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THE ROLE OF AMERICAN ZIONIS i N THE ESTABI.JSHt NT OF ISRAEL 

by 

DR . ABBA HILLEL SILVFR 

American Zionists today share with Zionists the world over and with the 

citizens of Israel the deep joy of this occasion - the fenth Anniversary of 

the establishment of the State of Israel . The pride and the lory of this 

historic achievement belonP to all Jews evervwhere and to the Penerations of Jews 

who are not here but who hoped and prayed and labored and sacrificed that this 

historic victory and vindicat·on might be had . Destiny had sin~led out the 

American Jewish community - - the lar~est and the most influential in the world, 

the least ravaged by the disasters of war - a free community in a blessed and 

gracious democracy - - for a special task in the cruc·a1 hour . It is a source of 

deep satisfaction that the great summoning and challenging hour • d not find this 

community either unprepared or unequal to the magnitude of the task assigned to it . 

It became clear to the leaders of our movement in our country, to some sooner 

than to others , that only as the United States ould be brought into the picture 

very affirmatively as a strong and dependable friend of ours , oul our cause 

make any pro ress at all . It was also clear that the Jewish comr'unity of the 

United St tes would have to be mobilized, alerted and informed as to the true 

goal to be achieved and the proper line of actjon . 

As a first step it was decided to convoke a conference , a truly representative 

conference of the whole of .American Jewry where the will of the American Jewish 

community would have an opportunity to express itself on the fundamental issue . 

This Conference , democratica ly elected , met at the ialdorf- Astoria Hotel in New 

York City in the late summer of 1943. The chief issue before the Conference was 

the Resolution favorin the Jew;sh Cormnonwealth. A determ·ned effort was made , 

by the non- Zionist minority to dissuade the Conference from ~dopting any resolution 

favorin the Jewish Commonwealth . This minority u ged non- action in the name of 
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Jewish unity and threatened to bolt the meeting if its view d.d not prevail . 

Some of the official Zionist spokesmen had actually capitulated to this view. 

A compromise seemed to be in the making whereby the Zionists would ~ive up their 

demand for a Jewish Commonwealth in return for the support of the non- Zionists for 

unlimited Jewish immigration into ~alestine . The danger was clear . But the attempt 

to red11ce the issue of Palestine to one of immigration and to prevent the Conference 

from making a clear declaration on the Jewish Commonwealth fa·led . The Conference 

issued a forthright and vigorous declaration in favor of the Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Jews of America assembled at that Conference realized that on the eve of great 

international adjustments and orientations which the Second World ar was destined 

to bring about , and at a time when , undoubtedly, tremendous decisions would be 

made affecting future generatjons, it rould be folly for the Jewish people to 

confine its demands to a matter of immigration schedules and not to present its 

~111 case and its basic historic needs to the tribunal of American and world 

public opinion . 

The political maturity of merican Jewry as fully demonstrated at this 

Conference and the Zionist forces were now able to move forv1ard more confidently 

than ever before . In Au st 1943 the American Zionist Emergency Council had been 

organized , representing all the Zionist bodies in the United States . It now pro

ceeded to initiate a nation-wide public relations pro am , designed to activate 

all the Jews of America in behalf of the Zionist cause . The issues were too eat 

to be left to Hofjuden ••• Local Emergency Councils were established in hundreds 

of communities throughout the land. Thereafter , no occasion , no opportunity and 

no vehicle was overlooked to bring the ur ency of our cause to the attention of 

the Jews of the United States . 

The next step , of course , was to mobilize non-Jewish public opinion . The most 

effective way in a democracy to achieve a goal of historic magnitude is through 

or~anized public opinion . We had to get the backing of the American people for our 

cause -- its ministers , e ucators , writers , journalists , leaders of capital and 

labor, State legislators , Congressmen and Senators . We could not depend on the 



• 

quiet intervention of friends or on backstage diplomacy . We knew that we had 

many friends in every walk of American life , but we had to urge them to make known 

their support to our government . Te circulated books , tracts , pamphlets , press 

releases by the thousands - by the tens of thousands , by the hundreds of thousands . 

We placed our literature in every center in our country . ~re interviewed editors, 

writers , news commentators and others who help mold public opinion . e arranged 

meetings throughout the country; sent speakers to tell our story and organized 

lar~e and impressive conferences . 

One of the issues which agitated American Zionists and Jews generally, during 

those critical years , was the proper attitude which we should take towards our 

government ' s handling of the Palestine issue . Some felt that our government was 

derelict in pressing for our rights - rights to which the American government and 

the American people stood committed. Others were unwilling to embarrass the 

Administration or to embarrass themselves ith the Administration . This issue was 

bound, sooner or later , to come to a head , nd it ct·d . After a period of sharp 

controversy and public debate, the issue was finally decided in favor of those who 

believed in a frank, forthri ht and resolute approach to our government and in the 

mobilization of American opinion for determined act;on . Accordingly both political 

parties were requested to include a pro-Palestine plank in their political platforms 

in 1944 on the eve of our national elections , and they consented . The same year a 

Resolut·on was introduced in the Congress of the United States in order to put 

the legislative branch of our government on record . For a time the Resolution , 

whose passa e was never in doubt , was delayed through the intervention of the State 

and the War Departments , but it was finally adopted in December 1945. One of 

the reasons for the introduction of the Resolution in Congress was the importance 

of impressing upon our State Department the fact that the Palestine issue was not 

a peripheral one and could be treated lightly but that it is one of the major 

objectives of American foreign policy , to which it should devote as much thought 

and energy as it did to other important and urgent problems . It could not be 
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dismissed by mere gestures of good~vill and vague promises. 

fr. Sumner Wells , in his book "Where are We Heading" commenting on the action 

of Congress on the Palestine Resolution , states: 

"The position taken by the legislative branch of the 
government was firm, tonic and enlightened, as has 
often been the case in recent months. The Congress 
favored a foreign policy that was far more positive 
than that of the Executive and far more likely to 
further a healthy world reconstruction." 

It was the American Zionists forces who defeated the infamous Grady- ~orrison 

recommendations which ere the outgrowth of the Report of the Anglo-~~erican Committee 

of Inquiry - in itself a threat to our Zionist program. 

When reat Britain finally referred the Palestine question to the United Nations 

it became even clearer to us that the role of the United States would be decisive 

in all future deliberations on Palestine. Convinced that the outcome of the 

United ~ations 1 deliberations would depend largely upon the stand which would be 

taken by the Government of the United St tes our Zionist forces intensified their 

efforts and proceded , with even greater concentration to mobilize our supporters, 

both Jewish and non-Jewish. Our chief task was to convince our national Adminis

tration that it should take the lead in the United ations in support of the 

Jewish position , in pursuance of the clearly expressed wishes of the American 

people. e carried on a tremendously energetic campaign of education all through 

19L7 and we made careful preparations to pre ent our case before the United ations. 

Our case, by general consent, was presented impressively and effectively. It 

as now necessary to insure that the Jajority Report of the United tions Special 

Committee on Palestine would be approved by the required two-thirds vote of the 

members of the United ations. This was a colossal undertakin which called for 

tremendous exertions on the part of the organized forces of American Jewry and 

American Zionism. Every U. N. delegation where we could hope for support was contacted 

and no effort was spared to win it over. During the last nerve1racking days of 

the General Assembly's session, it was by no means certain that the necessary two

thirds majority vote would be attained. The outcome depended entirely on whether 
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the United States would use its reat influence with the nations which nonnally 

followed its lead and would urge them to vote in favor of the plan. The results 

are history! The nited st tes delegat·on did warmly urge other nations to 

follow its lead in support of the Partition Plan and on the memorable day of 

November 29 , 1948, by a vote of 33 to 13, the neneral Assembly gave j_nternational 

sanction to the establishment of the Jewish State . It was a turning point in our 

history , the culmination of generations of struggle and sacrifice . Nothing can 

ever dim the glory of that great hour of decision and nothing can minimize its 

immense significance for all future developments . 

