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Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

PlursmBNT's OmcE • 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

November 26, 1929. 

East 105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I want to ask ot you a very special favor. You may or may 
not remember that I was present at a meeting in the Temple Berith 
Kodesh in Rooh~ster when you gave an admirable address there at a 
joint dinner for Jews and Christiana some years ago. I have very 
appreciative memories of that address. 

As you may perhaps know, I entered five months ago on my 
term of service as President ot Brown. I am exceedingly desirous 
that the first year should bring as much of inspiration to the Uni
versity as possible. Ye have chapel services in Sayles Hall three 
mornings a week at 9:00 o'clock; on Tuesday for Freshmen, on Wed
nesday for Sophomores and on Thursday tor Seniors and Juniors. We 
have to divide it in this way because, alas, we have no auditorium 
directly in connection with the University sufficiently large to 
accommodate the entire undergraduate body. 

In addition to the chapel services I am planning assemblies 
of the entire Faculty and undergraduate men students six times a 
year. These will be held either in the First Baptist Church or the 
Central Congregational Church. The first one was held on the morn
ing of ednesday, November 13th, with Dean Willard L. Sperry ot the 
Theological School in Harvard University as speaker. His theme 
was: "Belonging to Our World" and was an exceedingly strong presenta
tion ot the value ot religion. You understand, of course, that our 
student body is made up ot men or all shades or religious beliet, 
including some who count themselves agnostics and perhaps a very 
few who reckon themselves as atheists. My impression is that the 
last named class is very small, though there are many who are grop
ing after light and a still larger number who are practically in
different to the claims of religion upon them. 

The assemblies are held at 9:05 o'clock and the exercises are 
concluded at 10:00 o'clock in ample time tor the men to get to the 
10:25 class appointments. The address is supposed to be just about 
thirty-five minutes in length, and on account of the limitation in 
time must not be more than forty minutes. 

I am anxious to have for these assemblies the very best men in 
the country in their sane and constructive appeal to the undergrad
uate mind and heart. I deem them or the very highest potential 
value to the lite of the University. The next assembly is to be 
held on December 11, 1929, and the speaker will be Dean Charles W. 
Gilkey of the University ot Chicago. 



2. 

We have our March assembly on Wednesday, March 19th, 
or Thursday March 20th - preferably on Thursday, March 20th. 
I am eager to have you come to give the address upon that occa-
sion. We are looking, or course, for a message which is tree from 
controversial aspects and which will minister directly to the 
moral, religious and intellectual life or the University. You 
will know what we want. I would expect to give you a tine congre
gation, and the possibility of service to the cause of sane morality, 
scholarship and citizenship is practically unlimited. Please do 
not say No unless it is absolutely impossible for you to come on 
either date - preferably the one which I have indicated. I have 
named two, in order to give a little elasticity to your schedule. 
We would be able to pay ,n honorarium or t100. I know that this 
is by no means an adequate honorarium, but this is an experiment and 
I am somewhat limited as to funds. 

If you come, Mrs. Barbour and I would be very glad to 
have you as a guest in our home for the night before the address. 
We could then go together to the assembly, which will be held in 
one of the two meeting places to which I have referred. It would be 
a real gain to me if I could have an answer from you as nearly as 
possible by return mail and I trust with all my heart that it will 
be an acceptance. 

With cordial regard and best ishes to you in your always 
important work, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Clarence A. Barbour. 

' 
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PRESIDENT'S 0PPICB 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

~,abbi .: bba Hillel Silver , 
The Te.::iple , 

December 5 , 1929 . 

'ast lO~th Street at ' nsel oad , 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Dear abbi S ilver : 

Thank you ver y much ro~ your 0 rac ious 
letter of e c e1ilber 3rd . I am deli hted to 1 -no1,1 
that you v1ill e::-:::p e c t to be rri th us for the Br own 
University .L ssembl~.,. on Thu.rsdaJ , : ... arch 20 , 1930 . 
I trust that you 1·ill be able to rirrive on ednes-
day , :arch 19t , so that .. ;rs . Barbou r and I y 
have the pleasur0 and sat is 'act i on of' having you 
as a guest in our home . In any o~se ro shall do 
all in our p owe to ma~e your vi ~it to )rov i c ence 
an agreeable one t o y ou . 

I will comiaunicatc .r it · .. ou as the 
t i m__, a)proaches as to det~ils o the lssembly , 
but I run alreaay announc in6 the fact of your co ing 
and tLe date . Later I shall be very glad tu have 
you~ topic . As I thin.~ I have a l ready it t e you 
the De cemoer 1sse~bly ~ill be addressed by Dean 
Charles .hitney ilkcy of the Un i versity of Chica-
0 0 , the J'anuer ssembly by _ rofessor . illiam Lyo 1 
? helps of' Yale , an the Ii'ebruar.. sse bly by Dr . 
s . Par~ v Cadmail 01 ew· York . The speake r at the 
:-ovembe ssembl y was Dean ·;,·illa d L . Sperry of 
Harvard . These spcru ers are ·i re wide and atten
tive ... earing . 

