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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL ANNIVERSARY 

New York City - December 7, 1962 

WHENEVER I ATTEND AN OCCASION SUCH AS THIS, I AM MOVED TO 

MARVEL AT CERTAIN QUALITIES IN OUR PEOPLE 1S CHARACTER WHICH 

SUCH ANNIVERSARIES MANIFEST. I HA VE LIVED AND WORKED AMONG 

JEWS, AS YOU MAY WELL IMAGINE, FOR A LONG TIME. I HA VE SEEN 

THEM AT CLOSE RANGE, BOTH IN MUFTI AND ON DRESS PARADE. 

THERE WERE TIMES WHEN THEY BAFFLED AND TROUBLED ME. 

THERE WERE OCCASIONS WHEN I FOUND MYSELF ENTERTAINING SOME 

UNHAPPY THOUGHTS ABOUT THEM, W ICH FORTUNATELY, I QUICKLY 

DISCARDED. FOR NO ONE CAN SERVE HIS OPLE WHO DOES NOT LOVE 

THEM EVEN IN THEIR IMPERFECTIONS. 

BUT MY CONFIDENCE Ai~D PRIDE WERE ALWAYS RENEWED WHEN 

I SAW THEM ENGAGED IN ACTS OF GROUP COMPASSION AND LOYALTY 

SUCH AS YOU CELEBRATE THIS EVENING. THESE ACTS REVEALED TO 

ME A VERY PRECIOUS QUALITY IN OUR PEOPLE 1S CHARACTER. 

THE OUTPOURING OF SOLICITUDE AND GENEROSITY FOR FELLOW -

JEWS THE WORLD OVER HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR FAR MORE THAN THE 

QUARTER OF A CENTURY WHICH THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL COM

MEMORATES THIS EVENING. THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION 

COMMITTEE -- the J. D. C. -- WHICH LATER MERGED FOR PURPOSES OF 

CAMPAIGNING WITH THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL TO FORM THE 

U. J. A., WAS FOUNDED IN 1914, ON THE EVE OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR. 



- 2 -

EVERY YEAR SINCE THAT TIME, THE JEWS OF AMERICA HAVE MARSHALLED 

THEIR RESOURCES TO MEET IN A SYSTEMATIC AND RESPONSIBLE MANNER 

THE URGENT NEEDS OF THEIR FELLOW JEWS WHEREVER AND WHENEVER 

THEY OCCURED. THEIR GIVING WAS NOT IN THE NATURE OF A ONE-

TIME RESPONSE TO A DISASTER, TO A FLOOD OR AN EARTHQUAKE, 

BUT A PLANNED AND SUSTAINED PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE TO FELLOW

JEWS WHO FOUND THEMSELVES IN WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED CONTINUOUS 

CRISIS. NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER HAPPENED IN THE HISTORY OF 

PEOPLES BEFORE. IT IS UNIQUE AND IT IS MAGNIFICENT! 

EVEN PRIOR TO THE YEAR 1914, THE YEAR WHICH USHERED IN 

THE MOST VIOLENT AND DISASTROUS HALF-CENTURY IN OUR HISTORY, 

AMERICAN JEWS HAD ORGANIZED EXTE S NJ [E AID FOR ~ IMMIGRANT 

JEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD WHO WERE CO N G TO AMERICA AT AN 

AVERAGE RA TE OF ONE HUNDRED J).ND FIF T Y THOUSAND A YEAR. BY 

1 914, MORE THAN A MILLION AND A HALF JEWS HAD COME TO THESE 

SHORES, MOST OF THEM PENNILESS. THEY NEEDED EVERY KIND OF 

ASSISTANCE. THESE IMMIGRANTS SOON OUT-NUMBERED THE OLDER 

SETTLED JEWISH POPULATION. THEIR NEEDS FOR RELIEF AND IN

TEGRATION PLACED A HEAVY BURDEN UPON THE OLDER SETTLERS, 

BUT THEY ASSUMED THEM READILY AND AS A MATTER OF COURSE. 

lNJllWGRANT AID SOCIETIES WERE ORGANIZED -- SETTLEMENTS, 

ENGLISH CLASSES, RELIEF AGENCIES, TECHNICAL SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, 

ORPHANAGES, REDISTRIBUTION AND FARMING PROJECTS, SUCH AS 

GALVE<=iTON AND WOODBINE. OUT OF THESE EFFORTS OUR COMMUNITY

WIDE AND, LATER, OUR NATION-WIDE FEDERATIONS EVOLVED. 



THE CHILDREN AND G~"-NDCHILDREN OF THOSE IMMIGRANTS ARE 

TODAY THE LEADERS, WORKERS AND DONORS IN THE UNITED JEWISH 

a~ 
APPEAL AND IN THE VARIOUS WELFARE CAMPAIGNS IN THEIR CITIES. 

" 
THUS., A CHAIN OF Bl,.NEVOLENCE HAS CONTINUED UNBROKEN~ A SILKEN 

CORD BINDING GENERATION TO GENERATION. 

THIS ORGANIZED AND CONTINUING RESPONSE ON THE PART OF 

AMERICAN JEWS TO THE NEEDS OF FELLOW -JEWS OVER A PERIOD OF 

MORE THAN THREE-QUARTERS OF A CENTURY, IS WHAT FILLS ME WITH 

~~~ 

ADMIRATION. IT WAS ALL SO VOLUNTARY! THERE WAS~ COMPULSION 
\,. 

THERE WAS NO ONE WITH ANY AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE A TAX. THE ONLY 
-ff:;t--

DICTA TION CAME FROM THE HEAR S OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO APPRECIATED 

THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING NEEDED D wao WERE Aw ARE OF THEIR 

HISTORIC RESPONSIBilITY . AGAIN, OLUNTARY GLVING OF TIME, 

THOUGHT AND SUBSTANCE WAS A MASS E TERPRISE. IT WAS NOT THE 

EXCLUSIVE PROJECT OF A FEW WEALTHY PHILANTHROPISTS. THE ~ 

COLLECTIVE SOUL OF OUR PEOPLE MOVED INTO ACTIO . ~E{~::;:~A1l~ ,, " 
WHICH OUR PEOPLE BUILT IN THE WILDERNESS ON THEIR WAY TO TI:I~_t. 

~~~/ 

PROMISED LAND IN THE DAYS OF MOSES WAS SIMILARLY BUIL-i;A.OUT OF THE 

FREE- WILL OFFERINGS OF EVERY MAN AND WOMAN AMONG THE () I\ 

r, -~ 
PEOPLE WHOSE HEART WAS WILLING. IT IS INDEED A V.QRY A!fSiiiN'¥ 

TRADITION OF OUR PEOPLE, BUT I MARVEL THAT IT STILL MANIFESTS 

ITSELF ON SO LARGE A SCALE AND SO LATE IN OUR HISTORY1 AFTER SO 

MANY ALIEN FORCES HADJ;;J:~ WHITTL~ AWAY AT OUR TRADITIONAL 

WAY OF LIFE. 



w H 

• 

• AMERICAN I~;~ 
ARC•~'••• •• 
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THERE IS ANOTHER MATTER WHICH FILLS ME WITH ADMIRATION 

AS I LOOK OVER THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. THE SHARP COMPETI

TIVENESS2 THE ORGANIZATIONAL RIVALRY, THE IDEOLOGICAL IN

TOLERANCE WHICH SO BADLY DIVIDED US IN THOSE YEARS, HA VE ALL 

BUT DISAPPEARED. MANY OF .YOU MAY RECALL THE SEVERE BIRTH

PANGS WHICH ATTENDED THE COMING TO LIFE OF THE UNITED JEWISH 

APPEAL, THE EARLY YEARS OF CONTROVERSY OVER ALLOCATIONS 

AS BETWEEN THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, THE UNITED 

PALESTINE APPEAL AND THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, EACH 

CLAIMING PRIORITY. IT WAS SOME TIME BEFORE A SATISFACTORY 

RELATIONSHIP WAS ESTABLISHED BE WE 

ALL SERVING THE SAME PEOPLE BU 

THE AGENCIES WHICH WERE 

OING IT WITH CONSIDERABLE 

MUTUAL ANTAGONISM AND FURTIVE DIST UST. THE YEARS HAVE 

MATURED ALL THEIR LEADERS AND ROUNDED OFF THE SHARP ANGU -

1; ~I 
LARIT.Y OF THEIR IDOLOGIES. THEY MURMURED BUT THEY LEARNED 

~ A 
INSTRUCTION. THE APPALLING CALAMITIES WI-UGH BESET OUR PEOPLE 

IN THE DREADFUL YEARS OF THE NAZI PERSECUTION, THE SECOND 

WORLD WAR AND ITS DISASTROUS AFTERMATH, FORCED UPON ALL THE 

RESPONSIBLE LEADERS OF OUR PEOPLE THE REALIZATION THAT ONLY 

IN ~UNITED COMMUNITY ACTION ON A TOTAL PROGRAM OF RESCUE 

AND REHABILITATION, BOTH IN THE DIASPORA AND IN ISRAEL, WAS 

THERE ANY HOPE FOR THE BROKEN AND SCATTERED REMNANTS OF 

OUR PEOPLE. WE SOON REALIZED THAT THERE WERE NO PARTITION 
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WALLS IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS -=~RTHODOX, CON-

~ ~ b a. ,1.:tf<~ 
SERVATIVE AND REFORM JEWS, ~BETWEEN EASTERN EUROPEAN 

OR WESTERN EUROPEAN JEWS. HOW & LD WE, IN THE FACE OF SUCH 
~~' -bJ ,-. 

UNIVERSAI.AttTfE ANt MENACE FAIL TO SURMOUNT ALL THE BARRIERS 

" ~ ~t, h' 
WHICH NORMALLY DIVIDE"US? ~E PROCEEDED ~~ee~~~~~H-t-l~~s 

~• TO ACT AS JEWS WITHOUT LABEL . 

A CRISIS CHALLENGED US TO UNITY AND WE WERE NOT FOUND 

WANTING. ,-r.;HE FRUITS OF THIS UNITY WERE SOON APPARENT. NOT 

/JJ 
ONLY DID THE UNITED CAMPAIGN YIELD MUCH LARGER SUMS THAN 

" 
TH.eiii WIR0il WERE RAISED IN _l_NDEPENDENT CAMP 

ACQUIRED LARGER TO~CE 

P~OFI ,j;. THIS 
~ 3' I ~,-~~ 

WAS SOON REFLECTED IN INCREASED GG~t!Wlt!TY COHESION ALL OVER 
~) l{ r~J /' 

THE LAN~E STILL CLIN~ TO OUR INDEPENDENT JUDGMENTS AND 

OPINIONS -- FOR WE ARE BY NO MEANS OF ONE MIND, EVEN NOW. 

BUT WE LEARNED THE WISDOM OF WORKING TOGETHER UNITEDLY 

FOR THE COMMON GOOD. HERE AND THERE ONE STILL FINDS SOME 

VOCAL DISSIDENTS WHO ARE ENTRENCHED IN THEIR ISOLATION AND 

SPITEFUL CONTRARINESS; BUT THE HAVE NOT BEEN FERMITTED TO 

OBSTRUCT THE STEADY MOVEMENT OF OUR PEOPLE TOWARDS MUTUAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND UNITY. 

MANY YEARS AGO, THE EMINENT ENGLISH POET AND LITERARY 

CRITIC, MATTHEW ARNOLD, DECLARED: 

"AS LONG AS THE WORLD LASTS, ALL WHO WANT TO MAKE PROGRESS 



i 

W H 

~-1 ~+ 
:i.,'9. 

