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MAN'S HOPES IN ~HE ATO~IC AGE 

by 
!JR. ARBA HILLEL SILVER 

THE TEMi'LE 
CLEVSLAND, OHIO 

My dear friends: This a~e in which we live is a truly great age, 

one of the greatest in human history. -,e are too near our times properly to 

appraise them. One requires distance in order to see great objects in their 

proper perspective. \,]e ourselves are too much involved in the turmoil, the 

fears, and the conflicts of our day to see objectively the amazing new pat

terns of life which are emerging. In a generation or two, when mankind will 

have entered quieter waters and a period of consolidation will have followed 

this explosive and revolutionary age of ours, men will be able to look back 

upon it and evaluate it pro~erly. 

Many peo~le today are filled with dark forebodin~s and are quite 

pessimistic about our times. They are quick to describe them as materialistic, 

as lacking in idealism, in aim and purpose, and as <lrifting helplessly to 

disaster in a flaming sea of atomic horror. 

I am persuaded that ours is truly a great a~e. r,reat and historic 

things are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of the -
new worlds which science is continually disclosing, the new insights into the 

nature of matter and energy, the new sources of power and w~alth, the new 

methods of production, distribution, transportation and communication. I am 

not referrin3 to the amazing progress in the medical sciences which has so 

markedly improved the health of the human race and increased the average length 

of life, nor to the marvels of engineering and the miracles of construction 

all over the 3lobe. Inventions and discoveries come in such rapid succession 

in our day that they no longer excite any u~usual comment. tie take it all in 

0'-.1r stride - the flying age, the television age, the atomic age - and what 

next? The inter-plan~tory a~e, perhaps. Certainly, man is achieving in our 
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day in the scientific fields more in one decade than in ten her~tofore. 

In characterizing our a~e as great, I am thinking in terms of social 

progress and welfare, in terms of human advancement and civilization. More is 

being done in our day for the improvement of the conditions of the life of the 

common man, for the raising of his standard of living, his health, his education, 

and for his protection against the disabilities of sickness, unemployment and 

old age, than in any generation - than in any five generations in the past. 

Never were peoples and ~overnments so much concerned with the improvement of the 

lives of the men, who h?d lived in unrelieved poverty, ignorance and disease 

through the long and weary centuries. Never were mo~e determined efforts made 

to bring about a fairer sharin8 of the wealth produced 3nd a better way of life 

for all. 

Never have the submerged races and peoples of the earth, who for cen

turies groaned under forei3n or native tyranny, risen as they have risen in our 

day to demand and to achieve, as they have to a large measure achieved, freedom 

and self-determination. Within the last fifteen years one-fourth of the earth's 

population - more than five hundred million non-self-governing people - have 

obtained sovereignity and self-government. Imperialism and colonialism are in 

their death-throes. Bnckward peoples are pressing forward into the light of a 

new day, and the exploitation of the dark races of the earth is rapidly drawing 

to a close. 

~Jhat we are witnessing in our day, if we have eyes not only to see 

things but to see into the heart of thin,s, is not social disintegration, but 

a radical new reintegration of hum nity, a profound c~an~e in tha social evolu

tion of man, a chan~e n t free, of course, from dan3ers, but one of boundless 

and !mrneasurable potentialities. 



I do not wish to overdraw the picture. I am not suggesting that the 

millenium is just around the corner. There is not a spot on the face of the 

globe today where social wron~s and injustices do not still exist, and where 

the masses of mankind are not, to a greater or lesser degree, still under

privileged and disadvantaged. There is no country on earth,including our own, 

whic ., is altogether free from class conflict, from bigotry, intolerance, slums 

and privation. It will take centuries, not decades or generations, before all 

the peoples of the world will possess even that mea~ure of well-being, far 

from the optimum, which some of the most favored peoples of the world already 

possess. 

The important thing to consider, however, is not whether we are on 

the eve of the millenium, but whether the major trends of our age are in the 

direction of the hoped-for good society, or away from it. Is our age purpose

fully trying to eradicate poverty and illiteracy and to raise the standard of 

living of all peoples, regardless of race or color or creed? Is it trying to 

satisfy the le~itimate aspirations of peoples to national freedom and inde

pendence? Is it tryin~ to organize the world for peace and for international 

cooperation? I believe that in all theqe major trends, our a~e has given 

welcome evidence of great determination and of considerable progress. It is 

moving purposefully in the right direction - the ab )lition of war, the reduc

tion of poverty, and the elimination of racial barriers and inequalities. 

These are the three major trends of our century. And because they~ the 

major trends of our day - there is great hope for man in t~is atomic age. 

\Jhat we need is a strong faith which will serve us best in the great, 

critical and challenging days which lie ahead, a faith which will sustain us 

in the long, h3rd struggle to establish this good society towards which we all 

wish to move. 
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Such a faith, in my judgment, is built upon three postulates: the 

reality of purpose in the universe, the significance of the individual, and the 

sanctity of method. '.-.Jithin such a faith man will find that measure of dignity, 

confidence and courage without which the stru1gle for social progress cannot 

long be maintained and the promise of human life must be abandoned to defeat. 

Somewhere Professor Einstein writes: "'.lhat is the meaning of human 

life or of organic life altogether? To answer this question at all implies a 

religion. Is there any sense, then, you ask, in putting it? I answer, the man 

who regards his own life and that of his fellow creatures as meaningless is not 

merely unfortunate, but almost disqual if led for 1 ife." 

As man develops in awareness of himself and of the world about him, 

and gains in sensitiveness and comprehension, he acquires also glimpses of 

purpose in the universe. He comes to sense what the Prophet Isaiah sensed when 

he declared: "l-le is a God ··!ho created the world not for chaos, and formed it 

to be inhabited.'' Like all human insi~~ts into fundamentals, this one, too, of 

purpose and meaning is not clear beyond any peradventure of doubt. It is seen 

as through a glass darkly, but it is sufficiently persuasive and responsive to 

basic human needs to be enheartening and strengthening. 

