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Rabbi and Mrs. Abba Hillel Silver on their 
return from Soviet Union. 

P llll n Dealer l"h t" < Durllty B rumh:irhl 

Rabbi Silver Reports 
on Russian Advances · 

* 
capitali. t We. t, although not 
all of them ha\'e thought 

' progres which the country ha throu 0 h the implication. o[ co
made in education. Il has pret- exi tence in term: of the self
ty well tamped out illiteracy, re traint which th ir go\ern-

• and its y tern f education, mcnt mu. t come to exefci:e in 
covering all branches, i of hi h foreign affairs and in the pro
and exacting standard, and af- ce: of encouraging o-call d t 
fords every opportunity to movement. of national libera-
oung people, esp cially to tion m other countricg, 

tho e of exceptional ability. I ha\'e alway, helievcd in <'O· 

PPoplt'I Friendlr c. ·i. 1 ence and ha\'c for year 
aclvocat d i1. The Rll . ian. ha\Z 

, Th people are fricnctl~, ager adopted a way of life \\'htch i:;; 
to learn, patient, c~nfiden an.cl their . I woulrl nol choo · it 
ver~ proud of then· . o~ntrt ~ for my elf n~· fo r merica. It 
ach1everr~ent , . e ~ ~tall~ h. t ha ha. ic senou: dE-foct. \\ h1ch 
out tandmg cientific ac wve• · annot ignore even a. it hai-

~ rn nts of _recent year.-and i1s m it- \\.'hich ,, hould not 
, v1ctone • m the la t war. They undere timatc. But their way 
do not _eem to he r ~ntful of of life i their and whatever 
1_he regime under which they wron with' l they them-
hv • eJve will ha\'e to correct 

. ot ~11 the people of the o- the future. 
v1et Union are unaware of\.\ hat 
goes on in the West. They know Both Ar han ing 
that the people of the We. tern It ha· not been demon tra
countrie , particularly tho ' e •1f ted that the two y tern can
t he nited tates, have a high· not ex1 t side by :ide. There i,
er standard of living and po • much that etch can l am from 
.c far more materiul good. th other, though neither 
than they do. Th ~· are not al th moment . ccm to b 
all contemptuou o( thc.e ad- dined to acknowled~e 
vantag , and they hope ln ac- Neith 1· ·y . tem ha. , aid 
quire them in due tim • la. worrl. Bo h ha\·e und r -

ut _ th~' ar fully ~ rsuad ct gon c·hang in the pa. t and 
t~at, rn rm icr,ll_r. their_ \\'ay O~ uncloubtedly will rlo . 0 in the 
hf and the :oc1ety which 1he:,. futur . Life ml'! , hring th m 
:ire bu1ldin~ RI' b l tc~-, m0 , much ·lo~ r 1o~cther. 
ju. t anrl more intrr -. mg anrt though their dogma, anrl 
that the futur he. '' tth th m. ogie ·ecm t b world 

Th r an he no doubt left _in and irrecon ilable. 
1 he mind ven of a ca w1l v1 . • 
itor to the oviet l nion that Certainly their 

cannot he r ·oh·ed by 1 he th government of the country 
1!". a tight dictator hip and th;i.t -wol'd• The problE'm b fore the 
th fre dom which lh We t- world toda:',· i~ not \\'hich ,y • 
Prn p ople,;; ch ri h are <'tther tern i: 1 he better, hut how I h 
nonexi. t nt or ar . hr11ply cil • t\\'o can k<'ep from rl <.troying 

Pach oth r ;incl mankind. rum crib d. 
Then' i no fr pre!-. . Tht>re Both Arc> :tron 1: cnlr nchcrl 

• 0 and ·utticic .tly 1, 1\ P- 1 ttt l that 
ii: b 11 one pohtir'.l ff'· :-, • on <'nnno1 rlc~ r11y thP olh<'I' 
one .· pre ·e him:elf 011 an~ \\' ilholl de tr0,·hr itself 
. ocial. political or even ultura l • .~ • 
problem in R wav whkh nevi- '~h ~u lion 1 • tl,c,n not 
:ite from th pre cribed party which "11! burr th<' oth r, but 
lin . Reli iou wor,hip i. t l 1·- whe1h r " \\ ar. once unlca,-hcd 
ated in a sharply limited num- b _tween the Ea. t anrl th We , 
b r of churche~ and , ynagogue:. will. not bury them b~ h. . 
bu rcligio11 erluration of the \\ mu ·t learn to hve en the 
youth I prohihited. . ame glohe wi ~ th ~m i~t yco- r 