But this , of course, was not the end of the story, for the American overnment 

soon reversed its position . On arch 19, 1948 the American Delegation to the 

Security Council announced that, inasmuch as the Partitjon scheme could not be 

implemented by peaceful means , the Security Council should recommend to the 

General Assembly, to be convoked in special session, the establishment of a 

nited Nations Trusteeship for Palestine, and tna:t in the meantime the Security 

Council should instruct the Palestine Commission to suspend its efforts to implement 

the reposed Partition plan . It was now necessary to begin the whole work over 

a ainl It became immediately imperative to give effective expression to public 

indignation over the Administration's shocking reversal . A q~arter of a million 

Jews demonstrated at a ass Rally in 1adison Square Park . Fifty thousand Jewish 

war veterans paraded through the streets of New York City in nrotest . eetin s 

of protest were held in nearly every town and city in the United States. Our 

friends ere roused to action. 

This tremendous effort succeeded in defeating the last minute attempt to 

bring about a repudiat:on of the Partition Resolution, which unfortunately , had 

been sparked by our own Government . As the y 15th deadline for the termination 

of the andate and Proclamation of the Jewish State approached1 the American Delegation 

tempted a last minute manouever to keep the Jewish people of Palestine from 

proceeding ith the proclamation of their State . They sought to eneage he Jewish 

Aeency in a truce conference and in a new tern orary trusteeship agreement . Some 
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Jewish leaders and some members of the Executive of the Jewish A~ency were prepared 

to accept this _"'roposal . They were afraid of the threats and the reprisals v:hich 

might be resorted to in case the Jewish Agency refused to yield. Fortunately the 

majority of the American section of the Je ·sh Agency did not yiel, and the 

United States delegations plan ,,as re:iected. On !.:ay 14th the State of Israel 

was proc1a·med and it was shortly thereafter that President Truman , speakin for 

the American C~vernment , ~ve the first official recognition to the newly con

stituted State of Israel. 

The American Jewish community is largely to be credjted with the political 

victories in the United tations wmch prepared the way for the establishment of 

the St te of Israel. 

To be sure, these political victories in themselves cli d not esta lish th 

St8te of Israel. It remained for the poorly equipped, the fearless and the de

termined fightinP forces of Palestine Jewry to uphold the Tnited 1ations 1 decision 

and to carry it into effect, in the face of the com ine resistence of Arab 

governments who resorted to war, and in the face 1 o, we nmst regret.fully ack

nowled e, of ritish obstructionism and a crippling arms embargo . 

Since that t~ne the role of American Zionism has been to defend on th 

political front - tense , shiftin~ , dangerous and always full of surprises -

what had been achieved, to counter-act host.;le Arab ropaganda which has bPen 

growing steadily in strength on the American scene, as well as the hostile pro 

a anda from certai nreconcil~d Jewish q1arters. Am r:can Zionists have been in 

the forefront of evecy effort for the economic support and development of Israel . 

The so-called non-Zionist front of or financial campaiens for Israel in the Tnited 

States has obscured the fact that substantially, both in ·vin and in lPadership, 

it is the Zionists, whether affiliated or unaffiliated , in every cormnunity who 

carry he financial load as well as the organizational responsibility . 

In view of all this it is of utmost ur ency that world Jewry and especially 

American Jewrv , should remain mobilized to defend what it has pains akingly ano 
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honorably built, and that the Zionist movement which organized world Jewry 

politically and economically for the eat and successful national effort, 

should continue to give it effective and intelligent d ·rection and guidance in 

the future. It is not the result of a miracle that we have a State, and it 

would be folly to trust to miracles in the future. 

It is ratifying to note hat the importance of maintaining a strong Zionist 

or~anization in the :aspora is now bein~ vigorously defended even by those who 

previously had been indifferent or critical of the idea when it was advocated by 

some of us soon after the establishment of the StRte. At hat time the insistence 

upon maintaining the prestige and authority of the Zionist movement for the sake 

of Israel as well as world Jewry was interpreted as a long-distance attempt on 

the part of certain Zionist leaders outside of Israel to run the affairs of the 

Sate of Israel. This interpretation fortunately, is no longer held. 

American Zionism has yet a great role to play in the future. It is acknowled~ed 

everywhere that our country must and will continue to play a special role in the 

ear East. Its own legitimate interests and the interests of the free orld demand 

it. The political fortunes of Israel will deoend largely upon American policy in 

that part of the ·orld. It is clear , on the basis of that has already transpired, 

that the Sovi t -nion is firmly resolved to p netrate the ear :&!st and, if possible 

to Sovietize it, and wi ll not hesitate to sacrifice Israel to win over the Arab 

world. There are powerful oil and other interests in our own country ho would 

not hesitate to advocate a similar policy of appeasement • . e cannot conceive that 

our ~overnment will yield to any such press1res and adopt a policy so alien to its 

traditi0ns, its sympathies, its moral commitments and so repuP'!lant to the sentiments 

of the overwhelming majority of its citizens. But the mounting pressures may achieve 

some partial successes nevertheless. 

e must be alert to all such eventualities. The only or~anized body single

heartedly dedicated to this assignment are the Zionists of the United States . 

They may be tru ted in the future to serve, as they have served in the pa.st as 

the covenanted guardians of the historic idea - the front-line soldiers in its 

steadfast defense . 
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In ~storic Retros~ect 

THE ROLE OF AMERIC .. '\11 ZIONISM IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISRI\EL 

by 

DR. ABBA 8IJJ,EL SILVER 

t 

, We publish herewith text of on address delivered by , 
, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland, o., at the opening ot 
, the two-day zm Anniversary Convocation held at the ZM , 
, Daniel Frisch House, Tel Aviv, on April 29, 1958. • 

' ' The Convocation, which was held within the framework of , 
, ZOA Week in Israel, was attended by 2000 invited guests, in- , 
, eluding members of the Diplanatic Corps, representatives of , 
, the Israel Goverment, Knesset, Jewish Agency and the world , 
, press. Delegates and guests also included aane 500 ZM mem- , 
, bers who arrived 1n Israel to participate 1n· the Tenth Ami-
' versary Independence celebrations. , 
t 

' t 
I 

' 
' 1 

' 
' 

' Dr. Silver 'a address waa of special significance in view • 
of his own role in mobilizing American support for the eatab- , 
liahment ot the State of Israel both aa chairman of the , 
American Zionist &nergency Council and as chairman of the , 
American Section of the Jewish Agency Execut1 ve. It was in • 
the latter capacity that he presented the case tor a sovereign• 
Jewish state before the United Nations in 1947 and 1948. , 

- The Ed. ' 
t 

American Zionists today share with Zionists the world over and with the citi

zens of Israel the deep joy of this occasion -- the Tenth Anniversary of the 

establishment of the State of Israel. The pride and the glory of this historic 

achievement belong to ell J"e•As everywhere and to the generations of Jews who are 

not here but who hoped and prayed and labored and sacrificed that this historic 

victory and vindication might be had. Destiny bad singled out the American Jewis}, 

cot'Jmunity -- the largest e.11d the most ini'.'~"'.lential in the world, the lee.st ravaged 

by the disasters of war -- a fr~e ~o.m~~y in a blessed and gracious democracy -

for a special task 1n the crucial h1}\U". I·t is a som-ce of deep satisfaction that 

the great summoning and challenging hour did not find this community either unpre

pared or unequal to the magnitude of the task e.saigned to it. 

It became clear to tbe leaders of our movement in our country, to some sooner 

than to other,, that only as the United States would be brought into the picture 

very attil.,natively as a strong and dependable friend of ours, would our ca1.1se 1'llBke 

any progress at e.11. It we.a also clear that the Jewish carJJDUD1ty of the 'Jn!ted 

Sta.tea would ha•,e to be mobilized, alerted and informed to the t:rue goal to be 

achieved and the proper line of action. 
- more -
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As a first step it was decided to convoke a conference, a truly representative 

conference of the whole of American Jewry where the will of the American Jewish 

community would have an opportunity to express itself on the fundamental issue. 

