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l<>-µ( fbft ~ ;,,,I J (/ 

~ ~- T4>(µ.fn A ~ 
inAScriptures that King Asa and his son,~ Jehosaphat, h~ 

destroyed every form of idolatry in Judah. lVhy, then, askett the Rabbis, is King 

Hezekiah, who ruled much later, credited with having 'ii&~~e~ the brazen 

serpent - the ~ax 
, '" .,~ ... A., / H • 

It must therefore be, they reply, that l!e~dMl'llfl anceste~tl'-~omething 

f i 1~ ~' / I, }2,/1, f In tl:3> f pn undone whereby 

Nechustan.-

distinguish himself. 

I am~~Ullu.J=~;-Q-e-'bfl4~~~~i-,;{,hat on the subject of Israel's Tenth Anniversary 
w.t.. .e. .. ---~ 

my revered colleagues have left nothing ~nspoken or unwritten whereby I might 
r " 

distinguish myself. 

My one excuse for speaking on this subject tonight is that I was invited by 

your pro ram chairman to do so quite a long time a o
1
_...~ the oratorical vines had 

...-consolation is the assurance of our sa es that the more 

P', theme of - the more praiseworthy is he. 

The re-establishment of the State of Israel, hose 10th Anniversary the 

Jewish world is celebrating this year, belongs to ,....e continuing drama~ 

MMonl!:i redemption which began in the dawn of our history with the Exodus f 

Fgy t and wi 11 continue througtlf-he edictable years,.until the ~ JI Jf; :i) /J [ L'(., 
~ A ____ ....._. __ ._ ___ ......, ___ ~ ___ J ___ _ 

the Perfect redemption rael an nkind 
fl 

ery mountains will bear 

ea ce and the hi J ls ri ghte ousne s s" •4P•, 7f. J,. 

f the State of Israel is 
A 

final act in this drama of 

universal salvation, ..-,is an essential part in tJ:Mt-unfoldment. It is ilia. inevitable 
~Li.JIii'~.,~• .. I 

lin /"ind• the generations of our history together from the initial covenant which 

was made with Abraham:"To your descendants will I give t~ land" to the ultimate 
u , {) rf· L..A~ to 

vision of the latter days" - when all the nations of -tf... .L4,,,..,"" will acknowled e 
\J • ,_._.. !.. L,a.4 ---~ ~ ,. 

the sovereignty o God/4.bdwill abide by His eternal laws of :ustice, brotherhood 
,.. I- I' 

and peace . 

ven as the re-establishment of Israel is not an ~vent, neither is it 

achievement 
0\-4i clusivel of"'-1MI eneration. Our literature knows of certain 

generations which are specificially remembered because of a single act - usually 



G) 2 

catastrophic - for which it was responsible: the 3 ;,-/~ I')) J ft flu, ) /, If) if., 
"",li , ) J 1 t '()IA. g.c_ _ ____,_t;----------,.7-----------=---------____....-
/"' national redemption :i:s:' not ,..credited to any one eneration. Therefore we speak 

/\ not of the p JuJ ;) ) J:? but of the (? Jt11 ';) ..../\ /;,1 J re ferri ng ta s ■r l a..v-. 
entire age, or epoch, whose limits are not defined. Our generat~o~as singularly . 

~~-fra.. ~ t4- ~v~,Jr/f 
privileged to witness the eeffl'fRemorat:iJn of an enterprize"-~a-1~~ era ions 

the State of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, not laid that 

year. or in 1917, the year of the Balfour Declaration; nor in 1897, the year of 

the first Zionist Con essJ nor in 1882, the year of the founding of the first 

Zionist settlement in Palestine. Its foundations were laid secure long ago in the 

its 

The dream of redemption was~e day the Temple was destroyed. 8e ~M~~e 

~.iist.,, of achievement belongs /o all Je s everywhere and to the generc?.tions of 
/.),0 

Jew~ho are not here 

and~vindication mig t 

but who hoped and labored and sacrificed /'that the victory 

be had. 

The beautiful Psalm 30, you will recall, begins with the words: 

a ),3 t J\J2..)) .6,.)/Jf) 2ft )/4,{/ "A Psalm; A song~i,iA 

at the Dedication of the Ternole.of Beel~' ow King David, of course, did not 

dedicate the Temple. That was the privilege f his son Solomon who built it. 
f 

Commentators found themselv~in difficulty~tempting to discner to what 
4 ~~ ,. 

dedication by King avi ~re/erk>- ~ome thought that it referred to the royal 

residence which Hiram, King of Tyre bujlt for David A,ifi •Ml 5J!.I)-r Others said I • 
that it alluded to the~ the threshin floor which David purchased fran Ornan 

the Jebusite, where he an altar to God,and concernin which David said: 

"Here shall be the house of the Lord God." ~ Sta. on, ee ,l ➔ . Perhaps the wisest 



exolanation is that given in tidrash-, ~~ • /2.,41..i-M-;-
; itself on the Verse in 

_____ ))_J.__, ___ aJ _____ (; ____ h ....... (..1_~~1_!0 ___ 2.__.J ...... J ... u_
9

e~: ?o ten~s a fig 

tree will eat its fruit" - it concludes that God does not ny ma1his 

Proverbs t:2:7...½8{ 

just reward - even if he did not actualJy plant the tree but only tended it. Take 

the case of Davida 

but because D8 vid set 

Solomon, continues the tidras1}J ,Solomon bujlt the Temple 

/t 
hit heart on building it, and~ic2ted his energies to it -

as it is wri ttens "Remember, 0 Lord, in David I s favor ~ the hardships he .\HIQeiaw1Rt; ~ 

how he swore to the Lord and vowed to the l:f/i.gp.ty one of Jacob, "I will not 

enter my house ••.. r will not give sleep to my eyes •.• until I find a place for the 

Lord, • dwelling place for the ~ghty ~of Jacob" (.Pe-. 1312,½-~- God did not 

diminish his reward - even though he failed to build it - ascrjbed 

at the dedication of the Temple". 

This exalted Psalm, by the way, which of rsonal redemption from 

danger and death - was by our people • also to national 
recited 

redemption. Psalm was a•••~t the dedication of the Second Temple and at tts 

rededication in the days of the ~accabees. 

Cbanukah. I heard its superb ,,a 'tl.A ~ 
It is recited in ynago on 

IJ 

over and over again ~~h the 

profoundly movin Tenth Anniversary telebration in Israe~..Jl'il.J:u..c~...i.-..w..r..-~~~~8,Q.. 

3 

witAe~, when a 'jAA C,J-p o~le, - refugees, exiles, native-born, alike, .i ~ 
out the deepest emotion of 'ti¥> sou in one glorious Hallelujah for its redemption, 

the freedo 11 0 Lord, Thou hast brought 

up my soul from the nether-world, restored me to life from among those gone down 

to the pit '' .... Thou hast turned my mourning into dancing; Thou hast loosed my 

sack,cloth and ·rded me with gladness". "Weepin , may tarry for the 

ni ht, ~joy comef with the morning" . 

~n very truth ) rr~ ) f 2.~ 

those who had for~o lo dwelt in darkness 

o1 ~~~~M~;~. twas it
1

tha ha pened ten years a o that caus?us to -

~ come for 

~ 

that 

1 t th t ·11 b c of lad and grateful commemoration event ten years a er, a wi ea sour e 
• 

for Jews Jmc:gx everywhere all future times? 



---There are spirjtual problems which confront the pe~-of the State of srael 

and there are the problems of relationship between +-b,a~ it.a }-&Qpl.a and 

the Diaspora . 

