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AMERICAN JEWIS 
CANNOT-BE DISRUPTE ,i; 1/s] 

Th~ Unifying Forces Are Stronger Than the Elements 
Sowing Dissenaloa. - By Rabbi ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Th,it . • erica~ ; Jewish com­
munity" • well organized, per­
haps even ovet"-etganizedl"' Over­
organization • •, over-building 
are a distinct • 1:tity. Not evel!y 
good idea .warrants a new build­
ing. or a new campaign. While 
there exist, . of ,; ·course, many 
groupings and di.Visions among 
our people, such as are to be ex­
pected arriona more than five mil­
lion people and especially among 
more than five million Jews, who 
have never, been noted for their 
coagulatory propensities, there is 
presently not evident any catas-

trophic disunity which migh t 
prove dangerous in an emerg­
ency. 

A generation or two ago, be­
fore l\\e1-~~4- deprolatarization 
of our . niuni,raftt Jewish popula­
tion ~ -~ our people be­
cam • . OlllinantlY. members of 
the nWIHill-an 81iddle class, th~ir 

- ideologidll differences were far 
sharper, more numerous and 
more stridehtly vocal that they 
are today. The economic shift 
has softened and moderated their 
one-time irreconcilabilities. 

Former Rift• Gone 
The major rift in the American 

J ewish community between Zion­
ists and anti-Zionists, which filled 
our household with the clamor 
of dissension for _ more than a 
generation, bas been planned and 
bridged by the, establishment of 
the State ol Israel. A sense of 
historic responsibilty, as well as 
of Jewish pride and loyalty came 
to prevail over abstract ideologies 
once the fateful chips were down. 
In the heroic struggle which im­
niediately preceded the moment­
ous decision in the United Na­
tions and in the desperate battle 
days whitjt followed, American 
.Jews who were known as life­
long oppo6cnts of the cause of the 
reestablishmen t of the Jewish 
State, turned out to be among 
its most helpful fnends. Many o 
th .m have .since become leader.s 
m many reconstruction ta ks in 
behalf of Israel. It is true that 
some of them still wish to be 
known as non-Zionists. But no 
one will quarrel with . them on 

that score. :Even the Prime 
Minister of Israel, Mr. David Ben 
Gurion, claims that he himself 
is mt a Zionist •.. 

TJae Lbagering Few 
• There remain, of 
lingering few on the American 
Jewish scene, actuated .either bv. 
fear or self-hatred who are-. 
resolved to keep the dying em• 
bers of the old C?Ontroversy 
smaJdering at all cost.. At timea 
they resort to reprehensible ads 
of defamation and of bearing 
false witness against their fellow 
Jews. Fortunately, thew numbera 
are too few and their bombila• 
tions too synthetic either to im­
press or to disrupt the unity 
which ha~ been measurably 
achieved in American Jewilh 
life. 

It would be well for all Amer• 
ican Jews to bear in mind that 
Israeli citizenship is not an art­
icle of export. The identification 
of the Jewish people, however, 
with the land of Israel and the 
hope of its restoration have been 
an article of faith of our people 
everywhere throughout the agei;. ' 
Our aim in the future should' oo 
to mainta in relatienships wi th. 
Israel which are friendly, fluid 
and non-dogmatic. It is easy to 
bedevil a spiritual and historic 
situation with clever or malic i us 
dialects but the consequences of 
it can only be harm(ul for every-

• one. 

The Ultra-Orthodox 
Of late, another small group, 

belonging to a belligerent ultra­
orthodox wing, has attempt d to 
sow dissension. It has blust ring­
ly rejected any form of coopera­
tion w ith other Jewish rel i"ious 
bodies and it has publicly ex­
communicated rabbis who o ·not 
subscribe to their tenets. This 
form of fanatical clericalism, the 
American Jewish community 
cannot lolerate. There is room on 
the American scene for all si ncere 
religionis ts, but they must win 
adherence and influence in an 
open and competitive field of 
ideas on the basis of their in 4 

trinsic merit and appeal and not 
through words and acts of bigot­
ed contentiousness. They must 
learn to work together, and, while 
remaining firm in tbek convic-

(Conlinued on page I) -
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doru,, b resp ctfu l f those of 
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The annual campaign in our 
communities for wt!l"far fund s o( 
all kinds have greatly_ helped o 

