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t-
e Jew survived in the Di~$pora because he centered his life in the 

the school , and the synagoo. The ~"""''!'!""e~~twiflliiiiillitll&s~,naP,og ca e into 
J 

exi.Je Temple , state an government . It prov d so accordant 
~ 

to ~eir needs and ~o consonant with their character that the returning exi l es ~rou3ht 

i t back with tl em to restored Judea . It remained, of course , with thos Jew h com-
4' 

muni t es who did not return . 

ins t itution as t he r a i a l 

d a r 1 • io r n t T p l and a 

, e p ci 1:y & t t he fe f rei 1- <l e n t f the k ·n • 

It was ecRuse in post- exi l ic ti mes Jewish 1 if e in the ias ora found a sus-

taining and no ri shing cent r in the synago which w, lso the school or rat 0r , 

was primarily h sc-.ool -- tlrnt it W8S a le no t a one o urv ive , but to ro in-

tellecturally so sturdy a~n spirituallY. so creative t ct in critical tim s ·t wa ab.le 

to come to tie aid of Judaism in p est i ne . Thi \."8S true in he d~_rs of 'Szra , Land 

a ,a in, if the opinion of the ~ - i is vAlid , in t 8_/S of Hillel . ~ 
,. J ':) 

JI /:t 1> :J J /) J/ /?111 c) , ? e,fl 
• I 

"\ h n t . Torah was forgotten from Israel , Ezra came up from ab- l on an establ i~h .d 

it . '\hen it was a~ain forgott n , Bllel , the abylonian , c~me up and sta is cd it .' 

In su seeiuent ~t:.n rations , too , the aca mies an scholars of Ra ylon ~ r a le to 

re l enish the dwindlln spiritual and intellectua l life of the Jewish community in 

Pale. tine . In the mid 1 anes it was Jews from the Diaspora who founded the or eat 

centers of mystici min S·f d and elsewhere in the Ho l y Land . Throueho1t modern time 

Rabb inic schol··rs f r om the di persio founded aca emi s in Pal st i ne , e en as o her 

Jes founded co l onies ands ttlem nts and re st~blish d af e heroic struggl and with 
I 

u ntold s acrif i ces t he State f I srael. 
I 
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Intl e past , cent rs of Jewish life shift d from one part of the world to anoth r • 

. t tim s seve,-al impor tant centers exist d simultaneously . In our day we s,.w the 

oldest and noblest center~ f Jewish life in Europe practically destroy d . Providen-

tia ly , two other important centers toda.,1 and are growin<s i str ngth 

~nd ~i~nificance -- the national center in I rael , a nd the Diaspora center in the 

Pnited S·;-i es . The .. r:,erican Jewish community owes it to jtself and to 1istory to 

take orer its fu 1 ~easure, f res~onsib.1ity for carryin on the istoric work of 
II' V 

mi~hty t~s< it wi 1 h veto find , in the future, t er sources 

" within it~Plf . It ~i 1 ~o\ lonoer he a le to lie on horrowin . It can n onger 

expect its spiritual and cu turc\l pr visi r,ns to c n1 e to it from th Old ··orld. 0 d 

'orld Jewr no longer ex i sts as a pr visioning center . ·!e shall hav t prepa-r. our 

own rictuals . 

Fortunately , we are not altogeth r unp ar d unequjpp d for t1i tcsk , 

n t a lon., in t rnal facil.ties , ut al-o, I h liev, in inn r r sources . Arr rican 

Jewry is or.Banized , ptrhaps v rorg nized . 

It poss sses if n a s1J1ffici nt , 

at least not a meag r qunta of syna ogs , schoo l , ibrari s , R~bbinic s minaries, and 

social agencie . .1ore ar in the process of bui ding . A!llerican Jews have al o demon-

trated a fine sense of olidarity and l oyalt · , particularly in th s lat desp ra e 

years when unprecen ented di aster swept overt eir 'ellow Je· in Europe an wen the 

historic cha len~e reac ed t em t assist in the rs oration of th StPt of Ira 1 . 

Their reactions were th se fa sound an healthy or ani m. , re t hour did not f i nr 

the 1 a smc1 l l p ople . , 11 t i.s is ood ui din material for the f t11--e . 

