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A ADDRESS 
by 

DR. A~P lILLEL SID ER 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Delivered before th New Y0 rk Board of Rabbi. 
May 3, 1962 

The four~score years which span the life f vour organization h v 

be n among the most momentous in our history. In fact, during these ya s, th 

found c.1 ti ns of the whole earth wer viol ntly shaken. \Jars, revoluti ,1ns, and 

social upheavals, the like of which mankind had never experienced before, rent 

our world asunder. All the fountains of th great deep, as it w r, burst forth, 

and all the windows of the havens rained disaster and confusion pon mankind. 

The spiritual life of man was also thrown into vast disorder. Science did ind ed 

make remarkable progress during these years, but the spirit of man could not k p 

pace with it. The vast new nuclear po r which sci nee made available to man 

has actually threaten d to destroy him. It has b come his sword of Democl • 

Th Jewish people w ich, as the Rab is said, is always at the center 

of world events and crises, could not and did not escape the impact of these 

radical changes and dislodgments. As so often in the past, it paid doubly for 

the gross blunders, errors and blind adventur s which were cornrnitt d. 

The prolonged an still un esolve~ struggle between militant capita ism 

and militant sociali~m, between Fa ism-Nazism and Conmunism, sent milli0ns of 

our people to the concentrati >n camps and the ~as chambers. iJlions mor were 

doomed to slow piritual and cultural strangulati n in the Sovi t Union. Add 

up all our tragic casualties of the last two thousand y ars and they will not 

even approximate the numb r of our casualtie of the last fifty y ars, or even 

of the last tw nty-five years. 
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This is the first of the three m mentous events which occurr d since 

your organization came into being. It is quite impossible to apprai e the tragic 

enormity of the loss which our p ople su tained, the xtent to which our cultural 

and intellectual resources were consumed, in blood, fire and smoking furnaces 

so many corrmunities le eled to the ground, so many ancient centers of Jewish 

learning destrored, so many gifted sons and dau~hters cut off before their time. 

It yet remains to es en whether we can e 1 r fully recup rate, wh th r we can 

replenish what was so fearfully drain d away. 

Here lies the first challen e to the Jews oft is gen ration --

the -- "the fortunately preserved of Israel" -- and to 

their spiritual and cotm1Unal leader . The must restore "the year w 1ich th 

locust had eaten". They must rebuild what th 

wasted and ruined. 

rad years had so pitifully 

We must sow mor xtensiv ly the seeds of learning among our people. 

We must plant more numerou ly the "Cedars of Lebanon", the 

the puissant scholars of the T rah. e must increase and ex?and our acad mies, 

establish and encourag mor re eArch in every field of Jewish studies. 

The second momentous chan e in Jewish life which your organization 

witness .d was the vast migration of our people from old centers to new. Many 

other people h,•ve sou~ht new horns during those years, but n0ne to the extent 

that the Jewish people have sought them. Up to the close of the nlneteenth E 

century, and for a fe centuries prior to that time, the Jewish diaspora remained 

geographically fairly fixed, fairly onstant. Rut with the eighties of the 

last century -- jut about the time your organization was founded, a gr at 

mioration began and a sharp shift in direction set in, w ich has continued in 

a quickening tempo to this day. 

--



• 

- 3 -

On trem ndously important result of this change ha b en the if ting 

of the population center of the new diaspor to the United States, wh re we are 

today th largest and, in many cases, th most influ ntial J ish comm nity in 

the world. Also the wealthiest. 

H re lies the second historic challeno to rican Jes and o th . ir 

lay and spiritual leaders -- the res)onsibility o[ leadership. To a larg degr•, 

the Am rican Je ish community h s met and is meeting its responsibility. It never 

failed, for example, in solicitu e and generosity t wards fe low-Jest e ~orld 

over. Tl,e Jews of Ame· ica marsha 1 ed their re ources and met the pressing needs 

of their fellow-Jews, whene •er and wherever t _ey occurred. Their giving was not 

in the natur of a one-t·me response to a surlden flood or earth-quak disaster , 

or a short-term commitment, ut a planned and c ntinuing program of as istance to 

fellow-Jews who found themselves in almos continuous cries; and it was prompt d 

by a deeps nse of group 1 ~atty nd s olidarity. ot ing like it has ever happened 

in the istory of peoples b for . It is nique and it i maonificent! 

Even prior to the year 1914, t1e year which ushered in the most dis strou 

half-century in our hisbory, American Jews had orhanized xt nsive aid for th 

immigrant Jews who were comin~ to the United States from th Old world at an 

av rase rat€ of one hundred and fifty thousand a year, s eking an w life he1e 

and an w hope. By 1914 more than a million and a half Jews had come to thes 

sh re. Most of them w re penniles. hey need d v ry kind of assi tance, 

practically every kin,., o "Si"tance which J wish i igrant today r quire. Th ir 

n ed for relief and integration placed ah -vy burden upon the old r Je ish 

settlers, ut the., assumed it readily and a a matter of course. Immigrant aid 

societies er orsanized -- settlement, relief agencies. t chnical scl ools, 

hospita s, orphanag~s and re-settlement and r -distribution proj cts. 



he c ildren and ~ranchil ren oft 0 e irm,,i rants a to~ay the 

leade~s, ~orkers ~nd donors in all our welfar fund ca~pai ns. Thus, t. e chain 

of enevolence has remained un roken; the invisible ch rd w ·ch binds generation 

to generation abides. 

This prompt and continuing respnnse on the part of American Jews to 

the needs of fellow-Jews over a period of more than three-quarters of a century, 

may well fill us with admiration. It was voluntary. To compulsion, no taxation! 

The only dictation came from the hearts of men and worn n who appreciated the 

privile~e of being needed, and who were aware of their historic responsibility. 

This voluntary iving oft u~ht, service and substance was al o gratifyingly 

a mas enterprise. It was not the exclusive project of a few wealthy philan­

thropists. The Sanctuary wrich our people erected in the Wilderness in the days 

of oses, we are told, was al~o built out o t e fr -wlll offerings of every 

man an<l woman among the people w ose heart was wi ing. It i , indeed, an ancient 

and noble traditi0n amnn ur peop e, hut it is a marvel that it ·x evidenced 

it elf again today on ~uch a lar~e cale and so late in ~ur hi~tory, wen so many 

alien forces had whittled away so many of the beautif 11 traditions of our people. 

Many ye~rs a o, the eminent English poet and literary critic, Matthew 

Arnold, declared: "As long as the world lasts, all who want to make progress 

in righteousness will come to Israel for inspiration as to the people who have 

had th sense for righteousness mot glowing and strong". He might have added 

to righteousness the word compassion. 

We have little to reproach ourselves on the score of philanthropy. 

We have not been as enterprising, I am afraid, or as energetic in the matter 

of the relioi us education of our children and of our adults. 
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There is a growing realization that this is our supreme probl m and 

our most im eratlve task today, and w' ile muc i bein~ done in this direction, 

much mor mu t yet be done. 

For the problem confront·ng tis generati n f American Jews is no 

lon~er me~icanization, nor immi~ration, nor even the pressing relief of ur 

indi ent poor. American Jews a e p~rticipating eagerly and patriotica ly in 

every pliase of American 1 if e. "·'e ha e passed beyond some of these problems and 

h~ve the others fairly well in hand. The paramount problem today, over and abo e 

the proper maintenance of our welfare institutions and services, and of meting 

our res onsibilities to overseas needs and to Israel, is to insure our inner 

spiritual and cultural consolidation so as to make secure for the future not 

only the survival but also the effectiveness of our Jewish community. It is 

not the accommodation of our people to the American scene which need concern us. 

They are fully accomnodated, some of them, unfor nately, to its less attractive 

facets. It is then rmal and wholesome identification of our youth with the 

Jewish community and their enli htened and eager participation in its tasks and 

oblipations which should con ern us. Toti~ end t, rrust be educated, guided 

and in oired. Their self-conscio•1sness as Jews -- if it is not to • e an un-

pleasant irritant -- mu t be refined through self-understandin, so that out of 

deep kn ,led e may flow strong devotions. 

1hat should greatly concern us, too, is th fact that our people are 

f st losin th habit o~ worship. Our forefathers felt tat a da• in the courts ., 

of the Lord wr1.s better than a tl,ousand e lsew ere. The., looked f orw rd to the 

consecrated hour of worship with piety and devout anticipation. 
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I suspect that while our peopJe have been busy building syna~ogues 

and temples, they have been too busy to attend them. The number of our people 

who regularly attend congregational worship is proportionately less -- and 

considerably less -- than that of any other reli~ious group on the American scene. 

Many Jews have fallen into the habit of not attendin~ their synagogues and temples 

quite religio sly. Of course, none of us thinks of religion exclusively in terms 

of puhlic worship. It wou 1 d be folly to maintain, however, that congregational 

worship and prayer are not an essential expression of the reli~ious life, or 

one of its most strengthening disciplines • .Jhat is unhappily transpiring a ong 

our peoole makes me question: How firm are the religious commitments of Jmerican 

Jews? How deep are the roots of their religiou Jife? 

te should face up to this problem before we suffer irreparable losses; 

for it is ..,certain that when our people will top pray'ing together in the 

hallowed sanctuaries of their faith, our ancient and covenanted brotherhood will 

fall apart. 

lt is not that Judaism is inadequate for the Jews of our age. It is 

that many Jews have b come inadequate to their faith because of "this strange 

disease of modern life". Judaism is concerned not with the passing but with the 

unchanging needs of man and of society, the needs which take on new forms in 

new settings but which remain fundamentally the same, the same ageless conflicts, 

and the same adjustments which must be made in individual and collective lives. 

There were many people in recent times who believed that mankind could dispense 

with the faith which Israel brought to the world, that they couJd ac ieve 

freedom, justice, dignity, brotherhood and peace without reference to God, 

and the moral techniques prescribed by religion. But they ac ieved only 

dictatorship, slavery, littlness of stature, fear, hate and war. 



·• 

Judaism is quite adequate for the spiritual needs of our dayl at is 

needed is not more innovation or reformation or rec0nstruction of Judaism,. but 

the conversion of the Jew to his faith. It is rea ly not a question any longer 

of less or of more, of ~eforrn, Conservatism or Orthodoxy, but of Gddlessness, 

secularism and materialism which have bliohted our people, along with all other 

peoples, but which we, because of our unique position in the world, can least of 

all afford. It is hopeless to try to reach the hearts of our people today by 

confronting them with the competitive claims of Orthodoxy, Conservatism or Reform. 

None of these has scored any significant victories in our day, and life is now 

attacking them all. 

It would help us all -- rabbis and laymen alike -- to remern er that in 

thin~s of the spirit, progress does not consist in going forward or in going 

backward, but only in poind inward •.• 

The third momentous event in the period covered by the 11 .e of your 

organization was the establishment of the State of Israel. 'fhis is as important 

a milestone in our history as the Exodus from E~vpt and the Return from P.abylon. 

