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D SOLAR CAL 

ABBA HILLEL IL VER 

In writ'n of the any onflictin tr itions hich xi ted be n 

I r 1 and J h ( 11 os 

1961, Ch pt r 5 6), I t t d: "It i cle r th t w re d lin h r ~it 

ople , or it two groups of kindred tri who, while h r·n r mote 

mori of common nee try nd er dle of co1nmon ori in in r n nd 

th cul o! d ity who w s niquely their , wer ·n ot r y quit i tine 

in th ir historic e ri nc II 
• 

P of or R . . Li ·n tone in wrltin Gr ek city st tea, m k 

imilar ob ervation "Though lti toly consciou of com on 

llenic blood, th e Gr ek t e are 'vidly individ 1, d"vided g in t t eir 

n i hbors . Prim rily m n i a rtan, an Ath ·nian, T eb n, nd o on. 

,..econdly belong to one of the re t riv l roup , Ionian , Dori ne . A oliana. 

Thirdly, nd th t ch'efly t the g e t festiv 1 , 

cl of elphi, nd in time of foreign in 

p ant of Greec " - ord, 1938 79 ). 

t th nation l religious centre , 

·on, h i Gre ' ( ' . he 

m lance b t e o ganiz tion of h ncient H br tri be s and 

the early D li n nd lp ic mph"ctyoni a o{ Gr ce h v al o be n noted by 

Prof or oth nd oth r . 
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On of e h r dif! rence hich 

concern d th calend r. Thi diff r nc 

both t t s h b n de troy d. 

he nc • ent ca lend r of t bre 

b an . th autu r the ingatherin 

b 

rsi t d down the g a, on 

in Can l n r. Th 

oft har t --

(E ... 4:22 , or -- "at t nd of y r II t or 11th 

out of the y r". lun r as also th c lend r of th C 

B bylon' n . Th cal dar hich di C V r t G z r . al n 

fr m pproximately t t nth c ntury, b i t y ar ith th 1 te h 

r 

oin 

• 
V 

n follo throu with rly nd 1 t r pl nti , t ho 'n up o fl • 

--

ti g 

v s of rley an oth r harv 

g th rin of u mer fru t. 

of ·ne n fin 1 y, th 

The r w r twelv OD to the ye r and th r con iste o· 35 a 

r onth c 11 d .Abi -- ( x. 13: ). 

s v nt and i hth month re l given in th Bible -- Ziv, 

Eth nim, (I . 8:2) n Bul, (I . 6:38). 

m oft con , 

(I K. 6: 1) -­

h fir t d y f 

ch onth, hich a r d by th p r anc of t n w o n (. ), 

a holi y. I.ike th abbath, it wa univ sally ob erved it c ation of 

1 bor nd 'th eci 1 cer monie , such c r • ic and th blow in of 

t um ts. hr 1 fe tiv l co n ct d wit h thr e harve t p riods 

w r o eel br t . But their tes w r not b olutely fixed int e c 1 nd r . 

Th y fl ct ted withi de i n ted period nd w r known a 

11 ointe on 11 • Not • . (P rh p from th term 

to " cillate " . ) 

- - to "fluctuate 11
, 
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Ac Uy, no f" d t r in th o cod 0£ t e h 

for th e thr nn 1 f tiv 1 . t of nl v n d r cco 

to th ook o· th Co n , i o b c h p nt d i 1 "n 

nt of bl"b" " . . . . u l pt t of rv t of f"r ui 

your or , of hat you . the fi ld. 11 p h ri 

t t n oft ye r . " ( • 23:1 - 16 . i i1 rl int e 00 oft 

C t, i . o d n d t t II eF n you 1 V n 1 r . . . 
t t·m ppo"nte ·nth mo th Abib ... You 1 obs rv t a t of k , 

r t fru·t of he th rv t nd the Fe t of In th rin t t y r' nd" 

( x . 3 :18-22). So 1 0 o on,y: II b rv th on of bi , nd • 

p ov r to HVH, yo r God ... You even e k ... from 

tim yo, !i t ut th ic t t n in • 'h n you h 11 pt 

F t of • • • u th F st of oot V n y hen you 

your i g th ri from o r re hi g floor nd your in -p I ( t . 

1 : 1- 1 ). 

Th y be nd end d t sun- o n. Th k con i ted of v 1 d ys , 

th ein th b Dy -- of rest 

wh n 11 or mu t c a • 

P nt teuc 1 o h r f r nee to not r c 1 n r, ol one, ut t 

on :vhich n in th pri g of the year. II m . 11 : I ta e 

-- ' And it c m to , t return of th y r , 

i . . , t t comm nc ment of th n y a , h kin o £orth to b tt 
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coun d not f 0 

h mon h o h y 

ch onolo y of th o of n in ri bly low 

36:22 t th t year a r kone fro 

nit h 
a itti in th 

ur in th br for im. 

h y a con t d of 364 day and 

h m o t c n of hi ty day , an extr 

T h d o c· 1 n t r nu b 

a n. 

h r t c 1 nda ? h n 

Th t n i nno ti n nr u r 

12: -2: 

'd to 0 an aro "nth 1 0 gy 

b or OU th 1n of 0 t s; i 1 t 

T o le told th th fter t ey u 

y r. r n bly hi rtur om 

to th n. • 18 nw r need 1 be t y 

'ntroducin 
• d 

w 1 J C 
r • 

ny p opl t rougl out i tory 0 t dn 

d i iv nt i t 1r • t ry, politic 1 oci 

. c or , r th • th of re t li io d r. 

ut from rn . 

imilar c 1 nd r. J miah 

h prin "lt i h 

d r f' 

no l , , or nths. 

n 
nth. 

da n d 

y a h e oduc d? 

l y • t d 'n odua 

t: 'T ~ mo h ( ) h ll 

rs t month of t y r for you'." 

e i 0 h of 

h t r,J cce t d age up 

. c le d r, 
no nc·n ne 

C nd tom k ome 

revolut·o • om tous 

u , th om n dated their 
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nd r fr th fo i 0 t ' city. ri ti n nd 

r i nwc lend r . r C 0 tion 

n b 'c C n ar nd V n n to h V 0 of 

fici .. h re rm d ccordin to tl 

C a T C r id no 0 p e· ly d"splac t n 

a Y or y, th n the c nd r hich i t oduc ol o in t r C 

Re l 1tio n o!fici 1 p p ro y r cl tion 

0 I p e, ha ispl C t civil (C . ti n 1 n r1 C r ic con n 

t in u • 

int e H br 1 n r i . in 12: -2 ·it o es C C Cl 

nd h 0 U • n i I ra fl d fr rin . nt 

m th of th ir hi eopl . in tit t d 

a ni olid y, a OV-r -- - - to om or te t t ve t 

f 1 ture n ration . Fo hu e 0 ye h r f r, th t 

0 ar d fort m b innin of 11 th ir of ici 1 chronol us, 

w n nt ater t T of olomon w bu' in Je 

C C r r ' nth four hundr d nd eighti t ye r aft opl of 

I ra l c out of 1 nd of ypt, in th o rth y r of olo r ign v r 

, ·n t onth of iv, hie i tl ond 1 onth, b n to build 

OU YH • It (I : 1 . 
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• d r 0 . t B i I t r dC y i 1 

by . ti 1 n Th b C 0 na ur r . 

