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THOS. F. GREEN 
MAX MICHAEL 

.JOHN L . GREEN 

GREEN & MICHAEL 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

416-421 SOUTHERN MUTUAL BLDG . 

ATHENS , GA . 

January 24, 1934 

Dr . bba Hillel Silver 
The 'J.' emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

There is a small Jewish coununity in thens, 
Georgia, uut for seventy years we have had an organized , 
Jev1ish co1mnu 1.ity and for more than fifty years 'le have had 
a abbi (though not the same one) as our leader and teacher . 

On December 2 8 , 1883 our Synagogue was dedicated 
but we did not hold our Golden Jubilee celebration on 
Decenber 2 8 , 1933 because of t h e absence of t ne Jewish 
students of the University of Georgia, who are actively 
associated with our Congregation . 

Rabbi braham Shusterman , a graduate of the Hebrew 
Union Col lege of t he Class of 1931 , is our abbi and since 
he has been v1i t h us t here has been a very close contact 
bet~een the Synagogue and t he one hundred and thirty- five 
Jewish students attending t he Univer sity of Georgia . 

1,y purpose in writing to you is two fold . First , 
to invite you to deliver the principal address at the 
Celebration in com.memoration of the Fiftieth nniversary of 
our Temple , and second , so that ou may deliver an address to 
the student body of t he Univer sity of Georgia . The invita
tion to deliver this address will , of cour se , co:me from the 
Presiden t of t he Uni versity of Georgia . 

\ e feel that since there has been no evidence of 
anti - semitism on the campus of the Univer sity, and since the 
University maKes no restrictions or discr iminatjons against 
the Jewish students irrespective of f r om what State they come , 
we want you as t he outstanding abbi of the country to come 
to t hens and re - dedicate our Synagogue and speak to t he 
students , Je ,ish and Christian, because we kno··, that youi., 
address will have the effect of cementing the cordiality that 
now exists . 

It is our plan and purpose t o invite every Christian 
minister in the city to be at this dedication service and to 
have one or more take minor parts , and likewise t o invite all 
of the Rabbis in t he tate of Georgia to be our guests on that 
occasion . It is also our plan to have a banque t on the night 
before t h e de dication service for you , our honored guest , for 
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the members of the Congregation, the visiting Rabbis and 
I•epresentatlves from each Jewish student group at the 
University. 

Your address at the University could either be 
given the 11 orning of the dedication service or the 
morning before . 

We should like to have our service sometime 
du.ring the last two weeks of i, arch and not on a Friday 
night because of our desire to have the Rab.Jis from over 
the State with us during the dedication service . 

Rabbi Shusterman joins :vi th me in extending you 
this invitation and it is our sincere hope that you will 
give this invitation your favorable consideration and advise 
me that you will accept . 

Very cordially , 

// 
President, Congregation 
Children of Israel . 
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.,HOS. F: GREEN 
MAX MICHAEL 

JOHN L . GREEN 

GREEN & MICHAEL 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

416-421 SOUTHERN MUTUAL BLDG. 

ATHENS,GA. 

' 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 31 1934 

I dun't want to appear too insistent but we must 
have you for our Fiftieth Anniversary. If arch doesn't suit 
you we will make it in April. We just wanted to be sure to 
have it at a time when the Jewish students are here. 

We are doing such a splendid piece of work with 
these boys and girls that we just must have you for our 
Anniversary.. Next week we are having a debate between a team 
from the University of Alabama and the University of Georgia. 
Or course Jewish students will take part am this debate will 
be held in our Community House, preceded by a dance. I am 
simply telling you this to show you the character of work 
that is being carried on here. 

Rabbi Falk, who recently visited Athens said he 
didn't believe there was a Congregation in the United States 
that was doing the character of work as is being done in Athens. 
I realize that this is a rather broad statement and would appear 
on its face to be subject to serious challenge but any one 
familiar with the facts would lmow that the statement, though 
broad, is not an exaggeration. 

Our Congregation sacrifices for the benefit of the 
students. You can see what a stupendous task it is to have a 
Synagogue, a Rabbi and a Community Center supported by only 
twenty seven members and you can appreciate too the fact that 
these members must pay and pay well, and I am sure that were 
it not for the fact that we have this large group of boys and 
girls, for whom we are responsible, there would be no organized Congregation in Athens. We are trying to fulfill a mission 
and send these young people back to their respective communities 
prepared to take their places as Jewish leaders. 

Now, with all of this, I know that you can under
stand why we must have you. We must have you as the great 
Rabbi you are for our own dedication service, and we must have 
you as the great Rabbi you are to speak at the University. 
It is easy to get a Rabbi, but it is not easy to get one ot 
whom we would be proud when he addresses the entire student 
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body of the University. 

I appreciate full well the burdens that are resting upon you, but won't you re-consider and see if it isn't 
possible for you to find sc:metime in April when you could be with us. 

I apologize for the length of this letter. 

M-E 
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THOS. F: GREEN (1911 - 193<4) 

MAX MICHAEL. 

.JOHN L. . GREE'.N 

GREEN & MICHAEL 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

416-421 SOUTHERN MUTUAL BLDG . 

ATHENS,GA. 

August 27, 1936 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

Last year I wrote you and asked if you could 
come to Athens to address the Jewish students of the 
University, your engagements would not permit you to 
accept the invitation. 

Rabbi Lawrence Block has planned to have a 
series of open forums for the benefit of the Jewish students 
primarily and the students of the University and the citizens 
of Athens in general. Our forums will start in October. 

I should like very much for you to be our guest 
speaker at a forum to be held on some Sunday in October, 
November or December that would best suit your convenience. 
We would like for you to have as your subject "The American 
of tomorrow" or some such kindred subject, but have an 
appeal to the Jewish as well as the Christian youth. If 
you could so arrange your trip that you could stay over 
Monday morning and leave here Monday afternoon for Cleveland 
the University of Georgia would extend you an invitation 
to address the student body on Monday morning. 

I know you are a busy man but you can really 
do a wonderful amount of good by coming to Athens. If I 
only had an opportmiity to see you and explain to you the 
work that we are doing I know that you would come to Athens. 

The University of Georgia is the exception in 
that there is absolutely no anti-semitism and there is 
the finest spirit existing between the Jew and the non-Jew 
and this cordiality we want to continue to maintain. 

The Athens community could not have a Rabbi except 
because of the assistance it is receiving from those interest
ed in our activities. We have been advised that we may have 
a fund of $200.00 payable during the next six months, and 
we want to use this to defray the expenses of certain 
speakers whom we think will help us to continue our efforts 
to avert a problem. We will be most happy to pay your 
expenses here and I do so hope that you can find some 
convenient Sunday during any of the months mentioned. I 
shall look forward with keen anticipation to your reply. 

M-E 
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