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In Sept.aber, 1962, the Congreg tion Redet ~halca of i ttaburgh 

imited rq claauate, Abba Hillel Silftr• to speak at a celebration 

'llhicb the concregation or1ani1ed in honor ot ,q ••ventieth birthday. 

A tev •ontha later, I w•nt to Cleveland to apeak at the celebration 

beld bf Tbe Te•;>le tor Abba Hillel Silver•• •••~ntietb. 'Ibis exchange 

ot •1•1ta bad beoome a sort of tradition, I had been caaing to Cl.neland 

and he to Pitt1burgh for our respective anniveraar:, celebrl!tiona for a 

number of year,. 

At this seventieth celebration in ittsburgh, Abba .::,l lver 

apent the first part of hie addreee talking of our school nara. He 

1poke of the tille tihen he first met me, ot the prize easqa tor which 

ve oaapeted with e~ch other, the first of which he had won and the 

ncond of which I bad wcm. Our student. daye, eo long ago, were brought 

to UYing ••or.r by h1a 1peech. It w s 1t0rth diecuea1ng those daye 

becaua• the unuaual natur. of college lite ot the Hebr " Union oll ge 

in tho .. yaare explains auch of bis carefl!r and hie relationship to 

hi.a nbblnical colle•IU••• 

Th• Hebrew Un on "ollege in tho• c ya bad nine classes. 

nae total atudent body was between forty and tiff¥. r.-o moet cla•ses 

had only f1Ye or aix 1tude11ta. It va an exceptional olaas that d 

ten atudente. It waa therefore iapo•sible ! or a peraon not to know 

on•'• clu ... te• well. Itw•• eTident at the wry beginnina that 

Abba Hillel .~i l:•er •• different in teaper ... nt fro■ aost ot ue. 

W• wre often Nr1oua, but we were bcr• and rather lighthearted. 

r• aav at once be v • ■ore aature, or at least auch ■ore adult than 

aoat of ua. Tbere were certain boyish or poat-adoleaoent cbaraotariat1ca 



which be s•••d to lack entirely or which be had outgrown. A• young 

people., we were capable ot suddsn new enthusiasms, f.riendehipe, 

quarrels., excitement over aatters which soon proved to be trivialita s. 

Re eeemed already at ninet.en to have grown away tra11 the exci tabili t,, 

tro■ the frothiness or youth. He hever just babbled tor the sake of 

self-expression. He would express a strong opinion, but would never 

excitedly snatch at passing ideas. He had, it see11ed to us then, 

a preu.ture reserve. He bad the capacit.f, cbaracteriatic of mature 

leaderahip, for listening patiently and in silence. He could not 

or would not make sudden friendships and get into minor quarrels. 

There seems to have been no triviali-cy- about him fran the very first 

time we met him. .re were rather boyish and he was already in 

temperament a man. 

That does not mean that he was solemn or dour. He had a 

hearty sense of hU110r. lie could tell and be delighted by SOllle 

characteristic anecdote. He w.;s capable of making eane brilliant 

plays on words or to twist a well known sentence or quotation into 

a new and cbarlling idea. He could laugh heartily, but not giggle. 

He had humor but very little plqtulness. 

Much of hie quiet maturit,, his reserve, aay well have been 

due to basic temperament or to the mood of the lite of his faai]y 

in Hew YorkJ but certainq a great deal of it was due to the fact 

that when he came to Cincinnati to attend the College, he already 

had a serious goal in lite, in addition to the rabbinate and his 

peraonal career. He was a strong and convinced Zionist. 'For the 

last ten and twenv years in Aaerican lite, being a ~ionist representa 

an almost nomal or ave"Ee attitu~. But in those days., tiftyMitive 

years ago, it waa an exceptional attitude, eapecially in this new 
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erffir0111ent to v ich be ~d ccae to 1tudy tor the fietora Rabbinate. 

The neral tradition of efora Judai h b n n t i-~ionist 

or, ON correctly, Refoa Jucaia, wnich prece d Zion1 b two 

Mr tiona, bad a vorld attitude which Viii bound to caae ant1-"Jion1•t1c. 

'1be . fOl"ll movement w s an outgrowth of the uni veraaliati.c ho e o! the 

-n11P.htementJ it w· • rooted 1n theeonviction that t future wo o 
br1 a diaimation ot the di.ff rencea between peopl a. h~retore the 

new nationalla that aro in ·urope Nfllladto the le~dera or fora 

Jucaia to be a retrogression. ,f all the 11 rat.ure of the J~viah 

pa t. they 1tn1sed the unlveraaliatic dreu1 of the t'roph ta. 

'.nleretore vben Jewish natiooali aros in p tr llel to the n v tore a 

or ■odern h1etor.,, it•• d totthe l ac!era of "'efo to agra • 

•nor, a backward tep. alrrio t a denial ot the id.-all ot the univeraallat-

prophltic dre•• Th refore anti- -1on1 or 1-nat1.onall8JI to the 

earlier eneration of Ref01"111er1 w a a mat r ot principle, an ideallea. 

It then developed into a 1ort of p- eju ice, for Je 1sh n tionali 

seea•d tc tbeln to be an anti-cultur 1 movement, an anti-modern 

ao ent, a str n ideolota e prinain trOfl the 11 or lit of o;>preaaed 

Jelfl'1 in stern Furope. 

Into such an envlroment compoun ed oi" iceals and aooda, Abba 

~11-.er o • with hie warm anr., pa111on te ier111an Zion1•• Int hl1 

be differed, not only b-OII the O?i.nion of t or th F culty. but 

ti-ca the a r e ■tudent1 vho c ... fr0111 the .~iridle est. The baya 

tr011 the .· stern abor re otten ay,apatbetic to .. ioni• but U.,. 

were in this re«ard ■uch lees Nriou• ~n be. It a student becaae 

de•oted to aoae practical cause, it would p rally be the cauee of 

eooial aenice and t eocial advance, tor thle w ~ the logical 

expreaeioa of the tradi t.1.onal propbet1 ot r etol"II Judaia. He was 

exceptional as a naUonallet dnotee, • Zionist acUYiat. 



