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THE RABBIS, JUST LIKE THE CHURCH FATHERS, AND PERHAPS 

EVEN MORE SO, HAD TO TAKE UP THE CUDGELS FOR THEIR GOD ANDPI 

IT S WELL ESTABLISHED TBA T THE LIST OF GOD'S SINS IN THE 

CLEMENTINE HO !LIES (ii. 48 f. ) FAITHFULLY REPRODUCES THE 

ATTITUDE OF MARCION AND HIS FOLLOWERS TO THE HEBREW BIBLE. 

HERE IT IS IN BRIEF. 'GOD LIES, MAKES EXPERIMENTS AS IN IGNORANCE, 

DELIBERATES AND CHANGES HIS PURPOSE, ENVIES, HARDENS HEAR TS, 

MAKES BLIND AND DEAF, COMMITS PILFERING, MOCKS, IS WEAK, UN-

IS FALSE, DWELLS IN A TABERNACLE, S OND OF FAT, SACRIFICES, 

DWELLS IN SHADOW, DARK ESS, STOR S N D SMOKE, COMES WITH 

TRUMPETS, SHOUTINGS, DARTS AND ARROWS, LOVES WAR, IS WITHOUT 

AFFECTION, IS NOT FAITHFUL TO HIS PROMISES, LOVES THE WICKED 

AND ADULTERERS AND MURDERERS, CHANGES HIS MIND, CHOOSES EVIL 

MEN. I 

. STUDIE IN tTEWI HA THOLOGY 

''The ackgro 
P ge 12. 

MARMOR TEI 
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R. Jo\lanan said: The destruction o:f Jerusalem came through a Kamza 

and a Bar Kamza. A certain man had a :friend Kamza. He once made a party and 

said to his servant, Go and bring Kamza. The servant went and brought Bar 

Kamza. When the man who gave the party found Bar Kamza in his home, he said, 

What are you doing here? You tell tales about me. Get out! Said Bar Kamza, 

Since I am here, let me stay, and I will pay you for whatever I eat and drink. 

The Host said, I won•t. Then let me give you half the cost of the party. He 

still said no, and he took him by the hand and put him out. Said Bar Kamza, 

Since the rabbis were sitting there and did not stop him, this shows that they 

agreed with him. I will go and inform against them to the government. He 

went and said to the emperor,"The Jews e rebelling against you. 11 The war 

and the destruction of Jerus 



OUR RABBIS TAUGHT: WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED FOR 

THE SECOND TIME, LARGE NUMBERS IN ISRAEL BECAME ASCETICS, 

BINDING THEMSELVES NEITHER TO EAT MEAT NOR TO DRINK WINE. 

R. JOSHUA GOT INTO CONVERSATION WITH THEM AND SAID TO THEM: 

MY SONS, WHY DO YOU NOT EAT MEAT NOR DRINK WINE? THEY REPLIED: 

SHALL WE EAT FLESH WHICH USED TO BE BROUGHT AS AN OFFERING 

ON THE ALTAR, NOW THAT THIS "ALTAR IS~:? SHALL WE 

DRINK WINE WHICH tlJSED TO BE POURED AS A LIBATION ON THE AL TAR, 

BUT NOW NO LONGER? HE SAID TO THEM: IF THAT IS SO, WE SHOULD 

NOT EAT BREAD EITHER, BECAUSE THE MEAL OFFERINGS HAVE CEASED. 

THEY SAID:~HAT IS SO, ANO,WE CAN MANAGE WITH FRUIT. WE SHOULD 

AN OFFERING OF FIRST FRUITS. TH~ CAN MANAGE WITH OTHER 
~ 

FRUITS (THEY SAID)- BUT, (HE SAD,) WE SHOULD NOT DRINK WATER, [JAt/t;,,,.. 

