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®THE PROFESSION OF BUSINESS®

0f all human profeasions the profession of business has been
the slowest to progress, not physically, of courss, -- physically, that is
as an instrument for production and distribution, business has had a
most marvalous record of rapid development especially during the last con-
turye. Think of those wonderful indusirial units, those mighty corporations
that have been built up, think of their efficiency, their thoroughness,
their system, thoir scientific management, think of the thousand and one
time and labor-saving inventions of today and you will gain an idea of the
mervollous gand reapid development of business and industry during the last
century, physically, But morally, that is as a social agent, the profession
of businsss, I venture to say, has been the slowast to progress. The profes-
sion of businass has lagged behind all other professions. The profession of
medicins has a code of athics and its dominant note is service, the teaching
profossion is exemplary-in-its splendid senss of soclal s ce and in its
high ethical standard, Tha ministry too, has a fine code of sethics in
spito of ths few small souls who violate it, and even the legal prolession,
the most merconary of all, has a cods of ethics suporior to that of the
business profession, 6£-all professiens,Of all professions, business has
not yet developed a dominant social note., Of all professions, business

has not vet found itself, has not yet found its souls In tho mattsr of

purpose and tendency, businass is today whors it was a millendlum agoe It

ig still a mattor of mere profitooring and aggrandizement. The profession
pf business, I venturs to say, has not yet allied itsell whole-heartedly
with all the other human agencies which are consciously and deliberately
working for human progpess and for the social weal. I sald ®The profession
of businass" for businass, the business of high ethical standards is a
profession, business entails today as much export kmowladge, asm as much

training, as much originality as any other profossion and it is certainly

as dignified and as honorable a preofossion as the legal, or the clerical,




or the teaching professions Thore are still among us, two types

of men who speak disparagingly of business: The first type consists

of those poetic and relizious souls who live in a rareified atmosphore

of perfect beauty and purity and who regard businoss as something hope-
lessly sordid and eatthly, somathing hopelessly matordalistic., These
paople, who live in a detached world of their own making, amidst ideals

too good for human daily food, I say theso poople fail to realizs that
business, the work of producing and distributing commodities to increase

the physical comforts of men, that businoss is as Godly and as besautiful

a sorvice as is ths work of creatinz esthetic or spiritual valuss or the
improvement of the mind or the soul of man. Both types of labor are needed
and indispensable in the scheme of 1life, bdh are boadtiful and holy provided
they are beautifully executed, provided they are exscuted in a spirit of
boautiful service, Then thore is tho other type of man who spoaks dispareg-
inglv of business, that hollow-headed, psuedo aristocrat, the man who spoaks
of businass with gloved words, who is aggravatingly superior to it, that man
is a survival of those stupid da-s whon to work was a disqualification for
social position, when loafing was an essontdal in the nake-up of a gontle-
mene No gentleoman really worksed "Bontt you kmow". Today, only thoss who
work are gentlemen. The aristocrat of today is not the man of leisure

but the man of brain and the man of brawn who perfests his soul in servics,
who cloansss himself in the crucible of honost, human toil, the toiler,

the laborer is today the "Xnight Errant® of civilization and the jewels

of his crown are the glistening boads of honost toil, but in all falrness
let it be said that the change teday is not so much in under-estimating

the valus of businsss but in over-ssiimating it. The profession of busi-
ness in this land, in this day, has eclipsed almost evory other profession
in its assumol importance. The fact that businoss, that success in business,
is attendad by such great financial rewards, has, in the mind of the masses,

anscending every other human profession




whose financial rowards aro mors modast, whoss attainment is less

sudden and spectacular, This fact, the great financial recompense

that comes with business success, has brot into being a type of man,

who for arregance, conceit and domineoring habits is unparalleled

in the personnel of any othor human profession. You kmow him, I mean

I have in mind that so-callad solf-made, successful busincss man, that
all-sufficient, self-sufficient, insufficient croature who looks with

a cortain amount of contempt or patronage upon every sorvics or profession
that cannot he translated in terms of dollars and conts and who espoacially
feols called upon to pass judgment upon evorything and sverybedy within
and without his sphere on art, ldtorature, politics, sociology, and os-
pecially on Religion, That is where he shines, TYou take one of thoso
marvels of ommiscionce and get them launched on a rofigious subject and
Mosos himsolf will look 1like a § 3,00 a week office boy aside of thom.
Fortunately, this spocimon is gradually disappsaring and we hall not mourn
him nor miss him much,