,i, 
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IN RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL COME 10 ISRAEL FOR INSPIRATION AS TO 

THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HAD THE SENSE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS MOST 

GLOWING AND STRONG." HE MIGHT HAVE ADDED THE WORD COMPASSION. 
> 

IT IS HEARTENING, , TO RECALL THAT THIS OUTPOURING OF 

~,,~~ 
SEMJ!! Q 'F~I, THIS BASIC DEMONSTRATION OF BROTHERHOOD AND 

SOLIDARITY OCCURED IN ONE OF THE MOST BRUTAL AND BARBAROUS 
~ .i_.,. 0--

PERIODS IN HUMAN HISTORY WHEN THE BEASTS«.,.WE 

EARTH. 

AS WE WATCHED THE TERROR SWOOPING DOWN, AS A VULTURE, 

UPON OUR PEOPLE, WE WERE NOT CONTENT TO WRING OUR HANDS IN 

THE DEAD, BUT WE RUSHED TOT 

HUNGRY, WE CLOTHED THE NAKE 

0TH. WE MOURNED FOR 
J 

COULD, AND WE PROCEEDED TO REBUILD THE FALLEN TABERNACLE 

OF DAVID FOR THE DISPERSED OF ISRAEL. IN A DARKENING WORLD 

la.. 
WK.;RE LIGHTS WERE EVERYWHERE GOING OUT, OUR PfOPLE RAISED ~ 

QiHi RADIANT BEACON OF MERCY WHICH SHONE FOR ALL TO SEE ; 'LIKE 

A GOOD DEED IN A NAUGHTY WORLD' t TO REASSURE MANKIND THAT 

LOVE AND HUMAN COMPASSION HAD NOT DEPARTED FROM OUR EARTH 

AND THAT EVIL AND CRUELTY WOULD NEVER CLAIM THE ULTIMATE 

~G~t~ / • 
VICTORY. 'HIBRffl.~, THE PRIDE OF ISRAEL WAS NEVER CAST DOWN 
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I 
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THERE IS ANOTHER MATTER WHICH FILLS ME WITH ADMIRATION 

AS I LOOK OVER ntE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. THE SHARP COMPETI

TIVENESS, THE ORGANIZATIONAL RIVALRY, THE IDEOLOGICAL IN-
-. 

TOLERANCE WHICH SO BADLY DIVIDED US IN THOSE YEARS, HAVE ALL 

BUT DISAPPEARED. MAriY OF (YOU MAY RECALL niE SEVERE BIRTH

PANGS WhlCH ATTENDED THE COMING TO LIFE OF THE UNITED JEWISH 

APPEAL, THE EARLY YEARS OF CONTROVERSY OVER ALLOCATIONS 

AS BETWEEN THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, THE UNITED 

PALESTINE APPEAL AND THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, ,EACH 

CLAIMING PRIORITY. IT WAS SOME TIME BEFORE A SATISFACTORY 

RELATIONSlilP WAS ESTABLISHED :BE 

ALL SERVING THE SAME PEOPLE B 
~~6 

MUTUAL ANTAGONISM ND FURTIV 
. b<"' 'J 

AGENCIES WHICH WERE 

MATURED ALL THEIR LEADERS AND ROUNDED OFF THE SHARP ANGU-
\ LARITll OF THEIR IDOLOGIES. THEY MURMURED BUT THEY LEARNED. 

INSTRUCTION. THE APPALLING CALAMITIES WlllCH BESET OUR PEOPLE 

IN THE DREADFUL YEARS OF THE NAZI PERSECUTION, THE SECOND 

WORLD WAR AND ITS DISASTROUS AFTERMATH, FORCED UPON ALL THE 

RESPONSIBLE LEADERS OF OUR PEOPLE THE REALIZATION THAT ONLY 

IN ■F IUNITEDCOMMUNITY ACTION ON A TOTAL PROGRAM OF RESCUE 
I 

AND REHABILITATION, BOTH IN THE DIASPORA AND IN ISRAEL, WAS 

THERE ANY HOPE FOR THE BROKEN AND SCATTERED REMNANTS OF 

OUR PEOPLE. 
WE SOON REALIZED THalI' THERE WERE NO PARTITION 
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ALLS IN THE CONCE TRATION CAMPS BETWEE ORTHODOX, CO -

SERVATIVE AND REFORM JEWS, OR BETWEEN EASTERN EUROPEAN 

OR WESTE EUROP JE,V . HOW ~LD W , IN THE FACE OF S CH 

U VERSAL HATE AND ME ACE AIL TO SU !OU ALL THE BA ERS 

WHICH O?..MALL Y DIVIDE US? E PROCEEDED TO POOL OUR RESOURCES 

AND TO ACT AS JEWS WITHOUT LABELS. 

A CRISIS CHALLENGED US TO UNITY A D WE ~ ERE OT FOU D 

W NTING. THE FRUITS OF THIS UNITY WERE 500 APPARENT. OT . 
ONLY Dl::.J THE UNJl'ED CAMPAIGN YIELD MUCH LARGER SUMS THA 

THOSE HICH WERE RAISEDIN INDEPENDENT CAMPAIGNS, BUT WE 

ACQUIRE LARGER TO T, ~ .• , ... ,........ TO U DERSTA D EACH 

0TH R BETTER, TO ,___...~ AN AS ONE PEOPLE. nns 
WAS SOON REFLECTED I INCREASED CO TY COHESION ALL OVER 

THE L D. WE STILL CLI G TO OUR INDEPENDENT JUDGMENTS AND 

0 NIO S -- FOR WE ARE BY O MEANS OF ONE }vfiND, EVEN NOW. 

BUT WE LEARNED THE WISDOM OF WORKING TOGETHER UNITEDLY 

FOR THE COMMON GOOD. HERE AND THERE O ESTILL FINDS SOME 

VOCAL DISSIDENTS WHO ARE E TRENCHED IN THEIR ISOLA no AND 

SPITEFUL CONTRARINESS, BUT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN FERMITTED TO 

OBSTRUCT THE STEADY MOVEMENT OF OUR PEOPLE TOWARDS MUTUAL 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND UNITY. 

NY YEARS AGO, THE EMINENT ENGLISH POET AND LITERARY 

crunc, MATTHEW ARNOLD, DECLARED: 

''AS LONG AS TP..E WORLD LASTS, ALL WHO WANT TO MAKE PROGRESS 



IN RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL COME ISF..AEL FOR INSPIRATION AS TO 

THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HAD THE SENSE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS MOST 

GLOWING AND STRONG." HE MIGHT HAVE ADDED THE WORD C01-11-'ASSION. 

IT IS HEARTENING, TOO, TO RECALL THAT THIS OUTPOURING OF 

GENE ROSITY, THIS BASIC DEMONSTRATION OF BROTHERHOOD AND 

SOLIDARil·Y OCCURED IN ONE OF THE 1v1.0ST BRUTAL AND BARBAROUS 

PERIODS IN HUMAN HISTORY WHEN THE BEASTS WERE STALKING THE 

EARTH. 

AS WE WATCHED TiiE TERROR SWOOPING DOWN, AS A VULTURE, 

UPON OUR PEOPLE, WE WERE NOT CONTENT TO WRING OUR HANDS IN 

ANGUISH AND TO GIRD OURSELVES Wl:~t'T~:w~====~OTH. WE MOURNED FOR 

THE DEAD, BUT WE R I LIVING. WE FED THE 
,.._ 

HUNGRY, WE CLOTHE , D FOR THE ORPHAN AND 
I 

THE WIDOW, WE BOUND UP THE BRUISES OF OUR PEOPLE THE BEST WE 

COULD, AND WE PROCEEDED TO REBUILD THE FALLEN TABERNACLE 

OF DAVID FOR THE DISPERSED OF ISRAEL. IN A DARKENING WORLD 

WHERE LIGHTS WERE EVERYWHERE GOING OUT, OUR P PLE RAISED 

f'\,,--

ONE se,JANT BEACON OF MERCY WHICH SHONE FOR ALL TO SEE "LIKE 

A GOOD DEED IN A NAUGHTY WORLD", TO REASSURE MANKIND THAT 

LOVE AND HUMAN COMPASSION HAD NOT DEPARTED FROM OUR EARTH 

AND THAT EVIL AND CRUELTY WOULD NEVER CLAIM THE ULTIMATE 

VICTORY. THEREFORE, TiiE PRIDE OF ISRAEL WAS NEVER CAST DOWN 



TO THE GROUND, NOR WAS I S COURAGE B OKE IN THE DAY OF THE 

T SLAUGHTER. nns, DEED, WAS OUR STRENGTH A DOU 

SALVATIO . 

THE ENSE OF C MP SION, AND THE STRO G BOND OF G OUP 

SOLIDARlTY HICH OUR PEOPLE MANIFESTED TI E AND AG IN 

THE PAST, A CHAPTER OF I-llCH YOU ARE CELEBRATING TONIGHT, 

WILL STAND US I GOOD ST DIN .THE O -CO G YEARS. THERE 

WILL BE MUCH NEED F R 11'. FOR THE DAY 1 EDIATELY AHEAD OF 

US ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE CHARACTERIZED BY THAT SERENITY AND 

____ , DARK TIDES ARE snLL SWEEPING ALL AROUND us. HATES 

AND FEARS ARE STILL B NG snR.RED UP. PREJUDICE IS STILL A 

FO~IIDABLE WEAPON IN THE HANDS OF U SCRUPULOUS POLITICAL 

ADVENTUR.1!:RS, OF MEN WHO FAN THE DESTROYING WINDS AND FILL 

THE UIVERS OF HATE. WE ALL PRAYERFULLY HOPE THAT THE FORCES 

OF REA N WILL COME TO PREVAIL AND THE DESPERATE E FOR TS OF 

NATION TO PRESERVE PEACE WILL SUCCEED. BUT IN nIE 
' 

THE COLD WAR IS BEARING DOWN Ma;T HEAVILY UPON OUR D ENCELESS 

PEOPL 1N MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. IN NORTH AFRICA, IN·THE 

DDLE EAST AND IN LATIN- AMERICA, OUR PEOPLE ARE ITS PRINCIPAL . 



V 

VICTIMS, AND EV N THE FREE COUNTRIES OF THE EST, THE 
~ 

CONFLICT ITH COMMUNISM IS E~LOITED BY GROUPS 
/\ 

OF NEO- AZlS AS A EXCUSE FOR A WAR AG S'f THE JEWS. VIOL T 

Tl S ~ RE ESPECIALLY DANG.-ROUS FOR ORITY GRO PS, AND E VE 

GROUP HICH HISTORICALLY 

HAS SUFFERED MOST PERIODS OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL O ECO O~ilC 

UPHEAVAL. BECAUSE JE SARE AL OST EVERYWHERE, THEY ARE 

AL,VAY I THE CENT R OF ORLD EVENTS, AND AS THE RABBIS PUT 11 , 

I COMMENTING UPON THE ATE OF OUR P OPLE AT SUCH TIMES, HEN 

THE STONE ALLS UPON THE POT, THE POT IS BROKE , AND \VHEN THE 
r 

POT FALLS UPON THE STO ~~~ ..... - WHICH IS BROKEN. 

IN SUCH TIMES - _., .. _5 - - OUR ONLY 

SALVATION AS A PEO S Y, IN CLOSING RAN S, I 

TRENGTHENING OU DEFENC S. WE DARE IDT LAX OUR ALE TNESS. 

WE DARE OT BE TARDY IN RUSHING AID, ECONO:MIC OR POLITICAL, TO 

Y HARD-PRESSED SECTOR OF OUR PEOPLE ANYWHERE. WE MUST 

re-E FORCE EVERY Tl-lREATENED SEGMENT OF OU FAR- FLUNG LINE . 

. nus HAS BEEN OUR STRATEGY OF 

SURVIV .. LIN THE PAST. IT MUST CONTINUE TO BE SO IN THE FU'llUBE, 

UTURE WHOSE REMOTE HORIZONS NO ONE CAN GLIMPSE. 

THERE ARE JEWS TODAY I LANDS OF \ TYRANNY AND DISORDER 
W~-<A.J 

\VHOS BREAD IS THE BREAD OF TEARS ND WH SE -.,rnE WATER 

OF BITTERNESS. 



