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Greeting By Or. Jo eph J. ·chvartz 
Vice President, Israel ond Organization, t 
Zionist Organlz tlon of erlca Convention 
Saturday, August 27, 1960. • 

I happy to have thi op rtunlty to reet the Zionist 

0 

Org nlzatlon of rica and to expre to this convention the ppreciatlon 

of th Israel ond Or anizatlon for. th v ry sl nlflcant role the member-

ship of the ZOA has played int ucce th Ir 1 Bond c palgn. 

ay I al o take this occasion to In in payln trlb t to r. 

Silver, the Chai an of our Board of 'vernor. I hould llke to testify 

to his re arkable 

attalna nt a a p 

, releg ta f'und-r l i 

to a lnor plac llver, followln the 

historic exam.pl of Theodor erzl and Chai elzaann, ha for any year 

given t obillzatlon of !inane! 1 resources for the ildin ot Ir el 

a pl ce of onor nd priority In hi concept of dyn le lonl . 

n the nlted le tine A peal, hen ln the Unit.«! Jevl h Appeal 

nd now ln th I r el Bond anizatl , • llver 

llcy of axl !I ncl 1 p rtlclp tion on he 

vigorou lye pou ed 

rlcan Jewry 

In the d velop ent of Ir 1. In thf b n s llit nt d a un-

co ro l in in th pur ult of other Zionl t objective. 

nth Hitler dee de, ln t er cl 1 years of evin, In the h t-

rending perlo of tr! 1 an tr y fort Jewish peopl, no one expre sed 

vlth aore feeling, aore fire, or aor v r, than did • Sllv , h pll ht 

of pjfople d nled cce1s to it own ho eland. And on th eve of the 

the J vi 1h cue vi th 
•• lanlc mo nt or tatehood, no one pl ded 

rater eloquence or dignity. 
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Through the year Dr. Sllwr has bee 1 of the 

tl htlng splrlt of the Jev, unyleldln ln the battle !or Jewish right • 

unawervlng In his intense evotion to Ira 1. • l without question a 

twentieth-century prophet in Israel. 

In hls work for Iarael Bon • we have not only another !aportant 

chapter in a ll!e or dedlcatlon to Israel. e also have the recognition 

of a nev an declsiv• ~e in the developaent or i. ... ael, which in et!ect 

represents one of th.e cardinal principle o: Zlonis. The existence of 

the State of Israel on a level of di lty and er tlveness depends on bar 

ablllty to stand on her ovn fNt economically. Ir el' political lnde­

pendenc will be overllfld in rat Masure by th extent of her econ le 

lndepen nee. t Ja~ ... --w.,,.~~~:'.M~ ~: ..... ..,. ..... separabl l lnk betwen 
economic stability ~ ,v ,.,.,L&. l nty that has Impelled 

Dr. llv r to occu 

drive. t 1 this 

t to Identify th 

o 1 ~dcr1hlp In the Isr el nd 
;.;.., ,Kl._. 

✓/,,;' ' 

i fl need ny Zlonlst throughout 

alva with t lsr el nd p ign and 

halp Isr el nd ea contrib tio o! p ramou t I port c to the develop-

aent of I rael. 

I happy to report that o! today or t 4SO,ooo,ooo In 

ca•h ha b n re llzed fl'OII the aa1 of St t.e of Ir l nda ln the 

nlted States, ft•~•-, Latin A rlc and stern ~urope. This gr tltyln 

re ult could not haw been chi ved vithout the aeabar hip £ the Z and 

without t active partlclpatlon of lta leaderahlp ao splendidly exesapll­

tied by r. llv • 

The substant lal reaources provided by Israel Bonda have 

translat d the Zlonl t l eal Into concrete and at.eel, lnto n• Nttl•-

ent.1 and tov~ , Int. ncv hot.ell ro da, Int ) n v jobl and tor 

uey thou.tand ot Jewa in Isr•1• .Tbt resourc I have h lped to create 
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a 1olid cconoalc foundation for th attainment of t,.e ocl 1, cultural 

and aplrltual goal• oft Zlonlat aov ent. Above 11, thiay vc 

helped to erase fro our ind a t ln of t re t f th world 

11 doubts and qua tlon ab t the survival of t. tat o I rael. 

tever ~ evert.ually be stabJlshed as t true and 1-

Cllbracl definition of Zlonis In erlca, t e pro.r or •coo le 

ev loj'.Xlent finance by sr 1 d will unquestionably r pres tone 

ot Its o t .. anlngfuJ. and fr lt!ul enterprl•••• 

WRHS 
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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Saturday evening, August 27 1 1960 

at the 

C01'WEl'lTIOM OF THE ZI01'1IST ORGANIZATION OF AUERICA 
llEH YORI{ CITY 

I am grateful and I am humbled by your tribute. During the heated days or 

our struggle, I was frequently subjected to unfavorable criticism, and I felt that 

while I deserved some of it, I did not deserve all that I was getting. Today I 

feel that I do not deserve all the pre.ill I am getting, although 1 must say that as 

a weak and peccant human being, I harbor the more or less pardonable illusion that 

I deserve some of it. 

The most beautiful day in our Jewish calendar is the Sabbath. It is called 

the Hemdat Yernirn -the most beloved and desirable of days. Theodor Herzl called 

Zionism the Sabbath of his life. Personally, as I look back upon the years since 

m:y first identification with the Zionist Movement more than half a century ago, I 

teel in very truth, that the Zionist Movement has also been the Sabbath of my life 

too., as it has undoubtedly been for many of you who are here this evening. It has 

given us a Nesharnsh Yeterah, an additional gracious and precious Presence which has 

accompanied us all along our "1ay through life 

The noted French philosopher, &nile Boutro 

knowing, was once asked "1hat iln his opinioq. waa 
replied "A good thought conceived in early lite 

had the privilege of 
----

ed in the good life. He 

.developed in maturity." 

I might add to this obaene.tion remark which an old fisherman once made 

to Dr. 'Iheodor Herzl and which the latter never forgot: 11The most remarkable of all 

things is when a man never gives up." 

For the gift of a good thought which was conceived early in life, and f'or the 

inspiration of the immortal leader of our Movement who never gave up, I am not only 

very grateful, but I feel that they represent the complete reward that a:ey man can 

wish for. 

iiy dear friends, during the past few generations, our people experienced 

several distinctive ages or epochs of transition. 

