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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
New York City - April 20, 1963 

I RECALL A DAY MANY YEARS AGO, WHEN I ADDRESSED A MEETING 

ON A VERY CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT. MY FATHER, OF BLESSED MEMORY, 

WAS IN THE AUDIENCE. ON OUR WAY HOME I AS ED HIM HO HE LIKED 

MY SPE Cf. . HE THOUGHT TIIAT IT WAS VERY GOOD, BUT HE SAID: 

"A GOOD SPEECH AT TIIE WRONG TI 

AT ALL AT THE RIGHT Tl1'1E . I f 

IS NOT AS GOOD AS NO SPEECH 

I BELI~VE TH T FOR E TO IGHT IS THE RIGHT TI ri:E FOR NO 

SPEECH AT ALL. 

FOR WHAT COULD I SAY IN RESPONSE TO SUCH WARM AND GENEROUS 

FRAISE? TO .. A y THA W 

UNGRACIOUS; TO TE 

BE MOST INDELICA T 

A NEEDLESS WORK OF SUPEREROG TION. 

FOR E BETTER THA I CA . 

D IK THEM, WOULD 

YSELF WOULD BE 

OTHER PEO LE CAN DO THAT 

SOMEONE ONCE SAID THAT A ITTL ◄ FLATTE Y DOES NOT HARM A 

MAN, PROVIDED HE DOES OT INHA T. I F ID TH TI HAVE BEEN 

INHALING MU CH OF W T BEEN ~ ID THIS E VE NING. IT T STES SO 

GOOD, LIKE A CIGARETTE SHOULD ... 

I AM HONORED TO BE THE RECIPIENT OF THE BRANDEIS AWARD. 

JUSTICE BRANDEIS' NAME WILL FOREVER BE ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

RISE TO PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE OF AMERICAN ZIONISM. HE Mf\!f O!Jt,V ·-. 

BROUGHT THE AUTHORITY OF A GREAT NAME TO OUR MOVEMENT~ 
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TO REFUTE EFFECTIVELY THOSE WHO SOUGHT TO BRAND IT AS UN­

AMERICA . HIS APPROACH TO ZIONISM , HE HIMSELF DECLARED, WAS 

THROUGH AMERICANSM .. HIS PROUD JEWISH LOYALTY, HIS STATESMAN­

SHIP AND THE SPIRITUAL QU LITIES OF HIS LIFE INSPIRED A GENERATION 

OF AMERlCAN JEWS AND PROMPTED MANY TO JOIN OUR RANKS. HE WAS 

AN IDEALIST WHO UNDERSTOOD ALSO WHAT HE CALLED 11 THE POLITICS 

OF ACTION". 

WE CELEBRATE TONIGHT THE FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THE OCCASION BRINGS BACK 

MANY MORIES TO ME, E PECIALLY OF THE DAYS OF STRUGGLE WHICH 

PRECEDED THE PROCLAMATIO OF HE STATE, DAYS WHICH SHO LD BE 

REME BERED FOR THEY . I SHOULD LIKE TO PEAK 

INCE THE AMERICA 

OR UPON EIS THE DIRECT 

SUCCESSOR OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL WHICH CARRIED 

ON THE HISTORIC UGGLE DURING THESE CRITICAL YE RS. 

1 SHALL NOT DWELL LONG TlilS EVENING ON WHAT THE STATE HAS 

ACHIEVED SINCE ITS ESTABLISH ENT OR WHAT IT HAS MEANT TO OUR 

PEOPLE THE WORLD OVER. THE RECORD IS CLEAR, AND HE WHO RUNS 

MAY READ IT. 

WHAT TOOK PLACE FIFTEEN YEARS AGO MARKED A DECISIVE TURNING 

POINT IN JEWISH HISTORY -- A BREAKTHROUGH -- THE TRE E DOUS 

CONSEQUENCES OF WHICH ONLY THE FUTURE WILL FULLY REVEAL. BUT 

IT IS CLEAR, EVEN NOW , THAT A NEW DAY HAS BEGUN FOR OUR PEOPLE. 

THE GALUT HAS CO E TO AN E D AND WITH IT UCH OF THE PIRITUAL 
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AND PSYCHIC EVILS WHICH ATTENDED IT. AN INNER REVOLUTION HAS 

TAKEN PLACE IN THE LIVES OF OUR PEOPLE EVERY \THERE -- A NEW 

OUTLOOK, NEW ATTITUDES, A RE-DISCOVERED DIGNITY, A RE-BORN 

PRIDE. 

THESE FIFTEEN YEARS HAVE BEEN TREMENDOUS YEARS FOR 

OUR PEOPLE IN ISRAEL, GLORIOUS IN ~ANNING, GLORIOUS I ACHIEVE­

MENT, GLORIOUS IN DEFENSE. NO AGE IN JEWISH HISTORY IS UITE 

COMPARABLE TO IT. SO Y FEARS HAVE BEE PROVED GROUND-LESS, 

SO MANY HOPES HAVE BEENE '"GEE ED, SO MANY M YTHS H VE BEEN 

EXPLODED. WRHS 
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TIIESE FIFTEEN YEARS HAVE BEEN YEARS OF TESTING. WE HAD 

WRESTED FROM A RELUCTANT WORLD THE RIGHT TO BECOME ONCE 

AGAIN A FREE AND SOVEREIGN PEOPLE IN ITS OWN(\HOME. NOW IT WAS 
w'he:\~ €r \JJ(t ? 0 $.~~ <;. sr c:},..__ ~ (Z 

UP TO US TO DEMONSTRATE/\OIIS ENDOW ENTS FOR THE NEW ROLE IN 

WHICH WE WERE NOW CAST. THE WORLD AND WE, OURSELVES, WAITED 

TO SEE WHETHER THE JEWISH PEOPLE POSSESSED THE CAPACITY, THE 

COURAGE, THE PERSEVERANCE WHICH ARE REQUISITE FOR THE BUILDING 

OF A STA TE. THROUGH THESE FIFTEEN YEARS, THE ORLD AND WE, 

OURSELVES, WITNESSED WITH MOUNTING WONDER AND ADMIRATION THE 

UNFOLDING DRAMA OF A PEOPLE 

RECONSTRUCTION SUCHT Kl 

DURING THESE L 

TAKING WAY, ON LAND, ON SBA: AND ~N 

ERING AND OF A NATIONAL 

DOM, IF EVER, WITNESSED. 

, AND IN A BREA TH-

AIR, IN CITY , TOWN AND 

VILLAGE, IN SWAMP AND WILDERNESS, IN SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES, 

IN SOCIAL SERVICES, IN TI-IE REVIVAL OF A LANGUAGE AND A LITERATURE. 

ISRAEL ALSO MADE GOOD ON THE BATTLE-FIELD, TO THE AMAZAMENT 

OF ITS FRIENDS AND THE CONFOUNDING OF ITS ENEMIES. 

THE YOUNG STATE, BY ITS FAITHFUL ALLEGIANCE TO THE FREE 

WORLD, THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND ITS 

INSTITUTIONS OF IDGHER LEARNING, ITS ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, 

THE AID WHICH IT HAS EXTENDED TO THE EMERGENT STATES OF AFRICA 

AND ASIA , HAS REVEALED TO THE WORLD THE GROUND-TONE OF ITS 

CHOSEN WAY OF LIFE, ITS FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES AND DOMINANT 

INTERESTS AS A NATION. ALL THIS HAS FILLED US WITH INESTIMABLE 

PRIDE. IT HAS BEEN FOR us A RAdGIFT TfMl THE GOLD WHICH WE 
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HA VE GIVEN TO MAKE ITS FOUNDA TIO S STRONG. 

BUT TlllS EVENING I SHOULD LIKE TO RECALL T EVENTS WHICH 

LED UP TO THE ESTABLISH T OF THE STATE, FRO THE TIME THAT IT 

BECAME CLEAR THAT GREAT BRITAIN OULD NEVER CO SENT TO A 

JEWISH STATE IN PALESTINE , THAT IT WAS O LONGE POSSIB E TO 

PUT OUR TRUST IN A GOVERNMENT WI-llCH FOR Y ARS O ~ND HAD :BEEN 

UN ILLING O UNABLE TO CA YO T THE CLEAR I TENT OF THE MANDATE 

UNDER WlllCH IT GOVERNED THE COU TRY, THAT IT WAS HOPEL SS TO 

CO TINUE ON THAT WEARY , UNAVAILING DIPLO ATIC TREAD-MILL AND 

THAT THE PO ITICA B T E-GROUND HAD DEFI ITE Y SHIF D FRO 

LOND TO WASIIl GTON A .. D J.,A 

IT BECA E CLE 

ANDI 

Z O ~_:._ ....... ,,,,,_,~:~:.::-MERICA TH T THE LARGE 

ISH ~...... Y WOULD NOW HAVE TO 

ASSUME THE AJOR T CO DUCT OF OUR MOVE-

ENT, THAT IT OULD HAVE TO BE ALERTED A D OBILIZED FOR THE 

CULMINATING POLITICAL EFFORT NOW THAT THE END OFT E W S WAS 

APPRO CHING. IF WE ILED NOW , THE THE BATTLE WOU B LOST --

AND HO KNO S FOR HOW LO G? 

