
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         186           70          1017 
 
 

Hebrew University, 1961-1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



D. ARBA HILLEL SILV 

THE T fPLE • CL LAND. OHIO 

AT THE AMI-: ICAN F IENDS OF TIE H BW UNIVERS 

29, 1961 WED ES Y • 

OF 

I ER 

I am haPJY to partlcip te in the progra of this ev ntn and to share 

tn t 1 raciou trthute w lch you are pa•in to a n h we all deli ht to 

honor, • Jo eph zer. rateful people pays tribute to a loyal on. 'hen 

t full story of the prologue y ara of our national re- irth ls ftna ly written. 

th n o . r. zer will loom lar amon those w o contrl uted stgntftcantly 

to th economic growth and tablltty of Israel and to it cultural and educational 

progr •• o deeper aatt faction can co 

critical and chall ngt 

neroua and dt crtml . 

I a ~,-~ by M 

years to the 1 t 

to any nth nth knowledg that a 

found in hi a prompt, 

d p attachment though the 

not una ar of hi ny oth r 

tntere t• which have proved so tnvalua to th unfolding llf oft Stat of 

I•rael. But hi firm rasp and under anding of the rol of a university in the 

develop1n ltf of th new stat have •• ec1ally impr ed me. The needs of a 

new state ar mo t oft n conceived of tn te of industry, agriculture and • curtty. 

ndou tedl the are vital n d • but underlyi th m all, and det rmtnin them 

all, and tran c ndtn th all, ar mind and pirit, culture and education, 

hertta and aspiration. 

It wa no accident th t almo t ttTUlt n ou ly with th rts of the Zloni t 

mov nt in th early et t • of th 1 t century and with th fir t appearance 

of the 1 1 at- ton movem nt, th fir t propo ala fort eatablt~ m nt of a hr 

nt r tty in P le tine w re de, or that the ubject was prominently broached 



at the 

ebr 

cl l 
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lrst 71~nt t Con re a in 1 97, or that th foundation t ne o t • 

ntver lty wa 1 ld ln 1917, lo b fo t St te of I rael waa pro

d• or th t the nlveralty w formally op ned n rly a quart r of a 

century before t e atat ca into xlat nee. Fortunate, lnd ed, that t ia 

wa so for lt help to prepare a generation of n to tap ln and to n the 

nu rou vital poata in --nt and admt tatratton nd, by their due tlon 

and ctentlflc tralni , aRatat int e upbulldln f th country once it won 

lt lndep n enc. 

e founder of lonta under tood fully the priority ich t e 

a sl ned ln a nt of 11 ration nd renal ance tot• er tlon of• 

tlonal cent r of er ed c t t to erve a a r ervotr for all 

t e p t cul tu-r -..at11.... :~:=:~·--,..~.,. n • • dynamo 

for future progreaa t u enever any p.opl tn 

di al or tln- lf'e wtthtn It elf, tt 

qutc~l expr aed t • tn thee ta 11• ent of• untver tty. 

• far th Jewt hp opl wa concern , b artn tn mind lts traditional 

rev rence for 1 rnln an lts aala on study, ''th lnnln of wt do l 

to cqulre wt d -- and the pr yer of th ntdah, cited dally your p pl, 

" t vor u i th k 1 e, under-

tand l n and lntellt nt di car nt" -- tt wa ln it le that al ltaneoualy 

1th lt rote• orta at th co• oft• ntn t •nth century and th flrat 

half o the tw ntt th c ntury, to reconatruct It n tlonal lt In al attn• 

it ould launc a parall 1 nd allied project of bul dln a tin 1 unlveralty 

he~ the ctenc nd the u nttle vo,ld he tau ht nd the mlllenl 1 tr• urea 

o u-r p opl • cult\lral p t wo1 d a udl d y t ch r nd c lara. 



r wo l t a le l on t • thre hold of rat new e lnntn •• 

1 a t e rte po 1 le h~ u enc fron t t l c 1. 

n tn n world. o are dt coverln a new r erenc• tor 1 rnln and for 

t e e d t ctp ln • tudy an res arch. r ople •• al ays atrea ed 

• cultlvatto of th ind alon wtt the cultivation oft eh rt. I ve 

always en v to lratton, o alon t revolutlo ry falt of our 

opl, Its prop ettc t tc 1 code nd t ate dfa t loyalty of our pe pl• to 

lt 9 t t e h r vl or of th J I h l rl, ich, aft r than tr•• 

t ou and y r of productive activity tn o ny ftelda, • 

t vl or l n t spent, nd lt l• ill so zl ly er ttve nth orld'a 

eta•• 

one c d, 

panlonahlp of. r t 

I rael lthout the co -

l of ny ot r ct ntl le 

tn tt tu ••• t chntcal n nd tudy. 

raw nl •-•- ople and tate of Iara 1 ln 

n • entt t w •• It •• provtd d t • cointry with t chera, d ctor•• 

ct ntl t • t, o t 1 or r■, cl ll a rvan , without w o no dern 

te c function. In a p rt o! t 6 orld w er t d ert ta alway• en-

croac tn u nth own, lt h • tau t n to ac d rt, and 

to urn and-wa ln op ac a of , • t a carrt n •-

ntal an pll r arc tn h co tt nal re ourcea. rou h 

arc olo teal t cov rtea, it ha tt u ch of or people• p t and of 

t earl ht tory o 1 tl • t has c n rlbut tot tentl 1 of I rael•• 

tl 1 r n • I h • po l le th ca into fleet o e o t k y 

idea t r p 1 • latenc -- t e idea of l l n. Ith 1 d tar el 
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to send hundr da of experts, technician• doctor• p lltical ctenti ta to th 

less dev loped countrie• of Asia and Africa, to share with the r people its 

exp rtence and now led e . Isr 1 l thus fulfi 1 our p ople' anct nt 

cov nant 1th destiny, "to e a 11 t unto th nation• to ring t prt oner 

out of the dun eon and ro th prt on tho e who dwell ln dar ne ••• 

At the untver tty, Jew\ h scholar are at work in t e vari d fields 

of Jewt~ lt • ht tory and 1 t t ratur , tn nor 1 envtro nt, fr e r the 

compl xea nd twt and tnhi ttlon of are r v alin for us nd 

for n ind th true and authentic f ce of our spiritual and cultur 1 contrlbu-

tions to civilization. I ee in th hr niver tty, as in every unlver tty 

anyw re, man ind•• real op in what t ac tev that 

which ts rally n w. fre w. au ht world toda. 