Addressing the Harvard Law : chool Association of New York back in 

1913, Justice Oliver ',Jendell Holmes gave expression to just such a strong, mystic, 

conviction: 0 I think it is not improbable that man, like the grub that prepare:; 

a chamber for the winged thing it never has been but is to be - that man may 

have cosmic destinites that he does not understand. And so beyond the vision 

of battling races and an impoverished earth, I catch a dreaming glimpse of 

peace." And he voiced hi faith "in a univ~rse not measured by our fearD," but 

one "that has thought and more than thought inside of lt." 
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A confident faith in a controlling and beneficent purpose, unfolding in the 

universe, of which we and our struggles and our aspir.ations are an integral 

part is, in my judgment, an essential ingredient of that faith which will serve 

us best in the long stru~gle for the building of the good society and the 

attainment of man's hopes. It is the conviction of purpose which alone can 

bridge for man the gulf between his isolated and homeless self and the apparen~ • 

ly alien and indifferent world about him. Man will feel at home in the cosmos 

only if he believes that it is his Fether's house. "Lord, Thou hast been our 

dwelling place .. •" :Jithout this faith, he will fall victim to one or another 

form of moral nihilism as his mind comes to the edge of the wilderness. 

Atheism has never built any great civilization. It has been responsible for 

breakdowns, not for break-throughs. 

Belief in the significance of the indivi~ual is another essential 

element of that faith which will serve us best in o~r propulsive age. 

In one of his published ''Unpopular Essays", Rertrand '1.ussell writes: 

HThe importance of Man, which is the one indispensahle dogma of the theologians, 

receives no support from a scientific view of the future of the solar system." 

To which one is prompted to reply, s •) much the worse for the so-called scien

tific view, which doubtless will go through many revisions and corrections in 

the future, as it has in the past. Time and a3ain science has be~n tardy in 

arr.iving at conclusions which the intuitive religious genius of mankind postu

lated long before. 

But 'Bertrand Russell is entirely correct when he states that "the 

importance of Man is the one indispensable dogma of the theologians." It is 

also the one indispe.nsable dogma of democracy; and it is at the he8rt of the 

te.~:-ible crisis whic.h is tearinP, our world ap rt tcday. 
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To the great religions of the 1estern world, man h .::, s immense signi

ficance in the scheme of thin3s. Mani very important to God in the unfold

ment of J is purposes - each man, every man, rich or poor, wise or simple, black 

or white, saint or sinner. Sin is voluntary abandonment of status, self

degradation, descent into unworthiness and the lower life from which Man has 

emerged. neligion challenges Man to live and act always as if his life were 

tremendously significant and endlessly ascendant. 

~eligion demands much of man in terms of duty ~nd sacrifice, ~ut it 

also gives much to him in terms of P-i gh and independent status, di~nity and in

herent ri'?hts. ~• Every man has the right to say,n declared an ancient teacher of 

Israel, Hfor my sake was the whole world created,' and another teacher declared 

that ' man is a co-worker of ,:;od in creation.t! 

Religion hci s endeavored to ~ive man a sense of ~reatness in a universe 

in which he physically is very small. The world of the ancients was, of course, 

far smaller in scale than our world of exp&nding immensities - "one hundred 

thousand million galaxies in space and each galaxy containing on an average of 

on hundred thousand million stars,' wherein man's racial history is less than 

a moment in geologic time. Yet, even in relation to their vastly smaller uni

verse, man appeared piti f ully puny, lost and unimportant. ' ' Jhen I look at Thy 

heavens,u declared the Psalmist, 0 the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the 

stars which Thou hast est. blished - "Jha t is man that Thou art mindful of hirn> 

and tl1e son oi man that Thou dost c are for him?" 

But no moral aspiration is possible and can be looked for in man a5 

long as he regards himself as of little account. o moral aspiration ever 

springs from the soil of belittlement anr:J disesteem. Hence, the Psalmist 

climaxes his hymn with an apostrophe to man's unique distinction and the as

surence of his worth in the world which God created for him. "Yet hast Thou 
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made him little less than God, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou 

hast given him dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things 

under his feet.tt Man's high and noble estate imposes upon him the obligations 

of aspiration. "Be ye holy for I, the Lord your God, am holy!" 

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. But as 

life moved on, the despotism of the organized group was slowly attenuated. The 

individual began to discover his own private life. As against his herita!se of 

mass tradition, he became aware of personal sources of judgment and sanction. 

But man's hard-won victories a~ainst corporate authority are never 

permanently secure. l-le witnessed in our life-time the rnost massive and ruth

less onslaught of 0 Gleichschaltung", of "Vermassung'' and of totalitarianism 

every experienced. by man within historic times. Fascism and Naziism scored 

terrifying victories before they were broken on the battlefield, but their 

ideologies are not dead . . ~nd Communist dictatorshi p is today established in a 

fourth of the globe. 

Men are being handled in many parts of the world and in many depart

ments of life impersonally in the mass. Increasingly they are becoming statis

tics in the hands of a predatory collectivism. They are shunted about like 

herds of cattle. They are coordinated and subjugated to the state until the 

last vestige of their freedom and their rights vanishes. Because the religious 

basis of our society has been denied, and materialistic theories of life and 

history have taken hold of the thoughts and actions of many men and government.3, 

the stature of the individual, and with it, his rights and inherent dignity 

have suffered tragic abatement and diminution in our day. Every precinct of 

his life is invaded and violated. Having denied man the ima3e of God, he is 

being given the mask of the robot. 



The faith that will serve us best, as free men in this great age, 

is faith in the worth and significance of tbe individual, and his inalienable 

rights. Without such faith which was written as a dogma into the he~rt of our 

Declaration of Independence and our Cons ti tut ion - u · Je hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal and that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable ri~hts" - man's stature will be progressively 

reduced, the free domains of his mind and spirit will speedily come under iron

clad controls, and man's dignity will be dragged into the dust. t~ith such a 

faith, we will be strong en:)u1h to accept all necessnry social controls and 

still remain a free society. It will help us to set our course by a dependable 

compass. 

One of the evil forces at work in the world today which tend to ~nder

mine the individual and destroy his intellectual integrity is the force of 

organized propaganda whose objective is to sta,11pede men to think uncritically 

and emotionally in the way some special interest wants them to think. Through 

slogans, catch-words: cliches and cleverly coined half-truths, it drives men 

or panics them into attitudes and actions which men would not take if they were 

given accurate facts and informBtion upon which to base judgments and attitudes. 

Propadanda in our day has been developed into a dangerous pseudo-science. 