One or two ot our achool.a tee ~ f rora thl s._ group as be 

id, and also hi broth r ,iaxwell c to the olle e the next y •rJ 

and 1 med then ot the background ot is tro ? and convinced 

Zion!•• Hi father vaa one ot tbe e rlie1t Hebrew tenchera l'\ak1ng 

use of modern •brew, who influenc~d his sona anr! hia PUpils in 

modern Hebrew comeraa tlon an rsli.An . i ni•. Hewae a p1one~ r in 

t.hia nit aet o.: of evieb t'duc t1on hich later , cuie alllo~t 

universal. • ·e learned how the e pupil<> rounded the enl-7ion luo 

from w,.ieh raany or the later leaders ot the "ioniat movement c aaeJ 

lx>w they wrote play• in i ebre11 an· ave thal in a public hallJ hov 

b • nt to the •~etin of the v rious lodges and union oo 

persuade the or aniaati ns to buy ticbta. All this ,u rly pioneer 

Zicn1at1c entbueian e:~ve a direction to his ll!e trcrt hich 

nev r deviated • 

. •I\Y o t ua ba corae tras r .. 111 Zionists or in 

which there wr a ae ber who We. - interested in Z oni ; but Z1on1811l 

w a inor 1110¥ nt in •11 rican J wi h l te 1n tboff a, ao th 

•r• none or ue vhoff whole tuily lite v organized 1n ao fira a 

Zionist votion as hie va • Certainly our ebrew educ t ·on at ha. 

va1 then ot the Chedar or the alaud '"'or•h type or thoe• c ye, itl out 

th• •&r\1 change• w icb the use ot conversational HebNw later brou ht 

abut. 

I think it vao in the tirat year tat Abba Sil~r waa at 

ol le that a faaoue 7.1cn1st rld lAla r cue to 1noinnat1 d 

vaa invite t.o ad('ireaa the atudenta at the Chapel aervice. ! • no 

lon,er au.re ho the speaker waaJ it aay have been ttach\11 . okolo • 

tter be a poke, 1bb& w •• aaked to give a apona andthanke on behalf 

of be atudenta. To our aatoniatllent, thia aev atlldent troa ev • ork 

ude the reaponN in fi11ent, IIOdern Hebrew. I knowthat very tev, 

if an, ot the other •tudenta, could ha• done that. 1 
• noosniaed a\ 
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once th& t b tilv r bad a oev type of Jeviab back round, <'..iffere11t 

fr011 our,, anc that his i~terest in 7 iQn1 v. uch ore ein1l -minded 

d Yotec than oura. 

P•rhapa this v a one add1 tional re 10n !or hi Qui t thought­

fulnea1. • ehad acme very atrong thinking to do. '!'h~s• of u who e 

aya Etby' itb loniaa •• ed t variance with the non- or nti-?ionia 

or :ao..,t or our te ~obers had only to aoju~t aentiment to a doctrine. 

• ut b bac two • trona doct.rine1 to djw,t and to bannonize. He U8t 

hav apent a 1:reat deal of quiet ti ei~ the two points o! view 

and •••king an inner hanaoo.J. 

Bein Naerved in ■ood ana havi auch to think ut, 

he co\.l • aily have kept aloot tro• • ia cla1811&tea and acboolantee 

and one on alone on his cboeen road through hie ll!e, •xcept for 

hi• taaily and intiute co-workers. ,ut thi waa the br Uni n 

College, the eohool in which !arty to ti:tty y un • 11 aav e· ch other 

for hours av ry "ay and for aarq ye r1. f 1 in ~ ich 

te■p@r ental difference• were recognized and en ally re pected, 

n<5 1 t in ·hich all the aembera knew that they belo •c to ther. 

So .boa .llver, the dev.lted . onist, the serious, reserv d, thoughtful 

•an never withdrew or could vitbrlraw fJ"Oll h1 cla1S11&tea or his colleague■ • 

e became an intia~t• part of our coll e life, participating 1n the 

ooncerna ot our 1tudent meetings an playing an active part in our 

coll • nterpriNa, except athletics. a b 11 or baBk•tball, etc., 

never interested h1a at. all. 

In ov.r ••tine•, be rarely araued about procecural aat rs or 

the tri'f1a ot or ani1a tional politic•• e woul therefore not speak 

frequently ut, •~ ai ht b expectec of a an of hi1 taperuent, be 

would wait till a thou ht w a tured in hi min (a patience not eaq 
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tor young people) and then when be knew precise~ what he van ted to 

advocate and how to advocate it, be rai•• hi• hand tor the floor, 

1lowl,y unfolded hia tall, lank;y tram , and. began to apeak. • ·• bad 

n ver fore heard e ueh eloquence at our sturlent 11e ti.nee. ha 

plenty of ood ,aen, bri ht 11en, wbo ooul<i xpre• themaelve"·J but 

none ot ua could epeak in hi particular way. i .. eav•n know 'Nhere he 

laarmd these eecrete of eloquence& He did not thro a y er.iotion by 

hot, excitr l~ speech• but quietly I with steady' march, ant1 in his 

magn_ ficent cl ion voice, expressed his ide s with !ina tread, 

giving weight to ever1 ~entence. 

tbba ha decided that w' at the Coll e atudent body nee d 

was a 11 terar.r m•i•zine. 1e advocated the idea an . w all adopted 

the enterpriae. He beoa th tirst, editor o the 1.ebrew Union ollege 

Monthly, the 8£az ne which h s c0ntinued or ov r !i!ty years with 

only occ c1~na1 interrupt1 ns. 