WE PROCEEDED TO WO ON THREE FU DA ENTAL PRE ISES. 

FIRST, THAT U CAUSE AS JU T , I CONTESTABLY J ST AND O AL. 

WE COULD, THEREFORE, TELL OUR STORY FRAN LY AND HOPEFULLY 

TO ALL MEN OF GO D WILL I OUR COUNTRY -- REGA E S OF C SS , 

POLITICA RTY OR RELIGIO FFI I TION. W COULD APPEAL TO 
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THEIR SE SE OF JUSTICE AND THEIR HUMANITY. IT SHO~ D NOT BE 

TOO DIFFICULT TO TELL OUR STORY TO THE AMERICA PEOPLE AT A 

TI E WHEN AMERICA- WAS WAGING A WAR IN BEHALF OF HU AN RIGHTS 

AGAI ST THE VERY NAZIS WHO WERE SEEKI G TO EXTERJ..iINATE OUR 

PEOPLE AND WERE DRIVING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF THEM OUT 

UPON THE BROKEN HIGHWAYS OF WANDERING AND HO ELESSNESS. IT 

WAS CLEAR THAT WE MUST FIRST IN THE ACTIVE SUPPORT AND SY -

PATHY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR OUR CAUSE. IF WE COULD 

PERSUADE THE AMERICA PEOPLE OF THE JUSTICE OF OUR CLAIM, WE 
( ' \,}~ 

COULD THEN lE RSUADE THE AfiEl!.RtQAN GOVERNMENT WHERE WE WERE 

CONFRONTED WITH A STATE DEPART.ME CH HARBORED A HARD 
T 

CORE OF ANTI-ZIONIST OFFICIAI!,S, A_,...:....=--~=--=--=e.-==--=-'l P ESID T VHOSE 
Q o n t, n u o <> > \ y 

ATTITUDE REMAINED.sHROUDED IN A -.... ~T.,.... 

1
TRA LE CHARM. 1N OUR 

//\ :\- ::,, -~"'1)-"/ 
~t"r/ 

STRUGGL E MUST FIRST WIN OVER THE A ERICAN PEOPLE. t,- ITS 
s \, ~ 

VOICE/E HEARD. THIS IS THE DEMOCllATIC PROCESS BY lllCH A 
o.\ ~Cl._'\ s 

FREE PEOPLE~PERATES. AND IT AS LEAR, TOO, THAT THE VCIC~ 

OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE DECISIVE AFTER THE WAR. 

THE SECOND PREMISE UPON WHICH WE PROCEEDED WAS THAT IT WAS 

EITHER NOW OR NEVER. THE HOUR OF DECISION WAS RAPIDLY APPROACHING. 

WE HAD REACHED TIIE CRITICAL CROSS-ROADS IN OUR HISTORY AS A 

PEOPLE. WE, THEREFORE, HAD TO THROW IN EVERYTHING WE HAD, 

ALL OUR POWER, ALL OUR RESERVES. Tms WAS TO BE TIIE CRUCIAL 

BATTLE. THERE WAS NOTHING TO LaiE NOW BUT OUR ILLUSIONS. HITLER 

WAS BRUTALLY AND SYSTEMATICALLY DESTROYING EUROPEAN JEWRY. 
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ENGLAND WAS WAGING WAR UPON OUR DEFENSELESS REFUGEES WHO 

"~'~ WERE BEING TURNED AWAY FROM THE~HORES OF PALESTINE TO PERISH 

IN THE STRUMAS, OR TO LANGUISH ON THE "EXODUSES''. IN THIS CHAOS 

OF TERROR AND INHUMANITY, OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND GAS 

CHAMBERS, THERE WAS BUT ONE HOPE LEFT FOR OUR DISTRAUGHT +-
. ""' v S 

PEOPLE - - AND THAT WAS AN OPEN DOOR TO PALESTINE WHICH w:eut.rJ" 

BECOME THE FREE AND INDEPENDENT HOMELAND FOR OUR PEOPLE, FOR 

NOW , FOR TOMORROW , FOR ALL THE DAYS TO COME. AN ELEMENT OF 

IMMEDIACY AND OF DRIVING URGENCY MUST • THEREFORE, INFORM ALL 

OUR ACTIVITIES. WE SMIPLY MUST NOT LOSE THE IDSTORIC MOVEMENT. 

I 
AND THE Tl-llRD PREMISE11PON t:H1- ... ~ . .-, PROCEEDED WAS THAT 

_ ~ \ T1e-1i: 1, n· w: :u~-~~ 
THE AME RICAN JEWISH COMMUNIT Y\ H-A'~~l-'1-"''M~ AROUSED TO EXERT ITSELF 

ADMITTED INTO PALESTINE , BUT FOR A JEWISH STATE. THE ROOT OF 

OUR MILLENIAL TRAGEDY WAS OUR NAT O AL HOMELESSNESS. THERE 

IS BUT ONE SOLUTION FOR NATIONAL HOMELESSNESS. THAT IS A NATIONAL 

HOME. OUR PEOPLE MUST NOT BE DEFLECTED FROM THIS MAIN OB­

JECTIVE. IT MUST NOT CONSENT TO MAKE-SHIFT COMPROMISES UNDER 

THE SPURIOUS APPEAL NOT TO DIVIDE THE HOUSEHOLD OF ISRAEL OVER 

THE ISSUE OF A SOVEREIGN JEWISH STATE. 

THE MAJOR BATTLE OVER THIS ISSUE TOOK PLACE AT THE AMERICAN 

JEWISH CONFERENCE, wmcH MET IN THE SUMMER OF 1943. IT WAS THE 
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FIRST DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED BODY, WHICH IN ITS COMPOSITION 

REPRESENTED THE TOTALITY OF AMERICAN JEWRY --ZIONIST AND NON­

ZIONIS T LIKE. THE PRINCIPLE ISSUE AT TlilS CONFERENCE WAS 
;' 

WHE'IHER TO ADOPT OR REJECT A RESOLUTION FAVORING THE ESTABLISH-

MENT OF A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH IN PALESTINE. AFTER PROLONGED 

AND UNREPRESSED DEBATE, THE DELEGATES VOTED ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY --. \ 

IN FAVOR OF THE JEWISH COMMONWEALTH RESOLUTION. THERE WERE 

ONLY FOUR DISSENTING VOTES OUT OF A TOTAL OF MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED. 

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT COULD NOW SPEAK WITH AUTHORITY TO THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT IN THE NAME OF THE ENTIRE 

AMERICAN JEWISH COM UNITY. 
I 

TO WIN THE SUP O.RT OF THE A.A""' ... "'•~ ,,.,.,#,'"'" EOPLE AND GOVERNMENT, 
' 

THE AMERICAN ZION! ENCY • , WHICH :REPRESENTED ALL 
,J 

ZIONIST BODIES IN THE UNITED STA C5, THEN LAUNCHED A NATION-WIDE 

PUBLIC RELATIONS PROGRAM. ABLElAND DEDICATED MEN, SOME OF THEM 

EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED IN THEIR SEVE FIELDS, WERE QUICKLY 

MARSHALLED INTO SERVICE. HEADQUARTERS WERE ESTABLISHED IN 

NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON. EFFECTIVE UNITS WERE ORGANIZED IN 

EVERY PRINCIPLE CITY IN THE UNITED STATES. A SPECIAL CHRISTIAN 

PRO-PALESTINE COMMITTEE OF OUTSTANDING CHRISTIAN CLERGY 

AND LAYMEN WAS FORMED. A NATION-WIDE CAMPAIGN OF EDUCATION , 
THROUGH BOOKS, LECTURE S, MAGAZINES AND RADIO BROADCASTS WAS 

INAUGURATED. NUMEROUS CONFERENCES AND LI TERALLY THOUSANDS 

OF MEETINGS WERE HELD IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. MASS • 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND OPEN-AIR RALLIES ATTENDED BY TENS OF THOUSANDS 

OF PEOPLE WERE ADDRESSED BY LEADING AMERICAN PERSONALITIES. 
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IN A CRITICAL O ENT, A l\1ARCH OF THOUSANDS OF WAR VETERANS, 

JE ISH AND NON-JEWISH , CONVERGED ON WASlilNGTON. 

