
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series V: Writings, 1909-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         187           71          1050 
 
 

Council of Jewish Women, 1963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Address delivered by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
before the 

INTER ATIO L COUNCIL OF JE ISH O EN 
AT THE TEMPLE - Cleveland, Ohio 

June 9, 1963 
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I have been ked to speak to you this evening on the central theme of 

yo r onfer nee. Thi is not a difficult subject to pea on, a you can readily 

und rat nd - - e pecially for a Rabbi. It has been a dominant note in Jewish 

ethic throughout the ages. 

But it i a theme which needs to be tressed in our day which ha• com to 

think more nd more of man in the asa, and to regard the individual as a 

nwneral in a statistic. 

For the critical and challenging a w ch li ahead, we will r quire 

eom .. stron conviction to sustain s in th , h rd strug le to tabliah the 

good ociety which we 11 wish. 

One of these strong conviction , I beli ve, is the importance of the 

individual. 

To Judaism and the re t religion of the e t rn world, a n ha• 

immense significance in t 8C e l 0 ing . an i ve y i po rt t to God in 

the unfoldment of Hie purpoaea -- each man, e,ery man, rich or poor, wiae or 

simple, black or white, aaint or sinner. 

"Every man ha• the right to say", decl red an ancient teacher of Israel, 

"for my sake was the whole world er t d'', and another teacher declared that 

"man i• co-worker of God in creation". Theee re tremendous concepts. 

Judaism baa endeavored to give man a aenae of greatneaa in a univerae 

in which he i• phyeically very amall. The world of the ancient• waa, of courae, 

far amaller in scale than our world of expanding immen4itie• -- "one hundred 
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thousand million galaxies in space and each galaxy containing on an average of 

one hundred thousand million a1.ara", wherein man's racial history is leas than 

a moment in geologic time. Yet, even in relation to th ir vastly smaller univer e, 

man appeared pitifully puny, lost nd unimportant. " hen I look at Thy heaven", 

declared the Pa lmist, "the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 

Thou hast established - - hc,-t is man that Thou art mindful of hin1 and the eon 

of man that Thou doat care for him?" 

But no moral aspiration is possible and can be looked for 1n n aa Ion 

aa he regards him self as of little account. 

from the oil of elf-belittlement and di est 

o mor aspiration ever springs 

. H nee, the Peal ist climaxes 

his hymn with an apostrophe to man I uniqu i t ·nction and the urance of hi 

worth in the world which God created fo r him . "Yet hast Thou ade him little 

lower than the an els, and h st crowned· him ith glory and honor . . Thou hast 

given him dominion over the work of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under 

his feet.'' 

In primitive society the individual counted for v ry little. But a life 

moved on, the deepotiam of the organized roup was slowly attenuated. The 

individual began to discover hi~ own private life. Aa againet his heritage of 

mass tradition, he became aware of peraonal aources of judgment and aanction. 

But man ' • hard- on victorie a inat corporate authority are never 

permanently aecure . We witneaaed in our life-time the moat maaaiv and 

ruthle•• onalaught of "Gleichachaltung", of "Vermaaaung'' and of totalitarianism 
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ever experienced by man within historic times. Fa ci•m and aziism acored 

terrifying victories before they were broken on the b ttlefield, but th ir 

ideologi s are not dead. And Communist dictatorship is tod y e tabliahed in a 

fourth of the 10
1 \e. 

en ar hein h ndl din many parts of the world and in many department 

of life impersonally in the maas. Increasingly they are ecoming tati tics 

in the h nds of. a predatory collectivism. They are hunted about like herds of 

cattle. They re coordin t d and ubju ated to the state until the last veati of 

their freedom and their ri hts vani h . Because the religious ba is of our 

ociety ha been denied, and mat .riali tic theories of life and hi tory have 

taken hold of the thou hts and ctio of a y 

the individual, nd with it, his right nd i 

n d governm nt , the stature of 

rent dignity have suffered tra ic 

abatem nt nd diminution in our y. E ry precinct of hie life i invaded and 

viol t d. Having d ni d man the i 

the robot. 

e of God, he h b en given the mask of 

Now, my de r friend : he faith th twill erv u st, fre men in 

this great age, is faith in the orth and i nific nee of t e individu 1, and his 

inalienable rights. ithout ; auch faith whic waa wri tten as a dog into the 

heart of the American Declaration of Independence and Conatitution - -

" e hold theae truths to be •elf-evid nt, that all m n are created equal and -
that they are endowed by their Cr tor ith certain unalienable right•" - - man'• 

atatllr will be proareasively reduced, the free domain• of his mind and spirit 
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will speedily come under iron-clad control , and man's di nity will be 

dragged into the dust. ith such a faith, we wi 11 be tron enough to accept 

all necessary aoci 1 control■ and still remain free society. It will halp ua 

to set our cour by a dependable compass. 