'Ihe intinlacy vnich pt thia reserved n J thoughtful 1aan 

cloae to our cgllege li!• nd activity continued as it di with all 

of ua in t.be Oentral onference of A111 ric :-,n ,t bbia, ·or &B we mentioned 

before• when • enterec the vonterance, al.most hal! ot the INJnb rsbip 

were .former schoolm t a. He co, .. l . i l.y ha k pt his aeaberahlp in 

the Conference oown to a naunal, proteaaional ffill~tion, auch a 

buay pby icinn Mifht belo'l( to ~h• Allerican , edical Asaocifition without 

taking part in ita or anizational activities or even attendin it.a 

conwntions. t that h d happened with b~ r.ilver, it w ul • h •ve een 

understood - regretted but forgiven -- • ecause v ry aeon, he bee e 

deeply involve in ignifican~ J w1 h work out.aide the scope ot our 

direct r bbinical proteaaional concerns. He bec•e very quickl.r the 

outstanding youor 11an in th• Z • ooiat ov nt in >aerier.,., so on one of 

the co ing le d re, ano ati.er a w :.1e, t. le · er. • contributed mon 
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than an, other ■erican J v to the eatebllshllent ot the independent. 

tata o! ler· el. A.ll thi• work or hia 1.nYol.,..d hiJI in endle•• political 

battle• in tha Zioni1t organisation, oonatant invol•••nt w1 tb tha 

rai•ing ot ■oney, frequent viaita to • ashin ton for d11cu1aion with 

go•enaent officials, areat ralli•• an~ protest 11eetine• all over 

the country, nd participation in the · orld Zioni t Congre1sea. Thi• 

could underat.andably have taken away frOll our prof•• ional organisational 

cont,aota. Yet be ne'Yer pernd tted it to do IOJ the rabbin te ■eant 

too •uch to hill • a Ute call1ng, and the inti■acy o! our fMi ]T lite 

at the college put the iapre1 ot brotherllnaae upon hill. r·or very 

un, ,eara, be ahla,• u.naced to cou to our Conference, it on].y tor 

a da7 or two. ne never !. iled to &ive a paper or a Nnon or a 

lecture hen tbe Procra Collod ttee asked hill to do 10. 

Of courN, in his attendance at the Conterencea, he could 

fNQ\lent.ly NM'e the 7loni t cauH which wa so dear to bia. E••J7 

year v had re1olutiona lilicb ried 8Glllebow to b l ance the traditional 

anti-11on1• of the older genaration and the growing intereet in Zioni• 

ot the 7ou r. 1 e conatanUy had debat.e• on the wording of our 

reeolution1 on Palestine and Zion1•• All thia v • iaportant to b1a. 

but that ••• not the reaaon for hi• att.endance at Conterenoea. He na• r 

regarded the Conference • •rely or priuril,y om 110re inatit.ut: on 

which be could uee to further the Zionist OIU N. The Conference 

1tlelf va precloua to h1a aa a prote•sional or1anisation ot tba R tom 

r bbina •• b11 belo•ed call.na, and alao becauH of the bo7booc triend-

1b1p and ccarade1h1p which our Coll•&• life instilled 1n b1a and 1n ua 

all. Therefor. be contimwti in hi• a\tendanoe and hi• Hrrioe io the 

Conterenoe and, vben the tille c-, beo•• our PN11dent and Mrntd 

pit1cently •• the leader of our proteaaioa. 
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Abba ~1.lver ntered into a c re r in li.1cb he delivered a 

oe11 addreae t1t1ia. ( or at le st onoe) a ••k• n ordinary lecturer 

uy prepare two or three lecture• tor a y ar, and go aroun the 

country repeat1n thea in city a!ter cit¥. t cour e, in hie 

rabbinical life, trca tha very b •&i.nt\ing, ha bad to travel around 

the count17 to apeak tor the Z1on1 t c UN and for other cau•••• 

'ibis xperience of nation--wide lecturing c•• to hill • rli@r than to 

oet beca •• he entered the rabbinat,e alr ad,r in COIU!!An of a grand 

eloquence. ut n addition to the two or three lecture• wiioh could 

be gi•en over n o r again in different parts cf the country, aa 

all tr Yell speakers au t nece~sarily do, be w s an 60tiv• abbi and 

had to ape k o be s • con .., eg t -.on once or tvice av k. A. un can 

prepare two or thre lectures ae an obj ative taak. He baa a theae to 

expreaa and he expreasea it. >011• ot . is personal.it,, hourh not 

n ceas ril.T ch, will b • revealed in the lee ture1. l ut a aan who 

h· a to •pe~k to th ·uae coacregation week atter week, cannot poaa1b)7 

be entirely or chiefly object1••• Ine•itably be will aoon begin to 

r••••l his d•eper attitude• nd his own ba1ic teaper-nt. good 

s•l•ct1on of Abba S'll••r' • lecture■ and addreaa••• as hiabook ia, 

ia more than an expoaition ot his ideas, it 1a a revelaUon or h ;a 

personal. it-,. 

'Ybua there can he no secret ot vha.t Abba uilv r beliend, thought, 

nd achoc ted. nd vhen ve put together hia thouchtafrm coll• • rlaya 

w th the .. houghta in is writing• ot latAr 7ear1, it is aa1.oundinl how 

con1i1tent hi personality and hi• ideas are. re is, of courae, 

p-owtb and roadeninc v th areat.r knowlaag•, and dMpeni.nK w1 th 

richer waderstar.d: na ich the Y• ra bring to a tortwaata per1on. 