livin i C n n ri ht lo n h dn do n to y , n r fl t 

on tho w r C d, undo dyh db C onin 

y t C it h yo r d 1 r . con-

queri nai I rael no nc th th nee orth e t y 

b n in t mn ut i th pring. th rmor • th 0 f llo -
ola al UC h y and h . nee to b om o ob V n r 1r cc 

fo ti n in ypt. 

ypti n t fir t, n th p to tic riod, d m lo ed 

un ca na • but lo. b fo t E y t, re le 

h n intr d ced, h e inni thi ille ium, . c. 

( i rd P rk I Th C 1 ndar cf nci t t" - Uni . of . 
' 

C 0 

r t 1 50 , . 5lf. ) l )' of n1onth oft i y y ch. 

Later the c 1 correct d by the a d tio y t th n 0 th 

o th - - kin 365 ay . 
1 1n 11. Th d y r to u - ri e. 

. it h fir t . of the a n • i no th ile int e n 1nun 

. f h y r . T onth d non me , ut e number d . pr1n 

. r lit y r con i te d of 36 d y h n d, of . 

cur 
' 

o correct th nc be e n t 364- d y and th r 1 

y r of 6 y . Th if£ r nc inf ty- nin y a oul 0 t to fo ty-nine 
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day . Accordingly, pecial nyear" • conai ting of fort .nine ys --

Jubil e Year -- was introduced. (See Solomon Zeitlin, " e Rise and Fall of 

the Jude an st te " , 1962, page 216- 18). The Ju i ee Y ar a a ort e n 

in tit tion and fell into di w nth kin dom I r l wa de troyed. 

Th Rabbis dee ared at t ar wa ob rved onl y a lon 

liv din al stine , i . . . (up to the de truction o -----------all the t\v 

Ie a-,1 in 72 ( 1A a -. ). 

h olar cal nda w ic t e Bnai Israel brought with then1 from gypt 

b came th offici lly ace pte ca n r for all t e tribes when they r 

unit d und r the monarcl- '/• The Y ar for e vourt and the datin of 

all official tat ocu,Hent s and decree be pring. The lYiishna 

pre rves this fact when i eclar, ... : "There ar four Ro h Hashan a: on 

the first of Ni an i th w Ye r for kings and h f tivals ( i . e. the s quence 

of the three festival -- assov r, habuot, S ccoth, hich are to b ob rved 

in th first , hird d vent mont_ . ) (Rosh a h na. I , 1 

ut t e ol er lunar calendar id not di ppear. T e new c 1 n ar n ver 

quite i plac d h old, cially ong the Jud n ho id not aha t 

Exo u e perience of t e n· i I el a d h d not, at at y time, u ol r 

calen r . They continu d to eckon the b ginning o th year fro the clo. 

of th- har e t on in utumn n o ix th ir f iv l o the b i of the 

lunar calendar. 
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h n the Jude n wer exil d to Ba ylon1 , t y foun h m 1 nong 

opl hich lso u th lu re 1 nd • f lon t y t 

byloni l n n1 of month ll il official qu 

mon h B . I • • in, a a n ro uc w n y 

t y tinu d tor g rd V nt nth, now c 11 d Ti h i, a b in ing 

of b. y ar. ' h z 1, r c i in hi v· ·on inB•brloni andc r fly 

t'n e~ ch o of th m , till r in th nu b r equ c of th 1 onth , i. . , 

f rat, cond, thir , tc . , t 0 ot o d 1 ' 
ut • r fe d to a th hb 

. 
l y r - - ( z. 0: 1 ). 

'h nt e Judean r turned rom captivity, h y the lun r n r 

th 1 r oft p 0 1 ' fi i g th o! 1 the annual tiv 8 

accor in ly a lly de 1 ring t fir t £ ish1·i • 

b . i £ th i1 nt t uch no h r t te t l t th fir t 1 year. y 

of . d h ... n 1 of w r -- t i actually 0 

H -- t e d i 11 d --
11 yo ole nr t, mo i 1 procl . t ! trum t holy 1m --

nvoc tio II (L • 3:2 ) -- nd hil 1 t i , t 

f'r t of i h • i till no d i n t da t b 

y r, b t only -- "Holy y ' ( h . 8::? ), s ind d ev 

oon ;v t v r in 1i out of 
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indicat th t it 1 r d th t 1 in in 

oft y r. 

Th I r 1 ·t an th Jud an c b t d h i n u l h v f tv 

t oubt to t ir on . 

in th no th f a mo t 1 r th in th o t . 

fe t ·v we a cord· ly c r ted mont 1 t r . b m , t ing 

of r. 1, af r h h d u two c lv o{ o d in t el n t 

up c • ic t th r 1 nth y oft 1non 

(S cot ) ' u t th ! nt t 

onth . A of I lZ: • t ' 

robo 1 d vi n h r 11
• ( 

ut J rob w do bte 11 'in icultu cut m t o th 

C br t d . cc ·nth th nt . 

n k' dom f r 1 d stroy r y om 

oft f Jud to n c , t le t t r ig • o onfor it , 

ho h tb n orth r w r d o om 

to J ru mt r h nn 1 f But y 

Ul bli cc of 'nvi tion T ' 
, 

. 
0 t c or 1n n'cl hr. nt to I r n J d • n 

ro r t im ht they o 1 co of 

t or t J ru • 0 V unt or , r 1. 
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King had t ken coun 1, nd hi princes, nd 11 the ongre ation in 

J ru alE:.~ • to k p the as ov r in t 1 econd mont . '' Th r a n which 

j iv n for th po tpon 

i that t 

had t1 e 

p 

ople a 

rd not 

r ~d the 

nt o th f sti 1 of P ov r o t e s con mo 

thems lv in a fie ient nu , neither 

elv tog t r to J ru al m . Th r son 

w pro by he ire to accoJ. od te the rn r h d e n in e 

h ·1 of eel r ti asso ·n the secon on . .1 _ost of ae I ra it 

111 u h d th Kin ' m n r to 3co... an moc d th m". Some ace pte 

. e invit, i n and did go t J rus le . 