Through the readily available mass media of communication, it can undo over

ni3ht, as it were, generations of slow, patient , end pains-taking work of educa

tion. Our great danger today is not illiteracy. The overwhelming majority o: 

our people knows how to read and write. The great danger of our day is pro?a

ganda, whose aim is to confound and to confuse and by misinformation to mis

direct our literate population. 



The third element in the faith which will serve us best in our ex

citing new age is faith in the sanctity of method - the method of human progress. 

Spiritual religion defined e method by which men might attain morally 

desirable ends, a method worthy of such ends. It outlawed the notion that moral 

ends justify immoral means. Each single step on the way toward the realization 

of a worthy objective must, as far as is humanly possible, be a worthy objective 

in itself. To establish justice or freedom or peace, men ~ust employ the ways of 

justice, freedom and peace. 

The more exalted human goals are, the less likelihood there is of 

their early or complete attainment. Accordingly, when ruthless, brutal, im

patient and desperate measures are employed, they not only make the attainment 

of these goals impossible; they also turn man's long journey towards them into 

one of unmitigated misery and horror. 

The classic way of reli,,ion has never bee:1 fully tried in the world. 

Today in an evolving atomic a:~e wherein man's power is vastly aupmented, in

cludin8 the power of self-destruction, it is being l ~nored more thoroughly than 

at any time in human history. State ani class autocracies have proceeded on the 

theory th~t th ~re is no law superior to t heirs, and that their brutal methods are 

justified by their results. 

The shame of our a~e is that men are committing the most shameless 

acts of immorality in the name of hi~h morality. Methods which are abhorred and 

denounced in one's opponents are rationalized and justified as moral imperativ~o 

when employed by oneself. Men talk of justice and brotherhood, of a classless 

society and universal peace, but they act as if these ideals were demons out of 

hell, lashing them on to the most horrible acts of injustice, hatred and violence. 
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It is clearly the part of sound method in our atomic a~e to look for 

a workable formula which will regulate the differences between the East and the 

nest and discover a "modus vivendi'' for the two ~reat sections of humanity which 

are now so dan~erously riven and separated by seemin~ly irreconcilable ideologies. 

It is clear thAt the rivalry between these ideolo~ies cannot be de

cided on the battlefield. ~oth power-blocs are in possession of the globe

destroying power of the 4-bomb end the H-bomb. Neitr.er will be intimidated by the 

preponderance of arms on the p~rt of t~e other. It is inconceivable that the 

statesmen of the world will be so made as to trv to win a decision through atomic 

warfare. The altern3tive confronting mankind today is co-existence or non

existence. This being the case, it is clearly the part of patriotism, of en

lightened self-interest, and of altruism to seek ways of living together on this 

one earth in spite of the opposing and irreconcilable ideologies. 

In the field of religious co ,1trovers it was once thought ttat the 

existing differences were irreconcilable an~ t a t opposing religious persuasions 

could not live on the s ame earth, not to speak of the saMe country or city. 

During the seventeenth century Europe was drenched in blood by religious wars. 

The stakes then were even hi~her than in our day, for it was not only this world 

that was involved, but the next world as ,.-,el 1. nd yet after much bloodshed and 

the ruin of towns and provinces, it was found necessary at long last to work out 

ways of toleration flnd co-existence, leavin1 tbe ideolo~ies to take care of them

selves. ~o religion abandoned its position, its claims to being the sole reposi

tory of true religion or of its missionary activity, but somehow ways were found 

for all to 1 i ve to3ether. Today in m.:iny parts of Europe and 1imerica they have 

learned not only to live to3ether but to work toeether in amity and friendship 

for the paramount objectives common to th rn all. 
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There is n~ other solution to the political and economic differences 

w ich are now tePring our world apart. The dread alterna tive is universal de

struction. 

For our civilization to survive, it is clearly necessary to revise 

the mood and thought pattern of our a 3e, and to reclarge our world culture with a 

new devotion to the sanctity of method in human progress. 

:J tth such a faith, built upon the reality of purpose in the universe, 

the significance, the individual and the sanctity of method, we can spread wide 

our adventuring sails and plow resolutely into the surge and thunder of our un

predictable odyssey, confident tha t our high hopes wi!l, from time to time, find 

their blessed anchorage in some h~rbor of our hearts• desire. 
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CLEVELAND'S GREAT RABBI TO SPEAK 
Rabbi Silver just returned from World Tour 

We will have the honor of hearing one of America's 
leading Rabbis on our School of Religion on next 
Thursday~ March 12th. Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver will 
be our Sanctuary speaker at 8 :30. He has been the 
Spiritual Leader of the Temple in Cleveland for over 
thirty years, has been World President of the Zionist 
Movement, and is an author and lecturer on many 
subjects. The Jewish group has something powerful 
to offer to us on the subject of "Religion and the Home in the Space Age." 

In the course on "Handling Modern Marriage", Miss 

Mary Donovan, Budget Editor, Cleveland Press, and 

Budget Advisor for Society for Savings, will speak on 

--Money, One of Marriage's Worst Problems." Many 

of all ag s will wa}lt to hear this popular speaker. 

Cleveland's own Lewis Propulsion Laboratory of the 
ational Aeronautics and Space Administration makes 

it possible for us to have near to us some of the 
country's top exp rts in thi field. In our course on 
"Frontiers in Modern Science', Dr. Herman H. Eller
brock, Jr., of N.A.S.A., will speak on "Frontiers in 
Science of Space." 

Dr. MacLeod in his course on "Problem Area of the Bible", has the 
intriguing theme "Thunderbolts befor Breakfast'', for his fifth presentation 
in the Roy E. Bowers Chapel. 

Dr. Drew will lead a discussion on "New Directions for the Church", in 
his course on 'Inquirers' Class on Church Membership." He will cover the 
church unity movement, including our own Merger situation. 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 



leltn1t1tt 11uiuersity (!t~upel &erttite 
(lnbin flemnrial C!U1urr~ 

MARCH 13, 1957 

THE ORGAN PREL DE: B -ible Poeni \i einberger 
Professor Arthur Carkeek, playing the Lilly Memorial Organ 

THE PROCESSIONAL: Hymn o. 5~ • The God of hraham Prai. 