~ut the 110 principles and tba ba.110 aooda naain the a ... • It 1• 

not that the •t of ideu vh1ob he bro\lght to the Hebrew Union Coll•1• 
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raalned tixad all through hie lire. T v r, of courae, alwa,a 

there, but wen deenened and enriched and w taught, 11 it w re, 

to tand •1de bJ ice with certA1n convictionB anr l i fe ·~t!.tude1 

that c• to hi.a t the •ebrev Union ~ollege an~ with oth rs hich 

caae to hi.a ¥ 8 be lived and worked in re t city ot leveland 

and bee r• a le11c · ng force in that gre t aetropol11. He brought fr011 

Iork a powerful, <!Np-rooted Jeviabnea • , e adr'ed to 1 t in G1n­

einnati an idealistic Ju '•1•, and expanded it in ~veland to an 

act1•e, practical viaion of social bet era nt. ,u the ideas 

were interwo••n into his ... raonal ity becauee he, in his deli er te 

thinking and •edi ta t l on, hP. hiaaelf v~en them into a con11. tent 

unity. 

nd a unique unity it VAal He c • , A ve h ve aai~, to the 

il ebrew nion "oll@ with a pow rful Nft9 of. Jevi~h n t!on~l1 1eh 

va aome •1 t.o be tr nsl ted nd realis din a erslian s nae into a 

Jevi h " te. tn r.1ncinnat1 he • i n o eon ct with a th1rd 

generation ot leadershin of the "efom r.iOY ent ( our Pr~s1d nt, 

Mr. Kohler, was a pupil of O 1ger) and he a the world 1deal1n 

which .1reathed through it. He always a preciated nd neYer mook d 

that prophetic idealisa. In his ovn thinking, he ,ua(1e an e:xtraordinar:, 

ur1er ot both •oods, the on•, inward tow rde '- ewiah conoentra tion, anrl 

the other, outw d towards vorl brotherhoo~. H achieved it thro h 

h1a re-thinkic of the prophetic ••e• • Whereas the e rly etOrMra 

•pbasiaed only the Y11ion of world tmity, he • w in the Prophete their 

Yi1io11 or Ier el•• rede ,tion an in t~nt for hullan brotherhood. 

Therefore hia first construct1• think~ n .. ., in the real.a of Mee iud• , 

the rednpt.ion of Ier 1 1 "ding to the redemption of the rld. Hi• 

tint book wa in that ti ld. M rsll n loni t thou h he ..... , and 

coaYinced that nationalim v 1 • indispensable tor the redemption of 



- 10 -

the people or Ier el, he nevertheleatt looked torwl'rrl to he t wmn 

the n t 1ona11• of • cb I e r te nation would outgrow ~rochial 

1elf-worahip and bflco a foroe tow:l.rd orln mi ty. ~ h r, t the e t ri, 

r. efol"PI r1 dN ed or or the world, he dreamed or attairu.ng brou b 

Jewish n·tionR.lia11, a redee111ed Isr el, ~ a " nt an ex plar 

to the world. 

h re 1 a con tant dan r in eloquence. 1tie b1 1 ty to v 

•n audience b the pA ,u,nt o! etirring ental pictures can b c<»T1e an 

1ntox1c tine j O'f to the sp aker, unt· l he eins to rely o e nc: ore 

on h eucceea of a technique. 1h1a ne•er happened to hha. i' rhap• 

i t v 1 father who train c! ht fir t ~ ho~st etudy. , t all eventa, 

front hi colle , he w ~ an e~rne st and devoted eturlent nd reaained 

so all hi life. The content of hie addr sees n~ NJ"llone val! Alv ya 

aore important to him than ~ manMr in which the were 1Yen. '1he 

Jewish content, in addition to the i ce na fr c ulture, 

v I r ther extraordinary and 1urpr1aingly orig nal. vr0111 ao aemi-obscure 

Cabal11tic work, fr0111011e .. dieval J wish historical chroniol, he 

ould procbce an illustretiol'l that w a enli htenin and brilliant. 

Perhaps more aatoniehing was ni1 use of "cripture. InnU111er bl ~n 

know tbe ible well nc Cflll quote it aptlyJ u t it •nl ht 11 be said 

tbat bl never ctually quoted Scriptural ~r a, or rarely dil so. 

He had ab1orbed Scripture eo co,,aolete~ through con tant c thou httul 

and reoepUn reading that . nriptural v r • or tra nts ot r e 

ap •red interwoven into the texture of a ntence, to produce a o t 

original lffl, to tho who kn w he Ilibl, tirr i.ng ttect. 

!he o . ly analo that CCJM to mind to 1 lu tr ' e h1 baorpt.1on 

ot ~crioture 1• the wa7 \f illiu Shak aoe re used the Bihl • fih keepeare 

al,,o t nenr quotee v re• from script -re a it is, but cri tural 

phr••• d ·•n loom up in the tex\ure o t hie laagu • The Book ot 
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Proverb• peak, o1 the soul of ■ant.in& ti- candle of the lord. n.. 

P1al.JD epeaks or aan' life •• a ro vi ng badov. !"'hnkeepePre had 

thes verses in 111.nd and he also aaw fore him in his r!cily ~ xp rience 

the footli hta of the stage, wLioh in tho ~ day s '.Were lighted c ndles 

casting the sba ow of the moving Aotor8 onto the etage noor; and 

he n hoded ~criptuN anrl experience into the words in Mt che.th: 

"Cut, out, brief candle. Lite is a passing shadow, a poor actor 

vbo frets h1e hour upon the etage . . . " 

In SOile such way, Ahb t- ~. ilftr ade rcrioture part of. the 

texture of his public speech .- n~ turned the letter of the Hibl into 

the l iving word. 11 of which inf icatee th t ht w;. s a con~ta."lt student. 

He believed i n the c1iscioline of e tudy J, anc often when he spoke on 

•ducation• he referred to the pri.Mary cuty, alr.io t the morel cu ty, ot 

teachinP. atudent8 early he discipline o concentrating the ?,tind on a 

problem and not relaxing until th~ proble i ol d. 