Rut the wi e arc itects of t e future of t 1 . •m r can J ewi h communit wil 1 

do wel 1 to use a l U·is ~o d hum~n at , rial , 0 readi y avoila le , of loyalty , pride 

and res onsihi1ity , of enerosity an organ· zati nal Id 11, to s r en h n th central 
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the sc ool . 

Th_ synago~ , in its incepti n anc for long centuries there~ft r , was prim rily 

a place of in truction rather than a pl~ce of prayer . 

If our reas ning is correct , if the ,:nago3 i to become t e institution 

primarily resp nsible for the survival of the Am rican Jewjsh co nity , t n it nrust 

dra ticallv re-orient itself . It musts ift it emp ass from a place or w rs ip o a 

p1f'ce f ~eri us religious ed11c tion, far more ex ensive and far . o r intensive than 

Fai1 ure to teach t'1e Hebrew langua consigning the future 

~ 
\merican Jew · sh co .1uni.ty , I am afraid, o cultur 

V 
st rility . o Jewish community 

ev ~r contributed cul urally or sch l astica)ly to J ·.h ljfe w ·ch did not fo.t r the 

Hehr v: 1 ngua 0 e and literE4ture . . o Jewish corm-nunity ever survived for long which ig-

nored Hebr v:. 

011r ople fre uently employed ot r language media for their r l igiou -

cultural expr si n -- :rreek , rahic , ramai~, and many .urop an langua ,es . This\ as 

t ru e pecia y in he fields of t c .nical scholarship an 1 i losop .y . Ho 1 Vt: r , the 

langu <>e f !)rayer , poetry , et ics an J -is law -- tl e deepest an . ost vital - - wa 

n <'lrly al ·,w in 1 , lle re:w. In r·he phi osophic field , to , on,y tl os ooks w' ich 

we e rly translated int c .t he Hehrew an came av~ila le to Jew ever y-\- re e.erted 
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any inf uence upon JeP ish life and th()tt~ t. One simply cannot c , nceiv f the ~r t 

creative periods in our history , ~-.·,ether in l'abylon, ~pain , Italy , . 101--th-west rn , or 

.astern ·urope without reference to the delib ra e and extensivcWi:rv'atian of th 
J\ 

He r cw languA~e and iter~ture in these centers . 

The Hebrew language has been not only the nnti e and natural vehicle for the 

TT'ind and soul expres i 1ns of our people , the r pository of its ost glori >us cultural 

trop ies, t e bond of union and the chain of c ntinuit) , but also a p w rful i~ trum nt 

for progress and r newal i.n Jewi. life . The r vival of Gr ek ,nd ca ical Latin in the 

fifteenth century brought to a close the scholastic age in Europe end ush red in t,e n w 

and emancipating age of th Renaissance. Th - 1ew Lec1rning which closed the , liddl ges 

was, in fact , t 1e le rning of ancient Creek and Latin . These lan8ua > s wl ich ena led 

the \,estern world tor discover its gre~t past ma e po ible progress towards an e en 

great r future. In he same wa, di<l tne rediscovery of th H brew language a f f ct the 

pro ess of Jewish life . nd not only of Jewisl lif • B th Hu111anism and th eform tion 

felt the impact of a revival of H re~ learning on th part of Christian scholars,~1te-

nut w i le th ef feet of 1 rew 

on European tre d. to~ar nr>w ts a , i e and concary to th to reek 

. nd Lat i n , i t ff ct on th o erniza i0n o Jewi life was pri r and decis ve . 

The l! .re langua e erv as thr weapon it W'ich to batter down t e spiritual ad 

intellectual a soft e? ctto . h H kala overnent wh' h egan i th .eaefim 

under ,1oses :-!en<le ~ ohn and w c p~c.~ed over to Eastern Europ , us i , Poland and Galicia , 

ernµlo/ed llehrew as the weapon against o scuranti and m dieva is . It rv d a a 

r evolutionar olvent nf ant·quat forms f ocial lif . It m"' <le Ins U e a fresh ad -

vance to ards a • ett rand freer wa of life . Hebre~ wc1 t e hi 0 hway a on w,·c our 

eo p 1 rno e i n to th nder ·or ld. , n of cour e, it i dif.f icult t ov r - estimate th 
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the role wl1 ich Hebrew played in he mo rement for nati< nal revival, which 1. inated 

in the establi hment of the State of Israel. One cannot think of the restoration 

m eme tat all from the early Hibbat Zion d~ys to the r cent crowning days of 
• 

stru~gle and vict1ry, without at the same time thinkin of tle brilliant ga axy of 

Hebrew writer., poet~ , and essayists tho inspired it and su tained it. 