NUMEROUS LOCAL DELEGATIO S CONTACTED THEIR PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS, THEIR GOVERNORS, CONGRESSMEN AND SENA TORS. MANY 

STATE LEGISLATURES ERE INDUCED TO ADOPT PRO-PALESTINE RESO­

LUTIONS AND TO FORWARD THEM TO WASlilNGTON. WE KNOCKED AT 

EVERY DOOR -- THE CONVENTIONS OF BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH 

ERE MOVED TO INCLUDE A PRO-PALESTINE RESOLUTION IN THEIR 

P RTY PLATFORMS; THE HALLS OF CONGRESS WHERE A PRO-PALESTINE 

RESOLUTION WAS INTRODUCED AND FINALLY ADOPTED. WE KNOCKED ON 

THE DOORS OF THE S PAR ... v ......... ,..,,. F THE WHITE HOIB E . 
L 

WE ENLISTED TH A R OPLE IN EVERY WALK OF 

LIFE, AUT S, JOU D CLERGY -- PEOPLE WHO 
..__.. 

HERETOFORE HAD BEEN INDIFFERENT TO OUR CAUSE. WE SPENT ENDLESS 

HOURS WITH MINISTERS AND AMBASSADORS OF FOREIGN STATES WHO WERE 

MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AN ARRANGED FOR IMPORTANT 

CONTACTS TO BE MADE WITH THEIR GOVERNMENTS BACK HO E . 

IF WE FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN PERSUADING OUR GOVERNMENT TO 
cP 

ENDORSE THE 1947 RESOLUTION elf' THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH FAVORED 

THE ESTABLISHME T OF AN INDEPENDENT JEWISH STATE IN A PART OF 

PALESTINE - - IT WAS THE RESULT OF THIS MASSIVE AND SUSTAINED 

EFFORT ON THE PART OF THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF DEDI CATED 

MEN AND CWOMEN , WORKING UNDER THE GUI DANCE AND LEADERSHIP 
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OF THE AMERICA ZIONIST E ERGE CY COUNCIL. IT WAS THE RESULT 
+-h ~ 

OF Jr FRIENDLY AND SYMPATHETIC A ERICAN PUBLIC OPI ION WHICH' 

WAS AROUSED AND MADE VOCAL. 

WHE FOUR MONTHS LATER, AND AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE FROM 

THE OIL INTERESTS AND OTHER BODIES HOSTILE TO OUR CAUSE, AN 

ATTE PT WAS MADE TO SCRAP THE UNITED NATIO S NOVEMBER 
f,1-v-c ~t.O ' 

RESOLUTION WHICH FCIRPJP!D THE CREATION OF A JEWISH STATE AND 

TO REPLACE IT WITH A NEW TRUSTEESHIP OVER PALESTINE, HEN OUR 

ADMINISTRATION REVERSED ITSELF AND ACTUALLY REQUESTED THE 

SU MONING OF A SPECIAL SESSIO OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED 

NATION TO DO JUS ORK HAD TO BE BEGUN 

Pf 
·PERSUASION, WHO RETURNED 

1/ 

TO THEIR TASKS WITH UNDIMINISHED VIGOR AND DETERMIN\ TION , WHO 

FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN DUCING OUR GOVERNME T TO RETURN TO 

ITS NOVEMBER POSITION AND TO RECOG IZE THE STATE OF ISRAEL WHEN 

THE ISRAELI PROCLAI ED IT ON Y 15, 1948. 

IT SHOULD NEVER IE FORGOTTEN THAT IT WAS AMERICAN JE RY , 

RISING SO MAGNIFICE TL Y TO THE CHALLENGE OF THE HOUR, WHICH 

WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VICTORIES IN WASlilNGTON AND IN LAKE SUCCESS, 
~,\ t1~ \r , n<\~ ~ , ~✓ ~J 

NOT THE INTERVENTIO OF SOME 8NfftWHO WAS SMUGGLED IN ONE DA Y 

INTO THE WIDTE HOUSE THROUGH A BACK DOOR, AND WHO BY THE MAGI C 

0 HIS PE ONA• ITY WON OVER THE PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES 

TO OUR CAUSE. THIS IS A NAIVE AND FANCIFUL RECONSTRUCTION OF 

HISTORY. 



• 

- 10 -

THE VALIDATING SEAL UPON THESE POLITICAL VICTORIES AS 

SET BY THE AG IFICE T IL T CTORIES F TIIE 
ATLY OUT-

U BER A D POORLY E UIPPED IG TIN • 0 C 

SE ES -- T TZ'VA GA I E-YISRAEL. 

VICTORIES, OU P LITIC L VI TO E V/ HAVE 
I V I 

WIT O T OUR VICTO ES TH ~IR I IT Y VICTO ES OULD 
VAIN. 

ALL T S SHOULD BE E BE ED W FAC THE UTUR_. , 

I 

EN I 

FOR WHIL TH ZIONIST OBJ CTIVE ~ BEE A EVED A TH• ST TE 

0 ISRAEL IS A C ED FACT, TiiE EED F R E GI 

POLITICALLY A D ........,.:':J.............. PEAR, T LE T OT IN 

OUR GE ERA TIO • I .._,.ri~ a=:::..l..l£:.::::i.::::~:..=.,- E C P T E P LITICAL 
TE SIONS A D PRESSU ... ~,..., R LO r CH T IS A 

PART. D GER LURKS B O G ITS TU E T 

NEIGHBO S. OUR WORK IS OT OVE BY Y E E WHO 

WOULD RELY I A L FUTURE E E GE CIES O THE I STA T RESPO E 

OF UNORG !ZED FRIENDS OF IS , WHO E CO RE VAGUE 

AND WHOSE T YI G-POWE U C TAI , ARE OT I E GUARDIA S OF 

THE BEST I TER ST OF THE ST TEO IS L . 

I HAVE RECENTLY RETURNED FRO A VISIT O IS E . I FOUND 

TH CO NT Y PROSPEROUS AND IB PEQ_ LE BUSILY A 'I O BUIL ING 

THEI HO EL D. THEY FA,..E, OF C RSE , A Y ROB E S. I AEL 

IS STILL A PIONEER COU TRY. TIIE O E PROBLE v\HICH OST D I EPLY 

TROUBLES THEM IS THAT OF ATION SECURITY. 
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TWO EVENTS HAVE PARTICULARLY DISTURBED THEM RECENTLY. 

FIRST, THE K OWLEDGE WlilCH AS FINALLY BROUGHT IN10 THE OPEN -­

THA T EGYPT I EMPLOYING MANY GERMAN SCIENTISTS TO BUI D JET­

FIGHTERS AND TO DEVELOP GROU D-TO-GROUND ?-.1ISSILES WHICH ARE 

INTENDED, OF COURSE, TO BE USED AT THE OPPORTUNE 0N1~ T AGAINST 

ISRAEL. SECONDLY, THE NEWEST ATTE PT TO UNITE E ARAB WORLD 

A D THE QUESTIO WHICH IT RAISES WHETHER THE NEW FEDER TION OF 

ARAB STATES AI S TO INAUGURAT.I!, A ERA OF STABILITY IN THE IDDLE 

EAST OR ONE OF IL TARY ADVENTURE AND AGGRESSIO . PR VIOUS 

A TTE PTS TO UNITE TH A 

STA TES WILL NOW OVERC6 I 

Q -
RIVALRIES AND FACTI ~...... E 

fr)Y::::¥:: 
'('Jr) 

WHETHER THE ARAB 

EN. WHAT GIVES CONCERN 

TO ISRAEL IN TIIIS NEW :EFFO T TIIE ARAB WORLD IS THE 

FACT THAT ITS PROPONENTS AND ClilEF ARCfllTECTS HAVE, TIME A D 

AGAIN, AVOWED THEIR INTENTION TO DESTROY ISRAEL. HATRED O . 

ISRAEL IS THE CE ENT WHICH THEY ARE EMPLOYING TO CHIEVE TIIEI R 

UNITY. 

THE ARAB STATES RE EVIDENTLY OT INTERESTED I SOLVING 

THE REFUGEE PROBLEM, EXCEPT ON THE PRIOR CONDITION OF THE 

LIQUIDATION OF THE SS ATE OF ISRAEL. 