This Conference, democratically elected, met at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New 

York City in the late summer of 1943. The chief issue before the Conference was 

the Resolution favoring the Jewish C01LJI1onwee.lth. A determined effort was made, 

by the non-Zionist minority to dissuade the Conference from adopting any resolutioD 

favoring the Jewish Comnonwealth. This minority urged non-action in the name of 

Jewish unity and threatened to bolt the meeting if its view did not preva.11. Some 

of the official Zionist spokesmen had actually capitulated to this view. A compro

mise seemed to be in the making whereby the Zionists would give up their demand for 

a Jewish Commonwealth in return for the support of the non-Zionists for unlimited 

Jewish immigration into Palestine. The danger was clear. But the att empt to re

duce the issue of Palestine to one of immigration and to prevent the Conference 

from me.king a clear declaration on the Jewish Commonwealth failed. The Conference 

issued a forthright and vigorous declaration in favor of the Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Jews of America assembled at that Conference realized that on the eve of great 

international adjustments and orientations which the Second World War was destined 

to bring about, and at a time when, undoubtedly, tremendous decisions would be made 

affecting future generations, it would be folly f or the Jewish people to confine 

its demands to a matter of imnigration schedules and not to present its full case 

and its basic historic needs to the tribunal of American and world public opinion. 

The political maturity of American Jewry was fully demonstrated at this Con

ference and the Zionist forces were now able to move forward more confidently than 

ever before. In August 1943 the American Zionist Emergency Council had been organ

ized, representing all the Zionist bodies 1n the United States. It now proceeded 

to initiate a nation-wide public relations program, designed to activate all the 

Jews of America. in behalf of the Zionist cause. The issues were too great to be 

left to Hofjuden ... Local Emergency Councils were established in hundreds of commu

nities throughout the land. Thereafter, no occasion, no opportunity and no vehicle 

was overlooked to bring the urgency of our cause to the attention of the Jews of the 

United States. 

The next step, of course, was to mobilize non-Jewish public opinion. The most 

effective way in a democracy to achieve a goal of historic magni'tude is through or

ganized public opinion. We had to get the backing of the American people for our 

c~use -- its ministers, educators, writers, JourM.lists, leaders of capital and 

labor, State legislators, Congressmen and Senators. 

intervention of friends or on backstage diplomacy. 

- more -

we could not depend on the quiet 

We 1 that we bad many triendll 
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in evwy walk of American life, but we had to urge them to me.ke known their support 

to our goverl'lJllent. We circulated bookl, tracts, pamphlets, press releases by the 

thousands -- by the tens of thousauda, by the hundreds of thousand.a. We placed our 

literature in every center in our country. We interviewed editors, writers, news 

commentators and others who help mold public opinion. We arranged meetings through

out the country; sent speakers to tell our story and organized large and impressive 

conferences. 

One of the issues which agitated American Zionists and Jews generally, during 

those critical years, was the proper attitude which we should take towards our gov

ernment's handling of the Palestine issue. Some felt that our government was dere• 

lict in pressing for our rights -- rights to which the American government and the 

An:erica.n people stood coo:mitted. Others were unwilling to embarrass the Adminis -

tration or to embara.ss themselves with the Administration. This issue waa bound, 

sooner or later, to come to a head, and it did. After a period of sharp controversy 

and public debate, the issue was finally decided in favor of those who believed in 

a frank, forthright and resolute approach to our go-vernment and in the mobilization 

of American opinion for determined action. Accordingly both political parties were 

requested to include a pro-Palestine plank in their political platforms in 1944 on 

the eve of our national elections., and they consented. The same year a Resolution 

was introduced in the Congress of the United States in order to put the legislative 

braneh of our government on record. For a time the Resolution, whose passage was 

never in doubt, was delayed through the intervention of the State and the War De

partments., but it was finally adopted in December, 1945. One of the reasons for the 

introduction of the Resolution in Congress was the importance of impressing upon 

our State Department the fa.ct the.t the Palestine issue was not a peripheral one 

and could be treated lightly but tbe.t it is one of the ~ajor obJectives of American 

foreign policy, to which it should devote as much thought and energy as it did to 

other important and urgent problems. It could not be dismissed by mere gestures of 

good-Vill and w.gue promises . 

Mr. Sumner Wells, in his book "Where are We Heading" comenting on the action 

of Congress on the Palestine Resolution, states: 

"The position taken by the legislative branch of the 
gover:unent was firm, tonic and enlight~ned, as has 
often been the case 1n recent months. The Congress 
favored a foreign ~oliey that was far more positive 
than that of the E.cecutive and far more likely to 
further a healthy world. reconstruction." 

It was the American Zionists forces who defeated the infamous Grady-Morrison 

HCOltlllenda.tions which were the outgrowth of the Report of the Anglo-American Can

m1t.t.ee of Inquiry -- in itself a threat to our Zionist program. 

- more -



- 4 -

When Great Britain finally referred the Palestine question to the United 

Nations it became even clearer to us that the role of the United States would be 

decisive in all future deliberations on Palestine. Convinced that the outcome of 

the United Nations' deliberations would depend largely upon the stand which would 

be taken by the Government of the United States our Zionist forces intensified 

their efforts and proceeded, with even greater concentration to mobilize our sup

porters, both Jewish and non-Jewish. Our chief task was to convince our National 

Administration that it should take the lead in the United Nations in support of 

the Jewish position, in pursuance of the clearly expressed wishes of the American 

people. We carried on a tremendously energetic campaign of education all through 

1947 and we made careful prei:a.rations to present our case before the United Nations. 

Our case, by general consent, was presented impressively and effectively. It 

was now necessary to insure that the Majority Report of the United Nations Special 

Comittee on Palestine would be approved by the required two-thirds vote of the 

members of the United Nations. This was a colossal undertaking which called for 

tremendous exertions on the part of the organized forces of American Jewry and 

American Zionism. Every U.N. delegation where we could hope for support was con

tacted and no effort was spared to win it over. During the last nerve-wracking 

days of the General Assembly's session, it was by no means certa!n that the neces

sary two-thirds majority vote would be attained. The outcome depended entirely 

on whether the United States would use its great influence with the notions which 

normally followed its lead and would urge them to vote in favor of the plan. The 

results are history! The United States delegation did warmly urge other nations 

to follow its lead in support of the Partition Plan and on the memorable day of 

November 29, 1948, by a vote of 33 to 13, the General Assembly gave international 

sanction to the establishment of the Jewish State. It was a turning point in our 

history, the culmination of generations of struggle and sacrifice. Nothing can 

ever dim the glory of t:W.t great hour of decision and noth!ng can mi imize its im

mense significance for all future developnents. 

But this, of cou~se, was not the end of the story, for the American goveroncnt 

toon reversed its position. On March 19, 1948 the American Delegation to the 

Security Council annovnced that, inasmuch as the partition scheme could not be i~

plemented by peaceful means, the Security Council sLould reco~mend to the General 

Assembly, to be convokad in s~eeial session, the es t ablishment of a United Nations 

Trusteeship for Palestine, and tha.t in the meantime tha Security Council should 

inst~uct the Palestine COD:IDission to suspend its efforts to implement the proposed 

Pai·tition Plan. It wae now necessary to begin the whole work over again! It be· 

came imme~iately imperative to give effective expression to public indignation over 

- more -



• 

- 5 -
~the I dministration 's shockinB 1·everso.l. A quo.rter of a mil.lion Jews demonstrated 

at a. Mo.ss Rally in 1-bdison Square ro.rk. Fifty thousand Jewish war veterans po.roded 

through the streets of New Yorlt City in protest. Meetings of protest were held in 

nearly every town o.nd city in the United Ste.tea. Our friends were aroused to action. 

