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THE AMERICAN Z IO NIST October-November 1961 

--Co11/Jicl aad Coexistence 

Differenc~s Not Resolved by the Sword 
I.· the thirlC'en prologue year-. of ib 

e:.. i-;tencC', the State of Isrnel ha:: 
cle:nly indicated the hn,-ic de,i!.!'n of 

its national life and the unfolding lines 
of its future development. 

By it faithful alleginnl'e to the demo­
ct atil- processes, IJy the dev{'lopment of 
it:s educational ·ystem and it:,; in,;litulions 
of higher learning, IJy ib advanced . ociul 
legi ·lation, by the aid whil-h it has ex­
tended to le:ss developed nation:, of Afril'a 
and A,-.ia, and by the maintenance of 
peace. in th1> face of boycott, IJlockade 
and the menacing contrivance-.. of ib un-
1econrilc-d neighbors, hrael ha :; announced 
the ground-tone of its chosen '"·ay of 
life, ils fundamental pu1·po:se:,; and it,­
dominanl interests as a nation, 11 this 
hl in complete accord \\ ith the ancient 
and noble traditions of our· people. And 
it i:. thi • which, in my humble judg-ment, 
make us rejoice today as I ·rael com­
pletes its thirteen prologue years of test­
ing and probation, even more than it:; 
~xtuordin::iry material progre,;s, 

Wha t now of the future? 
It wonld be nice if, to quote the poet, 

we cou'u "dip into the future and ilee 
the vbions of the world and all the 
wonder.,; that would be,'' but we cannot 
do it. 'o one can guarantee the future 
of a peop!e, or or the human race, but 
God Him,;elf, and He ha evidc.>ntly cho:,en 
to keep us guessing. He seem,_ to have 

aid to us, though not in o many word,;, 
keep working and have faith. The men 
in the -past who had faith and kr.pt work­
ing in de ·pite of all uncertainty and di:,;-

• coura•rement, won throug-h. The very ,;ue­
ce :; of our movement and the notable 
achievement::; in I rael are supreme 
tl'iumph:. of faith; for evct) lhi11g- point~d 
to cc-rtain failure and defeat. 

The days to come, my denr friend-., 
will make even greater demands upon 
our fuith and our perseveran1·e than ever 
before. hrnel will not bc- able to e~cape 
the political tensions and pre:-.,.:u1e,, of the 
world of which it is, and ,viii continue to 
be, a part. Grave, unsolved problem ·. in­
ternal and external - still 1·emain. Dan­
ger lurks upon its borders. The timid 
among u and those who are not inured 
to the hard pull and the long stretch 
will fall away. The brave of heart, tho·e 
who have faith in Israel, in Israel's de·­
tiny, in them elves and in the endless 
resources of the human spirit, the:.-1! will 
carry on, and will score rewarding vic­
tories in the exciting dnys whfrh lie 
ahead. Failh will be the bridge which 
will carry us over. 

T HE two roremo:st wo1 ld powers today, 
the United States and the Soviet t:nion, 
have both played a role in the formative 
year of the State of Israel, though their 
roles have not been oi equal weight. of 
rou1 .. e, or of equal important·e. ertainl~· 
our country has given Israel throu~h the 
year · continuous and generous upport 
which the Soviet Union ha:; not. But both 
counh ies will continue to play a role in 
the future o! the Sta te or Israel, whether 
po itive or negative. 

Thl' Soviet Union was the first mem­
ber of the United ation,.:, the fir:-t great 
power m the United ·ations, to speak 
up in l\Iay, 194i for an in"lependent Jew­
ish s tate in Palestine. Thi,; act wa$ mo­
mentou . The Soviet U nion was the second 
of the g1·eat power s to grant recognition 
to the State of Israel two day,- after it 
was establi ·hed. In his me ,.:age convey­
ing the official recognition of hi,- Govern­
ment, the then Foreign l\Jini,.:ter :\Iolotov 
expressed "the confidence of hi· Govern­
ment in the succe s ful development of 
friendly relations between the U.S .. R. 
and the State of Israel." That, too, was 
• f vital importance to Israel. 

