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OR. A, A HILLEL SIL ER 

JEWISH WELF E F !NO APPEAL • Wednesday, May 2, 1962 

Whenever I attend campai~n functions such , s t1is one thta eveni , I am 

moved to marvel at certain qualities in our peo le's ch ract r w lch thee occ si cn 

reveal. I h ve lived ad worked among Jews, as you ma el i ngtne, for at ng 

tt e. I have seen th mat close ran~e, oth tn t11Jfti and on dre~s pnrade. 

here were times when they baff 1 ed and troubled me. There were occasions 

when I found e f ent rtai n!n ~e unplea~ant t , ua t s abo1t t em, which, 

f r rtun. tely, I qui~ l discarded . r no 1ne c n rve t~ people who oe not 

love t em ev n in their imperfections. 

11t my c nftdence and pride~lwa s r newed when t s aw t em eni1 ed 

in so .es ch ct of v.roup co asst non lova .y . tis Jewish lf re F nd 

ca .pa l n illustrates. n-.cse cs c 

people's ch racter. 

Id to s vc .,' prr-ctous quality in our 

For this outpouring of solicttu e and generosity for fellow-Jews the world 

over on wh t y u mi"ht c 11 an e rgency basts has heen going on for m>re th n 

half a century. The American Jewish Joint Diatrihutinn Committee-• t e J.n.c. -

was fo•nded in 1914, on the eve of the First ~orld var. Every year since that 

time, the Jews of Am rica have mr.1r halled their resources, and re ponstbly have 

met t , e esperate need of their fellow-Jews wherever and whenever they occured. 

'11,eir givin was ot in then t re of a one-time resp nAe t fl odor earth-

quake diaa~ter, hut a planned and c r,nttnutng program of assistance to fellow.Jew• 

who found themselv • tn dread and continuous crisis. It was prompted by a deep 

sen e of group lo alty and solidarity. th ng like it has ever hap ened in the 

history of peo les b fore. It 1 unique nd tt ts magnificent. 
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But even prior to the year 1914, a ye ar which ush red int e most violent 

and disastrous half-century in nir hi tory, American Jews had organized extensive 

aid for the i igr nt Jew• fr ,m t e Id World who were coming to America tan 

averse rate of one hundred and fifty thousan i a yc<r, seekin a new life and a new 

hope. P.y 1914 more than a million and a half had come to theses ore•• most oft em 

penniless. They n eded every ind of assistance, practically every form of asststa ce 

w le t', J ish lnmlgran of today,who are seeking new ho ea in Israel or elsewhere, 

require. These imlligrants to the Uni ed States soon outnum creel the older aettl d 

Je d eir n e<l for rcllc! an inte.,r tin placed a heavy urden upon 

the ol er settlers, hut t e assumed t',cm ra rlt y an as n trer of course. 

He rew immigrant aid soc1 tics ~ere OY~anlzed -- ~ettlements, English clas~es, 

relief a encics, technical sch ols, hospitals, orohanages, resettlement pro rams, 

such as ~n lveston ad ~oo ne. t of thc8 effort our community-wide and, later, 

urn t· n- i e fede ati n , ~ icvolv • 

The c ildren and randchil reno those tmmi rants are today the leaders, 

worke s an d nor- in the various welfare fund campaigns of our own day. Thus the 

chain of benevolence remains un roken; the invi~l le chord which bind generation 

to generation a i des un-severed. 

This prompt am continuing response on he part of erican Jes to the 

needs of fellow-Jews o er a period f more th n tlree-quarters of a century, ls 

wh at fills me 1 h dmiratl n. And it la all so voluntary. No compulsi )n, no one 

had t e nuthortty o impose t xes. The on y dictation came from the hearts of 

men am women who appreciated the prlvile e f being needed and who were aware of 

their hist• rlc responsibility. Again, the v luntary giving of thou ht, service 

and u stance was a mas enterprise. It w snot the exclu lve project of a few 
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we lthv phllnnthroptsts. The ca pat ns have been almost In then ture of nati onal 

ple isclte. The ancient anctuary of our people tn the tl 'ernes was al so uilt 

out of the ree-wtll or fertn.s of every n nd om n am n the people hose 

heart was will in. It ts an ancient tra i tt ,n m n or people but I mAl"Ve l th t 

it still evidences Itself on so 1 re a sc le nd o late in our hi9tory, when 

ao many alien forces h d whittled away t so many f t he noble tradltlon a ng 

a y c r go, th m1nent En2lt h o t a n d it r ary crltlc, Mat~hew 

Arn, ld, decl red: 

" s Ion~ a the world 1 t, al who want to make progress in righteouanesa 

wi l 1 c me t Isr"el f or lnqnir ti n As to th p onle w,,o ha e had th s _n e f r 

ri ('t ten . n qs t , lo in~ nd stron~." 

t e, rd C'YTl~ssston. 