Th re 1 

w ther n tton 1 or int 

J ty in th world about ua, 

~Y '' harply upon our daily livea, 

nd may ven cause us nuch pin and anxiety. ut, ln o far a t ••• acttvltt • 

add n thing to the progres and well - being of man ind, thy ar transient and 

ephe ral thin • Thy ar th newa of the day, ut th c ntribute n thin to 

the newness of life, wh th r oft individual or of ociety . 

What wa really n in the world r cently? C rtatnly not th feuding 

around Lao, or Perlin, the Congo or Cuba; or th stri in Al rla or Tuni la; 

or th h ran u of hru heh nd he co1nter-hla t of at _rn diplomata . 

Th •• tnde d, w r t head- tins . ut th wi 1 ppear p Ing tr to 

readera neration h nc • or v n ad cade . 

at was rally n w? 11th t wa r vealed nd ac teved durin the 

ear which heretofo e had nun nown an un chte d . at wa n r 11 doora 



to knowledg whic wer unlocked, all dlscoverl sin th ft lda of the cl nc •• 

all th t dvanc d non hi et rnal pil ri e, all that de life r jut and 

noble, and dded to th happln as of n, w men and children. 

That w n ! All t vlctorl s lch w re on by min and ptrit 0 1er 

darkne sand l norance. an orbiting arou d th eart • sci ntl ts pro ing th 

mysteri a of out rap c • or throu hr ~•arc in dical laboratorl • 1 arning 

ho to all viat hu n sufferln nd prolon life, all n ourc s of en rgy which 

were de a ilAhle. all tat was dded tom •• pow rands curity -- that • 
new. at verb lon to th rewardi ta s of nktnd• t wor oft c r • 
artl t • alnter • ~culptor • po ts, musicians, th tru orda w tch ·ere fearl aly 

pok n, the xamples of acrlftce of t fr dom of n, 

natl n nd ce th a to u • not t old r -- t 

thin in n trapp1 r, like om tch, for all 

th tr unp ced nted des 0 fine nta of primitive 

leth 1 wea n of ow, 

~ ndin tank and pla s o backw rd n ttons to entice them into the 

lob 1 d nee of de th wa not n • nor f any per ne v lu to civilization, 

nd t acher • food and 
but the ending of doctors n icln s. t chnlcl n 

rat n to elp th m out of th tr l ry an qualor nd • ble th to r ach a 

n life-• that 1 n • a osittve nd 1 attn ood, w ich juatifiea th hope 

n• 

that o e day the ad 1 g of what 

111 e free to unfold ln the tru 1 

n ha■ de of n will b et arl ht and Man 

• of od. 

t th ce ebratlon of the openin of Jona topkina Univ ratty in 1 76, 

t e in nt u~~t act ntl t, Thoma 

in th 11 ht t def!T lmpr 

or our terlal r ■ourcea uch. 

\UCley, eel red: "I c nnot say that I 

our In s (i.e. the 1 nesa of America), 

iz 1 not randeur, and territory does not 



• a n tl n. reat 1 ••• bout w ich h a true au 11 tty, an th t nor 

of v r- n in fa t at ar ou otn to l th tl t t n at la 

to h e to tc t 8 8T o b " 

tru crlt rlon o n t\ona r atn a -- th end, t e oal -• t t 1 

t n ev ryt 1n 

th oppo tunl 

a n tt o • to fo ter ct c an ,~ t n, to I ere • 

o youn 0 1 

V t tn t t d n tot 

h • 0 k 

t t t to 

0 eel an uc ton n bet r uc tlon, 

th of op • to rovl • r a equ te 

cure, d 

rovtde car 

o care re fully for the un oyed, 

and ecurt t for th • ed, to Iner e e t t 

t e int 

broth rh 

• 0 o era a to C t tot n di crlmt tlon, to promote 

hatev r the d re of th lr • coop r tl 

su ce • la r lly 

rou 

or a univ r t t 

he 

tc 

pl ce of ll t, of lt rty, 

sup ort lt re In 

a rea urt tn 0 

• n P 

con rt utt 

t •Y• It t 

h 

oat. 

t the apeclflcatlona 

unlv r It 

1 an our peopl 

ld ea 

v ryw re 

at l n • c natructlv • ro la1 

ln lta c t o hu nlty. 

0 

' do not p ak C t of hu o n t n • cla••••• 

rac , r 1 n tntere11ta an r 

voe ulaey I rt a In 

an t tr• rt t nn 

tn an t 

t t 

ur l t 

r t uni 

it t 

le o 

le unltv 

It 

• T rk 

t 

t 

1 

t l 

h, n 

r 

nt 

h orld, 

t • 

nt r tt 

e 0 

• 

' t. r ln ernattonal 

tt tve e nlty 

or 1n e 

nt of 

f u t1n n• 

t U!lt t l 1 r co~ept 

t • 

ra 1 a 

1 • w 

ul t n of 

t en • 
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The ho of n tional re toratton •• l ,a an inter 1 p rt o t • 

Ope' l • r f 1th ,rtur 1 n a, In turn. nurtur y lt. rovt-

dentlalty. t l Ion -def rr d hop c o fruttl n in rd • • r t fully 

r al to t t th 

vot ln f vor of 

bl sa d nd tort 

t did reatly 

r tor tl on to 

t tt wa 

tin up 

us C n U 

1 u . 

tl 0 

x ctl fourteen ye r 

J t h tate ln 

tlon h\ch o ,r g 

o th t th nit ti na 

p rt of P 1 ttne. It w • a 

r tin 88 prlvtl ed to ehold. 

r p pl lway look d fo rd to th t t • of 1 ta 

r tn •• tlon and hop • ' he th tord 111 

hrtn ac th captivity o ton ••• t ill a ya on th : th tord 

hath d n r t t tn 1th u • 

Jr•n plr tn 

1 h or th 

rejolc " . • t o un p t ly 

ta • lch 

ltz ont tn p rt. 