One of the vil forces at work in the world today which tend to undermine 

the individual c&.n de troy hi• intellectual integrity i the force of or anized 

pro a anda who e objective is to stampede men to think uncritically nd 

motionally in the way me special int rest ante the to think. Through 

logan , catch- words, cliche and cleverly coiMd half-truths, it drive men 

or nics the into ttitude an actions whic men would not ta if they 

were given accurate fact nd inforn at·on u o 

attitudes. Propaganda in our d y ha e 

science. Through the r dily av il bl m 

hich to b ae judgments and . 

v loped into dangerous pseudo­

ia of communication, it can 

undo overnight, as it wer , ner tion of lo , atient, and p in -taking 

work of ~ducation. Our r t danger today i not illiteracy. The overwhelmin 

majority of our eople know how to read nd rit . The great d n er of our 

day is propagand , hose ain1 is to confound nd to confuse and y misinformation 

to misdirect our literate population. 

Bu~, while Judaiem stre eed the importance of th individual, it maintained 

a balance between the individual nd society. It aimed to give the individual a 

aen•e of spiritual 1ecurity and di nity in hie personal lif , and t the same time , 

give aoci ty an ordered way of justice , peac , and progress. It granted no 

complete autonomy to the individual, but neither did it conaent to hi• total 

submergence. 
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More than any o her religion of anc·ent times, J daism stressed the 

idea of community. Most religions concerned th mselves ith the individual's 

private fat , both her and hereafter. Judaism's accent was on the organized 

ocial bo y, p opl , which it regarded as the rriatrix of the individual's 

personal life and de tiny. The personal relation hip of man to hi maker and 

his priv te duti s and r sponeibilities are, of cour e, n ver rlooked, but 

preponderately i is the p ople -- ·ts hi tory, its rela ion to God and to the 

world, it• collective mission and re pon ibility -- hich figure o prominently 

in ibl : "H r, 0 I rael ! " 

Ho ver i ortant t e inclivi ual is i th y o! Judai m , e i not all-

·mportant. 

long ith th individual• a inal • enable • ts , which are as ured to him 

r tions hich pring from 

hia relationship to hi f llo men, in the fulfillment of which lies the key to 

his •elf-fulfill nt. elf-r 1 zatio co es throug ocial c o ration. 

The individual ia call d upon to seek the ood life thro h active partici­

pation in th responaibilitiea of community life. The community, such, 

waa required to set up uch political and ocial institutions of juatic and equity 

a• would aaai t the individual in hi• quest for freedom and the good lif . 

Thus Judaism maintained a re aonable alance b etwean individual and aociety. 
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The individual ia important -- a important as hole world. 

But, it is not good for man to be alon . The family i important, 

and whatever tends to disrupt the family hurts the co munity. The 

community i1 important, and whatever evils ar tolerated in the 

community -- poverty, injustice, discrimination, racial and religious 

intolerance, tend to undermine its peace and stability. 

For us Jews, the com unity of srael is important -- it mi aion, 

its faith, its unity. 

hatever stren then its faith, enlar s it mi sion, hei htene its 

unity, contribute to its e vice to hum n·ty n t its o n survival. There 

are force• of disintegration at or mon o r people - tho e who build 

wall• instead of bridges, who are nti-thi or nti-that -- th y are not the 

, 

true servants of Israel. They ar the uncon cious victi of th ir own vanities, 

their fears, their prejudices. They are not c ncerned with the ell-being of 

the whole House of Isra 1. They r fragmentary J • On t other hand, 

there · are others who h lp in v ry con tructive enterprise of our people, and 

work for all of I rael. 