First was the Age of Drift. During the closing decades of the 19th century, 

our people could not make up its mind whether to stay in the ghetto milef1.nitel.y or 

to lose itself completely in the Western world. The sense ot peoplehood had become 

sharply attenuated and our national morale had seriously slumped. l·laey of our people 

drifted away entirely, and ~ othem remained or were brought back reluctantly to 
the fold by anti-Semitism which increased in virulence all through the closing years 
of the 19th century. It was anti-Semitism, confessed Herzl, which first made him 
and Nordau Jewish. MallJ brilliant Jews paid for their improved careers in the Weetena 
world by formal conversion, Many others felt no responsibility whatsoever for the 
frture of their people or aey loyalty towards it. It was a case ot "he took away 
t1 nderstanding from the chiefs or the people ot the land, and made them wander in 
a pathless wste." 

- more -



suver - 2 

!bffl, e$11e the Age of Decision -- AS so otten happened before -• in Jm.sh 

history I like a. recurrent pattern, when a dangerous 4ritt w.s brought to a 1udden 

halt, The lite sense of the people, the life w1sh1 the deep desire to aurvive, 

asserted itselfa It bappened. long aso during the Babylonian 

exile. A defeated. and uprooted people, beset by despair and faced with an unpre. 

dictable future took hold of itself, and by the rivers ot Eabylon, it voweds "It 

I fOl:'get thee, O Jerusalem, my my right band lose its c,rn:n1ns," It hn-P);leMc1 once 

again :In the days of' Ezra and Nehemiah, when the retun,..ing exiles found thel!leel:ves 

1n a ruined Judaee.1 beset by '/UJ.ny ~\emiea & "Behold, we are slafts today Qd we 

find ourselves 1n sreat trouble." 

Nevertheless, 

they asseDlbled and: made a firm covemmt with theh' Ood to carry on despite every­

tl:di,.g, to rebuild. the broken walls, and to reaffirJII -the fa.1th and disciplines of 

their Jewish heritage, 

This :miracle of decision happened once again 1n the daya of the Macc&beea. 

When corruption ft-om within and from without threatened to eat at the very Tttala 

of the peoplets being, the cry finally went up: ''He who is tor the Lord, cme 

with meJ" A great revolt enn , e few against the niany. 

Then eazne victory and a glor± new era s or our peopla I l!,Jid 

tbroiJGh our people fOl:' bumMG :) <2.J .s~"' 
,,.), A 

- ~,, •(l~ 

TOftl'ds the clostt of the 19th eentur 
1
, an !I) of scattered. and rudderle1s 

groups of te.ithtul. Jews began to make their "toices heara., and to D:8rahal their 

meagr:e reaou;rees tor e. na.tione.l renAiss&l!Ce, for a :aw -covenant with 4est~ -

the Bilu, the Hoveve Zion, -- others. 

Tile spiritUAl catalyGt tor all these groups was ~odor Herzl. At JJ81le he 

finally rallied. the people for the heroic hom- of deeilion. Herzl w.s the most . . 
" eloquent ~d eonse(}uent1al apokesD!Bn ot those who 1:is.a. come to understMd. thet utter 

emptiness Qd futility ot eombatting anti-Semitism. l!e wa also the most cl,ear­

aishted among thos9 Who realized. that th@ solution ot th~ Jewish p:o'blem mzat 1'• 

a mtional aolu.ticm.1 one t,ha.t would receive 1nten,ational sanction &ll4 approval.. 

~e solution, he :realized., could not b• acco11pliahec\ tllrough intiltrati~ into 
other land8, or through ame,11-scale philanthropic colomzatioa efforts :bl. F8lest.tne. 
Herzl f&V()l'ed only a kind ot colonization 'Which we could protect, it need be, w.t.th 
Ollr ow. army. The day ot little essays and ventures, he -.mta1ned1 the Yom 
Ketanot I bad. to end. 

As a :result Of successive disheartening effOl'ts aXld rebuffs, he ]saa. ecae to 
the f\rther conclusion tbat the movement to establish a political home tor the 
JGW'l.ah people and :put q end to their national homelessness must be & masn JrJovement. 
A; first, Herzl did not want to atir up the nesses.. He hoped to appeal to the rieh, 
tbe notables, hoping that they would ti:nanee his vast :project ot riational trans• 
lllgration. But when the !aron de Hirsh•s and the Rothschild's failed him, he 
turned to the people- .... to those wose lives were dark with pe.rsecutio:Q.1 m1aery and 
:p~OJll8 in the countrieil ot Eastern ~ope, and to those who felt the s]J,ngs and 
alurs and tha poison pens of antWemitism in the co,mtnea Of Weaterll E\l;l'ope •• 
au anti-Semitism vhtch waa being lifted high on the ris;l:ng tide• ~ mtioualism, 
ce.pite.lism and racialism. 

• more .. 
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At Basle, the vanguard of the Jev.i.sh people met at the summons and under the 

inspiration of this II\Y'Stic, statesman and man of action, There, in 1897, the Age of 

Decision was ushered in. 11At Basle," wrote Herzl, "I founded the Jewish State. 11 

Not actually, of course, fifty years were to elapse be.fore the Jewish State wo1.ud 

be founded. But the decision was there made, and a world-wide Jevish organization 

was brought into existence to carry it out. Here for the first time was a clear 

purpose, a firm resolve, and a people pledged to a course of action. What uas said 

at Sinai tnay very well have been restated at Basle: 11 this day you have become a 

people.u Moses knew, of course, that many years ,-1ould have 

to elapse and much hard welding and fusion would have to take place before his 

motley hoard of emancipated slaves, many-tribed and rabble-infiltrated would become 

a people in the true sense of the word. But at Sinai the group had been infused 

with a new life and a new mission -which had ma.de them a single community of shared 

interests and of single purpose. They were now bound together. They had been given 

a collective soul and that soul had been ignited. 

At Basle, the Jews who could not make up their minds in the Age of Drift had 

become a people again. Their physical resources for their enormous historic enter­

prise were limited indeed.But the indomita le will of the people had again asserted 

itself and it was finally on the march aga n. e m.ystic did not under-,..__ ___ _ 
estimate the power of physic resources.. "Grea ~"~r,;.g-.:::-,· " he wrote in his Diary, 

"do not need to have a firm :foundation. :i - ~ be put on the table so that 

it should not fall. The earth swings in space •••• the secret lies in movement." 

\ 

The .Age . of Decision was soon followed by the Age of Struggle - the hard years ! 

of fighting enemies within and without, years of diplomatic missions and excursions, 

of frustrations and setbacks; years of driving propaganda and organization. 1-iore 

than one generation of the best and bravest among our people engaged in this 

struggle, in the face of overwhelming odds, and many of them fell upon the high 

place of the battle, Herzl himself wrote in his Diary on Hay 2, 1901: "Today_, r em 

41 years old; nearly six years have passed since I began this movement, which has 

made me old, tired and poor." Two years later he was dead. At times., Herzl became 

very disillusioned. Uhere were the people \.thom he was struggling to liberate? Uhy 

did they not rally in great multitudes to the urgent cause and his earnest appeal? 