I ldke to speak of businoss as a profession, I 1ike
the word "profession®", It implies something that you profess, a declaration
of your faith, of your lifel!s purpose, When a man professes business he de-
clards that he has chosen thew sphore of business as the field for the

exerciss of all his native **¥*%*that he has choson businecss as a channel

for solf-culture and solf-development. Now for business to attain to the

rank end dignity of a profession, it must submit to the dwikimx following
requirsmentss

First of all, businsss must Docome a vocation, &
calling, The business man must feel that he has been callad to that parti-
cular sarvice, even as a minister fosls that he has boen called to his
type of service, or a physician to his. A businoss man must feel that he

has bean called to that work and that work must be, for him, a grand

ahd holy passion of his life, that work must moan for him, the purpose and
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moaning of life, the beauty and nobility of 1lifs, that work must be for

him his destiny, that worl must mean for him his fulfillment and his
realization, I am emphasizing this point but not unnecessarily, Ilany
busine ss men kmxm today, have compromised their business, they look upon
thoir businsss as something sordid but withall necessary and valuabla.

They look for life's meanings They look for the beautiful and noble

thines &x &f life in other spheres, and not in the sphore of itheir busi-
ness, of their profession, Thoy do not find in thelr- Business profession
those opportunitiss for character-building and self-improvemont which

the minister finds in his profession, which the lawyer finds in his
rrofession, or the doctor in his profession, and this facthii brot into
being, typoes of business men which are so cormon today, those who possoss

a dual porsonality. The type of man who is a Mre Hyde in his business

and a Dri Jekyll in social life, The typs of mam, who, in his business,

in his shop, factory or store, during business hours is mean, is cheap

is scheming, is unscrupulous, is brusque, is unkind, and who outside of

his businass, after 6 otclock, suddenly becomes gracious, affable and
charming, especially charitable. Now that dual personality is an acknowledg-
ment of o senscious and an unconscious dishonosty, for character, my friends,

moans & unity of purpose and - ction, Charactar means unity, singlenoss

of neart and mind and not duality. You as a business man must look for

the beautiful things of lifo, for the exercise of the noble virtuos of life
not in any other sphere, but in your ovn chosen field, in your business =
that is the place to be gracious, charmming,smt affable and charitable, that
is the place to be kind, that is tho place to be the man, Businoss must
become a vocation first of all, a calling, befors it can assume the rank
of a profession, and secondly, you must come to rogard business for what

i+ 43 - a discipline - not for what it achiaeves - wealth. You musi come

to look upon business as finding its hipghost expression in its technique,
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in its mothod, in its discipline, in its ability to irain character, in
its ability to give you power and mastary over other men -- for e all
human professions, business is the most favored bocaus> it exacts a

more rigid discipline, becauss it has within it the means of strengthen-
ing and refining and building up character., That is why sons of
miliionaires are as a rule failures in life = boca:se thoy are given the
product of businosss and not its discipline, because they are given a
soft pillow to 1is down on they fall asleep and a compotitor is mever too
anxious to wake him up until it is 2ll overs Is it not surprising,my

frisnds, how many fathers are anxious to save their sons from 1ife,

how many fathers ars anxious to stand between Rhelr sons and between God,

how many fathars are anxious to save their sons' those trials and tests

and tribulations which were so bheneficial unto them, which made them?
How many fathers want to save their children from those very things
which they need, for God comas to & youny man, first, as an exacting
task-mastor and then as & loving friend. et 1life take hold of your
boy, my friend, if he has it in him 1ifewill make him, if he has it not
within him, life will broak him but not as hopelessly, and not as utter-
ly as —our pampering and your paternal proddgality will break hime

An ominent jurist was onco asked what hs conszidered the most important
thing that contributed to success at tho bar and he said, "Some succeed
because of talent and others succoced becauss of good connactions and
still others by some miracle but most men succood by commencing life
with a shilling.® Thoro cannot be a primrose path to success. Of all
the sad complaints that I have ever hoard, the saddost of aigj'the ona
that burnéd itgelf in upon me so that I shall ever remember it, was the
complaint that came from the lips of & man of middle age, who began life
full of promise but who reached middle age, a broken, & marred, an ugly
shape of a human being and he said to me "The people blame me for ruining

myself. Poople blamo the fast company whish I kepteThat is not so. It
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It was not I, he said, that ruined myself nor the fast company which I
kept, it was my father, He was so dammed good to mes I hato hime"

