such as the reversal , 

of ·---stand 
I 

~,-af-•..,._.ofa total referral of all Near 
I 

East problems ~'!..,~~~A~~d military commitment to th~ 

Baghdad Pact, or cL:1r.,..._.-.i111.ai.....iiililii-AM..,._lf'6.Ct with Saudi-Arabia by the terms of 

which the United States • continue to sell arms to audi-Arabia and American 

n condition, 

of course, that no American-Jew is to be included among these American officers. 

President Eisenhower , presumably to advance the cause of the American ideal.of 

. 
I wonder if he would have signed such an agreement if it called for a ban, not on 

American Jews, but on American Presbyterians, or American Episcopalians, or A erican 

Catholics. Presumably the red carpet is rolled out for those who can speak in the 

t the rug is pulled from under the feet 

of those who can speak only in the name of the equality of 

an their inalienable human rights. 

American citizens 

Israel will, for some time to come, and until a clear poiicy emerges, have to 
I 

rely on itself - on its own powers of ~elf-defense and~bllild for strength. This 
' ., is possible d its recent experiences may justify a confident prospect for the 

'\ 

future. 

What you are doing in this campaign -- what the Jews of America are doing ... is 

helping Israel to build steength. 
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tis good to have had the promise of the President of the United States, w.:i:dtc-

made at the time of the withdrawal of Isr eli forces from Gaz and Sharm El Sheikh 

that, "Israel will have no cause to regret this step". It is even b tter to know 

that a firs~class Israeli fighting force is on hand to see that there will be no 

cause for regret. Legal experts can find loophDles in any pledge or promise hich 

our government makes , and there are plenty of them in our State Department . But 

men and women by the thousands and the tens of thousands an~hundreds of 

who are trained and prepared and equipped to defend their homeland, will act as a 
(\ 

powerful deterrent to any political adventur in that part of the world. 

The sympathy of the free world is with Israel. Israel seeks no one's territory. 

It is eager for peace with ail its Arab neighbors. It is prepared to negotiate all 

outstanding issues with them. ~t vdll however, insist on the same sovereign rights 

valiant builders and fighters and dreamers, 

will, with our aid, win through. These 

ill win through - in spite of all 

hostilit IAI?""- ~-'"--- ~~"'-"~ • 

I recall a visit which I made to Russia in Au 1935. I went to the 

Tzarske-Selo - the Palace of the Czars the outskirts of I.eningrad. The Palace 

had been converted by the Soviet a National useum and they kept it exactly as 

it was left by the Tzar and his family, before they Vi ere carried off a.._...lii.-'.._.."""' 

I passed through many rooms o the Palace and finally came to a small Library 

the bedroom of the Czar and the Czarina .~••••11.1 

I was startled to of Israel1 Zangwill 1s, 

of the bookshelves, 

~"Dreamers of the Ghetto"., .. 
,.,,,,--

You can imagine what thoughts ran throu h my mind at that moment; the Zar, the 

last of a long line of oppressors of the Jes, ho denied them their elementacy 
• 

human rights, no long since dead, riddled with Bolshevik bullets -- and here is 
~ 

this little volume, 11 Dreamers of the Ghetto", the story of the 

i~-~~~~~~~, \eeping, as it were, a lonely 

' and power and glory. 

The Czars are dead. But the dreamers of the eft their many dark 
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themselves, and,.._ hose who will follov, them, a land of their own fnd a free home 

of their own,

And we 

_, 
e determined to share in their hopes and in their sacrifices, even 

as we share in their pride . 



, ... 
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Jly dear friends, 

19.57 JEWISH iELFA FUND APPEAL 

H0 tel Statler Ballroom 
Cleveland, Ohio 

April 11, 19.57 

ADDRESS 
by 

DR . ABBA HI LI.EL SI LVIR 

You have assembled here , in such large numbers , for o purposess first, to 

pay honor to a brav man , whose Irish lllck and Jewish sal made him Lord ayor 

of D blin. 

Ireland, they say, is a country in which •the probable never happens, but 

the impossible always does•. And what was more 1 impos ible ' in the mind of men 

who do not know the unpredictable Irish, than for an orthodox Jew to be elected 

chief magistrate of the princi 1 city of Catholic Ireland. 

But there are t o places in the world h re miracles still happen - Ireland 

and Israel! Our tradition has it that the millenium, when it comes , will be pre

ceded by two essi h , one, the essiah ben Joseph , nd the other, the essiah ben -
David. ell, the election of a J to be yor of Dublin seems to suggest that 

the Messiah ben Jos ph com , and when an Irishman will be elected ayor of 

Jerusalem, it ill ean , I am sure , that the essiah ben David had come . The 

millenium will then have definitely r.rrived ••• 

e are all ateful for • Briscoe 1s presence in our mid t tonight and 

very much heartened by it . Ireland was very uch in our minds when e carried on 

our long, often bitter, struggle for t eBtablishment of the State of Israel. 

The historic experienc of the Irish people wa so reminiscent of our own that 

th ir long , desp rate struggle for freedom , a an inspiration and challenge to 

u • So "as the loyalty of the Irish American to their ancestral home. 



Centuries of brutal persecution Md oppres ion, hich in the early half of 

the 19th century, forced tens of thousands of impoverished and starved son and 

daughters of Ireland to leave th ir native land nd to seek new homes - and th 

prolonged campaign of slanderamd revilement directed against them did not break 

the spirit of this valiant people• Their fortunes to ched bottom when the be n 

their heroic uphill fi ht for freedom, for hoe rule and for national di ity. 

Toward the olo e of the last century, t A erican poet, alt •• tman, spoke 

of Ireland s n "ancient sorrowful mother, one a queen, now lean and tattered, 

crouching over a gr ve." 

But the grave was not the goal of the Irish triots, many of whom p id with 

their lives, th t Ireland might be ~eaurrected. They fought relentlessly a ainst 

a po erful e. ire, in the fac of overwhelming odds , ith pen and ord, bove 

ground n under ound. any died, many more ere i risoned, others ere driven 

into exile. Their brothers nd sisters, t e Irish • J .America, though loyal i tizene 

of the United States, c e to th 1r aid, political 

the support of both political parties in our coun 

was adopted in the Sen te oft nited Statesa-

• 

and materially. 

1n ·ay 1919 a 

''Resolv d th t th Senate of the T nited State 
express its sympathy with the aspirations of thll 
Irish people for a government of their own choice.• 

They invoked 
& 

solution 

An the Iri h ople won throu h to victory& All this, as you can readily see, 

would not escape the attention of the fighters for the freedom of the Jewish eople, 

and for the ree t blishm nt of the Stat or Isr el. 