BECAUSE THERE IS NO LONGER ANY CEREMONY OF THE POURING OF 

WATER. TO THIS THEY COULD FIND NO ANSWER, SO HE SAID TO THEM: -
MY SONS, COME AND LISTEN TO ME. NOT TO MOURN AT ALL IS 

IMPOSSIBLE, BECAUSE THE BLOW HAS FALLEN. TO MOURN OVERMUCH 

IS ALSO IMPOSSIBLE, BECAUSE WE DO NOT IMPOSE ON THE COMMUNITY 

A HARDSHIP WHICH THE MAJORITY CANNOT ENDURE, AS IT IS WRITT:En 

YE ARE CURSED WITH A CURSE, YET YE ROB ME (OF THE : TITHE), 

EVEN THIS WHOLE NATION. 

FROM: THE TALMUD 
~~ If(f,q 11 +--

Jillilxxx BABA BA THRA 1 
Psge 60b 
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M Pl1'!'E0LI, A l-1 lNO~ED ANO TWEm'Y 'ITLF.S A AY. nn:v 

ALL FELL A-WEEP!. , ~Ui R. AKIBA S~F.MED M~RY. SAID THEY TO HIM: PH~EFORE 

A~E vnn MER~Y? SA D HE TO THEM: \..'l-f~EFO~E A~E yn WEEPING? <;AID THEY: 

THESE HEATHENS WHO RCJ..7 00,.JN TO IMAGF.S ANO BURN I CKNSE TO IDOLS LIVE IN 

SAFETY AND EASE, EAS O :rR TEMPLE, THE 'FOOTSTOOL' OF OUR GOD (24b) 

IS RlTRNT DOt-lN RY FIRE, 

AM I MERRY. IF THEY THA 

SHOllLD WE THEN NOT WEEP? HE REPLIED: THEREFOO E, 

END RIM FARE THUS, HOO MUCH BET'f'ER SHALL FARE 

ERE C MI~ UP TO JER SALEM TOGETHER, 

A D Tl.ViT AS ntEY CAME TO MOPNT SCOPUS Tl-lEY SAW A FOX E~~GING FROM THE H LY 

OF HOLIES. ntE'V FELL A-WEEPit«; AND • AJ<IBA SEEMED MERRY. WHEPEFORE, C,ATD -
THEV O HI~,, A~E YOH MAARV., SAID HE: 

T0 HIM: A PLACE OF Wl.JICH IT / S ~ C0'1MON MAN "'H T ORAt· ETH 

NIGH SP.A LL RF. OF F0XES, ANO SHnnto 

Am> I ~I'L TA¥E TO \.ffl FAI'fflFTL WITNE<;SE<; T0 ~EC~O, l~IAH TH~ P~IF.<;T ANT> 

t 
f 7F,CHAQ Ii\H TH . ~()N OJ:" .. T"'.~~ECPTAH AT CO 1 'ECTif"\ H c; TltT«; ~IAH THE 

P~Ir.~T '"TTH 7RCHA~IAH" T~IAH L!'TJ~D ornn~ ntl<' TIMF.S OF fflE FI~<;T TEMPLE, 

' 
WHILE (1'4E OTHE~,) ZECJ-lA~IAH LIVED (ANO PlH)PHESIED) DllR T 1G THE <;ECOND 

TEMPLE: BUT HOLY-WRIT LINl<~D THE (LATER)P OP'HECY CT ZECHARIAH WITH THE 

(EARLIER) ROPHECY OF ~ Wl. IN 11m (EAR LI R) P OPHECY ( IN THE DA S) OF 

URIAH IT IS WRITTEN, THEREFORE SHALL ZION FOR Y UR SAKE ~E PLOUGHED AS A . " 
FIELD, ETC. IN ZECHARIAH IT IS WRITTEN, THUS SAITH 'T'HE LORD OF HOSTS, . ~ 