This tremendous effort succeeded in defeating the last minute attempt to bring 

about a repudiation of the Partition Resolution, which unfortunately, had been 

sparked by our own Government. As the May 15th deadline for the termination of the 

Mandate and Proclamation of the Jewish State approa.ched, the American Delegation at

tempted a last minute maneuver to keep the Jewish people of Palestine from proceeding 

with the proclamation of their State. They sought to engage the Jewish Agency in a 

truce conference and in a new temporary trusteeship agreement. Some Jewish leaders 

and some members of the Executive of the Jewish Agency were prepared to accept this 

proposal. They were afraid of the threats and the reprisals which might be resorted 

to in case the Jewish Agency refused to yield. Fortunately the majority of the 

American section of the Jewish Agency did not yield, and the United States delega

tions plan was rejected. On ~ay 14th the State of Israel was proclaimed and it was 

shortly thereafter that President Truman, speaking for the American Government, gave 

the first official recognition to the newly constituted State of Israel. 

The American Jewish community is largely to be credited with the political vic

tories in the United Natione whtch prepared the way for the establishment of the 

State of Israel. 

To be sure, these political victories in themselves did not establish the State 

of Israel. It remained for the poorly equipped, the fearless and the determined 

fighting forces of Palestine Jewry to uphold the United Nations' decision and to 

carry it into effect, in the fa.ce of the combined reaistence of Arab governments who 

resorted to war, and in the face also, we must regretfully acknowl~ige, of British 

o structionism and a cri~pling arms embargo. 

Since that time the role of American Zionism has been to defend on the political 

frojt -- tense, sh::.f tirg, dang 4~:;: ous and always ful l of surprises - - what had been 

ac}::L ·· ed, to eounter-ect hostile Ar £'!-) propaganda which h a be,;n grc,w➔ ng steadily in 

etr'}ngth on the Amr-:!'ican scene, a3 w.:. 11 as the hostile propaga1 da from certo.in unrc

t.: c:iciled Jewish quarters. An.e:i."!.can Z :J onists have been in the forefront of every 

fl·.r i:; for the economic suppcrt and d~velopment of Israi:; . . The so-ce.ll~d n:,:u-z;;.~:,t.st 

-::·. ; t of our financial campaig:is for Israel in tl:e United States has obscured the 

~. _t Uat substantially, both in giving and in leadership, it is the Zionists, 

, ether affiliated or ur..a.ffiliated, in every community who carry the financial load 

~1.a l;t! ll as the organizational responsibility. 

In view of all this it is of utmost urgency that world Jevry and especially 

American Jewry, should rerr.ain mobilized to defend what it has iainstakingly and 
- mor~ -
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honorably built, and that the Zionist movement which organized world Jewry politi

cally and economically for the great and successful national effort, should con

tinue to give it effective and intelligent direction and guidance in the future. 

It is not the result of a miracle that we have a State, and it would be folly to 

trust to miracles in the future. 

It is gratifying to note that the importance of maintaining a strong Zionist 

organization in the Diaspora is now being vigorously defended even by those who 

previously had been indifferent or critical of the idea when it was advocated by 

some of us soon after the establishment of the State. At that time the insistence 

upon maintaining the prestige and authority of the Zionist movem~nt for the sake 

of Israel as well as world Jewry was interpreted as a long-distance attempt on the 

part of certain Zionist leaders outside of Israel to run the affairs of the State 

of Israel. This interpretation fortunately, is no longer held. 

American Zionism bas yet a great role to play in the future. It is acknowl

edged everywhere that our country must and will continue to play a special role 

in the Near East. Its own legitimate interests and the interests of the free 

vorld demand it. The political fortunes of Ierael will depend Jargely upon Alteri

can policy in that pa.rt of the world. It is clear, on the basis of what has al

ready transpired, that the Soviet Union is firmly resolved to penetrate the Near 

East and, if possible to Sovietize it, and will not hesitate to sacrifice Israel 

to win over the Arab world. There are powerful oil and other interes-cs in our own 

country who would not hesitate to advocate a similar policy of appeasement. We can

not conceive that our government will yield to any such pressures and e.dOl)t a polic.y 

so alien to its traditions, its sympathies, its moral commitments and so repugnan~ 

to the sentiments of the overwhelming majority of its citizens. But the mounting 

pressures may achieve some partial successes nevertheless. 

We must be alert to all such eventualities. The only organized body single

heartedly dedicated to this assignment are the Zionists of the United States. 

They may be trusted in the future to serve, as they have served in the past as tte 

covenanted guardians of the historic idea -- the front-line soldiers in its stead

fast defense. 

24 AD 
4/14/58 

# # 
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.,•n,~ 
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THE ROLE OF A CAN ZIO S O ~ 'f F.sTABLISHME. T OF ISRAEL 

br 

DR . A_ BA HILLEL 

American onists 

citizens of I rael the deep joy of/ this 

the establ1shment oft e t~te of srael . 

th world over nn with the 

th Tenth nniv r~a of 

rj e ann t e lory of th·s histo c 

achievement belone to all Jew ev rywhere 

are not her but ho h pe ala pr yed nd labored 

of Jews who 

n sacrificed that this 

historic victo 

Amer can Jew sr c 

n n c ti n mi t be had. De t ny had n led out the 

+,v - the l r t n 
~ ~ 

.e st inf uent al in the orld , ... 
the least r va "' d by thP. di t rlo! w~r, a free co unity • n a bles ed and acious 

--democracylfor s . cial t i1 1 th crt.cial hour . T . s ourc of deep 

satisfaction hat the ~ et sUJ11Inoni. ~n chall n hour did not. find th 

commun:1ty eit .r r, r .pt.rf)d or unequal to ·the .a itud of the t k ssigne to 

i t. 

It b came clear o t e leaders cf our m ~e ent n our count to s m 

' than to others , t t only s the United State ld br u t into the pictur 

very affirmativel a~ strong '.)n de enda le friend of our , ould ur c u 

make any pro at all . It 12. 1 o clear that the J wi h co unit of the 

nited States ould veto be mobilized, lert d n nfo ed as to the true 

goal to be achiev n the ro r 11ne of acti n. 

As rst ~t it eci e to convo e nfer nc , a truly re r n tive 

- I ---
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2 
conference or the whole or merican Jewry where the ill or he merican J i h camnunity 

would have an opportunity to express itself on th fun .en 1 ssue. 'I'. i Conference
1 

democra 1~ Plecte ct ~t , e 

late summer of 1943. 1he chief iss e before the Conference was the resolut on 

favori nF; t 1 th. 

Zionist minority to dis uade the Conference .from adopting any re elution favorin 

th J js .,th. Tis n t .. u d non- t· n in t.h na r; o ,: i h unity 

and thre tened to bolt t e me ting if its vi did not pre il. Some of the 

offic1al Z·o, ist • r: em rl o 

be in the kin ;hereby t Z oni~ts ould ve p her demand for a Je ish 

Co o e th: rt rn for he su port of he non- io • for nli jt. 1 • e 

irami at on into al stine. 'l'he danger was cle r. ~t t e ttem t tor uce t e 

issue f I 1 s j . too e 

clear declaratio on the Jewish C o alth failed. 'Ihe Con.fer nee iRsued a 

forthri ~ht nd ~oro1s decl ~at·on ~n ror O th J ,·St ..'ff8 

~ 
of America,{ a sembled w. that Con! rence realized hat on 

the eve of t ar. o nt t .. n co ·l 

rld r w s n ined to brin about, nd at a time when
1
undou tedly, tremendou 

decis1.ons ould be de a feet· n f ture ene at nn, i o l b ~ foll r r . 

Jewish people to confine its demands to a matt r of inmd.grat ... on chedulea and not 

to esent its full case and its basic his oric ne ds to the bribunal or /. merican 



• 

and world public o inion. 