Concernin the spiritual problems of Israel it would be well for us here 

not to crowd for their 

them an~ trying to ;. 

quick solution over there. The Israeli are fully aware of 

solve them. ·11 take t· considerable time The 

disposal of some of these problems 

{i[>tl/11 ~/2 ) The 

~-~ ~---·» r,pJ 
absentee expert and critic/4 the sidewalk engineer and 

architec\ can be of little help here . ~ ~ 

Israel today is Mtt, very truth a _.A.(1/J: n~J a vast
1 

/. 

largely recent in athering of Jews from the four corners of the earth~ r 
from different cultures, backgr~nds and sharply divergent ways of life. .~any of ~ 

tme ~QeRt ~giaaRt&. are centuries apart in their v10rld outlook ~tandards of 
I 

taste and values and }P their basic interests . 

a.i..Nfny agencies of the Goverrunent are working har 

l,A~egM~eQ fifid homogen1>us people hich will be nossessed of ... ..___ 

n 
~ 

common 
I' 

and 

inspired b~ni'~ef~~~~~~~HL1l_-4~~~~)M'. is a difficult task 
p 

which is a avated still more by the fact that ,... the Government it~elf is frequently 

embarrassed by the multiplicity of poliFcal 
lJ ~ ~\M.. 

intra sigent partisanship . Israel may some 
/\ 

similar to that throu h which 

political intolerance exist& e.leo 

reli ous intolerance non-Jews, but towards fellow-Jews . 
.A?. 

There in up a veritable Kultur-jsmpf in 

ven here, 

tradition of religious tolerance there has been 

Israel and repercussions of it 
I 

in spite of a long establisred 
~ 

developing aw, ultra-orthodox ~~ 

sz:~ aACi,a fanatical clericalism which prides itself upon rejecting every form of 

cooperation with other Jewish reli ious bodies and which has publicly ex-communicated 

rabbis who do not subscribe to its tenets . 
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• t.boae o.t othere-r 

There are many young peop;r -- a lts-- in Israel who are not synagogue-

minded. Jews• ,a,, fie re are suclj,.-1 our own country. Mare no less morallt 

or socially-11linded. There are
1 

many idealists among them whose ~*•la~ foun 

expression a:.ft~~t+'I-H-fft@~ in the building the defense of their country, in forms 
i V6. ,J, •v,. 

of cooperative living and Haluziut
1
and in ~tandards of self-labor. Our 

' I 

prophets would not have frowned upon these objectives. But these young people 

are not r igious in any formal sense. Faith, prayer and religious ~, 

except ~at~•• possess some historic or nationalistic 't-'o&.1J/; make little 

appeal to them. Perhaps the orthodox forms in which the Judaism which they have 

always known has clothed itself has alienated them . It is quite possible that a 

more liberal Judaism, less inflexible and responsive to the needs of modern 

life, might attract them. Experiments' in such more, liberal forns of Judaism are 
,... "' 

already taldng place . ey wi:ti encounte strong opposition even a 
I'- • 

they did everywhere in the Diaspora,Mld his opposition will~~ eve 
~ ~ wa.,, ~~ -..m.L.-¥,J~:-/J..J 

orthodoxy is pol~ally orgalnizef But Israel is 

democracy and in the long 
I 

run ~ citizens I' "W!i:ll~want to worship God in their own 

way and decide for themselves how much of traditional Judaism they wish to accept 

and what changes they wish to introduce and theC'8 of religious 

they wish to give to their children will not be det4rred. 

" 
educ tion vb ich 
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But Israeli citizens themselves will have to do it. e ca not import our 

achieved in Israe1~,.;....'9"1P-r1~absent treatment. Our own Reform Judaism is a prod ct 

of the American scene. Both its successes and its failures are to be ~ributed 

to the ready adjustments which it made to the American cultural and social Dfi::mllmmtm 
There, 

environment. But the IsrPeli environment is oi ca:u:r:,a quite different.uoc Jews 

possess nationa sovereignty, the spiritual and psychological status of a majority 

group, a culture of their own and a langua~e of their own. In lsrael, I believe, 

a liberal Judaism can evolve which will be responsive to its own needs and £9:ft;;0-

1' _w=at,which may be quite different from our own in form or ritualland yet woular 

Jje-complet~~~f:n~th ~tvh~e,v,,p~n.~·n~c~1~·p---les of progress and development in Judaism 

which we ~~aint.i,in .... I,.~ 

There is a grOlfing vacuum in the spiritual life of~~uth of Israel which ,._ 
na -~o?alism

1
now no longer romantically optative but soberly real1cannot entirely 

fill. ~ocialism too, is no 1 onger the ~dling ife.-lllo if of many of the young 
}, 

people • n the Kibbu~im -- not to speak {..,.._, 

Socialism in practice, especially as it manifested ,... 

out-reac ·ng 
~~ 

are eginnin 
I 

totalitarian brutality and a.eo ·""'-'· anti-Jewish and anti-Israel 

rp disillusionment among maw of them. 1here is· 
yb;~tJ V"~ 

for a new of itleas which mi ht fill thi,,spiritual -:ac~uum S~me 
-~ •m~ ~..&.--- ~-.!~,Ko ce ·n 

i in t e ancient faith and ideals o~a4.Swhich '/'-.xa 
~ I'- ~Q~ nationalism~ transcen it, and which~under-lies all forms of~social progr ss. 

I believe that before long there will take place a .... ~~ 

i terest in udaism among the~~ SQR&~~iefi i'R Israel guides _. will 

not be wanting to direct it. I believe too, that it will follow its own light 

and its own road. 

A far as the future relationships between Isra land the ·aspora are concerned, 

they will~!mselves, I believe, along the same lines as in the pas. 

They wi 1 j;aloe '"' ~ n~i:-of a friendly COlllin and ing throu h the open ~ 
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----them, no ideology will affect them. 

In an address which I delivered before the 40th Assembly of the nion of 

American Hebrew ongregations ten years ago, shortly after the establishment of 

the State of Israel, I said: 

"If history is any guide, the Jews of today who will continue to 

live in other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude 

towards the State of Jsrr1el as their forefathers did . 'I heirs will be 

a most sym?athetic relationship towards that land. They ill materially 

help it to absorb as many Jews as wilJ wish to go there or may have to 

go there. They will help to build up its cultural, scientific, and 

spiritual institutions, as we]l as its economic life so that it may 

become a land of which Jews everywhere can be oud. For the eyes of 

the rnrld rill be on the land of Israe1 to see what Jews, as a ,eople, 

can accom -lish on thejr own. 

Israel will come to be again the non-po]itical center of world Jewry. 

Pjlgri~s will go there as of old-an not ere y the pious. There will 

be a free flow of manifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of 

give and take. Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustaining 

influence in Jewish life everywhere. 

remain one eoole, one historic community, as of old. ut 

the Jews of Israel will be Israeli citizens and the Jews of the United 

States will be citizens of the United States, and similarly with Jews 

in other lands. 

They will owe undivided allegiance to their respective countr·es and 

they will discharge loyal y their full duties as citizens, as Jews have 

always done. But they will retain as cial attachment t the land of 

Israel hich will in no ay interfere with their duties and obligations 

as citizens of their respective countries!' :tr v « x N 11 ~-

There are Jews, both here and in Israel who would like to reduce this~' 
/f. 