THE~E Sf ALL YET OLD MEN AND OLD WOMEN SIT IN TI-IE RROAD PLACES OF JERUSALEMp 



SO LONG AS URIAH'S (THREATENING) PROPHECY HAD NOT HAD ITS FUIFillv1ENT, 

I HAD MISm:VINGS LF.ST ZECHARIAH'S PROPHECY MIGHT NOT BE FULFI LIED: NOW 

THAT URIAH'S ffiOPHECY HAS BEEN (UTERALLY) FULFILLED, IT IS QUITE CERTAIN 

THAT ZECHARIAH'S PROPHECY AISO IS TO FIND ITS llTERAL FULFI IBNT . SAID 

THEY TO HIM: AKIBA, YOU HAVE COMFORTED US1 

THE TAIMUD 
NEZIKIN VIII 
SHEBU 1arH 
MAKKOTH 
1EDUYYOTH 
ABOTH 

MAKKOTH Pages 174- 175 

WRHS 
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ntE FOLLCMING STORY SUPPO~TS WHAT R. JlJDAN SAID IN THE NAME OF R. A!8tJ: 

IT HAPPENED THAT A MAN WAS PLOUGHING, WHEN ONE <"lF HIS OXEN LOWED. AN ARAB PASSED 

BY AND A<;KED• 'WHAT ARE YOU?' HF. ANSt· E'RED, 'I AM A JF..W.' HE SAID TO HIM, 

'UNHARNF.<;S V')l~ ox ANT> tJNTIE vorr~ PLOUGH t (Ac; A MARK ()F MOURN!~). 'WHY? HE 

A<;KEO. •~ECAH<;E THE TEMPLE 0F THE JF..W<; IS OF.STR'1VED.' HE IN0HI~ED, 'FROM 

Wl-lE'lE DO vnu l('.J('l.J THIS"' • HE ANSWERED, 'I J('l\l~· IT F"RnM THE LCMING 0F V()lTR ox.' 

m-tILE HE l -7AS cm~Vl!f?ST~ l,1I'Ml HIM, THE ox L<J-1ED AGAIN. THE A~R SAID TO HIM, 

'HA~NEC,S V()llR ox AND TIE UP vrnm PLOll~H, RECAll~E nm DELIVERER OF THE JEWS IS 

BORN.' WHAT IS HIS NAME?' HE ASKED: AND HE ANSW~ED, 'HIS NAME IS "COMF0'RTER".' 

'WHAT IS HIS FA1'RF.R 'S NAME'?' HE ANSWERED, 'HEZEKIAH.' 'WHERE DO THEY LIVE?' 

HE ANSWERED, 'IN RIRATH 'ARRA IN RETHLEHEM OF JUDAH.' 

THE MAN SOLD HIS OXE~ AND LOUGH A GARMENTS FOR CHILDREN. 

HE REA1HED THAT PLACE. 

MOTH~ OF ffl T CHILD MADE NO PUllCHASg O HIM. 

CHILDREN'S FELT GARMENTS?• SHE ANSWERED, 'RECAUSE A HARO FATE IS IN STORE FOR 

MY CHILD.' 'Wl-lY?' HE ASKED: AND SHE ANSWE~ED, 'RECATT~E CLOSE ON HIS COMING 

1'HE TEMPLE WAS !>ESTROYEO.' HE SAID TO H~, 'WE 'tRUST IN THE LORD OF fflE UNIV~SE 

THAT AS CI.OSE ON HIS COMTNt'; IT l ,,TAS OES'l'ROVED SO CL(}gE O HIS COMP!; IT WIT J, RE 

REBHILT.' HE CONTINUED, 'TAKP. SOME OF THF:c;E FELT GARMENTS FOR V<'lllR C'ftILO AND 

A~~WE~Efl, 'DtD I ~OT TEJ.,T, Y'1TT l-t T HA~O FATE I<; IN <;Tone.- PO~ HIM' "'fISF0RTHNE 

HAS OelnGED HIM. FROM THE TI~E (YOU LEFT) TH~E UAVE ~l.'EN sTRn~ WINDS AND A 



WHI~IUIND CAME AND CAR.RIED HIM OFF•• HE ~AID T() HER• 'DID I NOT TELL Y"U 

AT HIS CO'-ITNG IT WIT_L BE REBtTILT? R. ARHN SAID: WHY SHOHLD I LEARN THIS 

FROM A ARAB WREN fflE!tE IS AN "1CPLICIT TEXT WH,;:,!.EIN IT IS STATED, AND LEBANON tJ. ! . ...... ~ 
SHALL FALL BY A MIGHTY ONE (ISA.X,34), WHICH IS FOLW~ED BY, AND THERE SHALL 

COME FORTH A SHOOT OUT OF THE STOCK OF JESSE, AND A 1'.JIG SHALL GROO FORTH 

OUT OF HIS ROOTS (lb.XI, I)? 

