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• LIEL IL t c~ • 

Judais1 is niv rsali tic faith in the stewar ship of a people hich 

reg rded itself as bound to it by an historic covenant . The people of I rael 

oommitt to c r its univ rsal God idea an all hat fl fro tin 

t . s of human bro h rhood , j stice and ace , to the whole of mankind . It 

ac epted a specific discipline and ay of life, d fine in th Torah, in order 

to insure the effective accomplishment of this mission . This discipline i not 

interfere th its univers 1 spiritual and thie 1 doctrines which er nev r 

monopolized by th J i h people . They ere offer d freely to the hole orld . 

All en , regardle of race or st tus er elco d into the faith . , o of 

Israel's fore ost le ders nd teachers ere de ts of proselytes, incl din 

Kin vid, to whom 1 ter s trac d the lin 

on-Jews who er not prepare to accept ll discipline, inclusiv of 

custo and c remoni 1 la s , were nevertheless lco ed aa "Ood- fearere" • Their 

status was regarded sin no ay inferior to th t of the full fledged embers of 

the household of era 1. Ju aism never clai d to be th one nd only channel 

for salvation. Rt r, it held to the conviction that "the righteous among 

gentiles 111 haVi a portion int world to come" . (Toseft , Sanhedrin 13.2) 

Its dominant hope not to conv rt the whole world to Judaism but to convert 

the hole world to d. Th one univer 1 God doe not r quire one uniVi real 

church in hich to orship d, but one univ rs 1 evotion . Accor ingly, though 

J dai was e e ned to preserve it own spiritual identity, undiminis d, in 

a world hich w s given over o pow rtul synoreti tic tendencies , it never isolated 

i 1f ir tually, except in p riod or rseoution hen isolation w sin fact 

for ed upo it , or wh nth rroundin cultur re found to be mora ly noxious 

nd a enac to it n e ntial valu s . 
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hil i co tant • w re of it 

c racer, it n r r j c ed opport n t· to .o 

b ilding oft od oci ty, ir in _t n c 

nor id it tion th ir po itiv rol in the 

. n n r o .. u • n ry 

r e 1th oh r ra· h i th 

·on , re er nt oft eirs , 

plan or history. 

n oth r 1 

pr ring th 

true Go • 

J s s , as el s ohamm d, a divine instru nt 

y fort univer 1 conversion of nkind to faith int one 

Jdimd lo t o h h ge it on r cteri tic tyl , a t I 

it on vi o , it co n fo o or hip. It poses es it o tr -

tion ba d o Tor h n cov na t . It dherent to ay f nd inspir tic>n nd 

pirit 1 cont nt nt it, id heir ath r for t em , nd they h to 

contin t hi tor t t t n the co ·gur tio of other reli o 

.ultur • O h r ligion 1 ,oo, v lo d th ir c r ct ri tic w y s d on 

their uniq tr ition and r· enc • The h hich 11 reli • ns 

in conmon n uch hioh diff rent·at ir co on purpo int 

worl ill not b r r or a 1 ere all t , philo ophi , 

and reli ion cast nto on ol , • nkin oul b th oorer for it . nwillin 

to eco iz dif nc in reli on i no ev d nc of ro dmindedness. To ign r 

th s differ cs i too rloo th pc hi.ch xi ted in the pat and 

o 1 r y doc rin hich o not e is in nt . 

h t e pt to glo 

fici 1 ct i h 

th it tion . 

to th r on h 

on io iti 

hould be , 

Ther r 

diff r n of oo ill 1 8 r­

0 or t r liti o 

fr b tt ran c c to loo for w ys of orking 

of orthr ht c nit on f i imil riti r hr than 

s pti no i n ty. Loy 1 y t on ' fit c n b , 

1 rg r loy lty of 1th en r lly. 

tar o co on it r t in h1.ch 11 11 on ca coo 

r in t l h lpf 1 n c , influ c n on nother n l rnin 

on no r . 




