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skills or vocations, some aged and infirm, to rebuild their lives and to become
integrated into the economy of the ploneering country. F¥rom all accounts, an
incomparably fine job has been done by the young state in meeting the enormous
problems with which this immigration has taxed it. You will have an opportunity
to see it all with your own eyes. But many more Jews are destined to come and
the financial burden of bringing these immigrants to Israel and of helping them
to establish themselves, is not and should not be the sole responsibility of the
people of I1srael, but of the Jews the world over. It is our responsibility!

The State of Israel must industrialize on a larger scale if it is to absorb
many more people. This is the only way it can''enlarge the place of its tent

and stretch forth the rmrtﬁ; |u;l Ftrﬁi\n LM. too, is our respoasibility.

Clearly, there is mugjigtﬂl}yhﬁ | must be made strong, strong

o '_ -.-*’ - 'I'I-.
enough to withstand pl‘ill\l_:f,)&ﬁ strong htd
go there, or those who will have to go there, strong enough to fulfill its cdestiny --

.ﬁ;nrh those who will wish to

that of a emall country which is to be made great by the intellectual and epiritual
enterprise and the social vision of its people.

We must carry on until the foundations of lsrael are securely laid -- until
its walls and bulwarks are made strong and until the land finds rest from its
enemies. We must carry on until the winter is past and the flowers appear on

the earth, and the time of singing is come.
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ZIONIST DRG.&NIEAT];:OI:T_ _<CfI:INVENTIDN IN
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
July - 1963

This is the first time that the Zionists of America are met in convention
here in Israel, the state which they helped to bring into existence and which they
have helped to maintain through the years since its establishment.

We are humbly grateful that a kind Providence has prospered the work of
our hands and the hands of all our people everywhere, especially the hands of our
brothers here in Israel who labored day by day in its upbuilding, and who fought
valiantly in its defence - - 'F:.{' NA El C 1178 o ch{f -- What the eyes are
able to behold -- rejoicest the heart, Lift up your eyes then and see what our

vl and sacrifice have achieved.

people has wrought! What fa}ilfh qnﬂl courage, what
X Y LIC .
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Look upon Zion, the city of our gathering -
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eyes behold Jerusalem, a peaceful habitation -- ‘.ﬁ j;hell?in MI{&.'I..!\-- And by

\ F__ma“" ! l’u.g -i'!l_él_'lJ—— Let your

the grace of God and the vi.gila.m:.;-.. ui’ our people it shall be a tent that shall never be
moved -- -é.g L] r"n‘ E\ﬁ,—-; its stakes shall never be plucked up -- "‘f_ﬂlf f'_i-'
D-—g.,'i !lJ’h‘i-.hI -- neither shall any of its cords be broken -- - IIFP ) £y
Wy = -

It is well, my friends, that we should rejoice in what has been achieved.
Such moments have been all too rare in our history. Time and again, the locust
devoured the harvest of our planting and the fallen was greater than that which
remained standing.

It is well, tpo, that we should think and plan for the work which lies ahead.

!’, i & Nbaa
History knows of néliﬁtarrrﬁnals , only of stations in an unending march of destiny!




But as we rejoice in the present and as we think of the future, it is also
important for us Zionists to remember the past, to look back over the road which
we have traveled, the obstacles which we encountered, the challenges which we
facéf'and our real achievements. We should do this, not only that we may ex-
perience a justifiable pride in what we have accomplished, not only to set the
record straight for future generations -- C__} L_!'::? la (€31 f‘iﬂ/:- but that

W 11 o d
we draw strength and inspiration for the necessary work that lies ahead.

It is a favorite pastime these days to re-write history. This is practiced

in countries much larger than Israel. Regimes which suddenly come to power

would like to focus the spot-light of history exclusively upcn themselves. There

ol s = 2.
is always léfe danger which Bbmb’{}f th‘q tribes of

experienced in the days of Jﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ.lt "t‘ha.t our ?&n may not say to our children

in time to come: you have ‘.nl::- pnrﬁ,un in tlTe Lordii«.

P
It is important to call attention to theﬂf-hm-ﬂa facts of our recent history, 9?( s
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that the State of Israel is the achievement not of this or that segment

of our people, not of this or that party, not of this or that personality, but of our
people as a whole. The Jewish people built the State of Is rael. The loyal men,
the men of unshak en faith amundcur people, those whom we were once proud to

{
call Zionists, they, in many parts of the Diaspora, ﬂtraug!{_lang-ﬂuffaring years,
by their vision, courage, sacrifices and perseverance, lzid the foundations of tke
State of Israel.