MANY JEWS ARE TODAY ABANDONING THESE LANDS OF IN'IQlI.,ERABLE 

CONDITIONS AND OF DARK PROSPECTS. MANY OF THE ARE SEEKING ~ ~ 
~ 

THE PEACE AND THE DIGNITY WHICH THE WORLD THE l • ..,. 

ms 3 I,., IN THE LA sr FOURTEEN YEARS, THE YOUNG STATE HAS 

WELCOMED OVER A MILLION IMMIGRANTS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE 

WORLD. THE U. J . A. MADE THATE UGRATION POSSIBLE. IS EL, 

WHICH IS A SMALL STATE, AS YOU WELL KNOW, EXERTED I TSELF TO 

THE UTMOST TO ABSORB THESE NEW- COMERS, MOST OF THEM PENNl

LESS, ~ Y OF THE~ WITHOUT .&KILLS OR VOCATIONS, SOME AGED AND 
I 

' INF R:tv1, TO REBUILD THEIR LIVES ND TO INTEGRATE THEl,1 IN,TO THE 

ECONO?vIY OF THE PION T ....... _,L,, .... ALL ACCOUNTS, A ......-..~----, 

INCOMPARABL y FINE ~ Mk l3EEN D 

TAXED IT, THANKS TO THE IMAGINATION, DEDICATION AND EN~~PRISE 

OF I TS LEADERS AND PEO LE. 

L. ISRAEL HAS ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH, INCREDIBLY SO MUCf ! BY 

I TS FAI THFUL ALLEGIANCE TO THE FREE WORLD• THE DEVELDP~ENT 

" OF ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND I TS INSnTUTIONS OF HIGHER 1'EARNING, 
' 

I TS ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, TI-IE AID WlilCH I T HAS EXTENDED 
I I . 

TO LESS D~VELOPED NATIONS OF AFRICA, AND ASIA, AND 'IHE ~AAIN

TENANCE OF PEACE, IN TIIE FACE OJFBOYCOTT, BLOCKADE AND THE 

CONTRIVANCES OF I TS UN-:.1·-.,;-ll'JoNCILED NEIGHBORS, -k~ REVEALE~ 

1, \ 
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TO THE WORLD THE G OUND-TO E OF ITS CHOSEN WAY O.t LIF~ , 

ITS FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES AND DOMl. ANT INTERESTS AS A NATIO . 

ALL TfilS WHICH IS IN SUCH FULL ACCORD WITH THE NOBLE TRA :I'rlONS 

-OF OUR PEOPLE, HAS F LED US WITH INESTIMABLE PRIDE• 9tAs 

" BEE?-l FOR US A RAP~R GIFT THAN THE GOLD \VE GAVE TO Wi.AKE ITS 

FOUNDATIONS STRONG. OUR ClilLDREN HAVE RE-DISCOVERED THE 

✓ PRIDE OF THEIR HERITAGE, AND HONOR HAS CO~!E BACK TO ~ IN 

THEIR HEARTS. -Mt• EVERYONE WHO HAS HA A HA DIN HELP G 

TO BRING ISRAEL INTO BEING AND IN ASSISTING IN ITS GROWTH --

AS AMERICAN JE,vs ~ ~ ~~TEDI T UNITED JE VI H 

APPEAL -· :MAY ~FEE D r-'-""' ...... t""I ........ IJC~ ~;;;..a,-'31'~---'1 DEEPLY SATISFIED. 

BUT ISRAEL KN · S -"'>I"'-L:a..l.,,.. IS FAR FROM BEING 

OVER - - AND WE KN U FAR FROM BEING OVER. -
TIUS HAS BEEN TI-IE MOST MOMENTOUS QUARTER OF A CE TURY 

IN JE,~/lSH HISTORY. IT GAVE US THE SEC WORLD WAR, HITLER AND 

TI-iE RE- I RTH OF ISRAEL ... A CUP OF STAGGERING AND A CUP OF 

SALVATION. I T WAS A 'llME WI-IEN THE LIGHT WAS rE VER DIVIDED FROM 

V.I>' ~ THE DAPJ<.NESS. IT GAVE TVIO KINDS OF CAMPS - - THE CONCEN--19.N 

CAMPS OF TORTURE AND DEATH/AND nI I MAHABAROT, THE TEMPORARY 

CA PS IN ISRAEL, WHICH L.c,;D TO NEW LIFE AND FREEDOM. lN ONE 

PART OF TIIE WORLD WE WATCHED THE HOMES AN TOWNS AND ALL ' 
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THAT OU PEOPLE BBlLT IN A THOUSAND Y ARS CONSUMED BY FIRE 

AND SV/ORD AND LAID VI ASTE IN RUINS. IN ANOTHER PART F Tl-IE 

'\ ORLD VIE WATCHED nIE RUll'iS OF A THOUSAND YEARS BEING RE

BUILT, AND WHAT HAD BEEN WASTED AND RAV GED BEING RECLAIMED 

BY TH - TOIL AND LABOR OF OUR PEOPLE. NO SUCH APOCALYPTIC 

HORROR:s ll/ERE EVER VISITED UPON OUR PEOPLE, AND SELD HAS 

SUCH MESSIANIC GLORY SHOWN UPON IT. FROM THE SHADOW OF 
! • 

I 

DEATH, LIGHT WAS BROUGHT FORTH. THE GRAVES WERE ~11'..ANY --
1 
i 

SllX LLION .OF OUR MARTYRED DEAD. BUT AN ANCIENT PROPHECY 

WAS FULFILLED: "BEHOLD, I WlL OPEN YOUR GRAVES, AND CAUSE 

YOU TO CqME UP ourr. 0 

BRING YO{I INTO THE A 
I 

TIW DAYS TO CON 

PEOPLE; AND I WILL 

MAKE GREAT DEMANDS 

UPON OU~/.LOYALTY AND PERSEVERANCE, ON ISRAEL'S PART AND ON 

I 

OURS. l6R.1'EL WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ESCAPE THE POLITICAL TENSIONS 
. ·' 

AND PR.ES$URES OF THE '\VORLD OF WHICH lT IS A PART. GRAVE, 

UNSOI,,VEI) PROBLEMS - INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL -- STILL REMAIN. 
I 

DAN1~R ~URKS UPO ITS BORDERS. 
J / · 

,' _, ., 

/ TH~R.E IS MUCH WORK STILL TO BE D9BE! ISRAEL MUST BE MADE 

' ' 

S~R'i~Gc. , STRONG ENOUGH TO WITHSTAND PRESSURES, STRONG ENOUGH 

' 
TO nt!F'Jf.ND ITS RlGHS'S, STRONG ENOUGH TO ABSORB ntOSE WHO WILL 

rr I T I 

/ I 
- I 

WlSH,; TQ:;,(iO m.ERE, OR THOSE WHO WILL HAVE TO GO nIERE, STRONG 
I " 

ENOUGH TO .FULFILL ITS DESTINY. 
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,vE, LIVING IN Tl-ilS GRACIOUS LA D, H VE BEEN A PRIVILEGED 

GENE TIO IN THAT WE HAVE BEEN T '-' CHOSEN TOOLS 1 THE HANDS 

OF GOD FOR THE SALV TIO OF ms p OPL . E HA 'E TRIED TO 

~..ATCH U HOUR. WE RECEIVED OUR ASSIGNMENT AND WE SET ABOUT 

EXECUTING IT TO THE BE T OF OU ABILITIES. \VE ARE HUMBLY 

GRATE ULT IAT \VE DID NOT UTTERLY FAIL. THE DEGREE OF OUR 

SUCCESS lS ffl{E MEASURE OF OUR REWARD. 

I . 
I 
l 

j 

I 

WRHS 



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL ANNIVERSARY 

New York City -- December 7, l 96Z 

Whenever I attend an occasion such as this, I am moved to marvel at 

certain qualities in our people's character which such anni.versaries manifest. 

1 have lived and worked among Jews, as you may well imagine, for a long 

time. I have seen them at close range, both in mufti and on dress parade. 

There were times when they baffled and troubled me. There were 

occasions when I found myself entertaining some unhappy thoughts about them, 

which, fortunately, I quickly discarded. For no one can serve his people who 

does not love them even in their imperfpctions. 

But my confidence and r 
I 

engaged in acts of group com assion a ,-........=~-~ ~~__, ............. 
c aa you celebrate this 

ft 
e-e1~s quality in our people's 

character. 

The outpouring of solicitude and generosity for fellow-Jews the world 

over has been going on for far more than the quarter of a century which the 

United Jewish Appeal commemorates this evening. The American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committee -- the J. D. C. -- which later merged for purposes 

of campaigning with the United Palestine Appeal to form the U. J. A., was 

founded in 1914, on the eve of the First World War. Every year since that 

time, the Jews of America have marshalled their resources to meet in a 

systematic and responsible manner the urgent needs of their fellow-Jews 

wherever and whenever they occured. Their giving was not in the nature of 

a one-time response to a diaaater, to a flood or an earthquake, but a planned 
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and sustained program of assistance to fellow-jewa who found themselves 

in what might be called continuous crisis. Nothing like it baa ever happened 

in the history of peoples before. It is unique and it ia magnificent! 

Even prior to the year 1914, the year which ushered in the most violent 

and disastrous half-century in our history, American Jews had organized 

extensive aid for the immigrant Jews from the old world who were coming to 

America at an average rate of one hundred and fifty thousand a year. By 1914, 

more tt ma million and a half Jews had come to these shores, moat of them 

penniless. They needed every kind of assistance. These immigrants soon 

out-numbered the older settled Jewish population. Their needs for relief and 

integration placed a heavy burden upon th 

! 
them readily and as a matter of course. 

settlers. But they assumed 

~i g cie e, te clntcal schools, 
0~ ,Kl 

:Jp'] ' 

hospitals, orphanages, reilistribution and farming projects, such as Galveston 

and Woodbine. Out of these efforts our community-wide and, later, our 

nation-wide federations evolved. 

The children and grandchildren of those immigrants are today the 

leaders, workers and donors in the United Jewish Appeal and in the various 

welfare campaigns in their cities. Thus, a chain of benevolence has con-

-tinued unbzoken; a Uken cord binding generation to generation. 

Thia organized and continuing response on the part of American Jews 

to the :ieed" of ielh>v,-Jt,ws over a period oi more than three-quarters of a 

century, is what fills me with admiration. It was all so voluntary! There 

was no compulaion I There waa no one with any authority to impose a tax. -
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The only ilictation cam from the hearts of men and women who appreciated 

the privilege of being needed and who were aware of their historic responsibility. 

Again, this voluntary giving of time, thought and substance was a mass enter

prise. It was not the exclusive project of a few wealthy philanthropista. The 

collective soul of our people moved into action. The sanctuary which our 

people built in the wilderness on their way to the p>romised Land in the days 

of Moses was similarly built out of the free-will offerings of every man and 

woman among the people whose heart was willing. It is indeed a very ancient 

tradition of our people, but I marvel that it still manifests itself on so large 

a scale and so late in our history, after. so man alien forces had been 

whittling away at our tracliUonal way of lif 

There is anotbe r fi a .. ,.._ •• .,. adbiiration as I look over 
-o/ 

the last twenty-five year om :Veness, the organizational 

rivalry, the ideological intelerance which so badly divided us in those years, 

have all but disappeared. Many of you may recall the severe birth pangs which 

attended the coming to life of the United Jewish Appeal, the early years of 

controversy over allocations as between the Joint Distribution Committee, 

tl)e Unite _.........._.,_· etine Appeal and the National Refugee Service, each claiming 

priority. It was some time before a satisfactory relationship was established 

between the agencies which w~re all serving the same people but were doing 

it with conaiderable mutual antagonism and furtive distrust. The years h .. e 

matured all their leaders and rounded off the sharp angularity of their ideologies. 
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They murmured but they learned instruction. The appalling calamitie a which 

beset our people in the dre dful years of the Nazi per• cution, the Second 

World W r and its disa trou aft rmath, forced upon all the r ponsible 

leaders ofour people the realization that only in united community action on 

a total program of rescue and rehabilitation, both in the Dia pora and in Israel, 

was th re any hope for the broken and cattered remnants of our people. 