) lut - lle - S C rvf tu un er f rel n 

h 

ow r " • 

t t 

Tt t t 

ted. 

ov rel 

ut \n t t. 

nt of t e 

Me lantc 

ultt 

nttt to 

p 

ly :1 ntaln, nd the 

d cl un ver at 

• t ou people t • o 

• 0 1 0 pl rec 

t • tt n t all not 

arth • f 11 oft e 

t e 

rot ace on 

• far fr n con-

on alt n tl o n 1 re torattona 

hurt nor ••troy in 11 

n 1 d of I a the at ra 

C r th • " l • y t unr llzed op o r peopl t contl to proclal • • 

It C n do so to y re ho efully a re lt of t ra plr ln J lah 

life. In n • u ant d of c tev nt a vt die tl n, t 1 adera of our 

p pl ev r h re y davo h Ives to th tot ll ty of the . • lanlc 

• tch , 1n plea o th • t ltsh nt of t e t of I rael, r Ina 

nf.lflll d . The r t r l yet t b do • 



'nl r Unlv r tty, ln l 

and truth, tn lta •tfold ervtc to 

unite nd h lp n, in t lov p 

principle t t 

ultl te y of le 

tlon n r le rn w 

under ta ft tr • a 

n t r a 
1 

the int oada 

~ rec nclll tlo 

ny t t 

n n I\ 1 

wr IIS 

dtc t search for h 1 • 
n nd ti J • tn lts loy lty to hat 

c• nd roth rhoo -- t I • 1 •a 

w lch l ad to •• harlt - t he 

w n ti ) s wtJ 1 rot 1ft up rd ain t 

y Ah 11 alt ve ' n und r l vln 

e th .r ld." 

• AMERICAN JEWISH 
ARCHIVES 
••••••• 
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T E TE~LE • CL IA. , -'10 
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1961 
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I am happy to partic pate in the program of this evenin and to share 

in this gracious tribute which vu are pavin to a man whom w all delight to 

honor, Mr . Joseph ~zer . grateful people paJ s tri ute to a 0·al son. ~hen 
1)/'. 

t e full story of the prologue year of our national re-birth is fina ly written, r, 

the name of . 1r . Mazer wi 11 loom large among tho e ho contr i huted significantly 

to the economic growth and stRbility of Isra 1 and to its cultural and educational 

o deeper satisfaction can come to any man than th kn ledge that a 

critical and challen in nour in his p found in him a prompt, 

years to the cause of th 

inter st which have prov 

by p attachment though the 

i ver it,. I of his many other 

so invaluable to the unfolding life of th Stat of 

I del . But his firm rap and under. t anding of the role of a univ rsity in the 

developing life of then stat ha 1 e Jecially impr s d me . Th n ds of a 

n w state are most oft n c nceived of int rms of indu try, agricultur ands curity . 

'ndouhtedly th se are vita n ds, lut underlying them all , and det rmining th m 

all , and transcending them 11, are mind and spirit , culture and educati n , 

h rita e and a piration . 

It wa no accident 

movem nt int e early ci hte 

of the ~i at - Zion movement, 

lnivcrsity in Pale tine wer 

t imultaneou ly with th rise f the Zionist 

of the lat century and with th fir t appearance 
VM-if.J.. 
£..ir5t proposal for the establis m nt fa e rew 

that the subject was promin ntly broached 
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at the First i)nist Congress in 1897, or that the foundation stone of the 

Hebrew University was laid in 1917, long before the State of Israel was pro

claimed, or that the University was formally op ned nearly a quarter of a 

century before the state came into existence. Fortunate, indeed, that this 

fl>_ lJu~v~«+1 
was so for tt helped to prepare a generation of men to step in and to man the 

numerous vital posts in government and administration and, !,ir://r ~~~cation 

-r& 
and scientific training, assist in the upbuilding of the country onc e it won 

" its independence. 

The founders of Zionism understood fully the priority ich must b 

assi ned in any movement of liberation and renaiss8nce to the creation of a 

~ 
national center of i~h r education w ich cs:•~ serve as a reservoir for all 

for future progress in a f 

medieval or modern tim ti ri 

quickly expressed these new impulses 

tion and as a dvnamo 

se. Whenever any people in 

life within itself, it 

As far as the Jewi h people was concerned,.-bearing tn mind its traditional 

r~verence for 1 arning and • emphasis on study, •• the ginning of wisdom is 

to acquire wisdom' -- ~nd the prayer of the ' midah, recited daily your people, 

1 I - • \ • ( c I "0 favor us with kno ledge, under-

standing and intellig nt discernm nt" -- it was inevita le that simultaneously 

with it h roic efforts at th close of the ninet enth century and the first 

half oft e twenti th c ntury, to reconstruct its national lif in Palestine, 

(IWv \1S>.-o~ 
~ would launch a parallel and allied proj ct f building a nati nal univ rsity 

where the sciences and the humanities would b taught nd the millenial tr asures 

of our peopla•s cultural past would b studied by t achers and sct-,olars. 
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Our world today wl ic 