The young generation in Israel and those who will come after them should

O Ifus s
be taught this glorious chapter in our natmnal rembirth - - the heroic enterprise
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of a whole peoplé /ﬁ; slavery but struggling to freedom, a homeless and
wandering people, achieving ﬁ hgmenland -- lest they lose spiritual and emotional

contact with the Jewish people outside of Israel, lest they become, in a real sense,

Lo Wonrell  fapus MﬂmﬁK: o
disinherited. This waulq:i be much more helpful than the unsolicited lectures,

A O LTS - 51 o .,j'l.r

scoldings and admonitions wh::h; re cted towards American Zionists,. accasienally

Car t ’k‘&jﬁ-‘ .:..l.ulﬁs_.—u Err‘ih-‘-"—-—i-r
~ewvaneted from Ma ere. Whileslwy are probably intended for home consumption,
nevertheless they produce nothing but irritation a.nd resentment abroad. It were
La®a '%—F f 1 1 ’u'-'q.
better by far if the youth of Israel Mof all of us as one people, sharing a
common history and a common distm}r, and working as one family for the commeon

good,

Among the Jewish cqr{:nqmln s of f.he o i h ' .:elpad decisively in the
YW A1O CHIY

EWiﬂh community of the

Lot Lar

United States, whose meqrt ripfas’pphh es are _ atphere l:hu wael.

From the moment tha.t it became clear that Great Britain would never

consent to a Jeﬁhh state in Palestine, that it was hopeles s to :&umw
that weary, unavailing diplomatic tread-mill, and that &J;D}.:t::ilﬁ b;tﬂe grnund_
had definitely shifted from London to Washington and Lake Success, the major
responsibility for the success of the Zionist program rested with the Jews of the
United States.

It became clear to the Zionists of America that the large and influential
American Jewish Community would now have to assume the major responsibility
for the conduct of our Movement, that it would have to be mobilized and alerted

for the culminating political effnrtfnuw that the end of the war was approaching.

wf -
If we failed now, then the battle wﬂd:d:hu lost -- and who knows for how long ?
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}\we proceeded on three fundamental premises. First, that our cause was
just, incontestably just. We could, therefore, tell our story frankly to all men
of good will in our country -- regardless of class, political party or religious
affiliation. We could appeal to their sense of justice and their humanity. It should

not be too difficult to tell our story to the American people at a time when America
was waging a war in behalf of human rights against the very Nazis who were seekirg

to exterminate cur people and were driving hundreds of thousands of them out upon

'fr.} (252
the broken highways of wandering and homelessness. It was clear ﬁ that we mus t
(UMY
first win the active support and sympathy of the American pauplef it we comta Wi P

persuade our government, whére we were confronted with a State Department which

harbored a sizeable core of ant.l 'L|'1¢mat officials, &nd wif
{ =
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attitude remained contlnuuuﬁl].r shruudea in an
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we masst first win over the ﬁmﬂrﬁm \Fﬂrﬂpla;

P NE

one of our Z. 0, A, vaenunns PTlDI‘ tn the establishment of the State:

"With all my supreme admiration for the great personalities who are our
friends, and with full realization of the significance of great personalities in the
world crisis today, 1 still say to you what the psalmist said long ago: '"Al tivtechu
bi-neddivim'' -~ '""Put not your trust in princes,..™ -{.:_‘

Mt the future of our Movement in the sole keeping of individuals, however

friendly, however great. Appeal to the masses of the peoplelwt talk to the
whole of America; make [riends everywhere; carry on an active educational pro-

paganda in your circle, within the sphere of your influence, among your own friends.
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That wﬂ! be :I:eﬂei__cted in the higher political circles. t will guide thesn, —Tat
-QF‘.&.IL‘-”;' J’{J f;J--.‘r-"L* TV AN A s 1..'-r-.n"-"lr ' \
will sustain them when they come to make important decisions which may involve

America's participation in the ultimate solution of the Palestine problem. "

The second premise upon which we proceeded was that it was either now or
never. The hour of decision was rapidly approaching. We had reached the critical
cross-roads in our history. We, therefore, had to throw in everything we had, all
of our power, all our resources, all our reserves. This was to be the erucial
battle. There was nothing to lose now but our illusions. Hitler was brutally and

systematically destroying European Jewry. England was waging war upon sur

WD LIC
VWV 1O
to perish in the Strumas, or to languish o

and inhumanity, of ct}n:ant;lal:.nﬁi}% fea{qps %, che mbers,—there was but-ene-hope—

left for-ouF distraught pe —and-th frée—and-independent-homeland-for—
¥ P
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immediacy and of driving urgency must,=thiEy@ere; inform all our activities :k'_ﬁe
simply must not lose the historic moment,