We soon realized that there were no partition walls in the concentration 

camps between Orthodox. Conservative and Reform Jews, or between Ea tern 

European or Western European Jews. How could we, in the face of such 

universal hate and menac fail to urm 

o act as Jews without 

labels. 

crisis challenged us to unity ana we were not foun~wanting. The 

fruits of this unity were soon apparent. Not only did the United Campaign 

yield much larger sums than those which were raised in independent campaigns, 

but we acquired larger tolerance. We learned to understand each other better. 
, 

and execute as one people. Th's was soon reflected in in-

creased community cohesion all over the land. W still cling to our inde

pendent judgments and opinions - - for we are by no means of one mind. even 

now. But we learned the wisdom of working together unitedly for the common 

good. Here and there one still finds some vocal dissidents who are entrenched 
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in their isolation and spiteful contr rines , but they have not been permitted 

to obatruct the steady movement of our people towards mutual accommodations 

and unity. 

any years ago, the minent En liah oet and literary critic, 

mold, declared: 

"As Ion as the world lasts, all who want to make pro r s in righteousness 

will come to Israel for inspiration as to the p opl who have d the s nae for 

righteousnes most glowing and strong." He might have added th6 ord 

compassion. 

It i he rtening, too, to recall th t thi outpouring of generosity, this 

basic demonstration of bro d s ccur d in one of the moat 

brutal and barb rous pe hi e beasts were stalking the 

earth. 

As we watched the terror swooping down, as a vultur , upon our people, 

we were not content to wring o r hands in anguish and to gird ourselve with 

sackcloth. We mourned for the dead, but we rushed to the aid of the livin . 

We fed the hungry, we clothed the naked, we car d for the orphan and t e widow, 

we bound u the bruises of our people the best we could, am we proceeded to 

rebuild the fallen tabernacle of David for the dispersed of Israel. In a darkening 

world where li hts ere everywhere going out, our people lials d one radiant 

beacon of mercy which shone for all to e "Like a good de din a naughty 

world", to reassure mankind that love and human compas ion had not departed 

from our earth and that evil and cru lty would never claim the ultimate victory. 
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Therefore, the pride of Israel was never cast down to th ground, nor was 

it courage brok n in th day of the grillt slaught r. This, inde d, wa our 

stren th d our s vation. 

The en e of compas ion, andt the stron bond of roup ol idarity 

which o r people manifested time and again in th past, a chapter of which 

you ar celebrating tonight, will stand us in good stead in the oncomin years. 

There will b much need for it. Flr the day imm diately ahead of us are 

not likely to b char cterized by that serenity and curity which we could 

wish for our people verywhere. 

Let u bear in mind that these are dangerous, eruptiv and un-predictable 

tim s for!;!! peoples. 'Jve el o for some time. Passions 

are running high in our t e weeping all around us. 

formidable 

weapon in the hands of unscrupulous po itical adventurers, of men who faa the 

destroying winds and fW the quivers of hate. We all prayerfully hope that the 

force of reason will come to prevail and the desperate effort of nation to 

preserve peace will succeed. But in the meantime , the cold war is be ring 

down mo ily upon our defenceles people in many parts of the worl . 

In North Africa, in the Middle E st and in Latin--America, our peopl re its 

principal victims, and ven in the free countries of the west, the conflict with 

communism ia being exploited by group of neo-Nazi as an e cus for a war 

against the :Sews. Violent times are esp cially dangerous for minority group , 

and even more eo for the J wish group which historically baa suff red most • 

in periods of social, political or economic upheaval. Because Jews are mo•t 
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ev rywher , they are alway th c nt r of world events, and a the Rabbis 

pu it, in co enting upon th fate of our peo le t such time , when the 

ston falls u o the pot, th pot is roken, and hen the ot !alla u on th 

ton , it is the .E.2.!_ a in which • s br ken. 

In such times - - and th ar such times - - our only s vation a a 

rank , in stren thenin our d !enc s. We peopl li s in solidarity, • clo • 

dar not relax our al rtn . We dare not b t rdy in rusbin a· , conomic 

or polit· cal, to any hard-pr ss d sector of our p o 1 an her . must r -

enforc very thr at ned egm nt of ou.r far-flun Hbe. Thi ha been ou 

strategy of survival in th pa t. It mu cont ue to b o in the future, a 

future 

Th re are J w to 

any Jew are today bandoning these lands of intolerabl condition 

and of dark pro pe eta. .any of th m are s king in I rael the pe ce an the 

dignity hich the world d nied th m. In the last fourteen y ars, t youn 

lion immi rants from all artsof the orld. 

The U.$. . de that migration po sible. I rael, hich is a sm all stat , 

you w 11 know, x rted it elf to utmost to absorb thee :ie •-co rs, •nwh•ttJI■ 

mo of them pennile y of the without kills or vocations, ome a ed 

nd infirm, to r build th ir lives and to inte rat them into the conomy of 

pion ring country. From 11 ccounts, an inco parably fine job ha Eb en 

done by th youn state in me tin th enormou problems with which thi 

immigration taxed ·t, thanks to th imagination, d die tion and enterprise 

of ita leader• and people. 
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I •ael has accomplished o much. incredibly eo much I By ita faithful 

allegiance to the free world, the development of its educational y tern and 

its institutions of higher learning, ita advanced oci legielation, th i 

which it bas xtended to lee a developed nat· ona of frica. an ai, th 

maintenance of peace, in the face of boycott, blockade and th contriv c 

of it un-reconciled neighbors, Israel has rev al d to the world e groun -

tone of it• chosen way of life, it• fundamental purpose• an 0&&&,,1.£&a-&& 

as a nation. All this which ia in such full accord with the no 1 ra ·t · o s of 

our people, haa filled us with inestimable pride. It a• b en or ua a ra 

gift than the old we gave to mak i ta fo Our c il re 

r r -discovered the pride of their heritag 
~ 

a co e ack to well 

g to bring I r e in o 

t 

being and in as sis ting in sist through 

the Unit d Jewish Appeal -- may feel proud and grateful an e ply s ti fie . 

But Israel knows that its historic task i• far from being over -- and~ 

kno that our task is far from being ov r. -
een the most momentous quarter of a century in Jewi 'etory. 

It gave us the cond Wo.Ud War, Hitler and the re-birth of lsr el -- a cup of 

staggering and a cup of salvation. It was a time when the light wa nev r divided 

from the darkness. It gave us two kinda of campa -- the concentr ion c pa of 

torture and death, and the Mahabarot, the temporary c mpe in a ael, which 

led to new life and freedom. In on part of the world w w tched th ho e 

and town• and all that our people built in a thou•and year onaum d by ir 
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and word and laid wa te in ruin . In anoth r art of the world ~ watch d 

ruin of a u and years b in re- uilt, and what had been w ted nd 

rav db • reclai d by the toil an labor of our opl . No such a o-

cal tic horrors r ev r visited u on our eople, an 1 om has sue 

ianic lory own upon it. From the shadow of d ath, li ht was br ught 

fo th. Th ; rav ~ere many -- ix million of our martyr d dead. utan 

ci nt rophe y as fulfilled: " hold, I ill o n your rav , and cause 

you to co up out of yo raves, 0 my p ople; and I will bring you into 

th lan of Isra L '1 

T e days to come will continue to make reat demand u n our loyalty 

and pers veranc • on I 

ca the oU ti al ten 

r v • un olv d probl 

lurk u on it bo rs. 

ael will not be able to 

Qrld of which it is art. ~r 
.,, - - still remain. Danger 

Th re i uch work still to b don . I rael mu t be made strong, 

ton nou to ith tand pr s sur • tron enou h to defend its rights• 

trong nou h to absorb those who will • h to o there, or t ose who will 

lave to r , stron nough to ;fulfill it de tiny. 

e, liv· in thi r cious lan , h v b n a rivil ed neration 

atw V in the hands of s;od for th alvation of 

His people. e hav tri d to mate our hour. r c ived our a 

d e set bout x cu • it to th be t of our abiliti • ear humbly 

rate!ul that w did not utterly f il. Th de re of our su ces is the m sure 

of our reward. 



Sermon on the UJA 25th Anniversary 

by 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, Cleveland 

On the occasion of a Sabbath Eve Service marking the 
Anniversary at the UJA Annual National Conference, 

December 7, 1962, New York City 

OUR TASK IS NOT OVER 

Whenever I attend an occasion such as this, I am moved to marvel 
at certain qualities in our people's character which such anniversaries 
manifest. I have lived and worked among Jews, as you may well imagine, 
for a long time. I have seen them at close range, both in mufti and on 
dress parade. 

There were times when they baffled a d tro bled me. There were 
occasions when I found myself entertai i g ome nhappy thoughts about 
them, which, fortunately, I quickly disc r e • o r no one can serve his 
people who does not love them even in the· perfections. 

But my confidence and pride were always renewed when I saw them 
engaged in acts of group compassion and loyalty such as you celebrate this 
evening. These acts revealed to me a very precious quality in our people's 
character. 

The outpouring of solicitude and generosity for fellow-Jews the world 
over has been going on for far more than the quarter of a century which the 
United Jewish Appeal commemorates this evening. The American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee -- the JDC -- which later merged for pur
poses of campaigning with the United Palestine Appeal to form the UJA, 
was founded in 1914, on the eve of the First World War. Every year since 
that time, the Jews of America have marshalled their resources to meet 
in a systematic and responsible manner the urgent needs of their fellow
Jews wherever and whenever they occurred. Their giving was not in the 
nature of a one-time response to a disaster, to a flood or an earthquake, 
but a planned and sustained. program of assistance to fellow-Jews who 
found themselves in what might be called continuous crisis. Nothing like 
it has ever happened in the history of peoples before. It is unique and it 
is magnificent! 

III: G-4a 
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Even prior to the year 1914, the year which ushered in the most 
violent and disastrous half-century in our history, American Jews had 
organized extensive aid for the immigrant Jews from the old world who 
were coming to America at an average rate of one hundred and fifty 
thousand a year. By 1914, more than a million and a half Jews had come 
to these shores, most of them penniless. They needed every kind of 
assistance. These immigrants soon out-numbered the older settled Jewish 
population. Their needs for relief and integration placed a heavy burden 
upon the older settlers. But they assumed them readily and as a matter 
of course. Immigrant aid societies were organized - - settlements, English 
classes, relief agencies, technical schools, hospitals, orphanages, redis
tribution and farming projects, such as Galveston and Woodbine. Out of 
these efforts our community-wide and, later, our nation-wide federations 
evolved. 

The children and grandchildren of those immigrants are today the 
leaders, workers and donors in the United Jewish Appeal and in the various 
welfare campaigns in their cities. Thus, a chain of benevolence has con
tinued unbroken; a silken cord binding generation to generation. 

This organized and continuing respons on the part of American Jews 
to the needs of fellow-Jews over -a p ri,..,.,)IJ"''!,T"-~iJ,v<'-~"'tJ-~'"' ~ than three-quarters of a 
century is what fills me with admira io _______ """' ll so voluntary! There 
was no compulsion! There was no o e -..... --:rft-, thority to impose a tax. 
The only dictation came from the heart .a."¥.1.aL1.1.~ d women who appreciated 
the privilege of being needed and wh we ~ '.! i ,, , e of their historic respon
sibility. Again, this voluntary givin of tim

1! thought and substance was a 
mass enterprise. It was not the exclusive project of a few wealthy philan
thropists. The collective soul of our people moved into action. The 
sanctuary which our people built in the wilderness on their way to the 
Promised Land in the days of Moses was similarly built out of the free-will 
offerings of every man and woman among the people whose heart was will
ing. It is indeed a very ancient tradition of our people, but I marvel that it 
still manifests itself on so large· a scale and so late in our history, after so 
many alien forces had been whittling away at our traditional way of life. 