It ae c: ertainly the Biblical infl uence v · .1ch 1 d to 1~ gre t 

apba11a on ooial justice. He 'Was t arlese 9:<.lyocate of the ri h • of 

Labor and that, too, 1n h1,t original w " • He di d no make !J. e oc1al 

ideals the refl ct t n or poll tioal or doctrinal r1H11c 11SM. I c1o not 

reme11 er ever hearing frOff\ hill, even in our tudent ays, any expreea1on 

of an icea t hat could properly he c lled erxiet. ·omehow politicl'l 

radicalism id not attract 1m. It may be eoa uee he w s a strong 

nerallan ?ioniet.1 and in the •nvironm nt of hia bo-.,hoo~, f,ooialiste 

in tho e d 1• w re ant1-reli 1on1ste f1n ant -7.ion1 ~ta an· frequently 

aocbd the inten e Jewlahne~s of the i r fellow J"wa. 'l". is wr: s long before 

• aerger v ~s made betwe n : ociallem and Zicnin in the Labor Zionist 

move11ent. So in his original ~nd 1nde ndent tanbion, he coul d combine 

poll tical oonee vatis . with e oial reform. He belit!ved that relirion 

a oul d n -ver i-e an apoloei~t for any soc1 l ")'etem, but ~X>uld lwaya, 
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through th tenu! of' 1 t own 1·- f!r , nd, t , ·or to llay t 

1n u tice ot he world. 

nt· rlevel ed tr w1 hin; nrl one • l .y • ev l "> e , they r c ived the 

auperb adYoc c1 of hi ;; nt fie nt lo uenee. ! • cau :·e l 1 ovini 01 

deYel oed tr within, t in th ou rm.th o! synth~ ea w d.ch h 

hiss lt created thr•·u h ·~1 no~ ht . n ~ tud , h ·.e firmly rco dJ 

an6 wh n he• oke, be spoke fro fira convict;on. t be 

coneidered 1 o .. t n .. ice 1 char cteri tic. I v . no ,1c 1 in 

tie bo boo~ st th oll .e ~n con picuoua 11 throu ht 

public c reer. Ir there • s an 1 u upon h1ch h w ; s not c 

rs in 1 

, 
he ltoul • n t le u on l t. • t1o no ver r • er ·11!:1, in any o ia 

a ohea, igh1 one 1 rn tive &faint t Le o --po~1te an tr)ina:; to 

arrive t a co clusion hi b st~o upon hi: t et. • hen he w e not 

y t c nvtnoe , he 0,.10 ithe~ ctts s . ·.h bj ct s O[}ll on which h 

hac no ooinion, o~ else he • ulc· w igh th ~t r in stlenc until 

achi ved n opinion, nd wh n h achi v d 1 • h 11 v d i it nd 

nev r he rd him iv a t ricial or b1117-

aballyi ape ch. H alw 1• ave the . pres ion or stren h, ot r rl 

st.re th. 

It 11 mt he !T..!r e o~ th e few rds to nwa r te ·bba Hillel 

Silv r' any achi ve nta -- .o or vnem unfor ett ble -- or to 11 t 

tiia books or to an 1.yze his ad rs • e to th ir content, or o try o 

r·od be c t of hi remarkabl el u nee. 1he,e 11 s r~ nt to 

oorwey the 1. res ion b ,iace u1>00 cl ate anc coll a rue r◄ nd to tell 

vh t hi raonali t meant to ·1 frienrla .nrl coll gu in all vh e rs. 

H wa1 an origin 1. .. 'h ver tho h he h 1 rned fr peoole or book1, 
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were re ork d an · rema e into new tol"llle nd irle s. lie w e an 

mboc nt of th be t of our " 1sh 11 rr ture. • . a n o irleale 

and ~o rful conv1ct lon. ·1e live,~ w a to r or tren th 

to un 11 1 n( 1o • nor , vry .. 111 e ra , n! n to nh rten 

and to bl • " • 
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. 
lh,A .,,.. J>" \ ON HALACHA, ON JEWISH LAW, ON ITS HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 

.... 
~-...TS REL_!:VANCE +G MOVERN .TEW1SH ~E HAS WRITTEN 

EXTENSIVELY. 0 C AMONG REFO~R~M~R~A~B!2.J2B.uit➔~~r&-'.B~~~ ...... 
PI 

NOT ONLY BROAD SCHOLARSHIP BUT ALSO A RARE SKILL IN 

EXPOSITION AND CLARIFICATION. · A NOTED BABYLONIAN RABBI OF THE 

FOURTH CENTURY, HIMSELF A METICULOUS STUDENT OF THE HALACHA, 

RABBI NAHMAN BEN ISAAC, DECLARED: " HALACHA - LEGAL STUDY - .... 
AND LEGAL DECISIONS - REQUIRE AS MUCH CLEARNESS OF MIND AS A 

/~ 6 (c {e ~I,::, .., RABB COOL NORTH--WIND DAY .... -
GIFTED WITH THAT KIND OF MIND. 

s '--:.,,----- ON MIDRASH AND AGADA-I-- ON I:DMILETICS -- ON THE ART OF 
~ ~ a~ ' • I JZ . r , . ~ I,,. I( 

.. PREACHING, DR. FREEHOF HAS NOT ONLY WRITTEN WELL, BUT IN ' 

/\ 
HIS OWN PULPIT, HE HAS ILLUSTRATED, THROUGH THE YEARS, BY 

THE VERY SUBSTANCE, STYLE AND TECHNIQUE WHICH HE EMPLOYED, 

HIS OWN CONCEPTION OF THE ROLE OF THE PREACHER. IN HIS 

PREACHING, HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE TEACHER, THE EXPOSITOR. 
- 1 

HIS AIM HAS BEEN TO ENLIGHTEN RATHER THAN EXCITE, TO LEAD 

ME ALONG THE QUIET WAYS OF INSTRUCTION, PERSUASION AND 

CONVICTION. TO THE ANCIENT ALTARS OF OUR FAITH. THERE HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN A QUIET DIGNITY TO HIS PREACHING.~HE rs CONTENT ----
' 
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TO STIR AND MOVE MEN BY THE POWER OF TOUGHT. ms HAS NEVER 
,... -

BEEN THE STRIDENT VOICE, NOR YET THE SOFT AND HONEYED PHRASE, --
BUT THE Ftalt4 .. H~ FAITHFUL WORD OF TRUTH AND ENLIGHTENMEN T. 