And the third premise upon which we proceeded was that the American
Jewish community itself had to be aroused to exert itself to the utmost and to work

in every direction gt not merely for an increased number of certificates for

refugees tlhn-ulgrui:d be admitted into Palestine, but for a Jewish State. The root

of our millenial tragedy was our national homelessness. There is but one solution

for national homelessness. That is a natimal home. Our people must not be




e

deflacted from this main objective. It must not accept maxe-shift compromises
under the spurious appeal not to divide the household of Israel over the issue of a
sovereign Jewish State, -l
Lo “ow UMJA}_.,M ’

The major battle over this issue took piace}&t e American .TBWiBh Conference,

"? .E:L]i_f-l (T _"é’\“ o

which met in the summer of 1943, It was the first democratically efected bud?’h {
u@i:h in its campusitimﬂrepreaanted the totality of American Jewry -- Zionist
and non-Zionist alike. The principle issue at this conference was whether to adopt
or reject a resolution favoring the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth in
Pal estine. After prolonged and un-repressed debate, the delegates voted almost

unanimously in favor of the Jewish Commonwealth Resolution. There were only

four dissenting votes out of a total of morﬁ

_-- hundred. The Zionist Movement

could now speak with auﬂmr\é Lla*tgw] Amm [1C Afc ﬂ'~'§E5 and zovernment in the name

of the entire American J ewmh.@ammmtty. w

| "_"‘

To win the support of 'tixé' 'Kﬁ'm'r:.can pﬁopla- and government, the American
Zionist Emergency Council, which represented all Zionist bodies in the United
States, then launched a Rati:n'fw{de public relations program. Able and dedicated
men, some of them exceptionally gifted in their several fislds, were quickly mar-
shalled into service. Headquarters were established in New York and Washington.
Effective units were organized in every principle city in tke United States. A
special Pro-Palestine Committee of outstanding Christian clergy and laymen was
formed. A nation-wide campaign of education through books, lectures, magazines,

and radio broadcasts was inaugurated. Numerous conferences, and literally

thousands of meetings were held in all parts of the country. Mass demonstrations
A € Wi f’t_u- oo, V_}'f._r ). b L’l‘"‘b ‘J {. %_L*/
%ﬁaﬂ 'l.] ? 'SIJ' G =) Do, u J iiai-.q..—,,!J g [J ) }1

Ur“zf‘fﬂ*‘i\ . V ~ C'uv‘hgle'fli W; { \!L > h sk
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( Congressmen and Senators in their several states. Many State Legislatures were
induced to adopt pro-Palestine Resolutions and to forward them to Washington. We
simply knocked at every door -- the Conventions of both political parties which were
moved to include a pro-Palestine Resolution in their national platforms; the Halls
of Congress where a pro-Palestine Resolution was introduced and finally adopted.
We knocked on the doorsof the State Department and of the White House. We
enlisted the active support of key people in every walk of life, authors, journalists,
columnists, educators, CI::arg“ political leaders -- people who heretofore had been -

indifferent to our cause_.__]ﬁ!" pent endless hours with ministers and ambassadors

of foreign states who were members of the United Nations and arranged for important |

17T T
contacts to be made with thé.i}t‘ ﬂc;qrﬁfin,_ﬁlum

r"-r '\-u 4 m— i f |
In this we were assiaj:eﬂﬁy ;hg “con cur:wlgr of the members of the

American section of the .Tew:ﬁh'ﬁ'gﬂm:-:?, and their very able professional assistants. .

They-made-importani-contacts-with the representatives of member states in the
T

United Netions-and prepared valuable data for presentation to the Security Council

and Assembly of the United Nations. 4
If we finally succeeded in rauading our governms=nt to endorse the F547
'tu\tir L o e VSV LY. "'E
Resolution g o the United Nations wiech favur.d/ the establishmant of an independent
Jewish State in a part of Palestine -- it was the result of this massive and sustained
effort on the part of thousands upon thousands of dedicated men and women, working

under the guidance and leadership of the American Zionist Emergency Council.

It was the result of the friendly and sympathetic American public opinion which j).{

\
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Eﬁlﬁnauy aroused and made vocal.
When four months later, and as a result of pressure from the oil interests

and other bodies hostile to our cause, an a.ttampt was mads to scrap the United
.J',-_uJ l. hoar R