I can, therefore, understand cl arly enou h why an underground fl hter for 

the freedom of Ireland, lik r. Bri coe, is uch an ardent ch pion of e young 

State of Israel - nd why Je s ho fough for the freedom r Is el are such 

admirers of r. Bri coe ands ch fr1 nds of fre Ireland. 

I said at th outset that we are assembled here in such numbers for two purposes. -
The second rpose is to inau ate our 1957 C ai n for the Jewish t8 lfare Fund. 

Our Fund is a any-spl ndored thing, covering a 1 r r n ge of beneficence. That 

you have inau rated the Campaign most aU8piciou ly, the figures which have been 
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recorded here thi. evening clearly indic te. YO"J. are living up to the noblest 

tra itions of our community and to the hi h expectation which you have of yourse ves. 

It demonstrate a in that one should never los confidence in or people. en 

M0 ses, commiss oned by God to return to gypt and to summon the people of Ir el 

to freedom, expressed the fear, ( ) "They my not 

believe me" , the rabbis declared that ( ) 

"on this occasion oses spoke not plrperly". 

The heart of Israel is sound; its in tinct for surviva ure; its funda

mental loy ltie vering. At times the people ar confused nd sorely roubled. 

It is then the uty of its trusted lead rs to ve t light and replenish it f ith 

and courage, but never to doubt it. 

Had It , Is oul be inclined to dell on the im rtance of many or the 

a encies, local and national, hich re includ din ur Fund, and which co mend 

themsleves to our nerosity. I limit myself to one or two of the jor benefici riea 

because of th urgency of their needs, an their h storic ortance. 

Since e lat met in 1956, vents of ave nt have tr nspired which 

have ut Israe and the ear Eat on the front p rev ry news per in th worl 

and upon the lips of 11 men . As an ultimate ff t to put an en to an int ler le 

sitution, brought about by the diet tor of E t, asser, th t dw rf of the 1 

perched on the giant shoulders of communist Ru sia, ~reat rit in, Fr nc nd 

Israel struck into Egypt - the former to take bac th Suez C n 1 which s er 

had illegally sieze - the latter to s sh th mi lit ry forces of N ~er, hich 

had been mustered n lar number in the Sinai Penninua a, a on ith their vat 

arsenals of weapon and military equipment, forces ich ere poi ed to invad and 

destroy Israel . The campai hich Israel aged g in t . t was bri111 ntly success-

ful. n one hun hours, - hour , not days - the v unted might of as er wa 

broken nd h ttere , and his army complete y r te . The dw rf proved, in truth, 

to be, after 1 , nly a dw rf - with great lun er. The forces ot Great 

Britain nd Fr nee er oroceed n syste ticall7 jth the t kin over et the 

Canal Zone, when he T nited States intervened, a you ell know. n an o tburst 

tion it summon d the As embly ot the United Nations and 1th 



' -4-

the cooperation of the Soviet nion, whose hand ere just then re from the s bles 

of Hungary, and of the Ai n- frican 10c, succ d din havin a cease-fire rder 

ado t~d. Great Britain and Fr nee, res onsiv, s democr cies must be, to orld 

opjnion, even if moment rily sgu de, stopped t ir operations abruptly 

and withdrew fro the Canal zone. Jsrael too, ft r consi erab e nd l~rgely 

fru:1.tle s negoti tions, n in the face of t tened sanctions, also ithdrew 

behind the rmistice line. Tnited tions force as dis tched to the area 

to supervise the 1'1.aint nan e of ace. 1asser , though dee si vely beaten n the 

military plane, thu scored 9 major diplomatic tri ph. He is now back ag ·n, in 

full control of th Suez C nal. The E ptian Civil Admini tration i back again 

in za from which it d be n expelled~ Tne dw rf is on the ehoulder of the , ant 

again, cro ing abo t his glorious victories - laughing t the orl and fri htening 

it. 

To ay, ix m n h~ later, one wonders hether our governmen still f 1 a 

righteou and exal te bout its preci i tous int rv ntion. There are many , ho re 

incline to reca l t e or of e nes 

nFor such r~ghteo s act, m n de erve to go to 
heaven, and there be thrashed every day with rods." 

The pat year was v ry evere and trying on for Israelj one which te~terl 

it olitically - its statesmanship - its aturity and, economically, its p er of 

survival. Ir el has met these tests successfully. 

ven while the unnervin nd unsettlin events were taking pl .ce and all 

manner of host le pr ssures was being applied to it, Israe continued to admit 

thousands of new settler - in th first pl.see th victims of Egypt's acts of 

terror, expropri tion n expulsion. In pa sin , it i ht b noted that our 

governmer.t did n tease its immi ati n restrictions to permit the entranc of 

these victim of politi 1 persecution to our shores, as ithad done in th case 

0£ the HungAr1.an refugees, and that no mercy ir-lift was provided tort m. 

Nor di.d the United State call upon the Unit d N ti.on to il'lTestieate gpt's 

outrageou tre tm nt of its Jews - rreets,expulsions and economic str n lation 

and the revoc tion of ai tizenship, as it did in the case ot Hung r'1'• 



., 
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And hat pr~ 

Hammarskjold, o 

1 alis, the ecret ry-Genera of the United ·ations, r. 

been so olic tous bout e n~:n eve jot nd tit e of 
gypt •s overei ri ht, h s be n str ngely nute ·n the case of E t•s clear 

viol tion of the TTni ted T tion •s Declaratjon of :,n t i .,hts - hich st tes hat 

"no one all bjec to arbitrary rrest, o d ri.V\. of hi n tio al ·ty, or 

of hjs rop rt•" 

Isr 1 ha~ bee. ttin Je .sh refu oe fro ot er c untries el] -
North Africa, Hun ry, ~01 nd - some 18, 0 in the lat o months lon . It i 
e tim ted that 00, 00 111 come to Isr,· e this ear l Isarael has been c nst ct:ing 
thous nds of hous n n ts for thee ne arriVP s. t built nd co~nl ted, ~ ·ng 
these days of extreme str n and t nsion, a pi -line , . ich ill car oil from 
1 t .n he lf of Aqab to Beer- heb, t e tropo is of the Negev - .d t 

construction of another line has now been st rt to arry oil fro ther to 
port on the d tr nean . 

t coura i her - an ht vision! ( 

no weapon that is fo e aainst you hall succ • 

) 