~THE CALL TO WORSHIP: 
The Lord is in His holy temple. 
Let all the earth keep silence b for " Him. 
He is not far from any one of u . 
Let us worship Rini in spirit and in frttfh. Amen. 

THE U ISO PR YER: 
0 God b~ hom, the me k arc guided in judgment, a11d liyllt ri • th up 
in da.rkncss for tlz godly; grant us, in all doubts and uncertainties tlz 
grace to ask what Thoit wou./dst have us to do, that the pirit f u:isdom 
may save us fronz ,all .f alsc choice.s, aud that -in Th , light i e ua sc 
light, and in Thy sfraight pcrt/z ma,, ·uot -1umblc. Shed abroad Th , 
peace 1ipon the uorld. B I th miglzt ,of Thy Holy pirit quench the 
pride, and anger, aud grced'i11 rs r.r -Jzfclz ca trc mau to stri1·e against man . 
and people against people. Lead all nations -in llze 'l a,,s of m.utual help 
and good will and hasten th 6n1 wk n tit rarth . hall con fr . Tiu•<· 
inde d for its S01.!iour and King. A1nen. 

THE RE. DI -r 1 OF THE • RE 

THE NTHE 1: 
'Hallelujah ... m n from th rat r·o. Juda it1aaab u ~ . Btmdel 

The Chap l Choir, direct d by Profes or Georg W . Go 
Judy Borling accompanist 

THE DDPE -- .. ·: ''1-Ian Hop . in the ... tomic· g .. 

THE CH 

THE R 

Rabbi Sil er 

L BE TED 'TTO -r 

P TL. IE 

ff The Congregation standing. 

Welcome to the DePauw Chapel thi morning is Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of 
The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio. Rabbi Silver ha s rv d as uni ersity preacher at 
Harvard, Cornell, the University of Chicago, Syracuse, Purdue, and New York· 
and is a leader in many civic and cultural organizations. 

Doctor Robert S. Eccles, who is conducting the ervice, is associate professor 
of Philosophy and Religion. 

John Stieper, a member of the enior class, is reading the Scripture. 
The Reverend ''Bob" Richards, the famou athlete and minister, wm peak 

in Gobin Church at 8:30 P. M. on Thursday. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
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R HBJ ABBA HILL L IL\'F.R 
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D fl , PR ,E. 10. • (Co11gn~gn tio11 . landing.) 

( ,OllRH',(Talirm . tnnrhng. 

,' ,RlPT RF L ·-LE 11'1<. • 19 ( ~ongrngation ated.) 

PR R ( ongr gatum al d. 

HY1. ' ongr gation . tan ding. 

G I of our f th<.'r . wh c almi hl • han I 
Lad fo1th in b aut • all th 

f hinin w 1 l I tin h the . ki . , 
Our ral ful th ari 

2 • h lo\' di\'ine hath l d u in Lhe pa t ; 
In thi. fr 1 nd b ·1 h c our l t i t ; 
B 1 hou our Rul r, uardia , and ta 

h • word our la, ', Th path ou n a . 

3 From , ar' alarm , from p tilen e, 
B t arm ; 
Th 

h 
ur h art incr a e, 

n uri h u in p ac . 



R fr h ·1 h p opt on th ir l ii· >111 wa . 
L ad u fr m ni ht to n , r ·ndin da}; 
t ii] all ur Ji\ with lov' an I 1 ac di\'in '. 
.\nd glory, Jau I. and pt i he ·,· ·r I hin .. \m •n. 

ER. t . " ,-
T 

HYl\L • (Con,.,. :ratum trmdm, .) 

., 

,\1 countr), ·c, f th(c-. 
w <'t land of lib 1 t,. 

Of th 1 in ; 
Land wh ·r m • father. died. 
Land f th pilgt im ' prid 
·r m c,•'ry mountain . HI<' 

Let fr cl m ring. 
~f) nativ • 01111t1 y. th c•, 
Land of th nob! fr . 

-1 111 I l , . ; 
r lo c th cl rill . 
lh w 

• f y h • l r a r ll r l h rill 
at . 

3 Let mu it , • II th • bu it 
.\net rin frnm all the tr c· 

• ·,, t Ire d m • on : 
Let mo lal tongue a,"a"- ; 
I. t all that hr •,tth pa1 taJ.. ·; 
Let k th 

ur fath r. • ,od! to ·1 h e . 
• \uthor f lib ll •. 

·1 Th w 
1 n m • our land • hri ht 
\ ith fr lorn' Ji ht: 
Prnt t u b\ i ht. 

ur King! men. B DI (Con r atwn . Landin .) 

REc 10. AL (Con r ation tanding.) 

The con r galion i 
raduates and th farull 

requ led lo r •mam 
hav I ft the hall. 

Landin until the 



SELECTED SERMONS, ADDRESSES 
AND WRITINGS OF 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

VOLUME ONE 

THEREFORE 
CHOOSE 

LIFE 

THE WORLD PUBLISH! G COMPA Y 
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SECTIO 2 

THE WAY 



"To Blaze a Trail through Life ... " 

ermoo, The Temple, 
Februar 1, 1920 

I B LI v I Y ELF. I belie e i1 the dignit and the nobilit of 
the soul which God has implanted within ,m. 

Even as I belie e in myself I helieve in m fellot men for the are 
like unto me in gift and capacities. 

I believe in work. 
I believe in the ad enture of life. 
I believe in saving m soul from wealth and from po ert , and from 

all the ph sical circumstances of life. The mu t not touch m oul. 
I believe in never growing old. 
I belie e in never growing surfeited with life, in ne er drinking too 

greedily and too hastily of the cup of life . 
I belie e in disciplining m self to hunger for things. 
I believe that I owe a debt to m God and m fellowmen for the oul 

which God has given me and for the ed11cation which societ has 
afforded me. 

I belie e in service, first as a pa ment of a just debt, and second/ , 
as the only a enue b which men and women e er can find or e er ha e 
found real, soul contentment and happine s. 

I do not belie e in being ordinar and a erage and commonplace. 
The one ambition of m mortal da would be to break through all the 
confining circumstances of my world to rise above the dead level of 
mediocrity, and to raise others.; to lead, even as I fir st am content to 
follow, to he a pathfinder, to blaze a trail through life . . . . 
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RABBI ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

"Choose Life That You May Live" 

ABBA HILLEL S1L ER was an optimist, a belie er in the imminent 
dawning of a gloriou future, a determined ''yea-sayer" to life. 

