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AMERICAN JEWISH 
(; dl;l 

/1,,. ~✓s] CANNOT BE DISRUPTE 
The Unifying Forces Are Stronger Than the Elements 

Sowing Dissension. - By Rabbi ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

The ~ericari Jewish com­
munity _,is well organized, per­
haps even over-organized, Over­
organization a over-building 
are a distinct liabitity. Not evefy 
good idea .warrants a new build­
ing or a new campaign. While 
there exist, . of &urse, many 
groupings and divisions among 
our people, such as are to be ex­
pected among more than five mil­
lion people and especially among 
more than five million Jews, who 
have never, been noted for their 
oagulatory propensities, there is 
resently not evident any catas-

trophic disunity which might 
prove dangerous in an emerg­
ency. 

A generation or two ago, be­
fore the rapid deprolatarization 
of our immigrant Jewish popula­
tion and before our people be­
came1 prai;minantly members of 
the Ameriean middle class, their 
ideological differences were far 
sharper, more numerous and 
more stridefitly vocal that they 
are today. The economic shift 
has softened and moderated their 
one-time irreconcilabilities. 

Former Rifts Gone 

The major rift in the American 
Jewish community between Zion­
ists and anti-Zionists, which filled 
our household with the clamor 
of dissension for_ more than a 
generation, has been planned and 
bridged by the_ establishment of 
the State of Israel. A sense of 
historic responsibilty, as well as 
of Jewish pride and loyalty came 
to prevail over abstract ideologies 
once the fateful chips were down. 
In the heroic struggle which im­
mediately preceded the moment­
ous decision in the United Na­
tions and in the desperate battle 
days whitjl followed, American 
Jews who were known as life­
long oppolcnts of the cause of the 
reestablishment of the Jewish 

• State, turned out to be among 
its most helpful friends. Many of 
them have since become leaders 
in many_ ~n~i:uction tasks in 
behalf of Israel. It is true that 
some of them still wish to be 
known as non-Zionists. But no 
one will quarrel with them on 

that score. Even the Prime 
Minister of Israel, Mr. David Ben 
Gurion, claims that he himself 
is not a Zionist , 

The Lingering Few 

There remain, of course, a 
lingering few on the American 
Jewish scene, actuated either by 
fear or self-hatred who· are 
resolved to keep the dying em­
bers of the old controversy 
smoldering at all costs. At times 
they resort to reprehensible ads 
of defamation and of bearing 
false witness against their fellow 
Jews. Fortunately, thew number& 
are too few and their bombila­
tions too synthetic either to im­
press or to disrupt the unity 
which has been measurably 
achieved in American Jewish 
life. 

It would be well for all Amer­
ican Jews to bear in mind that 
Israeli citizenship is not an art­
icle of export. The identification 
of the Jewish people, however, 
with the land of Israel and the 
hope of its restoration have been 
an ar-ticle of faith of our people 
everywhere throughout the ages. 
Our aim in the fµture ,should b,1 
to maintain relat,,i.enships with 
lsrael which are fri~dly, fluid 
and pan-dogmatic. I-r is easy to 
b spiritual and historic 
si Hh clever or malicious 
dia, ut the constquences of 
it 'e~ly be harmful for every­
one. 

The Ultra-Orthodox 

Of late, another small ~oup, 
belonging to a belligerent ultra­
orthodox wing, has attempt d to 
sow dissension. It haB blusr ring­
ly rejected any form f )t>pera­
tion with other Jewish 'tel;gious 
bodies and it has publicly ex­
communicated rabbis who do ·not 
subscribe to their tenets. This 
form of fanatical clericali$11, the 
American Jewish community 
cannot tolerate. There is room on 
the American scene for all sincere 
religionists, but they must win 
adherence and influenee in an 
open and competitive field of 
ideas on the basis of their in­
trinsic merit and appeal and not 
through words and acts of bigot­
ed contentiousness. They must 
learn to work together, and, while 
remaining firm in their. convic-
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,ions, be respectful of those 
others. 

The annual c~mpa1gn:; in our 
communities for wel'fare funds of 
all kinds have greatly helped to 
bring Jews together - Jews of 
1111 shades • of opinion and from 
all walks of life. By so doing 
they have greatly integrated our 
community life. Jews have be­
come acquainted with one anoth-
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