the 

·ng Jo iah al o ap 

ple of Judah in e 

a hav invi ed op of Isra 1 to joi with 

- ·- --V , for the Chronicle1· lebr tion of t 

repo ts the pre ence of Is I at the eel br t on. But in the ays of 

ore than '.a y la e , it a not longer d em d n cessary 

to shift th dat a montl 1 t r in order to cco o a t e North rn r . 

a s v w s acco ingly celebrated on the fourt 

(II r· . 35:l. 

th ay o th n1onth 

h I r lit ne , 

#c p e the lun r c, 1 nd 

r 11 y a ban on th ir o n c nda , nd n ver 

of u h Ch, on t e r turn ro th b lonian 

il • came th one aut ntic cal n r f h r tored com unity. 

r , of ours , man ra lit s in h r or d u an ommunity s th r 

d be n in J d a in the century pr ceding th exil (II Chr. 30:2~ ). he 

c len ar conflict per i t d. Th North ere clung to th ol r y r . 
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Th calend r controv y , of cour e, brought into ue tion the ct 

y of all th oli Y• 0 ol y r of 1 0 th oft i ty y 

f . nt r al t 1 ti l o l f 11 nth d of n y • nn m 

th [ 0 r 0 • w ot b tru th of lun r y r 

of 5 ty- . nd lf i -- V on 1 y - y r 

0 irt n C, t y th'r or OU hy • nu, d d 

0 o follo t off' • 1 1 n 

j or - y fo ho ho lo dt ol r 

I' ity of th t"v h"c r b t • h 0 1 

tu ly l 0 C l h d th t t . . n C c. w r 

0 th n • 

T or Of C ntrov i o t - e • lly 1 C n 

• 7 - n • i l'n' C nclu ion 

t 00 0 Ju • itt l b m n , or c ool of n, h 

0 ,a y t p ch I I nd traditio II nd t "it 

r - 11 .io n i ooul ho d t opp it' on t 

h 1 ,. futil II 0 w 11 t bli h ( 0 0 on 

T 0 of J ' . I. . • }. h 00 f ubi 

if rpl • 11 li 1· 00 , t lt 0 8 

n I r li ho to rt rn ol re 1 r -- y r of V n ontha 

0 • ty y C • ith n ddition 1 d d t th nd of V ry t ir onth, 

m in y r con 1 t f 6 or 5 • 
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In the Book of Jubil , No giv uction to hi d cend nt : 

"An com nd thou the children of Is r a 1 a t y er th y r cor ing 

to this reckoning - - 364 days, an (th ) will co t t a omp y • nd 

they will not di turb it ti from it ay n it f i 

ill fall out in them according to t eir te t·mony. th y il 1 V 0 

ny ·sturb any feasts. But. th y don gl c n o not ob V th m 

cc ording to his comm ndment, 

the ye r will b dislodged from this (or r) , 

and the year will be i lodged n ey wil n 

the children of Is r el wil f org t, an 1 

will for et the n w moon , nd sea one , a 

to all the ord r of the year . "'or I no 

11 e on , n 

y ill i tur t on 

i 0 n C • 11 

pat of • 

' nd the wi ll 0 r ng 

om h nc fort ·11 C re 

it unto thee , and it isnot o my own d visin ; £0 th Boo (li ) writ n fo e 

e, nd on the he v nly t blet th ivi ion o y 0 in d, le t y 

forget the feast of the Covenant n cco in o t o th 

Gentiles after their error and ter th ir i nor nc . or th i 1 b o e 

who will as ur dly make observations of t 0 n -- ho turb t 

sea ons and comes in from year to ye r n y 00 oon. or t • on the 

th y ars will com upon th h nth y ill i t b (th 0 r n n 

abomin bl (d y th 0 y, uncl n;d y y • nd 

th y ill confounrl 11 th" dayt1 , 1.t..41! holy wi I~ t uncl n, and th uncl n y 

ith the holy; for th« y will go wrong a to he month d bb nd t 
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nd jubil s. For thi re on I camnm:and nd t tify to th that hou m y t 

te tify to th m; for ter thy death thy ch·l r n will is urb (t n ), o t t 

they will not make the year three h ndred and sixty-four ay n y, 

hi rea on they will go wrong as to th ne oon s 

nd f stiv ls, nd y will at all kin of loo it 1 

the ook of noch (e peci lly inc pte r 7 -8 -­

ection) - - one fin s th same insistance on the 

ru one: "And the sun and the st rs rin in 

they do not dvance or delay th ir positions by 

But compl te the years wi h perfect justic i 

ol r 

t y 

t 

al 11 

r 

y 

(Ch 

ns he 

on 

0 

t 

ar 

xac y, 

0 

p. 82 ) . 

th 

rand r 

0 

0 It has be n hown th t the Qumr 

Jubilee in high regar . They follo ed the ol 

day from unrise . "The b ic dif er nc in th a cu tion oft c l n 

cau d the m mber of the ct to withd a from 1 ple n i 

Th . ithdrawal did not result from t eir oppo ition to t off 

in principle, s i oft n supposed, but from t e c h lW 

the holidays were fix din the mple of Jerusale e 11t o in hi 

Israel we re in rror ( h m ryahu lmon, 11 nd r 

ect from the Jud n D ert". Scrip H1 ro o ym1t n , I ( 1 5 ) 

The P ssover :&. 1 ic .L f 0 lip antin 

t 

• 

l" 

y 

t 

y. 

0 

t1 

ifi s, 

1 

6 , 177 ). 

y 

1 o r fl ct the sh rp diverg ncy which existe in he fifth c nt ry B. C . . , 
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with reference to the dat s of ob erving th hol'day . Instructions re sent to 

the Jewish military garrison in E:liphantine t o erve the Passover on the 

fourte nth day of Ni an. 11 L t thi b don Dariu the co an ed11
• 

(This i riu II. Th year of the l tter if 4 9 B. C. . ) 

h y houl the authority of th r ian king b invok din uch a m t er? 

Di not the liphantine com nun 't know about a ove ? 

quite corr ctly a k : 11 as is community hie poa e se 

rof sor Co ley 

t mpl and 

offere sac ific to Ya'v ignorant of the greatest of Jewish national festiv ls ? 

