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I. 31.BLIOAL. 

• Incestuous ~arri~ es . 

a. Hl$~0rtl'i 0Urln'Y. 

1. c.!.hat tne pro ibi ted degrees of marriage anong ki n enumerated. 
11•1"" 

in the euteronomic and Priestly Codes were~all recognized in 

pre-propnetic and pre-e~ilic times is atteste by a number of 

uch marriae;es betweEm very near relatives recorded, without 

censure, in the historical documents of 1.he Bible. 

a. · arriage ·ith half-sister (not uterine)~ records t e 

marriage of ·braham to Jarah, 

{~en. 20.12). _he story of 

o was nis half si ter. 

non and m ar {lI ·am./3. cs) .V.l.; ) 

points to he legal ouaracter of s c i.B.rriage . Juch marriag s 

ere common in Israel even as late as in the ays of ~zekiel 

1#£.\.\. i+IU'\ l~z. 22.11} thouch they~ new condemned. 

b. :arriage ith aunt. ( ~at er's sister). . ram married 

Jochebed is fat er' s sister and • oses was an offsprine of t nis 

union. l x. 6. .) 

c. l~arriaLe ith wife's sister lduring lifeti e of ife }. 

Jacob married acnel d rine lifetime of Leah. (Gen. S. } 



d. ·.:arria.ee with daughter-in-la\: . J's narrative of u ah 

and 1amar (Gen. 36 es ) . v. 26} ·ould indicate that tle practi o 

of . rrying one's dau hter-in-la as coMMon and obligatory 

WCLS 
when there ¼e no brother-in-lav to marry her. ~zekiel still 

s occasion to contemn tnis pr otice. ( z . 2~.11. ) 

e. arriage with •'atner' s ''/ i fe. The case of euben 

and ~ilhah {Gen. u5.22), bsalom and the concubines of Daviu 

{11 uar.i. 16.21-22.), donijah and ibis.hag (I • ~.1;; ff.), QA-,e(. 

Rizpah and Is bosetn (II am. ~.,) point conclusively to the 

prevalence of the practioe of marria e between son and s~ep­

mother. ~zekiel still fins i~ necessary to denounce it. 

~~- 22.10.)." An echo oft is is foun in the genealo ical 

table of I ~ h.2.~4: ualeb marries ~nhrath, t e ife of his father. 

and see ~e. De Gent. 14 . ) 

2 . ~hese instances, on the whole , point to the fact that kinship 

in primitive Israel, as well as among all prinitive ser.iitic r:,eo >les 
2 

{cf. , • 1 • .)Mi th, Kinship and .iarriaee pp . 191 ff J was through • omen 

and that the prohibited deres of marriage depended on mother and not 

father kins.ip . It was the prophetic movement which expressed itsel 

t~c. t 
in the ~euteronomic Jode w~Mift endeavored to extend the law of incest 

to include kinship in the male line . 
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b. CODES. 

1. _he Books of the 0ovenant are silent on the subject of incestuous 

or consanguineous ma.rriaces. ~he first statutory expression on the subject 

of marriage involving incest is found in ~euteronomy. 

1. Deuteronomy . 

.u. 23 mentions but one prohibition - tnat of r.rarriage •,i th a step­

mother (2 7 .l). It cannot be argued e silentio that this was the only 

degree prohibited in the age of t. Perhaps because of the prevalence 

of such marriages, the teronomist sin les th~n out for special men-

tion, or perhaps thi-s pronibition marks t e first in a series of prohi­

bitions developed in the prophetic schools, which series finds its full 

expression in the Priestly "'ode. According to the latter theory the 

silence of 01 and C~ would indicate a tacit acceptance of the earlier 

standards which disregarded kinship in the male line. 

Dt. 27.20, 22 and ~3 declare God's curse to be upon him who marries his 

step-mother, his half-sister by either parent and his mother-in-la,. 

At least two of these laws (or implied laws) mark an advance in 9ro-

hi bi ted degrees in male line, when com~)ared ; i th JE. D. like , and 

does not find it necessary to prohibit marriage between maternal relations . 

From very earli~st tines such marriages were not tolerated. 
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2. The Priestly 0ode. 