as well as the American peopl 

is on the threshold of 

wl ich ha su enly he 

gr at n w beginnings, ~J~•• 
~~~--

n confronted wiL tis clal -
f\. 

lenging new world , hoth are discovering a new ,..everence for le~rnin~ and for 
~ c. .,,...,,_ rta._l°"Q.,....,L V(.. 

the need and isciplin s ~f~esearch. people has alway str $~ed 
~ / ' 

the cultivation of the mind along ith the cultivation of the heart . I have 

alway been moved to admiration , not alone by the revolutionary fait~ of ;~ 

·~ 
hi al code and the st adfast loyalty~~e~tl~ aM.°'people, ~-ts ropheti 

,.... ""'~ 'J~~~-
~ but y the sheer vigor of the Jewish mind, which , after more than three 

t ou and years of product·ve activity in so many fields, ~ I 1 

~ 
its vi~or 1~ not spent , and it i ~till so amazingly er ativ on th 

,
world' 

I' 
stage . 

o one could, tnerefo~e, cone rn Isra l without th cm-

panion hip of a reat 

in titutes, technical 

Th Hehr ni 

he c !'J-""'-"c"""::C"~ ..... -:0: .... ....., of many oth r scientific 

col c e 1i g and study . 

rs e d p le and ta te of Isra tin 

many es entia way . It has provided the country with teacher, doctors, 

scienti ts , agronomists, ocial workers, civil servant , without whom no modern 

state can function. In a part of th' worl wh r the de ert ls al\ sen

croachin upon the son, it ha tau ht m n how to pu h ack the desert, nd 

how to turn and- ast into places of habitation. It has carried on funda -

m nt~ an a plied r 
i,.. :-1-uAJ 

earch in ~he countr • ~8&i~fte l re ourc . Throu ~h 

arch eolo ic 1 discov r1e , it ha il hJmined much of our p ople ' past and of 

the early hi~tory of Ps 1 e tine . It ha contributed to the potent al of Israel ' s 

national def n e . It has made po sible th carrying into effect on of the key 

ides of our people's exi tence -- the idea of mission . It has ena l d Isr el 



I 
to send hundreds of experts, techni ians, 

~&..A-o\..,, 
doctors, political scientists to the 

r-
less developed countries of Asia and Africa, to share with their peopleSits ~ 

ancient 

covenant with destiny, "to be a li~ht unto the nations, to bring the prisoner 

out of the dungeon and from the prison those who dwel 1 in darkness ..• " 

i.\~ 
At the Vniversit, Jewish scholars are at wori<__ in th varied fie <ls 

I• ~ tt:v, ~ .Jo, • ..., L,A 
of Jewish life, history nd literature, in a normal environm~nt, free from the 

/<. Galut. 
complexes ~twists a 

I 
inhibitions of the7'-. l.'hey are r evealinP- for us and 

for mankind the true nd authentic face of o~r spiritual and cultural c~~tribu -
J--.. ~,,. d ~.. ~.wh..L.7.A.. VJ'( ~ ~c.o V.IAt'~ ~~ ~· ~"""'-"l,&,.tu-@__.J:L 

ti0ns to civilizati n . ~ see in th Hebrew niversily, as in every university 
A 

anyw 

pr 
~ _ __,. '---• v~ 
-~ / Ther tl s-s a'. e 

hether national or internat · onal, hi 

in whE1t they achieve 

~ w~~ 
·~=:.:.:..w.=~~au~ht world ~~F~C¥. 

f-

yin the world about us, 

arply upon our daily liv s, 

and may even cause us much pain and anxiety. Rut , in so far as these &ctivities 

add nothing to the progress and well - being of mankind, they are transient and 

ephemeral thin~s . They ar e the news of the day, but they C•)ntribut nothing to 

the newness of life , whether of the individual or of society . 

hat was really new in the world recently? Certainly not the feuding 

around Laos, or Ferlin, the Congo or Cuba ; or the strife in Algeria or Tunisia; 

or the harangues of Khrushchev and the counter- blasts of W st rn diplomats . 

l'he.se , indeed, were tre head - lines . ut they will app ar str nge 
I 

readers a generation hence , or even a d~cade . 

unknown and unachiered . That was new! All doors 



to knowledge which were unlocked, all discov ries in the fi lds of th scienc s, 

all that advanced man on his eternal pilgrimag, all that made life more just and 

noble, and added to the happiness of men, worn n and childr n. 

That was new! All the victories which were won by mind and spirit o ,er 

darkness and ignorance. Man orbiting around the earth, sci ntists probing the 

mysteries of outer space, or throu~h research in medical laboratories, learnt g 

how to alleviat human suf fering and prolong li f e, all new sources of nergy which 

w re made available, all that was add d to man's power and security that was 

new. Whatever belongs to the r warding tasks of mAnkind, the work of teachers, 

artists, painter, sculptors, poets, musicians, th~ tru words which were fearlessly 

poken, the examples of sacrifice and valor 

nations and race hi 
,____,,;;;..w...._.........,;____.~ 

th fr edo~ of men, 

u ; not the old 

thinos in new trappings - th 

their unprecedented destructiven 

1 thal wea ons of bow, pear, club and attle-ax. 

r, like bombs hich, for all 

finem nts of primitive man's 

endin tank and planes to backward nation to entice them into the 

global dance of death a not n w, n r of any permanent value to civiliz tion, 

but the sending of doctors and medicines, technicians and t achers, food and 

raiment to help them out of their mi ry and squalor and nabl them to reach a 

new life -- that is new, a positive and 1 sting o d, ich justifies th hope 

that some day th ad image of what Man has made of Man will be set aright and Man 

ill free to unfold in the true ima e of God. 

At the celebration of the openin~ of Johns lopkins University in 1876, 

the minent gue t ci ntist, Thon 1uxley, declar d: "I cannot say that I am 

in the 1 i hte t d <tree impressed y your hi gnes (i. . . th i nes of America), 

or your mAterial resources as such. Size is no . grandeur, and territory does not 