The lebrew language ha 

factor, in our urvival and our 

oft .is fact. 

heen, second only to the Tora1 it$elf , the principal 

contin ed renewal. Ee ar not at all times aware 

) J N j fr "'Z. /'/" "The miracle is ot 

always recognized hy him who experiences t." ) I cannot concei ,e f a vital Jewish 

life in the Diaspor without an extensive study of the Hebr w language and literature 

a . ong o 1r pe ple, without a nowled~e of Judai ~ in its historic Hebraic manis esta­

ti1H1s. Furt ermore, if we are thinking [ any c tural link etween Isr 1 and the 

Jews of th ')iaspora, between Yisra 1 and Tefuzot Y'srael, th n we must be thinking 

in terms of tl e Hebrew language . Je must raise eneration which will b~ able to 

re,1 d the language in which the future cultural ere tiuns of Israel wi]l b cast. 

It will not be ee y to cultivate the H brew languape and lit retire in th 

i'~merican Jewi h community of tor:iorrow. It was never easy. ehemiah, you ill r call, 

si gl it out ,. s one f the t} ree grievous failures of th J s of his day. The 

cultivation of Hebrew ah-:ays involved strugole, not so much with forces ithout as 

with fore within . he survival of J daism i self has always been a matt r of 

stru~ 0 le not only in the Diaspora, ut also in Palestine. 0ertain merican Jews are 

givin u th truP-~le in the nam and on the c.core of integration ·pithjn the 

AmericPn community. 

recent rationale for a minimalist Ju ai m •11 ich wi 1 

T i5 is th most 

he stripped of He raic c~aract r, 

" 
w1 ich -.1i 11 a andon the He rew languaoe oth in t e syna~ g and in he cl ool , and 
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which will reject the concept and t e mandates of Kelal Yisrael. 

True inte~ration has ne,er een a Jewish pro lem. Jews have always 

inteRrated themselves with th life and the culture of the peoples in ose midc;t 

ther lived wr n ~iven the least clance and encourageti1ent. In fact, man, J ws have 

in tim ~s past rushed to inte rate th Pmselves so eagerly that they went fAr l eyond 

adjust ent, to the point of precipitous and total assimilath>n. 

finer ctttzens The Jewish problem of s lf--
integrati,m. 
~ 

This ·as le s difficult when our people lived, as it ere, 
.t.. 

in a walld ,.. 
and ele:tPurered C'i ty, in a hostile world . It is far in re difficult wl n th~y 

live in a free and open city, in a tolerant or fric.1dly orld. 

To s um up, t e ~rnericar Jewish communit of tomorrow will, in th main , .... 

be what American Jews will make it. ~xternal pr ure will be massive but the 

internal ~otlvations wil l be deci ive. It sh I d berm mb red that always it was 

not compulsion or any historic d alect·cs w.·, ich kept tie JewL h grou? alive but 

fierce, stiff-necked vnlun arism. 

held y Jews v o cxpPrience t e inner compulsi n of covenant and 'lli::.sion , w o 

wish Judaism and the Jewish p ople to c rr• on triumphan ly in the world , wlo draw 

from the brave and no rernembranc of th past hi h anc valiant hope for the 

[uture 

ary and advantageou to vitalize and erpetuate th ir faith and their communiti s, 

th~re is sur to emerge th adequate and uitable organizational forms, th 

agencie w1ich the community will require for positive and creative liv · , 
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we 1 as the vital synagog And the efficient school, esp cia ly the sch ol! Forms 

wi 11 ch nge. 

0 rm i:i tu l 

iven devoted and purposeful leadership anl adequate r ~ igious educat·onal aoenci s, 

we rr. y look to th future of the American Jewish corrrnunit, barring isastrous 

revolut1onary c am~es in t e structure of t:-ie . m rican ovprnment an society, with 

a P,ood measure of confident hope. 

j J 
r, v ) }~II >I l'--r L ;n.1 "A ~oon as a 

' I 
C ild can spea , his fat er S 011_ teacl im t e hna, orah , anrJ t e acred to gue ." 

1;:xt ,__nded to all a ,e le els , is the formula n t on y for ur ival, bu for a 

creati ,e and ~atisf:ing life forte ,merican Je s c unity o to~orrow! 
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