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Significant 'Breakthr ughs' 

T 
HERE are certain achievements in 
science which are thereaf-ter known 
as breakthroughs; superso•ic speed 
was such a breakthrough; nuclear 

fission and the space satellite. In these 
and similar instances, man battered down 
barriers that had hemmed him in since 
the beginning of time. And eaflit break­
through opened up for man new and 
unexplored worlds of immeasurable pos­
sibilities. Each, as it were, was a new 
day of creation. Now, in human history 
too, there are such breakthroughs. Politi­
cal, social and economic breakthroughs. 
The Renaissance was such a one. The 
American Revolution, the French Revolu­
tion, and that of the Soviet Union and 
its people, the Russian Revolution. With 
their occurrences in history, mankind 
began to move in radically new directions. 
A111d the world was never the same there­
after. 

In Jewish history, likewise, there have 
transpired events of such critical and 
tlecisive character, that they, too, must 
be regarded as breakthroughs. The exodus 
from Egypt was such a breakthrough; 
the giving ~f the law at Sinai, together 
ivith the prophetic movement to which 
it gave rise, was such a breakthrough 
for the religious development of Israel, 
and of mankind for that matter. The 
return from the Babylonian captivity, the 
victory of the Maccabees, each of these 
momentous events inaugurated a new 
era and each opt !led windows upon new 
horizons for our eople. 

One of the most significant break­
throughs in Jewish history were the 
United Nations Resolution of November, 
1947, and the Proclamation of the State 
of Israel in May, 1948. These events 
broke down the 2,000 year-old barrier 
of the Galut which had hemmed in our 
people and wedged them in helplessly. It 
opened a new age of freedom, of political 
and spiritual independence. It changed 
everything, including ourselves. We !:Jegan 
to think differently and to act and to 
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speak differently. We found ourselves 
experiencing a complexion of new sensa­
tions which had been alien to our people 
for centuries. We discovered unsuspected 
reservoirs of energy and resources within 
ourselves, a capacity to undertake and 
execute projects which formerly we had 
been persuaded were beyond our powers. 

All this happened to us following the 
breakthrough of ten years ago. These 
ten years have been tremendous years, 
glorious in dynamic plans and unprece­
dented deeds and achievements in valorous 
defense. No decade in Jewish history is 
quite comparable to it. So many fears 
have been proved groundless. So many 
hopes have been speeded. So many myths 
have been exploded. 

THESE ten years have been year of 
testing. The world and we outselves 
waited to see whether the Jewish 

people possessed the- stamina, the per­
severance the sagacity, the -sacrificial 
loyalty requisite for the building of the 
nation. And through ten years, and with 
mounting wonder a-nd ad1tiiration, the 
world and we ourse1ves witnessed an 
unfolding drama of national ingathering 
and construction and courage and vigor 
and valor, such as mankind has seldom, 
if ever, witnessed. And during these ten 
years Israel has made good in a breath­
taking way, not in perfection, but in 
remarkable progress with daring spirit 
of enterprise. Israel has made good in 
shop and field and land and sea and 
air, in city and town and village, in 
swamp and wilderness, in schools and 
higher centers of learning and research, 
in social service, in a revived language 
and culture. Israel has made good on 
the battlefield to the amazement of fri­
ends and the confounding of enemies. 

But not only they in Israel have not 
been found wanting, but the Jews of the 
Diaspora also have not been found want­
ing. Their loyalty has been steadfast, 
and the wpport of the Jews of the far­
flung Diaspo1·a ht.s proved unfailing. 
And whatever p .. tttrn of nobility history 
may come to confer upon this generation 
of Jews, for their rar e tll'dicat ion to a 

1truggle, will be shared, I am persuaded. 
equally by our valiant people within the 
borders of Israel and by their faithful 
brothers and aisters, co-workers beyond 
the borders. 

WHAT have these last ten years given 
us? What have these last ten years 
given our people? Not only a na­

tional home, not only the status of a free 
and sovereign nation, not only a sanctuary 
of redeemed life and reborn hope for 
hundreds of thousands of our brethren, 
refugees for whom the rest of the great 
wide world had no place. Not only an 
1:miergent new civilization, a rare blend­
ing of the old and new, not only a land 
risen from the ruins and the waste of the 
:i;ava of ce m:ies. Qn beholds at every 
urn t e n t y th and the eyes 
f y u. , ll-P s of youth. But 
hese la e restored to our 

~eop , confidence which 
he ue u i9s al ost succeeded in 

aestroring-. las't 11n years saved us 
rom fa,_-tA_l de air . a!y!r the Nazi horrors 
hich r~, nt{l~n and caused the 

pirit of o J> e,,6:P1:e almost to languish 
»nto death. 'rhese last ten years have 
lield us and made us whole again. They 
have restored to us the sense of national 
worth and national mission. And history 
has led us back after many daring and 
desnerate detours to the royal highway 
of our national destiny. 

Is our work done after these ten 
magnificent, exciting, heroic years? Our 
work will not be done until the ingather­
ing is completed, until the national econ­
omy of Israel is stabilized, until it bas 
its borders made secure and its enemie1 
cease from threatening and harassing. 

I SRAEL is not opposed to Arab unity, 
any more than the people o.:f Israel 
were ever opposed to the legitimate 

national aspirations of the Arab people. 
Israel would like to cooperate with these 
enterprises which, combining the technical 
know-how and the dedicated services of 
the people of Israel, with the vast ca­
pacities, many of these unexplored, of the 
Arab peoples of the Middle East, may 
convert that poor area of the world into 

• 
Ill History 

one of the great centers of progref'ir 11nd 
development. 

Israel sees itself ultimately as a par -
ner in a companionship of efforts on the 
part of all peoples and governments in 
that area. I recall that even in ancient 
days, when Israel faced a hostile Egypt 
and often a hostile Syria - an Egypt 
which had enslaved our people for 400 
years, and a Syria which destroyed tho 
Kingdom of Israel in 722 - nevertheless 
the prophets in Israel in those days had 
the larger vision of the ultimate recon­
ciliation. And 10 the flaming words ol 
the prophet Isaiah pronounced: "In that 
day shall Israel be the third with Eg: t 
and with Syria, even a blessing in the 
midst of the land whom the Lord of Hosts 
shall bless, saying, blessed be Egypt, 
my people, and Syria by the work of n1 • 
bands and Israel by inheritance." 

This is the spirit of Israel all thrr,. gh­
out the ages. It was Israel who ga <' to 
mankind the vision of all peoples be, +ing 
their swords into plowshares am!. t!ieir 
knives into pruning hooks, and not r-oing 
to war any more, all of them being '.: ·u ided 
by the God of Justice and the Br other­
hood of Peace, 

BUT until that time of acceptar ce and 
reconciliation, until such t:me aa 
statesmen, instead of ambitious poli­

ticians, shall arise among the Arnb peop­
les in the Middle East - politicians who 
will be thinking of how to benefit their 
peoples, not how to reestablish mi!ita:ry 
empires and dictatorships - until tliat 
time comes, Israel must be made secure. 
The best way w make Israel SC'cure is 
to give her the economic weapons with 
which she can develop her national life. 

This I take a1 the meaning of the 
campaign for Israel Bonds. 'I here are 
all kinds of bonds. There are bonds of 
servitud", there are involur,tary bond(! 
which enshackle people. Israel Bonds are 
bonds of unity. They represent voluntary 
commitments on 9ur part to share the 
common tasks with our brothers and sis-· 
ters in Israel and to help th ·m build for 
strengt h and security. The e are nds 
of Freedom. hese are Bouds of y;ctc,ry. 
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