•Jh a t the propret Isaiah said of the return from the Babylonian exile may well 

be said of the re-establishment of the State of Israel in our day. It is like 

the creation of a new heaven and a new earth for our people. It remains to be 

seen what we wit l make of this new heaven and this new earth •.• 

The State of Israel will celebrate next Wednesday its fourteenth 

anniversary. In these prologue years it has accomplished so much, incredibly 

so much. It has not only given sanctuary to hundreds of thousands, but by 

its faithful allegiance to the free world, the development of its educational 

system and its institutions of higher learning, its advanced social legislation, 

the aid which it has extended to less developed nations of Africa and Asia, 
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and the maintenance of peace, in the face of bo cott, blockade and the plotting 

of its unreconciled nei~hbofs, Israel revealed to the world the ground-tone of 

its chosen way of life, its fundamental purooses and dominant interests as a 

nation. This is what makes us rejoice to ay as Israel co nletes its fourteen 

prolooue years of testing and pro ation, even more than its extraordinary ma erial 

progress. 

Many grave problems will c0nfront Israel toilOrrow, not the least of 

which i~ the lack of religious identification on the part of many of is young 

peoole with the svnapogue. ationalism alone will prove inadequate for Israel 

as it h~s for all other peoples. As the p ide of pioneering life and the exal­

tation in the building of an independent state wi 1 l gi e way to the prosaic 

experiences, and the petty rounds of everyday ife, alonp with its inevitable 

frustrations and disillusionment -- as the nerations of tomorrow come to know 

a hunger not for bread, and a thirst which water cannot quench -- the will 

need a sustaining faith which only the spiritual heritage of their ancestors 

can 9,ive them. 

Some fourteen years ago, shortly after the founding oft e State of 

Israel, I had occasion to write: 

"To the t oughtful Jews it is becoming increasingly clear that there 

are no substitutes in Jewish life for religion. Neither philanthropy nor 

culture nor nationalism i adequate for the stress and challenRe o our lives. 

All these interests can and t find h ir ri htful place wit in the ~eneral 

pattern of Ju aism. ~ut the pattern mu t be Judaism, the Judaism wrich speaks 

of ~od, and the worship of God, and the conrnandments of ,od and the quest of God. 

There are Jewish spokesmen who offer Jewish nationalism as a substitute 

for Judaism, forgettin~ th t natio al ism, as such, un-redeemed by a moral vision 



and responsibility, has sadly fragmentized our world, provincializ d its 

peoples and is driving nations madly from one disaster to another. 

The upbuilding of a Jewish national hom in Palestine is one gr at 

urgent and historically inescapable task of Jewry. The upbuilding of J wish 

religio 1s ife in merica and elsewhere throu ~hout the world, inclusive of 

Israel, is another. One is no substitute for the other. One is not opposed 

to the other." 

The establishment of the State of Israel thus confronts American 

Jewish leaders with still a third challenge -- to build a strong bride of 

he 1pfu1 commun cation b tween \meric n Jewry an Israel. It shou d not be 

a one-wa ridP,e! ~e have and wi 1 h~ve much to gi e to each other y way 

of cultural and spiritual stren~hthening and stimulation. It wou d b well 

for all Jews to remem~er that the center of Jewi life i nei•her Is ·ael nor 

the American Jewish community. It is, and alwa s has een the Svnagogue, 

the Torah Judaism. The ta k of preserving and propogatin~ t em is the major 

responsibility of all Jews everyw'· ere. In this field t ere are no priorities. 

It is just as important to make Judaism vital in the lives of the five nillion 

Jews in the United States as it is in the lives of the two million Jews in 

Israel. 

And so, as I greet you on your Eightieth Anniversary, I express the 

hope that you and we and res onsible Jewish leaders throughout this land will 

soberly and resolutely increase their efforts to meet these challenges with 

which destiny has faced us. I am confident that if we look well to the main­

aprings of our life -- to education and self-education -- if we move steadily 

in the direction of our eternal goals, wo king in faith and waitin in hope, 
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if we do not isolate ourselves from ~orld Jewry and from th possible s01rces 

of power and in piration in reb rn Israel, and if we remain actively mo i ized 

to defend , at all times, the free institutions oft is, ou~ eloved country , 

the American Jewis conrnunity will go from strength to strength and may face 

all the gateways of tomorrow with untro•1bled hearts. 
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DR. AR A HILLEL SILV 

Cleveland, hto 

Jews, we may face the future with confidence b cause ur people 

in Ame·ica are overwhelmingly loyal. They are not conscious as imllationists. 

They are not deliberately runnin away from thelr faith and people w s the 

c e with certain J ri in the Old 'old, especla ly in the century before the 

~ peo e hare de ns rat a steady attachment and a roost com-

nd le oltdaritv with th tr fe ow Jews ln other lands durln th supre 

misery of the r cent decade of collapse an disaster -- the hlackest of our 

many nt ht . ~ eir snltcttude and generosity h vc been urce of reassur nee 

to us and of amazement tot e world. Our peor>le h ve n' o huilt tell" c n 1 

in titutt with a 1 vtsh hand. The have b en remarkably re~ponsi le o the 

n es of th tr c ntty life. n if teer c ton of rYY beautiful t les, 

syna o~e nd cools in or coun ry t an indtcntion of loyalty o the faith 

of or f ther • then we may e fully ju tifted in our confld nee 

We have ood material to ui ld wt th. 

t" the future. 

e may al o look conftd ntly tow rds the future cue i rte n Jewish 

llf 1~ evolving in an env i ronment which i rn re friendly to religion nd not 

unfriendl tor li ious minorities. eligl n is not proscribed on these shore• 

the r ligiontst is not disadvantaged and Judaism is not un er attack, as in 

c0tmruni t lan •• The world in which we 11 e gives every encoura ement to religion 

an Judaism is free to develop nd to express itself. Government and p ople 

alike ha profound respect fr t e ptrttu l force in cl ilizatton, an attitude 

w ich l part oft e e sentlal pt em oft tr history. Judal m can thrive in 

such an envir nment. 
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Progre~stv Jud ism may a o look hopefu ly towa d the f ture, becauq 

rell~lous liberalism has alw y8 een a powerful factor \n the sptrttu 1 life 

of n,erica and h shad a long and honored traditi n. It 1 still a vital and 

vi orous force am ng import nt if t dominant sections of our population. 

Pro re ~ive rell ton oes not have to fight for its position defensively on the 

Ame ican see e. es progressive Judaism. 

ut just ::\ S there are factors which )ive us round for c ,1nfld nc in 

our future, there re factors w ich ,ive us round for c ncern. Th impressive 

faca e of Americ n Jewi h life may he omewhat d luding. The Temples and 

Synagogues are th r b i t the wors ippers are not, at least not in number com­

parable ith the phy ical a plitude oft e edifices or comnensurate with the 

o ligation o r.eli ioui:; a.ffi iation. 

but we are too busy to attend t .em. 

e are b y utl i s _na9-ogues nd Temples 

ny n our people have gotten into the 

ha it of not attending con•regati nal servlc regu larlz_ . The numher of Jews -
who are attending .ervicea r P.U arl.y ts pt'oportionat ly le s -- and co tder bly 

le• than th~t of any oth r re i Ju ~roup on the Amer.lean seen. 

e should build eautt ul Temp es and Syna o ·,es. It t fitting that 

we should worship the Lord in the heauty of holtnes , a amidst the holiness 

of beauty. y s ou ld we dwell in h uses of cedar and the ark of t h Lord remain 

in a tent? But th beautiful t ructures w ich we erect will not o themselves 

insure t e survival of 1r faith. 'lney may even be ull u into dan erous aelf ­

d lusions. It is we who are the Temple of our faith, or its whited apulcher. -
It ls we who are its girders am w4lls, its arche nd ome • its symbols and 

ornam nts. It; our lo}alt_ whic ts t he re, lenishing oil of its er Tamld. 

Te h ly ark will forever remain e pty and desolate tf the hearts of devout 

wors ip ers wt 1 not abide therein. 
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ton ago. a e and Psalmi t w rned our people a a1n t the tre of 

many branc'°'e w o e ro ts we.,..e few. They tau t us to look helow the urf c 

and re ard the root . In their e oned wisdom they knew that the storm of 

the world do often sweep down in violent fury• upon men nd instituti n 

and pluck them up and overthrow them if their roots are few. The al o taught 

us that we must take root dowtMard, if wear to bear fruit upward. 

How deep are our roots? Have e enour,h r se e of spiritual energy 

to withstand a prolonged crl i? Are we f std pletin the inventory which 

past ag have accumulat d? Have we ta en stock of our powers of esistance. 

not to af liction -- w have learned how to react to affllctl n -- but to the 

weakenin~ tnflu nces of prol ngecl w 11-belng and prosperity? I it ln the 

second or third gener'tt n that the proce of de and dissolution et tn. 

arvt wl y-J 

a trm root ich enahled 01 1r fat th and people \ 'hat wer th . tro 

to outrtd the many sto of the past? Not every Jewish c !Unity was so 

succe ul but where tt was. it was due to the fact that it h d sunk de p roots 

tn Jewi h 1 arning an study 9 

tion which our forefathers ob 

m wh t s learned w 

rvcd throughout the age 

r n~mttted. The tnjunc­

was : ,. and thou ha 1 t 

teach th m d\llgent y unto thy c 1ldren9 and thou halt peak oft m when 

thou si t test tn thy hous • when thou w lkest by the way, when thou lt t down, 

an wh n thou rise t up." It was the unflagging cultiv tion of heart and 

mind in the rich unfolding of the Torah which Insur d aurviv 1 for our people. 

These were th root of our people's life-• not lone th J lsh 

scholar but the educated Jewish lay n• the man for whom the Bible and the 

lat r Je ish writings and th Hebrew langu ge, which ls the v ry key to the 

ca ket of our literary treasures. wer. not sealed book. Professor Schechter 

record d what i undoubted ya cold hi torte fact wen he declared that 
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Rellentsttc J dat.m wast only one known to history hich d red to ke the 

experiment of di penalng with the SacT d LanguaRe• The result wa death. It 

withered way and terminated tn total nd wholes 1 apostasy fr m Judnl m. 

I It well with u on the scor of Jewl h 1 arntng? Are ur Sunday 

Sc ool producing a generation of truly educated J th m n and worn n closely 

familiar wlt the chronicles of our glortou years an then ble t tam nt of 

their p ople • courage and sacrifices? Ar the at h me in the literatur which 

the great minds and pious hearts of I rael h v produc d? Have they noun pro-

vision for the long jouiney he d -• or 1s the food,which earn rm to us from 

our fathers, now dry and mouldy? 

I h ve a feeling that w have been rowing sat· fled with mlnitT11m, 

with urfacea rather than w· th depths, or tf not sat1 fled, th n reconciled. 

There are those who con tder even the minimu xces ive. If that is the 

case, then there is round here for deep concern for tle future of our f.aith and 

the survival of our people. 

It ls,my dear fri nd, the inadequacy of our training and our r.ellgtou 

self-discipline wh ch a ou d Rive us erlous concern even in the v ry midst of 

our gratifying grm.1th and outward pso perity which deli~ht us all -- our 

inadequate teachers -- t etr tnadequat training -- the in dequac. of he time 

set aside f.or in tructton -• nd our own Insufficient r onal c itment even 

to t hose few di ciplin • which we h ve sc ,owled ed to be valid and vital for 

the survival of our faith. 