Wherever he looked, he beheld the ''irresistible upsurge" of crea
tion. All nations on earth should participate in this upward thrust. 
America must continue to be the ' land of the rainbow promise." 
Judai m mu t ever renew its dream of a new heaven and a new earth. 
Jewish communitie in all lands must have faith in their ability co 
build a vibrant and creative existenc,e. The ancient land of Zion wa 
de tined for a new birth of body and soul . 

Thi kind of optimism would not have been extraordinary in the 
nineteenth century. But it was Rabbi Silver's lot to peak and lead 
during an age which saw bitter economic depressions, gigantic world 
war , and the annihilation of six million Jew . An optimi m which 
could urvive uch facts had to be ba ed on omething deeper than 
vi ible urface phen mena. 

Abba Hillel Silver dr w his faith from a commitment to the 
da ical t net of Judaism-its command to choose life; it belief in 
the xi tence of a upreme De igner Who wanted his creation to be 
ha ed on foundations of justice and mercy; its a sertion that man 
could and mu t help God to complete Hi de ign. Th proofs he 
offered for the e root commitment also ran along cla sic line . He 
sought te timony from man· intuition, from the exampl of great 
oul and th le on of hi tory. 

Of cour e, with Rabbi ilver, a with any strong and creative 
personality, these fundamental Jewi h doctrines took on the flav r 
of his own temperament-a temperament which William Jame 
would have quickly cla ifi d a "healthy-minded." And it wa a 
youthful brand of healthy-mindedne that Silver called for-called 
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for with a much vigor in hi 1 t1 h <li<l in hi tw nti . H 
reject d morbidity and d p ir. H all <l gain 4rn<l gain f r th 
"lift" which goe with y uth. He f ught wh r r tt 
appear d-be it in th tend ncy fan in<li i<lu l t urr nd r <lr am , 
or th indinati n far ligi n t ttl in ''de p r v f h bit." 
Rabbi ilver lik d the Ha idi interpr t ti n f th Bibli 1 hra 
". . . and braham travelled." "Y , braham tr velle<l-h 
tra elled and trav lled-from lev 1 t I v I.'' 

Thi vi ion f lif a a n tant r a hing f r a n , high r I 
appear in Abba Hillel ilv r' arli t rmon . It i maintained 
with unyielding t na ity t th end f his lif . 

H.W. 

NOTHI G IS CHA GELES 
ermon, The Temple, 

f r the Fe ti al f ucc th l 62 

0 JOR L O 1 arn fr m natur 
i that nothing i catic nothing i hang 1 . In m 

phenomenon of natur , han i v r udden and dramati 
uch a ol ni rupti n , arthquak , tornad 

change i hardl p re ptibl , like th qui t acti 
and a and th l mo m nt f laci r . But han , 
nev rth l , go on. On all organi Ii£ th r i cea 1 
adaptabilic de of growth and d a . In plant Ii£ th r 
i the bud, th blo oming, th fruit and th \! ith ring. In 
man there i birch th and d ath. thing r m in 
indefinit ly the am . 

Ther i a 1 on in all thi £ r m, nkind. Th r ar t\ 

fore hi h ar con tantl at ork in hum n oci t -th 
in tinct to on r e and the dri to hang . The in cincc 
to con r , to ke p thing a ch re 1 er n among men. 
Th kno\ chat han i fraught ich unc rtaint , at cim 

ith dang r. Wh ri k e p rim ntati n. Wh n t ta ith 
tradition? o ial habit are d ep r""'U

0
" . It i a i r to ta in 

groove than co get out of them. It i far impler to do a thing 
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because that i how it has been done right along, or that i 
the way all other men do it. We fed our el ve afe and we like 
to think our elves free within our customary routine of 
thought, attitude and action. People find ps chological 
security in conservatism, regardless of what else they find. 

But there ha alway been another force at work in ociety
a dri e to change, to experiment, to probe into the unknown. 
Perhaps there is a better way of doing this thing. Perhap 
there are lo elier green valleys acros the mountains. 

··ye , and it i an old, home! -looking book, mode t a 
nature and as unaffected, a book that has a \i ork-a-da 
and una suming look, lik the sun that " arms us, like 
the bread that nouri hes u ; a book that s em to u a 
familiar and a full of kindl bles ing a th old grand
mother who reads daily in it with dear, trembling lips, 
and ith p ctacl on her no . nd thi book is called
quite bri fly- "the Book", the Bible. Rightl do men 
al o call it the Holy Scripture ; for he that ha lo t hi 
God can find Him again in thi Book and t , ard him 
that ha never known God it , nd forth the breath of 
the Divine Word. The Je ho appreciat the alue of 
pr ciou thing , kn w right 11 , hat the ere doing 
when, at th burning of the econd Temple, they I ft th 
gold and ilv r implement of acrific , th andle tick 
and lamps, ev n the br a tplat of th High Prie t 
adorned ith gr at jew 1 to th ir fate, but a ed the 
Bibl . Thi a the r al trea ur of the Temple, and, 
thank be to God! it a not l ft a pr co ch flam 
or the fur of Titu pa tan ... 

Long before Heine, the gr at teacher of I rael aid, con
cerning the Bible, 1 l 1Elill 1 l 1Elil turn it round and round 
and yet round again, for v r thing i in it. The Bibl i the 
mirror of the whole life of man and ery one of man' prob
lem and e ery one of man's mood ar reflect din it. 

There are quite a number of non ms in the Hebre 
language in the Bible for ang r, corr ponding to the pre a-
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l nee of that pas ion among men and the fr qu nc ofit . Th re 1 

rJN and non and 017:)and l' l i anctmll7 and "l'!P and man ther 
to de cribe a pas ion which is r pon ibl t r o much of 
traged in the world and al o for o much of gre tn 

"What Does The Lord De1nand OJ Yo1t .. . ~ 

THERE WAS EVER A Y QuE TIO in Abba Hillel ilver' mind a to 

where our civilization could find firm ground for it value , where hi 
own people could find their ''elixir'' of life, and wh re the individual 
could find steady in piration and guidance. Torah-the word which 
in its narrow sense mean the Five Book f Mose , in a br ader 
sen e, all of Jewish sacred literature, and in an even br ad r en , all 
learning and wisdom-this was the fundamental ingredient f the 
Jewi h way of life . 