_he Eiblioal laws of incest find their highest and fullest expression 

in the Holiness Code. _here are expressed prohibitions against a maJs~ 

marriage with his aunt (his father's sister), or with his wife's sister 

(during the lifeti e of the first wife), or with his daughter-in-law --

which marriages were considered legal by J~. Ezekiel (22.11) is the 

first to condemn marriage ith one's daughter-in-law1 and his influence 

is evident in H. Te highest degree in the register of prohibitory 
o. T,611 of 

marriages is found in H's illegalizi-Ag the marriage of a man to his r 

father's brother's wife. (Lev. 18.14 and 20.20) The complete table 

of prohibited degrees or of incestuous rnarri es included in His as 

follows:-

I. 0onsaneuinity. 

other Lev. 18.7 
Dau hter iMplied in grand-daughter. 
Grandau,hter (son's or daughter's dauchter) Lev. 18.10. 
ister Lev. 18.~: 20.17. 

Half-sister ( fatner's or mother's side) Lev. 18.~,ll; 20.17. 
1'.,ather' s sister Lev. 18.12; 20.19. 
·.other's sister Lev. 18.l~; 20.19. 

I. Affit.i ty. 

7ife' s mother Lev. 20.14; 18.17 (implied) 
ife' s daughter (step-daughter) Lev. 16.17; 20.14 (imnlied) 

.Vife's granddaughter (son's or daughter's 
aughter Lev. 16.17 

Jife's sister (durin lifetime of foroe.c) Lev. 18.18. 
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12. ather' s ~ ife. {steo-mother) Lev . 18.8; 20.11. 
13. nat er's brother's ~ife . Lev. 18.14; 20.GO. 
14. 0on 's wife. Lev. 18.P; 0 .12 . 
15. I,rother's ife (exceot in the case of 

levirate Lev. 18.16; 20 .21. 

1;0TE. 

The second list (Lev. 20.11-21) is given for the purpo e of appending 

the punishr.lent specific to each incestuous ?!larriae;e. 

:arriage bet ·een uncle and niece, between cousins, and by implication, 

(Lev. 18.18 ,J';/Jf), bet een a man and his deceased ~ife 's sister is not 

prohibited. ~arriage with one's mother's brother's ,~ife is not prohibited 

by ~iblioal law. 

n incestuous marriage which is variously charact..erized. in the Bible as 

,r.1,.jf_r:r , abomination (J.ev. 18.2.6,Z?,' 0) , s~..f.J confusion {L&v. 20.12) Y' •• • • 

il~"t, ice ness, (Lev. 20.1 ), 7orrsharne (Lev. 20.17) a.ndiT=JJimpu1ity r • ... •; T • 

(Lev. 20.21) is null and void and requires no divorc~ for its disvolution . , 

prescribes no punishment for the incestuous marriages which it enumerates. 

It anat ematizes them. In tne case of.! the first list of prohibits 

marriages (Lev. 18) ,which list also includes otler unnatural alliances and 

the offering of one's o ·n children to 40lech, closes with tne o raoteristic 

formula 

shall be cut off froM among tre :i!' people ' t V. 29) - an obscure forr.iula hioh 
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has a tee nical meanin in • It is ifi'icult to deterriine het er the 

formula implies the dea h penalty actually inflict db· t' e cof"lI':'lunity 

(as ~.g. x.31.1~) or by divi e in er~osition (Lev. 17. ). ri inall .. , 
<tJ 

it was probably the formula of capital punishm nt executed b· he 

co unity. 

Lev. 0 specifie t e death penalty for the following incu tuo s 

marriaees : 

1. Father's wife (step-~o er) 

2. 

• 

aughter-in-la·-. 

..:otner-in- la · . 

Jtep-d ue;hter . 

. o.l . 
~he punishrnent ,-. incest with one's sist ~ or lf-sister is Karat• 

( excision) f]bj rJ..::i •J•:IS J.J('l:JJI.,., for incest ith one's aunt (pat rn· 1 

or matern 1 no punishment is pecified-jLst 

"they shall bt:Jar their iniquity" and in the case of incest with one's 

fatner's brotner's wife - I fl l{J' a,1, y ,~(/II IJ1,.~fl " hey 8 all bear 

ti ir sin, t, sn·ll die c11ildless 11 • 

_he i abbi s, ho unuoubte ly con erve ne ol er tradition, apply the 

eath penalty also to the follo ing incestuous r~rriag s of tne ~ible 

(an. JI, ; IX,1). 

5 . other. 