Heinrich Heine, in on of ht letters, write th the once stood with 

a friend f his befor th, Cathedr 1 of A. tens. His friend a ed him 'How is 

it th t we c n no loner build such an tmpre atve pile?" and he replied: 



. . ,.,_,_ 

"1en in tho e day had c nvictions 9 w mcxl rna h ve opini ns. and it required 

s meth in roore than n opinion to but ld a (',at le Cathedral•" 

•e mod rn Jews, have a go o inion about C)Ur Judaism, ut not trong 

en u~ c nvictions. t e ne d a ren _ al of that mas ive rel tgiou arne tn 

which oave tt to ur n esto t eir p tent of nohiltty. It i not a tter 

of how much but h".'M e rnc t • how tnw rd y, CN sacrificially! 

It t upon the inwardness of dais• u on the nt 1ectcal que t 

of C",od thro h the ti -honoured techniques of Jews 11 e 9 t ~ou le rning 

and tu y. throu h the dtsciplin of the devotional lt e 9 that we s all hsve 

to concentrate in the day~ to come. I t 

we mu8t c nfront our elve. 

tt hese P,rove o 11 tion t t 

'Ml re ts no longer any nourtshin food forte comin neratt M of 

Je·a in any pro ram of revision of surface c to and practices. 'e < re 

really down to the bon already . If 9 however. at t e behe t of a faith of 

bound le or zon~, ar.d of a tradition wht gave primacy to tu y and scholar-

ahl • we resolve to carry on, not catering to roocternity, bu eel~tn renewal, 

" not renchin out for discarded paraphej 11a, ut for ept and i ardness , 

we shal , I am confident, e le to ve nto the nscrutable futtP·e, knowing 

that the j r of meal sh 1 never be spent, neither shall the cru' e of oil 
i 

ever f 11 us. 

friends, t 

torrorrow! Not its fo 

future belon~ to Ju ism; Judal ml the aith f 

nd rttu ls-• th se r im ort nt only for us so 

a to dtsctp tne and nl rt us or our covenant d t sk nd our appointed 

deat ny -• but by it. pirttu 1 nd ro~ram - • a me .. e and pror,ram 
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de 1 ned to su atn and dv nc hu n life on rt. Judai m la a re son l 

faith, re on 1ve oth t n• instincts and to his asplr tions. t offers 

mankind a g spel of social pro ress nd it ummon m n to ocial action, to 

the b ildlng oft ood society in ju tlce, in broth rhood, and in peace. 

It 1 f 1th built n t n salv tioni mo r sign tion or asceticism. It hos 

confidence in n• inexhnu tible plr ttu 1 re ourc • It teach a boundless 

reverence for life and for 11th t con rlbutes to its nobl fulfilment and 

enjoyment • 

. 11 thee re original ideas of Ju aism and they are as v lid and 

vital in th tomic as thy were in the day f t Patria ch , t e Prophets 

and the Sa ~s. They r fr m eve 1st ng to ev rl ting. 



... at ei [!.hi th 1if I of p nal lren 1 th ... 

Ethi O th J- I 



On the grounds of Idlcwild, g.1teway to America. 

there will ari c soon a unique spirituJ.I haven - an 

Intcrnation"I } 1ugogue. 

It will house a ynagogue, Meditation Room, 

Reading Room, 1u ·cum and Information enter on 

Judaism. 

It will -,und a J. J rou<l symbol of Jud.ii~m tt: tifr­

ing to our country's deJic.ltion to the principle· of 

freedom of con cicnce and worship. 

The e • York Bo.i.rd of Rabbis is proud to h.i.vc 

been chosen to .issume the re ponsibility of bringing 

to realtzat1on, on beh.tlf of the Jewi h ommunity 

of Amt:ma , thi \'i ion of the Jewish heritage and 

spirit. Your interest and ·upport arc invited in this 

n.ition.d historic effort. 

On /he OccaJion o/ JtJ 

{]ljhlielh Aznil!erJart 

WJf Pa'J Jribule 

lo 

{]f!hf _A,Herican Jewi:Jh c:feaderJ 

and f o lhe Con9re9alionJ 

.y1onJoring I he budding ,/ 

Jhe Jnlernalionaf 

al a '::binner 

Jhur.1ia'J l'lll'tling, ma'J Jhinl 

ninelun h1u1Jrnf anJ Jixl'J-lwo 

ul Jix o 'c/o, h 

Jht lomnwJore _)/of,/ 

r/ew '/jork Ci!'/ 

In fl onor of ,om11111J1,,I Le,ulel'.lhip 

!JI The Pine.rt 

/1111erict1n ,md /eu ·,.ih Tri1ditio11s 

JA< OB BLAU Tl-I, 

* 
~·AMUI:L H. DAROFF 

* 
A. WAS Al OR PHIi.Ii' . L KI.UTZ, 'I< K 

* 
(,0\'J:R 'OR II UlBERT 11. 1.1:H MA ' 

* 
JO El'H 1AZER 

* 
MJ'.X TER 

* 
AD URAL LEWI L. TRAU 

* 
LAWRE CE WIE 
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on the occasion of its 

OOd/4 
tenders this 

reception and dinner 

in honor of 

EIGHT AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS 

and to the congregations and individuals 

sponsoring the building of 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYNAGOGUE 

hotel commodore, new york city 

rosh hodesh iyar, 5722 

thursday, may 3, 1962 

at six o'clock 



to 

realize 

a 
great 

ideal 

On th ground. of Idlewild, gateway to America th r 

will ari:' soon a unique spiritual hav n - an Int rna­

tional "ynagogue. 

It will hou. e a ynagogu , Information ent r on 
Judai:m, Library, R ading Room and fu ·eum. 

It will :tand a,· a proud ·~·mbol of J uclai m, t tif ·ing 

to our country'.· cl dication to th, principl • of fre dam 

of con:cienc and wor:hip. 

The . T w York Board of Rabbi: i: privil ged to ha e 

b n ·ho,·en to a::um th r :pon:ibility of bringing 

to realization, on b half of th J wi... h ommunity of 

merica, thi: vi.,i n of the J wi h heritage and . pirit. 

Your int re:t and :upport are invited in thi national 

hi ·toric ff ort. 



program 

presiding ...................................... Rabbi Irving filll'r 

national anthem and hatikvah ........ Rabbi Ivan D. Rubin 

invocation ..................................... Rahbi Jo. i-ph Mill •r 

birkat ha-mazon ........................... Rabbi c;ill> •rt Klap •rman 

introduction of dais ....................... Rabbi William B rkowitz 

greetings ....................................... Mayor Robert F. Wag-n •r 

guest of honor awards ................. Rabbi Isra ,1 Mow. howitz 

address ....................................... Rabbi bba Hill ,1 • ilv r 

address ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • .. nator Jacob K. Javit 

recognition of congregations, 
sponsors and endowments ........ Rabbi Ian • teinbach 

benediction .................................... Rabbi .1. fax ch nk 



MR. JACOB BLAUSTU 

r of Pie idium nior 
re id<'nt Conf P1C.nc of 

' . 
'.\lat 'rial ( laim • A r~un 

(; rm, ny. 
ll'mh r. l' ... I><'l gati n t 10th 

Cen<'ra I A enit ly of l .• • • 
Member c,f m,rny l . ~. diplomatic 
mi ion : 010: d. 
H(Jll ,r,1ry Pr<' 1d nt and for_mer 
.·alional l'r• id•nt o . m 11can 
,le,d h CommittH. 

A BASSADOR PHILIP M. LUTZ ICK 

P. •. r 
non, I<' 

l'nit d 

tiv in th Ecu­
( t uncil of th 

Honorary J id ·nt of H'nai 
Br ith f r Pre 1d nt. 
l'. :. ( at , 1:!th and 15th 

• ·wn l , •n( ral em-
l,ly. 
. ' , Pd a A i tant dmini tra­
tor of . rational ll<•U ·ing ~ ncy 
and Commi ion of J, dt-ial Pubh 
Huu in Authon y. 

communal leadership 

in the ti nest american an 

MR. JOSEPH AZER 

Chairman, Board of Gov •rnor. of 
Hebr • :v l niY ·1 ity. 

rea un•r of . m rican f ri nd 
of H h1ew 'Cniver. ity. 
Donor of • m '.\lazcr Build-
in f ,r th • t of J ewi h 
. tudi ·, II h • . 
l{ecipi('nt Ill l'O}lll 

Awa1d, II 1h . and 
many oth 01 hilan-
thropic ac 

ADMIRAL LEWIS l. STRAUSS 

1c.mb r, l. :. dl'legation. Final 
A 11ni ticc ' m· n ion World \\ ~ r 
I. 
, peci. 1 ant to . er• ary of 
J ravy. 

Chairman, t mic Energy 'om-
mi .ion. 

\\: rded I i ·tin ui h cl . rvic 
l\1 llal, lt>dal of F're •dom, Legion 
uf • Iedt and many honorary d -

MR. SAMUEL H. DAROFF 

Pre id •nt, Am •rican Jew1 h 
L ague for I ·rael. 
Pr•. id nt of Board of 'ity Trn t . 
m ,mb ·r, I' nna. F.F ... P.C'. 
, erv d on • a tional 
Board of Director includm 

,JF,, JWB, .JD , PE . ~JA. 

He<.'ipiPnt < f many award. incl 1d­
ing· .Jewi h War \ et<>ran G Id 
.1e<lal Award, , tat of I ra I 

ward for Di tingui ·h d • I •rit. 

GOVERNOR HERBERT H. LEHMAN 

G ve r·nor of the , tat of < " 
York. l'rnmoted legi lation to p1e­
,·ent ocial and r •li riou • di crim­
ination. 

• .... enator from th . tat of 
• ·cw York. 
Director-g(•neral, nit d • ·ation 
Relief and Rehabilitation Admin­
i tration. 
LeadPr in Fed ration, l'.J .. aud 
all cau c of Jewi h intere t. 

iewish traditions 

MR. MAX STERN 

\'ice hairman, Board of Tru tee·, 
Y hh·a nl\'l'l'. ity. 
E tabli:h<.>d. t(•rn ollegc for W~­
men. Yeshiva l niv •rsity, nation: 
fir t liberal art: coll 1ge or wo­
men under Jewi:h au pice·. 
I• ounder and :\lembcr Board of 
On•r. ecr:::, Albert Einstein 'ol­
legP of ;\Jedicine. 
Pr • ident, The J cwLh Center, 
~ ·.Y.C., active in JA. F edera­
ti< n, :\1anhattan Day , chool. 

