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THE .lNCTITY F HOD 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

reli i on to hum n rogr s 

11 the conce t of method. Th not onl God n th God 

al o a definitive wa - th "good way" - hich lone leaa fro on o t 

other. To Judaism thie w the" a of th Lord". To Chr ti nit ' , J u w 

th bol of •the wa "• 

Reli gion off re a ne method by which men mi ht at in o lly 

is 

r ble 

ends - a method worthy o the end. Ethic 1 reli ion outl e notion ht 

mor l end juatity immoral e na. ch ete on the a~ to rd t h r liz tion 

of noble objective u1t a noble obj ctive in it lf. :eans ve 

integrating thee lve into the nds an of determinin th ir ~uali n 

a of 

ttern. 

Therefore, toe blish Justice, en mu t employ 

pe ce, th ay of pe c. 

s of ju tice, nd to 

The mor goal• r, the le li lihood i h re oft eir 

bli h 

compl t attai ent. When impati nt n es rte m sure , m sur or ru.thle -

nee and brutality, a e e lo~ed, thy no only e the at 1 ent the o la 

. ossible, but they turn n's long eary to rda them into mi e and 

a horror. 

Ethical reli gion has been careful to define the character or thi "ay". 

~t 1 the a or obedienc to upr m moral la which i bindin u on groups 

nd gov rnment1 as well a u on ndivid ls. It i the y o" 11 glance to 

a overeignty which 
t 

higher than that or ny t te, rty, or m jority. It i 

th w of cc ptanc of a law 1 • hich ov rarche 11 human group n a nd 
✓ 

their temporary and ahittin olltic 1 or ec o c intere t) The jut way 

c 11• fr a curbing an control or 11 concentr ted . o r. It em n th f 

guardin of thee irit 1 int ri nd freedom of the in ivid • ot g must 

be don , ven in our a er c ue t for th rfect ociety, hich 11 r uce the 

et tur• or the indirldual and tr spa a upon hi in 11 nabl r ht• It i th 
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way which us•• good 11 and tolerance between eople, cl ea, nd race for 

the est bliehm nt or ju tice and peac in th orld. 

Thie clasaic a) of religion h ev r b en full tried int e ·orld nd 

tod it ia being rejected more thoroughly than t any time in h n i to "• 

In ol nt d c1nical stat and cla I autocracies h ve roclaim d that there i no 
1 

1 au erior to th ir nd that their ay/intallible cau t eir st unitiv 

fore has de it uncontradictable. The individual is bein terrorized into 

spiritu 1 and intellectual ubjection, nd every recinct of his 11 e 1 ein 

inv d and oeses ed. 

The iddle gee were theo-c ntric. Th od rn Age ha b en nthro 

c ntric . Our o t-bellum Age i dangerou ly pol tico-centric. The ir t as n 

off ith. The second, an • of r a1on. r s n danger of becomin n 

age of abj ct servilit both in r 1th re son. 

Th economic lit of mankind is fat re olvin it 1 into bit r 

cl • r. Each cla e i r eortin without much c mpunction or he i nc to 

method• of violence, sup re 1ion and civil w r. ch cla justifie it ctics 

in then e o some reat ide 1. The shame of our ageist t en r committing 

th ost in~amou1 eta of immorality in the name of the highe t mor lit. let ode 

which ar horred and enounced in one's op onenta r r tion lized into or 1 

imp rative when employed one' self. n 1k o justice, a cla le s 

society, triotiam, n tion, race, culture and e ce but the act it thee 

noble ideal were demon• out or hell laehin them on to furiou acte ot 

injustice, h tred, ch~uv niam, arro ance ad blood. 

B their way 1hall y kno en, not by their obj ctive. n m to 

h ve forgotten that democracy, too, is uni ue caua ot char ct ri tic thod. 

In the hilo ophy of democ c, the roe a is aim ortant et obj ctiT. 
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THE SOVE IGNTY OF LAW l 
1D r,foi'HOD 

By 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

One of the essential contributions of ethical religion to human 

progress is the concept of method . 

Religion offered a new method by hich men might attain morally 

desirable end - a method 1.orthy of the ends. Ethical religton outla ed the 

notion that moral ends justify immor 1 mens . Each step on the way toiards 

the realization of a noble obj ctive must be noble objective in itself. 

Means have a way of int grating themselves into the ends and of determining 

their quality and a pattern. Therefore, to establish justice, men must 

employ the ways of justice, and to establish pe ce, the ways of eaee. 

The more e~alted human goals are, the les likelihood is there of 

their complete attainment. hen impa.t·ent an 

and brutality are e ployed, the goals 

impossible, but they turn man ' s long eary ay tow rds t~em into a misery and 

a horror . 