I h d occasi on, several mont 9 ~o, t o e th my own eyes this extra-

ord inary s n~e of j~winh c ~mpa 1 n t to~k. ~nor vacattnn tis ye r, our 

w nderin~ fe t took us t o oreoco. 

its prtnclp~l cttt ~s of Casa lanca , 

e spent ome thre weeks t ere visitin 

I 
a at , Sale , Marrakech , Fez an Tan ter . 

~etng a Ra bi, an th rP ore nn a us r n•s ho Ida •, I w s B eclalty interested 

int Je tsh C01111Ltnttte of Morocco nd tn th tr hi tory. There are ome one 

hu dred and ~ixty t ousand Jew• iv nv. 1 n TOCCO oda • ., . There h d een, until 

r cently, some three hundred nd ftft t ou and. rly two hund ed tho sand 

ha e left for other countries - - France, South ~rlca , Ca1ada, and e pecla ly 

Jsrae1 . M ny mo~e wish to le ve . 

Jews h ve ltv din . rocco since bef )re the Conman Era, before It became 

a oman province . ave record th t some of then tlve trlb s of Morocco, 

k own as er era , were c nvert d to Jud lsm. ny Rer er tries bear unml -

ta ble tr cea oft elr JewtAh rtgtn. In the seventh century , the Arabs 
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invaded rocco in their imperial sweep across North Afric. 

By and large, the Moroccan Jews ot along pr tty well with their Arab 

ruler•. They engaged in agriculture, trade and commerce. Some of them held 

important posts in government. In the tenth nnd leventh centuries, roccan 

Jewry produced scholars of n te, such as th foremost Talmudist of hls day, 

Isaac Alfasi nd pioneer Hebrew rattll\8rians and philologi ts. sea imontdea 

lived in Fez fr five years. Morocco was one of the important center~ f Jewi h 

life int e early :t dle Age. 

A d i trous c n e int e fortunes of Yoccan Je~s came in the mfddle 

o f t , 1 th centu l n the ultr -orthodox and f tlcal d na tv of Almohades 

came to pot-:er. he , lmohad s gave hoth Jews an Chri tin t e ( esperate choice 

of e hrac1 I 1 m or leavin t e c untry. ~n Jew fl d to Spa n and E /pt. 

0th r . embr ced I la, though thy c ntinu Judaism in secret. 

ro en • e tl irt enth century, the hen the po~er o~ ' lmohades wa 

position ~ the Je-w who returned to rocco and th e w o in 1 ter centuries 

joined them in 4nrge numbers as refug••• from Spanish persecutions of 1391, 

and as exil s from Spain in 1492, an fr m rtugal in 1497, did not improve 

very much. Moroccan Jewry never r covered from the crus ing blows of the Almohades. 

patt rn of ersecutlc,n nd degradation had been set which future generationa 

of rahs wer to follow. nder succeeding dynastte, their position was always 

ubj ct t the whim of the rulers, their d manda and extortt ns, and subject 

al. o t > tht: corn and contempt f the populace. They were reduced to the mo~t 

meni 1 occupations and were forced to live exclusively in the Mellah. Fre

quently they w re attacked, robbed and massacred. 
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Thls condition continued with only slight amendment throughout 

the seventeenth, eiRhteenth, and nineteenth centuries. 

An attempt was ma e in the middle of the nineteenth century to 

improve their conditi ~n. In 1883, Sir sea Montefiore, up rted by the 

~rttish ~ov ~rrnent, went to Morocco and asked of the SultAn tha t the Jew 

shon1 d he protected, that no person should ~olest them, and th t they 

sh u d njoy the same privileges as allot r subjects. ntefiore was 

successful. In 1S84, an edict was bliahed rantin equal rt hts to the 

Jews. The local magistrates, however, lgn red these edicts and all similar 

ones w tch followed. A defihtte improvement took place when the French 

occupied Morocco in 1912. T Jews were confirmed tn their full civil 

rt hts. Rut six year ago, the French withdrew. Morocco is today a sovereign 

Moslem state. '11le Jews are a ln apprehensiv. The rising tide of nationalism 

among the slem populati n and the efforts of the overnment to A~ablze all 

Jewish ac ools have added to their sense of insecurity. Emigration, 

eapeclally to Israel, ls prohlblted. Fortunately the prohibition ls not 

uniformly enforced. 

The conomic condition of the Jews of 0 rocco, except for a very 

m 11 upper class, ts appalling. The majority live ln unspeakable sqtalor. 

They e e out a livelihood in the humblest of occupations. Manv oft em h. ve 

no ~cupattona at 11 but live on be ging and charity. 