There is another matter which fills me with admiration as I look over 
the last twenty-five years. The sharp competitiveness, the organizational 
rivalry, the ideological intolerance which so badly divided us in those years, 
have all but disappeared. Many of you may recall the severe birth pangs 
which attended the coming to life of the United Jewish Appeal, the early 
years of controversy over allocations as between the Joint Distribution 
Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and the National Refugee Service, 
each claiming priority. It was some time before a satisfactory relationship 
was established between the agencies which were all serving the same 
people but were doing it with considerable mutual antagonism and furtive 

III: G-4b 
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distrust. The years have matured all their leaders and rounded off the 
sharp angularity of their ideologies. They murmured but they learned 
instruction. The appalling calamities which be set our people in the dread
ful years of the Nazi persecution, the Second World War and its disastrous 
aftermath, forced upon all the responsible leaders of our people the realiza
tion that only in united community action on a total program of rescue and 
rehabilitation, both in the Diaspora and in Israel, was there any hope for 
the broken and scattered remnants of our people. We soon realized that 
there were no partition walls in the concentration camps between Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform Jews, or between Eastern European or Western 
European Jews. How could we, in the face of such universal hate and 
menace fail to surmount all the barriers which normally divide us? We 
proceeded to pool our resources and to act as Jews without labels. 

A crisis challenged us to unity and we were not found wanting. The 
fruits of this unity were soon apparent. Not only did the United Campaign 
yield much larger sums than those which were raised in independent cam
paigns, but we acquired larger tolerance. We learned to understand each 
other better. To think, plan and execute as one people. This was soon 
reflected in increased community cohesion all over the land. We still cling 
to our independent judgements and opinions -- for we are by no means of 
one mind, even now. But we learned the wisdom of working together unitedly 
for the common good. Here and there ne still finds some vocal dissidents 
who are entrenched in their isolation a nd , • ef 1 contrariness, but they 
have not been permitted to obstruct the st ad -movement of our people 
towards mutual accommodations and unity., 

i''J:/ 

Many years ago, the eminent English Poet and literary critic, Matthew 
Arnold, declared: 

"As long as the world lasts, all who want to make pro gr es s in 
righteousness will come to Israel for inspiration as to the people who have 
had the sense for righteousness most glowing and strong." He might have 
added the word compassion. 

It is heartening, too, to recall that this outpouring of generosity, this 
basic demonstration of brotherhood and solidarity occurred in one of the 
most brutal and barbarous periods in human history when the beasts were 
stalking the earth. 

As we watched the terror swooping down, as a vulture, upon the people, 
we were not content to wring our hands in anguish and to gird ourselves 
with sackcloth. We mourned for the dead, but we rushed to the aid of the 
living. We fed the hungry, we clothed the naked, we cared for the orphan 
and the widow, we bound up the bruises of our people the best we could, and 
we proceeded to rebuild the fallen tabernacle of David for the dispersed of 

III: G-4c 
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Israel. In a darkening world where lights were everywhere going out, our 
people raised one radiant beacon of mercy which shone for all to see "like 
a good deed in a naughty world", to reassure mankind that love and human 
compassion had not departed from our earth and that evil and cruelty would 
never claim the ultimate victory. Therefore, the pride of Israel was never 
cast down to the ground, nor was its courage broken in the day of the great 
slaughter. This, indeed, was our strength and our salvation. 

The sense of compassion, and the strong bond of group solidarity 
which our people manifested time and again in the past, a chapter of which 
you are celebrating tonight, will stand us in good stead in the oncoming 
years. There will be much need for it. For the days immediately ahead 
of us are not likely to be characterized by that serenity and security which 
we could wish for our people everywhere. 

Let us bear in mind that these are dangerous, eruptive and un
predictable times for all peoples. They are likely to continue so for some 
time. Passions are running high in our world. Dark tides are still sweep
ing all around us. Hates and fears are still being stirred up. Prejudice is 
still a formidable weapon in the hands of unscrupulous political adventurers, 
of men who fan the destroying winds and fill the quivers of hate. We all 
prayerfully hope that the forces of reason wiJ come to prevail and the 
desperate efforts of nations to preser e pe ill succeed. But in the 
meantime, the cold war is bearing down a vily upon our defenceless 
people in many parts of the world. In o :t f rica, in the Middle East and 
in Latin-America, our people are its prmoi a l victims, and even in the free 
countries of the West, the conflict with comthunism is being exploited by 
groups of neo-Nazis as an excuse for a war against the Jews. Violent times 
are especially dangerous for minority groups, and even more so for the 
Jewish group which historically has suffered most in periods of social, 
political or economic upheaval. Because Jews are almost everywhere, they 
are always in the center of world events, and as the Rabbis put it, in com
menting upon the fate of our people at such times, when the stone falls upon 
the pot, the pot is broken, and when the pot falls upon the stone, it is the 
pot again which is broken. 

In such times -- and these are such times -- our only salvation as a 
people lies in solidarity, in closing ranks, in strengthening our defences. 
We dare not relax our alertness. W f- dare not be tardy in rushing aid, 
economic or political, to any hard-pressed sector of our people anywhere. 
We must reenforce every threatened segment of our ·far-flung line. This 
has been our strategy of survival in the past. It must continue to be so 1n 
the future, a future whose remote horizons no one can glimpse. 

There are Jews today in lands of tyranny and disorder whose bread 
1s the bread of tears and whose water is the water of bitterness. 

III: G-4d 
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Many Jews are today abandoning these lands of intolerable conditions 
and of dark prospects. Many of them are seeking in Israel the peace and 
the dignity which the world denied them. In the last fourteen years, the 
young state has welcomed over a million immigrants from all parts of the 
world. The U JA made that emigration possible. Israel, which is a small 
state, as you well know, exerted itself to the utmost to absorb these new
comers, most of them penniless, many of them without skills or vocations, 
some aged and infirm, to rebuild their lives and to integrate them into the 
economy of the pioneering country. From all accounts, an incomparably 
fine job has been done by the young state in meeting the enormous problems 
with which this immigration taxed it, thanks to the imagination, dedication 
and enterprise of its leaders and people. 

Israel has accomplished so much, incredibly so much! By its faithful 
allegiance to the free world, the development of its educational system and 
its institutions of higher learning, its advanced social legislation, the aid 
which it has extended to less developed nations of Africa, and Asia, and the 
maintenance of peace, in the face of boycott, blockade and the contrivances 
of its un-reconciled neighbors, Israel has revealed to the world the ground
tone of its chosen way of life, its fundamental purposes and dominant inter
ests as a nation. All this, which is in full accord with the noble traditions 
of our people, has filled us with inesti a.,b~e pr· de. It has been for us a 
rarer gift than the gold we gave to make • foun ations strong. Our children 
have re-discovered the pride of their herit a ge , a nd honor has come back to 
dwell in their hearts. Everyone who ha s a h and in helping to bring 
Israel into being and in assisting in its g rowth -- as American Jews have 
assisted through the United Jewish Appeal -- may feel proud and grateful 
and deeply satisfied. 

But Israel knows that its historic task is far from being over -- and 
we know that our task is far from being over. - --

This has been the most momentous quarter of a century in Jewish 
history. It gave us the Second World War, Hitler and the re-birth of 
Israel - - a cup of staggering and a cup of salvation. It was a time when 
the light was never divided from the darkness. It gave us two kinds of 
camps - - the concentration camps of torture and death, and the Mabarot, 
the temporary camps in Israel, which led to new life and freedom. In one 
part of the world we watched the homes and towns and all that our people 
built in a thousand years consumed by fire and sword and laid waste in 
ruins. In another part of the world we watched the ruins of a thousand 
years being re-built, and what had been wasted and ravaged being reclaimed 
by the toil and labor of our people. No such apocalyptic horrors were ever 
visited upon our people, and seldom has such Messianic glory shown upon 
it. From the shadow of death, light was brought forth. The graves were 
many - - six million of our martyred dead. But an ancient prophecy was 

III: G-4e 
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fulfilled: "Behold, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of 
your graves, 0 my people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel." 

The days to come will continue to make great demands upon our 
loyalty and perseverance, on Israel's part and on ours. Israel will not be 
able to escape the political tensions and pressures of the world of which it 
is a part. Grave, unsolved problems -- internal and external - - still re
mains. Danger lurks upon its borders. 

There is much work still to be done. Israel must be made strong, 
strong enough to withstand pressures, strong enough to defend its rights, 
strong enough to absorb those who will wish to go there, or those who will 
have to go there, strong enough to fulfill its destiny. 

We, living in this gracious land, have been a privileged generation in 
that we have been the chosen tools in the hands of God for the salvation of 
His people. We have tried to match our hour. We received our assignment 
and we set about executing it to the be st of our abilities. We are humbly 
grateful that we did not utterly fail. The degree of our success is the 
measure of our reward. 

• W HS AMERICAN JEWISH 
ARCHIVES 
••••••• 
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL ANNIVERSARY 

New York City - December 7, 1962 

WHENEVER I ATTEND AN OCCASION SUCH AS THIS, I AM MOVED 

TO MARVEL AT CERTAIN QUALITIES IN OUR PEOPLE'S CHARACTER 

WHICH SUCH ANNIVERSARIES MANIFEST. I HA VE LIVED AND WORKED 

AMONG JEWS, AS YOU MAY WELL IMAGINE, FOR A LONG TIME. I HA VE 

SEEN IBEM AT CLOSE RANGE, BOTH IN MUFTI AND ON DRESS PARADE. 

'niERE WERE TIMES WHEN IBEY BAFFLED AND TROUBLED ME. 

TIIERE WERE OCCASIONS WHEN I FOUND MYSELF ENTERTAINING SOME 

UNHAPPY 'nlOUGHTS ABOUT THIIM, WHICH, FORTUNATELY, I QUICKLY 

DISCARDED. FOR NO ONE CAN SER WHO DOES NOT 
l. 

LOVE THEM EVEN R IMP -.... , ............... s 

~')/ 

ALWAYS RENEWED 

WHEN I SAW THEM ENGAGED IN ACTS OF GROUP COMPASSION AND 

LOYALTY SUCH AS YOU CELEBRATE THIS EVENING. THESE ACTS 

REVEALED TO ME A VERY PRECIOUS QUALITY IN OUR PEOPLE'S 

CHARACTER. 

THE OUTPOURING OF SOLICITUDE AND GENEROSITY FOR FELLOW -

JEWS THE WORLD OVER HAS BEE:'i GOING ON FOR FAR MORE THAN 

THE QUARTER OF A CENTURY WHICH THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

COMMEMORATES THIS EVENING. THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE -- THE J. D. C. -- WHICH LATER MERGED 

FOR PURPOSES OF CAMPAIGNING WITH 'IHE UNITED PALESTINE 
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APPEAL TO FORM '!HEU. J.A., WAS FOUNDED IN 1914, ON THE EVE 

OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR. EVERY YEAR SINCE THAT TIME, THE 

JEWS OF AMERICA HAVE MARSHALLED THEIR RESOURCES TO MEET 

IN A SYSTEMA nc AND RESPONSIBLE MANNER THE URGENT NEEDS 

OF THEIR FELLOW JEWS WHEREVER AND WHENEVER THEY OCCURED. 

THEIR GIVING WAS NOT IN mE N~TURE OF A ONE-TIME RESPONSE 

TO A DISASTER, TO A FLOOD OR AN EARTHCJAAKE, BUT A PLANNED 

AND SUSTAINED PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE TO FELLOW JEWS WHO 

FOUND TIIEMSELVES IN WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED CONTINUOUS CRISIS. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER HAPPENED IN THE HISTORY OF PEOPLES 

BEFORE. IT IS UNIQUE AND IT IS MAGNIFICENT! 