The politic 1 aturity of ■ ldh~ 

Conference and the ;ionist forces 
t 

re a'f!!e to . ove forward more conf d nt y han , .... 

ever bef or • n Au st 1943 the erican Zionis , er .ncy Counc 1 :aqald:•■•K had 

been organized , re r . entin all the Zionist odies ·n the nited St-tes . 

proceeded to init·ate a nation ·a public relatlon ro :m , e _ ne t 

t now 

ctiv!H 

all the Jews of A ric in behalf of the Z; oni 

to be left to Hofjuden. ,~ Tocal er 

hundre of co . .munit es throu hout the 1 nd . 

c use . The s u ~ ere too , eat 

Councils w re established in 

no occ . ion, no 

opportuni y an n ve e as ov rlook d to br~n t he nc of t,o 
. 

the attention oft e J s of the Tnited State. 

Th n xt te , of cour e, w& to o 1 z 

most effect ve wA.y 1 n 

or an ze / ubli o ~nion . et the 

auee - its ni t rs , e\iuc tor , riters , jo 

labor , State 1 11.ato , Con e nd en 

quiet interv ntion of fr ends or on backsta 

ub] • • 'rhe ODl .n ::i. n . 

r! !':11 of to c m ::m. t de :is throu h 

of the meric n eopl for ur 

lea r 

cold no 

-r cap .. t . J nd 

n on the 

knew .h t e ha 

many fr ends i n .r i c n ife , bit, 

ur them to ake 

tr cts, pa nh et , 

the hundreds f t,ho 

co ntry. int rvi 

t er support to our overnrnent . 

r lea r. s the ·hous ds - by the tens f th u nd )'Y 

de itors, writ r ,news c ent ors and other who help 
,; 

mold public onin· n. ·e rran"" d t n i. roughout the count ; sent speakers 

tote or aniz 1 r . n<i con£ rences . 

One of the s~ s which atd.tRted A ric n Zioni ts and J n ra ly, during 

thof9e crit c l a , RS th r o r ttitud w ch f! hould take tow rds our 

ov rnment• ha 1 ➔ r:, f the le t, n is u . Som lt t.hat o lr o-over ment as -r eli et r l" ntr . ht , ri hts to h·ch the Amer can overnm nt nd 

th r c n Rt.o commit d . others re unwillin t o mbarra s the 

A m:ini r t n r to . barr . them • t· t e A ni trat on . This :lssu w s 



r 
bound, s oner or 1 ter, to come to a head, and it did. fter a period of sharp 

controvers an ublic de te, the i sue as fina ly d ci n favor of those w o . . 

believ d i!". ~ fr nk, f thr: ~ht . 1 ,..es,0lu.te pproach to our overrun nt nd n the 

mobiliza ,ion o .leric"n o ir1·0 etermi.ne ct on. ccordirigly both polit cal 

parties ·:ere r t. t. 

in 19l1L on e e 0 

Resolut o:i ,. .ro n e<l i1 ,he 

th of or ' 

St . Pl C 

the rn:13 .. r~ r .• .. ,. r 'uc ~ n ... 

t, n 

. they consente • 'l he " e year a 

of e ~. ·ted t tes ln order to put 

er 

s Ael y t,,rou the interve ·on of e 

fi. al y 0 ,t n ece . r 1~!15 . 01 e of 

~: c Res 111.l i n in ~ n .·cs C e 

of impres"'-1ng 0 our ta p rt ent th ct thct he e iss c not 

a peri. 

major C 

thour:ht 

not be 

.... 

... . 
of 

-
era1. C, n C tre·te 1 · -h ly t ht 

jr.ct: ve r f.. r ~C - P. ! r i n p . 
-~Y , () 

nd en as it i to ot er i ort ur nt nrobl 

sm st'."E. by n r ge tur.es of goo - ill a 

e .-re •• n It co :mer ~ e 

''' he posJ t • o. ta· r by he; le • sl. i br nch o t 
government was firm, tonic and enl ,htene , ss has 
or o .. ~ in rec The Con s 
favored a foreign policy that was far more po itiv 

of th e 1tive n f .... no:--~ li e to 
h l+hy or recon~truction." 

of the 

s m 

ms -

- e c'ion .. 

-

It as the American Z_ o j ts forces ho f ted th infamous ady- orrl on 

recommendations which were the out owth of the R ort of the Anglo-••merican Conmi ttee 
1-, 

hr at to our pro of Inquiry - n • 

en C:re t ri ta· n f • n lly r fcrred the ale st n que t on to the ni ted a ti one/ 
~ 

oikwt•>C it became even cl arer ,h t th rol of t n ted tatee ould deo1s·ve 

in all f ture deli r tion on Palest ne. Con ·need that the outcome of the 

United tione• d lib r tions ld "dep nd 1 r 1 pon he st nd which ould be 

taken 

efforts d nroc e , 

nt of the ni te 't te o Zionist forces intensified their 

,h v n rrre ter c ncen,r tion to obilize our su port rs, 
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both J Cur C e ta~k as to 

convince .hat it - . )Ul ~ e ,he lo ... ~ . n I e 

nited t : on5 ln f t j .:t n, -1 

of. .,.1e me c~ Ul!'t l;. 

camoai. of ct_ 

l r C se f l"e 

011.1 C -e, b - ~ 

:!!Co iW nP 

rO'TI ttee· -
,I n;11ec:-ti 

of +.h d - h1 

e e tions on th rt ft 

Zien· i • Tve 

no ef or 1 s 

:f the Oner 1 

twc- hird.,, 

no .. ally f 11 

res lt, re h_ 

:r • 
IJ • • eel 

I 

T e 

""t-ton!'t . 

n~~ t, va r 

t, ~ . the 

be .~pprov 

A"' 

or. ni7.ed 

here 

in 

j 

ur 

~· 

Ol"i t, ...., '!'t 

b t p 

r- r 

of 

C ul 

over . 

a. b 0 .,. 

• 

th . o 

, t· n . e 

.. 

, rs nc 0 the 1. nr 

"n t t.-r,,,€' C 

t' 1 re rat. on t nr~ - nt 

re :-iv~ J .. !"I TI ' ,. -.i 
ft . l ni. ted e i 1 

re t· o-t . s cf the e b rs ,_ 
' 

n t' r rc·nP.nr~ ous 

rlcan Jewry an I rican 

ort ~ ont. te an. w 

.ac n 

SAry 

·-
re n , 

:it \h n t· n:- " , • C 

vor f th 1 • h 

ar r o her t O S 

1.o fo 1or. • ,s n ·u p0r ft e Partjti r l , n ~ ora.t e a of 

!Towember 29 , J9L8, R ote of 33 to 13, the ner 1 A 1 r1av int .r 1 

s nction to th . t nt f the . , sh St,te . t. ni nt no r 

history, "-h on ... "' st 1 • 

ever m ,1.or o t. of C ~ (' ... no n ,. r n i e -' 

. en ific nee for ure v lo nts . 

ur. , 1, I p t , nr the f\ nt 

oon rev r .. ed i"tJ n . On ~ ... ,..c ]9 , 9lt h r:!e n e ti n tot~ 

S curi y Co ncil n ~ounce ·hat , nR has t 

im lem nt d by C f 1 .. the 
I 

neral .s by to b c nvok dins eci 1 

r r P le tin , n t 

1 10 

t 

nth 

n ch 

t t e 

nt o:f 

e ntime he curity United ation T ste 

Council hould instruct t ale tine Commission to 8\19 nd 1 ts efforts to implement 
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, the proposed Part tion pla11~ It as now nee ary to be n the whole work over 

' ~-·-again. It 'WN j i tP-1y i., Jerat ve t.o O ve e feet ve r s n to nul:l c 

:in igmit on ov r t dm:in . t.rat.ion' ~ s c cki cv r al. A qu rt.er of .i lien 

Jews de on~t.r t~d t, c- a 1, in "r i~on , r rK e . is - '-' 

war veteran ;,:, d throt h the c- reet 0 or,. 1ty .• "" ro+est. eetings 

of Protest re e "'n n rl e ery t m .,n ci~ th nited St te -- ~ 

friends e~ 8 01 ~ed to action. 