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make an. tin. The gr at issue about which hangs a tru sublimity, and the terror 

of over - hanoing fate is what are you goino- to do ith all these thin~s? What is 

to the end to which these are to be the means?" 

If this is the true criterion of national greatn~ss -- the end, t 

then e"erythin~ that a nation oes to foster science and eduction , to increase 

the opportunities of young people to receive an educ;tion and a bet er education , 

everything that ic; drm to improve th health of people, to nrovide more ad quat 

housing , to make employment more secure , and to car more fully for the un mploy d , 

everythin that is being done to provide care and security for the aged, 

and to combat bi otry and discrimination , to promote 

brotherhood and cooperation among people - - all that, hatever the d gree of their 

uccess, is really new and 

for 

support it
1
are making their 

and r as uring in the world 

con r ibution to what 

~~, . 4'V-
oday . ~ makin 

goal . 

ha m t t specifi ations 

" univ rsity should e a 

is new , con tructi e , promising 

contributi ns to humanity . 

~e do not speak much today of humanity. He sp ak of nations , classes, 

races , regi nal intere t and regional d f nses
1 

East and We t. Our international 

vocabulary is rich tad in erms which su~g st c mpetitive egm nt of humanity 

and their trategies of conflict . It i 

kind and the basic un it of the human 

of the 

rather p or in terms ,.- su S!e. tin man-

@:JJ 
is ust tis l att r c ncept 
.flAA~V,--.. 

ty t1tas to tress . 

the fulfillment of 

our historic hope , our work i n the wor l d , a a people , was not ended . 



I 
• 
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k have been privile ed to enjoy in our day the nigh breathless 

ch of Israel ' s golden prime , but in the ipening years to come and in the 

ray , ploddin~ days which lie ahead, Israel will need, from time to time , 

the sure of rejuvenescence , the enkindling ideals w ich only reat 

intellectual and spiritual center s provide . For the function of a university 

is not onl to transmit human knowled e and to penetrate the darkness which 

still en ulfs the mind of man , but to unite what is below with at is above , 

and to bridge the river s which r age bet1een the alien shores of .PJ.en . 

The Hebr ew Univer sit , in its dedicated search for human knowled e 

and truth, in its nifold services to man and nations , in its love of peace 

and brotherhood -- is I r.ae incipie 
/ L 

shi ni.1g roads rhich 

lead ever onward to the • conciliation when "nation 

1ill not lift up swor d 
l) 

no .war arry ore , 11 when II eve 
c'')_:/ 

man shall sit under his vine and ur .der his fig tree , and none shall . ake 

him afraid . " 



r 
~ 

inte~ral part of ~ 

Provi-

long- deferred hope came to fruition in our day . 

recal s 

blessed and glorious c nsummation which our g neration was privileged to b hold. 

t did greatly exalt us . Our people always looked forward to the time of its 

restoration as to a tim of gr ·tn ss , elation and hope. "~hen th Lord will 

bring back the captivity of 

hath done re.gt things with 

Zion ..• they will sa_ among the nations : 

us. We shall rejoice ." 14at ha so 

the Lord 

1Zranspired in our day hould re- charge our coura~e for t e greater ta. which 

lie ahead. For the een realized only in part . 

Ga lut - exile - '' • d J f i serv1tu e un,er ore n 

T)OW rs . " Rut in i ts of aharit ha - yamim, the 

esta ishment of the o d society o on versal ju tice, rothe-rhood and peace on 

earth, the. essianic hope of our people is, far ~rom havin been con-

summated. The ultimate goal of our people reaches beyond a 1 nati nal restorations 

and overei nities Lo the t ·me "when they shaJ 1 not hurt nor destroy in all my 

holy mountain, and the arth shall be full of the kno 1 dge of God· the aters 

cover the 

~➔~•·f.A 
It Cfln do 

sea . " This as yet unrealized hope our 
~-d.,...!, ~ ~~ 'v,-

so today more hopefully as a r sult of 

peopl mu t con ·nue to proclaim/ 
.. ~ ,,, u • --- A..C:~--

what has transpired in J 

life . In a new , buoyant mood of achievement and vindicati n , th lead rs of 

people everywh~re may now de o e themselves to the totality of th essianic 

messaoe which , in spite of the establishment of the Stat of I rael , r mains 

unfulfilled. The rat work is yet to be don . 
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This has been a critical, a frightening week, as our world teetered on the 

brink of war and disaster. We are somewhat more relaxed now. Firmness on 

the part of our government, sanity in the councils of the Kremlin, and the quick 

intervention of the United Nations, have succeeded in averting a world collision 

whose appalling consequences we dare not even imagine. Our people, and I am 

sure the Russian t(;opl , and mankind generally, are grateful that the fuse has 

been dampened. We hope that ~ ill be more than a momentary reprieve, a 

L---" 

preach in the future to the solution of g~av int -1:0.at}onal issues, and that East and 

Wes~l not have to resort to threats of war and acts bordering on war, before 

agreeing -- as they ultimately must -- to quiet negotiation and mutual accomodation. 

It is clear that many such issues between East and West still remain -t solved• 

any of the differences between us will have to be left to the solvent of time. 

The two systems will certainly persist concurrently for a long time. This should 

be accepted as an axiom by this generation and the next, and the next. Neither 

the communists nor we are getting off the globe. We must all, therefore, make 