THE MIDRASH VII 

DEUTERONOMY-LAMENTATIONS 
Pages 136-137 

WRI-IS 



IN Tl-'E f)AVS ()F R. JO<;HHA h. HANANIAH THE ('R.OMAN) <;TATE ~nER~O THE 

TE"1PLE T() RE R"F.RlTILT. PAPPUC, AND LHLIAl\1tT<; <;ET TA~LES ~()M Arco Ac; FAR 

A<; ANTIOCH AND PROVIDED THn<;E WHO CA!I.IB ttP F'R.f1M 'T'HE EXILE (i.e. Rab" lon) 

WITH ALL 'mEI'R. NEEDS. THEREtJPON SAMA~I'T'ANS WENT A. J) WA~NED (n-tE EMPBROR) : 

'BE IT K (MN NOW UNTO 'rnE KING, 'l1IA1' IF THIS RE'AELtrnns CITY RE Bl ILDED 

AND THE WALLS FINISHED, TJ-l'7V WILL NOT PAY TRIBUTE (mlndah~, IMPOST (t:ele) 

S ANnROT • 'YET WHAT CAN I DO,• SAID HE, 'SEEING THAT I HAVE 

ALREADY GIVEN THE ORDER?' 'SEND A COMMAND TO THEM n!AT nIEY MUST CHANGE 

ITS SITE OR ADO FI 'E CUBITS 'nlERETO OR LESSEN IT 'AY FIVE CUBITS, AND THEN 

THF.V WILL WifflDRAW FROM IT OF fflEIR GlN ACCORD.' NOi TilE COMMUNITY 

(OF ISRAEL) WAS ASSEMBLED IN THE Pl.AI OF BETH RIMMON: Wl-tEN THE (ROYAL) 

DISPATCH~S A~R IVED, THm' R :n:tST OllT WEEP . ' ED TO REVOLT AGAINST 

AND PACIFY 'Mt~ CO~R&;ATIO • 

SO HF. 

ClDED: LET A WISE MAN GO 

LET 'R,. J QS ~UA B. l-lANANIA GO, AS HE IS 

1( (/'1AC,,,. 

Em' AN'l HA~ANGUED TJ-lF.M: A 1 IT ... D LION KILLED ,.. 
(AN ANIMAT..), A~ A B"' E C,Tt CK IN HIS Tl~O T. THEOFtT '1N HE ~OCLAIMED: 

'R.EPtIED, 'Y()t WILL PE A~LE Tn ~OA<;T TH T vnu ENT~F.D THE LION•~ MOT TH IN 

5~~ »e....1>.;;e:::::, 

PEACE A CAME Otrr IN PEACE' (UNSCATHED) • EVEN SO, LET US ~E SA.,..I~FIED 

- I 
THAT WE ENT~ED INTO DEALIN";S WITH TI-lIS PEOPLE IN PEACE ANT) H. 'E E ERnED 

IN PEACE. 

THE MIDRASH II 
GENESIS II (TOLEOOnt) (LXIV. 10) 

Pages 579 - 580 



Oar Rabbis taught I Chee the wicked Government issued a decree 

forbidding the Jews to stu~ and practise the Torah. Pappus b. Judah came 

and found R. Akiba pulbicly bringing gatherings together and occupying 

himself' with the Torah. He said to hi.mi Ak:iba, are you not afraid or the 

Government? He replied I I will explain to you with a parable. A fox was 

once walking alongside of a river, and he saw f'ishes going in swanns from 

one place to another. He said to them: From what are you neeing? They 

replied: Fran the nets cast ror us by men. He said to them: Would you 

like to come up on to the dry land so that you and I can live together in 

the way that Jr\V' ancestors lived with your ancestors? They replied: Art 

thou the one that they call the cleverest of animals? Thou art not clever 

but foolish. If we are afraid in he el 

our condition when we sit and stuczy1 t e 

that is t life and the le 

mch worse off we shall bel 

which we live, hOliT much 

with us. If such is 

,-: ich it is written, For 
,() -

-~ 
·~ ego and neglect it how 

- Berakoth 61b 



'THE CHIEF BUTLER FORGOT THEE, BUT I WILL NOT FORGET 

THEE.' WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED THAT A CHILD SHOULD BE BORN 