effort ~cceeded in defe~t~n, the 1st minute attempt to br ng 

about a re d t~on oft e rtition cesolution, h·ch unfor n~tely, 

by our own vernm nt . . the .ay 15th eadline for the termination of th 

. andate an Procl at on of the Jewish State an r ached, the American r ele ton 

att->mpted , ac:-t n, . manouever to kee the J 1.e of -,ale tine from 

proceed -·th the c amat: n of their tRte. l'he .. ou ht "',o en 
' 

t e h 

Ao-ency in ruce nfe nee and 1n a n tenor ry tru ... t .ship ee .ent. ~om 

J sh 1 aocrs ,n rie e ber~ r t .e 1xecuti ewi h , cy ,r re . c~r 

to acce t tlis ropo 2 • he re a. raid oft e and th reprisc\l .. h_ch 

mi ht be re ort d to n case the J sn A to yie]d. ortunat ly the 
. 

r c n ct· on or the J . dsh yiel , nd the majority of th 

United St tes e 

proclaim d n it 

plan was rejected. On y l!1th the tate of Israel wa 

hort y thereafter t. t e dent Truman , sp akin ~or the 

Am r1c n vernm nt, ve the first official r co ,i ion to the newly consti ~te 

St te or I sr e • 

The Amerio n Je i h co . n ty is la to b r te w th the pol tic 1 

victories int e ni tions h ch re y fort t bli hmen of 

the Stat of Isr el. o be ure, thee pol ti 1 v ctori sin ,hemselves 

not est bli h t te of Isr el. It re a"ned for the poorly qu pped 1 th 

d 

fearless n the etermine fi htin forces of ale tine Jewrv to u hold t nited 

NationtA decision < n to carry it into effect, in the r ce or the combined res stence 

ot Arab governmen~s ho re orted to w r, and in th f ce also, e ust rer,retfull 

acknowl ge, of tish ob tructionismJ and fcripplin arms embargo. 

Sine that time the role of merican Zionism hss be n to de nd on the 



ense, shifting, an roue and al ays full of surprises. 
Ar>b 

achieted, to c nter-act ho tile/nropaP.'~nda hich . been .. .. 
on the rric n seen, e 1 s stile ro 

t 
from certain unreconc l.d 

Jmsh uarter f ~mericen Zionists have been n h f refront of ev cy ef o t 

ort _d dev lovm ~t of 

for I r~el in the ted te 

Th . o-call d n-Z_o is rr nt 

obscur d e far.t ht 

su,stantia ,xw:iu::t:kll.xJ ■ tttllatw•x1tt.lUCMllllksM~K both in _ ng -n n lea ersh ",' 

f li ted or unaff ated • in eve comuni ty who 
- . 

the or nizat nal res on lity. 

Tn view of 11 t hi it i of utmost urgency th t .orld Jewry nd e cially 

Amr can ewry, shou r ajn mob liz o d fen hat t h; s n taki 

honcrR 1v b~ 1t., +,hnt t. Z .nn st emcnt or~ni7.e iorld 

an aconom for .he e. hou con n1 0 

iv ff r-t.:i e • • nt l 1 e t, j re ti n n nee n th It is 

not the re t of~ M1 ac th t • h e t t , n 

tom racles 1n . P 1~ e. 

It is n to ot th t the i oortanc 1 a· n aini g a stron Zio ist 

or niz ion t. e ) i ~ n jn vi oro y efende eve~ by tho e ho 

pr iously h en n i fer nt or c~itie of the ide hen it wa a voe ted by 

sorr: of u~ son ft.er e bl i ent f t. . t t • At that ti the • n i. tence 

upon rna·nt ·n1.n t.he re t uthori y of th Zioni movement for th s ce 

of Israel a 1 n err te lon i tanoe attempt on 

the part f ~P.rt ·n Zion s outsi e of Isr el to run the Aff rs of the 

State of Isr el. rican Z➔ oni m has 

~t gre t role to play in the 1\iture. It 1 cknowled d everywhere that our 

country mu t n will c nti ue to play a ci 1 role in the rear East. Its own 

le timat intere ts nd the interests of the f-ree worl demand it. 1he polit o 1 

fortunes ot Israel will de n argely u on m r·c policy in tbt:it rt of the 

world . It s ele r, on the basi of what has alrea y tr ns ired, that the Soviet 

n1on is firmly reso v d to ne rte the ear I t nd, it os. ible to ovietize 

it, and will nth 1t te to s crifiee Ir el to no~ r the Arab world . here are 

7 
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' 
other intere ts in our mm count ho would not hesitate to 

e cannot conce ve that our vernment 11 yield to 

an such r.·ress res c..nd a opt a policy so alien to its traditions , its sympathies , 

its moral cOO".mi. nts and o repu t to the senti nts of the overwhelmin 

ma..,ority of it citizens. But the mount n res res may achieve some partial 
_,,. 

success n_vert eles • 

·e must be al rt to all uch event lities . 'Ih only or , nized bo y s .n le-
--...11... are 

e ---c~terl to t is assi nt ti the Zionists of the United tates _.. ...... 

may be t.r std· t. 

covenante 

defense . 

fut e to serve a they h-ve erved ir the pa t 
l 

8 
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It as clear, not only as the United St te would be brou t into the picture 

very afflrmati vely as a strong and dependable friend of ours, woul our cause make 

any pro . ess t all. It was also clear that the Jewish conrnuni ty of the United 

tates would have to be mobilized, alerted and informed as to the oal and the 

proper line of action. 

As a first tep it w s decided to convoke a conference, truly repre entative 

of the whole or American Jewry where the wi 1 or the American Jewish community 

could express itself' on the fumamental issue. This Conference met at the 

al orf-Astoria Hotel in ew York C1ty in the late summer of 1943. The chief 

issue befor the Conference w the resolution favoring the Jewish Commonnealth 

program. A determine .ffort was m de, by th non-Z onist minority to dissuade 

the Conference from opting a resolution ravorin the J ish Commonwealth. Thy 

called for its abandonmr.nt in the name of American Jewish unity and thre tened to 

bolt the eting if their view did not prevail. Even some of the offici 1 Zi onis'ti 

spokemnen had capi tulatr.d .froI!l the v ry beginnin • A compromise seemed to be n 

the making wh reby the Zionists ould ve up their demand for a Jewish Commonwealth 

in return for the au port or the non- ionists for unlimited Jewish i i~at ·on into 

Palestine. The danger wa clear. But the a t tempt to r duce the issue of lastine 

to one or 1Illlligration and to prevent the Conference £ran making a clear declaration 

on the Jnish Commonwealth failed. The Confer nc issued a orthri ht a d vi orou.s 

declaration on the Jewi h COltlflomrealth. The J or America a embl d n that 



2 
llltional Conference realized that on the eve of the et nternational adjustments 

and orientations wh ch the second world war was destined to brin about and at a 

time when undoubtedly, tremendous decisions would be made affecting future generations , 

it would be foll~y for the Jewish eople to co .fine its demands to the tter of 

inm1gration schedules and not to present its full C4se and its basic his~oric needs 

to the tribunal of Am ric n and orld public opinion. 

The oli tical maturity of American Jewry was full anifes·ted at this Am rican-

Jewish Conference. In Au st 1943 the American Zionist Emer ncy Council was organised 

and 1mm diate initiated a nation-wide nublic relations ro am, desi d to activize 

all the Jews or America in behalf' ft e Zionist ca s. ocal 8!'.er ency Co ncile 

were established in hundreds of comrnunitie throu out the land. nd thereaft r 

no occasion and no vehicle was overlooked to ring the ur nt needs of the hour to 

the attention of the Je of the nited St tes . he next tep, of course, s to 

mobilize non-Jewish publio o inion. The most effective representation in a remocrac7 

is throu or nized ublic opinion. e had to t the ckin _ of the I. .rican people 

for our cause - its ·n1sters, educ tors, riters, journalists , leaders of ca ital 

and labor, L t te le sl tors, Con essmen and Senators . e kn . at e ha ny 

friends in very rank of American life , but we had to move our friends tc act on 

and to urge them to make known their ,1 1 to our government n to ur chief executive . 

e circulated books , tract~ , phl ts , pres rel a es by the thou~and~ by the 

tens of thousands by t hum e, s of thousands . 1 ed our literature in ev ey 
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key center 1 n our country. e interviewed editors, writers, news comment tors and 

others who helped mold public opinion. e arran ed .e tins throu hut t e countryJ 

sent speakers to tell our story and organized lar e and i 1pressi ve conference .. , and 

great demonstr tion meetin s. 