Had they nev r c lebra e it b for ? 11 (A. Co 

C nt ry B . C. " , Oxior , 19 3, pg. 61). 

y II ra aic apyri of the Fifth 

e ar inclin d to li v that h r Ii i thoriti in Ju e sent these 

in tructio , cl arly tating that hey re autho iz d by th er ian overnment, 

in order to in ure th J ish arri on o ob erv assover on the exact 

date which wa approved by them, nd not on any other date. The Jude n 

auth ritie wi hed tom ke their calend r standard for all Jews throughout the 

Persian Empire . It is likely that the original ettlera of Elaph ntine came from 

Northern I rael, even befor the Babyloni n exile, nd retained the solar 

cal ndar and the date of the festivals b sed on that c lendar. 

The a aritana. during the Second Commonwe 1th. who clai d direct 

descent from the nci nt I r elites, clung to the Pent teuch, revered Moses, 

and. s patriotic '' ortherner " claimed that th future es iah would be a 

de cendant of Joseph, and not of David, as the Judeans maintained, held fast 
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to a calendar which differed greatly from th one accepted by the rest 

of the Jew . The dates of their festiv 1 differ a. Only in the matter of the 

date of the counting of the Om r did they agr e - - and t at ,ith the ad ucean 

calendar. They counted the Om r fro he un y following the first abbath 

of Passover, o that the Fe st of Penteco t al ay fell on a unday. 

The Samaritan tradition maintain th t th ir cal ndar was establi hed 

by Phineas , according to the astronomical calculation o! th eridian ! 

ount Gerizim (See Mo es Ga en" , "The San1arit ns " , ondon, 1925, p . 66). 

Because of their h rp oppo ition to the tandard calendar of the Jews , 

the Samaritans w re accu of lighting beac n n the ill- tops on rong d te 

in order to bring about con!u ion, and make it im o ibl !or the Jew out ide 

of Palestine who relied on t e official ·gnal of the Jerusalern Sa e rin to 

fix the time of the new moon, and thu to keep th ir f stivals at the proper 

tim . "Originally th y u ed to light b aeon (to convey the news of th new month 

to J w outside Palestine ). hen the Cutheans ( amaritan ) adopte evil 

cour es , they made a rule that mes engers hould go forth. (Ro CJh Hashanah II, 1). 
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T 

I \ Rin. G of th man , <onHi ·tin> tr lition whi ·h ·i. t cl b -' t, n Ira] and Ju lah 1 I tct ~d: ''It i d·a1 thct w ar d lin~ h r " ·ith tu o I ·opl r wi h wo ~)roup of kin lt d trib wh whil ha in • 1 mot .. m mo1 i < fa mm n an · tr an l a r II of c mmon orioin in Ila 1 n an l th· • tit of a d it ' who wa ' 
uniqu I th ·i1 w 1 in Hhc1 ,,·a pr ·t li tin tin h ir hi tori · 

or R. \\. Livin~. t m >, in writi ( r 
mak • ilar v tion ab >ut th ·m: u h ultim t 

1 t1 >f • mm • hi o I th (71 k tat . indivi lua] livi l · la~, int th ir n iohJ or ·. Ptimc ri] am n 1 a partan n th ·nian Th 1 an and . < 11. S n ll h b Iono-. to on of th 1ival , n up. Ioni n , D ri n lian. Third! , and th t chi fl at th or at f ·· tiva]: at th n ti nal r Ii-, 
0-1 ti • ntr th Orac I of D lphi, and in tim . off r i ·n ir H n. h i a I k. •• :! 

R mblanc • ·tw • n th or0 ani,ati n of th an ·i nt H br w trib nd th· ail D ·lian an l D lphic amphic t '< ni of Gr ce hav al o l >t I b I r >f or oth n I th r . 
On of th ha1 p difl ·1 n< •. which • l l tw n I r 1 and Judah • n l th di p • I d ,n th ao lono aft ·r he th ha l. 

d th Ori inal Torah, fa millan o. 1 61, hap . > · ·. 
2 

Th ant of O ·ford, . 7 . 

00 



The Lunar and olar Calendar in Ancient I rael 01 

Th an i nt calendar of th H br \\: in Canaan wa lunar. 
Th y ar began in the autumn aft r th in°ath ·rin~ cf the har , t ­
i1.l':!'1 rle)i;,n-(Ex. 34: 22), or i1Jt!', Ji~~::-"at th nd of th y ar," 
or .. th ~oincr out of th y ar." Th lunar wa al o th .alcndar f 
tl Canaanite and th Babylonian . Th cal ndar , 1hich wa di -
·o red at Gez r in Pal tine, datin~ fr m appro im, t I th t nth 
c ntur ', b gin th ar ,rith th lat " harv t and f< ll w througJ 
with tl e arly and lat r plantinCT, th h in up of fla , , th harv t 
< f harl and ther harv t , th prunint">· of in , nd finaU I I h • 
o·atherincr of mum r fruit. 
' ' 

Th r w r tw Iv month to th ar and th ear c n. i d 
of :b4 da . Th fir t month wa ·al I d A.bib-:: :~ (E , . 1 ~r ). --1 h 
nam of th ·oncl, venth an l i~ h th m nth ar a 1 o , liven in 
th Bible-Ziv, T (I K. 6: 1 )-Ethanim, t'IJ ~ (I K. : 2) nd Bui , 
, :l (I K. 6: :l ). The fo- day of ach month, which wa • mark l 
l the app aranc f th n w moon (t!'1 ), ,va a holida . Lik the 
'abbath, it ,ra univ r all ob r d with c, ation f lab r and 

with . pecial c r moni u ·h a .. arrifi • and the bl wing of rum­
p . Tiu annual f . ti ,a] ~ nnec ed , ith th th • h rv '- t 
p riod w r al o • l brate 1. But their d t , w r n t ab olut I 
fi cl in the ·a] ndar. Th flu ·tuat l within a d ignat cl p ri l 
and w r kn wn a t:"' ~ 0-'·appointe l 

~\ctuall , no fix cl dat ar et in th old r ·od of ti P nta­
teuc h for th e thr annual f tiv 1 . Th F at of nl av n d 
Br a l, a cordincr to th Book of ti e Co nant, i t b • I brat d 
'\ t th appoint d tim in th montl of bib." ..... You h 11 
ke p th F a t of Harv t of the fir t fruit of our labor, f what 
ou m\ in th fi kl. You hall ke p th F a t of Jncrath rincr ~ t th 
nd of the ar." (E , . 2~r15-16). Sin ilarly in th Iittl Boo ' of 

th Cov nant, it i , o dain d tha 'Th F a t of nl aven d Brc ,d 
ou hall k ep ... at th tim appoint din th mon h bib .. • • 

You . hall oh r the F a. t of \V k , the fir t fruit of wh at 
harv t and th Fea t of Jncrath rino- at th ar nd" ( • 4: 1 -
22). So al D ut ronom : \.Ob r' th m nth of bib, and ke P 
th Pa v r to YHVH, your God .... You ·hall ount v n 
w k ... from th tim you fir t put th i kle to th tandino­
?"rain. Th n you hall keep the F a t of ,iV ek .... You hall 

3 Perhaps from the term ivo-to "fluctuate," to "vacillate.'' 
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k cp th • F •,. t < r Booth . : ·, en da . wh ·11 m1 mak our ino-ath-
ring fn m our thr hin~· Ho r and our wm -pr ' (D ut. 