I bring J~ws together - Jews of 
II hade of opinion and from 

I 
all walks of I ife. B )" so doing 
they have gr ally integrated our 
community life. Jews have be­
come acquainted with one anoth-



er under mo t favorable circum­
stances while engaged in benev­
olent ent rpri ✓.es - at which 
time they are at their best. They 
have discovered many bonds of 
under. landing and mutual re-
pect. Thi ~ ha been one or the 

most gratifying by-product ,, of 
our large-scale fund-r i,,:n a -
tivities. Th:._, you ill d ill, is 
foretold in Vlll' T11r,,11. "The £>ffod 
of Zedak.1h will be p£>ac and the 
result or Z dakah qu ic-lne. s and 
trust alwc1 ys:• 

Mutual Reenforcement 

time abandon£>d these o-oals, nor 
questic tH.:d its covenanted role in 
hi lory. The people as a whole, 
remained steadfast. It was the 
u:,,tarned and collective rhythm 

of it: life>. Various and conflict­
'ng exp c111..1 ions have· been offer­
•d for . tlii-; remarkable steadfast­

lH'S. 1-tom<' chose to call it in-
redible obstinacy, and for the 

vigor and inn r force which 
mainta ined the people in its high 
re.o!ve to live in the world and 
yet apart from it, to go fon•.:ard 
alone, to be different and yet 
trive alway for unity and bro th­

~rhood ! But the ,,,teadfastn s • was 
an incontroverllble . fact. 

The establ ishment of the State 
of Israel, a decade ago, ha under­
girded Jewish •life everywhere. 
No new Torah h s come forth No Cultural P luralism 
from Zion, and no new Torah is If ever the American Jewish 
needed, but a new apiril ha most·· com!J1unity should isolate it.s<:lf 
certainly come forth which has from .the -re t of world Jewry and 
uplifted the hearts of our people fr~m the piritual and cultural 
everywhere. A new g1:ace, com~ P"flt of the world J~ish com­
pounded of pride. vindication and manity and r j ct Jhe eternal 
victory ha come into our lives. maQ,9afes an<( the binding col­
For the first time in the many lecti responsibility M. Juda i. m, 
long and weary centuries our it will di:integrate •. lowly 01· 

people is eating not the. bread swiftly, as the ca e may be, but 
or affliction, of exile and home- disintegrate it will. We cannot 
,es.i-ness .. but the nourishing bread long endure an existen e without 
l'.C freedom and indeP,endence horizons .. As a se<:u lar. ethnic 01 

hich is as honey in our mouth nafion,alfly group on the Ameri-
and in the mouths f our chil- can cen , it is certain to b as­
Jren. Wha ever i pres ntly re- similated, after a time, as i the 
,.,urgent in American Jewish life ca e with all such groups. At­
e nnot be d isas;;ociated from tractive ideologies apart, there 
,vhat has so a. toundingly Happen- i '• reaJlt· no significant ethnic 
.-d in I rael. The hands which group on the American scene 
iaid the founda tions of the npw which is dedicating it 1f con­
.Jewish life over there ant! c!e~ ·ciously to the concept of cul­
tr,nded il w ith such uperb and tural pluralism. 
,rnmagined • valor, h'ave al o The goal are ·e t. How faith-

:,;t re ngthened the pir.iiual ~ foun.: fully our de, cendants will follow 
dillions f ou1· Jewish life b~t'e. a course which w ill lead to their 
We are richly indebted to th m attainmeni • is unpredictable. 
as they, ind ed, are indf'b-t d to There have been gen~rations of 
us. May thi mutual reenforce- Jews in parts of the world whose 
ment n ver cea: spirit wa not teadfasl. Ther£ 

One Frateraity 
American !~ews are part f 

world Jewr . We have no his. 
toric g aJ ~ ther than tho e ~ 
the Jewish people elsewher and 
ev~rywhere. We abide ~ comrad­
e of their pirit, even if we do 
not share in all the vicis itudes o( 

th ir fortun . We feel the pulse ' 
1f me fraternity. Nol all Jew-, 

ii •iur.e, re con·ciou~ f th se 
•~._ ,_d:,, nor w re they in the past. 

Hut he r)plc, as a wh le. at no 

have been others who "gave their 
bac~ to the smiter " and died 
a~ piaryrs !or their faith. There 
have: been still. other generation. 
which were neither rebellious nor 
dedicated ·but which d,rifted aim­
le.,'5sly about in ,a pirit~al no­
man's-land. Whether the coming 
generations of American Jew · 
will accept their historic a sign­
ments, and to what extent, will 
depend upon the nature of thei1 
Jewish education, th ir enlirrht-

ned convicti,;n. 'ln their unde­
fealt!d Jewtsll prtde. 