One of the issuee which agitated American Zionists and Jews general~, during 

those critical years, ffllS the roper attitude to take towards our government'• 

handlirJg of the Pale. tine issue. Some felt that our overnment as derelict in 

pressing for our ri hts to which tile American government and the American people 

stood committed. O hers ere umilling to embaITass the administration or to 

embarrass themeelves ith the administration. Thi issue wa~ bound, sooner or 

later to come to head, and it did. Afte:r a rlod o sharp controversy and 

public debate, the issue as decided in favor of tho e who believed in the frank 

forthright and resolute~ proaoh to our government and in the mobilization of 

American political opinion for I/determined action. Both politic 1 partie were 

requested to include a pre>-Palestine plank in the"'r political platforms in 1944 

and they con ent-ed. he me year a Resolution was introduced in the Con es■ 

of the United States, which tor a time as delayed throu the intervention of 

the War Department but wllieh wee fi:Mi~ ,aeeed, which was tinally adopted in 

December 1945. It as important to impress upon our State Depj!artment the tact 

th t the Palestine issue as not a peripheral one that could be treated lightq 

but that it mu t become one of the major ob ctin■ of A•rioan foreign pol107 • 



to wlai.ch it should devote ae much of thought and energy as it did to other important 

problems. It a~ important to convince our '"'ov rnm nt of the interest of the A rican 

p ople in this suoject and that this interest s deep and e rnest and persistent and 

that its demands ould not be satisfied until action was taken - not merely pro-

nounce nts and i r mi es • 

• Sumner ells, in his book " here are We Heading" co lITlenting on the action 

o; Congress states, 

"The osition taken by the le slative br nch ot the 

~vermnent was firm, tonic and enlightened., s has 

often been the oa e in recent months. The Congress 

fav red a foreign p liey that was far more positive 

than . t of the executive nd far more likely to 

further h al thy world reconstruction." 

4 

It was the meric n Zionists who defe ted the infamous acy- orrison recommendations 

which were the outgrm,th of the An lo-Ameri n committee or inquiry. 
... 

hen Great Fritain 

retarred t.he Palestine question to the Tnited tions it became clear that the role 

of the United tatea ould be deciei ve in the liberations. Convinc d therefore 

that the outcome or the nited Natiotl8' deliberations ould de end largely upon 

the stand 1rtdch would be taken by the government ot the United States it bP.came 

even mor urgent for us to mobilise our supporter•, both Jewi h and non-J sh, 

on the American cene . OUr chief task was to convince the 1, national administration 

that it should t ke the led in pport of the Jewish oaition in pursuance ot the 

clearly xpres ed wishes or the American ople . And so we carried on a tremendoU8q 



energetic campaign of e uoation all throu5il 19L7 and we :ade careful pre rations 

to present our case before the nited Jati ns. 

Our ca e, by gen ral consent, as presented impresslvely and effectively. It 

wae now n cessary to insure that the rnftjori ty re ort of the United ratiOI!S Special 

Committee on . 1 .stine ould be proved b:, two-thirds of the members of the nited 

Nations. This w s a colo~sal undertaking which called for tremendous exertions 

on the part of the or nized forces ot i~- American Jewry and American Z~onism. 

During the la t nerve-nrac'dn days of the neral Assembljes I session, it was by 

no means certain that the necessary to-thirds majority vote would be attained. 

would 
The outcane depended entire. y -1.{,on whether t. e ini ted States ~ 1ise, its great 

with th n tions which norm lly followed its lea would urge them to vote in 

favor of the ulan. Th~ results are history. The United States dele tion armly 

urged other nations to follow its lead in support of the Partition Plan and on 

the "i!ernor ble day of Jov . 29th, 1948, by a vote of 33 to 13, the General Assembly 

gave international sanction to the establi hment of th Jewish State. 

ut this of cou:-se is not the end of the story, for the American government 

soon reverst.d its position. On rch 19th,1948 th American Delegation to t, he 

Security Council nnounced that inasmuch as th Partition echem1 could not be 

implemented by peaceful means the Security Council should recoDID8nd to t ha 

neral Assembly that should be convoked in special se si n, the establish."!lent 

ot a 1 n ted . tiona Trusteeship for Palestine, and that in the meantime the 
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Security Council should instruct the Palestine Co ssion to suspend it effort, 

.J 

to em lem nt the proposed titi a . It s n nece sary to be gin the whole 

work over again. It as necessary to give effective expression to putlic in ignation 

over the Admini strP. ti on' s hocld.ng rev real . q1arter of a million Jew demonstrated 

at a ss ally • n 1c 'ison ~quare C rdens . Fifty thousand Jmd. h war veterans 

paraded through the t,reets of l1ew York C ty in rotest against the State partment•• 

reversal. 

This tremendous effort succeeded in defeating the attempt to bring about the 

repudiation ot tpe artition recommendation by the General Assembly. A• the 

15th deadline for the proclamation of the Jewish S te approached, members of the 

American Delegati n attempted a last minute mano v r o eep the Z1onist leaders 

from proc ea·ng with the Proclamation of the Stat • The;y sou(1lt to engage the 

Jewish A geney i a truce conference and in a new temporary trusteeship agreement 

instead . Some Jewish leaders and some members ot the lxecutive of the Jewish 

Agency wer prepared to accept this roposal . They ere fraid of the threats 

and th r prisals which ilN might be resorted to in ease the Jewi h Agency 

refused to yi&l . ortunately the majority of the Am rican s ction of the 

Jewish A ney did not yield and the United St tea del gat •s plan was rejected 

by the issue and on 14th the State of Israel as proclaimed. 

It was shortly thereafter that President Truman, speaking for the American 

goTernment , ve the first official de facto recognition to he new State ot Israel 
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which had been proc ai d. Thu the Americ n Jew h cor:munity to b credite 

in the ma n :i th •he olltioal Vi.etc es n the !Jni ted tions which prepared th 

gro- nds for th e..,taol: .~ht nt :, the St te: of Isr el. Tc b 1re, hes polit c 1 

victories in the selves di not e tabli.sh the Sta te cf I sr el. It rema n j for 

the poo ly e C'luip~ , the fearless and the detennined fighting forces of Palest,:l.ne 

Jnry to uphold the dec1sion and to carry it ·nto ffect n thn face of the oom,ined 

resistence of t he A~ ab overnments who resorted to war , and in the. face lso, we 

must regret~lly acknowledge, of Bri ti h obstructionism, and /; crippling arms 

embargo. 



I ) 
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only as the nited States would be brou ht into the picture 

very affirmatively as a strong and dependable frtend of ours, would our cause make 

any prooress at all. It was also clear that the Jewish cormnunity of the nited 

States would have to be mobilized, alerted and informed as to 

proper line of action. 

As a first step it was decided to convoke a conference, truly representative c~u.r,..-~ 

I 

of American Jewry where the will of the American Jewish community 

express itself on the fundamental issue. This Conference met 
'/' 

Valdorf-Astoria Hotel in ~ ew York C ty in the late summer of 1943. The chief 

issue before he Conference was the resolution favorin the Jewish Commonwealth ~ 

the Conference from adoptin esolu ion favorin the JeYnsh Commonwealth . 