Why were they unloading upon his own tired heart all the bitterness and resentment 

of their unhappy lives? "Let it be inscribed upon my epitaph," he once v.rote, 

"he had too high an opinion of the Jews. 11 Other prophets of our people in the past, 

in the impatience of their love, cried out in a similar vein. But these prophets 

and seers came to understand, after their dark hours and disillusionments were 

passed, that their people was God's people, worthy of saving and deserving of 

- more -
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sacrifice. Compact of firmness and compassion their hearts were full of concern 

£or this very people which so often failed them. "Forgive the people's sins, O God," 

cried 1-Ioses, "or blot me out of Thy book." 

The Age of Struggle moved on through years of political evasions on the part 

of the liandatory Government, through illegal immigration, violent resistance and 

through the appa.ll1Dg tragedies of two world wars which saw the House of Israel 

ravaged as it had never been ravaged before in all its long checkered history. For 

a time, it looked as if European Jewry wou d be completely destroyed and there 

would be no need for a national homeland, but for a national graveyard. 

But here aL;ain, the oft repeated miracle of' our history recurred and the Age 

or Struggle culminated in the Age of Victory. Five years after Buchenwald and 

1/ 

Dachau, fifty years after Basle, the State of' Israel was proclaimed. The Galut 

ended; its curse was lifted from the shoulders and hearts of our people. Those who 

sowed in tears could now reap in joy. A new day had da,.med, a wonderful day of great 

new beginnings. The road which led our people through the long and terrible v.i.lder­

ness had brought them at long last, singing and triumphant, into the Promised Land. 

Today the Age of Consolidation is with us -- the age of hammer, saw and plow, 

the age when architect, engineer, scientis-tg and civil servant are proceeding with 

Fortunately for our people, we are no 

problems, Our people, in Israe1 and in the 

tasks than with 

~ em sure, will not fail in 

the new Age of Consolidation any more than they failed in the Age of Decision or 

Struggle. They will bend to their many tasks in high resolution and in great con­

fidence. It has been most gratifying to note that the initial period in this Age of 

Consolidation has not been attended by the sort of crisis, strife and disorder 

bordering on chaos, which has been the unfortunate experience of some of the recent­

ly founded states in Africa and Asia, In this regard, Israel has demonstrated a 

political maturity of a very high order. 

In this Age of Consolidation, the State of Israel w.l.11 continue to face, for 

some time to come, one serious problem, the unresolved problem of its unreconciled 

Arab neighbors. This problem has been aggravated by the power struggle which has 

been going on between the CollDDJ.Ulist and the non-Communist blocs., in which struggle 

small, new states are often used as pawns or shuttlecocks. In this dangerous esme, 

every form of political intrigue, adventure and intransigence has been encouraged. 

Some day the great powers, which once tr.-recked the League of Nations, will come to 

realize the very real and present danger, not alone to the effectiveness, but to the 

very survival of the United nations, which lurks in the heightened tensions of 

their increasing rivalries. They may then turn away from their lethal game, and look 

- more ... 
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for ways of cooperation. Some day, too, Arab statesmen will arise uho will reaJ.i~e 

the utter futility of continuing boycotts and blockades against Israel, or conspira­

cies to mount military attacks upon it, in the hope of destroying it. They will then 

proceed to uork out together with a very willing Israel, programs of progress, reha­

bilitation and development which ~rill benefit all the nations in the Near East. All 

this must some day come to pass. But until such time, Israel will have to ca:rry on 

its work of consolidation under greet handicaps and dif'ficulties. But carry on, it 

will. And the Jews of the world will assist it. 

Of the Zionist Movement, Dr. Herzl once wrote: 11But one thing I regard as 

certain, and placed beyond the reach of all doubt. The movement ,all endure. I do 

not know when I shall die, but Zionism ,,ill never die., 11 

It were well if we were to reaffirm his words today. Zionism must never diel 

Zionism which bull t the State of Israel, must now buttress it. Zionism was al,,ays 

far more than scaffolding fort.he erection of the State of Israel. It was and is 

the expression of the unbroken will of our people to live and to live creatively 

and in freedom, which time and again rebuilt the fallen tabernacle of David. Zionism 

was the architectural design, the material out of which the State of Israel was 

built, and the t-dll that built it. And Zionism t-dll remain its sure end main support 

in the days to come. It would be folly to b):'e 

wine will be retained •••• llor is there eJ.1Y other 

can be poured and conserved. ":}/ <5c) (.) 

and still hope that the 

vdlable into which t he wine 

It would be a grave mistalce for Israel to rely exclusively on the economic under­

girding of the Diaspora, and to expect this to continue indefinitely without having 

the loyalty and interest of our people in the Diaspora continuously nourished and 

replenished by a movement which is specifically directed to this end. 11You shall 

not be redeemed with money." This is a good admonition to 

keep before us at all times. The very fact that our enemies here and abroad are 

trying so hard to make of Zionism a hissing and a byword should prove to us how 

much Zionism is needed. Were Zionism a spent and used-up movement, they would 

ignore it. But they know better. What confronts them in Zionism is the ultimate 

force which they must overcome if they are to win. 

Zionism must continue to invigorate the life of our people everywhere, not 

for the sal~e of Zion only, but for the sake of universal Israel. The Diaspora can­

not solve all the problems of' the State of Israel, but neither can the State of 

Israel solve all the problems of the Diaspora. Each has a life of its o,m and will 

continue to have a life of its own. But Zionism can serve both as a two-uay bridge, 

open at all times for spiritual and cultural traffic, to transmit the inspiration 

of the one to the other. It must be the dynamo of historic Jewish values everywhere, 

- more -
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in Israel and in the Diaspora. For we are and remain ,2ll2 people--not politically, 

of course-and the establishment of the State of Israel has certainly not divided 

us. 

The State of Israel is a great and glorious fact in Jewish life which is 

destined to influence its every phase everywhere. But greater than the State of 

Israel is the people of Israel, and greater than the people of Israel is the im­

mortal vision and hope which sustained our people through the long centuries, which 
made of it a covenanted people, pledeed to the ideal of Nalchut Shamayim, the 

establishment of the Kinbdom of God on earth. 