The place. of wor. hip which pl ;ind th Y with II'-. • _either .. 
ar functionint:: ar fillf'd wi h th Y nm· \\' nr alway. in the 
\\'Or hip r.. hut. mo. ti~• 0lde1· n~ht. The leaders of ho1 h 
p opl . countrie, mu~I tr: lo 1· duce 

All W nt Pea<' 
t<'n. ·ion . Th people. of the i 
,, or iel Rl'r. "aitin~ for ~ign.- of 

The pe pie to whom I pol·c, a n~w and in pirerl : ate ·man. 
men and women in official !if<'. -hip hoth in the l~rcmlin nd 
academician~. prof r , : ion a 1 the Whi e Hou.-r.. 
people. director" o( factol'ie The old i, kadin~ u - no
and collcctiv farm.,. and \\'Ork- wher , nnly from one r ri . i. to 
ing people g n"rally, all e. - another. Let u. nn1 b afraid 
pre ed in th cour e of our to trade with each other in 
conver ation ;:i mo, t <'arnc l good. or in iclea!". . Let " " com
hop for rnrld p ace. Peac pe e in on!~· one wa) "hich 
e med to be on c,·eryone·. lip. . y. tem can rlo mor fnr it peo-

Their ountry ha not ) rt ple 
fullv re o,· r d from the hon 1-
hle • ·azi r;n•a e.s nf the J,1'-I 
war, m which Ru.- :i n ra. u;il
tie w r :1ppalhn~- Tl,"y ;:ire 
\ en· incer e ,,·hen t hev , peak 
of p a dul <'oexi. ten e ~\'ith the 
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, REDS REVISITED AFTER 26 YEARS- 6,/ ..... 1 
1 Rabbi Silver Reports 
' on Russic1n Advances 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silt:er and Mrs. Sil i:er returned yester
day from a four-week journey to Eu,rope which included 
three weeks in the Soviet Unioti. In the accompanying article 
he recounts his ob ervations in Ru~sia and some thoughts 
inspired by them. 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
_,_ Rabbi of the Temple 

JJ I was in the oviet Union 26 years ago, and I 
<r wished to see what progress the country had made 
,,; since that time. My impressions are necessarily sketchy, 

since a short visit of only three weeks is quite insuffi-
':> 
.,, cient for a atisfactory survey, even though one has 

1 been following developments in books and newspapers. 
The country has certainly made remarkable 

progress. Thi is apparent even to a casual observer. 

f The tempo of its technical and industrial ad ance has 
been extraordinary. Great ---
construction projects 

r , everywhere in sight. 
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It is idle to peculate wheth-
1 er as much or more could not 
ha.ve been accomplished within 

, 45 years by a progre ive and 
democratic government with
out the costly and tragic social 
upheavals which took place. 

The people, at least in the 
cities, are better dre ed and 
appear to be better fed than 
before. There is still a severe 
hortage of housing, and family 

living quarter leave much to 
be desired. But many new 
apartment houses which prom
ise somewhat more pace for 
families are being built. 

Goods ~lore Plentiful 
Consumer goods, while still 

very limited, are more plenti
ful than before, and prices, 
while still high, are consider
ably lower than in the past few 
years. 

Wages are scaled by fLxed 
categorie -not all Ru sian cit
izens receive the same pay. The 
average is, by our standard , 
low, but the \ ages are sup
plemented by free medical care, 
free education, all the way, for 
children, paid vacations, very 
low rent, and old age pensions. 

There is no unemployment. 
Theater, music, the cinema and 
sports, of which the Russians 
a.re very fond, are available to 
them at low cost. 

Particularly impre ive is the 

Continued on Page 7, Column 1 