Rabbi Silver was born into a horn and family wber the tudy of 
Torah was framed in it tradi rjonal religion framework . He wa 
never able to agree with the many in his day-.both in merica and 
in I rael-who tried to take Torah out of it reJigiou cont xt. 
Even a a young man, he personaHy uc eeded in making a bridge 
between the pull of the old Jewi h our e and the all of the new 
age-th bridge which many in his own generati n wer unabl t 
build. He attended a traditional Talmud Torah a a child, a act 'v 
in the formation of group trying to revive Hebrew a a modern 
tangue, and wa an avid reader of every genr of We tern literatur . 

The ection which follow offer a sampling of ermon and publi 
discourse illustrating th "root'' value which Rabbi Sil er derived 
from hi religion tradition and which helped him to·· teer teadily" 
through the "deep and turbulent cro s-currents f hi day." 

H.W 
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Social Values 
Interview, Cleveland Pren 

Janr1ary 8, 1934 

B I G BY TEMPBRAME TA RADI AL, trying to cling to "root" 
values and basic principles, I have endeavored not to lose m course 

in the turbulent but surf ace cross-cttrrents of my day but to steer 
steadily down the sure and deep channels of h11,man progres . I am 
convinced that there certain human ideal which are indi pmsable 
to any age, regardless of its intellectual, policitical or economic 
complexion. 

These abiding social values are quite oldfashioned. The are not 
new, or clever or smart or heady like a new wine. The are as 1msensa
tional as a mathematical form11la, quite like the mathematical 
formulae to which physicists are now attempting to red/ice this t hole 
complex and exciting tmiver.re of our'S. 

It is with these 10,cial taJks that I ha e lined my ministr . M 
loyalty to them derives from, an overn:za1te,~ing faith in a 1miverse that 
is not a blind mechanism but a divine personality manifesting it elf 
eternall in wisdom, beauty and goo,dnen. 

THE WORLD RESTS UPO 
THREE THI GS 

ermon, The Temple, 
April 15, 1956 

I R AD YO THIS OR I G th fir ~t h pt r of the 
J> I cl le '7, ~ .. Th a ing of the fath r ". It i the cu -

tom in our ynagogu s to read these hapter of The Fath r ,or 
The ayings of the Father during th weeks b c~ en Pa ov r 
and ha uo . Th re wer place and times, 1h n thes hapt r 
, ere read ev ry aturda., afternoon in th ynagogues. It i 
found in our i hna and it is a ollection of the ethical a -
ing which ar attributed to famou rabbi from the time of 
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the a embly-the Great As embly-until the time of a 
period of some five hundred years. Its a compendium of the 
great principles of Judaism as expres ed in characteristic ways 
maxim -dicta -by one or another of these great luminarie 
among the sag of our people. In the Talmud we come acros 
a aying of Rabba that he who wishe to become a truly piou 
man-a true Cha id-should tudy. These Chapters were o 
popular among our p ople that they became incorporated in 
our Prayer Book-in our liturg . And they helped to mold 
and fashion the ethical thinking and conduct of our people 
through the ages. Of one of the e a ings I wi h to speak chi 
morning. It i includ d in chi fir t Chapter which we read 
chi morning - • • imon the Ju t'' a one of th la t ur i vor 
of the men of the Great A embly, and he u ed to ay, "Upon 
three thing the orld re t : upon Torah-upon Avodah 
( or hip )-and upon (act of loving kindne ). ow the 
Great As embly, of which " imon the Ju t" wa one of the 
la t urvi or , wa the legi lati e body which wa brought 
into exi tenc after the return from the Babylonian capti it 
b Ezra and who preceded th m . .. i n the Just" was a 
High Prie t who li ed around the year 300 B fore the Common 
Era. Quit a number of intere ting legend are connected with 
hi life. Alexander the Great, in hi conque t of the Orient, 
also came to Pale tine and a det rmined to de tro th 
Temple in J ru alem, having been incited to do o b the 
amaritan . Wh reupon •• imon the Ju t'' who wa th High 

Pri tat the tim , according to chi legend, put on hi pri cl 
garment • and om of the noble men of I ra 1 ent ith him, 
carrying fi r torche in th ir hand • and they walked all 
through th night until the da n, and cam to the camp of 
Alexander the Gr at. nd wh n lexander a v th High 
Prie t, " imon the Ju t", 1 gend ha it that he bowed do n 
b fore him and th men randing around Alexander said to 
him, ·' great King, like our elf, hould bow down b for 
chi Je ?'' Whereupon lexand r an , r d, ··Hi image it i 
which in for me in all m battl . " Whate er the truth of 
chi 1 gend i Alexand r did conqu r Pal tin and J ru alem, 
but did not de tro th T mple. contemporary of " imon 
the Ju t", an eminent ph i ian b the name of Je u Ben 
irach, whos Memoir and a ing ar contained in that 
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noted Book of Ecclesiasticu which is found in our Apocr pha, 
describes "Simon the Just" -his appearance as he officiat d 
in The Temple, and I read from the Book of Eccle iasticu -
50th Chapter: 

• • imon the high prie t, the on of Onia , \ ho in hi life 
repaired the house again, and in hi da s fortifi d the templ : 

And b him , as built from th found, tion th J ubl 
height, the high fortres of th , all about th t mple: 

In hi day the ci tern to receive, at r, b in in compa ·s 
as the ea, was covered , i th plate of bra : 

He took care of th temple that it hould not fall, and 
fortified the cit again t be i ging: 

(that sentence that he took car of th Temp! that it hould 
not fall was probabl re ponsibl for thi l gend \ hich I ju t 

recounted to you) 

··Ho, v a h honoured in th mid t of th p opl in hi 
coming out of the sanctuary! 

He wa a the morning tar in th · midst of a could, and 
a the moon at the full: 

A the un shining upon th temple of th mo c High, 
and a the rainbow giving light in the bright cloud : 
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"TO BLAZE TRAIL THRO GH LIFE" 

I BELIEVE L MYSELF. I b Ii vc in th dignit and th , n bilit of th 
, hi h G d ha implant d within m '. 

ul 

E n a I b Ii ve in m elf I h ·l i '", in m f llowm n, for th y ar 
like unto m in °·ift and apa ·itie . 