The Council of Jewish Women is to be con ratulated that through the years 

and through ita manifold activities it has served both th individual, the family 

and the community - - the whole ou of Israel. It e ved the needy nan, 

woman and cbildr in a ppi t of comp aion and understanding; it aerved the 

Jewiah community in a broad epirit of brotherhood and group solidarity. It 

i• now serving the people of the Stat~ of I1rael in the same apirit of Jewish 

pride and loy lty. 
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T e great religions of the )estern world, man h as immense signi-

A 
ficance in the scheme of things. Man is very important to God in the unfold-

ment of Pis purposes - each man, every man, rich or poor, wise or simple, black 

or white, saint or sinner. ~in la vol"untary abandonment of status, self- -----~-
degr.adation, descent into unworthiness and the lower lif.e from · whi~h Man hes 

emexg~d. nelig-ion challenges Man to live and act always as tf his life were 

t.reme.ndously significant anrl endlessly ascendant. 

Religion d~mands much of ma in ~errns of duty and sacrifice, but it- -

ai~o gives much to him in terms of hl 0h and independent statu~, di~ity and in- --

her.ent ri')b.t.s HEvery man has the right to say," declared an ancient teacher of 

Israel, Hfor my sake was the whole world created,' and another teacher declared 

that · man is a co-worker of God in creation." 

3 l, 4'. J &.v' 
~isioR has endeavored to ~ive man a sense of ~reatness in a universe 

in which he~hysically M very small. The world of the ancients was, of courset 

I' 
far smaller in scale than our world of expund ing immensities - "one hundred 

thousand million galaxies in spDce and each galaxy containing on an average of 

on hundred thousand million stars," wherein man's racial history is less than 

a moment in geologic time. Yet, even in relation to their vastly smaller uni­

verse, man appeared piti f ully puny, lost and unimportant. 'iJhen I look at Thy 

heavens, 1
' declared the Psalmist, Hthe work of Thy fineers, the moon and the 

stars which Thou hAst est._bl ished - -~ha t is man that Thou art mindful of hir.i> 

and the son oZ man that Thou dost care for him?" 

But no moral aspiration is possible and can be looked for in man a~ 

he regards himse~~ of little account. o moral aspiration ever 

from the soil of,-.belittlement and disesteem. Hence, the Psalm st 

climaxes his hymn with an apostrophe to man's unique distinction and the as-

long as 

springs 

surence of his worth in the worlu w ich God created fer him. "Yet hast Thou 
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made him little bas d1ilt1r6d, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou 

hast given him dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things 

under his feet." ~ft•s high and noble estate imposes 1,1pon_,,....,_.___he obligations 

e>f-asp.ir_ation. "Be Y-e holy for I, the Lord your God. am holy!" 

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. Rut as 

life moved on, the despotism of the or~anized group was slowly attenuated. The 

individual began to discover his own private life. As aP,ainst his herita 0 e of 

mass tradition, he became aware of personal sources of judgment and sanction. 

Rut man's hard-won victories against corporate authori_n, are never . :.,_ --
permanently secure. l>L.witnessed in our life-time the most massive and ru~h-

less onslaught of "Gle ichschal tung", of "Vermassung•• and of totalitarianism 

ever1 experienced by man within historic times. Fascism and Naziism scored 

terrifying victories before they were broken on the battlefield, but their 

ideologies are not dead . . nd Communist dictatorshi p is today established in a 

fourth of the globe. 

Men are being handled in many parts of the world and in many depart­

ments of life impersonally in the mass. Increasingly they are becoming statis-

tics in the hands of a predatory collectivism. They are shunted about like 

herds of cattle. They are coordinated and subjugated to the state until the 

last vestige of their freedom and their rights vanishes. Because the religious 

basis of our society has been denied, and materialistic theories of life and 

history have taken hold of the thoughts and actions of many men and ~overnrnent3, 

the stature of the individual, and with it, his rights and inherent dignity 

have suffered tragic abatement and di~inution in our day. Every precinct of 

Havino denied man the ima13e of God, he • D,..,. i.u..... his life is invaded and violated. 

__.bgi~ P,iven the mask of the robot. 
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The faith th serve us best, as free men in this great age, 

is faith ih the worth and significance of the individual, and his 

rights. Without such faith which was written as a dogma into the 

inalienable 

~c. ~ 
he~rt of~ 

Declaration of Independence and~ Constitution - "wJ~ hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal and that they are endowed by their 
~ 

Creator with certain unalienable ri~hts" - man's stature will be progressively 

reduced, the free domains of his mind and spirit will speedily come under iron­

clad controls, and man's dignity will le dragged into the dust. l--Jith such a 

faith, we will be strong en~u1h to accept a 1 necessary social controls and 

still remain a free society. It will help us to set our course by a dependable 

compass. 