WATCH1NG THE DESPERATE GA?-.1E WHICH NASSER IS PL YI G, OUR 

OWN GOVERNlvlENT SEEMS TO BE STRANGELY UNPERTURB D. IT IS 

SA TISFIED THAT A BALANCE OF POWER NO\V EXISTS IN THE MIDDLE EAS T 

AND THAT THEREFORE THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL IS NOT TH EATENED. 
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ONE FI DS IT DIFFICULT TO FOLLO THE REASONING OF UNDER-

SEC ETARY,-OF-STATE, W. AVERELL HARRIMA • 1.VHO D E TSE M 

TO BE VERY :CRITICAL OF THE POTENTIALLY DA GEROUS WORK WHICH THE 

GERMAN SCIENTISTS ARE DOING IN EGYPT. IF IT ERE NOT GERMA 

SCIENTISTS WHO WERE DOING IT, HE ARGUES, THEN SOVIET SCIENTISTS 

WOULD BE THERE DOING THE SA i E WORK. WE WONDER WHETHER Tl-llS 

IS ALL THE WISDO AND STATES ANSHIP WHICH OUR STATE DEPARTMENT 

CAN BRI G TO BEAR UPON THE V RY PE ILOUS SITUA TIO I-IlCH IS 

FAST DEVELOPING IN THE IDDLE EAST. DOES OT THE SITUATION 

CALL FOR A CLE -CUT STATEME TON THE PART OF O R GOV '"'RN _,fENT 

REG RD G ITS DEEP G UED SECURITY OF :l &lAEL? 

SHO LD NOT A ,voRD THE ARAB GOVERN ENTS 

WHO ARE SO SHAMEL STROY A PEACEFUL AND 

SOVEREIG STATE Wl-llCH THE AMERICAN GOVERN ENT H S RECOGNIZED, 

WHICH, IN POINT OF FACT, IT HELPED TO BRING INTO EXISTE CE ND 

WHICH IS A EMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS WHOSE CHARTER CERTAINLY 

DOES NOT CO NTENANCE THREATS OF AR ON TI-IE PART OF ITS EMBERS. 

R. HARRIMAN MAINTAINS THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS TO DEAL 

"EVE -HA DIDLY WI TH LL THE STATES CONCERNED AND FOR PROTECTING 

AND ADVANCING UNI TED STATES INTERESTS". CERTAINLY! BUT IS 

ISRAEL DOING WHAT I TS NEIGHBORS ARE DOING? IS ISRAEL CALLING FOR 

THE DESTRUCTION OF ANY ARAB STATE? THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ARE 

DEEP LY CONCERNED AND TROUBLED BY Tl-llS COOL , FORMAL, ST ND-aflfxx 
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OFFISH ATTITUDE OF OUR STATE DEPARTMENT IN A SI TUA TIO WHICH 

C LLS FOR STRONG MORAL LEADERS IP. 

THE MOUNT! G TENSIONS INT MIDDLE EA TARE A THREAT TO 

THE PEACE OF THE HOLE ORLD. IT MUST BE CLEAR TO EV RYO E 

THAT AN ATTACK UPON ISRAEL IS NO LIKELY TO RE I AN ISOLATED 

EVENT, ONE - HICH WILL BE REGIONALLY CONTAINED. IT IS MORE 

LIKELY TO SPREAD INTO THE KIND OF A CONF ICT HIGH NEI H R THE 

EAST NOR THE WEST DESIRES. 

SURELY OU GOVERNME T CAN DO MORE IN THE PRESEN SITUATIO -

THAN MERELY SEL COSTLY D -.F NSIVE EA PONS TO ISRAEL IN THE HOPE 

OF CHECK- A TING NASSER A s 

BOMBERS, TA KS ND UNCON-... 

VENTIN>NAL A S HIS 

THUS, Y FRIE DS, FIFTEEN YEA AFTE TH ES ABLISHM •NT 

OF THE STATE OF I RAEL , ZIO STS U TAG I B L R ED FOR THERE 

MAY BE NEE AGAIN TO AROUSE A E CA PUBLIC OPI IO TO THE 

DANGER .. , HIC THREATEN T"riE SECU TY OF ISRAEL 

THE WORLD. 

D TH P ACE OF 

FORTUNATELY, W CAN ORK TODAY WITH GR TER ASSURANCE; 

FOR WHILE FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THERE S ONLY TI-E DESPERATE HOP 

AND NEED OF A JEWISH STATE, TODAY THERE IS THE GLORIOUS REALITY 

OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL, WHOSE PEOPLE ARE NOT ALTOGETHER DEFENSE-

LESS, NOR WITHOUT FRIENDS I TH ORLD, AND WHOSE ENEMIES KNOW 
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FULL WELL THAT ISRAEL CAN GIVE AS WELL AS RECEIVE. I 

I LE FOR HOME AND SPENT A FEW DAY I RO E . TE VISITED AGAIN 

THE . ORUM AND IT STATELY RUI S ND 7 E STO D G IN B R TH'""' 

IMP ING RCH OF TITUS WHICH WAS BUILT TO CE EB TE T TRIUMPH 

OF TITUS OVER THE JU AEAN STATE IN 70 A. D. WE SA G I THE B S-

RELIEF UNDER TH A CADE Wl-llCH SHOWS THE PROCESS! 0 J ISH 

CAPTIVES CARRY!? G THE SPOILS OF THE TE PLE WHIG TITUS H D LAID 

WASTE, THE GOLDEN TABLE , THE SEVE - BRANCH E TO HAND THE 

SILVER TRU PETS. LL ABOUT US ERE RUI S -- ALL THAT AS EFT OF 

THE GRANDEUR OF I P RI 

JUDEA. I HAD JUST COME FRO 

OF JUDEA, A D WITH 

DEFEATED ClilLDREN 0 

OF A NE LIFE AMIDST 

0 E , THE PROUD CO QUE OR OF A GI NT 

THAT ULTIMATELY UN UEREDL ND 

ATELY U -I 

PLANT! G TH EEDS 

AD EN LEGIO S OF 

HALUTZI REBUI NG WHAT THE LEGIONS OF ANCIENT RO E HAD DESTROYED. 

WHAT A STRANGE ND BAFFLING PEOPLE THESE J EWS ERE -- CONQUERED, 

TIME AND GAi , BUT OUT- IVING ALL THEIR CONQUE OR"! 

SO IN RO EI THOUGHT AGAIN OF JERUSALE 

JERUSALE HICH I SA V RI G FRO ITS UI S , D OF T E OUNTAINS 

Wl-llCH SURROUN ED IT, EVEN AS THE LORD HAS S RRO DED AND HELTERED 

HIS PEOPLE THR UGH ALL THE GRI if D DOLOROUS CE T RIE . 
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AND TH WORDS OF THE PROPHET KEPT RlNGING l' MY E S: 

"\VH~N THOU PASSES THROUGH WATERS, I ILL BE 

A D TH OUGH THE RIVERS, EY SHALL OT OVER.FLO TH ... ~, 

THOU vVAL- EST THROUGH THE FIR , THOU SHALT NOT BE BU 

HEN 

ED • 

N IT ER SHALL TH FLAME INDLE UPON HEE . . . FE R OT. I ILL 

BRING THY SEED FRO?v1 THE E ST A D G HER THEM F O TH EST ... 

I WILL RAISE UP THE WASTE PLACES, A D THE CITI S OF JUDAH THEY 

SH LL BE REBUILT. II 

WR IS 



THE HERZL INSTITUTE 

joins the Jewish community of New York in the 

GAL.A 
CELEBRATION 

by the 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

of the 

g;_/teentk Jlnnive'lsa'Zy o/ tke State of gs'lael 

-
Sunday, Jl,p,zil 28, 1 

fPliilka'lmonic g{a/l ~ 
Broadway and 65th treet, Ne 

In the Program 

members of 

'3he Ylew Q/01ik Pl,,i//,,a1zmonic tJ1zchest'ta 
under the direction of the distinguished Israeli conductor 

elyakum Shapi11.a 

presentation of the 

.Louis flJ. !lJraraJeis JlwatJ 

to 

world Zionist leader and one of the 

architects of the Jewish State 

Crick 9'11.iedma11, violinist 

Jletania mav'lath, soprano 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
Tickests available at the 515 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 

Tel.: PL2 -1234 



APRIL 29 

6:30 P .M. 

THE OPPOSITION 

TO MAIMONIDES* 

XXV. Views on Death, 
Resurrection and 
the World to Come (continued) 

Rabbi Isaac L. Swift 

8:lSP.M. 