1 G: 1- 1 :3) . 
The da , beg, n , ncl ·nded at :un-d w11. ~] h w • k con d of 

v n da , th : ) ·nth b ing th~ Sabbath Da -n:t:-•n Ci'-
da of r . t when all \\ork mu cca . 

But th • P ·ntatcuch al ha. r fer n ·e lo anoth r cal ndar, a 

.olar on·, one \\'hich began in the :prin~)· < f th ar. II Sam. 11: 1 

• t( t • C' :, _i1 ~ ~:& n ;;'7' i1.Jt:-•i7 n:. 1t!,• n, i1' - .. :\nd it ·am to pa , at 

th r turn of th· '·ar, i. ' ., at th comm n • "111 nt of th n w ar, 
wh ·n kino: oo forth to battl ." Th month f h ·ar " ·er 

' t 

count ·cl not from autumn hut from . pring. Th chron lo0 : of th 
Book of l ing. invariabl follow. a :imil r cal ndar. J r miah 36: 22 

al:o sugge:t: I hat the , ·ar "a. reckon cl fr m h pring: "It w 

in l h c 11 i 11 I h mo n r h, n cl l he king "'a: . i tt in g in th w i 11 I r ho u 

and th ·r \\'a:, fir · burning in th brazi r b for him." 

The '<., r n n:i:tecl or -~ >.1 da r.· and wa di id 1 into w 1 '" 
I an .· or month . . Earh month consist 'd or thirt cla an c tra da 
hcing add ·d e,·er third month. The months had n pccial nam . 
hut w TC number ·d. The <t began and nd ·d at dawn. 

\\ h w ·r • th r' two ,calcnclar? \Vhc1 and wh , wa. th , c nd 

on' in rodu ·eel? That an innovation wa. intr )due di . liarply and 

clramaticall I inclicat din F. .·odu 12: 1-2: ~, i7~0 'i~ ', ~.· 
t:J'i ~,, ii~-.·, c t:-·,n t!t'~ c:, iiii1 t:-•,n;, :ir-~, tJ'i~~ r,~:J jii7t'\ 

:i1Je'i1 41 t,•1m .. YH\ H ·aid to J\Io and • arm in th land of 
Eg pt: 'This month (::.~::.~) ·hall l c for ou th b g·innino- f 
me nth,; iL . hall b th fir. I 111011th of h ar for ou.t Th 

p ·01 I are told that h rcaftcr th mu t r ·~, rd A.bib a th fir t 

month of the ·ear. Pre umabl thi .· wa: ad partur from , hat wa 
th ace 'P cl u. ag ~ up t th n. Th is wa a n , or linanc d Jib r­
at I announcing c n w caJcndar, introducino· a n w time r ·kon­
ing and a 11 w ·ra. 

l\lan I ·opl ,_. throughout hi tor adopt d n w cal ndar to 
mark . >med ·ci ·iv 'V "llt in th -' ir hi t r ·,apolitical or o ·ial r \'O­

lution, a me m ·ntou \ ictor or the birth of a o-r at r 1i~riou 1 ad r. 
~ l J 

Thu : th Roman dat cl th ·ir cal ndar from th founding of th ir 
it . Th Cliri tian and I hamm dan r 1 i o i 11 both in trod need 

n w ca] ncl r:. l h r nch R volu i n adopt >cl a n w r "publi ·an 
cal ndar and gav n w 11am ·: lo th tw lv m nth of th ::> y ar. Al 1 
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ofli ial national r koning_· ,\ a th r aft r 1 1, d " , cordin l th • 
u ~ 

new cal ndar. Th n w ·al nda did not alwa ,. comp] l l , di:-
plac the ol l on -any m r a , that th • cal ·11<lc r which ,, a in­
troduced followin°· th ... \m ri ·an R v lution and whi l ct t ·cl all 

ffi ·ial pap r from th ,e r of th D cL ration of It l l ·ndenc 
ha di plac d th ·ivil (Cini tian) ·al ndar whi ·h ·ontinu to I • 
mu e. 

The ·hanff in th H br w ·al ndar i a · ·o ·ial d i1 E . 1 2: 1- 2 

with ~Io an l th Exodu . Th Bnai I ra 1 fl ·d fr m· E~) 'I t in 
the prino-. The ev nt mark d r r th m th 1 •0 innin • of th ·ir his-

'" ' ' 
tory a fre p pl . Th y in ·titut cl a night He Iida ' Pa. ov -r-

e 1 t,j'lt:' 7'17-to ·omm moratc that vent for 11 futur g n ration . 
For hunclr cl of year th r , lt ·r th <lat · f th _, E odu: mark 'd 
f r them th o o·innino· ol all th ir fficial chr noloff . Thu , wh ·1 

centuri lat r th T mpl o Solomon wa. built in J ·rmal m, th • 
Chronicl r r • ·ord : ' In th four hun lr d nd >iohti th ·' ar aft ·r 
th p opl of I ra 

I 

l • ame out of th ]and ( Eg pt, in th four h 
year of olomon' r ign ov r I. ra, ], in th month of Ziv which i, the 
econd m nth h b gan to buikl the Hou of YIIVH. '' (I K. 6: 1). 