MR. LAWRENCE A. WIEN 

I'1·e~ident, F deration of. J cwi,h 
PhilanthropiP • of • '\\" 1 ork. 
\ ice 'hairman, Gr ater 'ewYork 

Fund. 
lemb •r, Board of Dire.cto1" _of 
. , . ommittce for nited ,. a-

t ion . 
Tru:t, •, Brand •is nivcr:it}:: 
nwmb 1 r Columbia ollegc ouncil. 

n•ated Wien International chol­

ar. hip Program. 



en owmen s 

Mr and Mr . u n uf 
Mr and Mr . Mort1m r M rcu 

Th Goldm n Foundation 

lsr el Cumming 
H.B. M ck 

Shomnm Soc, ty 
Mr Ab M lamut 

international synagogu nd 

80th anniversary dinner ponso 

11. ,11,d ;\It . H<'l lll.lll Hd h 
l r. l\1u] 1:l 11jam111 

lion. l h,11IP .I. I u1 I•) 
.1,·. Loui lkr •la 
;\Jr. :\la ,J. Hilhg 
.11'. and '.\Ir . William Hl,111k IPl'rt 

\IH·P and II a1·1) r:, o\\ 11 F,rnnda ion, file 
Bio ·I a1 ti JI(• 

\Ir. l n\111 •. <'h:lllin 
:\11· .. la !)of 
.:\Ir. :\Ia .J. Fink 
. Ir. H •111. Cranoff 
1 hc• < had(.' and b. tt•llt> c;n_• •rwhaum 
Foundation I nc. 
!\tr. S I Hn1· wilz 
.J('\\l 'h Po lal \\'orkP1 \\'elfn1 Leag-u1 
Tlw Jning- and ('lad) J'aufm: n J•oundati 11 

1 r .. I a • L. Ko<•p1wl 
11'. ,Jo ·ph Kurz, n 

'.\Ir. Cu t.i V<• L. Le , ) 
\I art~· and I• a •el Lip ehulz 
.Mr. and ~Ir:. B1•11. ta,cu. 
;\Jr .. Jack D. \\' iler 

I 1. , • '.\I 1 . Loui Otlt n 
f'a, k \ \ l' \I Pll101 ,al < h t(lt I 
Jo 11h IL and :\lartha <;, Po, nov 
JI 011 l\J a \\ c•ll l\1. H,dib 
:\lr .. Jac+ l{P 111·k 

Dr. Paul I i<•lwnfold 
l{iH·r ldl' :'.\l,•mo1·1,tl ( 'hap I, In,•. 
;'ii r. JI a11) Hothmau 
'I he• \ \ 'illianr J'. and \'il'J.!;IIIIH F .. alomon 
Family 1-'ounda io11 
. I,. and ;\Jr·. I 0!)('1 ·ht•r 
• <·h\\al lz Bro· .. h·m I ial ( hap •I, Jne . 
S1mo11 I 11uncl,1lw11, hw. 
1\1 r. J acol • olornon 
'.\1 r: .• 1 a ha11 8t , :w • 
\dmiral LP,d I, . .'tr au 
Mr. Loui. 'I a ·in 
Te11ze 1. CtePnhlatt. Fallon • J'aplan 
. ti. II 1•n1·) Zi. kin 
:\I r .. JI •111y Zi kin 
. I 1·. \'i< or Z1. kin 
\\' c>. tmi11 tc1· hapd 
,Jt•\\ i ·h Philau hr pie 

Kir. <·h •nbaum Bros. Jnc . 
L •agu • of Br ok l ·n 



Co11gregatio1 Aywills .. 1cl,i111, Yo11k1•rs, i\'. }'. 
Rabbi Solomon H. \\'aldenlwrg 
. tr. J . c11h Tauber, Pn• ulent 

Temple Ahav,itl . 'Ii lorn, /:l"o 1kl1111, •. l. 
Rabbi . Ainu • t<>inhach 
Mr. Harn· 1. W<'inbcrgt•1, Pa id •nt 

A. ·toriu ('c11t1 r of Is, a1 I,.'. L 
Rabhi Abraham I. F •lo in 
Ir. Juliu Ual'<l, Pre ·1d nt 

1\tlu11tirJ:ruc/1,l111i·I ('t11t ,·, • 1'. 
Rabbi . ol Roth 

11'. Harry .J. Srulowitz, Pre idt:1 t 

Co1111. I.Jdh /Ju t'ld, L nbruok, ,\. }". 
RabLi l\1or1 i. :. Fri •clman 
1\lr. 'ol Greene, Pr• iclPnt 

1'1 m11f1 IJ, th f:l, C 1lal'l1111.·t, L 
Rabhi Edwnnl T. ,'nrnho\\ 
.lr. Ben.J. llu1wit(h, Pns1cle11l 

Cu1111n·11utio11 IJ, tJ /,'/, ~·nuth <hull{I , • '.J. 
Rabbi 'I h1•oclor<' Fri1•<lm:rn 
. lr. I.oui • .I. ;\l1·tz~er, Pn• ideut 

IJ, ti El ... 7y111111011 I! .• ·, 11 J:o /rrl/1,. •. )'. 
Rahui lhl\ id l. <:olovt·rd·y 
. tr. Stanl1•y I. B,1tk111 

C11ngn gafi1111 J:cth lld/1 Int \\ llshi11yf11u 1/1 iyl ts,, • l. 
J{auhi Hug0St1a11.ly 
Dr. Paul Si111011, Pre ,dent 

l'c,11g.!Jttl ,'/n/,,111,Lu1tl'tllr1, . }', 
Habhi (;ilb It rlapl'I man 
'.\l r .. '01 man Gonion, Pre ident 

(',n,g1·q1<1t1o,1 l't 11111[1 /:,th. "/11,I0111, F/111;!,11 {I. \'.). 

Rnbhi Iler. clwl L •vin 
?111·. F,. nk .. C11c11c,l n• idl•nt 

T 1111Jl( /Jeth. ho/om, Hnsly11,. •. L 
R.1.Jln A1·io S. Hn1m 
. 1r L1•wi • l{ . ni°eh, Pie idc11t 

East F:Hd 'f( 111plc. Long £:, acl. ,\. L 
l{ahbi .Amo W. Miller 
Mr. 1onro ~obcl, Pre ·idenl 

T11,1plt F..1111rn11d, E11glnuaod,, ' • ./. 
J al,1,i .Artl11n Hi>rtzb rg-
l\Ir. Harold Jleltze1·, President 

T 111p/, 1-:,1111,1111 I, U,ookly,1, .\'. l'. 
Habbi Barul'h. ilv r tein 
Mr . . 1ol'l i - f u nnan, Pn· ·i<lent 

Tc111pl1 T-:111u111wl of (,n at Sak, S. L 
Habl,i Walter II. Plnut 
l\lr. <:col'gl' Kern, Pn• id<.'nt 

7', IIIJ•lt 1~·,1111 111, I, Ly11IH'1JOk', .\'. 1·. 
Hat,bi Harold I. 'ap ·r tcin 
Mr. Paul Kutcll, Pn•--idl'nt 

('011yngatio11al E111a,w-El, S. 1·. C. 
naut,i ,Juliu ;\lark 
l\IL Alf1£>d It Bachrach 

1<:f111m1t J, ,ush C1111 ,·, El11w11t, X. 1·. 
Hnhbi :-'amucl Z. Gla:e1 
Ir .. ol Baum, Pn•. idc11t 

Ea.'lt ;Uidu ood ./, 1ei:h C111/1 r, J:r11okly11, ~•.}. 
Rabbi llany Ilalpt•rn 
Ir. Arthur L. Kleigman. Prc ·i<lent 

J,'Jutl•n h .J,ni·li ('111/cr, /Jrookly11, .\'. Y. 
J abbi Abraham '.\I. llell('l' 
.\1 r. Herbert H dell, Pn•:dcknt 

F, u st llills .J, ,ci. h Cutt r, For1 t Hills, N. Y. 
Rabbi H n Zion Bok et 
;\l r. :.Iii ton i\I. Wino~rad, Pr• idt•nt 

Fn 1 • /llllf/of//11 uj Flu, hiny. 1
• Y. 

f{abbi, lnx :\lc•n-1· & Rnhbi l harlc ,. Agin 
!\It·. Dani I Ko1~nblum. 1'1e:id •nt 

Fr c :,y11agor111 ,,j U-1 tch .;:1£'1, Wt. l' 1110 1,. '. 

l{abbi L<.'011 .I irk 
.:\lr. ,'nmu I Ber had, Pre ·id •nt 

congregational sponsors • BOth anniversary dinn r 

T1mJ1h JJ'11a1AIJ1alw111, \111111/.-,. '.J. 
l<ahbi Jo. chim Prinz 
.1 r. ~ • onnan 1' •ldman. Pr id nt 

( OIi{}. /:'11111 ,. llll l, M1llb111 II, \. J 
Rabbi la Gruen• \aid 
:'II r .. 1•y111om Lel.i hol . PI id n 

ouy.!f'naiJu:h 11u11,, •• 1·. (. 
Rabbi William B •r o ,·itz 
Hon. l'hnrle L .. ilvcr, Pt c idcnt 

Brnok/1111 Jc ll't, h C, 11t1 I', /J1uukly11,. •. } . 
Rabbi Isr,wl ll. Lt•H•nthal 
Rabbi H •nj, min KI t•it11m11 
Dr .. lo <' patt, Pie 1d •nt 

Thi 81 othc, lwo<l 'y11agoy1H,. •. •. C. 
R,1bbi Irving ,I. Block 
l\lr. Loui Rl\ki11, l'rc idu1t 

1'< 111pl J; t/1 /~'I of Mw lwttm, lJ ach, I: o ,kl 111,. •. 1·. 
Habb1 Loui l. L ,t} •rman 
I r .. Bernanl 'hri tenfcld, 1 1 idcnt 

( 111t1 ul yI <1g 111111 o tly Ho, ·c, .. } . < •. 
H, bbi David .J. on 
Mt. iatth ,, • H 

Comm rnity Cr, ft I of We t JJ II J> t1acl,. •. L 
Habbi Abraham . I. . lo c on 
Ir. ]rYn g Goldm n, l'r<' 1d •nt 

'011 n at it( ... :1111auou11c 1Jf F1ftl ,1t111111,, •. } •. . 

H. bbi Gilb rt Ep t in 
11. Mil on Black, l'r' 1dl•nt 

'on!J. l)a,chay Jay. 1wt, , . } . 
H bLi 1thur nd r 
Mr. H r1 . \ , l'r id 11t 

T, 11111/1 t ;nt . vl I', 11.1< r, f, /ii.·ltrnJJ,. •• }'. 
Hn l,l11 • 'amm•l . 'drnfl<-r 
!Jr. Hat 1~ .' •hn id•·, Pr ·ident 

111 lirCtl' /11 fit11/1• 11[ r ·11ir1 J' ·1ty Heigh ', t:r,1 .,·, •• l. 

Rahbi .'imon (;. Kramc1 
Jl t', F1·cdcrick Katz, President 

Jlrwl t East /fodwu:uy .]1 n·i ·h C't nf1 ,·, X. \'. 
l{abhi .\lord i\l. C:oldbcrg-
.:'l! r. F 1 re t T. Wei. bur t, Pr idcnt 

Tc111pl< Jli/1, l. 1'allcy St nam, N. Y. 
Rnhhi .fncob Hack 
:\lr. Danid 'hnne , Pre . 