T 
EVEN PRIOR T0 T EAR 9l r------~----.AR WHICH USHERED IN 

/;:::\ 
THE MOST VIOLEN RO ENTURY IN OUR lilSTORY, 

JEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD WHO WERE COMING TO AMERICA AT AN 

AVERAGE RATE OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND A YEAR. BY 

1914, MORE THAN A MILLION AND A HALF JEWS HAD COME TO THESE 

SHORES, MOST OF THEM PENNILESS. THEY NEEDED EVERY KIND OF 

ASSISTANCE. THESE IMMIGRANTS SOON OUT-NUMBERED THE OLDER 

SETTLERS, BUT THEY ASSUMED THEM READILY AND AS A MATTER OF 

COURSE. IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETIES WERE ORGANIZED -- SETTLEMENTS, 

ENGLISH CLASSES, RELIEF AGENCIES, TECHNICAL SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, 

ORPHANAGES, REDISTRIBUTION AND FARMING PROJECTS, SUCH AS 
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GALVESTON AND WOODBINE. OUT OF THESE EFFORTS OUR 

COMMUNITY-WIDE AND, LATER, OUR NATION-WIDE FEDERATIONS 

EVOLVED. 

THE CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF THOSE IMMIGRANTS 

ARE TODAY THE LEADERS, WORKERS AND DONORS IN THE UNITED 

JEWISH APPEAL AND IN THE VARIOUS OTHER WELFARE CAMPAIGNS 

IN THEIR CITIES, mus. A CHAIN OF BENEVOLENCE HAS CONTINUED 

UNBROKEN -- A SILKEN CORD BINDING GENERATION TO GENERATION. 

nns ORGANIZED AND CONTINUING RESPONS~ ON THE PART OF 

AMERICAN JEWS TO THE NEEDS OF FELLOW JEWS OVER A PERIOD 

OF MORE THAN THREE-QUARTERS OF T ) .., 
ME WITH ADMIRA 'IlON. lT WAS A ~ ~-¥Ail -; NTARY! THERE WAS ,. C 

OF MEN AND WOMEN WHO APPRECIATED THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING 

NEEDED AND WHO WERE AWARE OF THEIR HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY. 

AGAIN, nus VOLUNTARY GIVING OF TIME, TIIOUGHT AND SUBSTANCE 

WAS A MASS ENTERPRISE. IT WAS NOT THE EXCLUSIVE PROJECT OF 

A FEW WEALTHY PHILANTHROPISTS. THE COLLECTIVE SOUL OF 

OUR PEOPLE MOVED INTO ACTIO • A LEADERS WERE NOT WANTING 

TO DIRECT AND TO INSPIRE. CJ.ENT DAYS, THE SANCTUARY 

WIUCH OUR PEOPLE BUILT IN THE WILDERNESS ON THEIR WAY TO THE 

PROMISED LANDIN THE DAYS OF MOSES WAS SIMILARLY BUILT, WE 



• 

ARE TOLD, OUT OF THE FREE-WILL OFFERINGS OF EVERY MAN 

ND OMAN 0 G THE PEOPLE WHOSE HEART W S lLLING. 

IT IS I DEED A TIME-HONORED TRA TIO OF OUR PEOPLE, BUT 

I MARVEL THAT IT STILL 'IFESTS ITSELF ON SO LARGE A SCALE 

AND SOL TE IN OUR HISTORY, AFTE SO MANY ALI FORCES HAD 

WHITTLED AWAY AT OUR TRADITIO AL i AY OF LIFE. 

IDHERE IS ANOTHER MATTER HICH FILLS M 1TH ADMIRA-

TION AS I LOOK OVER THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE Y RS. T SHARP 

COMPETITIVENESS, THE ORGANIZATIONAL RIVALRY, THE IDEOLO-

GICAL INTOLERANCE WHICH SO BADLY DIVIDED US THOSE YEARS, 

HA VE ALL BUT DISAPP.EARED. 

JEWISH APPEAL, 

Y RECALL THE SEVERE 

-.-. ............ G TO LIFE OF THE UNITED 

,_0/ 

:1:.,. NTROVERSY OVER ALLO-

CATIO SAS BETWEEN THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, niE 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL AND THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, 

EACH CLAI G PRlORITY. IT WAS SOME TIME BEFORE A SATISFACTORY 

RELATI NSHIP WAS EST BLISHED BETWEE THESE AG NCIES WHICH 

WERE ALL SERVING THE SAME PEOPLE BUT ,vERE DO GIT WITH 

CONSIDERABLE MU'rU L ANTAGONISM AND FURTIVE DISTRUST. THE 

YEARS HAVE TURED ALL THEIR LEADERS AND ROUNDED OFF nlE 

SHARP ANGULARITY OF THEIR IDEOLOGIES. THEY MURMURED, TO 

BE SURE, BUT nlEY LEARNED INSTRUCTION. TiiE APPALLING 

CALAMITIES WHICH BESET OUR PEOPLE IN THE DREADFUL YEARS 
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OF THE NAZI PERSECUTION, THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND ITS 

DISASTROUS AFTERNIA nI, FORCED UPON ALL THE RESPONSIBLE 

LEADERS OF OUR PEOPLE THE REALIZATION THAT ONLY IN UNITED 

COMMUNITY ACTION ON A TOTAL PROGRAM OF RESCUE AND RE

HABILITATION, BOTH IN THE DIASPORA AND IN ISRAEL, WAS THERE 

ANY HOPE FOR THE BROKE A D SCATTERED REMN NTS OF OUR 

PEOPLE. E SOON REALIZED THAT THERE WERE NO ARTITION 

WALLS IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS SEPARATING ORTHODOX, 

CONSERVATIVE AND REFO JEWS, AND NO PARTITION WALLS 

BETWEEN EASTERN EUROPE N OR WESTERN EUROPE N JEWS. 

HOW COULD WE, IN nLE FACE F - ... ~~...., .. 
I 

HATE AND MENACE FAILI.XO SU 
\., 

NORMALLY DIVIDED US? 
~ <:) 

ERSAL NNllllLATIONJpT 

TIIE BARRIERS WHICH 

VEL Y WE PROCEEDED 

TO ACT AS JEWS WifflOUT LABELS. A CRISIS CHALLENGED US TO 

UNITY AND WE WERE NOT FOU D WANTING. 

TIIE FRUITS OF THIS UNITY WERE SOON APPARENT. NOT ONLY 

DID THE UNITED CAMPAIGNS YIELD MUCH LARGER SU ts TiiAN WERE 

RAISED IN :INDEPENDENT CAMPAIGNS, BUT WE CQUIRED LARGER 

TOLERANCE IN COMMUNITY LIFE. TlilS WAS 500 REFLECTED IN 

INCREASED COHESION IN J WISH COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE LAND. 

THE HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS OF CA PAIGN EETINGS WHICH WERE 

HELD .,, LL OVER THE LAND, YE R AFTER YEAR, NOT ONLY SERVED 

TO EDU CA TE AND ALERT OUR PEOPLE TO ALL THAT WAS HAPPENING 
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TO OUR PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD, BUT THEY CEMENTED AND 

DREW THEM CLOSER TOGETHER. WE STILL CLING, OF COURSE, TO 

OUR INDEPEN.DE T JUDGMENTS AND OPINIONS -- FOR WE ARE BY NO 

MEANS OF ONE MIND, EVEN NOW. BUT WE LEARNED THE WISDOM OF 

WORKING TOGETHER UNITEDLY FOR THE COMMON GOOD. HERE AND 

TiiERE ONE STILL FINDS SOME VERY VOCAL DISSIDE TS WHO ARE 

ENTRENCHED IN THEIR ISOLATION AND SPITEFUL CONTRARINESS; 

BUT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN PERMITTED TO OBSTRUCT THE STEADY 

MOVEME T OF OUR PEOPLE TO ARDS MUTUAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

AND UNITY. 

MANY YEARS AGO-, THE EMINEN 
T 

CRITIC, MA TTiiEW ARNOLD, D CL R 

"AS LONG AS T Sil' WANT TO AKE PROGRESS 
' 

IN RIGHTEOUSNESS WILL COME TO ISRAEL FOR INSPI A TIO AS TO 

THE PEOPLE WHO HA VE HAD THE SE SE FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS MOST 

GLOWING AND STRONG. " HE MIGHT HA VE ADDED THE WORD COMPASSION. 

IT I HEARTENING TO RECALL THAT THIS OUTPOURING OF COM

PASSION, THIS BASIC DEMONSTRATIO OF BROTHERHOOD ND SOLIDARITY 

OCCURED IN ONE OF THE MOST BRUTAL AND BARBAROUS P RlODS IN 

HUMAN HISTORY WHEN THE BEASTS, IN HUMAN GUISE, ERE STALKING 

THE EARTii. 

AS E WATCHED THE TERROR SWOOPING DOWN, AS A VULTURE, 

UPON ORR PEOPLE, WE WERE NOT CONTENT TO WRING OUR HANDS 

IN ANGUISH AND TO GIRD OURSELVES WITH SACKCLOTH. WE MOURNED 

FOR THE DEAD, BUT WE RUSHED TO THE AID OF THE LIVING. WE FED 
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THE HUNGRY, E CLOTHED THE NAKED, E CA D FOR HE O PHAN 

AND TH WIDOW, WE BOUND UP THE BRUISES OF OU PEOPLE THE 

BEST WE COULD, ND WE PROCEEDED TO RE UILD HE LLE 

TABE ACLE OF DAVID FOR THE DISPERSED OF I RAEL. IN A 

DARKENING WORLD WHERE LIGHTS WERE EVERY HER GOING OUT, 

OU PEOPLE RAISED A RADIANT BEACON OF MERCY WHICH SHO E 

FOR ALL TO SEE, "LIKE A GOOD DE DIN A NAUGHTY WORLD", TO 

R ASSURE NKIND THAT LOVE AND HUMAN CO PASSION HAD OT 

DEPARTED F OM OUR EARTH AND THAT EVIL ND C UELTY W ULD 

N VE CLAIM 'mE ULTI TE VICTORY. BECAUSE OF IT, THE PRIDE 

OF ISRAEL WAS NEVER CAST O N TO THE GROUND, NOR WAS ITS 

COURAGE B OK N :AT SL UGHTER, THIS, 

DEED, PROVED Ts T O SALVATIO . 

MANIFESTED TIME AND AGAIN IN THE PAST, A CHAPT OF WHICH 

YOU ARE CELEBRATING TONIGHT, ILL STAND US I GOOD STEAD 

IN TiiE ON-COMING YEARS. THERE WILL BE MUCH ED FOR IT. 

FOR THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY AHEAD OF US AR OT LIK LY TO BE 

CHARACTERIZED BY THAT QUIET AND SECURITY WHICH WE WOULD 

WISH FOR OUR PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. 