Jewish unity and threatened to 

did not prevail. me of the official Zionist 

ng. compromise seemed to be in 

the making whereby the Zionists would give up their demand for a Jewish Commonwealth 

in return for the support of the non-Zionists for unlimited Jewish immigration into 

Palestine. The dan er was clear. ut the attempt to reduce the issue of Palestine 

to one of immigration and to prevent the Conference from making a clear decJaration 

on the Jewish Commonwealth failed. The Conference issue a forthright and vigorous 

declaration~ the Jewish Commonwealth. The Jews of America assembled in that 
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,-

nference realized that on the eve of the great international adjustments 

and orientations which the second world war was destined to bring about
1
and at a 

time when undoubtedly, tremendous decisions would be made a ffecting future generations , 

it would be foll~y for the Jewish people to confine its demands to matter of 

immigration schedules and not to present its full case and its basic historic needs 

to the tribunal of American and world public opinion . 

The pol~tical maturity of American Jewry was fully manifested at this ,._Q.1'> 

a ,~ 
Conference. In August 1943 the American Zionist 

I\ L , ~'""1- -
l 

ency Council 
I 

1 initiate a nati on-wide public relations program, desi ed to 
I. f. 

all the Jews of America in behalf of the Zionist cause Local Bnergency Councils ./\ 

were established in hundreds of communities throughout the land. And thereafter 
I 

no occasio an no vehicle was overlooked to bring t he 
I 

he hour to 

the attention of the Jews of the United States . 'l'he next step, of course, was to 

mobilize non-Jewish public opinion. The most effective ntati n-in a emocracy 

I ' rAh"f& 
I is throu h organized publi opin·on . e had to get the backing of the American people 

for our cause - its ministers, educators, writers, journalists , leaders of capital 
w 

anct'Iab 

t 
ors, Con essmen and Senators that we ha many 

of American life, but we had to,,_, __ ~.--

We circulated books , tracts , pamphlets, press releases by the thousands - by the 

tens of thousands by the hurrlreds of thousands . We placed our literature in every 

2 



• key center in our country. Ve interviewed editors, writers, news commentators and 

others who hel mold public opinion. We arran ed me etin s t hr ou ho t the countryJ 

sent speakers to tell our story and organized large and impressive conference 

~ at demonstratiun meeting. 

One of the issues which agitated American Zionists and Jews generally, during 

those critical years, was the proper attitude to take tm,ards our P-overnment's 
A 

handlinp of the Pale~tine issue. Some felt th3.t our overnment was derelict in 

pressing for our ri hts to which the American overnrnent and the American people 

' 
stood committed. Others 1ere unwillin to embarrass the ·nistration or to 

embarrass themselves vith the I ·nistration. This issue wa ~ bound, sooner or 

later to come to a head, and it did. After a eriod of sharp controversy and 

' 
public debate, the issue was decided in favor of those who believed in the frank 

~ I 

forthright and resolute approach to our government and in the mobilization of 

American liti~l opinion for /determined action. th political parties were 

requested to include a pro-Palestine plank in their oolitical platforms in 1944 
/'. 

and they consented. 1he same year a Resolution as introduced in the Con ess 

of the the intervention 

the War Department; but wliien-we~-Hflai¼y- finally adopted in 

December 1945. 
1 

that the Palestine issue as not a peripheral one 
/' 

could be treated lightly 

but that it must become one of the major ob· ctives of AJ!ierican foreign policy 
I 

3 
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r- ---4 
to wpich it devote as much thought and energy as it did to other important 

r /' J - I J 

'-- pro bl ems• impor.tant to coQ:ti:;i.cce our overnment. st t-he Amerioa-R 
I .. 

ct A that this interest was deep and earnest and persistent an 

that its demands would not be satisfied until action as taken -- not merel~ pro- ~ -

nounoements and promises . 

• Sumner Wells, in his book "Where are We Heading" commenting on the action 

of Congress states, 

"The position taken by the legislative branch of the 

overnment was firm, tonic and enlightened, as has 

often been the case in recent months . The Congress 

favored a foreign policy that was far more positive 

than that of the ecutive and far more likely to 

further a healthy world reconstruction." 

4 

It was the American Zionistsrw-ho defeated the infamous Grady-torrison recommendations 
/\ - ' uv,.w.,.,,, "- --- f6 

which were the outpTmvth of ~he An lo-American ommittee 
I 

/ referred the Palestine question to the TJnited Nations it became clea~ that the role 

of the United States would be decisive in tee deliberation, . Convinced 
f ' 

that the outcome of the United Nations ' deliberations would depend lar ely upon 

the stand which would be taken by the 

I 

for to mobilize our supporters, both Jewish and non-Jevdsh, 

itain 

on---AmerteMl ~eene • Our chief task was to convince the ;t'national ministration 
,. 

) 
that it should take the lead~in sup ort of the Jewish position,in pursuance of the 

clearly expressed wishes of the Amer1can people. An 
I 

-s"L.;.__ carried on a tremendously 
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• energetic campaign of education all through 19h7 and we made careful preparations 

to present our case before the TTn • ted rations . 

Our case, by eneral consent, was presented impressively and effectively. It 

was now necessRry to insure that the jority eport of the United Nations Special 

Committee on Palestine would be approved by two-thirds of the members of the United 
/\ 

Jations. This 1 as a colossal undertaking which called for tremendous exertions 

on 

Durinr 

part of the organized forces of %X 

I 
nerve-wracking the General 

Jewry and American _,.___ r -~.-.-Is 

' es session, it was b~ 

no means certain that the necessary two-thirds majority vote would be attained. 

would 
The outcome depended entirely ,{pon whether the •ni ed States w • e usei its great "'"· 

with the na ins which normally followed is lead a would urge them to vote in 

favor of the plan. The results are history. The United States delegation 
/' 

urged o her na ions to follow its lead in support of the Partition Plan and on 

the memorable day of _ ov. 29th, 19h8, by a vote of 33 to 13, the General Assembly 

gave international sanction to the establishment of the Je ish State . 

VJ-1-
But this of course· not the end of the s cry, for the American gove nm nt 

soon reversed its position. On larch 19th,1948 the American Dele aticn tot he 

Security Council announced that,inasmuch as the Partition sche could not be 

implemented by peaceful means the Security Council should recommend to the 

•eneral Assembly 

of a T nj ted ations Trustees hi for Palestine . and that in the meantime the 

5 
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• Security Council should instruct the alestine Cor.unission to suspend its efforts 

to plement the proposed t,{rtition plan . It was now necessary to bepn the whole -
' ~ \AN~.,,_..ir--7 

work over again . ..,.....-........,.. expression to public indignation 

over the Administration's shocking reversal . A quarter of a million Jews demonstrated 

at a ass Rally in fadison Square Fifty thousand Jewish war veterans 

paraded 
,. 

- , V .J 
r 

- L,&M-~-
This tremendous effort succeeded in defeating the/\attempt to bring about 

15th deadline for the 
(. 

of the Jevns 

I IA /' .--:--

the 

0 keep the~....,~·t.-.H!Hl'ftfl!~--

from proceeding iith the Proc~tion of State. They sou t to engage the 

Je ish Agency i r a truce conference and in a new temporary trusteeship a eement • 

Some Jewish leaders and some members of the !xecutive of the Jewish 

A ency were prepared to accept this :coposal . They 1 ere afraid of the threats 

and the reprisals which ~ifi might be resorted to in case the Jewish A ency 

refused to yiad . Fortunately the majority of the American section of the 

Jewish Ar,ency did not yield and the TTni ted States EliF.~!a: 
I 

plan was rejected . 

twas shortly thereafter that President Truman, speakin for the American 

overnment , gave the first official tte,,-MICS~ 

r 
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• 

s;~ea-:~for the establishment of the State of Israel . To be sure, these political 

victories in themselves did not establish the State of Israel . I~ remained for 

the poorly equipped, the fearless and the determined fightin forces of Palestine 

ewry to uphold the decision and to carry it i nto effect in the face of the combined 
( 

resistence of~ Arab governments who resorted to war, and in the face also, we 

must ref!I'etfully acknowledge, of British obstructionism, and cripplin arms 

embargo . 

•• 
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