Since then, the Soviet Union'3 attitude 
'°wards Israel baa u nder~one a steady 
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at times, to action or lack of action which 
was never intended. 

It was hoped that the l}ew admini:;tra­
tion would be less ·vague and hesitant 
in matters which affected peace and 
security in the Middle East. I recall, as 
you all do, the magnificent addre:-.s which 
Mr. Kennedy, then the Democ1 atic candi­
date for the Presidency of the United 
States, delivered before the Convention 
of the Zionist Organization of Amt.'rica 
just a year ago. I was pre:,;ent, and I 
shared the enthu ·iasm with which it was 
greeted. In the cour e of that major policy 
address, he declared: 

"There has been enough 1·hetoric in 
recent years about free tran:-it through 
the Suez Canal to float ever~· boat through 
it-but there has been no leader::;hip. Our 
policy in w a ... hington and in the United 
Nations has permitted defiance of our 
1956 pledge with impunity-indeed, with 
economic 1·eward. 

''If America' word to the world L to 
have any meaning-if the d<'l'isions and 
re ·olutions of the United .. •ations nre to 
be binding on all parties if the ~Iutunl 
Security Amendment which I co-,pon,or­
ed with Senator Dougla i!'l to have mean­
ing- if the clear, thoughtful langua"e 
of the Democratic platforn1 i • to have 
meaning-the influence of this nalion 
and other maritime powe1·s mu:-.t be 
brought to b ar on a ju:-.t solution that 
removes all di~crimination from the Suez 
Canal. ... " 

Unfortunately, the influence o! our na­
tion has as yet not. been brought to 
bear to remove the outrageous di:crimi­
aation again t Israel in the Suez Canal. 

Mr. Kennedy further declared in his 
address: 

"We have also had much rhetoric in 
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deterioration. The cold ,,.·at which ha-; 
<'ngulfcd lhe East and the We::,t, and the 
fevl'rish hunt for allie,;, regardless of cost, 
has SL>l the So\ i<•t Union courting the 
Arah Stale,;, even as the United State'! 
ha, h..'l'll COUI ting tlwm. It was a fore­
gone conclusion, of cour:-e, that these 
State:-., thc:se Arab State;;, would prove 
a broken reed to lean on, both for the 
East and the \Vest. The West ,...-as the 
first to <'Xperience the inevitable disil­
lusionment, and now the oviet Union is 
beginning to taste the bitternl'"'s of Arab 
unreliabilitr. Perhaps the Soviet Union 
will, before Jong, see the need to re­
app1 aise its po,;ition in the Middle East, 
and will take another look al Nasser 
and hi s alleged pi·o-Soviet sympathies. 

There is no rea:1on, in my humble 
judgment, why lhe Soviet Union, in ils 
com1lelling dri,•e for coexistence, should 
not find it possible to coex i ·l in friend-
hip with the State of Israel, in spite 

of the fad that I :1rael is a democracy 
and i,; determined to remain so. 

I was in the Soviet Union rerently. 
From what I aw and from what I heard, 
I wa~ confirmed in the position which 
I have muirtained 1 ight along. Plea»e 
do not read in any more than what I 
am going lo say. I know it i.; difficult 
to maintain this position, whkh I have 
maintained for quite a ni..mher of years, 
in the midst of the very foul and fear­
ful weather whkh has recently wept 
ov('r the international seene. But the 
prl' ent crisi,- actually unde1"cores this 
positi!,n. I ha\'e alway, believed in co­
existence of ~he lwo system,;, ou1;; and 
their.a;, and I have for year,- advoeated 
it. The Russians have adopted a wuy of 
life whic-h i:,; tlwir,;. I would not ch.1ose 
it for myself or for America. To us 
it hus ,lark and basic defects whil'h we 
cunnot ignore, a,; it ha:- certain mc>rits 
"hi.:h we .· houlJ 11ot undere.,;timate. But 
their way of life i· their:-, and whatever 
is w1·ong with il they themselves will 
have to coned in the future. 