\Vhen, un 1 r Jo hua, th Bnai I Ta I r tcr d Cane an the ' . io·­
naliz cl th o ·ca ion b inau, Ttratino~ an olhcial n w ' re . Th· H ·­
br w ,vho had b n liYin~Y in C n at right alon()" and had never 
rron d ,rn to Eg pt, and w r not among lhu, w h w re man-
·i pat d, undm btecll had h n r ·km ing th ' ir tim • th • ."uue \\ a ' 

a th Canaanit did. Th oh. n · cl a ] unar 1 
-' c r. Th < onquer­

inff Bn i I rael announ • cl that h n • forth th n ' L month of the 
·' a w uld b nol in autumn but in th ", prin~>·. Furth rmore, the 
ear would fo1low a o1ar cal n lar . uch a th , n l th ir ance.' tor. 

lad b n ac ·u. tomed to ob rv for g n ration. in E~ 'I t. 
The Eo ptian at first durinO' th protod na. tic p io l had n n 

mpl ed a lunar cal ndar, but Ion? b -- for th • I-I br ·,v. cam to 
◄ ~ pt, a . lar ·al nclar had b n int due cl po. ibl ' at th • 1 egin­
nincr of th third mil] ·t ium, B. ... h • r con i. t 1 of nv ·lv • 
month of thirt cla . ach. Lat r th Cc 1 ndar wa corr ctcd h he 
addition f five da at th ncl of Lh tw ,lfth month-making :~f>r, 
da in all. Th da , wa. from :un-ri. to . un-ri: . Th > r ar 1 eg n 

with th fir. t ign of th annual ir undati n of th ii in th 

4 Parker, Ri hard ., Th Cnlendar of Ancient Egypt ' ni\'. of hi a o Pi • ·. , 

1950, p. 5 If. 
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prino- of th y ar. The month had no name , but were num­
bered.5

• 6 

The olar cal ndar ,, hid the Bnai I rael brought , ith them 
from Egypt b am th offi :ially a • pted calendar for all the tribes 
when th ,v r unit d und r ti monar hy. The ew Year for 
the Court and th latino- f all flicial tate do ument and de ree 
be~an in th pring. Th Mi hna pre r e thi fact when it de-
lare : " h r ar four Ro h Ha hana : on the fir t of Ni an is the 

w Y ar for king and th f ti al. (i .. , th equen e of the three 
f tival -Pa ov r, Shabuot, Sue oth whi ·h are to be obser d in 
th fir t, third and e enth month .) (Ro h Ha hanah I, 1 ). 

But th old r lunar cal ndar did not di appear. Th ne, cal­
endar nev r quite di plac d th old, e p ially among the Judean 
who did not . har th Exodu " p n n • f th Bnai I rael and 
had not, at any tim us d a olar alendar. Th y ontinued to 
r ckon th h ginnin~· of th ear from the lo e of the harve t ea-
on in autumn and t fi th ir f ·tival on the ha i of the lunar 

cal ndar. 
\Vh n the Jud an. w re exiled to Bah 1onia th y found th m-

lv am n~ a p opl whi ·h aL u. d th lunar calendar. B fore 
long th ya lopt d h Bab Ionian nam of them nth and while 
retainino- th official equ ru·e of th month , hi ·h the Bnai I rael 
had introclu • cl wh n th nt r d Pal tin they continued to 
regard the v nth month ncm ca11 d Ti. hri as th beginning of 
the year. Thu Ezeki 1, r ei ino· hi vi ion in Babylonia and ·are­
fully dating ch on f th m, till retain th number qu nee 
of th month , i .. , fir. t, • cond, third tc. but one month, the 
e enlh i not o d => , i~nat d, but i. r f rr d to a th month which 

b gin th w Y ar-(Ez. 40: 1) C'Ni~ Jn 7J7 n.lt!' t=n~n, t:'iC'i':J 
. c, n, , c·;.:. .iilc>i1 

\Vh n th J uck~c n.· r turn cl lrom ·apt1vit they made the 
1 unar ca] ndar th official calendar of th p opl , fixing ti e date 

5 he I ra lite car on ·i ·tccl f 364 <la . . Th re wa need, of cour c, to corre t 
the diff r n between th 64 -da ·ear and the r al solar y ar of 36[> day:. The 
cliff n e in fort 1-nin ar would amount to fortv-ninc tla • •. Ac or<li11glv , a 
pe ial " 'ear ," onsisting of fort ·-ni 1e da • - a Jubil c ' Ycaa-- wa introdu ed. ' 

6 e ol mon Z ·itlin, TJu, Ri. e and Fall of the Judnm Slate, 1962, pp. :.? 16 1 . 

The Jubilee Y ar wa: a 1 'orth ·rn in titution and f 11 into tli:u • when the kingd m 
of I rael wa: dc:tro ed . The RL bbi tl hi.red that the Jubilee Year was oh. en cd 
on) ' a long a, all the 1Wl' l1 e tribe Ji,e<l in Pale line, i. >. , up lo the tlcslructio11 of 
I rael in 722 ('i\.rak. 32 b). 
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of all th· annual f tival. ac ·ordingl and ofli · i( ll cl ~cJarin, th· 
fir t of Ti hri a. i1.lt!'i1 ~~ th b 0 innino- of th ar. '\\ hil th· ' ,.., 
P ntat u ·h nowh r tat that th fir.t la of Ti ·]ni mark d th 
b o-innin, of h \\ Y ( r-that it a ·tuall wa. Re h Ila han h­
th da i call 1 t:-•i1 ~ i;O i1:,' .n j ; i ~ :t'- "a da of. >I n n r t, 
a m morial prod a in d with hla t f trum1 t:-a hol c onv : -
tion' (L . 2 . : 24)-an l whi] • a lat ·h ·mic h the 
fir t of Ti hri i . till not l , i, n, t d a Ro ·h lla. lumah th • 1 ~rin-
ning of th y ar but on I . t!' 1 C - a H l D( ' ( h. : 2), , 
in l d v ·ry n , ' mo n wa. o re~)·ard l it i. cl ·ar, how v .r that 
the ver it O lino· out of th fit .. t da of th . cvnll I, m nth indicat • • . ' 
that it mark d th a ·tual b innit ~- c t th ·ar. 

Th • I ra lit and th ·Jud ·ans -c I ·brat· I th ir < nnual har •. t 
f ti al at differ nt tim lu no doubt t > th ·ir ,.., ·or,raphic Jc ca­
ti n . Harv . tim in th no th of Pal tin i. a} out a m nth lat r 
than in th >t1Lh. h Harv . L f tival. \V r an-ordin~l] • 1 ~-
brat d a m mth lat r. J roboam th hr. I Kin, >f I ra I, ft h 
had t up th \\' > ra)v : f gold in B ti I and Dan w nt up to 
. acri fie at th altar in B ~th I on th {Ht ~rn h da of th • r~igh th 
month (Sue ·oth) "Like un o th 1· a1<,t that i, i1 Judah" (on th~ 
fifteenth day of th venlh m nth),. : . ding to th 1thor ol 
I K.12:g~3,thi wa · adat whichJ robJam "hall l fhi ov1 
h art." (1~? t{1=. it!t•K c,in~) But J rohoam , a undoubt dly fol-
Im in~ th agricultu al ·u. tom >f th >rth \ hi ·I alwa ·el 
br t l Su -coth in th ei rh t /J month. 