THE UNKNOWN ISRAEL 

Illustrated Lecture 

III. The Galilee 
The River Jordan 
Lake Kinnereth 

Dahlia Shalev 
Israeli Photographer 

THEODOR HERZL INSTITUTE 
515 PARK AVE.(Cor.60 St.),N.Y.C. PREVIEW 

APRIL 30 

8:15P.M. 

JEWISH FOLKLORE 

FROM 

EASTERN EUROPE 

III. The Yiddish Folk Song in America 

Ruth Rubin 

Author, 
"History of 
Yiddish Folk 
Songs" 

Coming Up in May : 

TWO SPECIAL TUESDAY LECTURES 

on 

JEWISH EMANCIPATION: 

RETROSPECTS mdPROSPECTS 

May 14, at 8:15 P.M. 

IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES OF 
THE EMANCIPATION 

Dr. David Sidorsky 
Asst. Prof. of Philosophy, 
Columbia University 

May 21, at 8:15 P.M. 

THE GLORY AND FAIL URE 
0 F THE EMANCIPATION 

Dr. Joachim Prinz 
President, 
American Jewish Congress 

Wednesday MAY 1 

6:30 P M. 

LABOR RELATIONS IN JEWISH LAW* 

Wage Disputes 

Rabbi E.W. Kirzner 

8:15 P.M. 

THE CONCEPT OF JEWISHNESS 
IN THE TEACHINGS OF RABBI KOOK* 

Rabbi Judah Gershuni 

8:lSP.M. 

P l;l,6B LE MS 

The J uv"'"emM Delinquency 
Pattern of American Jews 

Mark Mccloskey 
Former Chairman, 
N. Y. State Youth Commission 

and panel 

Bernard M. Rifkin 
Bernard Greenspan 
Marvyn Berrin 

Members of 
National Young Zionists, ZOA 

r1t11rsday MAY 2 

11:00 A.M. 

"THE MIDRASH-1963" * 

XII. The Hebrew Language -
Sacred or Secular? 

Rabbi Kurt Klappholz 

8:lSP.M. 

IN THE SERVICE 

OF THE 

JEWISH FAMILY 

Rachel L. Rustow, M.S.S. 

Family Counselor, 
The Jewish Family Service 

*In cooperatioa witu \.i1e De1;artment for Torah Education and Culture 

Additional Program Listings o,:a other Side 



SUNDAY, APRIL 28 

J: 15 P .M. 

THE JEWS OF SPAIN 

II. Four Great Hebrew Poets 

Shemuel Ibn Nagrela 
(Hanagid) 

Shelomo Ibn Gabirol 
Judah Halevi 
Moshe lbn Ezra 

Professor 
Mair Jose Benardete 
Brooklyn College 

In cooperation with 
Manhattan Region ZOA 

HERZL INSTITlITE 

FORUM ON THE AIR ,,, 

Sunday, April 28 l S 
9 - 9:30P.M. 
WEVD 1330 AM -97. 9. FM 

Topic: 

AMERICA'S STAKE IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

An interview with 
Leonard Whartman 
Mid - East Correspondent, 
Mutual Broadcasting Co. 

by Sara Feinstein 
Program Administrator, 
Herzl Institute 
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The Struggle for the State 
[fi'ro,n an add,·esa cit tlte <:cfrbrution of 
f,r cl' 15tk Anniversary by the Ameri<·an 
z·o 1ist Council at New York on pril ~8, 

1~6<>, t(!hen Dr. Silver was p,·es{'nled the 
Lo ,i • D. Brcindeia award of tlte C,mncil.] 

I .I HONORED to be the r cepienl of 
the Louis D. Brandeis Award. Ju ·t.ice 

D1· ndei ' name will forever be a -
sociatcd with the rise to prcstig and in­
fluen e oi American Zionism. He brought 
the authority of a great Amcri<:" n name 
to our movement which helped u to re­
fute effectively those who sought to brand 
it un-Ameri~an. His approach to Zion­
i m, h him elf had declared, wa:; tl,rough 
Americanism. His proud Jewi ·h loyalty, 
his statesmanship and the rare spiritual 
qualiti of his per onality in pired a gen­
eration of American Jew and prompted 
many t join our rank . Ju tice Brand i: 
wa an idealist who under tood aL' o what 
h called "The politics o:! action/' In nu­
m rou practical way we were guid d 
by th wi dom and judgment and in ight::; 
of thi~ gt'eat jurist, great Ame1fran and 
great Jew. To receive an award which 
bear hi name is an honor indeed. 

We celebrate tonight the fi!tcnth a.n­
niver ·~ ry of the e tabli ·hment of th 
Stat of Israel. The occasion b1'ing~ bacl 
many memories to me, especially oi the 
day· of struggle which preceded the pro­
clam, tion of the State, dar which should 
be remembered for they have much to 
teach. I hould like to speak thi • evening 
particularly of those days, since the mer­
ican Zionist Council which i bestowing 
thi~ honor upon me tonight is the dir~t. 
de~eencfant of. the American Zionist 
Emergency Council which carried on the 
hi toric truggle during those critical 
d y .. 

I .shall not dw~ll long thi ev ning on 
what the State of Israel has achieved 
sinte it establishment or what it ha 
meant to our people the world over. The 
record i • clear, and he who rul\.i may 
read it. 

What took place :i'iften years ago 
marked a decisive turning point in J ewi ·h 
hi ·tory - a breakthrough - the tremend­
ou ron. equences of which only the futur 
will fully reveal. But it is clear, even now, 
that a new day has begun !or our people. 
The Galut has come to an end and with it 
muc:h of the spiritual and psychic evil~ 
which attended it. An inner revolution ha,!> 
takoo place in the lives of our people 
everywhere - • new outlook, n w at­
titude , a re-discovered dignity, a r 1.,om 
pri . 

Th ~e fifteen year have be n tremend­
ou year for our people in hrael, glo1' i­
ou in planning, gloriou-3 in achi vement, 
gloriou in de!en . No age in J ewi.:,h hi ·­
tory i quite c-ompar{;.ble to it. So many 
fear h ve been proved groundles~, o 
many hope have been e. e ded, man 
myth • have been exploded. 

The e fiteen years have b en y r of 
testing. We had wre ted fronl a r~luctant 
world the right to become once ag, in a 
fr and sovereign people in it:s own home. 
Now it was up to us to demon trate wheth­
er we pos essed the endowment !or the 
new role in which we were now ca L The 
worl<l, and we, our elve , waited to e 
whether the Jewi h people po · c~--e<l the 
capa i y, the courage, the per ever nee 
which are requi ite for the building of a 
Stat . Through the e fifteen year , th 
world and we, ours lves, ·itne:sed with 
mounting wonder and admiration th un­
folding drama of pc.>oplc·s ingathel'ing 
and of national r con ·truttion uch a · 
manki11d h d eldom, i.f ev r, "'i tne""c d. 

THE • 
m g od, and in a br < ihtaking way, n 
l&nd, on ea and in the air, in city, town 
and village, in swamp and wil<lerne ·", in 
&eh ol and aca<remie , in o ial ervic A, 

in the revival of a language and litera­
\ure. I l'ael also made good on the battle-

by Abba Hillel Silver 
field, to the amazement of its friend and 
the confounding of its enemie . 

All this has filled us with inestimable 
pride. It has been for us a rarer gift than 
the gold which we have g·iven to m, ke its 
foundation trong. 

But thi evening I l1ould lik lo recall 
the event · which led up to the e tabli ·h­
ment of the tate, from the time that it 
became clear that Great Britain would 
never con ent to a Jewi h State in Pales­
tine, that it was no long r pos ible to put 
our trust in a Government which for 
years on end h d been unwilling or un­
able to carry out the clear intent of the 
mandate under which it governed the 
,country, that it was hopeless to continu 
to walk on that weary, unavailing diplom­
atic treadmill, an<l that the political bat­
tleground had definitely shifted from Lon­
don to Washington and Lake Succ s . 