LET US BEAR IN MIND THAT THESE ARE DANGEROUS, ERUPTIVE 

AND UN-PREDICTABLE TIMES F R LL PEOPLES. THEY ARE LIKELY -
TO CONTI UE SO FOR SO E TIME. PASSIONS ARE RU NING HIGH IN 

OUR WORLD. DARK TIDES ARE SWEEPING ALL AROUND US. HA TES 

AND FEARS ARE BEING STIRRED :UP. PREJUDICE IS STILL A FORMI

DABLE WEAPON IN THE HANDS OF UNSCRUPULOUS POLITICAL AD-
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VENTURERS, OF MEN WHO FAN THE DESTROYING WINDS AND FIL 

TH QUIVERS OF HA TE. WE ALL PRAYERFULLY HOPE THAT THE 

FORCES OF RE SON WILL CO E TO PREVAIL AND THE DESPERATE 

EFFORTS OF NATIONS TO PRESERV PEACE WILL SUCCEED. BUT 

IN THEM NTIME,ATHE COLD WAR IS BEARING DOWN OST HEAVILY 

UPON OUR DEFENCELESS PEOPLE I MANY PARTS OF TH 'V ORLD, 
IN NORTH AFRICA, IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND IN LATI - MERICA, 

• 

OUR PEOPLE ARE ITS PRINCIPAL VICTIMS, AND EVEN I THE FREE 

COUNTRIES OF THE WEST, THE CO FLICT WITH COMMUNISM IS EX

PLOITED BY GROUPS OF NEC-NAZIS AS AN EXCUSE TO WAGE WAR 

UPO JEWS. VIOLENTTIME A 
........, 

MINORITY GROUPS, AND EVEN Mu.K~~~~. HE JEWISH GROUP, 
t'-:: 
C\ rJ 

WHICH HISTORICALL: Ra\ SU.FF RE • >l,4 n N PERIODS OF SOCIAL, 
'J .:Jj:,•f ~ 

POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC UNRES . BECAUSE JEWS ARE ALMOST 

EVERYWHERE, THEY ARE ALWAYS IN THE CENTER OF WORL EVENTS, 

AND, AS THE RABBIS PUT IT, IN COMMENTING UPON THE FATE OF OD 

PEOPLE AT SUCH TIMES, WHEN THE STONE FALLS UPO THE VESSEL , 

THE VESSEL IS BROKEN, AND WHEN THE VESSEL FALLS UPON THE 

STONE, IT IS THE VESSEL AGAIN WHICH IS BROKEN. 

IN SUCH TIMES·- AND THESE ARE SUCH TI ES -- OUR ONLY 

SALVATION AS A PEOPLE LIES l SOLIDARITY, INC OSING RANKS, 

IN STRENGTEHENING OUR DEFENCES. WE DARE NOT REL X OUR 

ALERTNESS. WE DARE NOT BE TARDY IN RUSHING AID, ECONOMIC 

OR POLinCAL, TO ANY HARD-PRESSED SECTOR OF OUR PEOPLE 
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ANYWH RE. WE MUST RE-.ENFORCE EVERY THREAT ED SEGMENT 

OF OU FAR-FLUNG LIN~. THIS HAS BEEN O R STRAT GY OF 

SURVIVAL I THE PAST. IT UST CONTINUE T BE SO I THE FUTURE, 

FUTURE WHOSE REMOTE HORIZONS NO ONE CAN GLI PSE. 

THERE ARE JE S TODAY LIVING I LA DS OF TYRANNY AND 

DISORD R WHOSE BREAD IS TH• BR AD OF TEARS A D HOSE 

WATER IS THE WATER OF BITTE ss. 

MANY J WS ARE TODAY B NOONING THESE LA DS OF I -

TOLERABL CONDITIO SAND DARK PROSPECTS. MANY OF THEM 

MAD THAT EMIGRATION POSSIBLE. ISRAEL, WH1CH IS A SMALL 

STATE, AS YOU ELL KNOW , EXERTED ITSELF TO TH UT OST T 

ABSORB TH SE NEW-CO ERS , OST OF THEM PENNIL SS, MANY OF 

THEM WITHOUT SKILLS OR VOCATIONS, SO E AGED AND INFIRM, TO 

REBUILD THEIR LIVES AND TO INT GRATE THEM INTO THE ECONOMY 

OF THE PIO EERING COUNTRY. FROM ALL ACCOUNTS, AN INCOMPARABLY 

F INE JOB HAS BEEN DONE BY THE YOUNG STA TE IN MEETING THE 

ENORMOUS PROBLEMS WITH WHICH TlilS IMMIGRATION TAXED I T , 

THA S TO THE IMAGINATION , DEDICATIO ND Ei TE PRISE OF 

ITS LEADERS AND PEOPLE. 
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ISRAEL HAS ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH, INCR DIBLY SO MUCHI 

BY IT FAITHFUL ALL G C TH ro D, TH DEVELOP-

MENT OF IT DUC.: TIO L SY A D ITS S TUTIONS OF 1-llGHER 

LEARN! G , I ADV CED SOCIAL L GISLA no . HE AID WHICH 

HAS T D D TO L SS D V L D N TIONS I FRICA A D ASIA 

AND THE T NANC OF P AC , IN TH FAC OF BOYCOTT, 

BLOCKADE A D THE CO TRIVA C S OF ITS U -RECO CIL ◄ D NEIGHBORS, 

IT HAS REVEALED TO TH 

WAY OF LIF , ITS FUND 

ORLD HE GROUND-TONE O ITS CHOSE 

TAL PURPOS SA D DO ANT INTERESTS 

AS A ATIO ALL Tl-llS HICH IS I SUCH FULL ACCORD ITH THE 

B C TOD ELL IN THEIR H ARTS. EVERYO E WHO HAS HAD A HAND 

H LPI G TO BRING ISRA L INTO BEING AND IN ASSISTING IN ITS 

G OWTH -- AS E HAV ASSISTED THROUGH THE UNITED JEWISH 

APPEAL -- Y FEEL PROUD D GRATEFUL AND DEEPLY SATISFIED. 

BUT ISRAEL KNOWS THAT ITS HISTORIC TASK IS FAR FROM BEING 

OVER -- A D WE KNO THAT OUR TASK IS FAR FROM BEING OVER. -
GREAT DEMANDS WERE MADE UPO US IN THIS, fflE MOST 

MOME TOUS QUARTER OF A C NTU Y JE ISH HISTORY, WHICH 

GAVE US THE S COND WORLD WAR, HITLER AND THE R -BIRTH OF 
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ISRAEL -- A CUP OF STAGGER! G A D CUP O SALV TION. IT 

TI THE LIGH AS NEVE DIVID D FROM THE A 

DA s . OU PEO L I T O KIND O C P -- T 

CO C 

T 

A D 

HOM..:S 

RATIO PS OFT RTUR A D EATH A D TH 

PO RY C MP I ISR L , THE GATE AY TO 

HABAROT, 

LIF 

E TCHED THE 

TO NS D ALL THA OU EO L HAD BUILT IN A 

THOUS ND Y ARS CONSU 1:ED BY 1 ANDS 0 D LAID WASTE 

I UIN . I NOTHER TO T E 0 LOWE ED THE 

u so T -BUILT, HAT HAD BEEN 

A T~D D y TH TOIL DLA 0 

OF 0 p 0 LE. s RE EVER 

VISIT• DUPO OU s UC I NIC 

GLOR H UPO IT. F 0 THE SHADO OF D H, LIGHT 

AS B OUGHT FORTH. TH GRAV ""S WE A Y. T ERE WERE 

. BUT AN AN IE T PROPHECY 

B • ING FULFILLED: "B "'HOLD, I WILL OPEN YOU GRAV S, AND 

CAU E YOU TO CO E UP OUT OF YOUR GRAVES, 0 MY P OPLE; 

u 

ILL RI G YOU INTO TH LA D O IS EL. " 

D YS TO COME ILL COi TINUE TO ' GREAT DEMANDS 

LOYALTY A 

. I RAEL ILL OT B 

V RA CE, 0 ISRAEL'S P RT AND 

LE TO SC P TH POLITICAL 

0 S D PRESSU OF THE ORLD OF HICH IT IS A PART. 
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GRAV , UNSOLVED PROBLEMS -- INTERNAL DE E AL --

STILL iv~ • .&..&. • DANG L ~~-·~ UPO ITS BO DERS. 

TH ....... "_ IS MUCH LL TO BE DONE! ISRAEL MUST BE 

D ST O , STRO G OUG TO WITHSTAND PRESSU S, 

STRON NOUGH TO A SO B THO HO ILL ISH TO GO THERE, 

0 .&_..., • ..,, HO ILL VE TO GO THERE, STRO G E OUG TO 

FUL ILL ITS DESTINY. 

, WHO LIVE IN THIS GRACIOUS L ND, H VE BEE A PRIVI-

L G N RATION IN THAT E HA VE BEE THE CHOSE~ TOOLS 

OF GODF 0 LE. WE 

HAV OUR. E ERE (JiIVEN 

HIS O CASI ....._..__,_, T :EX CU GIT TO 

TH BEST OF OU LY G T FUL IF WE 

HAV O'r :UTTERLY FAIL D. TH DEGREE OF OUR SUCCESS IS THE 

EA URE OF OUR ARD. 
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Dear Mr. Meyerhoff: 
I shall attend the 25th Uf A Annual National Conference at the Americana 

Hotel in New York City, starting Friday at 9:00 A. M., December 7, and ending 
Sunday, December 9, at 1 :00 P. M. 

I shall require hotel reservations starting with the night of _____ _ 
Reserve ___ SingleRoom(s) 

___ Double Room(s), (do1-1-ble bedded, twin bedded) 
___ Suite ( one bedroom, two bedrooms J 

I estimate my time of arrival will be ____________ _ 
DAY HOUR 

NAME 

ADDRESS. ________ , ____________ _ 

CITY _____________ STATE _______ _ 

Please reserve ___ plates for the Lunchton at 12: 15 P. M., Friday, Dec. 7. 

Please reserve ___ plates for the Banquet at 6:30 P.M., Saturday, Dec. 8. 

Please reserve ____ plates for the Breakfast at 9:30 A . M., Sunday, Dec. 9. 
There will be no solicitation of funds. Dietary laws observed. 

- ------------"---~·-.___--..___ __ .....,. __ ~-' - - - - - - --

You a11e invited to attend 
tlie historic 

United Jewish Appeal 
25th Annual National Conference 

To lfsher in American Jewr.lJ' • t ·enty-f'il:e l}ears of' lif'e-savin,q 

and to set th -ob;je.eti es-of th 1 f~-~ ·i le campaign 

Americana Hotel 
NPw York City • 

December 7-9, 1962 
Dietary Laws Obserred 
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Hear the on-the-spot report of UJA's 8th Overseas Study Mission 
on needs today in Israel and of Jewish communities in Europe, North Africa and other areas. 
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12:15 P.M. 

2:15 P.M. 

8:30 P.M. 

LU CHE01 , C01 FERE CE DELEGATES 

LU CHEO , RESOLUTIO S C01\1MITTEE 

DEWEY D. STO 1£ 
alio1111l Clini11111rn, UJA, RcprPscnting UIA 

w 

PRES/DI C 

PLE ARY SESSIO 

JACK D. WEILER 
National Chaimza11, UJA 

PRES/DI C 

ADDRESS 

Ambassador of.Israel o the U1t-1tcq. 
:,/ 

DISCUSS/0, 

FRIDAY EVENING 

SABBATH SERVICE 
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1963 A Year Jor Qreatness 

A MESSAGE FROM 

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF 
(;e11e1al Cbllit 111t111 , 1l11llcti ]ea i /J 1lf>fn•11l 

The 25th Anniversary Yc ar of th United J wish Appeal i an 

event in which the Jews of America can rightfully take tr men

dous pride. ince the time it was brought into being in January 

1939, the UJA has raised more than $1,435,000,000 that ha nabl d its member aoencies to 

save, resettle and rehabilitate nearly 3,000,000 men," omen and children. Th se figures stand 

as dramatic testimony to the cornpa sionate humanitarianism of American Jews. 

It would be a mistake, however, to belie e that erious problems no lonoer confront us. 

Israel's immigration is its greatest in 10 year . Europe teems with Jewish refuge in the wake 

of upheavals in orth Africa. Jewi h refuoees ar still arri ing in the United States. 

Great needs still face us. The 0 reatest mca , therefore, must be assured for the United 

Israel Appeal-Jewish Agency, Inc., the Joint mittee and the New York 

Association for ew Americans. It i my f that in 1963 the Jews of 

America will join again in giving full support to th r 

A MESSAGE FROM 

HoN. MOSHE SHARETT, M. K. 
IJairnlll11, J..,r,1el (0111111illee 

ll]A '~ 25th .A1llliver ,ny 

The Anniversary is an impressive landmark along the road 

which United tat Jewry has trav led towards the effective 

assumption of ever-incr a ing re ponsibilities for th future of 

our people in I rael and el ewhere. It i in the State of I rael that the UJA ha performed and 

continues to perform its mo t imaginative and hi tori ally deci iv task. E ry a pect of our 

people's new life here bears loquent witne s to its pe tacular achievements. 

