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Strategy of Survival 
Jews have alwa s suffered most in times of upheaval, 
like those of toda ~ and their salvation depends on 
closing ranks, strengthening defenses, mutual help 

By DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sih·er, the \'enerable 
Rabbi of The Temple , in Clenland 
has long been one of American Jewry's 
outstanding leaders. This article is based 
on an address he delivered in Washin~­
ton, D. C., at a B'nai B'rith banquet in 
honor of Louis C. Gro beri;r, local 
community leader.-Editor. 

W hat is new in the world recently ? 
Certainly not the f eudin(T around 

Laos. or Berlin , the Congo, or Cuba. or 
the strife in Algeria or Tuni ia. or the 
harangues of Khrushchev and the counter­
bla ts of Western diplomats. These were 
the headlines. But they will appear 
. trange to readers a generation hence , or 
even a decade. 

What is really new? All that was re­
vealed and achieved which heretofore 
was unknown and unachieved-that is 
new! All doors to knowledge which were 
unlocked , all discoveries in the field of 
the sciences. all that advanced man on 
his eternal pilgrimage, all that made life 
more just and noble. and added to the 
happiness of people. All the victories won 
by mind and spirit over darkness and 
ignorance-that is new. 

Man orbiting around the earth. scien­
tists probing the my teries of outer pace. 
or through research in medical labora­
torie learning how to alleviate human 
uffering and prolong life . all new source 

of energy which were made available. 
all that was added to man's power and 
security-that i new. Whatever belong 
to the rewarding tasks of mankind -
the works of teachers. artists. painters. 
sculptors poets. mu icians. the true word 
fearlessly spoken. the examples of sacri­
fice and valor in behalf of the freedom 
of men, nations , and races-these are the 
new things. 

At the opening of Johns Hopkins Uni­
versity in 1876. the eminent scienti t. 
Thomas Huxley. declared : "I cannot say 
that I am in the slightest degree im­
pressed by your bigness (i.e .. the bigness 
of America). or your material resource . 
as such. Size is not grandeur. The great 
issue about which hangs a true sublimity 
is-what are you going to do with all 
these things? What is the end to which 
these are to be the means?" 

If this is the true criterion of national 
reatness - the end. the goal - then 

eYerything that a nation does to fo ter 
cience and education, to increase the 

opportunities of young people to receive 
a better education, everything that i done 
to improve the health of people, to pro­
\·ide more adequate hou ing, to make 
employment more secure . and to care 
more fully for the unemployed. to pro­
vide care and security for the aged. and 
to combat bigotry and di crimination, to 
promote brotherhood and cooperation 
among people - all that is really new 
and brings us nearer to the true goal. 

We do not speak much today of hu­
manity. \\ e speak of nations , classes. 
race , regional interests . and regional de­
f en e . Ea t and \\ e t. Our international 
vocabulary is rich in terms which -ug­
gest competitive segments of humanity; 
it is rather poor in terms suggesting man­
kind and the basic unity of the human 
family. 

I am therefore proud that the B'nai 
B'rith. of which I have been a member 
for nearly half a century. has had. since 
its inception. a clear vision of what true 
ciYilization involves. and has steadily. 
through the year . devoted itself to tho e 
tasks which enrich. weeten. and advance 
the life of societv. In love and compassion 
it has se rved th; aged and the orphan. It 
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ha brought the ethical me age and in­
spiration of our ancient faith to the young 
men and women on our college and uni­
\'er ity campuse . It ha fought bigotry 
and racial and religious intolerance. 
Throurrh many way it has reached out 
for human brotherhood, and has at all 
time sought to build bridges of mutual 
under tanding and communication be­
tween men. 

It is this vi ion, too, which gives lu tre 
and promi e to the new-born tate of 
I srael which the B'nai B'rith helped 
bring ' into exi tence. \Ve are all proud 
of the achievement of the young tate . 
It ha given our people a ense of unity 
hitherto unknown. \Ve have become more 
fully aware of our strong bond of peo­
plehood. We have gratefully rediscovered 
the pride of our heritage and destiny . Our 
chilciren are facing their world with a 
new courage. a firmer faith, and a greater 
dignity. 

But while the hope of national re tora­
tion was always an integral part of our 
people· faith, it was never the whole of 
it. \\"hat has so providentially tran pired 
in our day should recharge our courage 
for the 0 reater ta k which lie ahead. 
For the Me ianic hope of our people 
ha been realized only in part. In its 
profounder and uni,·e rsal ense the e tab­
IL hment of the good ociety of univer al 
ju~tice. brotherhood and peace, the Me -
ianic hope of our people i far from 

ha\·ing been con ummated. Thi a yet 
unrealized hope we mu. t continue to 
proclaim. certainly in thi day when our 
proud civilization i crawling underground 
into ca Ye · and bomb helter . 

These are dangerou and unpredictable 
time for all people . uch violent time 
are especially dangerou for minority 
group . and e\'en more o for the Jewish 
minority group. which hi torically ha 
uffered mo· t in period of ocial. polit­

ical. or economic uphea\'al. During the 
pa t year there was a re urgence of anti­

emiti m - mo t hameles ly in Argen­
tina. but also in the freest countries on 
earth. Britain and the nited tate . The 
Algerian Jewi h community wa cattered 
in a ma Aight. and Moroccan Jewry 
feel it elf un afe and i emigrating. up­
pre ion of the right of the Jewi h peo­
ple in the o\'iet Union continue . 

In such times our only alvation, as a 
people. lie in clo ing ranks, in trength­
ening our defen es. in mutual helpfulne . 
We dare not relax our alertne . We dare 
not be tardy in ru hing aid. economic or 
political. to any hard-pre ed ector of our 
people anywhere. Thi has been our strat­
egy of urvival in the pa t; it mu t con­
tinue to be o in the future . 