It hns not been demonstrated thal the 
two ystems cannol exi t siJe by side. 
They each claim that they can - but ead1 
makl' · its own re~ervation::;. There i,; 
much, in my humble judgment, that eath 
can lenrn from the other, though neither 
at the moment seems to be inclined to 
al'knowledge it .. •either system ha s said 
the la,-t word. Both have undp1·gone 
l'hangc in the past, and undoubtC'diy will 
do ·o in the future. Life, the exigencies 
of life, may hring them mu{·h clo·er to­
gether, even though their dogma,.: and 
ideologies seem to be il'l'eeoncilable, 

Certainly their d ifferences cannol be 
resolved by the sword. The p1·oblem be­
fore the world today is not which ~ystem 
i • the better. but how the two can keep 
from de tro~•ing one another-and man­
kind. Both arc :1lrongly enlrenl'hed and 
ufficiently powerful that one cannot 

destroy the other without desttoying it­
self. The que~tion is then nol which will 
bury the other, but whether a war, orce 
unleasher' between the East and the West, 
will not bul'y them both. 

We mu ·t learn to live on the same 
globe with the Soviet people, even as 
they with us. There is no alternative. 
Neither they nor we a re invariably in 
the right. The leaders of both countries 
must try to t·educe ten ·ion,... ~lore sabre­
rattling will not improve lhe ituation. 
The b1·eaking up of the Geneva talks 
on a lest ban aud lhe resumption of 
nuclear weapon:.' testing by the Soviet 
Government in recent days are ~hocking 
examples of this dangerou:s abre-ra _tling 
whieh can only increa:se the dange1·,; to 
the peace of the worlo. 'othing can be 
a id of what ha::. come out of the Soviet 

Union in the last few days, but utter 
and complete condemnation. The peoplea 

recent years a bout the a1·ms race in the 
Middle Ea t. I p1opo e that an inter­
national effort be made to limit an arms 
race in the Middle East with a realiza­
tion that if thi is not accompli,;hed, we 
shall not permit an i111hala11ce to exist 
which threatens the right of any country 
to self-defen:;e." 

The arms race in the Middle Ea,-;t has 
not been limited, and a dang-(•rou • im­
balance threatening the !:;ecul'ity of Is­
rael and its right to '-elf-defcn:-e has 
been permitted not only to exi,t but to 
develop even more ominou:-ly. 

Further, ~Ir. Kennedy ~aid: 
"I propo e that all the authority of 

the Whi te Houc:e be u:-l•d to call into 
conference the leader of J...rael and the 
Arab States to con ider ptivately their 
common problem!-l, as. uring them that we 
support in full their a ~piration:- for peace, 
unity and independence and a better life 
-and that we are prepared t-0 back up 
this moral commitment \\ ith el·onomic and 
technical ac:si~tance. 

''The offer ~hould be made with equal 
franknes • to both ides ... an1l I promi ·e 
to wa!-lte no time in taking that initiative." 

The national pre!-ls has Hported that 
the Pre~iilent did contact tl1e heads of 
the Arab :;late~ and of J,..rael. What hac: 
been the reaction of the A 1 ab govern­
ments and of 1:-racl to thi-.. pre,idential 
initiative? Who al'cepted hi-. good offices 
and who reje\.'ted them? Whkh govern­
ment wa:,; cynieally 1nepared lo bear the 
burden of breaking the peact•? And will 
this un ·olved problem now be allowed to 
re..t there? 