I beli in, ork. 
I b Ii vein th adv nun of lif . 
I beli vein a ing my ouJ fr m weal th and from po rt and r rom 

all th ph ical ir um tan e. of life. Th mu:t not touch my soul. 
I beli vein n r Q'TO\ inu old. 
I beli v inn :> r grm inrr ur( itccl with life, inn er drinking too 

gT dil and too ha ·tily of th cup f Iii . 
I b li in di iplining m 1f to hung r for thing . . 
I beli that I owe a debt tom God and m f ·llowm ·n f r th oul 

, hich God ha g1 n m and for the du ·ation whi ·h so ·iet ha aff rd d 
me. 

I beli vein r i ·e, first a a pa m nt of a ju. t debt, ands· ondly, a 
the only avenu by, hi ·h m ' 11 and wom n er an fm<l or '\ ·r ha found 
r al oul cont nun nt and happin . . 

I do not beli in b inrr ordinar and a ·rag· and >mmonpla . 
Th one ambition of m m rtal day. would b • t br ak through all the 
onfming ir ·um tanc of 111 world to ris abov th dee <l I • cl f m di

o rity, and to rai e oth rs; to I •ad, e ·n a I fir:t" m ont nt to follm , t b 
a pathfind r, to blaz a trail throu h life .... 

FR ~f ER~IO:":, H 1 E~IPLl-. 
Ff.BRl RY 1, 1920 



"Choose Life That You May Live" \Ve 
begin ·with two addrc • ·c~- <ldiYer cl almo t 
fort -fi \' • car · apart, ·ct trying to evoke 
the ame mood. Between the Yal di tor 
crmon dcliv •reel at the Hebrew nion 

Coll g in 1915 and the 1959 addre at the 
niver it of Virginia, the w rld aw two 

di a trou global war , and the devclop
m nt of armament whi h could annihilate 
th human race. But the mature ,\bba 
Hillel ilver ding to the ame root con-

j tion that he held a a )Oung man. It i 
th ong of his life, his porti n in the 1\1 -
ianic faith of hi pc-oplc- nam l , that th 

future an be wondr usl , good. 
Thi i bba Hillel . ilvcr' root affirma-

tion-a full-hcart"d "Ye ·" to the po sibili
ti e of life. \Vhere\ r he looked, he aw 
the "irre i tiblc upsurge" of a ation. ,\11 
nation on earth hould part i ipat • in thi 
upward thru t. merirn nrn 'i t continu , to 
be the "land of the rainbow promis ." 
Judaism mu t Yer r ·n ·w it dr ·am I a 
new heaven and a new arth . .Jcwi h com
munitic in all land mu t have faith in 
th ir abilit to build a vibrant and rcativ • 
e i t nee. he an i nt land f Zion w 
de tined (or a new birth of b dy and oul. 

Thi kind of optimi m would not hav ' 
be n cxtraordinar , in the nineteenth <.en
tur . But it wa Rabbi ilver's lot to peak. 
and lead during an age whi h witn • d 
bitter on mi cl pre ion , global con
flict , and the annihilation of i million 
J ,., . An optimi m , hi h could urviv 
u h e enls had to b ha d on omething 

deeper than vi ible urfa phenomena. 

Abba Hillel ilvcr drew hi faith from a 
commitment to the la · i al t net of Juda
ism-its command to choo e lif ; it belief 
in the xi tence of a upreme De igner 
who wanted Hi creation to be ba ed on 
foundation o[ justice and mer y; it a ser
tion that man could and mu t help God to 
complct Hi d ign. The proof he offered 
for hi ommitment al o ran along clas ic 
lin . He ought te timon from man' in-
tuition , from the example of great ul 
and the 1 s ·on of hi tor . 

0[ our e, with Rabbi Silv r a with any 
trong and r ative p r onalit , the e fun

damental Jewi h do trine took on the 
Oavor of hi own temperament, a tempera
ment which ,villiam Jam s would have 
quick! la ifi d a "healthy-minded." nd 
it wa a outh[ul brand of h alth -mind d
nes that il er all d for-called ( r with 
a mu h ig r in hi ixtie a he did in hi 
twemi . He reje t d morbidity and de-
pair. He called again and again for the 

"lift" which goc with youth. He fought 
old age wherever it app ared, whether in 
the t nd n of an individual to urr nder 
dr a:m , or the indination of a r ligion to 
cttl ii "deep groove of habit." Rabbi 
ilv liked the Ha idi interpretation of 

the Biblical phra e ". . . nd braham 
travel d." "Ye , braham traveled-he 
tra,· le l and tra elcd-from l vcl to 1 vel." 

Thi vi ion of life a a on tant r a hing 
for a new, a higher lev l app ar in bba 
Hill ·1 ilver' arlic t rrnon . It i main
tained with unyi }ding tena ity to the end 
of hi life. 

H.\V. 



Man's Hopes in the Atonzic Age 
B CC L l 'REATE 

U. I ER I Y OF IRGL ' I 
J 'E Lt , 1959 

This age in which , e li e i a truly gr at ao· , one f the gr at t in human 
history. ,ve are too near our time prop rly to apprai th ·m. Oner quire 
di tance in order to see great obj ts in their proper per pecti . \Ve our-
elves are too mu h involved in the turmoil the f ar , and th onfli ·ts of 

our day to ee objecti ely the amazing new patt rn of life whi ·h are m rg
ing. In a generation or two, when mankind will hav n r d qui ·t r, at r 
and a period of consolidation will ha e followed thi cxplo i and r volu
tionary age of ours, men will be able to look ha k upon it and valuate 
it properly. 

Many people today are filled with dark foreboding and are quit 
pe simistic about our tim s. They are quick to de ribe th m a material
i tic, a lacking in idealism, aim, and purpo e, and a driftin h lpl ·ly to 
di aster in a flaming sea of atomic horror. 