J/illcrc. f .}, wi h '1 ,,t, ,·,Flu.hi 1111, .\'. Y. 
Jtnbbi I. rael Mow howitz 
Dr. Louis ooper, l'n· ident 

Hill icl,-Hollis l/1 Ul'Ctl' C< 11t ,·., •• r. 
Rabbi Ben 'l.ion . tcindel 
!\Ir. braham II. Kutno 

1/olli Iliff Jn, iRh C1 ,ti< r, N. }'. 
l abhi '.\I • L. Forman 
:\Ir . .'nmucl Worth, Prc.·idcnt 

1/olli lt'of)d,J 1d It 'cnt<r, \'. )'. 
Habhi Pincha .1.·. D. Bt·cner 
i\11. Alb•tt Wolf. l're ident 

Tc11 pl I 11i11I, Fon. t /Iii/,, X. l'. 
Rabbi Jacob Poli h 
Ii. !Ja,•id . Whit•, Pr•. id •nt 

Tt mp/ /. rnd of <,n at X1 ck,.\. Y. 
Hnhb1 :.1o1d t•ai \Va. mnn 
, l r .. mnucl . Broch t •in. Pre id •nt 

and the i 

/. ra,•l C1111, ,. uj II il/111 st ,lfouor, F/11shi119, l '. }', 

Rahhi Benjamin Tt•lh•r 
'.\lr. Da id Fl'I·, Pre 1dcnt 

'/ 1 11111/1 I -rarl Cutt u, l\'l11t1 I 'la111s, , ' • }'. 
I{ 1blii ~la • l; •IL 
~Ir. Harry Dean. !'re. i(knt 

T, 111])/1 / /'Ill/ 11/ .lll/llllll'll 

l{alihi Albert c; .. iln•nnan 
I\1 r. l n·111 Hu lll, Prt• id •nt 

Th, ,/, 1t ,, h (', 11trr 
l{abhi Ll•o .I u11~ Habbi • • orman Lamm 
:\Ir. ~la. Stn-11, I're id nt 

./u11wfra JctLish <'• 11ft,, S. 1·. 
l{ahlii : . < ;er hun LC'\ 1 

:\I 1. Samu,•! IL Kaplan, I'n• id, nt 

,!twi.l C,11/ll'of /:ay 1</1 (ul.~,C)w111·, •. )'. 

Rabbi .J o:-;hua l lertzh rg-
M 1· . .:'lll'Yl'l' 'adrnff, l'n•. id 'Ill 

./1 wi ·le ('111t1 >·of.Jack. 011 /11 iyht.· 
Rabbi lvrnn ;\l. I· en~t •r 
'.\l r. 'ami.1l•I B . .'chaet ·Pr. l'n• 1tl,•nt 

.Jc11•isltl',11f1roJ K1yt;a,1lt11s/11ll•,(}n 111 , •• }. 

l'ahbi I. ' lwr Kir:shblum 
I\1 r. r.lliott Lipitz, l'n id ·nt 

.JI ll'i ·Ii {'n, ft 1 of [ ',111, ,·. 1ty I/ t i11h / •• J: I 011.,, X. } . 
l{ahbi 1-~<hrnrd .'choenfcld 
:\l 1. .:\la· Kt'lll'l, l'n· 1dent 

.I 1cishC.:01111111111ity(. '111t,1,l/(1111·,,11,.\'. }. 
l'abbi . aul I. 'I\•plitz 

l . Jac•oY D. Fuc e1g 

.I wu;/ '0111111,r111t.1 < ·, 11ft,, 'J'u111, rk .• \ . ./. 
a ua • \V • 

. Ir ll n, l nt 

1/, o/ 1/a,,lw • , t, /,. I., X. }'. 
i J. I ip. y 
I .. lath, l'1e id nt 

ational synagogue 

•£•11!/· J{,hdlttth /1;1u,I, /:1or1kl111•, \It,·.·. 
I' lihi ,\1.amtel .'nltz111a11 
.11. g • 1; mi11 ·iJ! •I. l'rc id •11t 

,•!J. 1{1 h1luth /, /r111·1111, ,·. )". C. 
,ahuiJ<, eph JI. Lool.teiu 

~lr .. la· J. Etta, l'r if nt 

Ki11t1.-b,illvl'll1111Jrt•.1,,d 1, c,1111,·, I:1011,· .• '.). 

l{ahhi I. ra1•l .\I ill er 
:\Ir. Robert Ill• ht, l're id •11t 

J,arch111011t T, 111pl<, X. }'. 
l'ahbi i\lorri .• •. K •rtzncr 
Mrs. :\lauril'c '.\lcrn1ey, !'re id ·nt 

Li11!'0l11 />a,·J.- ./111•1, }, ('111f<1·, )'on!,·, 1.,. •. 1·. 
I{ 1hbi .'olonwn tl•Jn tl'ill 
11r .. 'orlon 'harkin, l'rc id •nt 

< '011.r1. M111111t i1111i, /Jr,10!.-/1111 .• '. Y. 
Rabbi I adore A. Aaron 
:\Ir. Uavid K. Lc\'y, l're id •nt 

Co1111n1111/i1111 Ult, b, 'Jwlo111,, ·u,,th On111111, .\' • ./. 

llabbi Loui , I. Lt•,·it ky 
,\lr. Th odorc Krohn, l'tl'. i<h·nl 

/'nrk·,lr111H1 ·y1w11og11c, '. }'. • 
Ralibi Judah. 'ndi'h 
:\Ir. Jacob Klein, l'rfl ·idcnt 

Uctdio ('ity .'y1111goy111', .V. LC. 
I nbh1 Jonah \\'cinbcl'J!' 
. l r. William ' I kin, Pr• id •nt 

/'111ol'urkJ1wi h ·,ntcr,.'. }'. 
fhLbi Jo iah D •,by 
,\1 r. I>nvi<l G re •nbaum. I're ident 

Rir, l'dult J, 11•i. I ', 11ter, S. }'. 
Hnbhi Jat'ob 1. .'ablt> 
Hora. Morri .E. ~pcctor, J'rc id,•nt. 

Ui1•1 rclal T1 111111 , S. L 
Rabhi < harll' E. ~ h11l111a11 

\Ir. 1\lyron Bt•rrnan, Pr 0 ·id •11t 

J'r111pl1 /fo 1111h Sho/0111,. •. \ . < '. 
l{abl.>i Loui I.. 'cw111an 
:\Ir. \\'alt,•r \\ ,•i 111:11111, 1'1 e. ich•nt 

Cony .. ·J ttnln/1 1', Jtlu. F'n,· lfo<'kat('lll/, \'. }". 

Habhi E111a111wl l'ack1111111 
l\l r .. 'a111ut:I \\ :dtz1•1·, l'n• 1d1•nt 

('0119 •• 'hutlll /'0111/i, /:rook/1111, s. r . 
l'abh1 .lo l'Ph Mil!P,· 
l\l r. , 'ul I >n11it·I. Pl'c 1dent 

<'111111 •• hun,, 1,((/ k, .\'. 1. C. 
l{alih1 \rthur 'I. Hu1·h 
l>r . .'amu1•l H. l.t'vi111•, l'n• i<lc·nt 

Co11y .• '/wun Z11l, k, U1ookly11, S. l' . 
1:nbh1 :\la . t·henk 
l>r .. II• <'. 11 kind 

C11ny .. ·1i,c111flt /s,11,/, \'. l .(' . 
l{ahlii l>a vid I >c>:--cJla l'ool, E1m rit 1 

1':1bbi I ,nu. < . <:P1 t(•i11 
!1011. Ed~nr .I .• 'ntha11, Jr., l'n• idl•nt 

• 'i11,1i ('011qn y11tim1 of 11, /Jronx,. •. }'. 
J:al,lii lln1111111 W., aville 
;\Ir. A.,I. ~ il\crn1an, l'n· idcnl 

Tempi, , 'wui uf Uosl.111, N. } . 
Raltlli Alvan D. Hubin 
'.\Ir .• 1or11m11 \\\•i Ill 11, l'rc.idu1t 

Co,,, .. ·011s u/ lsra, I, H'uod1111'/'1, N. }'. 
lhl.Jh, I rviu~ l\f I II •r 
11. ,lo •ph Ja pan, 1'1 •. idl·nL 

,.."11f/tJ/I /'/ar•1,. 'J/111{/tJJ)III,, •. } • (' • 

l{ahbi David H. Kah n, 
.11. Ah1aham <:ood111a11, I'll' 1dt•11 

T, 11111/1 To1nh 11/ l,litl, .\er!.,.\'.}". 
l:i..11111 llcrm,ltl J. Zwtll ·nlier~ 
i\I r. , 'nmud Hof tem, l'n•:idl•nt 

C,11111n JJ1it,,,11 l'r11 oj l.1/1, \',,II, y, • ltll/11, i\'. }'. 
ltabht Ary •h L. <;otli •Ii 
.. 11. ;\l1•y •r l.l•vin •, l'r •. 1d ·nl 

1'rt111u11f T, 1111dt, J:, 011.,:, .\'. l'. 
I{• bl.Ji l\lnur1c· • J. Bloom 
lJr ... ·ath;1n < h •. man, l'rc idcnt 

['111,11 /(1•/111111 'J'flllJ>/t,/-'rnporl,,'. f. 
Hahbi B •1·11ard Zlotowitz 
. Ir. rthurJ. lJi.·on, Pre idt•nt 

(', ;,,,, Tt 111plt, J:ruukly11, .V. }'. 
Habhi lfn·d L. Friedman 
'.\Ir. J<;dward 1':lman, l'rl':sident 

('11itcd S, plwl'</1111 of J:rook/1111, • • } • 

l{abhi Arnold B. ;\laran 
Mr. Irvin• Hazan, I'rc id ·nt 

fo11ia .J, 11•ish <', ,,t, r, Flushing, J\'. }'. 
Hahhi Zl'li~ S. Chinitz 
11r. Samud Solomon, Pr• ·id nt 

H'1 std11·strr ./11 ish (', 11it'r, .\'. Y. 
Rnbbi I rving Ko low 
;\Ir. Gordon Lyon , l'r . ident 

Whit sfolll 11 l,n u 111( r, .\'. L 
Rabhi ,Jo. q1h Zeitlin 
'.\Ir .. ·am Ro enhlo111n, l'r• idcnt 

C,11111n,qafion }'mu1g I racl of Cm1 0111"<', JJJ·o,v, 1 •• }'. 

Rabbi Max Hoch 
.1 r. Raymond ~ chwartz, Pr id nt 

('011qn·yatio1, Zichr1111 Ephraim, 1
• l'. 

Hahbi Arthur. chnei •r 
.1 r. B njamin J. W •ii, Pr 'sident 



the new york board of rabbi 

over 800 . .. who serve 3,000,000 

the early years 
In 1 1 a mall group of prominent rabbi , i.· 

in number, b Iievin r that th• time had come to 
band together to advance J udai m among all seg­
ments of tht• Jcwi h population, organized the 
'ew York Board of Jewi h :\linister::;. Thee were: 

Rabbis Gu:-tav Gottheil. Adolph Hueb. ch, Henry 
:. Jacob , Kaufann Kohler, I•. de . ola !\lend •s 
and II. P rcira ~lcndcs. Our pr• Pnt larg- -seal• 
prog-iam, ,.,:hilc wider in ·cope and <.·on iderahly 
more detailed, has s enlially the ..:ame ba ic goal· 
as tho e . et down almost four decades ~ go. 