TO ABRAHAM AND SARAH IN THEIR OLD AGE? WHO WOULD HA VE EXPECTED 

THAT JACOB, WHO CROSSED THE JORDAN WITH BUT HIS STAFF, SHOULD 

INCREASE AND BECOME WEALTHY? WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED THAT 

JOSEPH SHOULD BECOME A KING AFTER UNDERGOING ALL THESE 

MISFORTUNES? WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED THAT MOSES, AFTER 

BEING THROWN INTO THE NILE, SHOULD BECOME WHAT HE DID BECOME? 

WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED RUTH, A PROSELYTE, TO ATTAIN TO THE 

SOVEREIGNTY OVER ISRAEL? WHO WOULD HA VE EXPECTED DAVID TO 

BECOME KING UNTIL THE END OF LL GENERATIONS? WHO WOULD HAVE 

EXPECTED JEHOIAKIN TO BE LIBERA D' R 

HAVE EXPECTED HANANIAH, MISH.AE L, 

PRISON? WHO WOULD 

A ZARIAH TO COME OUT 

UNSCATHED FROM THE FIRE? WHO WOULD HA VE EXPECTED THAT THE 

HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, WOULD DELIVER ISRAEL IN THE DAYS OF 

HAMAN? WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED THOSE IN EXILE TO ACHIEVE 

FAME AND RENOWN? WHO WOULD HAVE EXPECTED THE HOLY ONE, 

BLESSED BE HE, TO RAISE UP THE FALLEN TABERNACLE OF DAVID, AS 

IT SAYS, IN THAT DAY I WILL RAISE UP THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID 

THAT IS FALLEN (AMOS lX, 11)? AND WHO WOULD EXPECT THE WHOLE ..._. 

WORLD TO BECOME ONE UNITED BAND, AS IT SAYS, FOR THEN WILL 

I TURN TO THE PEOPLES A PURE LANGUAGE, THAT THEY MAY ALL CALL 

UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD, TO SERVE HIM WITH ONE CONSENT 

( ZEPH. 111, 9). 

THE MIDRASH 11 
GENESIS 

11 
Midrash Rabbah LXXXVl 11. 6-7 
Pa e 818 



NOTE: 

ONE PIECE, WAS MADE IN A SERIES OF SEPARATE PORTIONS WITH A 

LAYER OF SAND BETWEEN EACH. R. ELIEZER MAINTAINf THAT SINCE 

EACH PORTION IN ITSELF IS NOT A UTENSIL, THE SAND BETWEEN 

PREVENTS THE WHOLE STaUCTURE FROM BEING REGARDED AS A 

SINGLE UTENSIL, AND THEREFORE, IT IS NOT LIABLE TO UNCLEANNESS. 

THE SAGES HOWEVER HOLD THAT THE OUTER COATING OF MORTAR OR 

CEMENT UNIFIES THE WHOLE, AND IT IS THEREFORE LIABLE TO 

UNCLEANNESS. 