!sr el ' r Qble r by no ans ov r; for here can e no ace in the ear 
East until our ove nm nt. ., which i the mo t po rfu factor n the Near ast 
situ dopt clear policy in ref r nee to that 1m ort nt r on an 
a sume cl r, u t n un q ivocal commitments t r • Such policy ha not yet 
evolved. t e rg , fr t~me to time., is so un redict ble act, on eric 's 
own n_ti tiv , itho11t prior consultation wit it, 1 lies nd without careful 
considerati n of con equ nces ., ch a the v rsa of it stand on th A an am 
or, on the other h n , a udden total ab<lic ti an referral of 11 Hear Ea"'t 

problems to th United 1" tions ithout ndic tin ts own position on the issue 

involved or a be ted milita commitment t th a dad Pct, or a pact th Saudi
Arabi on the ter of builling an irfhid, by th term or which th united St tea 
will continue to sell arms to Saudi- rabia and Jmerican officers will train the 

latter's army, d air per onnel, on con ·tion, of course, that no merican-
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Jew is to be included among these merican officers. Our government, presumably 

to advance the cause of the merican ideal of t hee ual rights for all its citizen8 1 

signed that agree ent. J onder if it would have si ed s ch an agreemen·~ if it 

called for a ban, not on American Jews, but on j merican Presbyterians, or merican 

Episcopalians, or merican Catholics. I recall the time when a Fresi ent o:f the 

United States abrogated a commercial treaty • th the powerful Czarist empire be

cause it discriminat d against American ·e ish citizens in the matter o hono ·ng 

American pass orts. Presumably the red carpe ·t i rol led out for those iho can s ak 

in the ame of 3100 llion barrels of oil, but the ru is pulled :fro under lihe 

feet of those ho can spe k only in the na e of the equal ty of mei·ican citizens 

and o:f their inalienable rights. 

Israel • 11, for so e ti e to co e., and until clear policy er1erges, ve 

to rely on itself - on its n po ers of self- efens and ill ave to build for 

strength. This i possi ble., and its r cent ex eri ces in Sin i y j stify a 

CSonfident prospect f or the future. 

fhat you re doine in t is c paign, dear fr 

are doing - is helping I sr 1 to build for strength. 

s, - what the Jes of America 

It is good to have had the pr i se of the Pr i dent o£ the United St te , de 

at the ti.'lle of t e wi t drawal of IsrAeli forces from Gaza and Sharm El Sheikh 

that, "Israel will have no cause to regret t hi stepn. It is even b tter to ow 

that a first-olav Isr, li fightin force is on nd to see that there ill b no -
cause :for regret. Legal e rta can al ys find loopholes in any pledge or romis 

hi. ch our over nt ake , and there ar plent of uch experts in our St te 

par'bn nt. But men o n by the thousan nd th tens of thou ands 1d the 

hundred of thousands., ho re trai ned nd prep red nd equioped to defend their 

homeland, will aot a de nd b nd powerful d t rrent to any polit cal adventurer 

in that rt of the orld. 

The sympathy of the free world is ith Isr e. Isr e seek no one's territo17. 

It is eager for eac th all its Arab nei h or. It is prep red ton tiate 

all outst nding 1 es ith them. It i l l, ho,-c .. 70r, insi t on t.he sam sover ign 

right which it concedes to them. And it will, 1th our aid, win through. The• 
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valiant lruildere and fighter and dreamers, will win through - in spite of all 

host11ities and co . pir . cies. 

I recall v·sit hich I nde to Russia in u~ust 1935. I ;ent to the Tzarske

Selo - the Palace of the Czars in the outskirts oi Leningrad. he alace d 

been converted by the oviet into ation 1 use !Ill nd it as ept exactly as it 

was le.ft by th zar and his f mily, before t y er carried off to t eir death. 

I pas ed throu h many room of the Palace nd finally came to a small library 

which a join d the b oom of the Czar and t .Le Czarina . 'here on one of the book-

shelves, I wa startled to fjnd ~ copy of Isr 

You can imagine h hou hts ran hrou h my 

1 Z n ill ' s, 11 eamers of the G et to• •• • 

nd at that omentJ the Tz r , the last 

of a long line of oppres ors of the Jews , ho enie them t eir elementary human rights, 

no long since ead, riddled ~h olshevik blllet - and here in bis former home, 

is this little v ~ e , "Dre er of the Ghetto', t e story of the opl whom the 

Czars sou ht t o d stroy, kee ing, as it e~e , a 1 nely vi il over all their vanished 

pomp and p r n glory ••• 

The Czar are dead. t the dr ers oft to 1 havin finally left 

many erk Ghettos h w, r their faith nd cc gc, built for the se v s, a d for 

tho e ho will f 1 them, l~nd of t eir o n an· free ho e of their n. 

They live ; live loriously and er tivelyL 

Ano e r eT.""'T•m • n d o s r in the r ho s nd in their sacrifice 1 even 

as e h re in heir rid. 

ir 
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Centu ·es of brutal persecution and oppression, hi.ch in the early half of 

the 19th century, ltt@,fM,. tens of thousands of impoverished and starved sons and 

daughters of Ireland to leave their native land and to seek new homes -- and the 

prolonged campaign of slander and revilement directed against them did not break 

the spirit of this valiant people. Their fortunes touched bottom when they began 

their heroic uphill fight for freedom, for home rule and for national dignity. 

Toward t,he close of the last century, the American poet, Walt 1'lh:i.tman, spoke 
\J of Ireland as an "ancient sorrowful mother, once a qeen, now lean and tattered, ,... 

crouching over a grave. 11 

But the gra e was not the goal of the Irish patriots, many of horn paid vii th 

their lives, that Ireland might be resurrected. They fought relentlessly against 

a powerful empire, in the face of overwhelming odds, with pen and sword, above 

ground and underground. Many died, many more were imprisoned, others were driven 

into exile. Their brothers and sisters, the Irish ·n America, thou h loyal citizens 

of the United States, came to their aid, politically and materially. They invoked 

the support of both political parties in our country. In Uay 1919 a Resolution 

was adopted in the Senate of the nited States:-

"Resolved t,hat the Senate of the United States 
express its sympathy ith the aspirations of the 
Irish people for a government of their own choice. 11 

And the Irish people won through to victoryl All this, as you can readily see, 

would rot escape the attention of the fighters for the freedom of the Jewish people , 

and for the reestablishment of the State of Israem. 

I can, therefore, understand clearly enough why an underground fighter for the 

freedom of Ireland, like r. Briscoe , is such an ardent champion of the young State 

of Israel -- and why Jes who fought for the freedom of Israel are such admirers of 

,r . Briscoe and such friends of free Ireland. 

I said at the outset that we are as embled here in uch numbers for two purposes. 

