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ine is the pleasant dut" to trans it toni~ht , ur tri ute to a man 

wh m ,~u h ~ 1e chosen to h ~nor. T presume that T a e een giv n tis orivile~e 

because the recipient oft e honor has lon~ been a member of my flock, e 1en 

thou~h he is only infrequently to be found in the green pa tures of Temple 

attendance and is not too often comforted h~t e rod and staf f of 89' 
.. i'J~~ .;, 

shepherding. As I look over th~udien , am persuaded that this phenomenon 

" C/V 

is not at all It is more likely, however, that my selection is to 

be attributed to the very warm friendship which has existed between our families 

over these many yeas. Any man up n whom a comnunity institution ec;tows a 

mark of hi~h distinction receives an heirloom worth _, of a kinfs. J 

Thi ic; p<"rticularly true when the honoring instit1tion is a hospital, 

an ag~ncy whic is so vital and indispensable to th health and well-being of 

our citizenc;. 
a, J • 

The ~orlern hospital is evidence not 
/\ 

remark ble ~dvances 

which science has made in our rlav, hit o~ the noble t humanitarian orincioles 

wri hare at work in our communities. Pere the mind and soul of our civilization 
-"I/ o-1 ~ 

meet in cnnco d, and cooperate for the benefit nf man. r.,er one l<-nows that 
I 

the beset tin?, fear of our a~e is tra t the tli i n~s of the . ind 

thin~s of the soirit and so hr·ng our world to the ed~e of calam·t and disaster. 
r-

T he '110dern hospital, were meticulous research and the most advanced scientific 

techniques ar placed at the service of man, to alleviate his suffering, to 

prolon" his life and generally to increase his well-bein, s the supreme 

to what science, when it is 1ided not only by the love of abstract 

truth but by love of humanity, can do for the security and enric ment of human 

life and the progre s of s ciety. 



1l 
,~ 

The hospital has al·-,ays made an especial appeal to men of true 
/\ 

religion who revered science, and to the s iritually-minded scientists. 

~ne understands whv a man like Alhert <;chweitzer, for example, a pastor, 

the principal of a t eolo,,ical colle~e of important "4'Jis'1111as 

' \ 'M 
orks, d cided at the a 0 e of thirtv to hegin the ~tud• of medicine and to 

q alif 
¥ . ... 

himself AS a surwon, so th t ~e en ild Oto entral frica, and . 
{ 

there bu ; ld a ospital to tend to the needs of helpless n tives and to fight 

lenrosy and the slee ·n~ sickness in the tropics. Prom time immemorial, the 

sick were cared for at shrines and temples, and throu hout the ages, 

religious bodies, whether of the c urch or the s _,nagogue, ministered to the 

sick, especially the poor and indi ent. 

- r-i~ 
Among our people -- d;.:_:~~::Sd:t=,~;:_.~solicitude for the sick, 

was re~arded as a supreme virtue whose fruit a man enjoys in this vorld, 

while the capital remains for him in the world to come. It is quite likely 

k that the Jewish people were the ff st to build hospitals. 
A 

This evening a great institu~ion of healin 

- ~i ~ 1 <11 , h ~ 7 ~ 
to pay honor to a man wh~ has served tE faiihfully 

" 

in our co 
r..J...., (A 
thro~gh t e 

his devotion and vision has notably contributed to its growth an~ expan ion. 

I speak, of cou-rse, of \1,-. <;ylvester Flesheim, who toni~ht relinquishes the 

office of prestdent of the Po~rd of Trus ee of t. Sinai Ho~pital which he 

has held since 1qsq. Prior to th...,t time, beginnin~ in lQSl, he WAS ,,ice

president of the noard. In 1952, he W8S named chairman of its ~uilding 

Committee, and in 1q53, chairman of the ount Sinai tto . pital Plannin~ Commission. 

In these caoacities, r. Fles eim was intim8telv associated with the lar e-scale 

develop ent nrogram which has so markedly 'llOdernized and expanded the 
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T 
facilities of ount Sinai and placed it among the front-rank hospitals of 

our state. Mr. Flesheim ~•df~l•t•l!!!!l'JII!.-..,~ of his time a . cl ene~gy to~ 
I\ 

pro~ram and followed with rare dedication its realization, through the 

period of construction, step by step. 

There is an old proverb: "The hand that gives, gathers, and he 

~ives nothinc who does not give himself". , tr . Flesheim gave hims He 
6/J. c- - , "-

not only supported 1 oHnt Sinai generously , tbut·contributed is 
J... r-, 

inter sts 
1 

affect· the gifts of his trained, eff 
~ ~ 

resons i bi 1 i ty 1iFIQliHi• unf 1 agg i 

' {v-
is vanity in mer~ ~ivin, hut not when one ~ives himself totally and eagerl 

f+=, .. 
to a goorl cause as r. Flesheim has. 

Tn deep anpr~ciation of his vears of faithf 11 service so !ova 1 

rendered, t e ~o~r<l of Trustees of 01nt ~ina pital has commission d 

a ortrait of r. leshei to e pa• ed w , ich will ~ hun~ int e ospital . 

Tt is resentino to him also the fol wi o certificate f honor: 

June 14, 1061 
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THE MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL OF CLEVELAND 

Certificate of Honor 

Sylvester W. Flesheim 

We the Trustees of The Mount Sinai Hospital of Cleveland award this 

Certificate of Honor to Sylvester W. Flesheim in recognition of his 

distinguished leadership as President of the Board of Trustees , 1959. 1961. 

His tenure as president has climaxed twelve years of dedicated and 

o·.1tstanding service during which time he has also served with distinction 

as Chairman of the Mount Sinai Planning Commission, Chairman of the Building 

Committee, and Vice President of the Board of Trustees . 