A SERMON OF DR. FREEHOF IS ALWAYS A WORK OF HONEST CRAFTS­

MANSHIP, CLEAN IN DESIGN AND EXPERT IN EXECUTION. HE KNOWS 

WHAT HE WANTS TO SAY, AND WHAT HE ~~Jii,.t;, E 1 J'T TERS IN A STYLE 

CLEAR, COOL, FLUENT AND EASY. HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN REVEREN T 

OF THIS GREAT AND DIFFICULT ART OF PREACHING. ms WORDS ARE 

FITLY SPOKEN -- ,, APPLES OF GOLD IN SETTINGS OF SIL VER". 

HE HAS NOT CONCEIVED OF HIS RABBINIC ROLE AS THAT OF A 

LATTER-DAY PROPHET WHO HAS BEEN SENT TO ROOT OUT AND TO --
PULL DOWN, TO DESTROY AND TO : OVERTHROW AND THEN HASTILY 

TO BUILD AND TO PLANT. RATHER, HE CONSCIOUSLY FOLLOWED 

ANOTHER PROPHETIC ADMONITION: /;?~ ' 
,, IN QUIETNESS AND DELIBERA 'JI'ENESS SHALL YE BE HELPED" AND 

" I fl] ...A I J)°o1 n 'l. l r -- "YE SHALL NOT BE REDEEMED IN 

HASTE 1 1
• 

DR. FREEHOF 1S FUNDAMENTAL EXPOSITORY LABORS HAVE 

BEEN, OF COURSE, DIRECTED TO THE TORAH, 11 THE BOOK OF BOOKS", -
BUT THROUGH THE YEARS HE HAS BEEN FOND OF REVIEWING OTHER 

BOOKS. HE SEES IN GOOD BOOKS, NOVELS AND PLAYS, THE TRUE 

-



- 4 -

MIRROR AND INDEX OF THE AGE WE LIVE IN, THE PULSE AND TEMPER 

OF OUR TIME. THROUGH AN ANALYSIS OF THEM HE "\¥!SHES T@..ALERT 

HIS LISTENERS TO THE GOOD AND THE EVIL, THE STRENGTH AND THE 

DANGERS, THE MORAL DEFICIENCIES AND PITFALLS OF OUR TIMES. 

HERE, TOO, HE rs THE WISE AND PENETRATING COMMENT OR. VIEWING 

THE PARTICULAR STORY OR THEME OF THE BOOK WIII'C --IS UNDER 
+-

DISCUSSION(AGAINST THE :_A_::--_.,...'.C'\ ... BACKGROUND OF HUMAN XPERIENCE, 

THE SPECIFIC IN CIDENT IN THE WIDER CONTEXT OF THE TREND OF ,. ,..,.. 
fl '\ 

THE TIMES, THE INDIVIDUAL~ HIS PROBLEMS, IN THE SETTIN~ OF 
DISCONTENTS 

THE TURMOIL AND'~F HIS ENCOMPASSING WORLD. LISTENERS HA VE 

FOUND IN HIS BOOK-REVIEWS A CREATIVE INVENTIVENESS OF INTER­

PRETA T!ON WHICH INTRIGUED AND STIMULATED THEM. 

DR. FREEHOF HAS WRITTEN BOOKS ON THE SYNAGOGUE, "THE 

SMALL SANCTUARY", AND ON PRAYER~ "IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD". 

THESE SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN CLOSEST TO HIS HEART. THE LITURGY 

OF OUR PEOPLE, AND OUR PEOPLE'S SPIRITUAL HOME -- THESE HAVE 

EVOKED HIS DEEPEST DEVOTION. HERE HE WROTE FOR BOTH YOUNG 

AND OLD; FOR SYNAGOGUE AND PRAYER ARE THE COMMON HERITAGE 

OF ALL RANKS AND OF ALL AGES. 

~- P~ ~~b~ 
HR. '.P'!lEEH~F HAS BEEN A LEADER IN AMERICANORv1 JUDAISM --

.PJE '.fS-WDAY PRESIDENT-OF THE WOR-1:.D U~HOW FOR PBOGBESSIVE 

(/'.~lo'{ 7. 
r.tt11J]tlSM. YET HIS EMPHASIS HAS BEEN NOT SO MUCH ON REFO:RMjAS .. 
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ON JUDAISM -- THE BASIC AND UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES A ND 

DOCTRINES OF OUR FAITH WHICH ARE COMMON TO ALL C J:IE it 
w{/~" ')~ """"7..M- )~ 

REFORM, CONSERVATIVE• ORTHODOXt"" HE HAS NOT BE AR.OCH ~ """''1\ . ,, 

IJIA'-"-li.7 IN HIS OUTLOOK, A NARROW SECTARIAN, OR A ZEALOT IN Cl.JNGING 

TO HIS PARTICULAR VERSION OF JUDAISM. HE HAS AVOIDED UN- V 

AVAILING THEOLOGICAL POLEMICS. HE FOUND MANY OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR CONTACT AND COOPERATION WITH SINCERE PROPONEN TS OF 

VIEWS AND OPINIONS OTHER THAN HIS OWN. HE HAS PREFERRED 

BRIDGES TO ~NCE~S. HE BELIEVES THAT f JI!) f ,,)fit I "'I r AJ I fit--
"THESE AS WELL AS THOSE ARE THE WORDS OF THE LIVING GOD. " 

WELL, THIS MAN., THIS \ , IS NOW SEVENTY YEARS 

OLD. HE HAS AT LAST FINISHED HIS YEARS OF APPRENTICESHIP. HE 

IS NOW QUITE READY AND QUALIFIED TO DO REAL WORK, AND TO MAKE 

ms MAJoR coNTRmuTroNs -- , JJ-> o e, ,1 ,.-t / J b (' ✓ .rlJri 

EMERSON SAID: 11 THE MAN AND WOMAN OF SEVENTY ASSUME 

TO KNOW ALL, THEY HAV OUTLIVED THEIR HOPE, THEY RENOUNCE 

ASPIRATION, ACCEPT THE ACTUAL FOR THE NECESSARY, AND TALK 

DOWN TO THE YOUNG. " 
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I GIVE YOU TON CHT DR. FREEHOF, A MAN WHO D ES NOT 

ASSUME TO KNOW IT ALL, WHO HAS NOT OUTLIVED HIS HOPE, NOR 

RENOUNCED ASPIRATION, NOR ACCEPTED THE ACTUAL FOR THE 

NECESSARY AND WHO DOES NOT ,I'ALK DOWN TO THE YOUNG. HE 

ARNING AS WELL A TEACHING. H IS STILL HOPEFUL AND 

ASPIRING. 