One of the evil forces at work in the world today which tend to under­

mine the individual and destroy his intellectual integrity is the force of 

organized propaganda whose objective is to stanpede men to think uncritically 

and emotionally in the way some s ecial interest wants them to think. Through 

slogans, catch-words, cliches and cleverly coined half-truths, it drives men 

or panics them into attitudes and actions which men would not take if they were 

given accurate facts and inform~tion upon which to base judoments and attitudes. 

Prop anda in our day has been developed i to a dangerous pseudo-science. 

Throu3h the readily available mass media of communication, it can undo over­

ni3ht, as it were, generations of slow, patient, snd pains-taking work of educa-

tion. Our great danger today is not i!literacy. The overwhelming majority o: 

our people knows how to read and write. The great danger of our day is propa­

ganda, whose aim is to confound and to confuse and by misinformation to mis­

direct our literate population. 
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•~1 MAINTAINED A BALA~C~ B TWEEN THE I DIVIDUAL AND 

~ ' 
SOCIETY. IT AIMED TO GIVE-M:2~A SENSE OF SPIRITUAL SECURITY AND 

I d~~~ 
DIGNITY IN HIS PERSONAL LIFE, AN0--S-OCIETY AN ORD~RED WAY OF JUSTICE, 

}'-
PEACE, AND PROGRESS. IT GRANTED NO COMPLETE AUTONOMY TO THE 

INDIVIDUAL, EVEN-IN-HIS QUFST Ja:OB liQI.aINESS~ BUT NEITHER DID IT CONSENT 

TO HIS TOTAL SUBMERGENCE,. E-VEN TO ACHIE¥-E THE MOST 

S9CIB'f.:if. 

MORE THAN ANY OTHER RELIGION OF ANCIENT TIMES, JUDAISM STRESSED 

THE IDEA OF COMMUNITY. MOST RELIGIONS CONCERNED THEMSELVES WITH 

THE INDIVIDUAL'S PRIVATE FATE, BOTH HERE AND HEREAFTER. JUDAISM'S 

ACCENT WAS ON THE ORGANIZED SOCIAL BODY, THE PEOPLE, WHICH IT -
REGARDED AS THE MATRIX OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S PERSONAL LIFE AND 

DESTINY. THE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP OF MAN TO HIS MAKER AND HIS PRIVATE 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES ARE, OF COURSE, NEVER OVER-LOOKED. BUT 

PREPONDERATELY IT IS THE PEOPLE -- ITS HISTORY, ITS RELATION TO GOD -
AND TO THE WORLD, ITS COLLECTIVE MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITY --

WHICH FIGURES SO PROMINENTLY IN THE BIBLE. ''HEAR, 0 ISRAEL! 11 

HOWEVER IMPORTANT THE INDIVIDUAL IS IN THE EYES OF 

JUDAISM, HE IS NOT ALL-IMPORTANT. 

ALONG WITH THE INDIVIDUAL'S INALIENABLE RIGHTS, ASSURED TO ,.. 
HIM BY VIRTUE OF HIS-e,\"'ff3661<1Sth RELATIONSHIP TO GOD, THERE ARE tDu 

l:116 OBLIGATIONS WHICH SPRING FROM HIS~EraC!'Rt@/1:BLE RELATIONSHIP TO 

'J"I..,..,...~, IN THE FULFILLMENT OF WHICH LIES THE KEY TO HIS SELF-

1' 
FULFILLMENT. SELF-RELIZATION COMES THROUGH SOCIAL COOPERATION, 



THROUGH ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMUNITY 

LIFE. THE COMMUNITY, AS SUCH, WAS REQUIRED TO SET UP SUCH POLITICAL 

AND SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS OF JUSTICE AND EQUITY AS WOULD ASSIST THE 

INDIVIDUAL IN HIS QUEST FOR FREEDOM AND THE GOOD LIFE. THUS 

JUDAISM MAINTAINED A REASONABLE BALANCE BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL 

AND SOCIETY. 
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