Zionism, as the pledge of positive Jewish living in the spirit of our deathless 
prophetic tradition, can help us all, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, to work 
together for the coming of the next great age, the distant, the ultimate Age, the 
Messianic Age,when justice and peace will be established on earth, when "each man 
will live under his vine and under his fig tree with none to :make him afraid. 11 

The establishment of the State of Israel is not the final act in the drama of 

Israel. Our people is moving on, the Ark of the Covenant is moving on, in greater 
freedom now a11d in greater confidence alon{; 

Acharit Hayamim, to the End of days, prefi 

hurt, nor destroy in all J.Iy holy mountain, a 

knowledge 0£ God, as the waters cover the 

highways of the world, to 

~t)1 shall be filled with the 
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Page 16 THE AMERICA ZIONIST September 1960 

For Zioa aad Universal Israel 

Zionism Can Help Us Work for Next Great Age 

Dl'RI ~ , thr pa, t few g n rn-
lions, our pcopl ~J> ·1·icm·<·<l 
scv ral di tincliv ag s or 

e1 tl1s of lran:iti n. 
First wa th g f Dl'ift. Dur-

ing the do hi~ d cad . of tile 1 nth 
C'nlury, our people c uld not mak • 

up it: mind wh th r to ·lay in th 
. lit l to indcfinit 1 • or t 1 ~ ilM•lf 

ompklc]y in the \Ve tern world. 
Th s n~c of p plch od had b -
c me sharpl all nuatcd and our 
n .. ti rnal 111 raJ had tl'iously 
, lump d. fan • of our p ·,pl• drift­
ed away cnlir }y and nwnv olh •r, 

main· d or w ;. brought ha ·k r •­
Jll<:tantl, t th fold b • anti-.' mil­
i:m ·hkh incr a cd in vin11<.·11ee all 
through lh do ·ing y •ar. of th 
19th century. It ,va. nnli-.'c•mili-.111 , 
c· nfe: ·cd H rzl, vhich fin,l mad· 
l1im and .. ~ordau J wi-.h . lany 
bdJliant Jew, paid f r lh<'ir im­
pr ved ca1· <'l' in th \\' est ·rn 
~·odd b formal c nv r!-.ion. Ian. 

oth ,._ fell no r sp nsibi]ity ,lint ­
, oev r for lh future f lhcil' p opl 

r an_· loyall_· towards it. I l \\ n, a 
ca!-.c• of "Ji lo k away undtr,tnnd­
in • from the chief · f th pcoplt ol 
th land, and m~ d Lh m \\ .ind ·r in 
a pa LI I l • • • " as le:' 

Th n cam the re of I 'l'i-..ion 
fkn happ ·n cl hef ol'< in 

•wish hi ·L r:, Iii· a r Clll'l'<'lll p:. l­
krn, wh n a dang rou.- drifl "a 
hroughl Lo a ,·udden halt. 'fh life 
. Nl of th p plc. th lif , j.._Jt, 
th deep d sir t . urvh , a~-. rl •d 
it elf: It happ n d lonA ag< dur­
jn~ the BaL)l nian c· ilt". .\ d ·­
frat d and uprooted p opl<', hL·~d 
hy d spair and fa d \'ilh an ttn­
prediclablc fulnr to )· hold of 
it~ ff, and by tl,e river. of Bahylon. 
it , wed: •If I forg t th . 0 Jent­
, al m. ma: 111 • right k n<I lo. it· 
cunning." It happ ·n d om· again 
in the da • • of Ezra and . ' 1t m iah. 
wh<'n the r lun1inf, c.· il , found 
lhcmsclve in a ruined Juda a. h<'-
et b , many enemies: "B •hol<l. c 

ar<' ··lave. toda and we finu ur-
ehe in gr al wtrouhle.' 

NE\ ERTIIELESS, they a~. mhl ·d 
and mad a firm covenant ·ilh 

thei1· God to c.:irQ' on d spit c, ry­
thing. to rebuild the hr k n ·all:. 

nd lo rcaffirn1 the faith and di:­
cipline of their Jewi ·h h ritag . 

Thi miracl of d • i. ion 11 .. 1>­
p ned on e again in th da;:,, or th 

foccab e, . " h n c rrupt i n fr m 
,vilhin and fr m with ul thr al ne I 
t cat at th v ry ital f th p • -
pl'· Ling, th er: finally went up : 

Jr ,•,h i f r th L rd, omc , ith 
m .'' gr at r volt n u d, a bil­
l r ·truggle of the f w a~aim,l tht' 
m .. nv. Then came ·iclon n l .. 
~loriou. n w era wa rn,i1 r d 111 
f r our p oplc, and thr ugh u1· 

p opl for hum .. nily. 
To ~·ar<l • th cl e of th 1 Hlh 

c nhtrv ... nmnb r of s ·nlt r d and 
ru ld 1:1 _. gr up f faithful .J '", 
b ban t nmke theit· ·o ic· : Ji •anl. 
an 1 t mar ·hnl th ir m agc.•e n•-

ltr<.'<.'. fol' a nali n .. I r nni~-,am· . 
f r a n w • n .. nt wilh de· tin: 
th Bilu. th II v e Zion. and 
oth r . . 

The J>iritual Cc taly t f r all th 
gr up was The d r H rzl. ~\ 

~Ra le he finally rallied U1e peopl 

by Dr. Al,ba flillel ilver 

for the hC'r ,ie hottr or d ·i. i n. 
J krzl was th mo ·l eloquent and 
consc.•quential :poke man of tho, 
who had com l und rsland th 
u l(('r <•mptincss and futility of <.'0m-
1,alling a1,li-.. mitis1n. JI was al~o 
lh<' mo:-.l dear-sight d among tho" 
wh rc•alizcd that lh solution of 
lh .Jewish prob] m must b a na­
tional :olution, one that " :ould r •­
<· in• inl l'nali nul ·an ·lion and 
appn)\ al. The olulion, he realized, 
eould nol he a complj ·h d llu ou rh 
infi IL ration. int lher lands. r 
th,·ough :mall-. rale philanlhropi' 
<·olonizalion effort in Palestine. 
l kr,d fa,01·ed onl a kind of oloni-
7a lion whieh ,. could pr led , if 
1wed lie-, \\ ilh our own army. The 
<lay of lilll essay and ventur<'s, 
It<.· maintained. the Y ,m Kctanot, 
lwd lo <'tHI. 