A hundred years ago, the lltance Israelite Univeraelle was founded 

by French Jews to Improve t e p litlcal position and to nrovlde educati nal 

opport 1nitte to backward Jewish comrruntttea tn the word. It Interested 

lt elf• pectally ln the Jew of rocco. It founded tee the first chool 
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for Jewish children in 1862. Since then, it ha established seventy-five 

such schools where some thtrtv t ou and Jewt h children receive ft secular, -
a w 11 a a Jewish educnt1on. Other Jewish orga izat'ons ~ve stabltshed 

schools for Jewish boys and iris, the Ozar H torah, an or nizatton evoted 

to the promotion of r llgtous and secular education ln the idle E ~tad 

North frtca, and the Lu avltcher Schools founded by a Has tdtc sect with 

headquarters in Brooklyn, which conducts a program of reltgt u education 

in North Africa and elsewhere. Over twenty modern kindergartens, expertly 

su ervtsed and attended by ne rly four thousand children, are in operati n. 

The o.s .. , a health ervtce, has est hltsh d clinics and dtspensart sand 

ts carrying on a remarkable health progr m among Moroccan Jew for children 

as well as adults. It 1 bringin to these people, among wh m disease ls 

prevalent and epidemics frequent, health rid new concept• of hygiene and 

cleanliness. The Ort, an organizatt n for r habtlttatton throu h the traintn 

of youth in u eful trades and occupations, ha four t ou~and y~ung people en• 

rolled tn its c uraes. 

All of the• ital tnstltutt ns which constitute the one rt~ht pot 

in an ot erwtse very bleak and somber picture -- many of these instttutiona 

I pew onally vi tted am observed their work -- are supported by th American 

J int Dtstrt tton Conrnt tee, that ts to say, y the en .rostty of Americ n 

Jew, that t to s , th contrt utl ns w ich you make annu lly throuoh the 

United Jewish Appeal. I cud see with mine own eyes the end re ults of 

your gtvtng. 
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Every Jewish child in Morocco, except those who come from self-sustaining 

homes, receives in all th~•• schools breakfast, a hot meal at non which is 

carefully planned by dietitians, and a snack in the afterno n, h fore returning 

h me. I was amazed w,en I was told tat t ·e tot 1 cost for food per c 11d was 

$1.60 month . .• Aw ole enerati n of Moroccan children l thus bein saved from 

un,er, beggary nd hopelessness by fellow-Jews in other lands who care, who 

he •e not orgotten the ancient Jewish co e ( 

any • mg Jews arc leavi n, orocco. h y do not believe that there is any 

futur f ,1r l. cm there. k 11y bu • e s-men h.ve eft or wou1d tke to le ve. 

4a t 1,,,r,.,c an Jews w,>uld t·ke t ,o tJ Ir el. Mor.:>cc, is a me er of the 

th t, the Jew suspect, doe not bo e we 11 for t m. n 

) . 

orocco, riots broke ut aga\nst 

the Jew • 

here al"'C . ny J i h co hitie ike to f 1orocco in the far-flun~ 

r b ia pora nd elsewhere, which h ve r celv v :1ur he J p. " s rom the 

rel 
~• :) ~er u on the parched ra s". Th re are other s1ch C<Xm'lllnltiea 

which 11 ·e today in con tant fear and t nsi~ , not n wing wh · t tomorrow wi 11 

ring forth. 

In lgerla there are tod y s me ninety-flv to and Jews. A few years 

ago, there were a me one hundred forty t ousand . Forty-flve thousand have 

alr dy 1 ft fo~ Franc, Israel and other land a a esult of the terror, 

trife and bloodshed which have continued for ome ye rs between the Al erlan 

Fr nch, and th Algerian Arabs, and the o .. s. The Armi tice which has been 

rec ntly est bli. h d, h ~ s yet rouP,ht no peace t o th t ravaged land nd 



certainly not to the Jews of Al erta who have been hara.aed by terrorist 

on both s i ea. T e Jews n fe 1 t emselv s to b on the edge storms. 

1th 1 eris• a overei n Ar h tate• the trend, they suspect, will b to 

rabtze the country pol1ttcally and conomtcall • and th at, 1n spite of all 

gua antee • the Jew will u~f r discrimination. 