The second purpose is to i augurate our 1957 Campaign for the Jewish ,elfare Fund.A~ 

~hat you have inau rated most auspiciously, the figures which have been recored 
t 

here this evening clearly indicate. You are living up to the noblest traditions 

~~1 • 0V\JI.I.~,....~ jA. 
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of our community and to the high expectation which you have of yourselves. It ,. 
demonstrates again that one should never lose confidence in our peo le. en 

Uoses, commi sioned bY, God to r~tur to Egypt 
' Ii ,,,/,, /' J ., 

and to surmnon the people of Israel 

to freedom, expressed the fear, "They may not 
I'\ 

.) 2 ;\ 
believe me", the rabbis dee ared • • 

that "on this occasion .loses spoke not properly". 

The heart of Israel is sound; its instinct for survival sure; its fundamental 

loyalties unwavering. At times the people are confused and sorely troubled. It :is 

then the duty of its trusted leaders to give it light and replenish its faith and 

courage, but never to doubt it.' ft 
' 2 1 , 

et in 1956, events of gravest moment have transpired which 

put Israel and the Near East on the front pa of every newspaper in the world 

and upon the lips of all men. As an ultimate effort to put an end to an intolerable 

situation, brought about by the dictator of Egypt, Nasser , that dwarf the iJile 

perched on the giant shoulders of communist Russia} Great Britain, France and 

Israel struck into Egypt - the former to take back the uez Canal which Nasser 

had illegally siezed -- the latter to smash the military forces of asser, vbich 

had been mustered in large in the Sinai Penninsula, along th vast arsenals ,. 
of weapons and military equipment, poised to invade and destroy Israel. The 

" campaign i hich srael wa ed against gypt was brilliantly successful. In one hundred 

hours, - hours not days - the vaunted might of Nasser as broken and shattered, and 

his anny completely routed. The dwarf proved-to be, after all, only a dwarf with 

" great lung power. The forces of Great Britain and France were proceeding system

matically 1ith the taking over of the Canal Zone, hen the United States intervened, 

a~ you well know. In an outburst of righteous indi ation it summoned the As embly 

of the TTnited and with the cooperation of the Soviet Union, whose hands were 

ary, and he Asian-African loc, succeeded in 

having a cease-fire order adopted. Breat Britain and France, responsive, as 

democracies must be, to orld opinion, even if misgu· ed, stopped their operations(\ . ,, 
and withdrew from the Can 1. Israel too, after considerable 

" 
largely fruitless 

negotiations, and in the face of threatened sanctions , also withdre1 behind the 
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armistice line. A Tnited ations force was dispatched to the area to supervise 

the r aintenance of peace. asser , though decisively beaten on the military plane, 

scored a major diplomatic triumph. He is now back again, in full control of the 

Suez Canal. The Egyptian Civil Admin: stration is back again in Gaza from which 

it had been expelled. The dwarf is on the shoulders of the giant again, crowing 

about his glorious victories -- laughing at the world and-frightening it • . 
~ Today, six months later, one wonders whether our goverr.ment,(eels as righteous 

and exalted about its precipitous intervention. There are many who are inclined to 

recall the words of Heine • 

"For such a righteous act, men deserve to go to 
heaven, and there be thrashed every day with rods. 11 

The past year was a very severe and trying one for Israel, one which tested 

it politically - its statesmanship - its maturity and, economically - its power 

of survival. Israel~met both tests successfully. 

Even wh·le the unnerving and unsettlin even 

ed to it, thousands of 

new settlers -- in the first place the victims of E t•s acts of terror, expropriation 

and expulsion. In passing, it might be noted that our government did not ease its 
t;;" 

immigration restrictions to permit the entrance of these victims of political persecutio , ,... 
as it had done in the case of the Hungarian refugees, and that no mercy air-lift was 

provided for them. Nor did the United States call upon the United ations to investigate 

treatment of its Jews - arrests, expulsions
1 

citizenship, as it did in the case of Hungary. 

economic strangulation 

And that prim le alist, the Secretary-Ceneral of the United N tions, r. 

Hammarskjold, who has been so solicitous about defending every jot and tittle of 

gypt 1s sovereign rights, has been strangely mute in the case of Egypt•s clear 

violation of the United Nation's Declaration of Human ights - which states that 

"no one shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, or eprived of his nationality, or 

of his property." 

Israel has been admitting Jewish refugees from other countries,-.-- lorth Africa, 

i 
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Hungary, Poland -- some last two months alone. It is estimated that 
1001000 will come to Israel this yearl been constructing thousands of 

housing units for new arrivals. It built and completed, uring these da s of 

strain and tension, a pipe-line, which will carry oil from Elat on the Gulf of 

Aqaba to Beer-She a, the metropolis of the .regev -- and the construction of 

another line has been.o.i111111to carry oil from thee to~ pot on the editerranean. f' .) I /, ( c- ))•II f 
What courage is here -- and what vision! "No weapon that is formed against 

" you shall sue ceed" • 

Israel's troubles are by no means over; for there can be no peace in the Near 

ast until our government, which is i;,Qi~,.. the most powerful factor in the Near t. 
rast situation, adopts a clear policy in reference to that important region and I 
assumes clear, just and unequivocal commitments there. Such a policy has not yet 

evolved. ':'bat emerges, from time to time, is some unpredictable act, on· 

initiative, nithout prior consultation with its allies an without careful consid

eration of consequences, such as the revers 1 of its stand on the Aswan Dam or, on 
'(.. 

the other hand, a referral of all Near East problems to the United ations with-
a, belated out osi ion

1
or/military commitment to the Baghdad Pact , or 

a pact with Saudi-Arabia on the matter of building an airfield1by the terms of 

which the United States wj 1 continue to sell anns to Saudi-Arabia and American 

officers will train the latter's army, navy and air personnel , on condition, of 

course, that no Arnerican-3ew is to be included among these American officers. 

the equal ri its citizens, signed that agreement. I wonder if 

would have signed such an agreement if it called for a ban, not on American 

Jews, but on Amer~can Presbyteri ns, or American Episcopalians, or American Catholics. 

P.tesumably the red car et is rolled out for those ho can speak in the name of 

3,000 million baITels of oil, but the rug is pulled from under the feet of those 

who can speak only in the name of the equality of American citizens and of their 

inalienable 

Israel will, for some time to come 1 and until a clear policy emerges, have 



• 
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to rely on itself -- on its own powers of self-defense and will have to build for 

strength. This is possible, and its recent experiences in Sinai may justify a 

confident prospect for the future. 

VlhEt you are doing in this campaign -
/ 

is helping Israel to build for strength. 

the Jews of America are doing -

It is good to have had the promise of the President of the United States, made 

at the time of the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and Sharm El Sheikh 

that, "Israel will have no cause to regret this step". It is even better to know 

that a first-class Israeli fighting force is on hand to see that there will be no 

cause for regret. Legal experts can/' ind loopholes in any pledge or promise which 
~ 

our government makes, and there are plenty of our State Department . But 

men and women by the thousands and the tens of thousands and the hundreds of 

thousands, who are trained and prepared cand equipped to deff>nd thei homeJEnd, will 

act as a dependable and powerful deterrent to any political adventurer in that 

part of the world. 