In the en:~uing years, under the guidanc 
many outstanding pre ident , num •rou • cdu a­
tional and charitable enterprise cam• into .·i.-t­
ence and flouri. hcd. Among- th • wc1 c th Hehr w 
Institute, reorganized in 1 1 mdcr th• name of 
the Educational Alliance; the P op! • • ~ •nagogue, 
of which th• Emanuel Brotherhood i an off- h ot; 
the Hebrew I• r • • chool and th• Pri. on r ' Aid 
Society, now known a th ,Jcwh;h Board of 
Guardians. 

the past 1 6 years 
In Hl4H the name of the organization was 

changed to that of the cw York Board of Rabbi~. 
More than tht• name was chang d at that time: 
the whole admini:trativ • structure of the Board 
was reorganized and e. ·panded. Thi wa m d 
po ·siblc by the fir..:t annual ·ubvention of the Fed­
eration of Jewi ·h Philanthropie,' of New York 
for the maintenance of chaplaincy .·ervice. in vol­
untary in titution •. Through thi • :ubvention, th• 
Board wa: enabled to engag-e its full-time General 
Secretary and haplaincy Co-ordinator, and thus 
b gan th shaping of the Board's program into 
its present form, which from then on moved 
ahead rapidly in very direction. 

berg hall 
In 1954 the Board acquired it p rmanent home, 

a five- tory :tructure at 10 Ea t 73 treet, from 
the Albert A. Berge tate. Prior to the acquisition 
of B rg Hall, the Board'· headquarters were at 
Temple Emanu-El, at 150 ·as. au treet and 130 
\Ve ·t 42 treet, with meetings hdd .... enc rally t 
th Spanish and Portugue e yp.agogue. 

membership 
From 6 rabbi in 1 1 to 55 in 1916, to 200 in 

19-!G, the. 'YBR ha g-rown to almo. t 750 orthodox, 
con ervative and r form rabbi.:, the world'~ large t 
reprc l'ntativc rabbinic grnup en·ing th wol'ld' 
large t ,Jewi ·h community in ew York tate and 
th, metropolitan area of rew Jersey and on­
n ctkut. 

During tlw n •arly eight decades of its existence, 
th Board ha. repre~ented Judaism, protected the 
rcligiou right. of J ws, encouraged J C'Wish edu­
cation and philanthropy, offered a program of 
spiritual mini tration to the ·ick, and ha. been a 
force of eivic b ttcrment. 

insti utional chaplaincy 
Th 1ap mcy program of the Board, through 

o p • o 1 7 chaplains, bring solace and spir­
uida e • to over 250,000 Jewi ·h m •n, women 

an hil r n in mm e than 1 5 ho pitals, homes for 
the a~ , mental institutions, correctional institu­
tion·. ~outh .·helt •r.·, and nur ·ing homes. This pro­
gram i serving as a model for Jewish chaplaincy 
in the nited 'tate • and Canada. 

training rabbis for greater service 
The Board's In ·titute for Pastoral Psychiatry, 

the first of it: kind under rabbinic auspices, pro­
vides trainin •· in religious ministration and pas­
toral oun elling to rabbi· who serve as chaplains 
in general ho ·pital.:, mental hospitals, correctional 
in.-titution , home for the aged, youth helt rs and 
nur ·ing home·. The Institute' · Department of lin­
ical Pastoral Training at Bellevue Ho ·pital, cw 
York ity, off •rs a program of clinical pastoral 
training- te rabbinical ·tudents to prepare them for 
the pa:toral a:pects of their rabbinical functions. 
Smee th inception of the Institute in 194 , over 
500 rabbi· and rabbinical students availed them­
~elve. of thi • program. 

guarding the community 
The Board erve • a· a watchman to alert the 

community concerning individual or groups who 
would deba e our mo ·t sacred traditions. It en­
dor:e • beneficial legi lation and oppo ·es unwhole­
some legislative encroachments. In its role as a 
guardian, the Board int rvene: in in tances where 
Jewi.·h religiou • rights are violated and vigorously 
uphold • the traditional American principl of ep­
aration of hurch and tat . 



advancing judaism 

The Board's primary concern is to advanc 
J udai m and strengthen the J ewi:h community. 
In fulfilling the:e objective:---, the Board lends its 
full coopl•ration to other community-minded local 
and national Jewish groups. 

brith milah board 

Th Brith ::\lilah Board of rew York, an inde­
pendent organization established in 191 by th<1 
Kehilla, now function. through a . ubvention of 
the Federation of Jewish Philanthropic· allocat d 
through the YBR. This Board has as its aims the 
certification and supervision of the Mohl'!im and 
the advancement of the cause of ritual circum­
cision. 

consultation center 

The Consultation and Information enter on 
Judai ·m of the Board make. available its services 
through a panel of con ultant: to tho:c who se k 
Jewish inform~tion or need guidanc in meeting 
their personal Problems by the light of the Jewish 
tradition. 

spokesman for the community 
Both ew York City and , tate look to the Board 

for recruiting and endorsing Jewish chaplains for 
service in municipal and state institutions. Offi ial 
agencies, as well as civic and religiou • orJ?;aniza­
tions, seek the opinion of th Board for th authen­
tic Jewish attitude towards important i. su of 
the day. Governmental authorities caJl on the 
Board to designate official representatives of the 
Jewish community to participate in civic c re­
monies. 

radio and television 
The ew York Board of Rabbis has always been 

sensitive to the need to employ all communications 
media for an appropriate Je\vi. h religiou: me -
sage. Beginning with a radio series " andles in 
the ight" years ago, today it utilize· many radio 
and televi. ion tations for the dissemination of 
Jewish information and inspiration. These include 
Ch10·ch of the Air (CB radio); /11 Good Faith 
(W BC-iadio); ew York Rrligious Composite 
(WABC radio); The Jewish Ho1tr (WH radio); 
(W fCA radio). Look Up and Lii'c (WCB -Tv), 
Way to Go (W BS-Tv); Gii'e Us This Day 
(WCBS-Tv); The .Jewish Heritage (W B -Tv); 
The Jewish Fourth R (W B -Tv); ennon tte , 
and Prayers (W AB -Tv, W B -Tv); Special 
Holiday Program -All radio and Tv stations. 

the jewish bible association 
The Jewish Bible A ·sociation was founded by 

the ew York Board of Rabbis in 105 a the 
agency for the promotion of Bihl ·tudy among 
American J e, s. 

The A o<."iation . pon c,r. n numbt•r of activiti •s 
desig-nt>d to promote know! dg- of the Bible. One 
of it · ha ic projl•d. i. tlw l'ncourng-t>lllt'nt of daily 
Bihlc n•adi11g-s, <>Ill' chaptl'r t>aeh day, hy 111 •an· <;f 
it· print<·d ·•t 'all•rHlar of Daily Hibl• Hending ." 

Throu1.d1 it: altiliation with thl' W1 rid Jewish 
Bihl<1 

• 'oeict: in ,Jet u akm, I Tad. the • ·o~·iation 
bring-: to it.· member ('onmtl•ntarie. 'llld interpr<1-
tation: in both lh•hr cw and En •Ii. h de i •m•d to 
enhane<1 Uw u11dpr ·tanding of the HiblP both in 
pl'r. onal a wl'il a· g-1·oup . tudy. 

international synagogue and 
jewish center 

nch·r the au:picl' of tlw • 'YBH, the Intt•r­
national ."ynag-og11e and ,JPwi ·h Cent •1·, the first 
house of wo,· ·hip of it: k111d in tlw world c•n·r to 
be l,uilt to nwl't tlw nt•(1<b of tht• trn,·t>ling puhlil-, 
,viii oon ari t• at. \·w York IntPrnati<mal irport, 
Idl(•wild, .. Y. Thi . ynagog-lll', :;ta11di11g- at thl• 
ero::rnads of th• ,,odd, will ·t1n·c• the :piritual 
nt.•ed: of thl· wo, ld t1·av(•ll•1-.· of tlw ,Jt•wi h faith a 
Wl'll a. tht· .J ewi h cmployl·c• • at .1 • l1 W York Int.,._ 
national Airport. 

In kl'l'ping vith tlw idl'al of unity of th• .Jcwi. h 
c-ommu11ity to which t}w • 'ew York Board of 
f{abhi • is dPdic-al<•<J. t}w fntPn1atio11al .,ynagog·ue 
will ·tand : a ymliol of tlw n•ligiou: unity which 
will bind h .J • •i. h pt•opl<• togl°thl'r in Ulll' frllow­
:hip. 

israel 
Prior to the t-lulishment of tht> , 'tall' of Israel 

and ;-;ince th n, tlw 1 ·ygn ha;,; given its moral and 
finan<:ial a ,istanc·c• to, and ha.' mobilized tlw sup­
port of th• .Jcwi:h conrnn111ity on h •half uf Zion. 

a lifeline to world jewry 
Throug-h the• International .Jewish Affairs 'om­

mittce, th<.'. YBH has hpt in constant toueh ,vith 
Jcwi h cummuni i • throug-huut th• woi-ld. It ha·, 
fr<>m time to time•, :ent <l •lt'gations to visit far­
flung Jl'wi:h eommunitie: in order to estahlish 
clo:er ties of religious frllow:hip with them. In 
rn5H a dell'gation of lhl• ,. YBI' wa: amon~ the 
first to vi:it Russian ,Jewry. nother <l<•legalion 
vi:ited Poland at th• invitation of th Jcwi:h com­
munity th re in order to mak • a study of conditions 
in the repatriate camp.·. Tlw International Jewish 
Affair· 'ommitte<1 has also :upplied religious arti­
cles to J •wish eommuniti •: who were in need of 
them. 

Watchman for the Community-Guardian of its 
rights-, pok man for th m n, women and chil­
dren of this, the largest .Jcwi:h ommunity in the 
world, th YBR, in it. 0th consecutive year, 
look forw~rd to h(• traditional r/' 1•10-os ( str ngth) 
ascrib d to an octog narian by the Ethics of thr 
Fathn s . .. The hie·. •d potential Ii s ahead ... 

Israel u·ill be rrclccmed only when they will achic1'c unity among thrmsclt'('S. 
Tan}rnma,. 'itzai,im 1 



80th anniversary dinner committee 

Rabbi Irving- Miller 
Chainna,1 

Rabbi A. Alan teinbach R tbbi Saul I. Teplitz 

honorary sponsors 

Rabbi amuel Belkm 
Hon. Emantwl Celler 
Hon. John T. lancy 
Rabbi Loub Finkelstein 
Rabbi elson '. Glueck 
Dr. 'a hum Goldmann 

Co- 'Jiain,1 cn 

H. E. Abraham Harman 
Hon .. Jacob K .. Javits 
Hon. Kenneth B. Kt•ating­
Hon. Philip .M. Klutznick 
Hon. H rbert H. Lehman 
George , 1aiskn 

Rabbi David I. Golovensky 
Chairman. 1,ousor1-1 'ummittce 

Rabbi Julius :\lark 
Hon. Abraham A. Ribicoff 
Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow 
Hon. Simon E. obeloff 
Hon. Abe, tark 
Hon. Rob •rt F. Wagner 

Rabbi An·eh L. Gotlieb Rabbi Irwin C. Lowenheim 
• Go- 'Jwil'men lfrserl'atio11s 

area chairmen 

Rabbi Gilbert Epstein 
Rabbi Alfred L. Friedman 

dinner committee 

Ma1·tin Adler 
Emanuel Alexandre 
Barnev Balaban 
Juliu ·Bard 
Reuben Bar hay 
Stanl •y I. Batkin 
Gerald H. Becker 

larvin Berger 
Rabbi William Berkowitz 
Rabbi Samuel Blech 
Jo eph Blumenthal 
Seymour W. Brody 
Leonard Burchman 
Hon .• Iillard a.-s 
Irving Challop 
I:aac harchat 
Dr. • a than hessman 
Dr. Louis Cooper 
Bernard Chri tenfeld 
Oscar Dane 
Harry H. Darer 
Sol Daniel 
Harry Dean 
Arthur J. Dixon 
Max Elkan 
Edward Elman 
Max J. Etra 
Edward Freibrun 
!orris Furman 