It became clear to the Zioni ts of mer­
ica that the larg and influential merican 
Jewi h c mmunity would now have to 
assume the major re::;pon ibilily for the 
conduct of our movement, that it would 
have to be alerted and mobilized for the 
culminating political effort~ no, that the 
end of the war was approaclling. If we 
failed now, then the battle would be lo:;t 
- and who knew f r how long? 

w E PRO EEDED to work on three 
fundamental premfo . Fir t, that our 
cause wa ju t, inconte tably ju t and 
moral. We could, therefore, tell our story 
frankly and hopefully to all men of good 
will in our country - regardle s of clas , 
political party or religious affiliation. We 
could app-0al to their sense of justice and 
their burnanity. It should not be too dif­
ficult to tell olll' tory to the American 
people at a time when mel'ica a wag­
ing a war in behali of human right 
against the very azis who w re seeking 
to exterminate our people nd were driv­
ing hundreds of thousand of them out 
upon the broken highway,!> of wandeting 
and homelessne s. It wa cle r that we 
must fir t win he active uppor an<l 
ympathy of the American people. If w 

could persuade the American peo,ple of 
the ju:;ti e of our cause, we might then 
also per:;uadc our government, wher~ we 
were confronted with a State Department 
which harbored a size-able core o.f anti­
Zioni t official., and with a President 
whose attitude remained continually 
shrouded in an impenetrabl charm. In 
our struggle we must fir:-- win over the 
American p ople. It Yoi<: should oo 
heard in Wa hington. Thi i the demo­
cratic proce~ • by whi h a fre pe-0ple al­
way operate . And it wa clear, too, that 
the voice of the nite<i tates would be 
deci ive after the ~ar. 

The erond premi,.; up n which we 
proce ded wa that it was eith r now or 
never. The hour o.f d i ·ion w~ rapidly 
approaching. We h, d r a h d the 0 itic 
cro sroad in our history. We, therefore, 
had to thro in everything we had, all our 
p wer, all our r ·ource , all our res rve.-. 
This wa to be the crucial battle. Ther 
was nothing to Io. e now but our illu i n:-. 
Hitl r w brutally and , ystematica11y de­
'troying Euro.i-Jean Jewry. England wa • 
waging , ·ar upon our clef n le ~ r fuge • 
who were b in.,. turned aw< y from thr> 
very hore~ of Pttle- tiue to ped h in the 
"Struma ," or to langui ·h on the '•Ex­
odu e:- ." In thi ~ chao of enor nd in­
humanity. of <' ncenb a ion camp- and 
~as chamber-, there wu:- but one h pe 1 ft 
for our di,:traul)"ht peopl - and that ·a' 
a free and independent Homeland for our 
p ople, for now, f r tomorr w, for all 
the day - to com .. n el ment of immediacy 
and of driving urgency mu t, tlter for,, 
inform all our activities. We imply mu t 
not lo, e the hbtoric movement. 

And the third premi e upon which we 
proc t·d d wa-, that the meric, n Je,, i • h 
community it::ielf had to be rou~~d to 
exert it~el! to the utmo ·t and to w ,. in 

every direction, but nol merely ior an in­
creased number of certi.fieate for refu­
gees who would be admitted into Pule tin , 
but for a Jewish State. The root or our 
millenial tragedy was our national home­
lessnes . There is but one solution for nn­
tional homele ne s. That is a nationt\l 
home. Our people must not be defleet J 
from thi • ma.in objective. It mu. t not ac­
cept make ·hift compromise under the 
·purious app al not to divide the hou;; -
hold of I Tael ove,r the i~ ue or a ·over­
eign Jewi ·h State. 

T HE MAJOR B TTLE over thi ·· i ·..:.u 
took place at the American Jewi ·h Con­
ference, which met in th summer of 194!1. 
It wa the fi t democratically elert <l 
body whit:h in its composition reprc ent d 
the totally of American Jewry - Zioni;;t 
and non-Zioni ·t alike. The princip'll i ·su 
at thi conference wa~ whether to ad pl 
or reject a resolution favoring the es­
tablishment oi a Jewish commonwealth in 
Palestine .. fter prolonged and unrepres­
sed debate, the delegate voted a1mo t un­
animously in favor of the Jewish om­
monwealth re ·olution. There were only 
four di · enting vot s out of a total or 
more than five hundred. The Zioni t 
movement could now speak with author­
ity to the American p ople and Govern­
ment in the name of the entir American 
Jewi ·h community. 

To win the support of the American 
people and Government, th American 
Zionist Emerg ncy Council which rcpre-
ented all Zionist bodie in the nit <l 

St.ate , then lau ched a n. tion-wide pub­
lic re a i b e a11d dedicated 

ptionally girted 
·-er quickly mar­

lea quarters wen~ 
• a d Wa,hingl-0n. 

Effe rganized in ever)' 
princ d States. A sp ·ial 

hri;; a e ·ti e Committee of 
out tandill 1a.: elerp;y and laym n 
was formed. nati nwi<le campaign o! 
education throu 1 books, lecture , maga­
zines and radio broadca t wa inaugur­
ated. umerou conference ·· , and literally 
thousand of meetings were held in all 
part of the country. Ma demonstration. 
and open-ah· rallies attended by ten. c>f 
thousands of people were addre sed by 
leading American person.a.lities. In a eriLi­
cal moment, a march of thousand of war 
veteran , Jewish and non-Jewi h, con­
verged on Washington. 

Numerou" local del gation contacted 
their public official., their Governors, 
Congre • men and Sena tor in their several 

tat . Jany State legi latures were in­
o adopt pro-Pale tine r oluti n 

and to forward th m to Wa. ·hington. W 
imply knocked at every door - the c n­

vention of both political partie hkh 
wer moved to include a pro-Pale tine 
r :3olution in their national platform. ; the 
hall of Congre~s where 3, pro-Pal . tin 
resolution wa introduced and fina1ly 
adopted. \V knocked on the doors of th 

tate D partment and of the White Hou . . 
We enli ·ted the active support of key 
people in every walk or life, uthor.;;, 
journali ·t ·, columni ·t~, educators, clergy, 
political leaders - p 'Ople who h re to fore 
h d been indii!erent to our cau . \ 
pent endle~- hour · with . Iini ·ter;-; and 
mba • ·ad 1 of forei,...n ·ta tes who w re 

mcmb('t .. of the Unit d •ulion • and ar­
rang <l !or im1 ortan c ntart-... to be made 
with th •ii· govcrnm nt.-; b.wk homi>. 

Ir WE Fl'\,\LLY L' , 'EEDEO in per­
$Uading our Gov rnment to endot•,; 
194i re.solution f the 'nite<l • •ati n 
which favored the e ·ta.bli::--hmcnt of an in­
d pent.lent Jewi h State in a pa1-t o! Pal­
e tine - it wa the re·ult of this m ·iv 
and u~tained effort on the part of th u­
·ancl upon thou nd of dedicated men 
a.nd women, working- under the guidanc 

and leader ·hip of the American Zioni t 
Emergency Council. It wa th r ult of 
the friendly and sympathetic meric 11 

public opinion whieh w.a finally arou d 
and made vocaL 

When four months later, and as re-
sull of pre ure from the oil inter ~t • nd 
other bodies hostile to our cause, an at­
tempt wa made to scrap the Unite-d 
tions' ov mber resolution which favored 
the creation of a Jewi h State, and to re­
place it with a new trustee hip over Pal-

·line, when our admini tra tion !::harply 
rever.:; d it elf and actually reque ted th 

ummoning of a speci-al session of th 
mbly of the Unit d ation to do just 

that - and when our work had to b be­
gun all over again - it wa again the e 
• me workers, using the same techniqu 
of education, appeal and persuasion, wh 
r turned to their task ~ ith redoubled 
energy and determination and finally suc­
ceeded in inducing our government to re­
turn to it· ovcm.ber position and t r c­
ognize the State of Israel wh n th I -
raeli proclaimed it on May 15, 1 4 . 

It hould, therefore, never be forg t n 
that it wn~ American Jewry, rHng magni­
ficently to the challenge of the hour, 
which was respon ible for the vietori s in 
Washinl)"ton and in Lake Succe ·,- , - not 
the intervention of someone who w 
smug~led in one day into the White H u,;e 
through a baek door, and who by the 
magic of his personality won over the 
Pr sid n of the United States, and pr .:;to, 
it wa, all done. This and similar legends 
ar a naive and fanciful reconstruction of 
hi~tory. 

The final validating seal upon the: 
p litical vi tories which wei-e won h re 
wa et by the military victori ~ of the 
greatly outnumbered and poorly equipped 
fighting forces of the I Taeli ~ th m. elve 
- the Tz'va Haganah le-Yi ra 1. With ut 
their victorie , our political vict ries 
would have been in vain. Without our 
victorie;; their military victori .:; w uld 
probably h. ve ooen in vain. 