,1th best\ ishes fo y ou in our ex
c eedingly i m_, ortan t ,•1or,~ , 

•. ery sincerely yours , 

et~ a.16~ .. 
Clarence • Barbour 

• 



ear abbi Silver : 

P&ESIDBNTS OPPICB 

BllOWN UNIVEllSITY 

PaoVIDBNCE, llHODB ISLAND 

]'ebruar.:r 11 , 1930 . 

~e are looking with the utmost anticipa
tion to your coming to us forte ro,n 1sse. bl of 
'l'hursday, i.7arch 20 , 1930 . You ill ad ~ress thirteen 
hundred undergraduate men and probabl:r sevent: - five or 
more members o' the Faculty . It is an academic func 
tion so that Faculty and the spea~er have been accus
tomed to wearin, academic ~arb . 

I am conve7inr; to ou a ver•r ur ~en t in
vi tat ion on the uart of the rown Union, which is our 
very effective o anization for the cultivation of the 
social life of the students, that ou c me to us i f 
ossible the da. befo e , perhaps toward the close of 

the af'ternoon, and let the Union arr n·e for you a 
tea , say from five to six o ' clock on iednesday , which 
would brin.::- you into direct touch rith a -:;ooa.1·, number 
of the ~a cul t :-,r and the student bod, in a social 1a . • 
Dr . ·11111am Lyon hel s o'"' ... ale di ~ tnis when he came, 
and I knov tnat he felt that it w s abundantl ,orth 
wile . It was a very deli"' ti'ul occasion . Hes oke 
briefly and informally at that tie usin, I re e ber , 
as the substance of what he said an ai'te noon tea in 
the rooms of Ja es I! . Barrie here l.1r . and Mrs . Bernard 
Shaw wee present. 

1lr s . Barbour and I ould be deli ·hted t o 
, ave yo i_1 our home over ni ht on ,, ednesday as our 
uest . Please let e lcno ~ ,hether this .,ould be a os 

sible arran ement i'or ou . I think it ,;rould add in a 
very real wo.y to your 01n e n joyment of yo r visit and 
to our ref it in your co in . 

. l i th cordial and constant regard , 

Ver sincerely yours, 

abbi bba • Silver , 
The 1 'emple, 
ast 105th Street , 

Cleveland , Ohio . 

Clarence -• Barbour 
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PullDDrn 0nD 
Bl.OWN UNIVlllSl1Y 

PacmDINa,llHomla.\ND 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

East 105th treet, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

rch 3, 1930. 

Thank you very much for your a
cious letter of February 21st. I have taken much 
pleasure in communicating to n-. Nelson Jones, 

nager ot the Brown Union, the tact that you are 
planning to arrive here in time to accept the hos
pitality of the Union on 1ednesday afternoon, 

rch 19th. They are planning a reception by under
graduates and a roup of members of the =aculty at 
four-thirty o'clock for an hour or a little more. 
Please come at once to our home, 180 ope street, 
upon your arrival in Provideno, and make this your 
headquarters. Those in charge of the afternoon ta 
would be glad to have you follow the custom of the 
hour and speak informally some e1 ht or ten minutes 
on any theme hich you may choos, not in the way of 
a set address, but an informal talk on literature, 
on travel, .or on any other theme hich you may 
choose. 

The Assembly co es on the following 
mornin at nine o'clock, and of course e 11 o 
to ether from my home. 

le are eagerly lookin for ard to 
your comi~, and announcements of it are alread 
bei made. I dare to believe that you 111 have a 
very enjoyable time, and I kno that e shall derive 
both pleasure and pro it fro your pre enc here. 

e ere both in ashin ton on a day 
of this present week, unless I mistake, but we ere 
both tollo ing hard our on program. 

1th cordial re ard, 

Very inoere ly your , 

~a.lb~. 
Clarence A. Barbour 



• 

PUllmNn 0DJCI 

B&OWN UNIVBUITY 
PacmDINa,llllaoalsLAND 

CW. DILtvm 

roh 10, 19:SO . 