-BABA EZO'A ... -
Page S~a WRHS 



- " • 

WE LEARNT ELSEWHERE: IF HE CUT IT INTO SEPARATE TILES, 

PLACING SAND BETWEEN EACH TILE: R. ELIEZER DECLARED IT CLEAN, 

AND THE SAGES DECLARED IT UNCLEAN; (59b) ,~ THIS WAS THE OVEN 

OF 'AKNAI. WHY (the oven of} 'AKNAI? -- SAID RAB JUDAH IN SAMUEL'S 

NAME: (IT MEANS) THAT THEY ENCOMPASSED IT 1WITH ARGUMENTS AS A 

SNAKE, AND PROVED IT UNCLEAN. IT HAS BEEN :TA UGHT: ON THAT DAY 

R. ELIEZER BROUGHT FORWARD EVERY IMAGINABLE ARGUMENT, BUT 

THEY DID NOT ACCEPT THEM. SAID HE TO THEM: 'IF THE halachah 

AGREES WITH ME, LET THIS CAROB-TREE PROVE IT! ' ~HEREUPON THE 

CAROB-TREE WAS TORN A HUNDRED CUBITS OUT OF ITS PLACE --OTHERS 

AFFIRM, FOUR HUNDRED CUBITS. 'NO PROOF CA N BE BROUGHT FROM 

A CAROB-TREE,' THEY RETORTE 
- I 

halachahAGREES WITH- ME, ET THE 

-
SAID TO THEM: 1 IF THE 

F WATER PROVE IT!' 

CAN BE BROUGHT FROM A STREAM OF WATER,' THEY JREJOINEU. AGAIN 

HE URGED: 'IF THE halachah AGREES WITH ME, LET THE WALLS OF THE 

SCHOOLHOUSE PROVE IT. ' lWHEREUPON THE WALLS INCLINED TO FALL., 

N a ~ • 
Bl:J'f> R. :f0S.....,._t"""' HE,._SA -o.---- RS ::ARE EN0:AGEf) 

IN .AJIALACHIC D.ISPIJ-..TE, WHAT .HA V E T-0 .IN.TE-R RE. Hl!;NC'E 

, 4'--HEY DID NOT FALL, IN HONOUR OF R. JOSHlJ.A, N·0R DID THEY :R.ESUMB 

F R . ..ELIEZER; AND THEY .ARE TI L ANf)!NG 

HYS fNGbIN . AGAIN HE SAID TO THEM: 'IF THE halachah AGREES WITH 

ME, LET IT BE PROVED FROM HEAVEN!' WHEREUPON A HEAVENLY VOICE -



.. ' .... 

CRIED OUT: 'WHY DO YE DISPUTE WITH R. ELIEZER, SEEING THAT 

IN ALL MATTERS THE halachah AGREES WITH HIM!' BUT R. JOSHUA 

AROSE AND EXCLAIMED: 'IT IS NOT IN HEAVEN.' WHAT DID HE MEAN 

BY THIS? -- SAID R. JEREMIAH: THAT THE TORAH HAD ALREADY 

BEEN GIVEN AT MOUNT SINAI; WE PAY NO ATTENTION TO A HEAVENLY 

VOICE, BECAUSE THOU HAST LONG SINCE WRITTEN IN THE TORAH AT 

MOUNT SINAI, AFTER THE MAJORITY MUST ONE INCLINE, 

FROM: THE TALMUD 
NEZIKIN !l!l 

BABA MEZI'A 
Pages 59a-59b WRHS 



ANOTHER TIME THE EMPEROR SAID TO R. JOSHUA b. HANANIAH, 
l 

'I WISH TO SEE YOUR GOD'. HE REPLIED, 'YOU CANNOT SEE HIM 1
• -

1INDEED 1
, SAID THE EMPEROR f',Qa~ 'I WILL SEE HIM'. HE WENT AND -

PLACED THE EMPOEROR FACING THE SUN DURING THE SUMMER SOLSTICE 

AND SAID TO HIM, 'LOOK UP AT IT'. HE REPLIED, 'I CANNOT'. SAID 

R. JOSHUA, 'IF AT THE SUN WHICH IS BUT ONE OF THE MINISTERS THAT 

ATTEND THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, YOU CANNOT LOOK, HOW THEN 

CAN YOU PRESUME TO LOOK UPON THE DIVINE PRESENCE' ! 

ON ANOTHER OCCA ON THE EMPEROR SAID TO R JOSHUA b. 