FATHER ABRAHAM, WE ARE TOLD IN THE BIBLE, WAS SEVENTY 
~ -

YEARS OLD WHEN HE LEFT HARAN FOR CANAAN, TO BEGIN, MI D YOU, . 
TO BEGIN ms CAREER, AS THE FOUNDER OF OUR FAITH AND THE 

PATRIARCH OF OUR RACE: 

"HAPPY IS THE MAN WHOSE TRENGTH IS IN THEE; SUCH MEN GO 

FROM STRENGTH TO STRE 

"' -, 

, 
,J 

I 

H, PA. 
R 23} 1962 



AN ADDR S ON THE OCCASION OF 

THE 70th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF DR. SOLOMO B. FREEHOF 
BY 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

RABBI JUDAH HANASI, THE FA ED REDACTOR OF THE I HNA , 

LISTED THE EXCELLENCIES OF SEVERAL OF THE GREAT MASTE S 

WHO PRECEDED HIM - - " A S ICE- DEALER'S 

BASKET". HEN PEOPLE COME TO THE SPICE- DEALER AND SAY TO 

HI : "HAVE YOU GOOD OIL I TH YOU? HAVE YOU F IND OINT E T? 

HAV YOU BALS ? HER PLIES: " Y , I HAVE. " THE FIND THAT 

H HAS EVERYTHI G. SO IT I 1TH . AZA IAH. H N 

CHOLARS CO E TO HIM Ar D QUESTION HI ON A TT RS OF SCRIPTURE, 

H CAN ANSWER. ON MISHNA HE CA A WER , AND 50 ON MIDRASH, 

HALACH AND AGADA. THE CHOLARS FIND THAT HEH.ASE ERYTHING 

AND HEN THEY DEPART FROM HIM THEY ARE SATISFIED AND ENR ICHED. 

DR . REEHOF, TOO, IS AT HOME IN ALL BRA CHES OF JEWISH 

L ARNING. THE R NGE AND SCOPE OF HIS IlVTELLEC UAL INTERESTS 

A DRE OURCES RE IDE A D VAR IED. TO THE BIBLE, HE HA 

R ITTEN A THOUGHTFUL AND ILLUMINATING PREFACE;; TO WO 

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE, THE "PSALMS" AND "JOB", HE HAS RITTEN 

FINE CO MENTARIES AND ADDED TO HAT HAS BE N GARNERED 

THROUGH THE AGES FROM HIS :OWN FINE INSIGHTS. 
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N H LACH • 0 JE ISH LA • 0 IT STORIC DEVE O T 

AND ITS RElEVA CE TO MODERN J WISH LIF , HE HAS RITTEN 

EXTENSIVELY. IN FACT, AMONG REFORM RABBIS, HE HAS BEE A 

PIONEER IN THIS F IELD. HIS VOl.UMES ON THE "REFOR LI TURGY", 

AND ON "REFORM JEWISH PRACTICE ND ITS ABBINIC BAC GROU D" , 

REVEAL OT ONLY BROAD SCHOLARSHIP BUT ALSO A RARE KIL IN 

EXPOSITI ON A D CLARIFICA TI N . A NOTED BABY LO N AB I OF THE 

FOURTH CENTURY, HIMSELF A METICULOUS STUD NT OF THE H LACHA, 

RABBI N AN B N ISAAC, DECLARED: 11 HALACHA - L GAL STUDY 

AND LEGAL DECISIONS - EQUI E MUCH CL AR ES O I D AS A 

COOL NORTH- WIN DAY -­ -- RABBI FRE HOF IS 

GIFTED ITH THAT Kl D Ole~ I D. 

ON MIDRASH AND AOAD -- ON .~, ...... 1ILETICS -- ON THE ART OF 

PREACHING, DR . FR OF HA NOT O L ITT N ELL, BUT IN 

HIS OWN ULPIT , HEH S ILLUSTRATED, THROUGH THE YEAR , B Y 

THE VERY SUBSTANCE, STYLE AND TECHNIQUE CH HE LOYED, 

HIS OWN CO CEPTI OF THE ROLE OF THE PR ACHER. IN H 

PREACHING , H HAS Al AY BEEN THE TEACHER , THE EXPOSITOR. 

HIS AI HAS B EEN TO ENLIGHTEN A THER THAN E XC IT , TO LEAD 

MEN, ALONG TH au T AYS OF INSTRUCTION, ER UASIO AND 

CONVICTIO • TO THE ANCIENT ALTARS OF OUR FAITH. THERE HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN A QUIET DIGNI Y TO HIS REAC HING. HE IS CONTE T 
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TO STIR A D OV EN BY THE PO V"ER OF TOUGHT. HI H NEV R 

BEEN THE STRIDENT VOICE, NO YET THE SO T ~ D HONEYED PHRASE, 

BUT THE FIR AND FAITHFUL WORD OF TRUTH AND ENLIGHTENMENT. 

A SER ON OF DR. FREEHOF IS ALWAYS ORK OF HONEST CRAFT -

MANSHIP, CLEAN I DESIGN AND EXPERT I XECUTION. HE NOWS 

WHAT HE WANTS TO SAY , AND \\HAT HE THINKS HE UTTERS IN A STYLE 

CLEAR , CODL, FLUENT AND EASY. HE HAS ALWAYS BE EVERE 

ORDS ARE 0 THIS GREAT ND DIFFICULT ART OF ACHING. HIS 

F TLY SPOKEN -- " A PL 1 S O GOLD IN ETTINGS O SIL V R" . 