Rabbi bba H. S11 er, 
Th le 

t ioeth st., 
01 eland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi S11 er: 

In announcing your coming it would be a Yery 
real adnnt ge to ua it we could announoe your topic. 
Th taot that you are to be here ha alr ady been 
spread abroad on the campus, but we do ome intensi e 
advertising a the date approaches. You will remember, 
I am aur, that the ervice ia suppo ed to mini ter to 
the moral and reli iou lite ot the oampus,and that the 
tu4ent body is made up ot men ot all taitha an4 ot some 

who o not know whether or not they hav any religioua 
taith. 'l'hey 111 b gla to ha strong and oonatruo-
tive mes age tr yo. The--·- n ho have spoken 
already,with their theme, 

Dens r ot Barnr 
Dee Gillt 7 ot hi ago 
Prot or Ph l of~ l• 
Dr. Oa4man ot • Yor 

B .... Wl.llo.._ing to Our 
"mpon erabl in uoation" 
"The Courage ot Ignorano" 

Th Right U ot the Imagination 

It ould be a real ta or it you could ire me oollect at 
your oonvenieno. 

ooording to your 1 te t lette you ar planning 
to rriv in Prov14enoe t bout noon on dne , 

roh 19th, an4 you will memb r tha we are planning a 
reo ption tor you 1n the Bro Unto at :SO o'oloo n the 
atternoon. Thi will lat tor about on hour. • oul b 
glad o haT yo p•aJc in an lntormal way tor perh t n 
minut . on any them hioh you may choo •• Prat • or Phel 
apo • in 4 or1pt1on ot an t ernoon ea whtoh he had wit 
Br rd ha nd ir J•• . B rr1. That lll9eting, of 
ours, 1a muoh mor intormal than 1 th embl ot Th -

4ay rn1 • 

hen you OODl8 to Pro 14 n ple e ak a tut an 
oome dir tly to our r 14en e o r t. 

1th oor ial r t 

1noer l your, 



Founded in 18fi6 

BROWN DAILY HERALD 
Made a Daily in 1891 

A&OCIATI0N 
H. 0 . WERNER, Editor•in-Cbief 

J.E. McFADDEN, Manatinll Editor 

T. J. MONTIGEL, Manallinll Editor 

ME.MBER JNTERCOL 
N. H. GOLDSTEIN, Bu1ine11 Manater 

H. 1. BROWN, Adv. Manaier 

H. B. TILLMAN, Circulation Mana,er 

Rockefeller Hall Brot1Jn University 

PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 

March 12, 1930 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ea.st 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir: 

V-ould 1 t be possible for you to furnia 
Herald with a out of yourself to be used in 
publicity Vlt. ich we will carry duri n the cc 
your visit and talk here at Brown. 

the Brown Daily 
connection v·1 th the 
ing week concerning 

We shall use the inf orrm.. ti on wh i lie tad in "Who's Who" 
of course. but s bould there be any otl. or roo. t ion which you 
think would be of especial interest to he students here at 
Brown wb o are going to meet 8ll d hear yo I should a.ppr eoiu te it 

V 

if you would for . ard tm t information to me at ~ our earliest 
convenience. ie plan to run stories on onday, Tuesday, and fed
neaday, with a cut on Tuesday, if th&t c ~n be hb.d. 

I should li ... e to arrange for an intervie \ i th you for a 
very few minutes immediately followlng your reception which Will 
be held at the Brown Union the afternoon before you address the 
student body. 

Would you please address me personally at b7 Waterm,.n Street,) 
Providence, R. I., in relation to the a.b ve matters. Th~k yout 

Yours very truly, 
U "'n,. _ P 

- ( av " . , r~ 

Paul E. Jrlona:t~ an 
Associate Editor 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

A~RIIED H. GURNEY 

Dear Dr. Silver.:-

THE ASSOCIATED ALUMNI 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

March 12, 1930 

JOHN HAY LIBRARY 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

Wil 1 you pleRse mail me at once a photograph of 

yourself,suitable for reproduction in the newsDapers? I have 

charge of the academic news of the University, and I want 

the photograph to use in connection with your appearance before 

the student body next week. It will be a pleasure, I am sure, 

to have you as the guest of the Ubiversity. 

1'ruly yours, 



y • ar • !onabaa:-
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yn 'lfJ¥ phot~~h 1'hich 7ou ..,. 

I ahall l»e I PP7 lo ■N 
you ter t, reo lion I the roa Unlon. 
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Very lncerely 7our■, 



WIBI 

DR. CL.ABINCI A.. BARBOtm 
BROWN UNIVERSITY 
PROVIDJmCI R. I. 

March 17th,1930 

&mJECT OF MY ADDRESS QUO?! HOW SH4IJ, B MliStlU LIFE QUO'rl 

WILL A.BRIVI OD !rHI:iff OD WEDNISD.lY DOM IOllCBSDI MASs.lCRUSE!TS 

XINDIST .REGARDS • A. H. SILVER 



THE ASSOCIATED ALUMNI 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

ALl'ltED H. GUltNEY 

rch 20, 1930. 

~ Y\ Dr . Silv . -. 
mh n you very ucl . or h 

''A ~ goo enou J'h to se d at my requ .., t. I soery thnt 

it ~as not possible for me to att9nd the convoc tion at 

,hich you s. oke, ut I know th t ·t ~s a privi e e to 

h, ve you at Brown . 
r:truly yo1 s , 

~ Alumni PC e 
ab 1 A.H . Silver. 

JOHN HAY LIBltAltY 

PROVIDENCE. R. I. 




