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.s you k .ow, I belong: to that group of Je•..rs who h!3ve been k own, 

favorably or unfavoraLly, as Jewish :l~ts. But I find few r ferences 

in Jewish literature and history to• ihiP: th~t Jews strove a d sa rificed 

at any time, o preserve their identity me~ely for the sake of preserving 

their identity, o for the sake ~r creating a great art, or a great 

litera ure, o a reat science. It was always to preservP, and transmit their 

rare, their unique spiritual h 0 ritage, ~r.ich they belie,ed was essential
1

not 

merely to themselves, but to mankinn, that they strove an sacrificed ~nd 

endured the persecutions and the hate of the long, weary centuries. 

Never was eligion peripheral in Jewish li~e. ~ver ias the Jewish 

way 0f life divorced from faith. Th se who attewpt to corst uct a concept 

of ,Jewish life and a philosoph., of Jewish existence 1.n ~-rhich e1igion is 

relegat~d to a secondary, tolerated, o~ i~sign'fic nt position are, in my 

humble judgment, co mitting a gr.~ve error. 

Nor will the establishment of the ~ta e Israel, onderful and 

miraculous as it is, se et pres rve the Jewish people outside of Is ae 1 

in the Diaspora . We shall not be able to live on borrowing. We all hope 

for the tie when there will be the closest exch~n e of influence flowing 

bet1een Israel and the Je ish communi is outside of Israel. That ill be 

conditioned, s fctr as we~ e CAncerned. on our capaci y to eceive the 

influence which Pill err.a ate from Isf,ael. Our brothi=- sin Is ael may plow 

and plant nd h")rvest the wheat and bake the b ead , and our childr n, :ts 

the rabbis put it, may not even ha,e he ouths with wh'ch to eat the bread 

tha~ is prepared for therr. . 

If the Jewish communiti~s o tside of Israel a to survive, hev wil .. 
have tn draw their survival strength from within th€mselves, rom those inn r 

sources from hich our peopl throngh al . the centuries derived is t>UStenance 

and ts ourishment . 
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This br in~s me to the subjPct which I want to discuss briefly 

this evenin,£; . In all ou~ past those w'bo uishe to :jestr,:i~r Juda· sm and 

the Jewish peo le set abou t first and foremost to close down onr schools 

and OJr academies, 3nd to prohibit Jewish education . 

\ e h~ve lbred by the power of our schools . We have survived 

throu~h them . Torah means instruction, teaching . A cha~acterist·c of 

our religion has been the conviction th~t f or a man t~ be truly God -
~ l....- µ ~ 

fe~rin~ 4nd pious , a certai~ spiritugl mAturity is equired , ' 

of insight, 

e-reatest of emphasis upon i;1struction~ instructil")n in :.h& home, instruction 

in the school , instr uct10.n in the synap-o~ue; alu;iys instruction . The 

synagague was primqrily a pl:l.ce of study ra her than a place of prayer . 

"i. rite them unon the doorposts of thy house ~nd u·--on th 

' 1T8;:ich the diligently unt o thy child en." These are commonplaces in 

the technique of Jewish survival . 

Our enemies , theref re , who wished to destroy our faith and our 

p t ple looked fi~st to the destruction of oo~ schools. vorversely tnose 

~ho wished to prAse~ve our faith ~nd or pPople looke first to the es­

tablishment of schools and academies . 

Th~t is wh~t Ezra did in his day ; ~ day o~ crisis P~ t~r_atened 

a ~simil!'-3tj-:,n . He turned the task of s3.vin the neocle over to scribes .. . 

and sages nd te~che~s of the law . 