Harry Gallant 
Max Goldb rg 
Rabbi Morris M. Goldb rg 
Benjamin Gordon 

Rabbi . forri • . Friedman 
Rabbi l\lax Gelb 

.. orman Gordon 
Rabbi I:rael Goldfar-b 
Irving D. Goldman 
Rabbi Israel Goldstein 
David Greenbaum 

ol I. Green 
Rabbi fax Gruenewald 
Rabbi Harry Halpern 
Rabbi . M. Heller 
Ben J. H urwitch 
Jo. eph J a.-pan 
Leo Kadet 

lbert I anter 
Georg, H. Kaplan 
Fredel'i k Katz 
Rabbi ,,ilbert Klaperman 
Arthur L. Klieg-man 
Rabbi Irving Koslowe 
Rabbi Benjamin Kreitman 
Paul Kutell 
Jacque Lang 
Samuel Lender 
Mey r Levine 
Det. Paul Levy 
Rabbi Theodore . Lewis 
E. A. Lipitz 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein 
Dr. Herman P. :\-lantell 
Howard . Math 
Rabbi Jo eph 1iller 
Rabbi Israel Mowshowitz 
Hon. Edgar J. athan, Jr. 
Rabbi David De ola Pool 
Mortimer Propp 

Rabbi imon G. Kramer 
Rabbi Jacob Polish 

Hon. Maxwell 1\1. Rabb 
Rabbi Emanuel Rackman 
Sidney Raphael 
Louis B. Resnick 
Judah Richards 
Louis Rivkin 
, amuel Rosen 
Rabbi Sol Roth 
Rabbi Alvan D. Rubin 
Rabbi Jacob M. Sable 
Rabbi Edward T. androw 
Rabbi Harold I. Saperstein 
Rabbi Max Schenk 
Dr. Harry chneider 
Rabbi Arthur Schneier 
Charles lig- ·on 
Rabbi David J. eligson 
Vidor ilberfeld 
Hon. harles H. ilv r 
Rabbi Baruch Silver ·tein 
Jack Simb rg 
Dr. Paul Simon 
Hyman inger 
Leonard pring 
Harry J. rulowitz 
Rabbi fordecai Waxman 
Harry L Weinberger 
Forrest T. Wei burst 
Lt. Loui • Wei t:r 

orman \Vei man 
Harry A. Wertlieb 
tilton 1. Winograd 

Rabbi Bt•rnard Zloto\ itz 



the new york board of rabbis 

Rabbi Gilbert Klapennan 
Rabbi Edward T. 'an<lrn\, 
Rabbi :\lax Schenk 

lbbbi BP11jarni11 Z. Kn.•itma11 
('J airman, 8.r 'Cl'fit•( C(l/llmitt, e 

Habl,i Harold IL <,onion 
l'ice l)rci;icl1 11f'! /·,',·f'Cldit, l"in·-l'nHi1k11t a11<l 

Oi1·1 d11r of Cht11>fllincy S1•r1·in·.<: 

Raubi Ah an I>. Rulii11 
Treasurer 

l'abbi I. Fr ·d IIollandPr 
ARs,wiaf( Din•1·f111· 
c1i,,,,loi,1ry, ',•rril'l'S 

Rabbi \\ illiam Berkowitz 
, 'ccrctary :\litehell Sak•m 1"isher 

( '111111:-;e/ 

Rabbi Louis Fink(•!stein Hahhi 

ex ecutive committee 

Rabbi l\lax A1·zt 
Rabbi Samuel Bl'rliant 
Rabbi l\Iaurice J. Bloom 
Rabbi Ben Zion Boks<.'r 
Rabbi .Judah Cahn 
Rabbi Josiah Derby 
Rabbi Abraham I. .F<.'!dbin 
Rabbi Mon-is H. Finer 
Rabbi Alfrl'd L. I◄ riedman 
Rabbi Morris 8. Friedman 
Rabbi :\1ax Gelb 
Rabbi Joshua L. Goldber~ 
Rabbi Max Gruenewald 
Rabbi :\lax Hoch 
Rabbi Ario S. Hyams 

past pres ident s 

*Rabbi Henry S. Jacoli~. l Hl H3 
*Rabl,i Kaufmann Kohl<•r, l!-i!l:~-02 
• Rab hi II. Pereira )Jen des, I H02'-0li 
*Habbi Joseph .'ilverman, l!J0t,-07 
*Rabbi F. de Sola )1cntles, HH) -0!l 
*Rabbi Maurice ll. Ilani:, Hll0-11 
*Rahbi Bernard llrachman, Hl12-13 
*Rahhi Rudolph Gro. ·man, ]!)14-15 

Rabbi David de Sola Pool, WHi-17 
*Rabbi Laac S . .Mo::;es, 1!)18 
*Rabbi l\lo:e,; ll.·amson, HI!!) 
*Rabbi ·a than . 'tl'rn, 1920 

Rnhhi Ll'on ,Tick 
Habhi L,1•0 .J m1g-
l abbi \\"olf • K<'lman 
l!abb1 :\forns '. 1· er zt•r 
Rabbi lsrad Klavan 
Rabbi Ed , l.'d K Kl in 
l abh1 I 1 :wl H. Levi thal 
Rabbi Juli s :\lark 
Habbi Amo. \'. Mill r 
Habl:ii ll'Vin~ '..\till< r 
Rabbi l:r.wl .Miller 
Rabhi Jh.•11jamin .:\1oq~enstern 
Rabbi ,Judah. •adich 
l'abbi Louis I. , 't•wman 
Hali hi .J a(·ob olish 

*lfahhi Clifton II. Le •y, 1!121-22 
*Rahhi, imon R. Coht•n, 1!12;3-21 

Rah hi rs rael < ;oJdstein, J!l25-21, 
*Rabbi Barnl'tl A. Elws, )!)27-2 
* Rabbi Elia~ L. ~010111011, 192!1-:JO 
*Rabbi Harry Wei , lnl-32 
*Rabbi )fax I>roh, Hl33-3 i 
*Rabbi . 'mnut•I J. Lt'v1n~on, Hl:J!i-3fi 
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Rabbi Abb~ Hillel 
Speaks. 

On the State of Jewilhn111 
in the U. S. A. 

Three Me>mentou1 Events. 
From the Address to the 

New York Board of 
Rabbis. ..-
By DR. S. MARQDSHE~ 

(Text or Address by Rabbi Hillel 
S iL e:. del:vcred before the New 

York Board o! Rabbi ) 

I. 
The four-score years which 

span the life of your organi­
zation have been among the 
most momentous in our his­
tory. In fact, during these 
years, the foundations of the 
whole earth were violently 
shaken. Wars, revolutions, and 
social upheavals, the like of 
which mankind had never ex­
perienced before, rent our 
world asunder. All the foun­
tains of the g reat deep, as it 
were, burst forth, and all the 
windows of the heavens rained 
disaster and confusion upon 
mankind. The spiritual life of 
man was also thrown into vast 
disorder. Science did indeed 
make remarkable progress 
during these years, bu t the 
spirit of man could not keep 
pace with it. The vast new 
nuclear power which science 
made available to man has 
actually threatened to destroy 
him. H has become his sword 
o! Damocles. 

The Jewish people which, as 
the Rabbis said, is always at 
the center of world events and 
crises, could not and did not 
escape the impact of these 
radical changes ·and dislodg­
ments. As so often in the past, 
it paid doubly for the g·ross 
blunders, errors and blind ad­
ventures which were com­
mitted. 

The prolonged and still un­
resolved struggle between 
militant socialism, between 
F a s c i s m, Nazism, and 
Communism, sent millions of 
our people to the concentra­
tion camps and the gas cham­
bers. Millions more were 
doomed to slow spiritual and 
cultural strangulation in the 
Soviet Union. Add up all our 
tragic casualties of the last two 
thousand years and they will 
not even approximate the 
number of our casualties of 
the last fifty years or even of 
the last twenty-five years. 

This is the first of the three 
momentous events which oc­
cured since your organization 
came into being. It is quite 
impossible to appraise the 
tragic enormity of the loss 
which our people sustained, 
the extent to which our cul­
tural and intellectual resources 
were consumed, in blood, fire 
and smoking furnaces - so 
many communities leveled to 
the ground, so many ancient 
centers of Jewish learning 
destroyed, so many gifted sons 
and daughters cut off before j 

( Continued on page 2) • 
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\hel 'ime. It yet remains to the isto~y 'peoples before . 
.seen whethtt we can· ever It i. uni and H is magnift-

f ully recuperate, whether we cent ! 
can replenish what was o Ev8l) prior to the yea~· 1314, 
fearfully drained away. the yeti which ushered in the 

Here lies the first challenge most violent disastrous half­
to the Jews of this generation centur in our history, Ameri­
- the N'tzurai Yisrael "the I can J w had organized ex­
fortunately preserved of Isra- ten ive aid for the immigrant 
el" - and to their spiritual Jews who were coming to the 
and communal leader . They United State from the Old I 
mu ·t restor "the year which World at an average rate of 
the locust had eaten." They one hundred and fifty thousand 
must rebuild what the dread a year, seeking a new life here , 
year had so pitifully wasted and a new hope. By 1914, 1 

and ruined. more than a million and a half : 
We must sow more exten- Jews had come to these shores. ' 

ively the seeds of learning Most of them were penniless. 1 

among our people. We must I They needed every kind of 
plant more numerously the assistance wh'ch Jewish im­
"Cedars of Lebanon," the Arzai migrants today require. Their 
ha-l'vanon, adeerai Ha-Torah needs for relief and integra­
the puissant scholars of the tion placed a heavy burden 
Torah. We must increase and upon the older Jewish settlers, 
expand our academies, estab- but they assumed it readily 
1ish and encourage more re- and as a matter of course. 
search in every field of Jew- Immigrant aid societies were 
ish studies. organized - settlements, relief 

The sec on d momentous agencies, technical schools, 
change in Jewish life which hospitals, orphanage and re­
Y ur organization witnessed settlement and re-distribution 
was the vast migration of our projects. 
people from old centers to The children and grand­
new Many other people have childcen of those immigrants 

•1ught them. Up to the close I are today the leaders, workers 
of the nineteenth century, and and donors in all our welfare 
for a few centuries prior to fund campaigns. Thus, the 
that time, the Jewish diaspora chain of benevolence has re­
remamed geographically fair- mained unbroken; the invisible 
ly fixed , fairly constant. But chord which binds generation 
with the eighties of the last to generation abides. 
century-just about the time This prompt and continuing 
your organization was founded response on the part of Amer­
- a great migration began ican Jews to the needs of 
and a sharp shift in direction fellow-Jews over a period of 
et in, which ha continued in I more than three-quarters of a 

a quickening tempo to this century, may well fill us with 1 

day. admiration. It was voluntary. j 
One tremendously import- No compul ion, no taxation! 