~nd cooperative relationshi to a minimum. In Israel mllll there has grown up among 

some sections of the population, especially among th~~ulation, a nationalistic 



. 
It sees ~ 

~Israel• the be-all and end-all of Jewish existence. It takes credit for 

all that has been achieved in Israel. vorld Jewry is a negligible peripheI'Y. sl •• 

~, ooner or later/' lil,/'fi.~£t---.: e ~n~ber of ~self-cen:ered 

provincial super-I aeli is small, symptom· , ·sturbing. If ,-,,._._ I 
their attitudef' evelopf into a significant trend, it might prove harmful 

both to Jsrael and to the Diaspora. The unity of the Jewish people would be 

endangered. Cut off from the replenishing reservoirs of sympathy, interr- st and 

help of..._ orld Jf!ffr'Y, which will always ~eJhiy outt:mber the Jewish opoulation 

ef ii s Staie Df Israel, the progress of the latterfould be seriously retarded and 

world Jewry would miss whatever spiritual and cultural influences might emanate 

from Israel. ;hile the surviva1 of the Jewish people and of Judaism does not depend 

upon any Je ish state -- and history has demonstrated this time and again - the 

nature of that survival~;itely does depend upon it. r 
any thoughtful men in Israel a 

education of the youth of lsrael . 

I 
J 

' I\ .. A .. )::,:.., 5 Identification - and -----.1L---J~~~,_;;_.,.M:=t:-11:r.Q...--7i, -r T 
Consciousness - are entering more and more in the serious deliberations of the 

intellectual leaders of Israel )rong some of them even the concept of 

Mi • ' -- ss1.on. , • • . 
-------~-"'--'----

In our own country there are similar however differently 

•• rnoti vated. Our native parochialists are afraid of the cha1tge of dual allegiance 1 

and they would like to thrust the State of Israel into some kind of evantine limbo/ 
1,,. . v,· 

active interest of Ameri6an Jews. ~ triea to strangle the 
}. ( 

baby at its birth having failed, they would now like to leave it on sombody 
t -elses doorstep..as a matter of good public relations •.• ...-!~:... 

~ 

From both directjons, therefore, it is the solidarity 

of the Jewish oplefas one historic community~ inside and outside of Israel. 
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The fortunes and the political status eople may vary radically 

in time and place but their spiritual identity js one even as their assigned 
I 

destiny in history is one . 

Some of my older colleagues may recall that it was here in this very city of 

C icago, twenty three years ago, and before the ame body, the r.e1~ that the J 

"Declaration of Principles" which had been adopted fifty years rior to that time 

by the Pittsburgh Rabbinical Conference of 1885, was the subject of a memorable 

Symposium. I was nrivileg'ed to participate in it . I presented a pa er on "Israel" 

in whjch I applied myself specifically to the thesis proclaimed in that"Declaration 

of Principles": 11 We consider ourselves no lonP-er a nation but a religious community» . 

In its day, my paper aroused considerable interest and controversy. I should like 

to conclude my address tonigh1 on the 10th Anniversary -eelebrat· the reestablishment 
I 

of the State of Israel by quoting the 
I 

cone luding para o-raphs of that pape~ llltl1'.1i81311~~ 

"Jewish life possessed in its great epochs 

and the aim of religious leaders today should be to restore it . !any 

trihutaries flow into the historic cha nel of Jewish life . In recent 

years some zealous and mostly uninformed artisans have attempted to 

reduce Jew;sh life to what is only a fraction of itself- to race or 

nationalism or folkways or theologic abstractions . ite unconsciously 

they are all falsifying Je ish life. It is a mark of decadence in the 

Diaspora that so many of our eople have·lost the sense of the classic 

harmony i n Jewish life an are attempting to substitute a oart for the 

whole . .. 
It is the total rogram of Jewish life and destiny, its vast inclusiveness 

and completeness that the religious leaders of our people should dwell 

on today -- the religious and moral values, the universal concepts , 

the mandate of mission, as.well as the Jewish . eople itself , and its 

national asnirations - in other VlOrds, the Jewish ople as a religious-

nation 1 entity. Thus the strength and security of our life ill be 

retrieved, and whether in Palestine or in the Diaspora , we sha 1 move 

forward unafraid upon the ~oad of our destiny. " 



Address 
delivered on the occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of Israel 

before the 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
Chicago, Illinois June 26, 1958 

by 

DR. ABBA HI LIEL SILVER 
The Temple 

Cleveland, Ohio 

THE ffiOBLEMS WHr CH LIE AHEAD 

It is recorded in our Scriptures that King Asa and his son, Jehosaphat, had 

destroyed every form of idolatry in Judah. Why, then, ask the Rabbis, is King 

Hezekiah, who ruled much later, credited with having destroyed the brazen serpent 

the Nechustan - in the Temple. 

It must therefore be, they reply, that bis ancestors bad purposely left 

Hezekiah something undone whereby he might distinguish himself . 

. h. J 1 ~ul I u~f?Lc 1( Io "'.-iii'· 
I suspect that on the subject of Israel 1 s 'Tenth Anniversary my revered 

colleagues have left me nothing, either unspoken or unwritten, whereby I might 

istinguish myself. 

My one excuse for speaking on this subject tonight is that I was invited by 

your program chairman to do so quite a long time ago, before the oratorical vines 

had budded and the homiletical pomegranates were Al4 pat in full bloom. My one 

consolation is the assurance of our sages that the more a man expatiates on the 

theme of redemption - the more praiseworthy is he. 

The re-establishment of the State of Israel, NQliJa l~a Aru,i'f'eI :,a1, ~he -. 

•Rieft weP*Ei ie eeleePe;t;ing "bh!:e ~~ belongs to the continuing drama of redemption 

which began in the dawn of our history with the Exodus from Egypt and will continue 

through all the unpre~~.:. years to eg■a until the ___ .....,.;z....,~__,:.._r;e..,,.~ __ 3_f __ J..,./ ... c,;'lll~-,-

the perf'ect redemption in store for Israel and for all mankind is accanplished -
~ I 



-2-

"when the very mountains will bear peace and the hills righteousness". 

this 

The reestablishmept of the State of.Israel is Rlearly not the final act in 
'l ~ f Ji.~ \, /J\ ~ tt Q 1 ~ .x/i/t,"l, 

drama of unive sai salv tion u it isa1r'essential pa:rt in its unfoldment. 
A 

It is an inevitable link, predestined to bind the generations of our history to

gether,from the initial covenant which was made with Abraham: "To your descendants 

will I give this land" to the ultimate vision of the "latter days" - when all 

the nations of the earth will come to acknowledge the sovereignty of the universal 

God of Israel and will ••e 'be abide by His eternal laws of justice, brotherhood 

and peace. 

B,lreA aa--Jne reestablishment of Israel is not an unrelated event, neither is 

it exclusively the achievement of one generation. Our literature knows of certain 
~ 

generations which are specifically remembered because of a single act - usually 

catastrop~ - for whi. ch it was responsible :___,;,~~t.--Sl~t,_J. ... h ..... o) ___ :?)......___,.)..,1,/__.3'----~I the 

fh h 3 }1 or the ___ :2-...~t:i~'1~:ll~__.:)~f_...? ___ . But 

national redemption can not be credited to any one generation. Therefore we speak 

not of the but of the [>lttJ 3) .r.lN l 
~ 

of an entire age, ~ epoch, whose limits are not defined. Our generation was singu-

larly privileged to witness the consunnnation of an enterprize which is the cumulative 
~ ~ 

achievement of many generations~, oar fJeepl:e which had remained faithful to the 
/\ ~ ~-f1nA-4,- ;:},.;/± 

, pledge never to forget Jerusalem in spite of aJl ~he N-1/agee of 'M:11& and the ~--4 

rasne• of fortune. The state of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, but its foundations 

were not laid that year. Nor in 1917, the year of the Bal.four Declaration; nor in 

1897, the year of the first Zionist Congress; nor in 1882, the year of the founding 

of the first Zionist settlement in Palestine. Its foundations were laid secure 

long ago in the persevering essianic hopes, the longing and prayers of our people 

which enswatl-ted its life as in an element. In very truth {° /Jr;:, 
• , .. , ?_'.'l 31/j ~ t N :;) ..?-, I ::2 '? '.) D f.t _, LThe dream of redemption 

~ 
was born the day the Temple was destroyed. Thrdit of achievement belongs

1
there-

fore, to all Jews everywhere and to the generations of Jews who are not here but 
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who hoped and labored and sacrificed so that the victory arrl the vindication might 

be had. 