A. a r •sull of , ucc ssi, disltN1l'l­
t·ning rrorls and rebul'fs, h 

lind eom lo lhe furlh r conclt1sio11 
lh,tl th movement to c. lablish a 
political home for Lh Jc\\ bh p o­
p! ~llHI put an nd l their nali mal 
l1omcl<-". n ss must be a mas!-. mo, -
n1<·1d . Al first, II rzl did n l want 
lo Lil' up the mas,e . lJ h pctl l 
:,pp •n 1 l l11e rkh, th notables. 
l,oping llial th y would financ hi. 
va-.l proj t of nation, l trnn mi­
grn I ion . Bul ,, 11 n lh Rar; n d 
I Jir..,eh's and th I th, ·hild's faile< 
hi111. It turn d lo l11 p pl t 
ll10-..c- whos liv s ,. r d. rk ,·ill 
p ·r,<.•t ulion. m 1·: ~ 1 cl pogrom 
in llu• ·oun s 1•. l•rn Europe. 

l f l l11 . linM 311( 

t p n n11li 
.'emili-..m in unlrics of 
\\' :-.l<.•1·11 Europ an , nli-~ emilisn\ 
vhich \\ a. being lift d high on th 
rbing tid . of nali nali ·m , capital­
i-..m and r .. eiafo-.m. 

Al Rasl . the y._ ngu nl of tl1 
J ·\, i,h p opl met at the ummon 
and uncl r lit inspiration of thi: 
mysl ie. lat sman and man of < -

tion. Th re, in 18!)7, th Age or 
D l'isio11 ~ a, u ·hercd in. "Al Ba I ." 
wrote 11 •rzl "I found d lh Jewish 
,.'late:• ~ol actually, of cour e, fifty 
:car ~ ere to elaps<' b f 1·c the 
J wi h Stal would be f und d. But 
the d •ci ·ion wa th r made, and 
a w rld-wicl . J wi ·h organization 
~ a. hrounht inlo c.·i ·tenc.· to rarr 
it out. ll r for th fir ·l time"' 
a cl ·ar purpo:e, n firm re lvc, and 
a pl oph• pl dg d l a our · of a<:­
lion . \\'hat wa, aid al inai may 
, ry vcll kl\ he n r stat d al 
Ba-,1 ·: This da: y u have h ome 
a p opl ·.'' 

.\ t Ba-.1 , th J " "ho r ul<l nol 
mak up their mind in the .'\er of 
Orifl hnd h r me a P<' pl again. 
Th ·fr pl,y-,kal re, Ur<.'<' for thl'i r 
c·normou. hi loric enl rpris :., er 
limilul indc d. But th indomilabl 
,, ill of th p op] had ahain a rl­
·d its 1f and il , a · fin .. lly n th 
mar ·h again. II rzl the rn_-~li • did 
nol under ·timal the pcm er or 
pliy,i ·al r s nu· :. " ~real lhinn-.," 
h • "rol • in hi Diary. 'd not n c l 
l ha, a firm f undali n. \n .. p­
pl mn~l he I ul on th labl ' tha t 
il h uld n t fall. The e rlh ·win 
in p. e ... the ccret lies in n10,e­

mcuL" 

TJIE Acr of D ision wa .. on 
followed by the Ag of Slru~­

gk the hard y ar , of ficrhtinrr 
nemie • within and without, w cars 

of diplomatic mis ion and ex<.'ur­
. ions, of fru, tralion and ·c tbacks; 
years of driving propaganda and 

rganizalion. M r than on c •n­
era lion of the besl and bn\\ :t 
among ur p opl <'ngacrcd in this 
stl'uggl ' in lhc fa<.'C r O\' l'\\'h('llll­
jng odds and manw' of lh m fell 
up n the high place of the battle. 
JI rzl him ·elf wrol in his Diar. 
on foy 2, 1901 : "Today, 1 am 11 
year: Id; nearly i. ye~ r: ha \'C 

pa~s ·d ·inc I b gan this moYc­
ll\('nl which ha · m. de m old, tirC'd 
and p r." Two year later h • wa!'> 
dead. 

The Ag of lruggl III v d on 
through y ar: of p lili ·al c-va ions 
on the part of th Mandatory Co,·­
ernm nt through ille 0 al immi 0 ra­
lion, viol nt r i ' tan c and through 
th · appalling tragedi s of l wo world 
\\ a, .. which ·aw the II u of 1 Tad 
nwa c1 d a il had n vcr be n rav-:-. 
ag <l brf re in all it • long h ek red 
hist ry. For a lime, it 1 ol· d a: if 
European J wry w ul<l b r m­
plelely d ·troyed and lh re w uld 
b no n d for a national horn -
J· nd, hul r a nali nal gray •yard. 

Bu m lh oft r 1wa led 
1 • • 1 l ry r ·utT d and 
l -~- ·t 'l gg e rulminal d in 
t ry. Fi \'C ye. I'"> af I r 

D t'liau, fifty y<.•ar'> 
£ , ' talc of Isi-aC'l ,ut'> 
pr <.: :. irn <I. 'h / Galul en I d ; its 
cur,<' •. il1 < from th sl1ould l''> 
and hear ,~ of our l oplt· Thos 
, ·ho sow d in l ar • could no , r •ap 
in j y. new day had d .. n, n d, a 
wond rf ul day of real n<'w he­
rrinni ng. . The road which I d 011r 
p plc through the lon<1 an I terri­
hl wild rn had br u H them 

t long la~t, sin£,ing and tri11m­
phanl, int th Pr n1i ·ed land. 

TODAY the Ag of Con. Jida ti n 
i with u - the a ofhammer, 

saw and plow, the ge wt n an·hi­
lc t, engineer, s ienli ·l and civil 
er ant arc proceeding with kill 

and ea<1 rn to gi dy l th 
dr am come true. 

F rlunal lv for ou r p opl . v. 
ar now on w ern d nwr with task ­
th n with problem,, Our p ople. 
in I-..rn l and in the piaspora, 1 < m 
. t11 '<'. will not fail in the n " . g • 
of Cm lid .. ti n a11Y m rt than 
th y failed in the Jg of Deei,i m 
or : lrughJ . 

In this Ag of can olidalion, the 
. tat of I:racl will continue lo face 
for . ome lime to come, one riou • 
probkm th nur . oh-ed prob I ·m 
of ih unreconciled Arab nci 0 hbor •. 
Thi · proJ km }la b en ag~t•aya l <l 
by ti, p \\ er . ll'U 1le whi ·h ha 
b •en "<>inn on helween the .om-h ~ 

muni-..l and the non- . mmunisl 
bloc-.. in "hkh lru gl mall. n ''\ 
l,lle ar of ten u d a· pawn or 

,hutll 'l od, •. 
In thi d nrrerou gam . every 

form of polilical inlricrue, adv n­
turc an<l inlran igen e ha L en 
c.n our ed~. Some day th gre t 
po, · r , wlu h once wrecked the 

L ague or Nations, will corn to 
realize the v ry real and pr . nt 
dancrer, not alone to the effective­
ness, but to the very urvival of 
th l'niled alion , which lurks in 
th• h ightened ten ion of their 
increa ing rivalries. They may then 
l urn a way from their 1 lhal ga m , 
and look for way of cooperation. 
• me dav too, Arab talc. men will 

aris v. 11~ will realize the ull r f u­
lil i I. of continuing b ycoll • and 
hi ch1clc acrain t I racl or c n­
spiraci<.· lo n1ount military attack 
up n il, in the hope of de lroying 
ii. The~ will then p1·oc e<l to work 

ul t <r lh r with a v ry willincr 
~ 

L,ra •l. procrram of progr s. , rcha-
1 ililalion and d v lopmcnt whid1 
will benefit all the nations in th 
• T ar Ea. l. All thi 1nu. t ·om <lay 
come l pas . But until uch time, 
hrat•l will have to carry on it: work 
of corn,olidalion und r grc>al handi-
aps and difficulties. But cal'l'. on, 

it will. And the Jew · of the world 
"ill assist it. 