Every profession must find itself in a dispipline
and business ¢ffers a most wholesomd discirline for character-bullding
and 1life, and the third requisite for a profession I hold, my friends,
is this --that business rust become a sorvico, Last weok I spoke at
length on catch wordse I endoavored to show ymm how much folly, how
much viciousness is hidden in a catch words Now of all the stupid
anl dangerous catch words that is in use today, none is more dangerous
and none more stupid than this "Business is business", "Now businoss is
business" means oither nothing at all or it means this: It is a confession
that business has a standard of ethics that is far inferior to the standard
of othics of any other human profession and that while this fact may be
so, while it may be regrettable, it is inovitables "Businsss is businsss®
is used as a cloak to disguise all the ugliness of our conventional busi-
ness standarde "Businoss is business™ is used as an apology for unscrupulous-
ness, dishonesty, cheapness and smallness in the industrial lifes "Businsss
is mbt businegs® it is what you make ite Business is capable of those
same high ethical ideals of which evary othor human prefession is capable
axd if business doss not attain to those ideals it is your fault and not
the fault of any inhorent quality of business, The profession of business

mast realize that everything in life that is worth while is donminated by

a senee of sorvice, that whatever we do, whothor it is in law or modlcine

or teaching or preaching or manufacturing or solling or anything, is done
for the sake of serving our follow mom, for the sake of making this world
a Godlier, better place to live in. The business man is as much a servant
of Cod as & minister in the pulpit., The businoss man must have $he seme
high ideals as any othar humen heing bacause you are doing Codts work

evon as other men are doing it. Businoss must lsarn the lesaon of service
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and = lastly =-- businoess will becomo 2 profession when it becomss rich

in happinesss The seal of approval, my friends, which God places

upon your work, whatever it is, is called happinssss Then you are happy
in doing anything, you may be sure that your work and your actions are
accaptable in the oyss of Gods If businessylélds that senso of utmost
scul satisfaction, if businsss gives you the thrill of joy and happiness,
if you approach it with a zost and a will and an eagermess, if it is not
deedoning and stupefying =---if it is full and replete with joy and happi-
ness, than business is a profossione If you cannot find happiness in
business, $bu are out of your sphers. You do not belong thoree Now when
all is said and dons, what is it that I am trylng to convey to ycul Simply
this --=that you, my friends, can so live your life as to become a co=worker
of God in this world, a creator of beauty, a creator of beauty. GCod's

world is full of boauty. You go out under God's open sky. You see a won-

/
derful sunriss or sunset. You see a fiold waving with many-colored flovors,L B

feel a senso of holy beauty coms over you = well that bsauty is God's beauty,
You did not croate it.But thers is a sphore of human activity in the world
of men whers vou and I can be actual creators of boautye The artist who
takes the brush and palette and puts on the canvas a beautiful pkeimxax
figure, an image which gives you a ti¥yill of joy. Ho has created actual
beauty in the world. The who takes a block of marble and xkhixmals
chisels an image of glory. He has, eveh as Goddhas, craated actual beauty
in 1life., The poot, who combinss words inte a glorious lyric, that poet
too, has crsated something beautiful in life, and the man who creatiss
anything that is boautiful, the man who spoaks any word thet is beautiful,
thinks any thot that is beamtiful, does any act that is beautiful, that
man is a creator alomgwith Cod o Now it is within the power of you and me,
wjatever your occupation, whatever your work in life is, to be co-workers

of God, to bo creators of beauty in 1ife., TWhether the beauty consists
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in the product you manufacture, in the organization of vou factory -

whether the beauty is within your shop or among your men, whatever the beauty

may be, if you succesd in creating it, you are a co-worker,amg an agent of
God in the world,

21,

ow Religion is here, my dear friends, to call upon vou

to the sacred service of creating boauty in life, You - business men - have

been given a sphers, a world, to make bheautiful., You lmow, as well as I do
o J ) J

A

that there is a great deal which is not beautiful in xkm business life, a

groat d: - *13 God has given to you a world to make beautiful.
God has given to you a world in which you might find its beauty, Will you

vJ.

become artists of a finer world? will you becoms co-workers of God?---

that is what I mean when I speak of the "Ppefession of Businoss"—————-———-/Amen,