Let us bear in mind that th se are dangerous. eruptive and un• 

pr dicta 1 ti s or all peopl ~. Pa aions are runninR ht h; hates nd fe ra 

are stirred up and prejudice h v pt"OVed to fo ida 1 weapons in the hands 

of un crupulou po ltlcal ventur r and overnments. T ere are to W 0 

are etermin d to st p t notht 

for tnorlty r up•• and ev n 

• Such violent tim s are specially dan rous 

re o for h Jewi h minority roup which 

historically ha• u f f rd mot tn perto s of ocl 1, political or c nomic 

upheaval. eca , et ey are everywhere, they re alway in the cen er of world 

event• and as t e abbls said• tn c nti n the fate of Jews t such ti a, 

wen the tone fall• upon th pot• the pot ts broken. and when th pot falla 

upon tle ton•• it ls the pot w ich ag in ls broken. -
In such tim -- and tee are such time -• our only salvation lies 

in solidarity, in clo tnq rank• ln strengthenln our defences, in nutual help-

fulnes. dare not relax or lertness. e d rent bet rdy ln ru hing 

aid, econ mlc or political• to any h rd-pr seeds ctor of our peopl anywhere. 

emu t re- nforce ev ry waken d or threatened rt of our far-flung line. 

Tht ha been our trat RY of survival in th pa!;t. It mugt continue to be so 

in the fut re. w o • remote horizons no one c n glimp • 

Most Jew vho a~ today abandoning land• o lntolera le c ndltl na 

an of d rk pt"OSP cts, re ound for I reel. In the la~t f urteen year -- and 
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next Wednesday The State of I rael will celebrate it fourteenth nnlve sary -

they ng tate has welc med over a mlllton innlgran s fr ma 1 parts of the world. 

Al r,e nu~ r -- l ~rger thAn was antlctp tcd -- wtll come this year. Israel, 

w.tc ts a mall ata'"e, and not very affluent, l exerting It elf to the utmost 

to absorb these new-comers, most oft em penniless, many oft em without any 

technical skill or vocation, s me aged and infirm, to rebuild t tr live 

and lnteq,.~te t em into the economy of the new pioneer country. rom a11 accounts, 

gn 1 C ~ ble ~n~ heroic job 1s ~eln ccomptl hed by the v in~ state tn 

i.. P.nl")T"T',...,tc; r>"'" l -=? tt-h 'itch _f,t 1.m!tt~T'at1.nn h s tnxed tt, thanl~~ 

t. th •~aP.tn tt • rledtcatlon An nter rte fits l d s. 

tn t e o t ou~te n ye rs, r~~ae has ccomnlis ed so much, incredibly 

n r.,uch. v it~ fa thful lleP-i~nce to the Free orld, he developem nt of ita 

educ-ci01 l •ste nnrt tts tnst\tu t n of 1 rnin~, its advanced social 

le~tsl? ton, the id~ le~ It n s ~xterided to le• d veloped nations of Africa, 

• <l J\Si • and the maintenanc of pace, tn the ce of bo cott, blockade nnd 

e c ontrlvanc~ of its un-rcconctled net~hhora, lt has re ealed to the world 

t e grou d .. tone of its c sen ay of 'ife, its fundamental pur ose and dominant 

lnteres . s a n tion. All t ts ls in c,.xnplete accord with the ancient and 

no le tradttt f ur p o le. 1'hl~ 1 what ma es us rejoice today as I r.ael 

comDlete its for een prolo 1e years of testl and probation, even more 

than it x ~aordinary m terial pro res 

• 1ery on ho h had h nd in helpi 

h,t it haA d ne for the lmnigrants. 

to hrin I~ el into ein ad 

in ist\ in its rowth -- as you h ~ve assisted thro1~h the Jewi lfare 

F1hd - - ay f~el roud and deeply r tified . 
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~ut Isra 1 nows that Its historic ta kl far fro 

know th tour task ts far fr m etn over . 

in over -- and w 

The days to come wt 1 mk even re ter d da upon our loyalty and 

persev ranee , on Israel's part and on urs, than ever before . Iar el will n t 

be able to scap the political tenai n and pres urea of the world of w ich 

it is part. Grave, u olved probl - · int rnal and external -• still 

remain . an er lurks up n Its borders . 

1h ·re 1 , c ork t 11 to >e dcne. Isr el rr:u t e de tr n, , trong 

ec u l o withstand pre sur s, str<,ng . J ~h to cf ~, i... rl, t , t r ong 

en u~h to fulfi 1 it destiny. 

Wear privi l ged g n rat· o n n th t ,, ar t e c osen tools in h 

hand o ,. Him w o declar d: 

" I w i 1 r tor th ortune of pe I l ~ Is ae 1 . 

nd thy ah 1 rebuild the ruined ct ies and inha it them; 

1' ey hall plant vineyard and drink t etr wine nd they sh 1 

make ardens and eat t eir fruit . 

I wtll pl nt them upon thei r land , and t e h 11 never . tn 

be pluck d up out of the 1 nd wl~ ich I • av lv n t em." 

s st e d, our ~<>rl . 
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