Of th Zioni • l Mo, cmcn t. Dr. 
Herzl once wrol : "But on thin<t I 
rcga rd a certain, and pla d h -
y nd th reach of 11 doubt. The 
m vement will cndur . I do not 
know when I hall die but Zioni ·n1 
will n v r die." 

IT v re well if "e were lo reaf­
firm hi words today: Zioni m 

rnw,l neYer die! Zionism whieh 
huill th lat of I Tacl, n1u:l now 
hullress it. Zioni ·n1 was alway. f· r 
mor than caffolding for th crec-
ti n of th tale of I -rael. It va. 
and is lhe e pre ion of the un­
lH okt·n , ·ill of our p ople to Jiv 
and lo live creativ ly and in fre -
dom. wlti<.'h time and again rebuilt 
lhc fallen tabernacl of David. 
Zio11i:-.m was the archit clural de­
sign, th m lerial out of whi ·h the 

lat of I -rad wa buill, and the 
will that built it. And Zionism wi ll 
r ·main it m·e and 1nain support 
in the <lay to cmnc. It would be 
f oJJy to hr ak the cask, and ' lill 
hope lhal th wine will b retain d. 
• • • 'or i • there any other cask 
availabl into whi ·h the wine u 
b p ured and con erv d. 

1l would b a grave mistake 
I Tn<.>l t rely exdusivelv n 

e nom i • und rgit·din~ • of 
Dia,p r , .. nd to e p cl thi: to on­
lilllt<' ind ·finil ly , ·ill, ul h vin 
lh loyally ~ nd inlercsl of our p o­
pl in th Dia. pora con Li II u usly 
nouri-..h d and repl •ni<,h d h 
mo, ·m nl which is . pccific 11) di-­
reeled l this end. "You . hall n t 
be r d emed with n10ney." Thi i 
a go d admonition to ke p bcf re 
u, al all Um . The very fa t that 
our enemic here and abroad are 
tryi n ·o hard to nrnke of Zioni ·ma 
hi ·sing and a byword hould prove 
to us how n1uch Zioni5n1 i needed. 
\ 'C're Zi ni m a pent and u - d-up 
m v m nt, they ·would ignore iL 
But th y kno v bcll<'r. \VJrnt con­
f ron I ti1em in Zioni m i the ulli­
nrnl force which they 1nnst over­
c me if they ar to win. 

Zionism n1u t continu invirr-
ora l the life of our people e, ry-

( ·onlinued on pag 17) 
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Zionism will never die, declared the great Zionist 
Lffder in inspiring talk to the delegates and guests 

at the 63rd Ziunist Convention in New York. 

• I am grateful and T am 1.sdves m a ruined Judea, beset 
humbled by your tribute. by many enemies: "Behold, 
Durin1 the heated day of our we are slaves today and we 
struule, I was frequently ub- find ourselves in &reat 
jected to unfavorable criticism, trouble." 
and I felt that while I deserved Nevertheless, they assembled 
some of it, I did not deserve and made a firm covenant 
all I was 1ettin1. Today I feel with their God to carry on 
that I do not deserve all the despite everythin&, to rebuild 
praise I am ,~tinr, althouih the broken walls, and to re­
l must say that as a weak and affirm the faith and disciplines 
peccant human beini, I _harbor I of their Jewish heritage. 
~he _more or less pantonable MIRACLE OF DECISIO 
illusion that I deserv some o it. This miracle of decision hap 

The most beautiful day in pened once again in the day 
our Jewish calendar is the Cl! the Maccabees. When cor 
Sabbath. It is called the Hem- ruption from within and fro 
dat Yamim-the most beloved without threatened to eat at 
and desirable of days. The'Odor the very vitals of the people's 
Herzl called Zionism the Sab- , being, the cry ftnally went up: 
bath of his life. Personally, as "H~ who is for the Lord, come 
I look back upon the yt?ars with me!" A 1reat revolt en­
since my first identification .)ued, a bitter struggle of the 
with the Zionist Movemtmt few against the many. Then 
more than a half century aio, camt victory and a glorious 
I feel in very truth, that tht! nt!W en was ushered in for our 
Zionist Movement ha!l also people, and through our peo­
been the Sabbath of my life pie for humanity. 
too, as it has undoubtedly been Towards the close of the 
for many of yuu who are here 19th century, a number of 
this evening. It ha 01ven us scattered and rudderless 
a Neshamah Yd~rah, an addi- groups of faithful Jews be&an 
tional &raclous and precious to make their voices heard, 
Presence which has accom- and to marshal their meager 

, paniea JU all 1lun1 our way re ources for a national renais-
.. , wo"'lb life. ·an e, for new covensn with 

, The noi.d l'rench philoa- destiny-the Bilu, the Hoveve 
opher, Emile Boutroux, whom Zion,-others. 
I had the privile1e of knowin&, The spiritual catalyst for all 
ftl once asked what in hia these croups was Theodor 
opinion wu involved in the Herzl. At Basle he finally ral­
,ooct life. He replied "A 100d lied the people for the heroic 
thou,ht conceived in early life how· i,f decision. Herzl was 
and developed in maturity.'' the most eloquent and conse-

~,to• OIELD"u~ quential spokesman of those 
.n~ T ~ "'"' who had come to understand 

I mi&ht add to thi.:J ob rva- the utter emptiness and futility 
tion a remark which in old ' o! combattint 1U1ti-Semitism. 
fisherman once made to Dr. He was al.so the most clear­
Theodor Herzl and which th~ sighted amun& those who re1tl­
latter never foreot: "The most ized that the solution of the 
remarkable of all thinp is Jt!'wish problem must be a na-

. when a man never eiv~ up.'.- t• naj. sulution, one that would 
For the &ift ot a good . lYe international .sanction 

thouiht which wa onceived approval. The .solution, he 
early in life, and fur the in- r tzed, could not be accom­
spiration of the immortal lead- 'plish~ through infiltrations 
er of our Movement who never mto other lands, or through 
aave up, I am not only very small-scale philanthropic col­
arateful, but I feel th.tt they onization efforts in Pale.stine. 
represent the complete reward Herzl favored only a kind of 
that any man can wish for. colonization which we could 

My dear friends, durinc the protect, if need be, with our 
past few ,enerations, our peo- own army. The day of httle 
ple experienced several di - essays and ventures, he main­
tinctive aie or epochs of tamed, the Yorn Ketanot, had 
transition. to end. 