He bore a major share of the responsibility for the Mount Sinai Development 

Program from its inception, and the excellence of that program owes much to 

his knowledge, his integrity, his leadership, and his high ideals of 

h nitarian service . 

In making this award to him, we wish to express our very great admiration and 

our most profound appreciation of the brilliant contribution which he has 

personally made to the advancement of the hospital and to the well-being of our 

community. 

The Board of Trustees 
Mount Sinai Hospital of Cleveland 

June 14, 1961 



TRI~UT! 
to 

SYLV~T!R W. FLESHEIM 
Spoken by 

RABBI ARBA HILLEL SILVER 

ine ts the pleasant duty to transmit tonl~ht y ur trt ute to a 

man whom you have choaen to honor. I presume that T have been ~tven thia 

prtvile e bec~u e the recipient of the h nor has 1 n~ been a memher of my 

flock, even though he ts only tnfre uently to be found in the green pasture• 

of Temple attend nee and ts not too often comf rted b the rod and staff of 

my shepherding. As I look over this dtsttn~utshed audience, I am persuaded 

that this phenomen n 19 not at sll pee liar to him. It ts more likely, however, 

that my selection ls to b attributed to the very w rm friendship w ich h s 

existed between our familte over these many years. 

Any man upon whom a comaanlty tnatttutton bestows a mark of high 

distinction receives an heirloom worthy of a king. This ls particularly true 

when the honoring lnstttutlon ts a hospital, n a ency which ts so vital and 

indispensable to th~ health and well-being of ur citizens. 

The modern hospital is ctvtltzatton at its finest flowering. It ts 

nt~ence not only of the remar~ahle a vances whtch science has made tn our day, 

but oft e noblest humanitarian principles which are t work in our corrmuntties. 

Here the mind and soul of our ctvlltzatton meet in concord, not tn c nte t, 

and cooperate for the eneftt of man. ~eryone knows that the besettin~ fear 

of our a~e ls tat the tin~~ of the mind may out-run the things of the spirit 

and so hrlng our wold to theed e of the wt derne~• of cal mtty and dis ster. 

The modern hospital, where mettculou aearch and the mot ad anced sclentiftc 

techniques are placed t th ervic• of man, to alleviate his suffering, to 

prolong ht life an ~ r '1• to lncre e ts well-b tn, ts the supreme 

testament to wh t science, when it l~ tldN not only by the love of ab tract 



truth but by love of humanity, can do for the ecurtty and enrichment of 

human life and the progre•• of eociety. 

The hospital, where one see• so much of the aadne s of life as well 

as its re-born hop••• has always made an especial appeal to men of true 

rell ion who revered science, and to the sptrttually-mtnded scientists. One 

understands why a man like Albert Schweitzer, for example, a pastor, the 

principal of a theological college and an author of important work• on 

religion, decided at the age of thirty to begin the study of medicine and to 

qualify himself as a surgeon, so that he could then go to Central Africa, 

and there build a hospital to tend to the needs of helpless natives nd to 

ft ht leprosy and the sleeping stckne9s in the tropics. From time immemorial, 

the sick were cared for at hrine and temples, and throu~hout the a~e•• 

relt~tou9 bo1ies, whether of the church or the vna ogue, mini9tered to the 

sick, especia 1 ly the poor nd indt~ent. 

mong our people -- ~tkur Cholim -• solicitude for the sick, was 
~ regarded as• supreme virtue who fruit• a man enjoys in tht~ world• while 

the capital remains for him tn the world to come. It ls quite likely that 

the Jewish people were the very first to build hospitals. 

Thia evening a great institution or healing 1n our C0111'l1Unity wishe• 

to pay honor to a man -- a distinguished citizen of our city, a force for good 

tn our community, who haa served it faithfully through the years, and by hia 

devotion and vl 1 n has notably contributed to its growth and expansion. 

I speak, of course, of Mr. Sylv ster Fleaheim, who tonight rellnqulshea the 

office of president of the Roant of Truateea of Mt. Sinai Hospital which h 

has held since 1959. Prior to that time, beginning in 1951, he was vic•

pre~ident of the ~oard. In 1qs2, he wa8 named chairman of its Building 
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Co11111tttee, and in 195l, chairman of the Mount ~inai Hosoital Planning Con111isston. 

In these capacities, Mr. Fleaheim waa intitMtely associated with the large• 

scale development pro~ram which has so markedly modernized and expanded the 

facilities of Mount ~inai and pl aced it amonR the front-rank hospitals of 

our state. Mr. Flesheim1 as a lay-man. carefu ly acquainted himself with the 

intricate problems of the hospital and gave of his time and energy to its un

folding program and followed with rare dedication lta realization. through 

the period of construction, step by step. 

There ta an old proverb: "The hand that gives, gathers, and he give• 

nothing who does not give himself." Mr. Fleahelm gave himself. He not only 

aupported Mount Sinai gen -rously, as others have done, but he contributed 

his alert lnteresta, the gifts of his trained, effective mind, his wide 

experience, stron~ r~sponslbillty, un-flagglng attentiveness and firmness of 

purpo • to It. omettmea there la an element of vanity in mere giving, but 

not when one gives himself tota ly and eagerly to a good cause as Mr. Fleshel■ 

has. 

In deep appreciotion of ht~ years of fait fut ~•rvice •o lo •ally 

rendered, the Board of Tn.i~tees of MotJnt ~1nal ffosottal has eomrniswinned a 

portrait of Mr. Fle9heim o be painted whtch will be hung tn the hospital. 

It t~ presentln~ to him also the follawln~ certificate of honor: 