\Vb nth kingdc m of 1.-ra >f wa 1 . tr> d tt mpt , r mad 
b . om of th kin~> . >f Judah to win ba ·k, at I a t t r 
·onformit th I ra lit . wh ha l nc L l n d port 1. Th 

invit cl to ·om to J >ru ·al m c c l brat th nnual 
f ti al . But th cal "11 lar \\a · d arl a tum bl in bl ck to the 

-c ptanc of u ·h in itation . ~I hu. H z kiah ac r lin~ to th 
Chroni ·I r (II Chr. 30) •. nt to all I. ra 1 and Judah and , rot 
1 tt r to Ephraim and ana h that th hould om to the 
Hou of th • Lord at J n1 alem t k p th Pa ov r unto th 
Lord th • (,od of I rae1. h King had tak n oun I, and hi 
prin • , an I al I th ·c ngr ..,;ation in J >n1 al m, to k p the Pa -
o r in th , c01ul month." Th> r a on \ hi ·h i iv n for the po t­
pon ment of the f .ti al of Pa · o r to th nd month i that 
th prie t had not anctifi d th m I e in uffi i nt numb r, 
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n ither had tl p pl ~·ath r d th n o-eth r in J ru al m. 
Th r al rea n wa pr b bl the cl ir to a · omm dat th 

rth rn r who had b n in th habi of • 1 bratin° Pa r m 
the on l m 1 th. ~Io t of th I raelite "lau0 h d h Kino-' m -
. n r o . • n ar l m ·k d th m." . m a pt cl th invitation 
and did t J ru l m. 

KinO' Jo iah al o app a t hav in it d th p opl of I ra I 
to j in with th p op1 of Judah in th l bration of the Pa o r, 
for th Chroni ·I r r port th pr . nc of I ra lit at th • l bra­
tion. But in h da , • of Jo. iah, mor than h H a c ntury lat r it 
\\a no lonn rd m d n c . a t hif th da a m nth lat r in 

rd r to ·c mmo l t th rorth n r . Pa ov r w ac ·ordin~·1 ' 
• I brat l on th fourt nth da r f th fir l m nth (II Chr. ~ ,): 1 ). 

Th I ra lit n v r 11 abandoned th ir own cal ndar and 
n v r a ·c pted th .. lunar ·al n lar o( Jud a which upon th r turn 
from th It. h 101 ian ·il b c m th on auth nti • a] nd r of 
th r r • l • mmunity. Th r 'W r , of cour , m n I ra Ii m 
the r tor d Jud an ommunity a th r had b . n in Jul a in the 

ntur pr c din~ th xile (II Chr. ~ o: 2 ~)- Th al 1 dar confli t 

p r i t cl. Th rth rn r lung to th solar ar. 
h al n lar ·ontro r. r, of c urs , brouo-h int qu ti n th 

act da , of all he holida , , ·or in a olar ar f twelv month 
of thirt da the annual f ti a] would 
fall on th the \\' l from , ar to r. Thi would n t 

b true in th a o a lunar , ar of 4 da -tw Iv month o 
l v nt -nin and a hal da '· -with a I p r of thi t n m nth 

r third or f urth 1 r. Thu what w uld b reo-ard d a. a 
a r d da r b th who follow cl th ffi ·ial ]unar cal ndar, ould 

b ju t anoth r ular , • rkday f r ho who follov ed the olar 
l ndar. h alidit of th f ti al ,vhi h w r brou0 ht 

in th pl would qui naturall ·ha11 no-ed b tho e 
l\ h • l that th a rifi • w r brou~·h 01 th wrono- da . 

Th orm f ontrov r in p t- iii tim i full refl t d 
in th Book f Jubil (Chap. 72- 2) and e] \\ h re. Prof or 
Zeitlin' con lu ion that h B k of Jubil "wa ,Hitten b a 
man, or a hool of m n wl o pp l man of the p ntat u hal 
law and tr dition " and that ' it wa writt n durincr th pr -
H 11 ni ti · p riod wl n it • u]d b hop d tha oppo 1U n to th 
P ntateu h -would 1 b wh ll fu il m to b , 11 tab-
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li. hd.' h Bok<fJulil ·. liff1 . h(1pl · ot Lh m ( tHt fth · 

cal 1 dar. In, II lik lih0< 1, th auth >r ,.( an I:ra ·lit · "ho cluu~, 

to th ·. < nh ·rn ol,r l, I ·n lar-c , r ol t,\ ·I\'~ month < f thi1t • 

da ' a ·h with an al lition I cla ' added at th · 11 l of • ·1 thir l 

m n h , n akin? h n i t < f ~~ >4 k or >2 " • ·k: . 
In ti B ok of Jubil • . ' oah ~) i • •' cl "r in Lru ·tion. t< h1 

• ndan : .. \n 1 • mm nd th >u th · ·hil I ra ·I that th e, 

ob: rv th '·ar. ff >r lit , to thi . r • ·k nin ....,-~ 4 lay , and (the ·) 

wilJ ·on titut ~ a compl ' t • '·ar., ncl th · \\'ill not di. turh it tim • 

from its l ' an l fr m it. f ·(. t · : fr , · 1 ·thing will f II out in 

h ma ·c r lin~)· to th ir t ... tin1< n < n l th · \\ill n t I · • out an, 

la nor li . tur1 t f, ·t. ·. Bu if I ' don · I , ·tan 1 le not ob-, 
rv th m a(cordin t > thi . omman Im ·nt , th en th I will di . turh 

all th ir . a. on: at d th 'Ctr. will h di I dg l from thi • ( >r l ·1) , 

[and th will di. tur1 th : , n . an 1 th · ar. ,, ill be li , I> lged ] 

and h will n °1 ct th ·ir r linanc . . . \n l all tl chi] lr ·n of ..., 
I rael , i11 for~· t, an l will not find th I ath o f th · T " ll and will 

f rg- t th n ·w moo n , a ud .T . :on., nd . , bh . th . 1 at cl th • \\' ill go 

wr mo· as to all ti onl r of lhe r1 ·ar· . h,r I know, nd from h ·nc ·-
~ 

for h wi]] Id · ·Jar it unto thee n d ·1 is not of m • o\\'n d ·,i:ing; 