H HAS O CO C IVED OF HI RAB INIC ROLE AS THAT OF A 

L TT R - DAY PROPHET HO HAS BE TO ROO OUT A D TO 

ULL DO N, TO DEST OYA D TO : OVE HROW AND THEN HASTILY 

TO BUILD A D TO PLANT. RA TH~R , HE CONSCIOUSLY FOLLOWED 

A OTHER RO HETIC AD ONITION: --

" IN QUIE TN 1 SS 

II 

H STE". 

D DELIB RA S .._HALL YE B HEL ED" AND 

-- "YE SHALL OT BE REDEEMED IN 

DR . FREEHOF'S FU DA ENTAL EXPOS! ORY ABORS HAVE 

BEEN, OF COURSE, DIRECTED TO THE TORAH, " THE BOOK OF BOOKS", 

BUT THROUGH THE Y ARS HE AS N FO D OF VIEWING OTHER 

BOOK . HE SEES I GOOD BOO S, OVELS AND PLAY • THE TRUE 
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IRROR ND I ND X OF THE AGE WE LIV IN, THE ULSE AND T PER 

OF OUR Tl E . THROUGH A ANALY IS T E HE ISHE TO ALERT 

HIS LISTENERS TO THE GOOD AND THE EVIL, THE STRENGTH AND THE 

DANGERS, THE MORAL DEFICI NCIES A D PITFALLS OF OUR TI 

HERE, TOO, HE IS THE I E AND ENETR TI G CO MENT • VI ING 

THE PARTICULAR STORY OR THEM THE BOOK HICH IS UNDE 

DISCUSSION AGAIN T THE LARGER BACKGROUND OF HU A ER C • 

XT O THE TR ND OF 

TH TI • THE INDIVIuUAL A HI 
DISCONTENTS 

H TUR OIL ANU F HIS COMPASS! G LD. L IST"' SHAVE 

OU DI HISB 0 VIE A C E I E V NTIV SS OF I TER -

P TATION HICH IGU DA D STI TED THE . 

DR . HOF HAS RI TE BOO S O THE SY OGU • "THE 

ALL SANCTUARY" , ANDO PRAYER , "IN TH HOUSE OF THE 1.0 D". 

TH SE SUBJECTS HAV BE N CLOS S • 0 HIS HE~ T. THE LI URGY 

OF OUR PEOPL • AND OUR PEOPLE'S S IRITUAL HO 1 -- HE E HAVE 

OKED HIS DEE ST DEVOTIO . HERE HE OTE OR BOTH YOUNG 

AND OLD; FOR Y AGOGUE AND PRAYER ARE H COMMON HE ITAGE 

OF ALL RANKS AND OF ALL AG S. 

DR . FREEHOF H S BE 1 A LEADER I A ERIC.AN RE O £ JUDAISM --

H IS TODAY PR SID T OF THE WORLD U IO FO PROGRES IVE 

JUDAIS . YET HI EMPHA IS HAS BEEN NOT SO UCH ON REFOR AS 

0 
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0 JU AISM - - THE B IC UNDE LYI G I CIPl D 

DOCTRIN S FOUR F ITH WHICH ARE CO O TO ALL BRA CHES 

REFORM, CO S RVATIVE, ORTHODOX. HEH SNOT B E AROCHIAL 

I HIS OUTL OK, A NARRO SECTAR N, 0 A ZEALOT I CI.mJIIIIIC:'i 

TO HIS PARTICULAR ION OF JUDAISM. H~ H S AVOI EDU -

AV ILING THEOLOGICAL POLE11ICS. HE OU D MANY PORTU !TIES 

FOR CONTACT A D COO ERATION WITH SINCERE ROPON TS OF 

VIE SA D OPI S OTHER THA HIS OW . HE HAS F R D 

B I S. HE B IE V S THA 

" HESE AS ELL A TII S...J E HE S OF THE L IVING OD. " 

WELL, IS AN, THI , IS NO SEV TY YEARS 

OLD. HE H.i SA L ST I I HED HIS S OF APPR . TICESHI . HE 

IS NO UI E A Y AND UALIF ~ TO DO .I-JAL O , A D TO MAKE 

HI AJO CONTRIBUTIO S - -

EMERSON SAID: " THE A AND O AN OF S VENTY ASSU 

T KNOW .. LL, Y HA V OUTLIVED THEI HOPE, THEY RENOU CE 

ASPIRATION, ACC PT HE ACTUAL FOR TH ECESSARY, A D TALK 

DOWN TO TH YOUNG. " 
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I GIVE YOU TONIGHT DR. FREEHOF, A A HO DOES NOT -
A SUME TO KNOW IT ALL, 1 HO HA NOT OUTLIVED HIS HOPE, NOR 

RENOUNCED ASPIRATION, NOR ACCEPTED THE ACTUAL FOR THE 

NECESSARY, AND WHO DOES NOT TALK DOWN TO THE YOUNG. HE -
IS STILL LEARNING AS WELL AS TEACHING. HE IS STILL HOPEFUL AND 

ASPIRING. 

FATHER ABRAHAM, WE ARE TOLD IN THE BIBLE, WAS SEVENTY 

YEARS OLD WHEN HE LEFT HARAN FOR CANAAN, TO BEGIN, MIND Y( U, 

TO BEGIN HIS CARE R, AS THE FOUNDER OF OUR FAI¢'H AND THE 

PATRIARC H OF OUR RACE : 

"HAPPY IS THE MAN WHOSE STRENGTH I IN THEE; SUCH MEN GO 

FRO STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 

P I TSBURGH, PA. 
EPTE B R 1 62 



Seventieth Birthday Dinner 

Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 

Rode/ Shalom Congregation 

Solomon B. Freehof Hall 

Sunday, September 23, 1')62 

6:30 P.M. 
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