The beautiful Psalm 30, you will recall, begins with the words: 

'.) t£. :2 ft1f/J "A Psalm: A Song of David 

at the Dedication of the Temple." Now King David, of course, did not dedicate the 

Temple. That was the privilege of his son Solomon who bu...i.lt it. Commentators found 

themselves in difficulty in attempting to discover to what dedication by King David 

this Psalm referred. Some thought that it referred to the royal res::.dence which 

Hiram, King of Tyre, had built for David. others said that it alluded to the site 

of the threshing-floor which David purchased from Ornan the Jebusite, where he 

built an altar to God, and concerning which David said: "Hebe shall be the house 

of the Lord God." Perhaps the wisest explanation is that given in Midrash Tanhuma . 
• 

Basing itself on the Verse in Proverbs 

tends a fig tree will eat its fruit" - it concludes that God does not deprive any - -
man of his just reward - even if he did not actually plant the tree but only tended 

it. Take the case of David and Solomon, continues the lidrash, Solomon built the 

Temple but because David had set his heart on building it, and had dedicated his 

energies to it, as it is written: "Remember, 0 Lord, in David's favor all the 

hardships he endured; how he swore to the Lord and vowed to the Mighty one of 

Jacob, 'I will not enter my house •... I will not give sleep to my eyes••·• until 

I find a place for the Lord, a dwelling place for the lighty One 
~~ 

did not a~Jllili&h his reward - even though he failed to build it~ 

of Jacob 1 " -- God 

~ ~j~~~ t-J/"ft 
~ / 

~bui lding of The Temple;,e•hill as it is said: '~Psalm: A Song of David at the 

Dedication of the Temple". 

This exalted Psalm, by the way, lhich speaks of personal redemption from danger 

and death - was by our peoole applied also to national redemption. This Psalm was 

recited at the dedication of the Second Temple and at its rededication in the days 

of the Maccabees. It is recited in our Synagogues on Chanukah. I heard its superb 
"1 
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strophes over and ove again in the profoundly moving Tenth Anniversary celebrations 

in Israel, when a grateful people - refugees, exiles, native-born, alike - poured 

z;:he deepest emotion or their souls in one glorious Hallelujah £or i'.ill,.redemption, 

freedom and .i9IJ independence: "O Lord, Thou hast brought up my soul from the 

nether-world, restored me to life from among those gone down to the pit ••• Thou 

has turned my mourning into dancing; Thou hast loosed my sack-cloth and girded 

me with gladness'.,,.. eeping, may tarry for the night, but joy cometh with the 

morning''. 

And in very truth __ ( _J"-f ... t__:,.........,~-~-'\ _. orning had come for those who had 

for so long dwelt in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
• • • • • 

What was it
1
my friends

1
that happened ten years ago that causes us to celebrate 

that event ten years later, that will be a source of glad and grateful commemoration 

for Jews everywhere in all future times? 

There are certain achievements in science which come to be lmown as breakthroughs. 

Supersonic speed was such a breakthrough. So were nuclear fission and the space 

satellite. In these and similar instances, man battered down barriers which had 

h:emmed him in since the beginning of time. And each breakthrough opened up for 

man new and unexplored worlds of immeasurable possibilities. Each, as it were, 

was a new day of creation. 

In human history too, there are such breakthroughs - political, social and 

economic. The Renaissance was such a one. The American Revolution, the French 

Revolution, and, for the Soviet Union and its people, the Russian Revolution. 

With their occurrences in history, mankind began to move in radically new directions. 

And the world was never the same again. 

In Jewish history, likewise, there have transpired events of such critical 

and decisi vie character, that they, too, must be regarded as breakthroughs. The 

Exodus from Egypt was such a breakthrough. The giving of the Law at Sinai, and 

the prophetic movement to which it gave rise, was such a breakthrough for the 

religious development of Israel, and of mankind generally. The return from the 



-5-

Babylonian captivity, the victory of the 1accabees - each one of these momentous 

events inaugurated a new era and each opened windows upon new horizons for our 

people. 

In my judgment, one of the most significant breakthroughs in Jewish history 

were the United ations Resolution of November 1947, and the Proclamation of the 

State of Israel in May 19L8. These events broke down the 2,000 year-old barrier 

of the Galut which had hemmed in our people and wedged them in helplessly. The 

frozen misery of the centuries began to thaw. It opened a new age of freedom, of 

political and spiritual independence. It changed everything, including ourselves. 

We began to think differently, to act and to speak differently. We found ourselves 

experiencing a complex of new sensations which had been alien to our people for 

centuries. re discovered unsuspected reservoirs of energy and resources within 

ourselves, a capacity to undertake and execute projects which fonner]y we had been 

persuaded were beyond our powers. 

Successful revolutions are nearly always the "open sesame" to great and daring 

new enterprises. They nearly always bring to the front large numbers of heretofore 

unknown or unenlisted people, who materialize su denly, and suddenly assume a vital 

role in the prosecution of great, new enterprises. ~bere there were only few, 

mighty hosts now loom up. 

All this happened to us following the breakthrough of ten years ago. These 

ten years have been tremendous years, glorious in dynamic planning, in unprecedented 

deeds and achievements, in valorous defense. No decade in Jewish history is quite 

comparable to it. So many fears have been proved groundless. So many hopes have 

been exceeded. So many myths have been exploded. 

These ten years were years of testing. The world and we ourselves waited to 

see whether the Jewish people possessed the stamina, the perseverance, the sagacity, 

the sacrificial loyalty which are requisite for the building of a State. nd through 

ten years, and with mounting wonder and admiration, the world and we ourselves 

witnessed an unfolding drama of national ingathering and construction, of courage, 
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~ '- vigor and •e:lot-, such as mankind had seldom, if ever, witnessed. During these 

ten years Israel has made good in a breathtaking way, not in the complete achieve-, 
ment of objectives, but in elan, in swift progress, and in the daring spirit of 

its enterprises. Israel has made good in shop and field, on land, sea and air, 

in city, town and village, in swamp and wilderness, in schools and centers of 

higher learning and research, in social services, in a revived language and culture. 

Jsrael has made good on the battle-field1 - to the amazement of friends and the 

confounding of enemies. 

If I were asked: what have been the most significant achievements of the 

tate of Israel during the past ten years?, I would say: 

First: the ingathering of a million refugees for whom the great wide world 

seemed to have no room. The cencentration camps of Europe were emptied and 

whole Jewries elsewhere were rescued from persecution and wretchedness. 

Secondly: the organization of Zahal, - Zva Haganah Le 1Yisrael - the Israeli • 
army. A non-military people, dedicated to peace, was forced, under the threat of 

annihilation, to build up what is now acknowledged to be the finest military army 

in the iddle East - an army which, during the Sinai Campaign, demonstrated a 

most remarkable readiness, discipline and valor. 