a great rabbi , 

-Joshua ben -emal:1, of the fi r st entury , of whom the Talm d s.gid: 
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' Tnis man is to be rememb~ ed for ood , ... 
0 'ere ·t not for hi 

tne Torah wo 11ld have been forgot en in Israel . F0, Rt irst he who 

ha a father was tau6ht Torah by hi "ll , and he who had no father id 

no s udy Torah . It was t~511 dee eed th ·-:it teacl ers of child en 

sh"'11_d be appointe in Je usale . However, he who h'd a fath r, 

the fat~e would bing him tc Jprusalem and h1ve him t ught, while 

he ho h~d no fath•r would not come to Jerusa. em and study . It was 

then decree that teache s of tr:e youn shn'l d be a po· nt d in 

2:ve"'y district th ou hou the lan . ut boy.. ~ou l d e ente.-ed i to 

school at t ,e a 7 e of 16 or 7, and if the teacher w u .. d rebuke one 

of then-, , he wonld resent it and leave. Thu3 it was until the time 

.:,f Joshua ben Gemala ·-,ho dee eed th t tea he s of chjl ?"en sho ld 

be a9pointed in every district and ev ry ci y, :ind that bo s of he 

aP-es of 6 or 7 sho be nte ed . 

Thus t.he Jew· sh people 1-1as the first people in the world to b-,ve founded a 

universal system of u lie schoo ed cation to pre~e .... ve and transmit the Jer'sh 

way of life . Tha , by the way , is orie of the reas ons why ill teracy h:1 al·,1ays 

been a ne~1· ible factor in J~ ish li~e . from olden d ys to the p esent ti. e . 

This centrality of ed· ca ion in Jpwish life seems to h ve been ov~rlo~ked 

or day . Fo tunately for us , e are bggin in~ to sob:r up to new "'ealiz tio 
of this b!3s·c a ineln t bl~ fact in all J e'.r1ish experienc • 

In our one n ra ion in 

c i i defense, a y Jews 

upon 
'­

lM!f"'ll='f'll..,.~liftltM" not only th~ 

estic and forei n lief, 

h·lanthropy pres n s 

th9 essenc of Juda i T11 ;, nd of J e ish t also that it is the su est me~n~ of 

ou surv·val . Th's s A anbe o s illus on . 
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All the rich 011tpourin s of generositJ on the .[Jart of Ame"'ican Jewry 

for relief and for civic defense is most comrrendRble . It is a welcome mani­

festation of the inhe ent strength ana soundness of the American Jewish co mu ity. 

But these do .ot reprPsent tha roots of J~vish Jife . Jewish ife ill wither 

3nd dry rot -,1ill set in unless Jewish life in Am-=-rica si!"lks its roots deep i to 

the rich subsoil of Jewish lear. ing and J P'•rish schnl rs hip . 

In thie correcti,...r. it might be well to point out th;t V.t;i::za;;;~~:'e 
r 

st 0 dily moving :non all of our social services, 3nd the import~nce of the 
~ 

/ 
denomin:1tion~1 a ency in the field of relief is

1
dirninishing on the A erican 

scene . Litle which will be specifically Jewish in the fi ld of o ganiz d s cial 

service wi~.l remain. Our la ge- scal~ c.qmpaigns will also not be ~ ble to keep 

Jewish life ermane ly ale ted and mmbilized . i~ out a vital faith and w·tho t 

a replenishing Jewish education ~nd scholars.ip. J .,i. h life ill linger dS a 

~vaning and decayi . g r1=>sidue of the past, in a tw· li!::'ht zone of rift, 11ntil some 

unfore~~en storm br aks ove 1t, 3 tack its w~akened frAme, and shatt rs it 

b yrm•:i ~pair. Tnis must not happen. 

There is fine h man r.r::i tarial in this J e"ish c0wm Jni ty of A..,,.. ,..ica. 

It is a fine community , one 0f the noblest com u~iti~s in the whole history of 

0 11 peoole. R::\ )bis a,..e fre:iu'=ntly iven to criticize their people , and I suppose 

tn~t is one of their functions . It is necess~rv to s3fe ua-d 01r oeo le a airst 
~ - . 

the sin o~ o~placency . 'everthele3s, there co~e moments, when it js perfectly 

proper for the spiritual lea ers of our peo le to co~pliment hem for great 

thins done in a "reat manner . 