Ethical religion has been careful to define the character of thi 

method, of the "Good Way". It is the "lay of obedience to a upreme moral la 

hich is binding upon group and governments as rell as upon individuals . It 

is the ray of allegiance to a sovereignty which is higher than that of any 

state, . arty, or majority. It is the way of accept nee of a law hich overarches 

all human grouping and their tem orary a~d shifting JOlitical or economic 

interests . The just way calls for a curbing and control of 11 concentrat d 

power . It emands the safeguarding of the spiritual integrity and freedom 

of the individual. Nothing mu t be done, even in our eager quest for the perfect 

society, hich will reduce the stature of the intri individual and trespass upon 

his inalienable rights . It is the way which uaee good will and tolerance bet een 

peoples , classes, and races for thee tablishment of ju tice and peace in the 

world . 
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This clas ic way of religion has never been fully tried in the orld . 

Today it is being rejected more thoroughly than a. t any time in human history. 

Insolent and c:nical state and class utocracies h ve Jroclaimed that there is 

no law superior to theirs and that their ~aJ is inf llible because their vast 

punitive force makes it uncontradictable • . The individu·l is being terrorized 

into epiri tual and intellectual subjection,, and every precinct of his life is 

being invaded and ossessed. 

The ~iddle Ages ere theo-centric. The iodern Age has been anthrooo­

oentric . Our oet-b llum Age is dangerously politico-centric. The first ·as an 

age of faith . The second, an age of r eason. Ours is in dan er of becomin an 

age of abject servility both in ith nd r a on. 

The econ mic life o~ .nkind is f ving itself into a bitter 

class war. Each cla~a is reoort in or hesitancy to 

methods of violence, suppression and eivil ar. Each class ustifie its tactics 

in the ~ame of sone great ideal. The shame of our age is that men are committing 

the most shameless acts of immor li'ty in the name of the highest morality. 

~ethods which are abhorred and denounced in one's op onents are r ~tionalized 

into moral imperatives when emplo ed b one's self. ~en tal\ of justice, a classless 

societ y, patriotism, nation, race, culture and peace but they act as if these 

noble ideals lere demons out of hell lashing them on to furiou acts of injustice, 

hatred, chauvinism, arrogance and blood. 

By their w r shall ye kno i men, not by their objectives. Men seem to 

have forgotten that democracy, too, is unique because of characteristic method . 

In the philosophy of democracy, the rocess is a. im ortant a the objective. 

Method , too, is what distinguishes rop ganda from education. The 

way of propaganda is the way of bias, deceit, distortion of acts, a · eals to 

prejudice and hysteria. The ay of education is the a of truth, reason, 



fairness and calm delibera ion. There£ore, propaganda serves dictatorship and 

education serves democracy . Our age haa too much of propaganda and too little 

of education. The war of Shaddai upon Diabolus today ie the war or education 

upon propaganda. 

Our generation has not only forgotten the sanctity or method, it 

has also lost the sense of a universally recognized and accredited code of . 

moral conduct. All our oral ideas have again been thrown into the crucible. 

The ..... e is hardly a single moral concept in private or in .. ublic life wM.ch ma.y be 

said to receive the universal sanction and endorsement of our g~nt>ration . 

Marriage, industry, patriotism_, tolerance, liberty, peace, democracy - these 

moral principles which a revious generation accept ed almo t , axiomatically, as 

fixed• rules of life and guiding pri~ciplee, 

of the most bitter controversy and nega:tion 41 
I 

our day become the subject 

does not 

observe them in practice. It is that they are being denied in essence and 

rejected in rinciple by so many ... and b;>' orgs.nized groups, classes and governments 

even more than by individuals. hat should be the nature.l source of moral 

guidance and authority - government$ - are today polluted cecspoole of moral 

iniquity. Organized governm0nts are today, through their moral license, their 

opportunism, cynicism, terrorism, broken pledges and piracy confounding the 

moral lives of their citizens, and undermining whatever authority the moral 

law may still possess among them. 

The break-down of both Law and Method in the fodern ' orld has given 

us the kind of a world which we heve today - a vorld tense, apprehensive, in 

a continuous mood of crisis and full of aberr tions. The challenge to the 

hard-pressed spiritual forces of our day is to hold aloft in a confused an 

darkened world the banners of spiritual law and the Good ay. Else mankind's 

struggle today for economic justice will lead to greater injustice ;and for 

universal peace, to greater and more terrible war. 
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Thi ola C ~ny o. religion na never be n fully "".ri.e n , orld, 
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