You may recall that in 1942, at our Convention in Cincinnati, it was over the 

issue whether our Conference should approve the demand that the Jewish population 

of Palestine be given the right to establish a military force which would fight 

under its own banner by the side of the democracies to defend its own land, that 

a sharp controversy developed which ultimately led to the organization of the 

dissident group, the American Council for Judaism. At that Conference it was 

argued by some of our distinguished colleagues that the establishment of such a 

military force would "confuse the public mind on the subject of militarism so far 

as the Jew is concerned". 

Had the Jews of alestine not been in position to put e~e• a military force 

in the field in 1948, there would be no State of Israel today. Israel's capacity 
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to defend itself militarily has been the prime factor in its survival during the 

past ten years. Unfortunately the Israeli are not yet able to turn their swords 

into ploughshares, much as they would like to. 

The third significant achievement of the last ten years has been the remarkable 

industrial and agricultural development of the country, a fact sufficiently well

known to you and to the rest of the world, _,.. to require any elaboration on my 

pa.rt. 

And finally, the scientific and cultural progress which has been made by the 

people of Israel - the expansion of its educational system and its institutions 

of higher learning and scientific research. 

What is especially gratifying about all these major achievements is that they 

are all the work of the Israeli themselves - from the mason, the carpenter, the 

stevedore, to the engineer, the architect and the nuclear physicist. What their <Pu_. 

avn minds ij,lanIJFsJ-, their own hansis executed. '1 ~ D~~of: re,. ~ z 7 
A,...a~A, ~/1/J'l ~-{k~ Jtk, ~ _t- (I>\ 

And if I wer~ asked what has the State of Israel achieved for us - for our 

people outside of Israel?, I would say: 

These last ten years have restored to our people its lost pride, the confidence 

which the cruel centuries had almost succeeded in destroying. The last ten years 

saved us from fatal despair after the Nazi hoITors which caused the spirit of our 

people to languish almost unto death. These last ten years have healed us and made 

us whole again. They have restored to us the sense of national worth and national 

mission. History has led us back after many dangerous and desperate detours to 

the royal highway of our national destiny. 
I f 4 I I ' I • • I 

Many difficult problems lie ahead for Israel. Problems of economics: an unfavorable 

trade-balance; problems of security: the hostility of unreconciled neighbors -

the iharge-scale arming of k99- potential enemies, the Arab refugees, the competing 

interests of world powers in the Near Fast and the final peace settlemnt. Many 

dangers lie in the offing. But~ people are inured to crisis and dangers and 

difficulties. The whole movement of Restoration has known how to mount upon the 
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rungs of £rustration and alternate optimism arrl depression to ultimate victory. 

On October 13, 1986 Dr. Theodore Herzl wrote in his "Diaries" 

"I must frankly admit to myself: I am demoralized. Fran 

no side, help; from every side attacks. ordau writes me that 

nobody stirs any longer in Paris. The accabeans in London are more 

Pickwickian than ever... In Germany I have only opponents. The 

Russians look on sympathetically while I slave away, but none of them 

lends a hand ... The prosperous Jews are all against me .. •" 

And on December 20th of the same year he wrote in his "Diaries": 

"I feel that I am growing exhausted. Oftener than ever I believe 

that my movement is at an end. ·lhile I am still absolutely convinced 

of its feasibility, I cannot overcome its initial difficulties". 

And yet, on September 3, 1897, following the first Zionist Congress in Basle, 

he wrote: 

"If I were to sum up the Congress in a word -- which I shall take 

care not to publish - it would be this:- At Basle I founded the Jewish 

Statel If I said this out loud today I would be greeted by universal 

laughter. In five years perhaps, and certainly in 50 years, every one 

will perceive it." 

He missed his guess by exactly eight months - for in ay 1948 the State of Israel 

!!:! proclaimed. 

I am confident that in the future also our people and its leaders will manifest 

this same unshaken hope - and the same resolute will - in spite of crises, 

failures and discouragements. fk. 

,frex':1 f-~p?~ ~wJ.ch confront the people of the State of Israel 

and+ the problems of relationship between Israel and the Diaspora, 

Concerning the spiritual problems of Israel it wouli be well for us here not -
to crowd for their quick solution over there. The Israeli are fully aware of them 

and they are trying to solve them. It will take time - considerable time. The 
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disposal of some of these problems belongs to the category of waa~ eY eago& oatl.od--c:(D:l.t 

======:::::i6~tt:t:QtJ!f!~&~,-~,~-=5,a&$i~*5@ii1f...~~=~m~1a~t~t~e~Pf;llf; which must be left to some indefinite 

future -- for they are beyond the present range of man's grasp and insight. 

The impatience of the absentee expert and critic, of the sidewalk engineer 

and architect, can be of little help here. We must guard ourselves against the ~ 
I~ J, .. t_ ~ ~t+,,•c,j 

,Jmotional all-out"""of explosive controversies in Israel, some of ~~1.y- I 

radio-active.,,, 

Israel today is in very truth a ,..x_ft/~ "ffi.p a vast, omnifarious and 

largely recent ingathering of Jews .from all the four corners of the earth and 

from different cultures, oo.ckgrounds and sharply divergent ways of life. any of 

them are centuries apart in their world outlook, their standards of taste and 

values and their basic interests. !any agencies of the Government are working 

hard to integrate them into one homogeneous people which will be possessed of 
~ 

common national loyalties and inspired by -W. ideal of national unity. This is a 

difficult task which is aggravated still more by the fact that the Government it

self is frequently embarrassed by the multiplicity of political parties which 

compose it and by their intransigent partisanship. Unless it moves a iay frcm ~ 

party tribalism, Israel may sane day find itself in a political crisis similar 

to that thrrugh which France is passing today. 'Nz::Lr Yolitical intolerance is 

matched by a religious intolerance - directed not towards non-Jews, but towards 

fellow-Jews. There has been shaping up a veritable Kultur-kampf in Israel, and rep

ercussions of it have reached our own country. Even here, in spite of a long 
csi,:A• .. / r,.. 

established tradition of religious tolerance there has been developingfin"ultra-

orthodox circlesfa fanatical clericalism which prides itself upon rejecting every 

form of cooperation with other Jewish religious bodies and which has publicly ex

communicated rabbis who do not subscribe to its tenets. 

The orthodox Jews in Israel are, unfortunately, sharply di ~ded among them

selves and every symbol of unity and authority which they set up, such as the 

recent imposing Rabbinical Center, the ~;,,·Lt b,~ in Jerusalem, 
~~-·,,..,..,,, ~ .... .1J·i'tw ,Lti.___ 

becomes an occasion forrttemonstrating on'ly increased leek ..,-unity aai ai s.i.•ili•eRe1s. 
I( 



This condition forces some of their leaders, out of fear of being outdone in 

orthodox fervor - or charged with ~~lack of it - to acquiesce in practices of 

extremists and fanatics w. would otherwise condemn1and to refrain from 
,f;Uyt 

taking any initiative in • ~eatly needed adjustments in the traditional 
.. ~ 

disciplines of Judaism'o make them more viable and more acceptable i~odern 

society and a modern State. It appears that many religionists in Israel will have 

to learn toleration the hard way and the lesson that in a free society religion 

cannot be enforced by decree or fiat. They must win their adherence and gain 

their influence in an open and competitive field of ideas on the basis of intrinsic 

merit and appeal. 