It is crratifyin o ¥now th-t a great h ur did :1ot fir.d o;r pee le a 

small people. Our peo :P. knew how to rise to th challen e of a historic hour , 

ho to or anize skillfully, how to anzu er intelli~~nt y to achieve their just 

ights ir. the ·old. They knew h w to po, routs rificial givin for yeas 
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on end in order to keep Jewish life from breaking doi.m utt ,...ly ·1s a result 

of two disastrous world 1,r3rs, and how to pour 011t of their substance aT1d 

their spirit to he]p rebuild the State of I~rael. 

There is a fineness and strength in this Jewish co muni y of America. 

There is no m~ss escapism here. There is no seri~us trend toward aosimilation. 

There is a coMmendable sense of solidarity A.nd mutual responsibility. 'v'hR.t 

is ~alled for n~w is the ~ind of st~tesmanship which will utilize these fine 
0z,. ~ 

qualities inherent in this
1
~~merically ~- -?~~ J~..ri.sh co~munivy of the 

world, for those spiritual 8nrl cultural tasks and ~~sponsibilities which must 

claim priority in the future if we are to survive and survive worthily on 

the erican scene. 

Survival its~lf is no gre~t virtue. A pepple can hang on by the sheer 

force of ine tia. ',I"1en I speak of su vi val, I have in mi .d -u r survival as a 

creative and dynamic people resolved to mak~ the con ributi-:1n whihh destiny 

has summoned us to ake to the greatest democracy in the world, the Un'ted 

Stats of A erica, whose citizens we are p~ivileged to b~ . and to m~nkind as 

a wh-:ile. 

Ve h~ve so ,ething to ~ive . ~1~s is a glorious spiritual heritage. le 

have r·o1hetic , me3s:ianic values to give to this blessed land and to the 

wo~ld . But we an give them only as we inform the rising generR.tion of the 

meaning and mandates of th- Jewish way of life, its coda, its tr~ditions, its 

standa ds, its demands. "'de can infqu, them only throu~h the cchool, through 

teachg~::;, throl]gh books, thro eh study and by h::bituati.ng them in the practices 

and customs of Jewish life. Th~t. in my humble judgment, is the task to which 

J eT..r5.sh leadership ought to address itself in the day3 to come. 



'ot th~ the wok 

for yP, s to coree to s ne needy, to C3 e for the a 

for ye"1 s 

the glorious 
, the Sta e o Is~ael. 

1•1i11 be n ed 1th t, of c0u se . 

9ut let ot lose si ht 01 the Tlie fist 

who. es -,n:e , t,;ewish 

the 

th t 

i those thiro;s - n • h ue believe sh-uld be do Th t means 

educ the ising gener tic~ o 

of loy·lty to all 

Je·•ish boys and girls into a 7ide kncwled,:;e 

is essentia~lY Je••isl 

This brings me tc ~y final thought . I f wh~t I h~ve s irl is true, nd it 

s ct a nPW idea w· :ch I h~ •e e. essed, ~hen ·tis clear th· we shall h3ve 

tor - o ient d astically o entire syste oi J~~ish ucatio . The Je ish scho 1 

in th0 Unit 0 d Sates is r.o t all ,~ti s ~u d .ot the Hebr w school and 

ce ta inly not the Sund-3.y sc1 ool . Je:..1· sh educ .., t • n ' • _l h· \'e to b far n: re 

extensi e and far o~e i . tensive to do the iob hi hit mus do . 
" 

I a deeply concerned , for exam.~e , ~bout the ina equ~te ·nstruct·on in 

Hebrew wh • :i is b in :-,iven to ou~ chil ren . W are consie;nin the Je·.Jish com-

munity of to .arrow to cultural sterility by n cultiv~+,ing orP i tPr.sively 

a k 0 1 led ,e o the Hebrew langu;i~e 3.nd literature amor.rY o·J r people . 

l·ot a single Jei ish co unity in he wo ld , at any time in ou history, ever 

c '1tributed anything ere tive to Jewish li"e •hich id ot foster the H brew 

lan uage an cultu 'o corr.tr.unity er survived for lo~ whj :h ne 1 ~cted 

Heb ew . h-t is o, e of th se ineluctable f ts of or ex er·en e. One simply 

cannot conceive of the gre~t crea ive pe iods and cen ers in Jewish his o~y , 
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hethP.r in 9~bylon, S ain, ,_'orth est.::>rn ~ur pe, land o Russia --

mari monu ~ntal cJntribution~ to h~ sum otal of Je ... -1i~h li 

Jewish culture is not e~clusively the product of Palestire. many s ams our 

into it - - one cannot co ceive of as~ le o~e cf these great centers withou~ 

their energetic fostering of the Hebrew langua~e and literature . 