I am persuaded that ours i truly a great ao- . Great and hi tori 
things are coming to pass in our day. I am not thinking at the moment of 
the new worlds which science is ontinually di lo ing, the new in ight 
into the nature of matter and energy, the new our e of p , rand wealth, 
the new method of production, di tribution, transportati n, and ommun
ication. I am not referring to the amazing progres in the medi al ciences, 
nor to the marvels of engineering and the miracle of construction all over 
the globe. Inventions and dis overie come in u h rapid u e ion in our 
day that they no longer excite any unusual omment. "\V take it all in our 
stride-the flying ao-e, the tele i ion ao- , th at mi ao- -and now the inter-
planetary age. 



In chara terizino- our age a QT at, I am thinkino· in term of human 
advancement and civilization. lore i: beino- done in our day for the im
pro ement of the ondition of the life of the ·ommon man, for the rai ing 
of his standard of li ino-, hi health, his edu ation, and for his protection 
against the disabilitie of i kne s, unemployment and old ao-e than in any 
generation-than in any five gen ration in the pa t. ever have peoples 
and governments been o mu h oncerned with the improvement of the 
live of the men. er hav mor <let rmin d fforts be n made to bring 
about a fairer haring of th wealth produced and a btter way of life for all. 

ever ha e the ubmerrred race and peoples of the arth, "ho for 
c nturie groan d under foreign or nati tyranny, ri n a they ha e ri en 
in our day to demand and to achie e freedom and eH-determination. vVith
in the last fifteen year , one-fourth of the earth' population-more than 
fi e hundred million non- elf-rrov rning people-have obtained o reign
ty and lf-o-o rnment. Imp riali ·m and coloniali m are in their death 
throes. Backward p oples are pre in°· forward into th light of a new day, 
and the xploitation of the dark race of the earth i rapidly drawing to a 
doe. 

v hat , e ar witne ing in our da , if we ha e eye not only to see 
thing but to ee into the heart of thino-s, i not social di integration, but a 
radical ne, reintegration of humai it , a pr found hange in the o ial 
e olution of man, a change not free, of ur e, from dang r , but one of 
boundle and immea urable potentialitie . 

I do not wish to overdra, the picture. I am not ugo-e tino· that the 
millennium is ju t around the corn r. fhere i • n ountry on arth, includ
ino- our own, which i alto0 eth r fre from ]a ·onflict, from bigotry, in
toleran , , lum , and pri ation. It , ill take centuri , not decade or o- n
eration , befor all the peopl of the, orld will pos n that mea ure 
of well-b ing, far from th optimum, which om of the mo t fa ored 
peopl of th , orld alr ady p e . 

The important thino- to on id r, h we r, i not wh ther l\ e are on 
th e e of the mill nnium, but whether the major trend f our age are 
mo ing toward the hop d-f r good society, or away from it. I our ao·e pur
p full tr inff to radi ·ate pm ert and il1it ·racy and to rai e th tand
ard of li ino of all peoples, re()"ardle s of ra • or color or er d? I it tryino
to ati. [ th legitimate a. pirations of people.,; to national fr d m and 
ind pend n ? I it tr ino- to oro-anize the world for p a ·e and for inter
national o peration? I b Ji , e that in all th • maj r tr nd , our ao-e ha 
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g1 n, el om 1 f • ri u cl l ·rm in, Lion and of ton id ·ra hi • 1>r >0 -., 
r . . It i m • p full in th · right dir ·ction- th al oliti m ol war. 

th r du tior p v rt , and th ·limin, tion of ra< i,tl h,irrier an l in-

q ualiti . Th ar th Lhr maj< r tr ·mls ol our < en t tir •. \ml b '< ,lll c 

th y ar th maj r tr nds f ur <la , th ·r i ~) re,tt hop · for m,m in thi 

atomi a()' . 
\Vhat, e need i a tr ng faith whi h will u t.1in u in th long. 

h rd tru O'l to e tabli h thi o l ·i t toward ,\ hi ·h \\ , all wi h to 

mo e. 
Su h a faith, in m judgm nt, i 1 uilt up n thr p > Ltdat : th • 

r alit of purp e in th uni r , th ionifi an • of th · indi\ idu, I , ll(l th · 

an tity of m thod. \ ithin u h a faith man will f 111 l that m a ur < f dig

nity, onfid n , and urao- with ut, hi h th tru 0 gl • fc r > ia l pr >gr s 

ann t lonO' b maintain d and th promi ( human Ii • mu l b ' a ban-

d ned to d f at. 
om wh r Pr r Ein l in h, • , ritt n : '' \\ ha t i th m aning f 

hum n Ii( lif alto()' thcr? To .. n w ·r thi. qu • Li< n at all im-

pli a re • • n. n th ·n , ou ask, in puuin~ it? I an w ·r , th 

m n, h r • n Ii that [ hi f ·llm T ·atur ·~; s m ·,ming I • • 

i n t m unfortunal , but , h i qualift l f r lilc." 

A man p in a, ar n him ·lf n<l f the vorl l about him 

and g in in n iti n • and c mp h n i n, h ' acquire. abo glim1 s • f 

purp in th uni . H ·om : l hat th • Pr ph ' l I ,tiah ·n •cl 

, h n h d lar d: " H i a od wh <l th , rl<l n >l for chao, and 

f rm ditto b inhabit d ." Lik all human i1 • • [u11 lam ·ntal , this 

n f purp and m anin i • n t ·l ·ar n p ·r,td ·ntur • of 

d ubt. It i • n a throu 0 h a O'}a . darkl , but i it ufl1 ·i ·ntl p ·r u ·1 i • 

and r p n i e to ba i human n d. to b • "'nh a t ·ning and "ilr •no th ·ning. 

Addr ing th Har ard La, h l s < i, ti n f ·, Y rk b .. ck 

in 1 13, Ju ti e Oli r \ nd , l) H lm gc. pr ion to j usl u h a 

tr n , my ti , n i ti n: " I think it i • n t impn b bl · that man, lik • th · 

grub that pr par a ·hamb r for th , in • ·cl thin it n ha b "11 but i 

to b - that man may ha '.> o mi cl tin it . th t h <lo ·· n L un<l r~l, nd. 

nd b ond the i ion of battling r, • and an impov ·ri h ·cl ·arth, I 

·at ha dr min limp f p a · .'' nd h \Oi d hi faith " in a uni\ ·r • 

n t m a ur d by our f ar ," but n " that ha thou ht and m r than 

th u ·ht in id of it." 
nfid nt faith in a ·ontr llin° and b ·n .. fi<ent purpo • unlol ling 
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