In our own country too, there are Jews who rill have to l~~ ?e same lesson.-Q.., _.lfJ .. J 
~OA.- t~ ~.l t~~ ~ c.A,ct).a ~~ ~Ja,J '¥lH 

King Nebuchadnezzar aw n eam a ••• --eou proV'l.de oo tor 
tl,v. _9' 4 " 

people of the earth. There i~:e~ tree which could ~--~•~m=m:~ 'l' ~ 
larll our people of faith -- not even the tree that grows in Brooklyn. , , . , 

There are many young people -- and adults - in Israel who are not 

synagogue-minded.J.elc!. There are such, I suspect, in our own country. But they 

are no less moral or socially-minded. There are many i dealists among them whose 

idealism has found expression in the building and the defense of their country, 

in forms of cooperative living and Haluziut, and in exacting standards of self-
• 

labor. Our prophets vould not have frowned upon these objectives. But these young 

people are not religious 
~ 

except where/"observances 

in any formal sense. Faith, prayer and religious observances, 
~- I +,-

possess some historic or nationalistic~, make little 

appeal to them. Perhaps the orthodox forms in which the Judaism lil ich they have 

always known has clothed itself has alienated them. It is quite possible that a 

more liberal Judaism, less inflexible and more responsive to the needs of modern 

life, might attract them. Experiments on a small scale in 41liN more liberal forms 

of Judaism are already taking place. They are encountering and will encounter 

strong opposition even as they did everywhere in the Diaspora. This opposition 

will be even more fonnidable in Israel because here religious orthodoxy is politically 
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organized and knows its way about in the field of political tactics aRa siPate~ . . 
But Israel is a democracy, and in the long run citizens who want to worship God 

in their own way and decide for themselves how much of traditional Judaism they 

wish to accept and what changes they wish to introduce and the type of religious 

education which they wish to give to their children, will not be long deterred. 

But Israeli citizens themselves will have to do it. We cannot import our =-~ special brand of reform Judaism into Israel. Our spiritual y not be 

suitable raiment for them. Nor can any religious reform be achieved in Israel 

through absent treatment. Our own Refom Judaism is a product of the American 

scene. Both its successes and its failures are to be attributed to the ready 
(J..~o~+,~ 
~gj~e~mcft• which it ma.de to the American cultural and social environment. But 

/\- lot-~ d- ~ V'4/PMQ.. 
the Israeli environment is quite dif_f_e_r~e • ~here, Jewr possess national sovereignty, 

" the spiritual and psychological status of a majority group, a culture of their mm 

and a language of their own. In Israel, I believe, a liberal Judaism can evolve 

which will be responsive to its own needs and which will spring, as it were, from 

the land itself and f'rom the life of the people, which may be quite different from 

our own in fonn or ritual, and yet completely consonant with the principles of 

progress and developnent in Judaism111ichwe firmly and correctly espouse. 
• 

There is a growing vacuum in the spiritual life of many of the youth #'1srael 

which nationalism, now no longer romantically optative but soberly real, cannot 

entirely fill. Socialism too, is no longer the enkindling life-motif of many of 

the young people in the Kubbuzim -- not to speak of those in the towns and the • 
cities. Socialism in practice., especially as it has manifested itself in its 

native habitat in the Soviet Union, in totalitarian brutality and in anti-Jewish 

and anti-Israel hostility,has brought about a sharp disillusiorinent among many of 

them. There is evidence of an out-reaching for a new set of spiritual values - of 