6. Dauch er. 

7. Granddau -hter (son's or daughter's au hter). 

8 . 'ife • s gra ,d au ter l son, s or uau hter' s c auchter) 

6 



The na.rticular kind of death penalty infli t~u pon ose guil y of 

incest is prescribed in only one case - incest with one's ro ·ner-i11-la 1 

(and by implication with one's sten-dauehter. he guiltJ ones are to 

be burnt (Lev. 20.14). In tne case of incest ith one's step-~otner 

or dauehter-in-la tne prescription is simply l..n IJ/, JTI ,a 

"they shall surely be put to death" (Lev. 20.11-12), adding in both 

cases ,:1-1 l1i11()1 "their blood shall be upon them". By analo~.-, 

vith otrer p--.uaf!4 1hich employ the sar.ie for~ula and in a dition 

specify the mode of the death penalty (e.~. 20.27) it may be inferred 

that tne death penalty here implied is tmt of stoning. 1ne Rabbis 

have in fact adopted this Method of analo - the 
. 
'"' to define every instance of death penalty occurring 'M the entateucn 

which does not carrJ its o, n specific description. ~hey have accordingly 

established the nature of the death penalty for each case of incest 

as follo-v, s: 

By Stoning. 

1. Incas ith one's mother. 

" " II step-mother. • 

r; 

" " " aughter-in-law. • 

i)y urnine. 

1. Incest with one's daughter. 

2. " " " grand aue;hter (son's or au,hter's dau_nter) 

' J.. " " " step-dau.o-hter. Ve 

4. " " " wife' s granddau "11 ter (son's or do.uehter's dauchter). 

5. " " " mother-in-la • 
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uince all incestuous ~arri es come under t e head of rimes i valving 

Karat (excision) Lev. 18.2~, t ose marriaees ~nicn are not punislable 

by death are punished by Karat, which accor ing to :.abbinic in erpretation, 

in olved scourging. 

f. TH.E O~FSP I ,G OF l'CESTUOUS IO J. 

Tne child born of an incestuous alliance is a "mamzer 11 - a bastard. 

D defines his status" .. mamzer s 11 not en er into the asseribly of ~he Lord; 

even to ~he tenth generation s1all none of l is enter into the assembly of 

the Lord" ( 2~. 3) . rei tner he nor his descend.ants ma~ ma1· an Iara litish 

oman. ~he abbis held tis injunction to apply to a rnamzereth also i .• 

neit er sne nor ner descendants may marry an Israelite. 

B. Prohibited ·arriages. lh t incea=uous) 

tkov~h 
~ere a".iome marriages Wflieft ere not inces uou 

I 
bat whieh ar ,. not cou.1 eu-

anced by the la. They are: 

1. 

~ mamzer, i.e. one born of incest or of ad ltery-. may not 1 rry 

an laraelitish woman nor a mamzereth an lsr bli el . 3 pra). 

mba 3ible pr~soribes no punishment for such a union nor defines tie status 

of the offspring, but the abbis on the principle that every niblical 

prohibition car.,ies ith it .. alkoth-str.i· ,es-as tae penalty for disreearding 

it, subject both parties of such a union to llalkoth . 1.he offspring of such 

u ions are regarded as mamzerim. (Kid. 66b.; Eben Ha-~ zer lV,.,.), SV\et "-'~"~/ 
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D prohibits the marriage of a n lsraelitish >'Ol'!ian 

violently emasculated (2 ' .2). 

ccordine to Dt . 24.1-4, a man is no " permit~ecl to rer.iarry his 

divorced ife after she had been married to another rn n. ~ucl a 

union is pronounced ,r:2- IJT - an abomination. _he offspring of 

such a union,however. are considered le iti.r.1ate bJ tne _abbis. 

( ie.. !ll. ,.,:aim. I ssure .rliah ;·v. 2.} 

~his subject
1

judging from the eport, ill o tr&aieu by anotner an. 

ne widow of a man ho died witnout descendants is not per itted to 

.marry a stran er when her nusband is survived by a brot1er. (.ut.~5.5-6}. 

It is the duty of the brother to marr'IJ her. The object of such Yibbum 

marriages is to erpetuate the name of the deceased (Dt.25.6- ) and 

to keep intact the family property. Should her brother-in-la 1, nm,ever, 

refuse to rry her, and rather choosG to submit to the c litza 

ceremony, she is free to Marry a stranger. 



v. vpecial ibition Affecting Priests . 

D.,. knows of no special. arria.ce prohibitions affeotine priests . 

~ne Priestly 0ode , roscribes the follo ,ing alliances for priests . (Lev.21 . 7 ) . 

1 . Prostitute ( 

2 . Profane ot: an ( ,rtJ~ ). tradi ionall deflned as one descendant of 
~ an ille~iti~ate marriage of a priest . 

• ivoroed lol!lan { 

The High Priest ·1as further enjoined from marrying a widow . {/. - '· 2.. /. ,,-1). 
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