The sympathy of the f'ree 1orld is with Israel. Israel seeks no one•s 

territory. It is eager for peace with all its Arab neighbors. It is prepared 

to negotiate all outst20ding issues w·th them. It rlll, however, insist on the 

same sovereign rights which it conce es to them. And it will, 1rlth our,id, win 

through. These valiant builders and fighters and dreamers, will win through -

in spite of all hostilities and conspiracies. 

I recall a visit which I made to Russia in August 1935. I went to the 

Tzarske-~elo -- the Palace of the Czars in the outskirts of eningra • The Palace 

had been converted by the Soviet into a National .:useum and ""W:t:mE. exactly 

as it was left by th Tzar and his family, before they were carried off to their 

death. 

I passed throu h many rooms of the Palace and finally came to a small library 

which adjoined the bedroom of the Czar and the Czarina. There on one of the bookshelves, 

I was startled to find a cony of Israel Zan • 11' s, 11 reamers of the Ghetto". • • 

You can imag·ne what thoughts ran through my mind at that moment; the Tzar, the 
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last of a long line of oppressors of the Jews, who denied them their elementary 

human rights, now long since dead, riddled with olshevik bullets and here in 

former home, is this little volu e, 11Dreamers of the Ghetto•, the story of the 

people whom the Czars a . sought to destroy, keepin , as it 1•1ere, a 

~'-'-,ta,:,,,. 

The Czars are dead. But the dreamers of the Ghetto, havin 
1

1eft 

dark Ghettos have, by their faith and courage, built for themselves, and for those 

who will follow them, a land of their own and a free home of their own. They live; 

they live loriously and creatively! 

And we are determined to share in their hopes and in their s~crifices, even 

as vre share in their oride. 



, 
... 

Centuri s of brutal persecution nd op_ ression, whi.ch in the early half' of 

th9 19th century, sent tens of thousands of im ove.rished and starved son and 

daughters of Ireland to le ve their na ive land and to seek new homes -- and the 

prolonged campaign of slander and revilement directed against them did not break 

the spirit of this valiant peo 1. Their fortunes touched bottom when they be n 

their heroic u hill fi ht for freedom, for ho rule and for national dignity. 

Toward the close of the last century, the American poet , Walt itman, spoke 

of Ireland as an "anci~nt sorrowf 1 mother, once a qeen, now lean and tattered, 

crouching over a ve." 

But the grave s not the goal of the Irish triots, many of whom paid • th 

their lives, that reJJ:ind ight be resurr ct • ey fought relentles ly a inst 

a p erful empire., in the face of overwhelming odds, with pen ~nd sword., above 

pround and underground. ny died, many more :ere imprisoned, otherR ere driven 

into exile. Their broth,r and 1i ter, the erioa, though loyal citizens 

materially. They invoked of the United States, c e to their aid, politi lly 

the s-11pport of oth ,.. lit c l rti in o r count • In ay 1919 a Resolution 

was adopted in the en te of the United States,-

"Resolved t.hat the S nate of the United States 
express its aympathy 1th the aspirations of the 
Irish p ople for a overnment of t ir own choice. 1 

And the Irish eo le won throu to victory& All this, as you can readily se , 

would not escape the attention of th fi hters for the fre dom of the Jewish people, 

and for the reestab 1i nt of the State of Isr • 

I can., th refor, un rstand clearly nou h hy n under ound fighter for the 

freedom of Irel nd, lik • Briscoe, i such n rde.t champion of the young State 

of Isr el - nd by J s ho fought for the f do of Israel are such admirers of 

r. Briscoe n uch frien of free Ireland. 

I said t the ou et that e r a.. embled r in such numbers for two purpo es. 

The ~econd pur o e i ugur te our 1957 C i fort he Jewish elf e Fund . 

That ou h ve in , r t d it, o t uspiciously, t,h figures which have b en recor ed 

here this evening clearly indio t • You are living up to the nobl st traditions 
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of our community and to the high expectation hich you have of yourselves. It 

demonstrates asain that one should never lose confidence in our people. n 

Yoses, commissioned by God to return to Egypt and to surmnon the people of Israel 

to freedom, expressed the fear, "They may not believe ffie", the rabbis declared 

that "on this occasion M ses spoke not properly". 

The heRrt of Israel is sound; its instinct for survival sure; its fundamental 

loyalties unwavering. At times the people are confused and sorely troubled. It is 

then the duty of its trusted leaders to give it light and replenish its faith and 

courage, but never to doubt it. 

Since we las met in 1956, events of gravest ,o ent have transpired which 

put Israe] and the Near ast on the front page o:f every newspap r in the world 

and upon the lip of 11 men. As an ultimate effort to put an end to an intolerable 

situation, brought about by the dictator of Egypt, asser , that dwarf' on the Nile 

perched on the nt s oulders of communist Ru~ i J Great Britain, France and 

Israel struck into Egypt - the former to take bacK the $uez Canal which asser 

had illega1Jy siezed - the latter to sma h the lit ry forces of Nasser, bich 

had been mu tered in large numbers in the Sinai ~nninsula, along wj t.h vast arsenals 

of wea. ons nd mili ry equipment, oised to invade &nd destroy Israel. The 

campaign ,,hich I rael waged against FbYPt was br: lliantly successful. In one hundred 

hours, - hours not days - the vaunted might of asser as broken and battered, and 

his army completely routed. The dwarf' proved to be, after all, only a dwsrf, with 

eat lung power. The force of Great Britain and France were proceeding system

matically with the taking over of the Canal Zone, wh n the United States intervened, 

a.s you well kn • In n outbur t of r hteo1s in ignation it, summoned t, e As embly 

of the lTni t,ed N ti ons and i th the cooperation o:f the Soviet Union , whose hands v.• re 

just than red wit the blood of Hun ary, and the A ian-African Bloc, succeeded in 

having a cease-:fire order adopted. Breat Britain and France, respons vc, as 

democracies must be, to orld opinion, even if misguided, stopped thei.r operations 

and withdrew from the C nal. Israel too, after cons:1.derable but largely frui tlees 

negoti~tions, and in the face of threatened aancti ins, also rithdre behind the 
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armistice line. ·ted . ti .. u fo::i.ce a!; disp1tc!1ed to the area to upervi 

the maintenance of peace. Tasser, though decjsively beaten on th url.lit cy plane, 

scored a major diplom tic triumph. He is no back gain, in full contr0l of the 

Suez Canal. 'I e ;, rptian Civil A . in· stration i ... ck ' g~in in (}a ~a from which 

it ad been e elled. he dwarf is on the sou ders of the giant again, crowing 

about his lorious victories - laughing at the orld nd fri htenine it. 