ideas which might fill this spiritual vacuum. Some are now home-ward bound1 and are 
~~~~"t, 

beginning to find« in the ancient faith aea iee&ls of their peoplQ,..in Judaism -. 
/' wt.ha. rt:AAo..A.., 

which., while accepting nationalism, transcends it, and wJai.et-aJ~ under-lie~ all 



forms of 8NM social progress. 

I believe that before long there will take place a flowering of interest in 

they will unfold themselves, I believe, along the same lines as in the past. They 

will be in the nature of a friendly coming and going through the open portals of 

the heart. No dogma ca'}.. define them, no ;ideology will affect them. l.JW ~ ~ 
w.-Ql ~'-'-1- ~ w, ~- Lo")~ \,4 -z If )l011n ?'Z~. 

In an address wif.i.ch I delivered befo~e the 40th~ssemb~y of the Tnion of American 

Hebrew Congregations ten years ago, shortly after the establishment of the State of 

Israel, I said: 

"If history is any guide, the J€!9fs of today who will continue to 

live in other lands will, by and large, maintain the same attitude 

towards the State of Israel as their .forefathers did. Theirs will be 

a most sympathetic relationship towards that land. They will materially 

help it to absorb as many Jews as will wish to got here or may have to 

go there. They will help to build up its cultural, scientific, and 

spiritual institutians, as well as its economic life so that it may 

become a land of which Jews everywhere can be proud. For the eyes 

of the world will be on the land of Israel to see what Jews, as a 

people, can accomplish on their own. 

Israel will come to be again the non-political center of world Jewry. 

Pilgrims will go there as of old-and not merely the pious. There will 

be a free now of anifold communications, of mutual stimulation, of 

give and take. Israel will again come to exercise a unifying and sustain

ing influence in Jewish life everywhere. 

e s~~ll remain one people, one historic community, as of old, But 

the Jews of Israel will be Israeli citizens and the Jews of the United 

States will be citizens of the United States, and similarly with Jews 
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in other lands. 

They will owe undivided allegiance to their respective countries 

and they will discharge loyally their full duties as citizens, as Jews 

have always done. But they lll. 11 retain a special attachement to the 

land of Israel which will in no way interfere with their duties and 

obligations as citizens of their respective countries". 

There are Jews, both here and in Israel who would like to reduce this voluntary, 

sympathetic and cooperative relationship to a minimum. In Israel there has grown up 

among some sections of thep:>pulation, especially among the young population, a 

nationalistic parochialism which, while it does not share the impudent nati vism of 

that small coterie of Pinsker Canaanites, nevertheless downgrades the importance 

of the Diaspora. It sees in Israel the be-all an~ end-all of Jewish existence. 

It takes credit for all that has been achieved in Israel. World Jewry is a negligible 

periphery. Sooner or later it will disappear. The number of these self-centered 

provincial super-Israeli is small, but as a symptom they are nevertheless, disturbihg. 

If their attitude should ever develope into a significant trend, it might prove 

hannful both to Isrel and to the Diaspora. The unity of the Jewish people would 

be endangered. Cut off from the replenishing reservoirs of sympathy, interest and 

help of world Jewry, which will always greatly outnumber the Jewish population of 

Israel, the progress of the latter would be seriously retarded and world Jewry 

would miss whatever spiritual and cultural innuences might emanate from Israel. 

While the survival of the Jewish people and of Judaism does not deoend upon any 

Jewish State -- and history has demonstrated this time and again -- the nature of 

that survival very definitely does depend upon it. Whether it is to be a 

,3 f U I )'- }., l! f.,P., (: J11) a life of freedom and honor or a 

~ H bJ ?i> i' l., It .p JJ n a life of reproach and humiliation. 
----,~~"-----K.....:....L--%..---C=-'--~~~ -------- ~ !\& et., .1 PC¼i --

Basica11y, of course, we shall have to generate~r own powerl.n our own power 
I\. P-

plants. The solid nourishment of our religious and cultural life we ourselves will 

have to supply. e shall have to plow our own fields, plant our own corn and bake 
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our own bread in our own ovens. We cannot survive on borrowed rations. But our 

own provisions may be greatly enriched by what may come to us from the storehouse 

of a full and autonomous Jewish life in its native home. 

Many thoughtful men in Israel are already calling for an increased emphasis 

in the education of the youth of Israel on ______ _..Gc ___ v _ __.t .... 1.___£_'b __ --+(- on the 

world Jewish community of which they are a part. They wish the youth of Israel . 
~ 

to locate their true position and nacpoe&i@ilitie& not alone io- their Israeli but 

~heir total world Jewish environment. Key concepts such as ____ <..J\_/_;,~f.-.-.-

"Identification" -- and _____ 3 __ -----~ .... {,;;..-/_t...A_· __ " Jewish Consciousness" -- are entering 

more and more in the serious deliberations of the intellectual leaders of Israel. 
1P "M. • 1" m ission •..... ne, Among some of them even the concept of y 3 • f 'I ,...I\ -------\"'-----,-

too, in the United States, the largest Jewish community in the world and in all 

history, must do much more than we have done in this two-fold direction of ___ '2\ __ ._/ .... i?1.....,.-
and ]71 A> ~ Identification with Israel and Jewish self-consciousness. A 

greater cultivation of the Hebrew language and literature among our people will open 

avenues of readier communication between us and our brothers in Israel. So will 

~/t'1A..1flP ?;'_, :frequent ~to Israel and perio~s of study in its educational institutiono/ 

all forms of material <i.°.f~~any other ways will be found by those who 

lovingly seek them. 
o...enout; ~ 

In our om1 country there are similar groups of disassociationists, -OQllPTTa• -..,,.,.. ?' 
~ differently motivated. Cur native parochialists are afraid of the charge of dual 

allegiance, and they would like to thrust the State of Israel into some kind or 

Levantine limbo, as far removed fran the ken and active interest of American Jews 

as possible~ng tried to strangle the baby at its birth and having failed, 

they would now like to leave it on somebody else's door-step - as a matter of 

good public relations ••• 
~ 

From both directions, therefore, it is timely, nay urgent, to ~ anew 

the solidarity of the Jewish people, as one historic community inside and outside 

or Israel. The fortunes and the political status or different sectors or this 
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r'AA people may vary radically in time and place but their spiritual identity is one, 

even as their assigned destiny in history is one. 

Some of my older colleagues may recall that it was here in this very city of 

Chicago, twenty three years ago, and before this same body, the Central Conference 

of Amer.i can Rabbis, that the "Declaration of Principles" which had been adopted fifty 

years nrior to that time by the Pittsburgh Rabbinical Conference of 1885, was the 

subject of a memorable Symposium. I was privileged to participate in it. I presented 

a paper on "Israel" in which I applied myself specifically to the thesis proclaimed 

in that "Declaration of Principles": "We consider ourselves no longer a nation but 

a religious community". In its day, my paper aroused considerable interest and 

controversy. I should like to conclude my address tonight, on this 10th Anniversary 

Celebration of the reestablishment of the State of Israel, by quoting the concluding 

paragraphs of that paper, 

"Jewish life possessed in its great epochs a classic balance, 

and the aim of religious leaders today should be to restore it. Ma:iy 

tributaries flow into the historic channel of Jewish life. In recent 

years some zealous and mostly uninformed partisans have attempted to 

reduce Jewish life to what is only a fraction of itself--to race or 

natioralism or folkways or theologic abstractions. Quite unconsciously 

they are all falsifying Jewish life. It is a mark of decadence in the 

Diaspora that so many of our people have lost the sense of the classic 

harmony in Jewish life and are attempti g to substitute a part for the 

whole. 

It is the total program of Jewish life and destiny, its vast in

clusiveness and completeness that the religious leaders of our people 

should dwell on today -- the religious and moral values, the universal 

concepts, the mandate of mission, as well as the Jewish people itself, 

and its national aspirations - in other words, the Jewish people as a 

religious-national entity. Thus the strength and security of our life 

will be retrieved, and whether in Palestine or in the Diaspora, we 

shall move forward unafraid upon the road of our destiny. "' 