And what of the Arab hoyrott a,:rain,t 
American firms trading ,, 1th I-:rael which 
is continuing unabated while our govern­
ment submit supinely to Arab di~rimi­
nation practiced against American citi­
zens? The Arab League continues to dic­
tate to our State Department the eon-

of Lhe wol"id an~ waiting for a sign of 
a new und inspired statesmanship both 
in the Kremlin and the White House. 
The old has led us no\\ here, only from 
one nisis to anoth<'r. That i,; why my 
po,-;ition through lhe year;; has been lhat 
the two gystems should not be afraid 
to tl'ude with each other in goods or in 
ideas. Let lhem compete in only one way 
-whi{·h syskm can do more !or it:-; people. 

I T i,-;, therefore, not as enemie;; of the 
Soviet Union or in order to increase ten­
sion:'\ thal J and others draw attention 
to the unfavorable position in which lhe 
Jewish people, as a nationality group, 
finds itself in the Soviet Union today. 
As indi vidual:;, Jews fare no better and 
no worse there tha n all other Soviet 
citizens. Il would, of cour::;e, be untrue 
to suggest that all anti-Semitism has 
been eradicated ther·e, thal it vanished 
with the coming of the Revolution, This 
would be a utopian assumption, I am 
afraid , even for the United States. Bul 
cultural and religious discrimination is 
undoubtedly being practiced against the 
J ewi,;h minority in the Soviet Union. The 
fun damental law off the U.S .8.R. grants 
eulturnl au tonomy and equality to .di 
nationality groups. They have a right 
to lheir own language, schools. pres: and 
other cultural activities. This ha'l been 
one of the honorable and pi-ou<l boasts 
of the Soviet Union. The Jewi,-h na­
tionality group, however, becau'le il is 
an extra-tenitotial community, so to 
,;peak, not centered in any one tr>nitory 
or region of the Union, has, in fad, 
heen 1lc•11ied these right,-. 

'nder Lenin, and !or a time thereafter, 
Jewi:-.h nationality rights were not only 
t·ecognizPd in the Soviet Union hut imple­
mcnt<.'d. Th~ teaching of Yiddish and 
Hebrew was not interdicted. There was 
a Yiddi:-:h prPss and a Yiddish and He­
brew theatre, and in localities where 
Jt•ws were predominant, there were Jew­
i:-h ~oviets nnd com ts of law who;;e bu ·i-
11ess "as conducted in Yiddish. There 
were Yiddi;;h gchools attended by tens 
of thousands of Jewish children. Under 
Stalin, the::;e J"igl1ts were brutally abro­
gated and a campaign of pe1•:-.ecution 
tainted with a thinly-vei led anti-Semitbm 
set in. 

With the death of Stalin and his oi­
fic-ial "depreciation," if you might call 
it that al the Twentieth Party Congress 
in 1956, the ituation ea,-ed somewhat, 
though many of the obnoxiou:; practices 
still remain, Yiddi~h wri ter~ who had 
been executed under the Stalin terror and 
purge~ have been offidally reinstated 
and some of their works have been re­
cently publi:-1hed. Bergelson, Schweitzman 
- I picked up their: books on the shelve:"4 
oi a Moscow bookshop. The works of 
Sholom Aleichem, Mendele Mocher Se­
forim and I. L. Peretz have also been 
publisheJ. The myth that no Yiddish 
reading public exists in the Soviet Union 
has been expo~ed. A half-million Jews 
still claim Yiddish as their mother-tongue. 
A few day-; ago, the very fir;;t Yiddish 
pt.>riodical since 1948, a bi-mon thly literary 
review, made it-; appearance in Moscow. 

But much still remains to be corrected. 
I had occa:-.ion lo discuss these matters 
at great length with some important So­
viet officials. I am inclined to the belief 
that further progress in the direction of 
granting the Jewish minoi-i ty in the So­
viet Union the ,-ame cultural and religious 
consideration" which are accorded all 
other nationalities and religious group~ 
can still be made, given a friendly and 
insistent world Jewish opinion. 