'l'oday, six , onths later., one wonders whet er our government feels as rl. hteous 

and exalted nbout its precipitous interv ntion. There re many ho are inc i a to 

recall the 11ords of l'eine, 

"For such a righteo s act, 1an deserve to o to 
heaven, and there be thrashed ev ry da with rods." 

'!'he past year as ~ very severe and trying ne "or Isr el, one h!.ch tested 

it politi~lly - its state nship - it maturity and, conomically - its p er 

of survival. Israel me. both tests succ s fully. 

Even hile the unn rving nd unsettling ev nt er taking place ar.d all 

kinds of hostil. pre ur .. we..1.e applied to it, I itting thous~nds of 

new settler - in he first plac evict ms cf t• acts of terror, expropriation 

and expulsion. Ir pas ing, it might be noted that our government did not ease its 

immigration re triction to pennit the entrance of thee victims of politic 1 persecution, 

as it had done in the case ot the Hungarian refuge , and that no mercy air-lift s 

provided for them. or d d the nited ~t ts call upon the Unit d 1ations to investigate 

Egypt• outra ou treatment of its J w - arr ts, xpulsion - conomic strangulation -

revocation of citizenship, sit did in the c e of Hungary. 

And that pri 1 list, the ecre ary-0 ner 1 f the United . tion, Ir. 

Hammarskjold, who has been so solicitous about def n in ev ry jot and tittle of 

Egypt's sovereign right , has been strangely u in the case of Egypt 's clear 

violation of the United N tion•s Declar tion of Hu n ights - hich st t t 

•no one shall be ubj ct to arbitrary arrest, or e iv d or his n tonality, or 

of hi property." 

Isra l ha been a itting Jewish refuge from the countrie - rt Africa, 



• ... 
• -5-

Hungary, Poland - some 2),00 n t: e l a t t-..o .. , 41'_, !lc- a ne . It is estimated that 

100,000 will come to Is el this year! r~ h 9 been constructing hou nd or 

hoasing units for the new arrivals . It built ~nd c rnpleted, uring thee days ot 
strnin and tension, a pipe-line , -:,hich ill car-t\T oil fr-om ,]At on the Gulf of 

Aqaba to Beer-3he' , the etropolis of the ~~gev - and the construction of 

another line has be~n begun to c rry oil from thee to a port on the editerrane n. 

t courage i here - an 

you shall succeed". 

hat • .i..sionl "No eapon that is formed a inst 

Israel I s tr ubles ?. e by no means over, for there can be no peace in the ar 

E.ast until our goverrune t , ~hi.ch is tod the 11103t :oo erful factor in the N ar 

clear policy in referenc o th t i.mnortant re on and ast situation, adopts 

assumes clear , u t d unequivocal commitments ther • Such a olicy ha<1 not et 

evolved. t emerges , from time to time , is som unpredictable act, on its own 
initiative , ithout prior consultati n with its a11·e and without careful consid-
eration of consequ nee , such as the reversal o •• 

the ether hand, a total referral of all Near E---st 

i be ted out indicating it own • rm position or ilit • co 1 

t nd on the Aswan Da or, on 

United J tion 

tment to t .e -aghdad Pact , or 

a pact with Saudi-.· abia on the tter orb ilding an airfi ld by the ter 

which the United S tes wi 1 continue to sel a ~ o vaudi-Arabia and American 

officers will tra·n h latter ' s army, navy and ir rsonnel, on condition, of 

course, th t no Americ n-i is to be included~ nc t ese eric· n officers . 

President lsenh r 1 pres bly to advance th c u9e of the A eric n ideal of 

the equal ri ht of all of ·t citizens, sign d h t a ,reement . I wonder if' 

he ould l~ve igned ch an aureement if it ca .led for a ban , not on American 

th-

Jew, but on A erjcan Pre byter· ns, or Americ n •piscopalinns , or Americ n C tholics. 

P.t.esumRbly t red c r i rolled out for th e who c n e k in the name of 

3,000 million b ?Tels o oil, but, the rug is 11 d from under the feet of those 

hoc n a nly in the name of the equality of meri n citizens and of their 

inaliena le hum r ghte . 

Israel will, for some time to co e , and until cle r policy m r es , hava 
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t o rely on itself - on its 01fil powers of self- defense and will have to bui) d for 

strength. This is os 0 ible, nd it~ recent e erl nces in Sinai my ju tify 

confi ent pro~pect for the future . 

#Mt you --re doin in this campaign - hat the JeTrn of America are doi g -

is helpin Israel to bui}d for strength. 

It is ood to have had th nromise of the President of the Unit d St tes, made 

at the time of t .ithdre. al of Israeli fores ro Gaza nd Sha El Sheikh 

that, "Jsrael ill have no ca 1se to regret, this tep11 • It is even better to kno 

that a first-cl. s Isr eli fighting force is on · h nd to s e that there will b no 

cause for regret. Legal experts can find loopholes in ny pledge or o se .h~ch 

our goverment 

men and women 

s, nd there are plenty of th in our v tate Department . But 

the thousan o.nd the tens of thou nds and the hu dreds of 

thousands, ho are trained nd repared :tmd equipp d to def nd their homeland, will 

act as a dependable and 

part or the world. 

The sympathy oft 

erful et rrent to a· political a .venturer in that 

fre orld is with Isr el. Israel se ks no one•s 

territory. It i ager for peace with all its Arab nei hbor • It • epared 

to negotiate a l out t"'nd ng i u s with them. It 11, h ev r, ins st on the 

same sovereign ri hts hich it conce es to them. lnd it ill, with ouraid, n 

through . These vali nt builders and fighters d dre ers, ill n throu h -

in spite of all host·lities and cons iracies. 

I recall v1 it which I made to Ru si in Au st 1935. I ent to the 

Tz r ke- ~elo - th P lace of the r.zars in the out k:irts of T eningrad . Th Palace 

had been converted by the Sovi t into a ation 1 sewn nd they kept it exactly 

as it wa left by th Tz r d hi f mily, befor they ere carrie off to ir 

death. 

