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Strategy of Survival 
Jews have alwa uffered mo t 1n time of uphca al, 
like tho e of toda , and their al ation depend on 
clo ing ranks, trengthcning defen e mutual h Ip 

B , DR. ABBA HILLEL IL VER 

Dr. Abba Hillel ih·er, the venerable 
Rabbi of The Temple, in Cle\·eland 
ha long been one of American Jewry' 
out tanding leader . Thi article is ba_ed 
on an addre he delivered in \\'a. hinJ:(­
ton, D. C., at a B nai B'rith banquet in 
honor of Loui C. ro bcr!! , local 
community leader.-Editor. 

W hat is new in the world recently? 
Certainly not the f eudincr around 

Lao . or Berlin, the ongo. or uba. or 
the trif e in Algeria or Tuni ia, or the 
harangues of Khru hchev and the counter­
bla t of We tern diplomat . The e were 
the headlines. But they will appear 
. trange to reader a generation hence, or 
even a decade. 

What is really new? 11 that wa re­
vealed and achieved which heretofore 
wa unknown and unachieved-that i 
new! 11 door to knowledge which were 
unlocked, all di coverie in the field of 
the ciences, all that advanced man on 
hi eternal pilgrimage, all that made life 
more ju t and noble. and added to the 
happine of people. All the victorie_ won 
by mind and spirit over darkne and 
ignorance-that is new. 

Man orbiting around the earth. c1en­
ti t probing the my terie of outer pace. 
or through re earch in medical labora­
torie learning how to alleviate human 
. uffering and prolong life. all new ource 
of energy which were made available. 
all that wa added to man' power and 
ecurity-t/zat i new. Whatever belong 

to the rewarding ta k of mankind -
the work of teacher . arti t . painter . 
culptor , poet . mu ician . the true word 

fearle sly poken. the example of acri­
fice and valor in behalf of the freedom 
of men, nations and race -these are the 
new thing . 

At the opening of John Hopkin ni-
ver ity in 1876. the eminent scienti t. 
Thomas Huxley. declared: "I cannot ay 
that I am in the lighte t degree im­
pre ed by your bigne (i.e .. the bigne 
of America). or your material resource . 
a uch. ize i not grandeur. The great 
i sue about which hang a true ublimity 
is-what are you going to do with all 
the e things? What is the end to which 
the e are to be the mean ?" 

If this is the true criterion of national 
reatne s - the end. the goal - then 

e\·erything that a nation doe to fo ler 
cience and education. to increa e the 

opportunitie of young people to receive 
a better education, everything that i done 
to improve the health of people, to pro­
\·ide more adequat hou. ing, to make 
employment more ccure . and to care 
more fully for the unemployed. to pro­
vide care and ecurity for the aged, and 
to combat bi otry and di crimination , to 
promote brotherhood and cooperation 
among people - all that i really new 
and brings us nearer to the true goal. 

We do not peak much today of hu­
manity. We peak of nation , cla. es. 
race , regional intere t . and regional de­
f en. e .. Ea t and We t. Our international 
vocahularv i rich in term which - ug­
ge t competitive . egment of humanity· 
it i rather poor in term ugge ting man­
kind and the ba ic unity of the human 
family. 

I am therefore proud that the B'nai 
B 'rith. of which I have been a member 
for nearlv half a centur '· ha had . ince 
it inception, a clear vi ion of what true 
ch·ilization involve.. and ha teaclily, 
throu 11h the year . . devoted it. elf to tho e 
ta k which enrich . . weeten . and advance 
the life of ocietv. In love and compa ion 
it ha!- . erved th; aged and the orphan. It 
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ha . brought the ethical me age and in­
~piration of our anci nl faith lo the young 
men and women on our college and uni­
,. r ity campu e . It ha fought bigotry 
and racial and religiou • intolerance. 
Through many way it ha reached out 
for human brotherhood. and ha at all 
time ought to build bridges of mutual 
under landing and communication be­
tween men. 

It i thi vi ion . too , which give lu. tre 
and promi. e to the new-born tate of 
I rael , which the B'nai B'rith helped 
bring into exi tence. ,ve are all proud 
of the achievement. of the young tale . 
It ha given our people a en e of unity 
hitherto unkno,, n. \\ e have become mor 
fully aware of our strong bond of peo­
plehood. \\ e have gratefully recli covered 
the pride of our heritage and de tiny. Our 
chilciren are fa ing their world with a 
new courage. a firmer faith , and a greater 
dignity. 

But while the hope of national re tora­
tion wa alway an integral oart of our 
people· · faith it wa never the whole of 
it. \\'hat ha o providentially tran pired 
in our day hould recharge our courage 
for the 11r at r ta ·k • which Ii ahead . 
For th 1Ic ianic hope of ur people 
ha · been r alized only in part. In it 
profounder and uni\·crsal _ en the e ·tab­
Ii . hment of the good society of universal 
justi ce. brotherhood and peace, the l\Ie · ­
·ianic hope of our peopl is far from 
ha\'ing b en con: ummated. Thi a yet 
unrealiz cl hope we mu. t continue to 
proclaim. certainly in thi . day when our 
proud ciYilization i: crawling underground 
into a,·e • and bomb ·helter . 

Th are dangerou and unpredictable 
time for all people.. u h violent time · 
are e, pecially dangerou for minority 
group . and e\·en more o for the J ewi h 
minority group. which hi torically ha 
uff red mo · t in l eriod of ocial. polit­

ical. or economic uphea,·al. Durin the 
pa, t year there wa a re urgence of anti­

emiti m - mo t hamele ly in rgen­
tina. hut al o in the free t countrie on 
earth. Britain and the nited late . The 
Algerian Jewi h community wa cattered 
in a ma. fli ht. and Ioroccan Jewry 
feel it elf un af and i mi rating. up­
pre ion of the right of the Jewi h peo­
ple in the o,·iet Union continue . 

In uch tim our only alvation. a a 
people. lie in clo in rank , in trength­
cning our defen e . in mutual helpfulne . 
We dare not relax our alertne . \\ dare 
not be tardv in ru bing aid . economic or 
political. to ·any hard-pre eel ector of our 
people anywhere. Thi ha been our trat­
CJ?Y of urvival in the pa t; it mu t con­
tinue to be o in the f utur . 