every effort to free ourselves from the emotional climate of the cold war. This, 

of course, applies equally to the communists as to us, for the cold war cannot be 

ended unilaterally. As a people, we should learn to live more wisely and less 
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excitedly, and to act more circumspectly and cooperatively in world affairs, 

exploring every avenue of possible agreement and bearing in mind that we can 
-6 , 

never have it all our own way. We should go about our national business without 

"' emotional tautness, certainly without self-righteousness, in the full knowledge 

that while the worst can happen, in all likelihood it will not; doing what we feel 

we ought to do at the behest of our own national traditions and principles, helping 

where we can, seeking no political compensation in return, craving no praise 

and deterred by no threats, looking first to the soundness and justice of our own 

economy and the well- being of our people. No one will rob us of our chosen way of 

life, nor will time rust our spiritual treasures, if we cherish them lovingly. 

We must learn to live on the same glcb wit the Soviet people and they with 

us. 

~~ Jll;Ml&L ti y to ted-tt e tensions ~(-J 
1 

Certainly there are great differences between their system and ou~atctt:r, 

but these differences cannot be resolved by the sword. The problem before the 

world tochy is not which system is the better, but how the two can keep from 

destroying each other - - and mankind. Both are strongly entrenched and suf

ficiently powerful that one cannot destroy the other without destroying itself. The 

question is then not which will bury the other, but whether a war, on ce unleashed 

between the East and the West, will not bury them both . 

. 
But, it is not of the latest crisis that I wish to speak this evening, nor of -

the general restless and exciting activity in the world about us, whether national 

or internation, which impinges sharply upon our daily lives, and may even cause 
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chr,rcecter of t1·•iH uniqur,:; people:) the cre.ato-;:- and protagonist tl->rou!",h the 

SRCS of a unique feith,. both of wl•r\rn sun,iveci to~ei:"'er ell the wa•f's anrl 

\veathcrs of the c~nturieB. Loyal Jews wi1l cio their \.ltmost in the cia~•s to 

come to st:1.·en!;then ,:lnd support t'be St.ate of Is-rael.. They will also work 

for a vital and dynamic Jud,dsm every-where. 'they wi11 imlce the ix t:ontri

buti.on ~o m:mkind in the future as their foref:1the-rs did in the past by 

rc:nainjn& r.:rue to themselves attd t.heir heritage. 

He S[J.lute Israel in joy ~.nd hope on this thirteenth anniversary .. 

""iay th6 Guardian of I~rnael prosper :l.t in the years to co."!le. "May Is
1
·eel. 

dwell in safety in <'l land of q:rain ~rn. wine .. 
0 Isra.e;l.! 

.who is 1 iice you~ a peoJ+\'~~Ht£ th 

~ 
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I am happy to pa~ticipa t e in~ pro ram,this evening and to share in th_:'. 

gracious tribute which you are paying to a man whom we all delight to honor. . ~ <> ~ 
Mazer. A grateful people pays tribute to a loyal son. When the full story of 

the prologue years of our n~tional re-birth is fi ally w itten, the name of Mr. ¥.ia.~er 

will loom la q e among those who contributed significantly to the economic growth and 

stability of Israel ~nd to its cultural and educational progress. o deeper satis-

faction can come to any man than the knowledge that a criti~al and challenging hour 

in his people's listo y, foun in him a prompt, generous and discriminating response. 

I am particularly i .pressed by¥.~. YAzer's deep attachment through the years to 

objeet1¥e& of the Hebrew University. I am not unaware of his many 

other interests which have proved so invaluable to the unfoldin life of the State of 

Is ael. But his firm grasp and unders anding of the role of a university in the 

developing life of the news a e have especi 

a new sb:ite are most often conceived of in t ~· 

and transcending 

aspiration. 

t em all, 

all, and determining them all, 

mind and Spirit, culture And education, herita e ~nd 

It w~s no accident tha alwost siwultaneously with the rise of the Zionist 

move~ent in the early eightees fthe 

Hibat,-Zion movement,~ the firs . 
Unive~sity ih Palestine were m~de, 

last centuryl::f-th the first appea ance of the 

1.:)1\,c> I"' S# 
~or the establishment of a Hebrew 

~ll'lik.~ 
or that the subject wa /'- oached at the First 

Zionist Congress :kklecs~ in 1897 
I 

or tha long before the State of Israel ~as 

proclaimed of the Hebrew un·versity WrtS laid in 1917 -- or that 
~L-J~-

ersity w 

A rtuna e, indeed, ' for it ,. k I' 
and man the numerous vital posts in 

f' -\#lllfic:~~fi'" I 
scientific training, assist in the 

I' 
dependence. 

quarter of a century before the 

ea gener tion 

government and adminiltratio and, by their-.----...,.._ 
\ 

t won its in-

• 
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The founde'r's 

human enterprise. Whenever any people in medieval 

it quickly expressed these new impulses 

unive~sity. As far as 

reverence for learning 

Wll 
the Jt?T-,ish people a.a. concerned, bearing in mind its traditional 

and -;l, tw-
1 

,) study, 'the beginning of wisdom is to 

ac tUi;e wisdom" -- and the • ,y prayer 
..JI .,, , ;,.; , z ~ 3 µ./, /i 1 _).J n 

I\ 
' 10 favor us with knowledge, understanding 

the 
I 

and intelligent discernment" 

evitable that simultaneouslv w~th its heroic efforts • re. 

it was in-

-
I 

its life in Palestine, it would la nch parallel and allied 

I 