All thi should be remember <l • ,.; w 
fa e the future. For while the Zionist 
prima1~r objective has been achieved, and 
th S ate of I rael is an accomJ)lished 
fact the need for def ending it politically 
and militarily will never di appear. at 
lea:;t not in our generation. 1 rael will not 
be able to escape the political ten ion. 
and pre ·ure of the region of the world 
of whi<:h it i a part. Dang·er lurk upon 
it.:J border , among it turbulent Ar b 
neighbor . Our work i not over by any 
mean , and tho e who would r ly in all 
rutur emergencies on tl1e in tant r -

of unorganized so-call d friend of 
Israel, wh se commitment. · ar o v· gue 
and who~e ~taying-pow r o unc rtain, 

r no wii,e guardi.an , I am afraid, ol 
t.he be~t int~resLs of the ta c of l •.q·. cl. 

I HA YE r c·ently returned fr m vi.-it 
to 1 niel. I found the I ·r-acli .· bu;:;ily at 
wo1· buildin"' their homelund. They re 
making good progre " but th •y fa<: . of 
t'Our~e, m,ny prob} m ·. I·rnel j ~ ~till 
pioneering country; th y need moi r, -
ple, more indu try, more cay)ital inve ·t­
ment . . The on probl m whkh mo:· d p­
ly trouble;:; th m i • that f mttion d ., -
eurity. 

Two v nt h ve particularly di :,turb d 
them recently. Fir t, the fact, whit·h 
finally b rought into the open - th t 
Egyp i, etnployin many G rnian ci­
enli, ., to bu1lcl jet-fi1rl\l r.- and t de­
v I p ground-to-ground mi,.; ·il • hich 
ar· intend d, oi rour ~e, t.o be u:-ed, at th 
opportu 1c m m nt, again ·t I ·rael. .' evncl­
ly, th t· newed and partially ·uec ,.; ·ful 
atte-mpt to unite the AuJ, world, ~nd the 
que ·tion which it rai • s , ·hether th new 
f der, ti n of rah t, te intends to in­
augurat an era of st!lbility in the )Iidule 
Ea -t or one c>! military adventur nd 

gre-4, i n. P vi u~ attempt unite 
(l.oni'i,med Ott Page 6) 
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Zionism and the Hebrew Renaissance 
by Rabbi Jo eph S. Shubo ,c 

abbi Jo, rph hubow, of Brooldi11c, 
Jla ., a ZOA administrative vicc-1n·l i­
d( ,tf, lw. b n prominent for many y ar 
i, Zio11i.·t and communal actiiiity. 

th ib1 , through the Talmud, l\1idrash, 
m di val Hehr w philosophy and poetry, 
and the Golden Age of Spanish Hebrew 
1 tter , and i magnificently seen in the 
ef!l rescence of H brew literature in 

WE have constantly heard it S< id mod rn times. It can be shown that the 
t hat Zioni m has already fulfill- Hehr , Renaissance since the early 18th 
ed it mis ion in the creation of c ntury has been the harbinger of the 

Jl(cli,1at I ra l and can now be 1·ega1·(l d r ,·iva1 f the Hebrew spirit by glorify-
a mov m nt that has reached its ing the ideal and reality of Shiuath Zion, 

oal. But thi. concept is difficult to Trhiyath HaRuach, "Return to Zion, 
~ompr hend. I often visit my Alma Mat r, • Resurre ·tion of the Spirit." 
Har ·ard niversity, and nearly ev ry M d rn Hebrew literature begins with 
day ther i a scaffolding before ome the period of the Enlightenment, the 
building or other. The University is over Ha ·lwlah or Aufklacnwgs-pci-io<lc in Ger­
thr hundr d and twenty-five years o1d, many, Austria and later in Ru sia, Po-
but no on would say that the Univ r- land and Lithuania. For centuri s Jews 

ity ha been completed. 
0 

it i. with the whole world. God lived locked up in grote que ghetto ; 
maladorous communities which were the 

er ated the world and took in man as . hame of Christian Europe and many 
a partn r, a nd as long as man live ' f the Moslem lands. But when the 
he world i incomplete because we are Fr n h Revolution became the clarion 

far from having l'eached perfection. Only call for liberty which caused the collapse 
if the H-Bomb come will man and the of the ghetto wa11 , many Jews ran 

orld of man be finished! In Spinoza from the Ghetto as from a lepers' colony 
we find a di tinction between natura and were dazzled by the new light; 
11aturata, reated nature, and natura na- rnany were blinded and lost their way 
turan$, creative nature. That is, a ·ide never to 1·eturn; many came back as 
from the phenomena of life already prodigal ons se king the old well-springs 
ereated, there is life that is con tantly of alvation. 
reating; life is never static, it alway Many of the Haskalah movement be-

ke ps developing and moves on to nobl r gan to imitate the urrounding nations 
i<leals and finer 1·ealities. and to ape their cultures; a new wind 

The Zioni t movement is an eternal wa blowing, but also an ai h zaralt, ( a 
id al; our herished concept goes miha yil . trange fire) threatened to consume the 
el hayil, from strength to strength. A P ople and its faith and culture. Some 
1ong a our people lives Zionism will live, Jew sought adju tment to the new en­
f or Zionism is e sen ti ally the will of vironment and yearned for a bl nd with 
th Jewi h people to live and to create their neighbor . 
a nobler, happier and more God-like life 
for il elf and for the rest of humanity; 
as the p al mist said: "I shall not die 
but live and declare the deeds of the 
L rd." 

Thi· e 1·nal concept runs through our 
golden chain of Hebrew literature from 

I T ALL BEGA~ with the innocent trans­
lation o:! the Bible, the P nfateuch, into 
G rman by the piou and gifted M ses 
M nd 1 ohn (1729- 6); German cla. sic 
1iteralure inlroduc d to Ger-

.. J~- THE STRUGGLE FOR THE STATE . ·' 
(Continued from, Page 5) 

the A1·ab world failed. Whether the Arab 
11tate will now overcome their national­
ism remain to be seen. 

What give concern to Israel in thi 
new effort to federate the Arab world is 
the fact that it chief architects have 
time and a"'ain, avowed their intention to 
de troy I rael. Hatred of I rael is the 
c~ment ·hich they are employing to 
achieve their unity. The Arab states are 
e"Viuently not interected in solving the 
r !ugee probler.1, except on the prior con­
dition o! the liquidation oi the State of 
I ra 1. 

Wa hing the de perate game which 
Na . er is playing, our own government 
~eem to b trangly unperturbed. It is 
ati. fied that a balance of power now ex­

i t in the 1idu1e Ea t and that there­
fore tl1e f ·urity of Israel is not threat-

n d. One finds it di.ffi t1lt to follow the 
1· a oning of nder-Secretary o( State 
W. Av r 11 Harriman, , ·ho does not eem 
t, be ry rriti al of the potentially <lan-

rous work "hic:h the German st:ienti t 
are doing in Eg-ypt. If it were not German 
ci nti ·t. who wer doing it, he argues, 

th n Sovi t ._cienti ts would l>e there do­
ing th ame work. ,v e wonder \\ hether 
this i all the wi -dom and ~tate man hip 

hi ·h our State Department can bring to 
bear upon the very perilous ituation 
which fast deYeloping in the Middle 
Eru t. 

Doe not the ituation call ior a clear­
eut statement on the pai-t of our gov rn­
m nt regarding its deep concern :!or the 
continu d security of I rael ? Should not 
a word of rebuke be poken to the Arab 

overnment who are so hamele ly 
threatening to de troy a peaceful and 
overeign state which the Ameri an gov­
rnment has r ognized, which, in point 

of fac-t, it belped to bring into exi tence 
and which is a memb r of the United Ta­
t.ioa.s wh e chal'ter certainly does not 

countenance threats o! war on tl1e part 
of it member ? Is J rael of ]es concern 
to the U.S. than Laos? If so, why ? Is 
Lao more pro-American, more democrat­
ic, more dependable as a member of the 
free world, than Israel ? Or is I rael re­
gard d as more dispensable? 

Mr. Harriman maintains that the 
United States has to deal "even-handedly 
with all the States concerned and for pro­
teeting and advancing United tates in­
terest !' Certainly! But is I rael doing 
what it neighbors are doing? Has Israel 
called !or the destruction of any Arab 

tate? The people of I-rael are deeply 
concerned and troubled by this cool, for-
111 1, tandoffi h attitude of our State De­
partment in a ituation which calls for 
trong moral leader hip and state man­
·hip. I our diplomacy to mm·k time until 
th brink i rearhed? 

The mountino- ten ion. in the ~fiddle 
Ea t are a threat to the peace of the 
whol wol'ld. It mu ·t be clear to everyone 
that an attack upon I ra I i· not likely to 
r main an i olat d vent, one which will 
be regionaJly contained. It i more likely 
to i;pread into the kind of a conflict which 
n ither the Ea t nor the W t de ·ires. 

ur ly our gove-rnm nt can do more in 
th present _ituation than merely ell 
co tly <lefen ·ive weapons to Lrael in the 
hope of he k-mating .. Tas er and his bulg­
ing arena! of rocket , bomber , tanks 

nd whatever other conventional or un­
~onv ntional arm hi. _. Ta~i S<:i nli t are 
:fa hioning! 