First was the A&e of Drift. MASS MOVEMENT 
Durmi the closin& decade of the 19th century, our people As a :esult of successive di.­
could not make ~ 1t mmd heartening tfforts and rebuffs, 
whether to stay in the ghetto I he had comt! to the further 
indefinitely or t lose itself conclusion that the movement 
completely in the Western to est blish a political horn 
world. The sense of people- for the Jewish people and to 
hood had become sharply at- put an end to their national 
tenuated and our national homeles nes must be a mal)S 
moral had seriously slwnp~d. muvement. At_ first, Herzl did 
Many ot our people drifted not wl:lnt to stir up th~ mas:-.,es. 
away entirely, and m ny He hoped to appeal . to the 
others remained or wci·e rich, \he notables, hoping that 
brouiht back relu tantly to tht! tht!~ would ~nance hi · va"t 
fold by ant1-Sem1tism which pruJect uf nat1onail transm·gra­
increased m virulence i<ll ti~n. But when the .Sl:lrun de 
th closine years of the 19th Hi_rsch's. and the Roth::.child's 
century, It was .mti-Semitism, fail~ him, h~ turned to the 
confessed Herzl, which flr t peuple- to those who e lives 
made him and Nordau Jewi h. w~re dark with persecution, 
Many brilliant Jews paid for misery and pogroms in the 
their improved careers in the countrie of Eastern Europe, 
Western world by formal con-I and to those who .felt the slings 
version. Many others felt no and sl~s ~~ tht. poison pen 
responsibility whatsoever for o!_ anti-Semitism m the coun­
th :future of their people or trie ot w_e tern Europe- an 
an1 loyalty tow:ards it. It w ~ti-Semitism wtucb was be­
a case of "he took away under- 1~& luted ~igh . on the r mg 
standine from the ch1e of tides O natlonah m, capital~m 
tht people ot the land, and and raciali:.m. 
made them wander in pathle~ THE GRATE DECISION 
waste." • At Bas!c, the vanauard of 

Then came the Age of. Deci- the Jewish p~ple met at the 
sion-as so often happened be- summo~ and under the in-
for.,_in Jewish history, hk sp ridion of this mystic, .state . 
recurrent pattern, hen man and man of actwn Th 
dan1erous drift was _brought m 18~7, the Age of nec:i~~ 
to a sudden halt. The life sen:,c ::. usher~ in "At B· l " 
at the peop_e, the lit~ wish, j wrott! Herzl, "I. founded :, t~e 
tht deep desire to survive, ~- Jewi:.h Statc.'' N t ctually, ol 
serted itself: It happened long cour::.e: • ty year::, wen~ to 
aao durmi the Babylonian dapsc: befor~ the Jewish State : 
exile. A defeated and uproott'd would bt founded. But the 
people, ~eset by despa~r l:lnd dt-c1::.1on wa.:. made there, and 
f~ced with an unp_redi table a world-wide J~wi~h organ­
fature took bold o itself, an~ zat10n w:.H brought into exist­
oy tht ~1vers of Babylon, 1t 1:nce to carry it out. Her1: for 
vowed: I! I for&et_ thet:, 0

1 
the first time: w ~ a clear pur­

JerualeJJl, may my rieht hand pose, a firm resolvi and 
lose ·ts ~~ini," It happened people pled&ed t a ~ourse 0~ 
once aeam m the days o Ezra ction. Wh t w s s id ,t Sinai 
and . Nehe~ah, when the re-, may very well ha e been re­
tunun, exiles fowid them- stated at Basle. "This day you 

(ComiDuecl on P•9• 2) -
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I am grateful and am selves in a ruined Judea, beset 
humbled by your tribute. by many enemies: "Behold, 
During the heated day o:f our we are slaves today and we 
struggle, I was· frequently sub- find ourselves in gre6lt 
jected to unfavorable criticism, trouble." • 
and I felt that while I deserved Nevertheless, they assembled ;--~-~--------: 
sQme of it, I did not deserve and made a firm covenant 
all I was 1etting. Today I feel with their God to carry on 
that I do not deserve all the despite everythin&, to rebuild 
praise I am jetting, although the broken walls, and to re• 
I must say that as a weak and affirm the faith and disciplines 
peccant human bein&, I harbor of their Jewish heritage. 
the more or less pardonable Ml C 
illusion: that I deserve some of RA LE. OF DECISIO 
it. +hls miracle of decision hap-

The most beautiful day in pened once again in the days 
our Jewish calendar is the f1f the Maccabees. When cor­
Sabbath. It is called the Hem- ruption from within and from 
dat Yamim-the most beloyed without threatened to eat at 
and desirable of days. Theodor the very vitals of the people's 
Herzl called Zionism the Saib- being, the cry finally went up: 
bath of his life. Personally, as '~He who is r the Lord, come 
I look back upon the ye with me!" great evolt en-
sin<?e my first identificati ~itt r the 
with the Zionist Movemen • st t hen 
more than a half century ag • tor 
I feel in very truth, that t ...,. __ . ...::r__,,.. as us e 
Zionist Movement has a.~~~~:,:;:~~•~.';,~1d thfo>t~~klll,(J~ 
been the Sabbath of my 1 • ity. 
too, as it has undoubtedly been Towards he close of the 
for many of you who are here 19th century, a number of 
this eveniqg. It has 1iven us scattered and rudderless 
a Neshamah :Yet(Q"ah, an addi- groups of faithful Jews began 
fletial JJ"leious and precio to make their voices heard, 
~ • ch ~ ,ccom- atld t marshal their meager 

our way resou~ renais,. 
~oU&h life. 

noted French pliilos• destiny-the Bilu, (he Hoveve 
ppb.er, Ew,le Boutroux, whom Zion;-others. 
I had the: privllet of ltnowing, The spiritual catalyst for all 
ftS once asked: what in hi& these ,roups was Theodor 
opinion waa involved in the Herzl. At Basie he finally ral­
good life. He replied "A good lied the people for the heroic 
thought conceived in early life hour of decision. Herzl was 
and developed in maturity.'' the most eloquent and conse• 

NEVE• QIELDINrJ. . quential spokesman of those 
.n. '-- who had· come to understand 

