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Spencer Dunshee Irwin 
1901-1960 



Spencer D. Irwin 
FELLOW OF THE RO\ F T CL B 

tribut b Ral bi 1 bb I ill l il r 
spoken at th fun ral f I n r In in 

on Janu r 15 1960 

L L D 



J II A E me h r t . ·1 r . ~ , •i th , u tr mm n 
n f I and t pa a m m ial trihut t 01 

wh e Iif◄ and lab r m ant . o mu h to all f u . . 
he udd n pa in f p n r Ir" in h addcn d 
ur ntir mmuni nd h Ir m ht < rro, · t 

men and w m n from all walk flit ·. 
v n th , h , • r n I r nail ' a 1uain t d 

with him and wh kn whim onl ' thrmwh hi writinc 
and hi p k n \ ord n , r t ii I to C I Lh impa t 
< f hi warm per n lit and hi , de p hunnnit r◄ r 

dne i r adil mmuni ative. 
rwin did n t 

p r u t I n • r ~ It o 1r 
,er u . H helm t< th uni\' r . l 

br th rho d of 1 f od • ·he • faith i t , 
cl ju and • lk mmbl • with • I. 

I u • • all hi lit . p idl r◄ r tin. 
who n dcd 1 h d ni d and th dispo: • I 

f the rth l ·h foun I th m h- Ji ' lvan-
t< d J ir um. t t of their ·1 m kin , 
, • r v1 timiz cl h h r lit, . tatu. all op] r 
min riti and all , ·ho rop l t >r Ii rht an l fr 
found in p n r In in a li ·t Hn car n m 
·t ndi t ma1 r ad ·h r th ir h ud n 
nd I ~ ...... ~~,... f a t I< h ttl fc r th m. 

I I b t tho • hun r au l thir 't ~1ft r 
ri ht u n . . 



Th tim in whi h I i a tiv car r un£ ld d 
it lf w r v r , nfu. I and ft n full f m n 
It ,,·a an a i k with all th maladie. f th 
I irit. I i n omp ar of rrl bal 

, arfar and th unlca h d fur nt ndi1 -
i . ati n m u1 r ar. 

r ial madn t lk d th arth. Th 
alue f i, ilizati n a1 p ar cl t ha e b n r-

wh lm d and w II , • d up in the , It r and cha 
f cl p rat and Ii int r tin a . It med at 

tim if all tl dr d tribulation f th al 'P 
had fin II d n I d up n ur w rid. 

ut tho f lam r i I n and 
han Ir ,·ii a und and 

b· Ian cl j firm ·i m ral prin i-
w a out Ii wi dom nev r 

limm d. II r n r cl t rr d n r 
d • t l tl f £ ith 
and I >v t r 1 m nkind h r d th m. f 
1 i tim un ith un loud d 
th int nnti >n l enc and vith k 
h in 1 th • h ti • 

l truth with ti n. l r ua I-
d a. , an , rli r ft m 1i in the 

art of writinrr au<l printi 1 B nj min ranklin th t 
, ,h 1 truth n l rror hav fair pl th t rm r i 

alwa an , rm t h t r th I tt r. H t und th 
I rindlino \ . rd an I th and p l tr, tin 



phra e to e. pl r truth a h \ 1t. Iii p >liti l 
holar hip and hi ift f • • it to b , r n th 

ontcmporar h 11 < nt mpor, ri . 
tru in i ht into r whi ·h ufr mt cl 
th m and r ne, d c ura to arr n. 

p nc r In in' w a lit -lon<T battl a ,a n t 
ever form of int lerance, ,,vh th r b cd m 1 ,nor-
an If-int {)f I ri • . IIi • I t 

lumn , ,hich app .. ar d n th dit 
Plain D al r la t unda ,, a a warnin r 1. t th 
fri htful , ·hi h i. , 1r u ht b , I nd 
pr judice and an loqu nt pl a t all nati fj, ht 
a ain t th ir ·en an r, ·h r on arth. 

ver ju t cau • ap1 • nd J >th h I-
I n d and arou cl him. , hi h h 
nobl ch mpi ned \ 'a t 
th tate f I rael.. e, men J w >r non- r eel 
that u 01 • ti r wi 
\ are an an i nt f I n ·lnll 

n ver for t thi I • • nd , th u h n ithcr 
kin n r f ur faith en rou. l )f hi • h art 
and mind to the ur national h >m . Iu 
th , ,ild rn n the Ion hard r d t > th I r >m
i · d Land h m t u on th wa and ,·1, >th 
< ui Ian e and upp rt an I hi. b H \ol nt l int 

n urao· d u and .Ph rt d u imm , . urabl '· I. r cl 
, ill ah ·a rem mb r thi frien l who wa I ). r 
than a hr th r. 



Spencer Irwin pur u d ju tice but he a o lo ed 
m rcy. He p k th trutl in l v . H alwa im
pre ed m a a man who had he n throu h ome 
pro~ und and ear hing p r nal e .. .. peri I e one 
who lik Ja ob f old had wre tl d al n in th 
dark f th ni ht with ome p werful pre enc and 
wre t d fr m hi dr ad trial f tr n th ome m
crea cl p w r ome tr n forming re\ lation Yhich 
th reaft r xpr d it elf in a wider mpa thy for 
all that Ii,· and uffi r and triv and fall , onl 
t n a a·n. Ile am to ki ow the thin line whi h 
eparat th aint from the inn r and ti at nith ut 

I ve and for wen there i no hope e, r or r ne\\al 
r◄ r th hildr n f m n. Hi h rt , a full f c m-
l i n t r all men, o tlrn e\~en in hi cru ade 

th re , ,a a ain t inj u tice and vil and -doer 
n ,·er an_ , hatr d in hi heart. His pen " n v r 
dip1 cl in bitt rn or crall. 

II tr u cl JU ti h loved m and he 
walk d I umb] with hi L p n r In ·in w a 
humhl a1 r r v re 1 t in th fac f th 
aw m m t r fli ·alkcd iui ti am n hi 
t llm me in ti f hi heart and m d . tl , 

rk cl , ,ith th m and k un l with th m in 
\ ·hat wa b t t build th I -th l 

of th '" in . 
n r I , rin wil b gr a ti • d but hi 

mem r \·ill abicl am nrr u lik . w t b n di ti n. 



ur sage aid that the v r m m r • >f ri< ht u 
man i a ble in . 1 d w hall b hlc .. l wh 11-

'er we recall thi ju t comp i< mtt .. and huml l 
man , ho Ii ed and \\ ork d o f; ithfull m m r 1. • 

May God comfort hi d ar n and all th 
member • of hi b lo ed famil who • I r 011 I I -
rea ement is greater than our . fay th too find 
in the oncoming year r at n olati m- l knm 
that they will find nouri hin I rid • n th ho t f 
beautiful memorie which th ir d ar d l art <l ha 
bequeathed unto them. 




