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How can American education be improved?, circa 1950s. 



HOO CAN AMERICAN ED CATinN BE IMPROVED? 

~ 
The discontent witr education since Sputnik I, mav contrihute to a 

/' 

new climate in merican education. It ma 1 he&p us to raise a new ~eneration 

of men and women more reverent of learnin~ and more devoted to the exacting 

disciplines of the ind -- not onlv in the sciences but in the humanities as 

we 1. It w·11 undou tedly send more four 01n peonle i~to the scientific 

fields of studv. Physics, chemistry and engineering are beco~in~ more 

a~tractive subjects and careers. Thjs is all to the ~ood. The new age will 

require and w· 11 have ore room, and will offer greater remun ration to the 

trained scientist in the various fields of pure and applied science, in 

research and 

In my 

technolo~
1 

judgmentAit wo,ld be a re t loss to our people and to merican 

civilization if our p esent discontent sh,, d catapult our entire educational 

system in an all-out scientific and technolo teal direction and depreciate 

the importance of what we once called li eral education -- the h manities and 

the social sciences. Of course, civilization needs scientific reasearchers 

in all fields. It needs t e physicist and the chemist, the mathematician, 

the en ineer and the biolo~ist -- there is no civilization without them. Put 

if it is to he a wholesome civilization, it needs also the artist, the musician, 

the writer, the poet, the philosopher, the minister, the economist and the 

sociologist. hove all, it needs the cultured, well-rounded individual, 

whatever his profession. It needs men an1 women, trained in the art of livin~, 

who will contribute to t e wel 1-hein~ of their comm1mi ties and to the 

building of the god society. r hat a progressive civilization needs pre

eminentlv are wholes me, clean-living, hivh-thin ino, ocially minded human 

hein~s. The studv oft e sciences aloe w·11 not produce them. 
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Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that not all pupils are 

oifted enou h to master a stract sciences, nor are all qualified for theoretic 

scientific research. We cannot train men for genius. 

Wh a t is essential is th ,' t whatever is taught should be well taught -

whether in the 
,~ ~ ~t 

be thoroughly 

~i~h and exactin~ for teacher and pupil alike. Adequate facilities and 

financial ~upport must be made avail le forte education of all our p -ople, 

each ~ccording to his hent and capacities. 