I pa ~ d throu h man roo s of the Palace and finally came to a small librU7 

whlch adjoined th bedroom of the Czar nd the Czarina . There on one of the book bllTea, 

I was st rt,le to find copy of Isr el Zn ll ' s , " amers of th Ghetto" ••• 

You can imagine hat tho hts ran hrou h mi t ht mm ntJ th Tz r, the 
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last of a long lie of oppressors of the Jews, ho denied them their elementa. 

human rights, now long since dead, riddled with olshevik bullets - end he~ in 

its former home, is this little volu, e, "Dreamers of the Jhetto", th tory of t.h~ 

people whom the Czars persecuted and sought to dest~oy, keeping, es it were, 

lonely vigil over all thet vanished pomp and po r nd glory. 

The Czars re dead. But the dre mers of the hetto, h~vin left their ey 

dark Ghettos ha.VP.; by their faith nd courage, built for themselves, and for thos 

who will follow them, a land of their own and a free home o:f their own. hey live; 

they live loriousl and creatively. 

And e re deter ined to share in their ho sand in their sacrifices, e~ n 

as we share in the r ride . 
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1l;y dear friends, you have assembled here, 1n such large numbers, for o 

purposes I first, to pa honor to a brave n, hose Irish luck and Jewish zel, 

made him Lord ayor of' Dublin. 

Ireland, they say, is a country in which•the probable never happens, but the 

impossible alw ys does•. And what was more • .. JUIJV\;Jsible' in the minds of tho who 

do not know the npredictable Irish, than for n orthodox J to be elected ch f 

magistrate of the princi 1 city of Catholic Irels. • 

But there re two place in the world whe s still happen - Ir land 

and Isr el. Our tra tion has it that the mill ni , when it co es, wi 11 be p -

ceded by two essialll!I, one, the e siah ben Joe h, nd the other, essi h ben 

David. ell, the election of Jn to be yor of Dublin, means th t the e iah 

ben Joseph has c • 

mean th t the essiah 

arrived. 

n an Irishman will be elected l/yor of Jerusalem, it will 

n David has come, am the llenium will have definitely 

I am her n nd teful for '. Bri coe•e pre ence in our dst tonight, 

f'or Ireland a ch in our minds when e carried on our long, often bitter, 

struggle, for th stablishnent of the St te or I r el. The hi toric experience 

or the Iri h ople wa o remini cent or our n hat their lon , uphill tru 

for freedaa, was an inspiration nd challen e to u , a was the loyalty of the 

Irish Americans to their ncestral home. 

Centuries of brut 1 rs cution and oppr 

the 19th century-, sent tens or thousand of it 

and daughters to le th 1r native land nd to 

sion, hich in the early half' of 

impoverished n starved sons 

kn homes - and rolon ed 
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campaign of lander and revilement did not break the spirit of this valiant race. 
Thetr fortunes touched bottom when they began their heroic fi ht for freedom, for 
home rule and for their national dignity. 

Toward the clo e or the last century, the erican poet, alt fui tman, poke 

of Ireland as an "ancient sorrowful mother , once queen, now lean and tatt red, 
crouching over a rave." 

But the ave was not the goal of the Irish patriots, and maey of them p id 

with their lives, that Ireland might be resurrected. They fought v liantly, with 

pen and sword, above ground and underground• Many of t em died, many ere prisoned, 
many were driven into exile, and their brott-ers and sisters, though loyal citizens 

of the United States, came to their aid, politically and materially. They invoked 

the supnort of oth politic 1 rties in our own ,ountry. In ay 1919 a Resol tion 
an adopte in th en t~ or he :f.ted StateeJ-

'Resolved that the Senate or th 
express its sym tey ith the a pi 
Irish people for a overnment of the 

tate 
n~ of the 

choice." 

And the Irish people won through to victory. Al.1 this as very much in the 

minds of Jewish fighter for th freedom t the Je ish people and the reest blisbment 

of the State of Isr el. 

I can 'Wlderstand clearly enough, therefore , q_v- an underground fi hter for the 
freedom of Ireland, like • Briscoe , is such 9ll ar ent champion of the youni State 
of Israel - and why those of us who ve fought for th freedom of Isr el are such 
ac:birers of r. riscoe an such friends of free Ireland. 

I said t the out et, that e are sscmble here in such 1 rge numbers, :for 

two purpo es. The second is to inau rate our 1957 Campaign for the Jeri sh elfar 
11\lnd. That you ha~ ina r ed it most auspiciouszy, the figures which are recorded 
here this evening clearly indic te. You re living up to your noblest traditions-
and the high expectation which you have of yours lvee. One should never lack confidence 
in our people. n osea, commissioned b7 God to return to Egypt and to summon bhe 
people of Israel o freedom, expressed the fear, "T y may not believe me, the rabbi• 
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declared that "our oses spoke not proper~ • 

The heart of Isr el i s sound; its instinct for survival sure; its fundamental 

loyalties unchangeable. At times it is confused nd sorely troubled. I t is t hen 

the duty of its t sted leaders to give it li ht and to replenish i t s f 1th and 

courage, but never to dou t it. 

Since we last met in 19.56, vents of gravest mom bt have transpired hich 

put Israel and the ear Est upon the front page of every newspaper in t he world 

and upon the lips of all men. In a determined effort to put an end to an intolerable 

situation, brought about by the diet tori of Egypt, a ser, that dwarf on the Ni l e , 

who was perched on the giant shoulders of communist Russia, eat Britain, France 

and Israel struck into · gypt, - the former t o t ake back the Suez Canal, which as er 

had illegally s sed,- the latter to smash the military forces of Nasser, which were 

mustered in la.rie numbers in the Sinai Penninsula, together ith staggering arsenals 

of military equi nt, poised to invade and destroy I rael. The campaign which 

Israel waged gainst Egypt was brilliantly succ 1, nd in one hundred hours, 

the vaunted might of F.igy~ sser lay broken, sc ttered a d completely routed. The 

dwarf proved after all, to be on dwarf, with t lung power. The forces of 

great Britain nd France proceeded systematically o the taking over of the Canal 

when t United State intervened, s you w 11 know!?fn an outburst ot right ous 

ind:1gnation, summoned the a sembly of the aiited N tbns, ard ith the cooper tion 

of the Soviet Union, and the Asian-African Bloc, voted ase fire order. Great 

Britain and Fr nee, re ponsive, as De ocracie must be, to orld opinion, topped 

their operations and withdrew fraa the Canal. Israel too, after considerable, but 

largel.1' fruitless negotiations, and in the race of threatened sanctions, also with

drew behind the armistice line. A United tions force was dispatched to the area 

to supervise the intenance ot peace. Nasser, who was d cisiveq beaten, is now 

back again, in full control of the Sues Canal - the Egyptian Civil Administration 

is back again in Gasa, from which it had been expelled - the dwarf is on the houldere 

of the cr01ring about his great victorps - laughing t the world am 
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tr1 ghtening it. 

