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Om of the foe1 Qt modarn 11be:ral1sm is the l11Urping Machine. The 

rapid 1nduatr1alt1aUon a! society baa not only aur:round.e4 man with machine• 

but baa given the machine te:rr1ble power OTer hi1 pbTaical, intellectual and 

social lUe. It is tolly to rail at the machine-age and to think that th8 

machine ha.a not brough\ great bleaa1nga to mankind. The machine ha• giTe to 

the working-men of our so, a standard of living higher than that po•••••e4 

by hi• brothers in toll at any time in h1mum. h1ato17 - ahorter hova, ~r 

wage• and better condition• of emplo1D]8nt. It bu ranove4 the cur• ot 

aertdom from induatry. It ia removing the back-breaking ~r,y from it. 

In the long run, the machine not only doea not rolt men of th81r joba, but 

multipliea their Jo• tenfold. 'l'be ma.chine ha.II given to all men greater 

security, greater comfort, - t 1•- atowq lnl.t mrel7 lmittinc 

the world more cloaely t 

But the machine whi ~nr•'flt'~ ,..ial, o come■ to atanda.r.clise ,.,_, 

the producer. It tend1 to to sba ti him into the prooe11. 

The ma.chine demal:ld.1 a rigid, me.chine-like orgsnhation of human aenito:ra 

around it. They mut conform to a given pattern, elae the mach1na cannot 

work amoothl.7. Al a result the thought• of men who••"• the machine &re 

fr quently dl'1.Ten into groovea. ~, moTe with the &lipunt of p1atona •.• Men 

carr, oTer into their social and aul.tur&l life tbia' machine diacipline - tha 

pa.aaion for uniformity and organisation. They grow to d1al1b and to d1atrtiat 

~ manif ea\ation of indi Tidua.1.1am. Tho.a our human valua are becoming machine 

valuea. our Judgment• - maaa Judpent ■, ~d oar reaction•. mechanical. The ideaa 

of men are becoming atereotyped. 'rheir religion, their 'politica, their amuementa, 

their taatea are becoming all of a kind - drab and monotonou. 

·tandardi1at1on and r•gimentation ao indiapenaable to modern 1ndu•trr and 

c011111eroe are neverthal••• fatal to liberal1am, for the very ••••nee Qf liberal1• 

1■ the frM and full d,ffel~t of men., each according to hi• natiff gift■ and 

capaci ti••• each acoorcUng to hia diatinctivene■• and uniqueneaa. 
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The machine not only standardise■ man but f~equ.entl7 exploit ■ him. 

Man 1a intere1t1 are subordinated to that of production. Oft-time• men and 

children are brutally used up by the ma.chine. I read where many induatriea 

to~ refuae to employ men who are oTer thirty-ti Te or forty yeara o:f age. 

Such men are regarded aa too old to keep pace with the high apeed and tena1on 

of modern ind:u.atrialiam. They are accordingly scrapped., thrown on the h'\JID8Zl 

waate-hea.p. 

1'he machine also calla for a machine-t7Pe of educatfon which train• youth 

to become efficient producer■ but not well-rounded, tu.ll-orbed human belnga. 

n are coming to think primarily of Job , earHr■, profea■ion•, aucc•••• and 

not of the great ad.Tenture of liTlng. Tha rich asp of ham.an life ia being 

drained to oil tbe wheel• of induat17. 

But in tbe eyea .of the liber&l., man come• f'lr•t• - the ma.chine la1t. 

The profitable production and tie• ia a neceaaa17 
T 

~t of aoaial e:xiatence - but ~~~~que baa other requ.1rementa. 

A. natioma greatne11 ia n 1&1 • the high tone and 
- ( 

qu.alU7 of 1ta moral and CllltJi%i lite,. A real treaaurea are tho•• 

which aene a1 nutriment to the souls of men. Men waa meant for more than a · 

Jolr - whethei- that job pay three or three hundred dollara a dq. Man 11 born 

to enJ07 the t'u.llne11 of life, to enrich and cultivatehia mind, to aenaitise 

hi• being to beauty, to ad:yenture in the real.ma of the spirit. Induatry muat 

not so completely monopolize hia energiea and cripple him a■ to leave him 

unfit for thi■ fuller life. It must neither standardise him nor consuma him. 

It must not usurp a life. 
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Moreover, I am British, and, what is more remarkable, thau.gh of 
Scottish origin I believe in England. At the present moment our 
country counts for less in international politics than during the last 
century. Nevertheless some of our ideas ~d practices are at present 
conquering the world. In Joscow, which has rejected the great Briti~h 
invention of parliament, there was a word which cons antly noticed 
on posters. It was not II soviet,'' or "red, 11 o . 1 t ion," but when 
speaking, 11 football, 11 rather oddly pelled 11 ' The same is 
happening all over the world. ~panish bull ig re becoming center 
forwards. German students are taking to footba l n ead of slashing 
one another's faces. And with British sport go_e ~e ethical code 
called sportsmanship, which future historians may perhaps consider 
as a British invention as important as parliaments and railv,ays. I hope 
to see British sport conquer most of the world. h' I am ~Q nerpew 
pet~iot and would. weleema a fieneh invaB16H of the Brltleil k1 tcbens ,-

The fa.tinn Vol. 131, ~ .. o. 3394 
July 23d, 1930 
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