I might add to this observa- the utter emptiness and futility 
tion a remark which an old of combatting anti-Semitism. 
fisherman once made to Dr. He was also the most clear-

. Theodor Herzl and which the sighted among those who rea!­
iatter never foreot: "The most ized that the solution of the 
remarkable of all things is Jewish problem must be a na­
when a man never gives up." tional solution, one that would 

For the gift of a good receive international sanction 
thought which was conceived and approval. The solution, he 
early in life, and for the in- realized, could not be accom­
spiration of the immortal lead- plished through infiltrations 
er of our Movement who never into other lands, or through 
gave up, I am not only very small-scale philanthropic col­
grateful, but I feel that they onization efforts in Palestine. 
represent th~ complete reward Herzl fayored only a kind of 
that any man can wish for. colonization which we could 

My dear friends, during the. protect, if need be, with our 
past. few generations, our peo- own army. The day of little 
ple experienced several dis- essays and ventures, he main­
tinctive a&es or epochs of tained, the Yorn Ketanot, had 
transition. to end. • 
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First was the Age of Drift. MASS MOVEMENT 
During the closing decades of As a result of successive dis-
the 19th century, our people heartening efforts and rebuffs, 
could not make ~ its mind he had come to the further 
whether to stay in the ghetto conclusion that the movement 
indefinitely or to lose itself to establish a political home 
completely in the WeStern for the Jewish people and to 
world. The sense of people- put an end to their national 
hood had become sharply at- homelessness must be a mass 
tenuated and our national movement. At first, Herzl did 
moral had seriously slumped. not want to stir up the masses. 
Many of our people drifted He hoped to appeal to the 
away entirel_y, and many rich, the notables, hoping that 
others remamecl or were ' they would finaoce his vast 
brought back_ reluc~~ntly to !he project of nationaJ. transmigra­
fold by an!i-Se~itrsm which tion. But when the Baron de 
increased m virulence all Hirsch's and the Rothschild's 
the closing years ~f the_ ; 9th failed him, he turned to the 
century. It was antr-S_emitrsm, people-to those whose lives 
confess~ Herzl, which ~rst were dark with persecution, 
made hun and Nordau J~w1Sh. misery and pogroms in the 
Many brilliant Jews pa~d for countries of Eastern Europe, 
their improved careers m the and to those who felt the slings 
Western world by formal con- and slurs and the poison pens 
version. Many others felt no of anti-Semitism in the coun­
responstbility wh~tsoever for tries of Western Europe- an 
the future of their J?eople or anti-Semitism which was be-
any loyal;Y towards it It w~: Ii ted high on the . ris_ing 
a case of 'he took ~'f~Y undet . f nationalism, capitalism 
standing from the eh efs of , , cialism. 
the people of tM land, a°id GRATE DECISION 
made them wander ili 'pat:b)e:is 
waste." At Basle, the vanguard of 

Then came the Age of Deci- the Jewish people met at the 
sion-as so of.ten happened be- summons and under the in­
fore-in Jewish history, like a spiration of this mystic, states­
recurrent pattern, when a man and man of action. _There, 
dangerous drift was brought in 1897, the Age of Decision 
to a sudden halt. The life sense was ushered in. "At Basie," 
of the people, the life wish, wrote Herzl, "I founded the 
the deep desire to survive, as- Jewish State." Not actually, of 
serted itself: It happened long course; fifty years were to 
ago during the Babylonian elapse before the Jewish State 
exiie. A defeated and uprooted would be founded. But the 
people, beset by despair and decision was made there, and 
faced with an unpredictable a world-wide Jewish organ­
f.ture took hold of itself, and ization was brought into exist­
oy the rivers of Babylon, it ence to carry it out. Here for 
vowed: "If I forget thee, 0 the first time was a clear pur­
Jerualem, may my right hand pose, a firm resolve, and a 
lose its cunning." It happened people pledged to a course of 
once again in the days of Ezra action. What was said at Sinai 
and Nehemiah, when the re- may very well have been re­
turnini exiles found them- stated at Basie: "This day you 

(Cgntinued on pag-e 3) 



Historic Address 
of 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Zionism will never die, declared the great Zionist 
Leader in inspiring talk to the delegates and guests 

at the 63rd Zionist Convention in New York . 
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( Continued from page 1) 

have become a people." Moses years of driving propagand 
knew, oif course, that many and organization. More tha 
years would have to elapse one generation of the best an 
and much har d welding and bravest among our people en 
fu ion would have to take gaged in this struggle, in th 
place before his motley hoard face of overwhelminr odds 
of emancipat d slaves, many- and many of them :fell upo 
tribed and rabble-infiltrated the high place of the battl 
would become a people in the Herzl himself wrote in hi 
true ense of the word. But at Diary on May 2, 1901: "Toda 
Sinai the group had been in- I am 41 years old; nearly s' 
fu ed with a new life and a years have passed since I b 
new mi sion which had made gan this movement, which h 
them a single commun ity of made me old, tired and poor. 
hared in terests and of single Two years later he was dea 

purpo e. They were now bound At times, Herzl became ver 
together. They had be n giyen ~ l oned. Where were th 
a collective soul and that soul , .... ...-nr-:-... . horn he was .stru11I 
had been ignited. ing liberate? Why did the 

At Ba le, the Jews wbo not rally in great multitude 
ould not make up their minds to the urgent cause and h' 

• n the Age of Drift had become earne t appeal? Why were th 
people again. Their phy ical unloading upon his own ti 

·esources for their enormous heart all the bitterne s a 
istoric en terprise were limit- re entment of their unhap 
d indeed. But the indom itable lives? "Let it be inscrib 
ill of the people had aga in upon my epitaph," he on 

erted it elf and it was final- wrote, "he had too high 
y on the march again. Herzl opinion of the Jews." 0th 
he mystic did not under- pr phets of our people in th 
stimate the power of physical past, in the impatience of the· 
e.sources. "Great thing ," he love. cried out in a simila 
rote in his Diary. "do not vein. But the e prophets an 
eed to have a firm founda- seers came to understand 
·on An app)e must be put on after their dark hours and dis 
e table so tl•t it should not illusionments were pa e 

all. The earth swings in that their people was God' 
ace ... the secret lies in move- people, worthy of saving an 
ent." deserving of sacrifice. Compac 
The Age of Decision was of firmness and compassio 
on followed by the Age of their hearts were full of con 

truggle - the hard years of cern for this very people whic 
ghting enemieB within and so often failed them. "Foreiv 
ithout, years of diplomatic the people's sina, 0 God,° cri 
ilsions and excursions. of Moses, "e>r blot mt out ol Th 
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