HANANIAH, 'I WISH TO PR PARE A BANQUET FOR YOUR GOD'. HE • 

REPLIED, 'YOU COULD NO UNDERTAKE l '. 'WHY'? 'BECAUSE HIS 

ATTENDANTS ARE TOO NU I WILL DO IT'. 'THEN GO 

AND PREPARE IT ON THE S ACIOUS B A OF REBITHA '. HE {THE EMPEROR) 

SPENT THE SIX MONTHS OF UMMER IN MAKING PREPARATIONS WHEN 

A TEMPEST AROSE AND SWE T EVERYTHING INTO THE SEA. HE THEN 

SPENT THE SIX MONTHS OF W NTER IN MAKING PREPARATIONS WHEN 

THE RAIN FELL AND WASHED VERYTHING INTO THE SEA. 'WHAT IS 

{THE MEANING OF) THIS'? ASK D THE EMPEROR. 'THEY ARE BUT THE 

SWEEPERS AND SPRINKLERS T T MARCH BEFORE HIM' ! 'IN THAT CASE', 

SAID THE EMPEROR, 'I CANNOT O IT'. 

FROM: THE TALMUD 
KODASHIM 

BULLIN 1 
Pages 50b-60a 



FOR I HAVE HARDENED HIS HEART (X, 1). t-1'\!~O':PII:SR EXPLfJNATI@h 

R. JOHANAN SAID: DOES THIS NOT PROVIDE HERETICS WITH GROUND FOR 

ARGUING THAT HE HAD NO MEANS OF REPENTING SINCE IT SAYS: FOR _,,_ ___ _ 
I HAVE HARDENED HIS HEART? TO WHICH R. SIMEON b. LAKISH REPLIED: 

• ,, 
LET THE MOU S OF THE HERETICS BE STOPPED UP. IF IT CONCERNETH 

/ f 

THE :SCORNERS, HE SCORNETH THEM {PROV. 11 , 34): WHEN GOD WARNS 

A MAN ONCE, TWICE, AND EVEN A THIRD TIME, AND HE STILL DOES NOT 

REPENT, THEN DOES GOD CLOSE HIS HEART AGAINST REPENTANCE SO 

THAT HE SHOULD EXACT VENGEANCE FROM HIM FOR HIS SINS. THUS IT 

WAS WITH THE WICKED PHARAOH. SINCE GOD SENT FIVE TIMES TO HIM 

AND HE TOOK NO NOTICE, GOD TH N SAID: 'THOU HAST STIFFENED THY 

NECK AND HARDENED THY HEART 

UNCLEANNESS'; HENCE, FOR i HAiVE 

fr'I ~ 
FROM: ~MI RASHlll 

EX DUS 
Midrash R bbah - Xl 11. 2-4) 
Page 152 



Our Rabbis taught: Four men entered the 'Garden•, namely, 

Ben • Azzai and Ben Zoma, ~er, and R. Akiba. '<R. --Md:ba :,a:i:a +,~ 

Watex:., uft'be!'-1 ~r it 1B said t He that. ~)'ee.keth {al.sel\oed. saal J 

ns be f!§;tablished befor, mir,e e]f@S,, Ben 1Azzai cast a look and 

died. Of him Scripture says: Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death · or His saints. Ben Zoma looked and became demented. ( ?..J._;.c..(G.v.-) 
0.f him Scripture says: Hast thou f'ound honeyi Eat so much as is 

sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

Aher mutilated the shoots. • R. Akiba departed unhurt • 



HOW DID THIS HAPPEN TO HIM? HE ONCE SAW A MAN CLIMB TO 

THE TOP OF A PALM-TREE ON THE SABBATH, TAKE THE MOTHER-BIRD 

WITH THE YOUNG, AND DESCEND IN SAFETY. AT THE TERMINATION OF 

THE SABBATH HE SAW A MAN CLIMB TO THE TOP OF A PALM-TREE AND 

TAKE THE YOUNG BUT LET THE MOTHER-BIRD GO FREE, AND AS HE 

DESCENDED A SNAKE BIT HIM AND HE DIED. ELISHA EXCLAIMED, 'IT IS 

WRITTEN, THOU SHALT IN ANY WISE LET THE DAM GO, BUT THE YOUNG THOU 

MAYEST TAKE UNTO THYSELF; THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, AND 

THAT THOU MA YEST PROLONG THY DAYS { Deut. XXII, 7). WHERE IS THE 

WELL-BEING OF THIS MAN, AND WHERE IS THE PROLONGING OF HIS DAYS! ' 

HE WAS UNAWARE HOW R. AKIBA EXPLAINED I.T, VIZ. 'THAT IT MAY BE 

'AND THAT THOU MAYEST PROLONG THY DA \ :F' OR THE WORLD WHICH IS 
\,.. 