We all confidently expect that the 25th Anniversary wills rve a a stirring occa ion for 

the red dication of the Jews of America to the 0 reat caus of our p ople's redemption. 



UJA FOUNDERS: U.S. Jewish leaders moved swiftly lo create first UJA within days following Nazi Kristoll Nocht pogrom of November 1938. Left to right, 
above: William Rosenwald acting for Notional Coordinating Committee (later Notional Refugee Service), Robbi Abba Hillel Silver for United Palestine Appeal 
(now United Israel Appeal), and the late Rabbi Jonah 8. Wise for Joint Distribution Committee, sign agreement establishing united campaign for 1939. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 1939. 

'fHREE GROUPS JOIN 
TO AID PERSECUTED 

Jewish Federation to Direct 
Fund-Raising Campaign of 

Two Major Agencies 

GOAL MAY BE $9,000,000 

Plan Is Revealed at Clothing 
Men's Tribute to Hillman
Mayor Assails Oppressors 

An unprecedented campaign for 
the victims of European oppression, 
which will unite for the first time 
the three major Jewish fund-rais
ing organization~ in the United 
States, has been decided upon and 
will soon be announced in detail, 
it was learned last night. 

The decision became known at a 
dinner of the clothing indu!iitry to 
Sidney Hillman, president of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America, at the Hotel Commodore. 
It was mentioned in a teleg-ram to 
Abraham Landau, the chairman, 
from Edward M. .M. Warburg, 
which read: 

' 'Regret that at last minute can-

no be wifh you. a set-up was not the coordinating 
group reali:r.es tha it committee mentioned in the tele-
·n the fie a, since it r, gram-it 11 a comparatively new 
Jewish Joint Tiistl ibut-i'i-e-1;t=~~!ltf'IU-1~ body. The third participant will he 
tee, the United ale ti the Federation for the Support of 
and the National Coord na. g C m- Jewish Philanthropic Societies, re
mittee for Aid to Re ~e aJ11}' garded as one of the most efficient 
Emi~t-ants Coming from .t;:rmarty fund-raising bodies for purely local 
have unified their campaign. relief in the -United ttatcs. 

"Therefore the results of your But the federation, it wa~ f'X-
efforts tonight and in the next few plained, will not share in thP. pro
weeks will set the pace for the ceeds of the joint drive . . They will 
whole campaign. We must all forget be divided among the J. D. C .. the 
past standards of giving and real- u. P.A. and the Cootdfnating Com
ize that in the effort to raise mitteP. , according to a scale to he 
$9,000,900 in Greater New York to ~et up . The federation wiU only 
meet the terrific demands that have supply the fund-raising machiner~•. 
fallen upon the shoulders of these 
three organizations, we are not Leading personalities in Jewish 
asking for contributions but · rather life, including leaders who have dif
for the investment of money to- icrcd on various question~. will be 
ward maintaining those standards brought together by the great need 
which we, not only as Jews but as that led to the decision to tmitP. 
Americans, hold indispensable." Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Rahhi 

Stephen S. \\i'ise are high in the 
Federation to Aid Drive leadership of the U. P. A., Rabbi 

Mr. Warburg was chairman of the Jonah B. Wise is national campaign 
Greater New York drive of the chairman of the J. D. C. 
Joint Distribution Committee last Mayor Denounces Rf>ich 
year. The committee and the United Another strongly worded attack 
Palestine Appeal conducted a single on the Hitler regime by Mayor La 
drive three years ago, · but the ex- Guardia, a disavowal of commu
periment was not repeated and the nism by ML Hillman, often referred 
"rivalry" between the two t.as fre- to as a "Red," and the pledging of 
quently been discussed. funds by those present were othf'r 

The Joint Distribution Committee features of the dinner. 
conducts relief work tor the perse- "Perhaps I have mislearned the 
cuted in all Central and Eastern entire lesson of history," the Mayor 
Europe. The United Palestine Ap- said, "but I am convinced that 
peal has been primarily concerned children who, under compuls ion of 
with the settlement of refugees governments, are separated from 
from those countries. The third their parents, will live to sec the 
major group to figure in the new day when that government is 

totally dstroyed." 



GREAT MOMENTS IN UJA's HISTORY 

TOP LEFT: 1949-The late Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Israel 's first President, 
visiting U.S. for UJA, presents Torah to President Horry S. Truman ot 
White House. TOP RIGHT: 1947-President Truman receives UJA dele
gation of Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, the late Mrs. David M. Levy, first 
Chairman of Notional Women's Division, and Henry Morgenthau, Jr., 
UJA General Chairman, 1947-50, expressing thanks for U.S. help in DP 
crisis. CENTER LEFT: 1955-President Dwight D. Eisenhower admires 
ancient Israel clay lamp presented by William Rosenwald, General 
Chairman, 1955-57, in appreciation of his compassionate treatment of 

Jewish DP's as Allied Supreme Commander. CENTER RIGHT: 1962-

President John F. Kennedy, honored for overseas aid efforts, receives 
General Chairman Joseph Meyerhoff (center) and Executive Vice
Chairman Herbert A. Friedman . BOTTOM LEFT: 1951-lsroel Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion, Edward M. M. Warburg, General Chairman, 
1951-54, Dewey D. Stone, Notional Chairman, and Dr. Joseph J. 
Schwartz (center) Executive Vice-Chairman, 19 51 -55, are pleased 
with Chicago meeting. BOTTOM RIGHT: 1948-Albert Einstein, UJA 
Honorary Chairman, receives William Rosenwald and young refugees. 



LEADERS OF THE UJA TODAY - YESTERDAY 

B , 

-

A. WORLD WAR II LEADERSHIP. left to right, seated: Rudolf G. 

Sonneborn, Sidney lansburgh, Alexander E. Arnstein, Rabbi 
Jomes G. Heller, Rabbi Jonah 8. Wise . Standing: Moses A. 
Leavitt, Joseph E. Beck, Charles A . R1egelman, Paul Baerwald, 

Abraham l. Liebowitz, Isidor Coons, Henry Monlor. 8 . 1950 
UJA MISSION TO ISRAEL: left to right : Joseph M. Mazer, Melvin 
Dubinsky, Henry C. Bernstein, Henry Monlor, Samuel H. Doroff, 
Sol Luckman, Julian B. Venezky, Samuel Rothberg C. 1951 

LEADERS: Dr . Joseph J. Schwartz (left}, UJA Executive Vice

Chairman 1951-55 and Morris W. Bennstein UJA General 

Chairman, 1958-60 . 1962 LEADERS: D. Left lo right: Front row, Samuel H. Doroff, Jack D. Weiler, Fred Forman, N. Y. Stole Attorney General Louis J. Lefkowitz, 
Philip M . Klutznick, Joseph Meyerhoff . Bock row: Albert A. Levin, Melvin Dubinsky, William Rosenwald, Joseph Holtzman, Morris W. Berinstein, Edward M. M. 
Warburg, Rabbi Herbert A . Friedman. E. Isadore Breslau left, and Israel D. Fink. F. Max M. Fisher. G. Robert W. Schiff. H. Samuel Rubin. I. Benjamin H. 
Swig. J. Joseph I. Lubin . K. Adolph K1esler. l . Gottlieb Hammer. M. Jacob Sincoff. N. WOMEN'S DIVISION LEADERS: Former National Chairmen (now 
Honorary Chairmen) shown with Mrs. Israel D. Fink, 1962 National Chairman, left to right: Mrs. Henry Newman (l 956); Mrs. Hal Horne (1954-55); Mrs. Albert 
Pilavin 1953,; Mrs. Fink (1961-62 ); Mrs. Jack A . Goodman 1957-60); Mrs. S. Alexander Brailove (1950-52). 
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A MESSAGE FROM 

DAVID BEN-GURION 
Prime 'Alinister, State of 1srael 

My heartiest good wishes to the United 

Jewish Appeal, its leaders and workers and 

to the hundreds of thousands of its support

ers on the Silver Jubilee of its creation. Dur

ing the past 25 years the UJA has served as 

a mighty machine that has set in motion great 

programs of rescue, _Aliyah, absorption, 

housing and agricultural settlement in Israel. 

The sum total of UJA's work is the epi

tome of Jewish volunteering and brother

hood and a supreme expression of Jewish 

solidarity. 

ork is far from completed. Hun

,,a~•N t.11ousands of Jews are now knock-
!111111-.:fr~-g:~ru....,....., ., e gates of Israel and tremendous 

1,.n t-i - 1lding tasks including full absorp-
~- ~ 

:, ~~r ~ ewcomer education and settling vast 

desert regions still lie ahead. 

On this important anniversary you are 

called upon to persevere in your efforts so 

that we may receive and swiftly integrate the 

large waves of immigration which continue 

to reach the country. 

MAY 14, 1948, 

David Ben-Gurion proclaims the State of Israel 



" ... adhering to the finest humanitarian 
traditions of our country." 

' l l l E \\. I I IT E I IO l ~ L 

September 17, 1962 

Dear Governor Lehman: 

I was delighted to learn that the United Jewish Appeal is 
about to observe its 25th Anniversary. 

In the continuing effort to ulfill its primary aims of rescue, 
relief, and r habilitation, th U .rr:rnrr.nn ering to the finest 
humanitaria tr ditions o .,.._,..,.,......... This warm spirit 
of compassion to assist th 1~-'b""--±o•P-l.tH'l-t±-tle has inspired the 
people of l!JJ fr m i s ve s . I under stand that 
during the UJ A Is qu rter ope rations its funds 
have been utiliz d to r sc e mor lili~ one and a half 
million persons and to provide dir ct relief and rehabili
tation for more than twice that number . This is an 
impressive record. 

I extend personal good wishes to you and my gratitude for 
the leadership and inspiration you have given to the UJ A 
and to so many other community efforts . 

Sincerely, 

Honorable Herbert H . Lehman 
Honorary General Chairman 
United Jewish Appeal 
165 We st 46th Street 

ew York 36, New York 





A MESSAGE FROM 

HON. HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
Ho,wrary {je11ernl CIJairm,111, 'UJA 25tlJ A1111iver ary Year Co111111ittee 

I consider myself personally privileged to be able to participate 

in the observance of the 25th Anniversary of the UJA. Necessity 

brought the UJA into being, but heart, compassion and warmth of 

soul have nurtured and sustained it and made it the great cause it 

has become. The UJA has brought out the best in each of us. 

I am confident that, as we observe the 25th Anniversary, we 

shall not only take pride in the record of our achievements but 

shall find inspiration in that record to go forward with our great 

mission of rescue and reconstruction. 
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PROGRAM 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1962 

LU CHEON, UJA NATIO AL CAMPAIC CAB/ ET 

MELVJ DUBINSKY 
Chairman, Natio11al Campaign Cabi11 et 

PRESIDING 

OPE I 1C 5E55!0 , 48t'1 A 1UAL 1EETI 'C 

JOI T 015TRIBLITIO COMMITTEE 

BANQUET MEETING, JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

SPEAKERS 

MOSES A. LEAVITT 
Executive Vice-Chairman, JDC Cltairman 

f(HJdi11g Co11ference 011 European 
Jewish Com111w1ity Services 

FRIDAY,DECEMBER 7 

OPENING CONFERENCE PLE ARY 5£5510 

Presentation of Needs 

WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
National Chairman, UJA, Representing JDC 

PRESIDING 

REPORTS 

ARYEH L. PINCUS CHARLES JORDAN 
Treasurer, Jewish Agency for Israel Overseas Director-General, JDC 