Nations November Resolution which
£

(te, and

to replace it with a new trusteeship over Palestine, when our Administration
sharply reversed itself and actually requested the summoning of a special session
of the Assembly of the United Nations to reversedts November Resolution -- and
when our work had to be begun all over again -- it was again these same wcrkers,
using the same techniques of education, appeal and persuasion, who returned to

their tasks with redoubled energy and detnfmma.tian m and _whn

'.|"| AL A
finally succeeded in inducing our government ¥os at oM,
YWY W10 el
and to give de facto re cognition to the-State of when the Israeli proclaimed
ke .'-l'.__ _,_-. ! .-_' " o
it on May 15, 1948, Q) /2\5) X

it should, therefore, never be forgotten that it was American Jewry, rising
magnificently to the challenge of the hour, which was responsible for the v1ctunﬂs
i
in Washington and i Lake Success -- not the intervention of some :;-e ;.v.ré;m: was
smuggled in one day into the White House through a back door, and who by the
magic of his personality won over the President of the United States

mmmrﬂiw W{,m &-ﬁ

and presto, it was all done. This and sim s are a naive'and fanciful

reconstruction of history. l%

The final valid,ati.ng seal upon these political victories which were won
R
was set by theli Hitary victories of the greatly out-numbered and poorly equipped
fighting forces of the Israeli themselves -- the Tz'va Haganah Le-Yisrael. Without

their victories, our political victories would have been in vain, without our

victories their military victories would probably also have been in vain.
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All this should be remembered ;.B we face the future. For while the
primary Zionist objective has been achieved, and the State of Israel is an
accomplished fact, the need for defending it politically and militarily will

never dismppear, at least not in our generation. Israel will not be able to

escape the political tensions and pressures of the region of the world of which

it is a part. Danger lurks upon its borders, among its turbulent Arab neighbors.
Our work is not over by any means, and those who would rely in all future
emergencies on the instant response of unorganized so-called friends of Israel
in the United States, whose commitments are so vague and whose staying-

power so uncertain, are not wise guardians, I am afraid, of the best intexests

1T T T
of the State of Israel. W E 4 [_h"\

This, too, should hei-erggr:j}m'yed, Evéé%?p{- the day of its establ:shment,
and long before that day, th;Je{[sui_?Amrrma, led and inspired by its Zionist
vanguard, have contributed generously, through the United Jewish Appeal.
through the purchase of Bonds for Israel, through a hundred other channels, to
the upbuilding, strengthening and development of Israel's economic and cultural
life, its health and its well-being.

Fellow Zionists!

Much work still remains to be done. Many problems still remain which
demand our attention -- some of them very grave.ames indeed. But they are
of an altogether different nature from those of former times. They are no longer
the desperate problems which flowed out of our condition of national homelessness

and statelessness. Rather are they the concrete problems of developing, defending and
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making prosperous a national homeland which is already in existence. We can
proceed to solve these problems, one by one, with deliberateness and hopefully,
now that the major problem has been solved. We can now operate from a position
of independent strength and also as a member of a society of nations.

Many Jews are even this day abandoning lands of intolerable conditions
and dark prospects and are coming to Israel, in the hope of finding here the peace
and dignity which the world denied them. In the last fifteen years the young state
welcomed over a million such immigrants from all parts of the world. Israel,
which is, as you well know, a very small state, has exerted itself to the utmost

to absorb these newcomers, most of them penniles, many of them without skills

or vocations, some aged &né inﬁ:!r}) [tn re o i .:. and to become integrated

into the economy of the pmﬁumgr Gﬂlﬂﬁtr}f. -aﬂ{ accounts, an incomparably

fine job has bpm done by r.he ?aamn‘ st‘zﬁe‘}n meeting the enormous problems with
J1&D irld
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which this immigration taxe :.t.)fB"uf\“ a.rfw more f\ara destined to come and the
financial burden of bringing these imrmgra.ntﬂ to Israel and of helping them to
establish themselves, is not and should not be the sole responsibility of the people
of Israel;, but of the Jews the world over. It is our responsibility!

The State of Israel must industrialize on a larger scale if it is to absorb

many more people., This is the only way it can "enlarge the %f its tent and

stretch forth the curtains of its habitation'". This, too, is our responsibility.
2R

The days 2 Wi nti = on us '-{y‘et

another wa
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self. «&fd American

they helpad to

remain rshalled and alerted to dp(end the legitimate political interests of Israel

. : :
wheneyer they are menaced. ?/{-f? _f i‘? 7

Clearly, there is mﬁb\h Fé.iil -Li'.b-i]:a do ‘must be made strong, strong
enough to withstand pre mufé;\'{ﬁﬁﬁ&gnn ngh t‘%’%‘b thase who will wishk to go

there, or those who will hi?gfu’g:hﬁ th_e.re / %rdng Tai'-mugh to fulfill its destiny --
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that of a small country which is to be made great by the intellectual and spiritual

enterprise and the social vision of its people.

ilities, We are

success.
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We must carry on

until the foundations of larael are securely laid -- until its walls and bulwarks are
made strong and until the land finds rest from its enemies. We must carry on
until the winter is past and the flowers appear on the earth, and the time of singing

is come.
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