project of 

huManities ~~Xl!UU c:ax;~:QjooCWllat: 
-t. .....-...- 1 ' 
-\0 ~U~ worl:9 ·today whicn is 
11hwt,SU.. Cn ~ • 
A erican peo le which h~s sud enly been co 

a e discovering a new reverence for lear 

and t 
:.l fl.,... 

e begin 

fronted with'4rJhallenging new world, 
~ 

and for g discip • of 

both 

S~QOl!n•eei.fJ and research. ave a1~.rays 
A 

tion, not alone -ee~~ the 

revolutionary faith of our peonle, its prophetic ethical code and the steadfast 

loyalty of our people to it, but -±-~ .. ~:SeA-mQ.~'1-;t,,Q,.a.nt:t=lt$~FP11~the sh igor 

of the Jewish mind, 

in so m~ny field, 

amazin ly 

which, after more th4n three 

'f' ) r <l j / ( / ' its 
I# -r 

jhousand years of 

vigor is not spent, and is still so 
/\ 

creative on the orld's stage. ct.. WW'}>Cih.c:.,.~, 
No one could, therefo~e, conceive of a modern Israel without _Mll.,_gr at 

~(i.,J ~,,.:.:Ir-~·~' " 
university, the Qaa~M-~ scientific institutes, technical colle 

-:;~e.:~~cen ers of learnin/and study. ~he Hebrew University has serv 

in many essen6ie.l ways. It has provided the co ntry (..) t 

1 
A 
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teachers, doctors, scientists, 

of the world here the desert is alwavs .. 
-JW 

enc o~chin upon the ':> 

~ 

, :lt has J'-to push back the desert, 

and o turn sand-wastes into 
~l.J. (.IV\ 

pl~ces of habitation. It h~s $~ fundamental 
A I' 

and applied res earch dy of. i.t.s 

~ 
f,atio al ~---- hrough archaeological '1:"'1::nt'.li&.- -1~~~~ 

~"' "'- ,. l. ,4) 

history ei.--e~-'l!!l!!ae'l~lali~.,_ Palestine. It ha c tributed to the pot 
.1,._.0CA .... ~~w-,,J ~ 

wiii-e,.i;~~~ ~io~e of the key id~as of o existence --

hundreds of experts, echnicians, doctors, political 

Africa, to share 

with t~ 
I 

fulfilling our ancient covenant with destiny 
f-

unto the nations, 

to bring the prisone~ out of the dungeon an 
v 

in da .,..kness. • '' 
r v~.L,3,,/---,..'-f';t-"' 

( Jewish se::t;rs•~~~~~~~ 

ields of Jewish tii~tory and literature, in a normal environment, free from 
... ~ ··~ .,.~ " 

.ou~~~rniS~~~s a e at work in 

complexes and twis are rJPW@:i:xi,rig revealing for us ~nd for mankind the 

our spiritual and cultu al contributions to ~ivilization. 

I see in the Hebrew University, as in every a.i::.aa-=-..,i;-A"~ university anywhere, 

rnqnkind's real hope for the future ~ in what they chieve that which i s really 

new, fr 
,r 

and promisin in our distraught world today . 
~ L-tl\V r~ ),\.A' ;-,o, 

lif~ 9' the world bout us, whether na ion'l or i terl"'ationa 
.., ' 

oom v ry 

pinge sharply upon our daily lives, and may even cause us uch pain 

r,,,-~~h , or to the progress and well- bein of ankind, thy re transient and ephemeral 

things . They are the news of the d y, but they contribute nothing to the newness 

of life, whet her of the in ividual o of ~ociety. 
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-the feudirig around Laos, or B lin, the Co .go or Cub-:1; 
I' 

or the strife· ....... in lgeria 

the harang11ps of Kruschcev and the counter-blasts of 
I'\ " 

Western diplomats. These, indeed, were the head-lies. But they will appear passing 

strange to readers a generation hence, or even a decade. 

·fuat was really new? All that was revealed and a~hieved duri g the ye~r 

whi h he~etofore had been unk own and unachieved. That was newt All doors to 

knowledge which were unlocked, all discoveries in the fields of the sciences, all 

that advanced man on his eternal pilgrima ~·e, all that rr:ade li.:e or-e just arrl noble, 

~nd added to th~ happin ~s of men, women and children. 

That was new! All the victori s ~ha.ch were ·on by mind and spirit over 

darkness and ignorance. 

my~teries of cuter space, 

to allev~a e human 

ade av&ilable, all that 

ian orb1 ting aro'l d the 

of energy which were 

poT-rer and s•cu~i ty th!:1. t was new• 
,,_. 

Whatever belon-.rs to the • . tasks of nkind, the 

works of teachers, artis s, pai~ters, sculptors, poets, musicians, the true 

wo1·ds which we e fearlessly spoken, the examples of sa r· fice and valor in behalf 

of the freedom of men, n3ti cns and races 

us; not the old things in new trappings 

thes were the new thins which came to 

like war, and thre~ts of war, like bombs 

which for all thei unpre edented destructiveness, are only dead refinements of 

pr'ni ive man's lethal weapons of bo~, spear, clut and battle- x. 

Sendin tanks and planes to backward natio.s to entice them into the lobal 

dance of death was n t new, nor of any rermanent value to civiliza ion, but the 

sending of doctors and medicin~s, techinicans and teache~s, food and raim nt to help 
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the~ out of their misery and squalor and enable the~ to reach a new life -- t hat 

is new, a positive and lasting good, which justifies the hope that so e dcly the 

sad im;i~e of what Man has ma e of an wil l be set aright and r.r~n wi 1.1 be free to 

unfold in the true imape of God. 

At the celebration of the opening of Johns Hnpkins Univ rsity in 1876, the 

eminent guest scientist, Thomas Huxley, declared: "I carnet say th3t I am in the 

slightest degree impressed by your bigness ( -E:.. the bigness of Ame~ica), er your 

material resources as such. Size is not grandeu, and territory does not make a 

nation. The great issue about which h~ngs a true sublimity, and the terror of over

hangir.g fate is ~h~t a~e you going to do ith all th~se thi s7 What is to be the 

end t o which these are to be the means7" 
I 

If this is the true criterion bf 

.a nk i:c ' s true d.es.t • 

the end, the goal 

g C 