for th Book (I ic:) \Tilt ·n h ·f ff m , c m l ( 11 i he h ·a, ·11' tab] ·t 

th cli\'i. i n )f la . i. or l, in 1 I . t th · forget th · !'ca t. of th · 

C nant and ,\'alk ac • >r lin~, to th · fca . t • ,r th · C, ·ntil • aft r 

th ir rror an l after tl ·ir i~> noranc . F< r l her · wi I) I • 1 ho. • who 

wi 11 a urecl I mak h moc n - h >W (it li. turl 

th . a. on a1 d com : in fl om ·c, r to ' ·ar t ·n da '. to > . on. h r 

thi a. on th '·ar. will < m • up n them wh n th · will Ii tu11 

(th rd r) nd mak at ab011i1 ( b] ( la ) th Da ' >f T ._ timon 1 

and an uncl an le a I •, :t Da 11 l th ·v will c nfouncl. II th 
I 

da , , th hot with th · un ·f ·an and the undean la with the 

hol ; for th will g< wron° a. to the month and ·ahhath . < nd 

fat · an l jubil .. • . . :F >r thi . 1 ·a: m I ornm, nd ( nd l<: tif to th '· 

that thou m e t l •. til ' to th m; lor alt 1 th · 1 ath th · c hi] lr ·n 

will li . turl (th m) , the t th ' will not mak h '·, r thr • • h m ­

dr d and :i ' L -four da .- onlv. and for thi: rca:01 lh • will !!"O 
I I, 

wron~ a. t >th , n w moot.' an l . ~a. on 11d : , bf ath and I \ tival., 

and th will ct all kin l: I hloo l with all kin l • of (1 h." 

In th Bo k >f • no ·h ( p ·ci ( ll • i1 cha1 ·r 72 ( 2- th ",. tro­

., The Booh of ]ubil , J.1 .R. p. 1 . 
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nomical" • :ti n)-on fin l th . am in i. t n on th olar ·al­
ndar a th onl tru • on : " n l th un nd th tar b1in in 
11 th a< tl . o that th d not dvanc or th ir 

p 1t10n a in~> I da unt it . But < mpl t th 
p rf t ju ti t in :{ >4 cla • (Ch, p. < 2)." 

It ha n . IH "n th t umran h Id th B k 
of Jul ii • high r gt 1 I. l th al n lar 1 d 
r k fn m m ri h ba ·i • diff in th ·al u-
lation of th • I net r cau l th • m n l r f t1 t t "ith Ira, · 
from th 1 mpl and it. ult. Th with lraw l did no r ult from 
th ir pp ition to th ff ·1 ino- f a -rifi , in prin ipl i oft n 
upp 1 but from th fa ·t th , t th d t in " ·hi h th h Iida • 

w r fi ' d in th ·mpl < f J ru I m ,\. r • tho in whi h all 
I ra l w 1 in n r. " 

h Pa ov r L t er whi ·h wa fom d amon th Eliphantin 
Pap ri m , 1. r ·f1 • ·t th rp • n ,\'hi ·h i t d in th 
fifth C ntut r B . . L ' ·ith r f r nc to th da ol 
holi la . In·tt u ) th J , •i _· h militar ~:rarri on m 

liphantin • to a • n th fourt nth la of 
.. i n. "L t thi Dari 

\ 11 11 t1I l tl1 t1tl1 -1~· >f tl1 in ir1 
u< h a matt r? Di 1 1 ot ommunit kn w about 

P r. P 'm\l • 1uit c< rr ti a k: .. ,va thi om-
munit whi ·h 1 a t m1 l an 1 off r d alu 
i t of th t f J wi h nation 1 f th 
n brat I i ? ' 10 

\ ar b ·Ii · tha th r Ii i u nth 1 iti in 
Judea nt th in tnt ·ti n a11 , tatin~· that th w r author-
iz cl b th P r ian ~ >v ~rnm nt in ord rt ir ur that th J wi h 
( 1 ri n w ul l 1 ·1 Pa. )\' r on th ~ ·t lat ,\ hi h ,\'a ap­
pro cl b th m an l not on an th r dat . h Jud an auth r-
1t1 wi h lton k th ircal ·ndat tanlardf rail] w thr uh ut 
th P ·r ian Empir . It i lik "l that th >ri~·inal ttl r f liphan-
tin cam fr m . rth 1 n I 1 a 1 n b I 1 th Bab Ionian il 
an 1 r t in 1 th ol r cal n l 1 and th dat of th f ti al ba d 
m tha al nd r. 

al , 1ar ·a "'I h al • R k nin of th · 
D " J ew o/ ma , I , pp. 161, 177. 

t from th Ju<l an 

hi ) II. T ar f the r i ,p n .. ~. 
10 , ramaic PajJJ 1 i of ift h ntury B . ., 
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h .. ama1~itan , lurin~· th S «md Comm 1n , alth , h 
laim l dir :t d . • nt from th an ·i nt I Ta lit, ·, rl mg t > th· 

P nta uh r v rd~[> · : nd a. patrioti · ' · 01th ·1n •r. ''dcim d 
hat th futm w u I l b a d ct nt f J d not 

ofD id,a ti . mai1tain ·d,h ldfa. tto ·t(al nla1 whi ·h 
liff r I , T atl • on • , re I l cl l th • r • t of th J ·w. . he 
lat < f th ir • • iff " t l. Onl ' in th · 1 1att r of th · lat ol 

th c untin~· >f th r r di l ti • • a, T • ·-a1 d that ,, ith th · adclu-
• n ·al n lar. h ' (ount .d th ' Om ·r fiom th · . unda • f II )win,-
th fir t . abbath of Pa ·. c \' r . > that th Fat >f P 11t ' ( t ah\'a 
f ll 01 a . un 1 

Th .. am rit, n traditi m maintain. that th ·ir n I ·nda • va. . 
abli h d b ' I hin , . an H din~> to th a. ll nomi , I cal ulation f 

ti m ridianof ntG 1i im. 11 

B cau. of th ir . h rp opp . ition t th · . andar 1 :al ·n lar of 
th J w , th Sa11aritan w 1 " an u: ·cl cf li~htin~ h ·a<on on th 
hill-t< p on \\Ton~,. lat '-'. i1 onl "l t > hrin rr a·t, nt nfu i m , an l 
ma k it i 111 p< . i b I f r l h . • • f pal . ti 11 \\' h > r I i ' } 0 ll 
th offi ·ial ignal of l h . J drin t ft. · th im of th • 
n w 1 100n an l th u to • • ls at lh I 101 ·r t im . 
"Orio-in 11 , th , u • d to • ac ·( n '· th < I th 
n w man h to J "' out i, l I e . th Auth an ari-
tan. ) a lopt d il c ou . th mad a ru I • r) at m • houl l 
o forth." 