Today, six months later, one onder whether our government feels s ri ht ou 

about it~ precipitous intervention in this affair. 

words of Heine, 

ome re inc lined to r c ll the 

The past 

"Fors ch a righteous act, men deserv to go to 
heaven, and there be thrashed eve day with rods." 

year was a very severe and trying one for Israel, one hich te sted 

it politic 1~ - it st tesruanship - its turity and, econo ically its pow r of 

survival. Under terrific economic strain and re uced income, Israel met both tests 

eucce sfully. en 11hile these unnerving and unsettling ev nts were taking place 

(and they are still taking place) Israel was admitting thousands of news ttlers -

victims of E t~ terror expropriation and ex sio. In passin, it mi ht b noted 

that our government id notes ite inmigration restrictions to rmit the entr nee 

of these victims of politic l persecution, i h done in the case of the Hun arian 

refugees, nd ths no m rcy air-lift a provi e or • Hor did it call upon the 

United N tions to inv stig te Egypt• outr geous t a ent of Jew -- aITe ts, xpulsions -

economic strangu.1at·on - revocation o citizenship, sit did in the ca of Hnn ary. 

And why, one o der , is that prim ali t, the 'ecretary-Generalct" the United 
I 

N, tions, • IJlllers ld , who ha been, and is, so solicitous about defending every 

jot and tittle .of E '.YP 1 overeignty - l:tr has he not poken out in indi tion , in 

t case of t•s cle r violation of the Unit d tion•s Declaration of human rights 

which tates that "no on shall be subject to arbitrary arrest, or deprived of hie 

nationality, or of hi 

Ier el has b n 

'7 ro rty.• , 

tting Jewish ref'u es fro other countries - North rica, 

Hungary, Poland - som 201 000 in th last two onths alone. It is estimated that 

1001 000 wi ll come to Israel thi yearl It constructed thous nd of housing unite 

for the klmi~aft-tter- arrivals. It built and completed ,llu.rin these da of 

strain and tension, a pipe-lin , which will carry oil fro Elat on the 1t of Aq 

to Beer-Sheba, the metropolis of the Negev - and the conetruction of another line 
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has been be gun to carry oil from a port on the Mediterranean. This opens a vast 

new vista upon the future economic growth :and developnent or the young State. 

What courage is here - and what visionL "No weapon that is formed against 

you shall succeed"• 

Israel •s troubles are by no means at an end• for there will be no peace in 

the Near East until our government, which is today the most powerful factor in 

the Near East situation, adopts a clear policy in reference to that important 

region and assumes clear, just and unequivocal commitments there. Su.ch a clear 

policyhfl not yet evolved. What emerges, from time to time, is an unpredic ble 

initiative, wi. thout careful consideration of consequences, such as the reversal 

of our stand on the building of the Aswan Dam, or a total referral of all Near 

East problems tot he United H tions, or an isolated military commitment to the 

Baghdad Pact, or an Airfield to_r Arms Pact with Saudi- Arabia, by the terms ot 

which the United States will continue to sell arms ~ udi-Arabia and American 

officers will train the army, navy and air person'el}' of Saudi-Arabia. On condition, 

of ~ourae, that no American-Jew is to be inolnded ong these American officers. 
I 

President Eisenhower, presumably to advance the cause ot the A\terican ideal ot 

Democracy and of the equal rights ot all 0£ its oi tizens, signed that agreement. 

I wonder it he would have signed such an agreement if it called for a ban, not on 

American Jews, but on American Presbyterians, or American Epiecopalians, or American 

Catholics. Presumably the red carpet is rolled out for those who can speak in the 

name of 31000-billion barrel• 0£ oil. But the rug is pulled from under th feet 

ot those who can speak only in the name ot the equality of the American citizens 

and their inalienable human rights. 

Israel will, for some time to cane, and until a clear policy emerges, have to 

rely on itsel.t - on it own powers of selt-detense and build for trength. Thie 

is possible. And its recent experiences may ju tify a confident prospect for the 

future. 

What you are doing in this campaign - what the JPJWs of America are doing is 

helping Israel to build her staength. 
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It ie good to have had the pro se of the President of the United States, which 

as made t the time of the ·thdr al of Isrne forces fro Gaz and Shar 1 heikh 

that, "Israel will have no cause to regret this step". It is even better to know 

that a first class Isr eli fightine force is on hand to see tha t.here ill be no 

cause for regret. Legal experts can find looph•lee in ny pleoge or promi e hi ch 

our government s, nd there are plenty of them in our St t Department. But 

men and omen by the thousands ad the tens of thousands nd hundred of thous nd, 

who are trai n d and pre red nd equipped to defend their hom land, ill act as a 

powerful deterrent to ny political adventure int t part of the orld. 

The sympathy of the free orld is with Isr el. Israel seeks no one•s territory. 

It is eager for peace ith all it Arab neighbors. It is prep red tone oti t 11 

outstanding issues ith them. It will h01' ver, insist on the same sovereign rights 

which it concede to .1111 1 ts neighbors. It will, th our aid, win through. hese 

nliant builder nd fighters and dreamers, 11 win through - in spit of all 

hostility. 

I recall a visit which I made to Russia in u st 193.5. I went to the 

Tsarske-Selo - t Palace of t. Czars on the outskirt• of u,ningrad. The Palac 

had b en converted by the Soviet, to a aational seum and ~hey kept it exactly a 

it was left by the Tzar d his .family, befor th er carri doff n executed. 

I pass d throu h ny roan o the P lace and finally came to a s 11 Library 

adjoining the bedroom of the Csar and the Czarilw. and there on one of t book helves, 

I was startled to see copy of Isr 11 Z ngwill'•, •~w•"""'i-"'...,"Dreamer1 of the Ghetto"• 

You can imagin what thoughts r n through udnd e.t tb.tJ.-:•, mo1r&ent_1 the ~r, the 

last of a long lin of oppr ssora of th Jewe, oo denied them t ir ele ntary 

human right•, now long sine dead, riddled with Bolshevik bull ta - and her ia 

this little vol.wae, •Dreamer of t Ghetto", th story of the indomitabl f 1th 

and coura of the Jewe whom the Czars pers outed, keeping, as it were, a lonel.7 

vigil over hi v ni bed pomp and power e.nd lory. 

The Czar r d d. But the drea r of th Ghetto have left their ny dark 



Ghettos in the orld, and have, by their faith and courage and ideals, built for 

thems lves, and tho e ho ill foll them, 

of their mm. 

land of their cmn and a free hom 

And e e deter d to sh re in their hopes and in their sacrific s, even 

as -. e share in th ir pride . 
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Kindly m ii r rv t1on , with ch ck. in nclo d nv lope. 

Re rv t,on ccept d up to c p city of the B llroom. 