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strophes over nd over a in in the rofoundly ovin • Tenth Anni.versa celebr tion 

in Israel, hen a.t ful o le - refugees ., exiles ., native- born , like - poured 

out the deepe t motion of th -ir soul in one glorious Hallelujah for redemption , 

tor freedo and ind ndence s O ord, Thou ha.st brou ht up y soul fr t 

nether-world , restored to 11f e fro among those one down to th pit • • • Thou 

has turned my mourning into dancing; Thou hast 1 osed my saok• cloth an irded 

e with 1 dne s • • • • • eepin y tarry for the ni ht , but joy cometh with th 

morning' . 

An in ve t th • ornin had co e for thos ho had --------------
for so lon dw lt ·n rkne n in th shad of ath. 

• • • • • • • • • • 

t - it , my frien that p ened ten y ars a o th.at causes us to c 1 brs.te 

that ev t ten ar 1 t r, that will be a sourc of la and ratef\tl comm or tion 

fo~ Jews v .rywhere in all future ti es? 

There are c rtain chiev nt in cieno , to be known as break-

throu hs . ....u r onic snAed waa such a bre kthroug • o ere nucl r f • sion and 

the o satellite . n these and similar instances , man ttered down barriers 

which had hemmed h i n ~inc the be cinnin of time . And each nakthrou h op n d 

up for man new and unexplored 'Orlds or i pos 0 ibilities . F.ach, s it 

ere , was n day of creation. 

In hu n history too, there re such br kthro hs - politic 11 social and 

economic . he .. nai ~sance as ~uch a one . The m ric Revolu ion , the French 

R volution, n , fr th ,.. v:Jet l nion nd its 

: ith th,r:,ir ooc· rrence in hi tory , n nd began 

nd the worl s nev r the sam aga n . 

le , mhe u sian ev lution. 

o ove in r d c 1~ n w direction • 

J n Jewish hi tory, likewi e , th re have trans ir d ev nts of uch critical 

nd deci iv c racter , hat they , oo , must b re rded bre kthroughs . h 

Exodu fro a sucl bre k hrough. ' h ivin , ot th L w a Si , and 

the pro hetic ent to hich it ve r1 , uch a breakthto u h for the 

r 11 oue devel nt of Ir el, d or nld..nd en rally. he r turn fro t 
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In recent years scme zea ous and mostly unin oried rtisans 

have attem ted to reduce Je ·sh life to hat is only a 

fraction f i t,_,elf - to race or nationalism or folkways or 

theolo ·c abst actions . Quite unconsciously the. are a 

falsif:,d.n Je·ds ife . It is a ar of eca ence in the 

Diaspora that so many of our people have lost the sens of 

the classic bar ony in Je·~ish life an. are attempting to 

substitute a part forte whole . 

tis the total ~rogram of Jewish life n destin, its 

vast inc usiveness and co pletenes that the religious leaders 

of our peon e shou d dwell on today - the re i • us and moral 

values, the univer 1 concents , the n te of is ion , as ell 

as the J sh )eo 1 itse f, an its national aspirations - - in 

other 11ords, the Jewish neoole as a reli iou - nat· nal entity. 

T' us the Htren h an . ecuri ty of our • f e . be retrieved, and 

ether in lestine or in t e ia po , 1 move forward unafr d 

unon t e ro d of our destiny•" 

I would not i h o a e n: chan es in the o e toda, -- except as re ~ards one 

word -- awi I ou. A e that one change with thanks • vin in my heart . I would 

change the word "Pal stine11 to the word "Israel" •• • • 
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PROGRAM 
MONDAY, JUNE 23 

1:00 P.M. MEETING OF THE EXECUTI E BOARD 

TUESDAY, JUNE 24 

9:30 A.M. MEETING OF THE EXECUTI E BOARD 

8:00 P.M. OFFICIAL OPENING OF CO 

Invocation ... .... . .. ... . .. . . .. ... .. . . .. 
Worship Service 

E TIO 

President's Message 
Memorial Tribute to Israel Bettan . 
Adoration, Kaddish and Benediction 

elson Glueck 
Alfred lJ1/ olf 

Jacob Philip Rudin 
elson Glueck 

Benno }\.f. lr allach 

Election of Committee on Committees 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 

9:30 A.M. 

Opening Prayer 
Business Meeting 
Report of Recording ecretary 
Report of Financial ecretary 
Report of Treasurer . 
Report of Executive Vice President 
Amendment to Constitution 

11 :00 A.M. Paper and Discussion 

orman Kahan 

!Hiltou L. Grafman 
Herman E. nyder 

],,cob .iU. Rothschild 
Sidney L. Regner 

Milton L. Graf man, PRESIDI G 
THE MORAL LAW AS HALACHA IN REFORM JUDAISM 

Alexander Gttttmamt 

2:00 P .M. Seminars 

1. CURRENT PATTERN OF RELIGIOU 
THE REFORM SYNAGOGUE 

Albert A. Gordon, PRESIDI G 
Meyer Heller, RECORDER 

Goals of Reform Religious Education 

EDUCATION I 

Methods and Techniques 
Curriculum .... 

Harry Essrig 
Philip Horowitz 

Sylvan D. Schwartzman 
2. YOUTH AND THE TEMPLE 

Robert P. Jacobs, PRESIDI G 
Herschel Levin, RECORDER 

The Rabbi as Teen-Age Counselor Eu ene ]. ack 
Developing a Religious and Moral Outlook for 

Youth Robert J. ch11r 
The Young Married Couples Club Louis J. Casbdan 

3. A RABBI' RELATION HIP TO COLLEAG E AND THE 
TEMPLE STAFF 

Sidney M. Berkowitz, PRE IOI G 
Robert E. Goldburg, RECORDER 

A Rabbi's Relationship to Colleagues in the ame 
Congregation . . . . .. .. . . . }\.forris Lieberman 

A Rabbi's Relationship to Colleagues in the arne 
Community . Albert G. , lilld,, 

The Lay Professional taff and the Rabbi 1ath,m E111({1uu.:l 
President, National Association of Temple ecretarie 

8:00 P.M. 

Worship Service 
Memorial Tribute 

Joshua Bloch 

Gerald ]. klein 

Jacob R. 1)l,1rc11 



Jerome B. Cohen 
Da id F ichman 
Ephraim Fri ch 

Adoration an<l Kaddi h 
Symposium: 

,\111/colm 1. obcn 
Emi l lr' . L iJJZiger 
llarrr lF. !?.It I on 

• fig t!kozcilz. 

Religion and Science - Where Are They Leading Us? 
Jacob M. Rothschild, PR m1 G 

Pap r by: Abraham Cronba h 
Prof. Jo eph Kaplan 

Chairman of 
Geophysical Year 

11 :00 P.M. 

f ... alifornia and 
for International 

What's on Your Mind? - An Informal Di cu sion 
Abraham]. feld11um, PRE 101 G 

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 

9:30 A.M. 
Opening Prayer 
Business Meeting 

Maurice . Kleinberg 

Report of Commission on hurch an<l 
Report of C mmittee on Liturgy 
Committee Reports 

tatc Ed gm· E. i kiu 
Bcr1111rd ]. B miberger 

12:00 Noon 
Report on Combined Campaign 

Afternoon Free Time ommitte Me tin 

8:00 P.M. 

A. B. Polin k), 
General Chairman 

Worship er ice amuel R. bi/Lman 

Memorial Tributes 
Bernard Harrison . Lawrence A. Block 
Max Reichler ]a ob D. chwarz 
Julius ilberfeld Joachim Prinz 
Alfred Vise James A. l ax 

Adoration and Kaddi h llarold L. Gel/man 

Symposium: Ten Years of Israeli Independence 
Jacob Pbili/> Rudin PR IOI G 

A<l<lres cs by: Abba Eban, Amba ador of th tare of I racl 
to th nicc<l t cc 

Abba Hill 1 ' il er 

FRIDAY, JUNE 27 

9:30 A.M. 
Opening Prayer . .. .. 
Bu ine Meeting 
Rep rt of Commi sion on Ju tice and P ac 
Dine t of Committee Report 

11 :00 A.M. Paper and Discussion 
Herman E. nyd r, PRE Wl c, 

THE D VELOPI G PHILO OPHY OF 

Da id D. hor 

L on I. Feu r 

REFORM JUDAI M Ber11artl J. Bamb rg r 

2:00 P .M. Seminars 

1. THE IMPACT OF E VlRO 1.c T Or THE 
SYNAGOGUE 

Abraham D. haw, PRE JDI 

Harold iltoer RE . RDER 

Th M tr polican ommunicy 
he uburban Community 

The maller City Community 

B rtram Kl,111 n r 
Alvan D. R11bin 

H. Bruce Ehrmann 



2. THE RABBI AND THE NON-JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Saul B. Appelbaum, PRE IDI G 

Floyd S. Fierman, RECORDER 

An Evaluation of Institutes for the Clergy Sidney H. B,-ooks 
What hall a Rabbi Say to a Chri tian Congregation? 

David Jacobson 
The Reform ynagogue as Jewish pokesman Joseph Levenson 

3. THE DISCIPLI E A D VAL E OF J DAI M -
HOW TO TRE GTHE THEM 

James A. W' ax, PBESIDI G 

Joel Y. Zion, RECORDER 
Ob er ance of the abbath Balfour Brickner 
Observance of Holy Days and Festivals Morton 1. Applebamn 
The Jewish Life Cycle Louis 1. Youngerman 

8:00 P.M. ABBATH EVE ERVICE AT TEMPLE EMA EL 
Reading of ervice .. .... .. . . Bernard Baskin 
Conference Lecture Jerome R. Malino 
Conferring of Life Honorary Member hip on G. George Fo 
Adoration and Kaddish lf/ olli Kaelter 
Benediction ... . .... ................ ... . .. . .. Felix A. Levy 

10:30 P.M. 
Reception co member of Conference by Chicago isterhoods 
at Edgewater Beach Hotel 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28 

10:30 A.M. SABBATH MOR G SERVICE AT TEMPLE HOLOM 
Reading of Service 
Torah Reading 
Conference Sermon 
Adoration and Kaddish 
Benediction . 

12:00 Noon 

Murray Blackman 
lf,' alter H. Plaut 

. Roland B. Gittelsohn 
At elvin S. Sands 

.. Maurice . Eisendrath 

Buffet Luncheon for Members of C nfercnce by Temple holom 

2:30 P.M. 
SERMO EMI AR - MY FAVORITE MIDRA H 

Abraham Feinstein, PRESIDI G 

Participants 
orman H. Diamond 

Julius]. odel 
Harry B. Pas tor 

6:30 P.M. AL M I DI 

SUNDAY, JUNE 29 
9:30 A.M. 

Opening Prayer 
Business Meeting 

ERA 

Reports of eminar Recorders 
Report of Resolutions Committee 

fichael M. zene 
idne E. nger 

Isaiah Zeldin 
D MEETI G 

filton Richman 

Report of Pre ident' Me age Committee 
Report of C mmittee on Thank and Public Relations 
Report of Nominating Committee 
Un.finished Bu ines 
Benediction Julian Morgenstern 

1 :30 P.M. MEETI G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MONDAY, JUNE 30 

9:30 A.M. MEET! G OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 