UNENDING. SOME SAY THAT IT WAS BECAUSE HE SAW THE TONGUE OF 

R. JUDAH THE BAKER IN THE MOUTH OF A DOG AND EXCLAIMED, 'IF IT 

HAPPENED SO WITH A TONGUE WHICH LABOURED IN THE TORAH ALL ITS 

DAYS, HOW MUCH MORE SO WILL IT BE WITH A TONGUE WHICH DOES NOT KNOW 

NOR LABOUR IN THE TORAH!' HE WENT ON TO SAY, 'IF THIS IS SO, THERE 

IS NO REWARD FOR THE RIGHTEOUS NOR IS THERE A RESURRECTION OF 

THE DEAD. 1 STILL OTHERS SAY THAT IT HAPPENED BECAUSE WHEN HIS 

MOTHER WAS PREGNANT WITH HIM, SHE PASSED BY IDOLATROUS TEMPLES 

AND SMELLED {THE OFFERINGS). THEY GAVE HER SOME OF THAT KIND 

{OF FOOD) AND SHE ATE IT, AND IT BURNED IN HER STOMACH LIKE THE 

VENOM OF A SERPENT {AND AFFECTED HIM). 



- 2 -

SOME TIME LATER ELISHA b. ABUYAH BECAME ILL, AND IT WAS 

TOLD R. MEIR THAT HE WAS SICK. HE WENT TO VISIT HIM AND SAID 'REPENT.' 

HE ASKED, 'HA YING GONE SO FAR WILL I BE ACCEPTED?' R. MEIR REPLIED, 

ro -'»,~ 4~ ~ {!) Jo...~~ 'f~ 
'IS IT NOT WRITTEN, THOU THURNEST MAN T'O-GQJ:l'.FRI::PiO~ (Ps. xc, ~), i.e. 

" 
UP TO THE TIME THAT LIFE IS CRUSHED OUT (THE PENITENT IS ACCEPTED)?' 

THEN ELISHA b. ABUYAH WEPT AND DIED. R. MEIR REJOICED, SAYING, 

'MY MASTER SEEMS TO HAVE DEPARTED IN A MOOD OF REPENTANCE. ' WHEN, 

HOWEVER, THEY BURIED HIM, FIRE CAME TO BURN HIS GRAVE. THEY WENT 

AND TOLD R. MEIR, 'THE GRAVE OF YOUR MASTER IS ABLAZE! 1 HE WENT 

OUT, SPREAD HIS TALLITH OVER IT, AND SAID TO HIM, 'TARRY THIS NIGHT 

(Ruth III, 13) IN THIS WORLD WHICH IS W OLL NIGHT, AND IT SHALL BE IN 

THE MORNING, IF HE WHO IS GOOD WILL HEE, HE WILL REDEEM 

THEE (ib. ). WHAT :M:;ANS"AND IT SHALL THE MORNING"? IN THE WORLD 
--------------------

WHICH IS WHOLLY GOOD. (WHAT MEANS) "IF HE WHO IS GOOD WILL REDEEM 

THEE"? IT ALLUDES TO THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED BE HE, AS IT IS SAID, 

THE LORD IS GOOD TO ALL (Ps. cxlv, 9). BUT IF HE (i.e. God) WILL NOT 

REDEEM THEE, THEN WILL I (Meir) REDEEM THEE, AS THE LORD LIVETH; 

LIE DOWN UNTIL THE MORNING' ():luth loc. cit.). THE FIRE WAS THEN 

EXTINGUISHED. 
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