ant result of this change has The only dictation came from ! 
been the shifting of the popu- the hearts of men and women 
lation center of the new dias- who appreciated the privilege 
pora to the United States of being needed, and who were 
where we are today the largest aware of their historic respon­
and, in many ca es, the most sibility. This voluntary giving 
influential Jewish community of thought, service and sub­
in the world. Also the wealth- stance wa al o gratifyingly 
ie ·t. a mass enterprise. It was not 

Here lies the second historic the exclusive project of a few 
challenge to American Jews wealthy philathropists. The 
and to their lay and spiritual Sanctuary which our people 
leaders - the responsibility of erected in the Wilderness, in 
le· dership. To a large degree, the days of Moses, we are told, 
the American Jewi h com- was also built out of the free­
rnunity has met and i meet- will offerings of every man and 
ing its responsibility. It never woman among our people, but 
failed, for example, in solici- it ls a marvel that it evidenced 
tude and generosity towards itself again today on such a 
fellow-Jews the world over. large scale and so late in our 
The Jew of America mar- history, when so many alien 
halled their resources and met forces had whittled • away so I 

th pre sing needs of their many of the· beautiful ttadi- 1 
fellow-Jews whenever and tions of our people. 
w erever they occurred. Their I Many years ago, the eminent . 
gi ing was not in the nature I English poet and literary I 
of a one-time response to a critic, Matthew Arnold, de-
·u den flood or earth-quake clared: "As long as the world 
d1 ·aster or a short term comit- lasts, all who want !o make 
ment, but a planned and con- progress in • righteousness will 
tmuing program of assistance come to Israel for inspiration 
tJ fellow-Jews who found 'as to the people who have had 
themselves. in almost continu- I the ense for rlghteou ness 
ous cri es and it was prompted most 1lowin1 and strong.'' He 
by a deep sense of ,roup lo- mighth tave added to Tlvhte­
yalty and solidarity. Nothine o\llnea1 the word compaulon. 
like it has ever happened in (Continued tomorrow) 
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Problem of Religious 

Education. 
Spiritual Needs. 
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By DR. S. MAR&OSHES 

<Text ot Address by Rabbi Hillel 
Si h er. del:vered before the New 

York Board or Rabbi ) 

IL 
We have little to reproach 

ourselves on the score of phil­
anthropy. We have not been 
as enterprising, I am afraid, 
or as energetic in the matter 
of the religious education of 
our children and of our adults. 

There is a growing realiza­
tion that this is our supreme 
problem and our most im­
perative task today and while 
much is being done in this 
direction, much more must 
yet be done. 

For the problem confronting 
this generation of American 
Jews is no longer American­
ization, nor immigration, nor· 
even the · pressing relief of our 
indigent poor. American Jews 
are participating eagerly and 
patriotically in every phase of 
American life. We have pass­
ed beyond some of these 
problems and have the other 
fairly well in hand. The par­
al'l" ount problem today, over 
and above the proper mainte­
nance of our welfare institu­
tions and services, and of 
meeting our responsibilities to 
overseas needs and to Israel, 
is to insure our inner S,piritual 
and cultural consolidation so 
as to make secure for the 
future not only the survival 
but also the effectiveness of 
our Jewish community. It is 
not the accomodation of our 
people to the American scene 
which needs concern us. They 
are fully accomodated, some 
of them, unfortunately, to its 
less attractive facets. It is the 
normal and wholesome inden­
tification of our youth with 
the Jewish community and 
their enlightened and eage 
participation in its tasks and 
obligations which should con­
cern us. To this end they must 
be educated, guided and in­
spired. Their , elf-conscious­
ness as Jews-if it is not to be 
an unpleasant irritant-must 
be refined through self-under­
standing, so that out of deep 
knowledge may flow strong 
devotions. 

What should greatly con­
cern us. too, is the fact that 
our people are fast losing the 
habin of worship. Our fore­
fathers felt that a day in the 
courts of the Lord was better 
han a thousand elsewhere. 

They looked forward to the 
consecrated hour of worship 
with piety and devout antici­
pation. 

t suspect that while our 
people have been busy build­
ing synagogues and temples, 

(Continued on page I) 
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tl!.f11·• have been too busy to wrfh must be made In 
attend them. The number of vidu:1 d collective lives. 
our people who regularly at- many people in 
tend congregational worship recent tim who believed that 
is proportionately less~nd mankind could dispense with 
con iderably le -than that the faith which Israel brought 
of any other religious group to the world, that they could 
on the American scene. Many achieve freedom, justice, dig­
Jew have fallen into the nity, brotherhood and p ace 
habit of not attending their without reference to God, and 
synagogue and Temples quite the moral techniques prescrib­
religiou ly. Of course, none of ed by religion. But they 
us thinks of religion exclu- achieved only dictatorship, 
sively in terms of public wor- slavery, littleness of stature, 
ship. It would be folly to fear, hate and war. 
maintain, however, that con- Judai m is quite adequate 
gregational wors~ip and pr~y- for the spiritual needs of our 
er are not e senhal expression day. What is needed is not 
of the religious life, or one ofl I more innovation or reforma­
i! mo t str~ngthenin.g discip- tion or reconstruction of Juda­
lmes. What 1 unhappily trans- i m, but the convention of the 
piring among . our people I Jew to his faith. It i rt!ally 
makes me question how firm not a question any longer of 
are the religious commitments les or of more, of Reform, 

I of American Jews. _How_ ~eep Conservati m or Orthodoxy, 
are the roots of their rehgious but of Godlessne s, seculari m 
life? and materialism which have 

We should face up to t~is blighted our people, along 
problem before we ~u~er ir- with all other peoples, bt t 
reparable lo se , for it is cer- which we becau e of our 
tain that ~hen our peop~e will unique po 'ition in the world, 
stop praying together m t~e can lea t of all afford. It i 
hallowed sanctuaries of their hopele to try to reach the 
faith, our ancient and_ cove- heart of our people today by 
nanted brotherhood will fall confronting them with the 
apart. . . competitive claims of Ortho-

It is not that Judaism is doxy, Conservatism or Re­
adequate for the Jews of our ' form. None of these has scor­
age. It is that many Jews ha"'.e I ed any significant victori s in 
b~c?me inadequ~;e . to their our day, and life is now at­
f~1tn becau e of t~is ,~trange tacking them all. 
d1Sease of modern life •. Juda- It would help us all-rabbis 
ism is concerned not with the 
passing, but with the unchang­
ing needs of man and of seci­
ety, the needs which .take on 
new forms in new settings but 
which remain fundamentally 
the same, the same ageless 
conflicts and the same adjust-

and laymen alike-to remem­
ber that in things of the spirit, 
progress does not consist in 
going forward or in going 
backward, but only in going 
inward .... 

(Continued tomorrow) 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel ver 
SpeakL 

The State of Israel 
The Great Challenge. 
Synagogue Core of Jewish 

Life. 

By DR. S. MAR&OSMES 

Text of Addresa b:, Rabbi H111el 
Slh er, delivered before the New 

York Board of Rabbls) 

III. 
The third momentous event 

in the period covered by the 
life of your organization was 
the establishment of the State 
of Israel. This is as important 
a milestone in our history as 
the Exodus from Egypt and 
the Return from Babylon. 
What the prophet Isaiah said 
of the 1·eturn from the Baby­
lonian exile may well be said 
of the new heaven and a new 
earth for our people. It re­
main to be seen what we will 
make of this new heaven and 
and this new earth. 

The State of Israel cel­
ebrates its fourteenth anniver­
sary. In these prologue years 
it has accomplished so much, 
incredibly so much. It has not 
only given sanctuary to hun­
dreds of thousands, but by its 
faithful allegiance to the free 
world, the development of its 
educational system and its in­
stitutions of higher learning, 
its advanced social legislation, 
the aid which it has extended 
to less developed nations of 
Africa and Asia, and the main­
tenance of peace, in the face 1 

of boycott, blockade and the 
plotting or its unreconciled 
neighbors, Israel revealed to 
the world the ground-tone of 
its chosen way of life, its fun­
damental purposes and domi­
nant interests as a nation. This 
is what makes us rejoice today 
as Israel completes its fourteen 
prologue years of testing and 
probation, even more than its 
extraordinary material pro­
gress. 

Many grave problems will 
confront Israel tomorow, not 
the least of which is the lack 
of religious identification on 
the part of many of its young 
people with the synagogue. 
Nationalism alone will prove 
inadequate for Israel as i~ has 
for all other peoples. As the 
pride of pioneering life arid 

(Cc>ntinued on page 2) • 
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>:/ r'i!Jon in the building abli.:wJnt of the 
of an independent state will I rae tbus confronts 
give way to the prosaic expe- Je, • leaders with 
riences and the petty rounds still a thi1 nge--to build 
of everyday life, along with a strong bridge of helpful com-
its inevitable frustrations and munication betewen American 
dis1llusionment, as the genera- Jewry and Israel. It should not 
tion of tomorow come to be a one way bridge! We have 
know a hunger not for bread, and will have much to give to 
and a thirst which water can- each other by way of cultural 
not quench they will need a and spiritual strengthening 
sustaining faith which only and stimulation. It would be 
the . piritual heritage of their well for all Jews to remember 
ence tors can give them. that the center of Jewish life 

Some fourteen years ago, is neither Israel nor the Amer­
shortly after the· founding of ican Jewish community. It is, 
the State of Israel, I had oc- and always had been the 
cas1on to write: Synagogue, the Torah, Juda-

"Tu the thoughtful Jews it ism. The task preserving and 
is becoming increasingly clear propogating them is the major 
that there are no substitute respons ibility of all Jews 
in Jewish life for religion. I everywhere. In thi field there 
Neither philanthropy nor cul- are no priorities. It is just as 
ture nor nationalism is ade- important to make Judaism 
quate for the stress and chal- vital in the lives of the five 
lenge of our lives. All these million Jews in the United 
interests can and must find States a it is in the lives of 

I 
their rightful place within the the two million Jews in I rael. 
general pattern of Judaism. And o, as I greet you on 
da1·m, the Judaism which your Eigthieth Anniversary, I 
But the pattern must be Ju- express the hope that you and 
speaks of God, and the worship we and responsible Jewish 
ments of God and the quest of leaders throughout this land 
uf God, and the command- I will soberly and resolutely in­
God. I crease their efforts to meet 

There are Jewish spokes- these challenges with which 
men who offer Jewish na- destiny has faced us. I am con­
ionalism as a substitute for fl.dent that if we look well to 

Judaism, forgetti ng the na- 1' the mainspring of our life, 
tionalism, as such, un-redeem- to education and self-educa­
ed by a moral vision and re- tion-if we move steadily in 
span ibility, ha sadly frag- the direction of our eternal 
mentized our world, provin- goals, working in faith and 
cialized its peoples and is waiting in hope, if we do not 
driving nations madly from I i olate ours Ives from World 
one disaster to another. Jewry and from the possible 

The upbuilding of a Jewish sources of power and inspira­
national home in Palestine is I tion in reborn Israel, and if 
one great, urgent and histor- we remain actively mobilized 
ically inescapable task of Jew- J to defend, at all times, the free 
ry. The upbuilding of Jewish institutions of this, our be­
religious life in America and loved country, the American 
elsewhere throughout the Jewish community will go 
world, inclusive of Israel, is from strength to strength and 
another. One is no substitute may face all the gateways of 
for the other. One is not op- j tomorrow with untroubled 
p ed to the other." _ hearts. 