The Hebrew lan uage , second only to the orah, wa~ a ~inc·pal f tor 

in Oil surviv~l rnd renewal . T e o not alw~ys realize this . "The man who is 

the ben ficiary of a mir~cle oes r.::>t alw.::ays e lie that a miracle h~s 

h:ppened to hi .. ' But the Hebrew lan ua,e did perform a mira ulous ervice 

in the preservation of' our- people . The Hebrew ) ngua e h~s ot onl , b~en the 

n:~tive and natural vehi<'le fo the iind and sonl ex ess ens of our eo le, 

th e ~ository of its ost loriouc cul t alto hes , the bond of union nd 

the chajn of ~or tin i~y. but also a po~er u rnent for pro ress nd 

enewal in J~vish life . 

T e e,· ival of 3-reek an cl"ssical Latin • n the 15th Cent "f'y bro·.1 ght 

tc a close the scho]a.stic age in E:.urope and ushe din th new ~n em· ncipat·ng 

~ ,e of th~ Ren issance. The ·~ L .~rni ~ • hich closed the .iddle A~es WHS, 

in f .t , the 1 j ncr of ancient G ..... eek and L tin . These lan ua!Ye~ , which er.clbled 

he ·,'1Pster wo ... ld to rediscover i ts grea p s , ad possible . o r ss 

o T;J ds n ev n ater future . 

In the sa,.e • ay di th 0 red"scovery of the H brew lan u;i. 3.ffect the 

or("'t r ss f tl e ish life . A d not ly of Je• ish lL • 30th umanism and te 

R for !'.it· on felt the imp ct of reviv·l of H0 br w li:> n:ng n the p:irt of 

c~ is i n schola s, led by p· co del a .. -, :jola in I al nd Jo. ann • ir 

in e :iny, ho di,i for th rev·val of Heb e.i W"hat nuel Chrusoloral had 

don for Gre k. Bu h "le its effe;c t on r opean t rends towa~ds new ways of 

life an th UE:h l ere s d~ y to th t :>f ,r k n Lat.i , its eff Pct on 

he o r \zation of J~ ish life w s prim y and d~ isive . 
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The Heb ew lano-ua e cc- erv d :iS the weapo with whi h to batter ovn the 

spiritu~l and i tellectual w 11s of th 0 ghetto. The Haskalah movenent 
1 hich began -lith the ~easefim u ~er ~ses 1~ delssohn and hich ~ ~sed 

over to E'lstern Europe, Pussia , Poland and G licia, employed Hebrew as the 
q a . on ~ ainst obscurantism and medievalism. It served s a revolutionary 
solvent of a nti _uated for ,s of social lire . It mad possi ble a fresh dv~nc 

to·.ra"'ds a bett'=r anr~ freer way of lifP. HP,:>rew t as the h. hway along ;J s IP, 

which our people oved into t.he moc-3 n wo ld. 

A.nd of cou.,,.se, it is difficult to overestima e the role T.,. ich Heb ew 
~,11........,_ played in th .cvement for~ n'3t.ional ~. ,. hi h c·c1"J.min~tP,d in the es blish-

me of th 0 State of Isra~l. One cannot thi k of the restoration emen t 
all , from thee r:, Hibbat Zion ays tote re t c owni ~ aJS of stru o-le 

nd victo y, without at he ~aMe time thinkin of e brilliant galaxy of 
H breTT wr· t s, poets and ess • ists who i spi it and susta·ned it. 

It is not easy to cultiv te the H br0 w langu :e ~nd liter ture ir. th 0 se 

TJnited t'3tes. In f.:3.ct, it w~s nPver ensy. It r::is not easy even in Palestine. 