,4erything that a to foster science and eduction, to inc ease 

the opportunities of young people to receive an educati0n and a better ednca.tion, 

everyth i ng that is done to improve the health of people, to provide ~o adequate 

housir.g, to make employment more sect:re, and to care rroee fully for the uriemployed, 

eve ything that is bei g done to nrovide care ~nd security for the aged, to increase 

the mi imum wage of workers and to combat bigotry and discrimination, to prorrote 

t~otherhood an cooper tion amon people -- al that, whatever the degr e of their 

P. succ ss, is ~e~lly new and brings us nearer to the true goal. Throu h Hebrew 

University which I b lieve has met the specifications for a unive sity set by Benjamin " -Disraeli: "A universijy sho11ld be a pl ce of li,ht, of liberty and of learning", 

Is ael and our people everywhere who suppo tit are makir.g their contributi n to 
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fk,, ~-.. ---
c,, new,~ constructive. promi~ and ;iiliw r~assuri ng, in the world today to 

Jf , . \ "if> 

I 

humanity 
IL 

With the establishment of 

the state a people, was not ended.k 

Tho hope of national restoraticn was always an integral ~art of its peo le's 

life. Our faith nurtured it and was, in turn, nurtured by it. Providentially. this 

long-defirred ho·Je came to fruition in our day j\. I » a blessed and glorious con-
,). 

eun~9tion which our generation was privileged to behold. It 8fl,Q,w,-M greatly exalt us. 

Our people always looked forward to the time of its restoration &s to a tirr.e of 

e-rea ness, elation and hope. "When the Lord will bring back the captivity of lion .••• 

they will say a~ong the nations: tne Lord hath done gr at thins with us. We shall 

,..ejoice." ~~at hPS so unexpectedly transpired in our day should re-cha ge our coura e 

for the greater tasks which lie ahead. Fo the ¥.essianic hope of our peopl has been 

realized only in part. Gal t - exile - ,u,.,.,c:;; r~• llilJ nd and shi'bud malkuyot, 
~ 

'~ se vitude op- foreign powe,..s. '' in it and unive sal sense of aharit 

ha-yamim, the establishme 

and peace on ea th, the Y.essianic hope of our people is, of course, far from having 

een consurn I=\ ed. The ultimate goal of ~:hoorl~txintnXJt&JtXrh n~x 
nxai:ixMµ~ ou people reaches beyond all national r storations and sovereign·ties 

to the time "when they shall not hut nor des roy in all my h ly mountai. and the 

earth shall be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea." This 6-:) " .. -J-
hope r• 

p oplexxxt:a~dxtkllx .ust continue to proclaim. 

It can do so today nore ho efully as a result of what has transpired in 

In~ new, buoyant mood of achiev men and vindication. the leaders of 

devote th mselves to the totality of the Messianic messag 

spi e of the establishm nt o the Sate of Israel. remains unfulfilled. The gre~t 

work is yet to be done. 

• 
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The H?_brew Unive~sity, in its dedica ed search for knowledge and truth, 

" ~ ~ ~ " 
in its services to ~n and nations, in its loyalty to what unites and helps men 

" in plae~•°':...i~~~.Mii~~__.~.,.Wllll~;;ij;¥;'?; peace and broth er hood - -
&( ..j. I 

( 

is Israel's principle gateway to the :JR,.,/ which lead to "' Q ~ ~~- }1>... fCJ,M -,. 
to the ultimate day of blessed reconciliat on when nations will not lift up sword~ 

vine and under his fig tree, and shall make them afraid." -----

cl~s ~es, races, re ional i~te ests and regional defens es of Eat and West. Our 

i ternati nal vocabulary is rich today in te ms whi h sug est competitive segments 
I' 

of h11manity and their strategies of c nflict. 

·; 
It is rather pocr in t~ rms suggesting/ 

thi latter concept / 

--------
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National A 11tht•m 

/11 vocatio11 

Di1111er 

WelcomC' 

Grecti11~s 

/11trocluctio11 

/fr111ar/.., 

Adclrc.n 

p /"C' .\C /1 (ll (I< Ill 

of A11·an/ 

RC\{'011\t' 

Be,wc/iction 

w 

~1Al Rl(l: HI G)'ER. 

... a warm, mcerc and dedicated man, who c mile and 
twinkling e e denote hi faith in the goodne. inherent 
in all mankind, Loui . Gros berg ha quietly been a 
'"work r'' for cau c beneficial to humanity . 

. . . imbued with thi pirit, he unfailingly an wer the call 
of hi community, hi countrymen and hi religion 
through the )Car by hi ervice with the nitcd Je\ i h 

pp al. I rael Bond , Loui D. Brandei Zioni t 
Di trict. Jewi h ommunity Council, Ada I rael ynagoguc 
and many other . 

. . . charactcri tic of hi under tanding of the importance of 
educating our youth-and of pre erving our tradition -
i hi devotion to the Jewi ·h Theological eminary, Boy ' 

lub of Wa hington, Ye hiva niver ity, Hebrew 
Academy, and over 30 year ' member hip in B'nai B'rith' 
Argo Lodge . 

. . . happily married to a talented and devoted woman, elia, 
they will celebrate their 34th wedding anniver ary on thi 
occa ion, ble ed with a lovely daughter, Perla, her hu band, 
Juliu and three delightful grandchildren, Jordan, 
Kenneth and Judith. 

ecutive ice Pre'>i<lent, B'nai B'rith 

:\IR~ f I <HU· • 11Ll R 

RABBI tH RY . E , l . B'nai Israel ongregat1on 

ABJ.{AHA:\t \ K Y. hairman. l ouis rossberg Dinner 

RI( HARD "-. I YO . Pre<,1dent, Jewi,;h ommunity ouncil of Greater Wa hington 

R,\ BBi S 1 \ I F\ R Bl O JTZ, Adas hrael . ynagogue 

R \BBi Hi R D l B 1, Provo<,t, Jewi\h Theological eminary of America 

I AB! I \ , K,\ I/, Pre.,1dent. B"nai B'rith 

:\tRS. :\tOl " DL E:.R, Pre ident, B'nai B'rith Women 

DR. BHA HILL L . ll "R. The emple, leveland, Ohio 

I ABH A "-. I Z, Pre-.ident , B'nai B'rith 
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