I share the opinion o! the former Am­
bassador to the Soviet Union, Mr. George 
F. Kennan, who wrote in hi~ recent book, 
R us.<iia and the ·w est Under LeniK • nd 
Stali11.: 

ditions under which American companies 
shall carry on their commercial activities 
abroad, which A mcrican ships shall be 
allowed to call at Israeli port., and 
whether J ewi:-h :-en·icemen can . erve at 
American service ha,-eg abroad. It i • 
baffling indeed. A g-overnment which can 
defy the might l•f the Soviet in defense 
oi the rights of Gt>nnan eitizen in West 
Berlin, finds it i11ad\"i-;able or impo,~ible 
to defend the right:- of it~ own citizens 
in Saudi Arauia .... J .. thi~ the pl'ice 
,,,_hich we are teqt,ii-ed to pay for Arab 
votes in the 11ited Xation"-votes which 
indeed nre seldom forthcoming? 

I BELIEVE that in the:-e matters, too, 
things are likely to change for the better, 
if a friendly and per-.i,;tent 1n1blic opinion 
makes itself he8l'd in the councils of 
governmc-nt. I fully realize the Govern­
ment's preoccupation with international 
problems. But peac<' in the ~1iddle East 
i.'I a very, very gruve matter. The good­
will and good intention::: or Pre~ident 
Kennedy and hi._ administration are be­
yond question. But, :I!" the Pn:.ident him­
self put it, "there ha.: been enough rhetoric 
in recent 3 eaic:.'' Adion ic: now impera­
tive and eagerly a\\aited. 

Let me conclude with the words with 
which I began: ''Faith will he the b1 idge 
\\hich will carry u-. O\'er." The-.e are 
grave, uncertain, and, in a ~en:;e, dang<'r­
ous times for all nation~ an<l for Israel. 
But the lac;t thirteen years have abo 
marked a wonderful new beginning for 
our people. 

Our anei nt pi-ophl'l-. looked back upon 
the period of the Exodus from Egypt 
and the sojourn in the wilderness as upon 
the bright, early morning o! their race, 
the golden period in the hi ·tory of their 
people. They spol,;e of it with deep Jove 
and nostalgia . "I remember the devotion 

"I am inclined to ascribe deep anJ 
encouraging significance to some of the 
changes in the character and structure 
of lhe Soviet regime lhal have +aken 
place tiince Stalin's death. The dra:-tic 
alteration in the role of the police has 
C'Onstitult'ri a basic change in the nature 
and the gpirit of the Soviet society. It 
has al~o allered somewhat the character 
of the _>oliti<:al J)rocess, particularly in 
the senior echelons of the Party, away 
from the horror of unadulteral{,d police 
inti iguc and in the direction of a rudi­
mentary parliamenlarianism, at least 
within the Central Committee .. .. The re­
laxation of lhe Iron Curtain has, to date, 
remained within modest limits. But I 
think it has gone so far that it would 
not be easy to bottle up again the in­
tellectual and cultural life of lhis talent­
ed people as il was bottled up under 
Stalin." 

I do not believe that Russian Jewry 
should be written off. I do not believe 
thal the three mill ion Russian Jew:1 
should be written off. Many have un­
doubtedly been assimilated in the pa~t 
forty year:;, having been den ied Jewish 
cultural and religiou education, and 
having been cut off from contaet with 
world J ewry. In some in · tances thi::. a s­
~imilation was self-willed and eager. But 
many have retained an unshaken racial 
loyalty and an hislorie attachment, which 
though not vocal are strong and un­
m istakable. 

I wa,- told by someone who knows that 
the day the rocket we11L up in Isral•l, 
the J ews agsembled in the ~ynagogue and. 
went around and :,hook each other's hand 
and said J!azd To11. 