The prese v in of Judaism Rnj the . re~e vation of the Hebrew la gua e as 
not an easy t sk 0 •en in anciPnt Palestine 

-ek•ate, The survival ~ ~\Jv 
of ~-~r h s ~f-ays b 

~ ~ :f Ci1=t11Jk•h de111t•1J• 

n a matter of stru le, the I 
few Ja·nst them ny, he !eak a~ inst the stron. 

Certain A erican Jews a _ ivin p the stru~gl. vome ar giving it 
up hrou hi diff rence; some are g·vir~ it up o he basis of new 
pseu o- hilosophy of Je.-.rish life • h. ch they call "in egration in he Ameri~an 

T at is the latest ->log~ n to Ju tify r rationalize a n,inim!llist 
type of Ju aism 

Heb er ot'. i ~ 

·.·ch is stripp d of 
~,~ 

he~~c~iool and in th ,.... 

i:s iieb aic cha~ac e, which 

syna OE-rue.., 
r::ancep+ of Kel• 1 Yi• r aei , of Ute arilvt'J :sal co1u,anity sf lsl"aol, 

ba dons 
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True ir.tegr~ ion ·as never a problem for the Jew. Jews were 

alwa ·s eao-er to integrate the s 1 ves in the life of a country if i~.,E:n the 

le~st chance a~d the least oppo tunity. h J w wao al ays a good and 

) oyal citizen, nd the de per his ful - orbed "e1•1ish loya 1 ti s, the finer 

citize he made. 

The Jew· sh pY-oblem has ;31~-iays been the problem of se f-integration. -
Th.::i w s :i less di:'ficult p oblem when thP. J eT-1 lived in a gh~ .to as in 

a bel a -·uered ci1.y, isolated, quarc1ntined. It h s beco e an ext. n·ely 

difficult problem to live~£ 4ntcgc ~ a spi itually int~ct J 'ish 

lif~, in a f e and o e city, sit ere, in a toler"nt and de ocY-~t5c 

soci ty. 

1'evertheless, this is exactly h· t ~ t le done . The diffic 11 tic-s 

t t@~e,,,.:r .hey sh~nld p v n addit· n 1 challenge .. o all th tis 

fin and strc,n in us. :...,~ o-:::t' ~ ~ - J-:i 
~ \-:> ~ ~ f t. ""lM ,•IA • Ji U' 

1oe s the -lo ·la ne ct us tod:1.y oes the wo la ne d o'Jr faitl 

Does the rec udescence of pa anism in our ::,.;:i , of br tal • t:, , of "r 

mo a eca encc, ind· cate ... r.;i.t the m~ssag of our fa.i h is no longer 

o r~levar.t 7 Or do h y not rather cal f0:- a ,evival of the lowing 

JPvish id al, which h~v in .he a~ ki dled the torches cf oth rat 

li ions 0f m t~5nd1 

I b~lie1e so . I b liev at ly needs it. An b cau~e 

of that, • nd for many other re sons, I shou l d lik the J~ws of A e ic, mo. 

for Jun t th n any other :.n our h • s ory, a e i3. ly , politicaJ. y . and in 

so many ot1er ays , o reinvi or te the'r s iri u_l and cultural lives 
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and espe"ia11y thP. lives of heir children... : ! I t tr dtil:, oA ..: .o a e 

ent~rin~ much more ~erious times even than those throu h wh·ch we h e 

• assed . 

Beca se I ,elieve in this, I am ear:er to see ....,•-.liarlliiiah==ii•~s•LFll!!s~c~l?t:Br.,­

s~,~ 
more.schools and better 

I Lu 
better te~chers; Jewish ,, 

~ ~ 
s~hools; l'Je-rish teache s..,......---rlflle_...c .... L"t==zio~tci::1111rl'l!S~ and 

book~ ,"'";,;, ■•• cc des end better bo ks. I a ea 

for !3. c ltural :1..nd relii::riou,.. enascen- a on,, the J ws of rr.e ica . 

r 

Wi 11 •Te ha•. e • t? ein arr.an o!' 