T H , my friend~ fifteen years a!ter 
the e tabli hment of the tate of I rael, 
Zioni t hould again be alerted for there 
may l>e need again to arou e American 
public opinion to the d-anger which 
thr at n the urity of hu I and th 
peac of the world. 

Fortunat ly, we can ·ork today with 
g1eater m·anc ; !or whil !i!t en y ar 

man Jewi h cir 1 s, and the great his­
torian Graetz t lls how German Jewry 
was nearly annihilated piritually and 
morally long before the murderous azis 
destroyed them physica11y. The masters 
of the Haskalah fell in love with hu­
manity and oon began to hate the v ry 
Rock whence they w r h wn. 

There were, however, oth r Jews who 
ought world culture, science and civili­

zation uch as were in pired by Elijah, 
the Gaon of Vilna, but with the pro­
tection o the Torah as a defense again t 
exces ive worldly wisdom. There was a 
love for poetry, mu ir, art and litera­
ture in general which often alienated 
Jews from themselves and gave them an 
inferiority complex as to their own tra­
dition and values. The Hebrew language 
th n began to experience a new strength, 
and a new potency. Writers began to 
appeal to Jews to retrun to nature, to 
manual labor, agriculture, trades and 
craft.. 

As soon as Jews found they had ac­
cess to worldly learning and ecular 
knowledge, some began to apply scientific 
standards to a tudy of Judaism and 
thus there emerged clie Judische Wis en­
uhaf t, the scienc of Judai m, survey­
ing the entire world. The Jew began 
to examine his own mall world; many 
Jews, still faithful and loyal, began to 
examine themselves critically, their past, 
their literature, their 1·eligion, and their 
institutions; and there appeared intellec­
tual giants like hlomo Judah Leib 
Rapoport (1790-1867), Nachman Kroch­
mal (1785-1840), Shmuel David Luzzatto 
(1800-1 65), Leo ld Zunz (1794-1886) 
and Solomon fu ( :J-1 67). 

The m' of d.dl Ages and 
of anti u y ' daring and 
1·e ourc n ........ ,_.-..,rn appeared 
factuall g influence 

I 
ago ther e~pera te hope 
snd need i h Sk1,te, today there 
is he gloriou re it.y of a State of Israel, 
whose people are .not altogether defen e­
les , nor without friends in the world, and 
whose enemies know full well that Israel 
can give as well as receive. 

On my retu,rn home I spent a !ew days 
in Rome. I vi ited again the Forum and 
its stately ruins, and I stood again be­
fore the impo ing Arth of Titus which 
was built to celebrate tl1e triumph of Titus 
over the Judaean State in 70 A.D. I saw 
the ba -relief under the arcade which 
hows the proce sion of Jewish cJptives 

carrying the poils of the Temple which 
Titus had laid wa te, the golden table, 
the even-branched men rah and the silver 
trumpets. All about us ·were ruins - all 
that was left of the grandeur of imperial 
Rome, the p1oud conqneror of ancient 
Judaea. I had ju t com from that ulti­
mately unconqu red land of Judnca, an<l 
with my own eyes I had e n the ulti­
mat ly undef at d children of Judaea 
twenty centurie lat r planting the eed. 
of a new Jif amid .- t the andent ruin . I 
had . e n legion. of Hali<tzim rebuilding 
what the legion of ancient Rome had de­
·troyed. What a shange and baJ·fling p o­
ple the,-e J w. wer - conquered, time 
and a"'ain, but u living all their n­
queror ! 

So in Rome I thought a"'ain of Jeru a­
lem - Jeru. alem 1·i ·ing from its ruins, 
and of the mountains ·which urrounded 
it, even a the Lord urrounde<l anu shelt-
red Hi people through all the grim and 

dolorou c nturies. 

And the word of the proph t kept 
ringing in my 001 : "When thou pa - e t 
through the water , I will be with thee, 
and throuo-h the river , th y shall not 
overflow the ; when thou walke t through 
the fire, thou halt not be burned, neither 
hall the flame kindle upon thee ... Fear 

not. I will bring thy ed from the Ea t 
and gather them from the West ... I 
'"'ill rai up the a te pla e , and the 
citie of Jud.ah th y &hall be rebuilt." 

and the Hebrew language and national 
Jewish spirit received a new creative j y. 
The pow rful spiritual values of Judai. m 
w re r vealed; faith and reason, religi n 
and philosophy, knowledge and devotion 
w re blend d to counteract skepticism 
and fanaticism. The world of id a . f 
Maimonid . , olomon lbn Gabiro1, J hu­
dah Halevi, Bachya Ibn Pakudah cam 
to )if again to inspire and enlight n 
a mod 1 n J wish world. 

mazing spiritual culture and 1 -

vival wa in the making. The H bl' w 
mu--e of po try ang again with th 
pow l'fulJ enriching verses of Mo h 
Ha. rim Luzzatto (1707-1747) of Padua, 
Italy. His Migclal Oz (Tower of Str ngth) 
and Laisharim Tehilah (Prai e to th 
Right ou ) manifested an originality and 
Hebrew clas icism which helped h rald 
the H brew Renaissance. The Bible tyl 
and id als were resurrected. 

The sup rb novelist Abraham Mapu 
(1 0 -G7) a Lithuanian Hebrai t mad 
cla ical Biblical Eretz Israel live for 
the European Hebrew l'eading public by 
means of his stirring romantic nov ls, 
Ahavalh Zion (Love of Zion) and Ash­
math homron (The Guilt of Samaria). 
Europe's by mally unhappy Ghetto Jews 
were able to envision an ancient valor 
1 born a well as a rich, classic Hebrew 
tongue made eloquent again. It is a if 
the many centuries between the Biblical 
p riod an<l the world of Mapu had never 
been. 

But as well as idealizing the Bible 
past the Jews oi the latter part of the 
19th century became subjected to evere 
s rutiny and harsh criticism, neces itating 
a greater national and cultural alert­
ne ~· A powerful poetic voice in thi 
r gard wa Jehudah Leib Gordon (1 30-
92) of \'ilna. His poetry is epic, lyri­
cal, "-alirical and critical. He is f ar­
less in focussing upon the coa1·se and 
cru 1 a. pects of Ghetto life as well as 
its tagnant and other worldly a!?pects. 
His great epic Bain Shinei Arrayoth 
(Bet ~1een the Lion's Teeth) stirred the 
pride of his generation and of later 
generations as they read of the heroic 
spirit of the valiant defenders of Jeru­
salem and its saintly martyr , d spi 
the lo s of the State at the hand o! 
all-engulfing Roman brutality. Yet harp 
riticism is voiced aga.inst the leader 

of the ancient days because of th ir 
weakness and other worldliness, and th 
le. son was not lost on the leader ! 
his ov.n day. Similarly, Zed kiah ;;1 

Pri on i a prote t against the excec,.sive 
~Piritualit~~, so-called, of Jeremiah in th 
name of labor, agriculture and liberalism! 
Gordon ought to arouse Jews to a m r 
po. itiv cr ativity and a fuller a ~a1 -
n o:! th land, the world and I rn l' 
d ,,tiny. 

fo h L ib Lilienblum (1840-1910) 
:-ourrht . ocial and religious improv 
h <l ~crib d the low state of 
]if in hi· diamatic portrayals Hattai 
.\', ,n ·i,, (. in of Youth); he condemn 
th :- tatic natu1e of fanatical Gh tt life 
and of 1·ahbini aust 1 ity, and thund r 
against i •norance of the mod rn v. rld. 

A . l . T ELOQUE! 'T and d va tating 
11. tructive force wa P r tz 

(1 42-85) who liv d only 
y ars but left behind nn 

amazing lit iary heritage; he came from 
Whit Ru ia but lived his mo t er alive 
y ar a ditor of the dynamic Ha ha.har 
in Yi nna. mol n kin employed a titanic 
canva n which there appeared hun­
th d o! characters of the Jewi h com­
munity of a11 strata of Jewi h oci ty 
and 11 ha ic ideas o! Judai ·m a had 
n v r been undertaken previou Jy in 
H br w lit rature. He reveals in ma. t r­
Jy t ·1 a gr at gallery of uproot d in­
t II tuaJ. torn from their tradition and 

throu ,h life as broken, .::hatt 11>d 
(Coutiuu d on Pag 10) 
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