I wu,- told that in the iilm /e;-;tivul 
the1e l sl'ael also participated and showed 
~ome oi the moving pictures ptoduced in 
Israel. Every countl'y was allowed an 
evening for a showing. The tickets for 
the Israeli showing were sold out weeks 
ahead in Moscow at five ruble,; apiece, 
and thou·ands couldn't. get ir. It was 
not a great film, some documentary about 
development. And those who did get in 
wept; and many of them houted with 
joy when some achievement was recoided 
on the screen before their eye~. 

I was told by someone that last Simd1as 
Torah, before the Synagogue in Lenin­
grad ten thousand Jews crowdl1 d the 
street:-; and danced for joy-for S,mclta• 
Torah. 

I mention these i::.olated incidents not 
to give you the imp re ·sion at all that 
Jewish life in the Soviet Union i:; vigor• 
ou::; and vib1·ant-it isn't-but to indicate 
that lh,. re is still a great yearning for 
identification with K ol l'israel among 
the many Jews of the Soviet Union, that 
there is st ill a spark, that there is still 
a sense of hi :;tory and remembrance on 
the part of tens of Lhousands of t hem 
which should not be written off. And 
I believe that if this trend which has 
developed in the last few years and which 
has made itself manifest in these isolated 
instances of the publication of Jewish 
books and so forth continues and is en­
couraged by friendly and persistent pub­
lic opin ion, then perhaps more can be 
done in this direction. I certainly do not 
believe that Russian J ewry should i.. 
written oif. 

T HE United States has played a major 
role in the formative yei>.n of the Slat• 
of Israel and it has been consistentl,r 
friendly, though at times vague, hesitant 
and involved. Because of this lack o! 
precision, it has, on occasion, disturbed 
even friends who never questioned its 
fundamental goodwill. In troubled time·, 
indefiniteness in matters of national 
policy may lead to international mi:1-
under · tandings, misinterpretations anJ, 
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of your youth, your love as a bride, how 
you followed Me in the wilderne:.:s, in a 
land not c;own. Israel was then holy to 
the Lord, the f i 1st fruits of 11 is har­
vc!'t.'' The prophets Amos, Micah, Eiekiel, 
and the later Isaiah, all recall with 
tenderness and affection the days of Is-
1'<,el':; youth, the days of freedom, selection 
and marvelous promi:-e. The first Shir­
the first song of glorious rejoicing in 
God-,, as c;ung, said the RabLi.:;, not by 
any of the Patt inrch , but by :\Jo es and 
the Children of hrael after lhey e:-eaped 
from Egypt. 

The,e prophets knew, of course, how 
often the people had sinned during thei r 
wandering,;; in the wilderne"''-, the wor­
ship of lhe Golden Calf, and of Baal 
pe'or. They knew of their endless con­
tC'ntion: and murmuring~. They knew 
al~o of the hitter 11hysical prn-ations and 
~uffering,; of the people in their wander­
ings through "that great and terrible 
\\ ilderne:-s.'' Xc,·ertheless, they looked 
hack upon tho,-e days of great new he­
g-inning, as glorious and creative days 
when J,1ael :o<'t out upon it~ career as 
a nation. 

Onr gencl'ation, too, has been pl'ivileged 
to witness an Exodus and to enjoy the 
hright, early morning of national rebirth. 
A g1 eat and tl!rrible wilderm•~", where 
millions or our people peri:-hed, led us 
at long la'-t to frccrlom an,l to reborn 
hopl•,;;. A g-lorious radiance will always 
:-hine over the h<'ad • of this generation. 
Future a~es will look back upon this 
period of Jewi,;h history with pride and 
no:,talsda. They will be moved to say: 
Kaclrslt J"a111c1111 kc-Krdcm- renew our 
day with the couiage and grandeur of 
the days of old. 

May we, of thi s favored generation, 
tried, heavily burdened, prove ourl-lehes 
worthy of our privileged destiny. 




